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Dear  AVSA  Members, 


HAPPY  NEW  YEAR! 

I  trust  you  have  all  had  a  happy  and  healthy  holiday  season. 

During  this  season  it  is  so  easy  to  over  eat  and  to  neglect  our  African 
violets.  We  get  too  busy  with  shopping,  eating,  and  celebrating  the 
season  that  we  forget  to  feed  and  water  our  plants.  We  must  now  turn 
to  the  chore  of  taking  care  of  ourselves  and  our  violets.  Perhaps  while 
we  concentrate  on  doing  with  a  little  less  food,  we  can  increase  the  food  for  our  plants 
in  preparation  for  the  upcoming  spring  shows. 

Throughout  the  entire  year  of  1999,  we  have  continuously  heard  about  the  year 
2000.  Let’s  consider  how  we,  as  AVSA  members  can  help  make  the  year  2000  one  to 
remember. 

Here  are  a  few  things  that  come  to  mind: 

Promote  AVSA!  Strive  to  get  at  least  one  new  member  even  if  you  have  to  purchase 
a  membership  as  a  gift.  Some  of  these  folks  will  surely  like  the  African  Violet  Magazine 
so  much  that  they  will  continue  their  AVSA  membership. 

If  you  don’t  belong  to  an  AVSA  Affiliate,  join  one!  If  you  are  a  member  of  an 
affiliate,  strive  to  be  as  active  in  your  club  as  you  can.  Active  members  are  much 
happier  members  and  feel  a  great  sense  of  achievement.  It  is  a  lot  more  fun  to  be  in 
the  middle  of  the  activity  rather  than  an  “onlooker”.  Try  it! 

Do  you  know  a  student  who  is  interested  in  horticulture?  If  so,  remind  them  of  the 
AVSA  scholarship.  This  could  be  a  benefit  to  a  deserving  student. 

Try  your  best  to  attend  the  convention  in  Omaha.  Chances  are,  if  Omaha  is  your  first 
convention,  it  will  not  be  your  last!  I  have  often  commented  that  the  love  of  African 
violets  is  an  incurable  disease.  This  is  one  disease  that  we  need  to  spread.  One  can  get 
temporary  relief  from  this  incurable  disease  by  obtaining  a  few  new  varieties  and  the 
best  place  to  get  that  medication  is  at  the  commercial  sales  tables  at  our  AVSA 
conventions.  So,  if  you  care  about  your  “health”  you  will  make  every  effort  to  be  in 
Omaha. 


Bill  Foster 
AVSA  President 
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Ruth  Rumsey  *  2375  North  Street  •  Beaumont,  Texas  77702 
(409)  839-4725  •  email  rrumsey@earthlink.net 


“First,  the  violets  are  living  with  you... then,  suddenly, 
you’re  living  with  them!” 

The  above  quote  is  from  my  friend,  Gladys  Tilley,  of  the 
Corpus  Christi  AVC,  in  south  Texas,  lenny  and  I  attended  the 
Lone  Star  AV  Council  convention  there  in  November,  and  met 
Gladys  over  dinner  at  the  Saturday  night  banquet. 

We  tiy'  to  attend  the  Lone  Star  convention  each  year,  as 
it  gives  us  a  chance  to  meet  more  African  violet  growers  and 
see  our  AVSA  Executive  Officers,  who  have  a  tradition  of 
attending.  Gladys  is  just  one  of  the  new  friends  we  made,  one 
of  the  “worker  bees”,  as  she  called  herself  and  the  other  local 
folks  who  do  all  the  behind-the-scenes  work  to  assure  the 
success  of  these  functions. 

On  an  even  larger  scale  are  the  groups  of  people  who 
host  our  national  conventions.  This  issue  of  the  AVM  con¬ 
tains  your  purple  pages,  the  Con\'ention  Insert.  These  pages 
contain  most  everything  you’ll  need  to  know  when  making 
your  plans  to  attend  the  54th  Annual  A'VSA  Convention  and 
Show  in  Omaha,  Nebraska,  May  21-28,  2000.  Take  a  look  at 
“Omaha  Tips  and  Treasures”  on  page  2 1 . 


Begin  making  your  plans  to  attend  now  and  register 
early.  This  is  a  convention  you  won’t  want  to  miss.  You  may 
meet  someone  as  interesting  as  Gladys  over  dinner  at  one  of 
the  banquets! 

This  issue  contains  plenty  of  color  photos,  all  taken  by 
our  AVSA  Official  Photographer  and  Director  Nominee, 
Winston  J.  Goretsky.  If  you’re  interested  in  photographing 
your  plants,  you’ll  want  to  attend  Winston’s  presentation  in 
Omaha,  “Adventures  in  Photography”.  Winston  will  share 
his  tips  and  guidelines  for  taking  pictures  of  plants  and 
designs. 

Many  thanks  to  Bill  Paauwe,  Compiler  of  the  Annual 
Index.  This  index  appears  on  page  61-64,  and  lists  all  arti¬ 
cles,  authors,  and  color  photographs  appearing  in  the  African 
Violet  Magazine  throughout  the  last  year. 

It’s  time  to  order  your  2000  catalogues  from  our 
Commercial  Members.  Also,  remember  to  support  all  of  our 
AVM  advertisers! 

Have  a  great  New  Year! 


Convention  2000 

Our  3rd  Annual  AVSA  Luncheon  Auction 

Edna  Rourke  •  99  Old  Stratford  Road 
Shelton,  CT  06484-6129  •  Email  <Apapillon@aol.com> 

A  Special  Request  to  all  Members,  Hybridizers  and  Affiliate  Club  Members 


In  addition  to  our  Saturday  Luncheon  Auction,  we've 
decided  to  spice  it  up  a  bit  with  a  silent  auction.  The 
money  raised  at  these  events  will  be  used  to  fund  the  new 
Marketing  Committee,  toward  updating  the  web  site,  as 
well  as  in  other  areas. 

But  in  order  to  make  this  work,  we  need  your  contin¬ 
ued  help  and  support.  Your  generous  donations  in  the  past 
have  made  this  luncheon  auction  a  great  deal  of  fun  and 
a  huge  success.  Many  of  our  affiliates  have  a  great  deal  of 
talented  craftsmen  among  their  members.  Won't  you 
continue  to  support  our  efforts  with  donations  of  violet 


related  items  and  crafts? 

Hybridizers,  your  donations  of  supplies  or  newly 
introduced  plant  material  would  be  most  appreciated. 
Donations  of  anything  of  a  rare,  unique  or  unusual  nature 
would  gratefully  accepted. 

All  donations  and  contributors  will  be  listed  in  a 
special  notice  and  will  also  be  acknowledged  in  the  AVM. 

If  you  plan  to  make  a  donation  or  want  to  help  in 
some  way,  please  let  me  know  as  soon  as  possible.  I'll 
look  forward  to  hearing  from  you.  Many  thanks  for  your 
help. 
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Iris  Keating 
149  Loretto  Court 
Claremont,  CA  91711 


A  name  reservation  costs  $1.00  and  is  valid  for  two  years, 
after  which  time  it  may  be  extended  two  years  for  an  additional 
$1.00.  Registration  of  the  plant  is  $5,00  unless  completed  within 
the  reservation  period,  in  which  case  the  balance  is  then  $4.00. 

Please  make  check  payable  to  AVSA. 

REGISTRATION  CHANGE 

At  the  hybridizer’s  request,  the  word  mosaic  has  been 
removed  from  the  following  foliage  descriptions: 


Greta  Durand  -  Pointe  Claire,  Quebec,  Canada 
*Ice  Storm  (8833)  9/3/99  (G.  Durand)  Single-semidouble 
white  ruffled  star.  Dark  green,  heart-shaped,  quilted,  glossy, 
serrated/red  back.  Standard 

*Snowy  Sky  (8834)  9/3/99  (G.  Durand)  Semidouble  white 
ruffled  star/light  blue  fantasy.  Dark  green,  ovate,  quilted, 
serrated/red  back.  Standard 


Marie’s  Bodega  Watercolor  (7783)  Variegated  dark 
green,  pink,  rose,  and  cream,  plain,  quilted,  hairy,  wavy. 
Marie’s  Pink  Bouquet  (7786)  Variegated  green,  pink  and 
white,  ruffled,  scalloped,  girl  foliage. 

Marie’s  Windtripper  (7789)  Variegated  dark  green  and 
cream,  ruffled,  girl  foliage. 

Wine  Country  (7790)  9/5/92  Variegated  dark  green,  rose 
and  white,  ovate,  glossy,  mffled,  scalloped. 


AVSA 

COLLEGE 

SCHOLARSHIP 


We  are  proud  to  announce  the  guidelines  of  the 
AVSA  College  Scholarship,  available  for  the  second  year. 

•  Applicants  should  be  enrolled  in  a  4  year  undergrad¬ 
uate  program  or  in  a  graduate  program  in  Ornamental 
Horticulture,  Floriculture,  or  an  equivalent  program. 

•  Applicants  should  have  completed  24  semester  or 
quarter  hour  credits  by  completion  of  the  fall  1999 
semester,  with  a  minimum  “B”  grade  average. 

The  award  is  $1 ,000,  which  may  be  used  for  tuition, 
books  or  fees. 


This  is  a  one-time  award  with  the  opportunity  to 
reapply  in  subsequent  years,  and  is  funded  by  the 
Boyce  Edens  Research  Fund. 

Applications  may  be  downloaded  from  AVSA’s 
web  site,  avsa.org,  or  may  be  ordered  from  the  AVSA 
Office  -  AVSA  Scholarship  Application,  2375  North 
St.,  Beaumont,  TX  77702. 


All  completed  applications  should  be  mailed  to: 
Dr.  Charles  Ramser 
2413  Martin  Street 
Wichita  Falls,  TX  76308 
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Dale  Martens 

2728  Masters  Drive 
League  City,  Texas  77573 
email  martens@wt.net 


IT’S  FRAGRANT! 


I  ended  my  last  column  with  the  teaser  that  a 
Streptocai-pus  hybrid  I  grew  from  seed  from  Toshijiro  Okuto’s 
cross  with  the  fragrant  species  Streptocarpus  vandelewii  had 
1 1  buds.  Those  end  buds  were  so  tiny  it  was  difficult  to  count 
them.  It  ended  up  with  17  open  blossoms,  and  it  is  fragrant! 
The  fragrance  is  quite  strong,  so  there’s  no  waffling  about 
whether  or  not  this  hybrid  has  fragrance.  My  Park  Place 
African  Violet  club  members  voted  towards  the  smell  being 
similar  to  magnolia  blossoms.  The  Lakeshore  AVS  in  Toronto, 
as  well  as  the  Toronto  Gesneriad  Society,  had  the  majority  of 
members  saying  it  smelled  like  magnolias  or  gardenias  “past 
their  prime.”  What’s  extremely  interesting  is  that  many  of  the 
women  found  the  fragrance  to  be  a  floral  smell  and  several 
men  felt  it  was  not.  From  some  of  the  men  I  got  responses 
like,  “it’s  a  chemical  smell,”  or  “wet  leather,”  or  “dirty  socks”! 

I  taught  a  gesneriad  judging  school  in  Toronto  last 
October  and  also  gave  a  presentation  to  the  Lakeshore  AVS 
and  the  Toronto  Gesneriad  Society.  Each  club  has  a  “mini¬ 
show”  where  plants  are  judged  and  a  “Best  in  Show”  is 
awarded.  I  highly  recommend  this  type  of  event  because  it’s 
a  wonderful  way  to  show  off  plants  that  never  seem  to  be 
ready  for  the  club’s  annual  show.  In  addition,  it’s  a  way  for 
hybridizers  to  introduce  new  material.  I  was  impressed  when 
Carolyn  Colin-Lane  brought  Sinningia  seedlings  she  grew 
from  Marcia  Belisle’s  seed  (Belisle’s  Violet  House).  These 
marvelous  seedlings  were  good  bloomers  and  in  the  reddish 
range  of  colors.  She  also  showed  me  a  Chirita  eburnea  (yel¬ 
low)  X  C.  sinensis  latifolia  seedling  with  yellow  blossoms  that 
was  a  “keeper”  for  sure.  Robert  Hall  displayed  his  own 
Sinningia  hybrids  including  a  Sinningia  ‘Thmpa  Bay  Beauty’ 
cross  that  was  loaded  with  blossoms.  In  addition,  he  created 


desirable  miniature  sinningias,  one  with  a  unique  color  and 
all  with  high  blossom  counts. 

It’s  energizing  to  see  how  others  grow  their  African  vio¬ 
lets  and  gesneriads.  I  was  fortunate  to  see  three  different  col¬ 
lections.  Daphne  Yaremko  has  several  plant  stands  in  her 
home  with  gorgeous,  healthy  violets  and  gesneriads.  She  has 
a  thick  plastic  covering  over  her  gesneriad  stands,  and  the 
plants  inside  this  high  humidity-producing  environment  are 
lush  and  green.  I  was  thrilled  to  see  she  had  my  intergeneric, 
xPhinastema  ‘California  Dreaming’  and  she  gave  me  a  couple 
of  plants  since  I  expressed  sadness  that  I  no  longer  grew  it. 
My  host  for  the  Canadian  adventure  was  Monte  Watler,  an 
especially  kind,  generous  man  who  is  also  an  incredible  cook! 
Most  of  Monte’s  collection  are  on  lighted  shelves  near  or  on 
a  wall.  He  uses  a  shiny  material  on  the  wall  called  “Mylar”  to 
increase  reflective  light.  It  can  be  purchased  at  most  hydro¬ 
ponic  supply  places.  His  collection  of  chiritas  in  bloom  was 
amazing.  He  has  several  of  the  silver  veined  types  of  Chirita. 
and  he  gave  me  several  good  sized  plants  and  leaves  of  a 
variety  of  gesneriads.  I  also  saw  Doris  and  John  Brownlie’s 
(ACA’s  Violet-Tree)  collection  of  violets  and  gesneriads.  John 
hybridizes  so  it  was  fun  to  see  the  big,  beautiful  blossoms  on 
his  newest  seedlings.  In  addition,  I  pointed  out  to  Doris  that 
she  had  my  Streptocarpus  hybrids,  ‘Petite  Pink  Princess’  and 
‘Texas  Hot  Chili’  in  glorious  bloom! 

While  in  Canada  I  met  Robert  Hall  and  other  hybridizers 
and  saw  some  of  their  new  hybrids.  Monte  is  growing  some 
of  Mel  Rntpulver’s  miniature  sinningias  with  unique  colored 
blossoms.  John  Duncan  gave  me  several  of  his  new 
Streptocarpus  hybrids  including  one  with  unusual  lacy  net¬ 
ting.  Paul  Lee  showed  me  an  intensely  snow-white 
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Streptocarpus  blossom  with  purple  netted  edging  in  the  top 
petals  and  full  netting  on  the  bottom  petals. 

There’s  more  excitement  to  share  with  you.  The  varie¬ 
gated  Streptocarpus  leaves  that  Connie  Leifeste  and  I  got  at 
the  gesneriad  convention  have  produced  variegated  babies! 
In  addition,  I  received  a  Streptocarpus  leaf  from  Gary  and  Pat 
Dunlap  (Pat’s  Pets)  that  has  variegation.  They  obtained  that 
plant  while  attending  the  gesneriad  convention,  but  don’t 


know  the  background  of  it.  Gary  and  Pat  have  already  begun 
hybridizing  with  the  plant  they  have.  Remember,  in  African 
violets  the  seed  parent  passes  along  variegation.  Not  to  count 
chickens  before  they  hatch,  but  folks,  now  that  we  have  fra¬ 
grant  and  variegated  Streptocarpus,  there’s  going  to  be  some 
interesting  hybridizing  to  see  what  characteristics  are  passed 
on  to  seedlings. 

Pm  looking  forward  to  seeing  you  in  Omaha! 


When  a  plant  becomes  cold  or  is  located  in  an 
area  where  it  is  exposed  to  a  cool  draft,  it  cannot 
adequately  utilize  the  nutrients  provided.  The  roots 
do  not  absorb  the  water  as  quickly  and  the  fertiliz¬ 
er  goes  untapped.  The  plant  must  work  harder  to 
stay  healthy.  The  result  is  what  is  often  mistaken 
as  bleaching.  Instead,  the  foliage  lacks  nitrogen 
and  other  vital  elements.  When  this  is  the  case, 
yellowing  occurs  on  the  lower,  older  leaves  first. 
These  more  mature  leaves  are  the  last  to  get  the 
access  to  the  food  provided. 

During  the  winter  months,  it  is  very  common 
for  the  temperature  of  a  window  growing  area  to 
fall  below  60  degrees  at  night.  The  windows  of 
many  of  our  New  England  houses  are  not  perfect¬ 
ly  sealed,  allowing  the  cool  night  air  to  drift  inside. 
If  that  is  the  case  with  your  growing  area,  make 
sure  that  all  drafts  are  blocked.  Monitor  the  tem¬ 
perature  of  the  window  sill  or  ledge.  If  it  feels  cold 
to  the  touch,  then  your  plant  will  likely  be  experi¬ 
encing  an  unhealthy  dose  of  unwanted  cool  air. 


Try  placing  either  plastic  or  a  thick  material  over 
the  drafty  window  joints.  I  use  a  piece  of  insulated 
material  on  my  sills  throughout  the  winter  months 
to  cushion  the  plants  from  the  cold  window  ledge 
surface. 

Extreme  temperatures,  either  cold  or  hot,  may 
produce  yellowing  of  leaves.  African  violets  have 
the  same  difficulty  absorbing  vital  nutrients  when 
the  temperatures  rise  above  85  degrees  as  they  do 
when  dipping  below  60  degrees.  Take  precautions 
to  protect  your  African  violets  from  these  extremes 
as  the  conditions  begin  to  arise. 

Our  favorite  plants  are  very  sensitive  to  tem¬ 
perature  swings.  Try  to  create  the  best  conditions 
for  your  plants  so  that  the  care  and  nurturing  you 
do  yields  the  desired  results.  Ensuring  that  your 
plants  utilize  the  soil  nutrients  and  fertilizers  is  one 
key  element  for  success. 

From  “The  Question  Comer”,  feature  of  the 
Bay  State  AVS publication,  “Ye  Bay  Stater". 
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Pat  Richards 
15105  S.  Seminole  Drive 
Olathe,  KS  66062-3004 
email:  Patter257@aolcom 


This  month’s  African  Violet  Magazine  is  the  convention 
issue,  which  contains  tons  of  information  you’ll  need  if 
you’re  going  to  attend  the  54th  AVSA  convention  to  be  held 
in  Omaha,  Nebraska,  May  21-28.  It  is  being  sponsored  by 
my  regional  African  violet  council;  we  hope  to  have  a  fun 
week  in  store  for  you  filled  with  hospitality,  friendship,  AND 
A  SHOW  ROOM  FILLED  WITH  AFRICAN  VIOLETS!  The 
Midwest  showcases  many  talented  individuals  in  African 
violet  and  gesneriad  culture,  design,  and  commercial 
exhibits.  As  a  native  Nebraskan,  it  is  my  hope  that  your 
experience  leaves  you  as  impressed  with  the  central  plains  as 
with  the  show  we  put  on.  Now,  to  our  topic  for  the  day,  repot¬ 
ting  and  propagation  of  the  small  ones. 

TRUE  DEDICATION 

The  greatest  drawback  to  growing  small  ones  is  the  fact 
they  must  be  continually  repotted  and  “minimized”,  which 
devoted  growers  admit  is  no  easy  task.  The  reasons  why 
include  the  fact  that  small  African  violets  grow  in  small  soil 
quantities  to  begin  with.  A  twelve-inch  African  violet  should 
be  potted  in  a  4"  pot  which  contains  roughly  two  cups  of  soil. 
A  small  one  of  6-8"  in  diameter  is  typically  planted  in  a  2 
1/4"  pot  which  contains  l/3rd  cup  of  soil.  Please  note:  the 
plant  diameter  ratio  of  standard  to  small  one  is  approximate¬ 
ly  2:1,  while  the  soil  ratio  is  6:1.  Therein  lies  the  problem! 
Small  African  violets  grow  in  small  amounts  of  soil,  rapidly 
using  whatever  nutrients  are  available.  Furthermore,  as 
fertilizer  and  fertilizer  salt  toxicity  are  being  recognized  more 
and  more  as  a  primary  cause  in  a  plant’s  failure  to  thrive, 
frequent  repotting  and  “freshening”  of  soil  is  increasingly 
essential  with  the  small  ones.  A  secondary  reason  for  more 
frequent  repotting  is  while  small  ones  are  hybridized  to 
remain  small  (for  miniature  this  means  under  6",  for  semi¬ 
miniatures  under  8") ,  when  your  plants  are  growing  rapidly 
and  are  happy  in  their  environment,  frequent  repotting 
becomes  necessary  to  keep  them  in  size. 

For  these  reasons,  many  people  choose  NOT  to  grow  the 
small  ones  as  they  become  “labor  intensive”.  For  these  exact 


same  reasons,  many  people  choose  TO  grow  the  small  ones 
as  they  derive  great  satisfaction  and  pleasure  out  of  working 
frequently  with  their  plants.  This  article  is  dedicated  to  mak¬ 
ing  repotting  easier  for  either  group. 

GENTLE  REPOTTING 

This  type  of  repotting  results  in  the  least  damage  to  the 
plant  and  to  the  roots.  It  is  done  only  to  freshen  the  soil,  or 
to  keep  in  size.  Begin  by  removing  only  a  row  or  two  of  lower 
leaves.  Be  sure  to,  looking  down  upon  the  plant,  evaluate  for 
symmetry.  With  more  mature  violets,  your  symmetry  should 
remain.  On  certain  plants  you  may  end  up  with  the  familiar 
triangle  of  leaves.  Don’t  worry  though,  as  the  foliage  should 
fill  in  rather  quickly  and  good  symmetry  will  return.  Once  the 
leaves  have  been  removed,  be  sure  all  stem  remnants  or 
“nubbins”  have  been  removed  by  taking  a  knife  or  other  flat 
instrument,  or  even  a  fingernail,  and  gently  scrape  the  neck. 
If  not  done  cleanly,  suckers  may  form  in  these  axils. 

Next,  remove  as  much  soil  from  the  bottom  of  the  root 
ball  as  you  have  main  stem  remaining  above  the  soil  line. 
Because  fertilizer  salts  gather  in  the  top  of  the  soil  it  is  wise 
also  to  remove  any  loose  soil  at  the  top  of  the  root  ball.  If 
your  roots  are  very  compact  and  tight,  you  may  want  to  cut 
through  them  vertically  all  along  the  outer  surface  at  1/4"  to 
1/2"  intervals.  This  will  allow  the  formation  of  new  roots.  It’s 
always  best  to  place  into  a  clean  pot,  as  used  pots  harbor  fer¬ 
tilizer  salts  that  are  so  toxic  to  our  plants.  Also,  if  you  wick 
water,  be  sure  to  use  a  new  wick.  Fertilizer  and  mineral  salts 
can  prevent  old  wicks  from  drawing  water  properly,  particu¬ 
larly  if  used  and  reused  time  and  again. 

Now,  the  difficult  part:  filling  in  with  new  soil.  First,  take 
a  small  spoon,  i.e.,  a  baby  spoon  or  a  well  pointed  teaspoon, 
and  fill  in  around  the  plant  being  careful  to  work  between 
lower  leaves  as  opposed  to  directly  underneath  them. 
Another  idea  is  to  take  the  plant  out  from  under  the  lights  for 
a  few  days  to  a  week  before  repotting.  This  may  cause  the 
plant  to  form  the  dreaded  ‘V’  shape,  and  will  allow  you  to  fill 
the  soil  in  easier. 
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Here’s  another  thought:  use  soil  that  is  almost  dry,  not 
wet.  This,  too,  allows  the  soil  to  fall  easily  into  place  as 
opposed  to  too  wet  soil  that  is  going  to  stick  and  not  spread 
easily.  After  the  soil  has  been  filled  in,  another  choice  aris¬ 
es:  you  can  water  immediately  or  simply  place  the  plant 
back  on  its  watering  system.  Those  who  argue  for  the  latter 
indicate,  and  rightly  so,  that  too  wet  conditions  lead  to  root 
rot  which  either  sets  the  plant  back  or  kills  it  outright.  Over 
the  years  I  have  had  the  best  results  with  the  former  proce¬ 
dure,  reasoning  that  by  watering  through,  I  am  accomplish¬ 
ing  the  same  thing  that  leaching  does,  and  if  there’s  no  time 
to  leach,  at  least  this  much  can  be  done  for  my  plants.  Here’s 
my  rationale: 

1 .  Because  we  are  doing  a  “gentle  repotting”  and  leav¬ 
ing  most  of  the  original  soil  with  the  root  ball,  fertilizer  salts 
will  remain  in  the  soil  By  watering  through,  or  leaching, 
the  soil  is  being  resettled  and  more  of  the  salts  are  being 
removed. 

2.  Similarly,  we  are  presented  with  a  wonderful 
opportunity  to  stimulate  solid  root  growth  by  adding  a 
vitamin  B  concentrate  to  the  water  we  use  to  leach. 
Examples  include  Ferti-lome®  Root  Stimulator  4-10-3, 
Superthrive®,  Schultz®  Starter  Plus,  etc.  All  are  designed  to 
aid  in  root  development. 

Remember  to  use  warm  water  as  too  cold  water  will 
damage  the  foliage!  If  I’m  going  to  be  repotting,  gallon 
containers  of  water  are  set  on  my  furnace  vents  (much  to 
my  husband’s  displeasure)  or  in  direct  sunshine  in  summer 
for  a  few  hours  to  make  the  water  a  little  warmer.  More 
importantly,  if  you  do  “leach”  when  repotting,  but  sure  and 
do  NOT  return  the  plant  directly  to  your  watering  system 
UNLESS  you  water  by  hand.  It  is  wise  to  wait  at  least  three 
to  seven  days  before  setting  back  on  reservoirs  or  mats  or 
resuming  your  original  watering  schedule. 


HARD  REPOTTING 

This  method  is  used  when,  in  essence,  you  want  an 
entirely  new  plant,  not  just  a  “freshening”  of  the  soil.  With 
hard  repotting  almost  all  the  foliage  is  stripped  off  the  plant 
leaving  only  a  strong,  healthy  growing  center.  Again,  be 
sure  all  “nubbins”  or  stem  remnants  are  removed.  This  will 
leave  you  with  quite  a  “neck”  or  main  stem,  which  is  fine 
considering  almost  all  of  the  roots  are  going  to  be  removed 
as  well:  carefully  cut  off  as  much  as  3/4  to  5/6th  of  the  root 
ball!  Again,  our  goal  is  to  give  the  plant  a  fresh  start,  and  by 
removing  most  of  the  foliage,  the  roots  will  be  taxed  very 
little.  When  the  roots  begin  their  healthy,  new  growth,  you’ll 
see  this  reflected  in  equally  good,  strong  top  growth. 

Repotting  is  easy  from  here:  because  we’ve  removed  so 
much  foliage,  refilling  of  fresh  soil  is  simple.  Set  the  plant  into 
the  pot  at  a  level  where  the  remaining  crown  will  be  even 
with,  to  slightly  below  (1/4"),  the  pot  rim.  Hold  it  in  place, 
making  sure  it’s  centered,  and  begin  refilling  with  soil.  Make 
sure  the  soil  does  not  come  up  to  the  crown,  but  stops  just 
below.  Ihmp  lightly,  or  tap  on  a  hard  surface  (counter  top  or 
shelf)  to  eliminate  air  pockets.  Then,  depending  on  the  wet¬ 
ness  of  your  soil  mix  (dry,  moist  or  wet)  you  can  water 
through,  replace  back  on  the  watering  system,  or  withhold 
water  for  a  period  of  days.  Because  we’ve  reused  very  little 
of  the  old  root  ball,  hence  having  discarded  the  old  soil,  the 
leaching  process  (as  described  above)  is  not  as  critical 

NEXT  TIME 

The  March  column  will  contain  our  guest  columnist,  the 
esteemed  Kathy  Lahti  from  Minnesota.  Kathy  is  a  national 
Best  in  Show  winner,  as  well  as  an  almost  annual  finalist. 
Her  plants  are  known  for  the  large  heads  of  bloom  and  liter¬ 
al  perfection! 

Have  a  wonderful  spring.  Hope  to  see  you  in  Omaha! 
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For  Director:  Barbara  Elkin 

Barbara  Elkin,  1999  recipient 
of  the  Hudson  Memorial  Award  for 
Affiliate  Leadership,  has  served 
AVSA  and  local  African  violet 
organizations  for  many  years. 
Barbara  currently  chairs  the 
Vintage  Violet  Committee,  provid¬ 
ing  a  service  to  all  AVSA  members 
interested  in  saving  the  older 
African  violet  varieties.  She  also  serves  on  the  AVSA  Awards 
Committee,  AVSA  Building  Maintenance  Committee  and  the 
AVSA  Convention  Committee.  She  is  a  past  AVSA  Director 
and  a  member  of  the  AVSA  Library  Committee. 

From  Auburn,  CA,  Barbara  has  held  various  offices  in 
the  Capitol  City  AVS,  Delta  Gesneriad  and  AV  Society,  AVS  of 
South  Bay  and  the  Nite  Bloomers  AVS.  She  has  also  held 
most  offices  in  the  Northern  CA  Council  of  AV  Societies  and 
ser\'ed  the  AV  ludges  Council  of  Northern  CA  as  treasurer. 

Barbara  and  husband,  lack,  have  just  celebrated  their 
50th  wedding  anniversary,  and  are  planning  a  Caribbean 
cmise.  They  have  three  grown  children  and  six  grandchil¬ 
dren.  They  have  been  retired  for  12  years. 


For  Director:  Winston  J. 
Goretsky 

A  native  of  Calgary,  Alberta, 
Canada,  Winston  has  been  a 
member  of  AVSA  since  1982,  a 
Life  Member  since  1986,  and  a 
Senior  Judge  since  1994.  Including 
Omaha,  Nebraska,  Winston  will 
have  attended  a  total  of  9  AVSA 
Conventions.  He  is  a  Life  Member 
of  the  African  Violet  Society  of  Canada,  where  he  has  serv^ed 
as  a  Director,  and  is  currently  the  1  st  Vice  President.  He  will 
be  installed  as  the  new  President  of  the  AVS  of  Canada  for 
the  term  2000  -  2002  at  the  Canadian  National  Convention 
&  Show  in  Ottawa,  Ontario,  to  be  held  May  11-13,  2000. 

Winston  has  served  on  many  committees  over  a  number 
of  years,  and  is  an  active  member  of  the  Stampede  City 
African  Violet  Society.  He  conducts  workshops  on  African 
violets  and  gives  presentations  on  a  variety  of  topics.  He 
publishes  his  local  club’s  Newsletter,  ser\’es  as  the  Publicity 
Chairman,  and  is  involved  in  a  number  of  Committees  for  his 
local  Affiliate  Show. 


Winston  has  been  photographing  local  Affiliate  & 
Convention  African  Violet  Shows  in  both  Canada  and  the 
USA  for  a  number  of  years.  He  is  the  official  AVSA  Show 
Photographer  for  the  African  Violet  Magazine  and  his 
photographs  are  also  published  in  “Chatter”,  the  Quarterly 
Journal  of  the  African  Violet  Society  of  Canada. 

Winston’s  love  for  African  violets  began  as  a  youth,  and 
was  encouraged  by  his  Grandmother,  Lena  Berkech  who 
supplied  him  with  his  first  African  violet.  He  has  been 
growing  African  violets  since  about  1974,  and  loves  to 
encourage  others  by  sharing  his  knowledge  and  enthusiasm 
about  his  favorite  plant.  His  current  effort  is  to  complete  his 
application  for  becoming  an  AVSA  Teacher. 

Winston  has  been  a  computer  professional  for  over  15 
years  and  is  currently  employed  as  a  Systems  Analyst  by 
EDS  Systemhouse  Inc.  He  was  married  to  Laurel  in 
September  1997,  and  they  are  expecting  their  first  baby  to 
be  born  at  the  end  of  1999. 


For  Director:  Shannon  Ahlman 

Shannon  Ahlman  is  a  gradu¬ 
ate  of  Wayne  State  College  with  a 
Bachelor  of  Fine  Arts  in  Music 
Performance.  Upon  graduation, 
his  love  of  violets  inspired  the 
opening  of  A  &  A  Floral  and  Gifts 
where  he  is  owner  and  full  time 
designer  for  a  full  service  floral 
shop. 

The  Violet  Showroom  is  a  division  of  the  flower  shop 
and  remains  his  passion.  Shannon  is  a  charter  member  and 
President  of  the  Grand  Island  African  Violet  Society, 
President  of  the  Lincoln  African  Violet  Society,  Second  Vice 
President  of  Missouri  African  Violet  Council,  a  member  of  the 
Commercial  Activities  Committee,  and  the  Commercial  Sales 
and  Exhibits  Committee  of  AVSA.  Outside  the  violet  world, 
Shannon  sings  in  LaCamerata  Madrigal  Singers,  Interfaith 
Community  Choir,  and  Church  Choir.  Shannon  loves  travel¬ 
ing,  gardening,  cooking  and  attending  his  daughter’s 
sporting  events.  Shannon  and  his  wife,  Pam,  have  four 
daughters,  Brandi,  13,  Chentelle,  12,  Mackenzie,  2  and 
Hailey,  4  months. 
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For  Director:  John  Carter 

John  Carter  of  Broken  Arrow, 
Oklahoma,  has  been  a  supporter  of 
his  wife’s  activities  in  local  clubs  in 
Oklahoma  and  Texas  and  their 
respective  councils  since  1982. 
John  has  attended  10  AVSA 
conventions  and  a  number  of  Lone 
Star  African  Violet  Council 
conventions.  He  has  been  the 
chairman  of  the  AVSA  Technology  Committee  since  it  was 
formed.  During  the  past  two  years  John  handled  the 
upgrading  and  installation  of  the  computers  and  software 
used  in  the  Beaumont  office. 

John  and  his  wife,  Judy,  are  both  retired  and  returned  to 
Oklahoma  last  year  to  be  closer  to  their  son  and  his  family. 
They  have  one  granddaughter.  In  addition  to  growing  and 
showing  violets  their  interests  include  genealogy  and 
collectibles.  Judy  is  also  the  Advertising  Manager  for  the 
African  Violet  Magazine. 


For  Director:  Sue  Hqffinann 
Sue  Hoffmann  of  Virginia 
Beach,  VA,  learned  the  rewards  of 
growing  African  violets  over 
twenty  years  ago  from  her  grand¬ 
mother.  She  joined  AVSA  twelve 
years  ago  and  has  attended  nine 
conventions  in  the  past  ten  years. 
She  is  a  Life  Member  and  an 
Advanced  Judge.  Sue  has  served 
AVSA  on  the  Affiliate  and  Nominating  Committees,  and  has 
written  for  the  African  Violet  Magazine. 

Sue  moved  to  Virginia  in  1989  and  joined  the  Tidewater 
African  Violet  Society  the  same  year.  She  has  served  in  many 
capacities  including  newsletter  editor,  show  co-chairman, 
corresponding  secretary,  vice  president,  and  president.  She  is 
a  member  of  the  regional  Mid-Atlantic  African  Violet  Society 
(president  1995-99),  the  Potomac  Council  of  African  Violet 
Judges,  the  Dixie  African  Violet  Society  (show  classification 
chair,  1997),  and  AGGS. 

Although  Sue  has  her  degree  in  Marketing,  she  works  as 
a  homemaker.  Mom  and  musician.  She  teaches  5th  grade 
beginning  strings  in  public  school  and  plays  double  bass 
with  the  Virginia  Beach  Symphony  Orchestra.  Sue  and  her 
husband,  Norman,  have  two  children,  Lauren,  12,  and 
Wyatt,  10. 


AVSA  BOOSTER  FUND 

Bill  Lyons  •  38  Indian  Creek  Drive  •  Levittown,  PA  19057 
CONTRIBUTIONS  1  AUGUST  TO  30  SEPTEMBER  1999 


Corrections  from  Nov./Dec.  1999  Booster  Fund 


Susan  J.  Fraley,  Albany,  NY . $5.00 

Theresa  Rowan,  Dayton,  OH . $5.00 


Windsor  AVS,  West  Hartford,  CT . $25.00 

Luwan  Murphy,  Hortonville,  WI . 2.00 

William  Sugg,  Garland,  TX  . 10.00 

Apply  to  the  copy  machine fund 

Sandy  Shaughnessy,  Wilmore,  KY . 10.00 

Mr.  Octavio  0.  Mendoza,  Guadalajara,  Mexico . 1.50 

Apply  towards  the  Beaumont  qffce  copy  machine fund 

Enid  Wood.  Menlo  Park,  CA . 1 7.00 

First  AVS  of  Dallas,  Dallas,  TX . 25.00 

In  memory  of  Sarah  Wilson,  mother  of  Paula  Foster 
Apply  to  the  new  copy  machine fund 

First  Alpha  AVS  of  Dallas,  Dallas,  TX . 25.00 

In  honor  oj Sarah  Wilson,  mother  oj Paula  Foster 
Apply  to  the  new  copy  machine fund 

First  AVS  of  Dallas,  Dallas,  TX . 25.00 

In  honor  of  the  memory  oJ former  AVSA  President, 


Mr.  L.  T.  Ozio,  Jr.  Apply  toward  the  new  office  copier fund 


Ron  &  Jan  Davidson,  Red  Oak,  TX . $25.00 

In  reminiscence  of  Sarah  Wilson,  Paula  Foster'd  mother. 
Designated  to  the  new  copier  fund 

Michelle  Feddeler,  Orland  Park,  IL . 2.00 

Sue  Postle,  Lewis  Center,  OH . 5.00 

The  Unpredictable’s  AVS,  Grain  Valley,  MO . 10.00 

Frances  Young,  Austin,  TX . 25.00 

In fond  memory  of  former  AVSA  President,  L.  T.  Ozio,  Jr. 

Apply  to  the  Beaumont  office  office  copier  futrd 

Mildred  Padon,  Kevil,  KY . 5.00 

Shirley  Me  Kenna,  Redwood  City,  CA . 5.00 

Eloise  Thompson,  Bowling  Green,  KY . 2.00 

Darci  Farmer,  Linwood,  KS . 5.00 

San  Marcos  AVC,  San  Marcos,  TX . 10.00 

Apply  to  the  Beaumont  office  copier  fund 

Sylvia  Siegel,  Norwalk,  CT . 10.00 

Kathy  Kaylskie,  Fargo,  ND . 10.00 

Gesneriad  AV  Club,  Arvada,  CO . 25.00 

First  AVS  of  Denton,  Denton,  TX . 10.00 

Apply  towards  the  rrew  copier fund.  Apply  toward  the 
Beaumont  office  copy  machine  and  yearly  maintenance 
contract fund 

Total:  .  . . $3,289.91 
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One  of  the  most  often  asked  questions  about  growing 
African  violets  relates  to  watering.  “How  much  water  do 
they  need,  and  how  often?”  It  would  be  nice  if  there  were  a 
prescription  one  could  write  to  answer  that  -  “One  table¬ 
spoonful  three  times  a  day  after  meals,”  perhaps.  In  fact  it  is 
far  more  difficult  than  that  because  plants,  being  living 
things,  have  varying  requirements. 

African  violets  are  susceptible  to  damage  from  too  much 
water.  Their  roots  and  succulent  crown  and  leaf  stems  may 
simply  rot  away  if  the  potting  mix  is  kept  too  wet.  They  also 
suffer  if  subjected  to  long  periods  of  dryness.  Alternating 
periods  of  severe  dry  and  sodden  soil  is  often  the  quickest 
way  to  kill  an  African  violet.  Plant  labels  in  store  purchased 
African  violets  often  say  “Keep  evenly  moist,”  but  omit  how 
to  do  that.  So  how  do  we  know  how  much  water  is  enough 
and  how  often  to  apply  it? 

The  amount  of  water  needed,  and  its  frequency,  vary 
according  to  the  size  and  state  of  growth  of  the  plant,  and 
according  to  the  weather.  More  water  is  needed  by  large 
plants,  by  plants  in  need  of  repotting,  by  plants  which  are 
flowering,  during  periods  of  hot  weather,  or  when  humidity 
is  low.  Less  watering  is  needed  by  small  plants,  plants 
recently  repotted  and  during  periods  of  mild  temperatures 
and  high  humidity. 

It  doesn’t  matter  in  the  least  how  you  water  your  plants. 
You  may  forget  the  story  about  only  watering  from  below.  It 
is  my  understanding  that  rain  in  Africa  falls  from  above  just 
as  it  does  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  which  also  puts  paid  to 
the  story  about  never  getting  the  leaves  wet.  A  certain 
amount  of  care  should  be  taken,  however. 

You  may  choose  to  water  your  violets  by  any  of  the 
following  methods. 

1.  Watering  from  above  -  top  watering 

Although  a  few  drops  of  water  on  the  leaves  of  the  plant 
will  do  no  harm,  it  is  not  a  good  idea  to  leave  large  bubbles 
of  moisture  in  the  very  center  of  the  plant.  These  are  the 
most  delicate  leaves  and  most  prone  to  damage.  So  if  you 
want  to  water  from  the  top  of  the  pot  use  a  long  spouted 
water  can  to  apply  the  water  directly  to  the  surface  of  the 
mix. 

A  question  in  our  magazine  elicited  the  following 


answer,  which  is  relevant  here: 

“Your  violet  needs  water  when  the  soil  is  slightly  dry, 
but  not  so  dry  it  begins  to  leave  the  sides  of  the  pot.  I  have 
heard  it  said,  ‘When  the  top  of  the  soil  is  dry  then  leave  it 
another  day  or  two  and  then  water.’  The  soil  dries  out  on  top 
but  is  still  wet  underneath. 

“Never  let  the  plant  go  so  dry  it  goes  limp  and  never  let 
the  air  holes  in  the  bottom  of  the  pot  remain  covered  by 
water  for  any  length  of  time. 

“The  frequency  between  waterings  varies  as  in  summer 
they  will  need  watering  more  often  than  in  winter. 

“When  watering  use  tepid  water  and  water  until  it 
begins  to  run  out  the  drainage  holes  -  then  drain  well.  Plants 
can  be  leached  every  so  often  to  remove  any  excess  fertiliz¬ 
er  salt  build-up.” 

Using  tepid  water  is  an  important  point.  Cold  water, 
especially  on  a  very  hot  day,  or  in  the  middle  of  winter  may 
be  much  colder  than  the  temperature  of  the  roots.  The  plant 
will  suffer  a  shock  and  slow  down  in  growth.  Yellow  ring 
spots  on  the  leaves  are  a  real  possibility. 

It  is  possible  for  very  dry  potting  mix  to  shrink  inside  the 
pot  and  when  water  is  applied  in  this  way  it  will  run  down 
between  the  root  ball  and  the  side  of  the  pot.  Check  that  the 
mix  is  actually  getting  moist. 

2.  Watering  from  below  -  bottom  watering 

This  could  apply  to  any  of  the  automatic  type  of  water¬ 
ing  systems  that  hobby  growers  employ,  but  mostly  we  use 
the  term  to  apply  to  sitting  the  pot  in  a  saucer  or  bowl  of 
water  and  waiting  for  it  to  absorb  the  water  from  under¬ 
neath.  Once  again  use  tepid  water  and  do  not  leave  the  pot 
sitting  in  the  saucer  of  water  any  longer  than  needed  for  the 
mix  to  become  properly  watered.  If  the  plant  has  been 
allowed  to  dry  out  very  badly  it  may  be  difficult  to  rewet  the 
potting  mix,  so  be  sure  that  the  water  has  penetrated 
properly. 

3.  Wick  watering  -  the  Prince  of  watering  methods. 

There  are  so  many  good  points  about  wick  watering.  It 
is  the  great  favorite  method.  It  uses  a  synthetic  cord  of  some 
kind  passing  through  a  hole  in  the  bottom  of  the  pot  up  into 
the  potting  mix. 

Naturally  it  is  much  easier  to  insert  the  wick  at  the  time 
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of  potting  the  plant,  though  with  the  assistance  of  a  crochet 
needle  or  similar  hook  it  is  not  impossible  to  add  it  later. 
Many  growers  tie  a  loose  knot  in  the  cord  so  that  it  cannot 
pull  out  of  the  pot.  Around  80  to  100  mm  should  be  left 
hanging  from  the  pot  but  opinion  varies  as  to  whether  the 
wick  should  penetrate  only  25mm  or  further  up  into  the  pot. 

The  plant  should  just  be  potted  up  normally  with  the 
wick  in  place.  When  finished  potting,  either  stand  the  pot  in 
a  saucer  or  tray  of  water  until  the  mix  is  thoroughly  damp¬ 
ened,  or  water  from  the  top  until  the  water  runs  freely  down 
the  wick.  Place  the  pot  on  its  water  reservoir  to  draw  water 
by  capillary  action  up  the  wick,  as  it  is  required. 

The  water  reservoir  is  just  something  to  hold  the  water  - 
it  can  quite  literally  be  anything  which  will  hold  water.  Your 
ingenuity  can  be  your  guide.  The  important  thing  is  that  the 
pot  holding  the  plant  must  not  be  in  the  water,  but  the  wick 
must  be.  The  most  common  reservoir  is  the  take  out  food 
container  with  a  couple  of  holes  punched  in  the  lid.  If  the 
look  of  this  type  of  container  does  not  suit  you,  you  can 
insert  the  reservoir  and  the  pot  into  a  larger  decorative  pot 
so  that  only  the  violet  is  visible. 

Some  points  to  note  in  wick  watering: 

•  Wick  must  be  a  synthetic  cord.  A  natural  fiber  like  cotton 
or  wool  would  very  quickly  rot  away  when  immersed  in 
water  for  long  periods.  Favored  cords  are:  No.  10  nylon 
Venetian  blind  cord  (purchased  by  the  yard  from 
hardware  stores),  2-3cm  wide  strips  of  nylon  stocking 
pulled  into  a  cord,  butcher’s  twine,  8  to  12  ply  acrylic  or 
nylon  knitting  yarn,  etc. 

•  It  is  especially  important  that  the  potting  mix  is  the  light, 
fluffy,  well  drained  though  moisture  retentive  type. 
Should  the  potting  mix  be  on  the  heavy  side  it  will  prob¬ 
ably  take  up  too  much  moisture  and  rot  the  roots. 

•  The  potting  mix  and  wick  must  be  moist  to  begin  the 
capillary  action  which  makes  wick  watering  work. 
Should  the  reservoir  be  left  empty  for  too  long  the  plant 
will  dry  out  needing  rewatering  from  the  top  to  start  this 
action  off  again. 

•  Fertilizing  can  be  done  together  with  watering.  Just  add 
fertilizer  to  the  water  and  let  the  plant  feed  as  well  as 
drink  as  it  requires.  (A  plant  smorgasbord!)  Fertilizers 
formulated  for  wick  watering  should  be  used  exactly 
according  to  the  label.  Those  formulated  for  application 
every  two  weeks  should  be  used  much  weaker  as  the 
feeding  is  constant.  Use  a  chemical  fertilizer  that  will 
dissolve  completely  in  the  water. 

Fertilizing  in  this  manner  will  eventually  cause  excess 
salts  to  appear  as  an  encrustation  on  the  rim  of  the  pot, 
the  surface  of  the  potting  mix  and  even  on  the  lower  leaf 
stems.  This  is  not  only  ugly;  it  will  burn  the  leaf  stems 
and  the  crown  of  the  plant.  To  avoid  the  problem,  flush 
the  plant  through  every  now  and  then  with  fresh  tepid 
water  to  remove  any  excess  fertilizer. 


•  The  water  reservoir  may  hold  enough  for  several  weeks 
but  will  run  dry  eventually.  Leave  it  empty  for  a  day  or 
two  then  simply  refill. 

Advantages  of  wick  watering: 

•  No  more  decisions  on  when  and  how  much  -  the  plant 
decides. 

•  Ease  of  fertilizing. 

•  Watering  carries  on  even  when  you  are  absent.  Go  on 
holidays  and  come  home  to  beautiful  flowering  plants. 

•  Because  moisture  level  is  constant,  growth  is  quick  and 
even.  When  growth  is  strong,  flowers  appear  in  rapid 
succession. 

Texas  watering  -  what’s  that? 

Naturally  it  is  a  method  of  watering  that  came  from 
Texas,  and  yes,  like  wick  watering,  it  does  grow  very  strong, 
large  African  violets.  It  is  a  little  different  in  that  the  pots  are 
allowed  to  stand  in  water. 

The  method  mimics  that  of  African  violets  in  the  wild, 
growing  in  pockets  of  soil  and  leaf  mold  above  rocky  rubble 
washed  by  seepage  from  constant  rains  into  which  roots 
penetrate  for  moisture.  Applying  that  to  container  grown 
plants  means  that  you  fill  the  bottom  of  the  pot  with  an 
aggregate  of  some  kind  and  plant  above  this.  Then,  stand 
the  pot  in  a  tray  of  water  to  grow. 

Our  association  magazine  tells  us  that: 

“The  Texas  pot  should  have  two  rows  of  holes  around 
the  bottom  of  the  pot,  the  top  lot  of  holes  should  be  about 
1/3  up  from  the  bottom.  The  pot  is  then  filled  from  the 
bottom  to  a  little  over  the  top  row  of  holes  with  a  50/50  mix¬ 
ture  of  perlite  and  charcoal... the  remainder  of  the  pot  is  filled 
with  your  normal  potting  mix  and  the  plant,  of  course.” 

Perlite  and/or  charcoal  make  the  best  aggregate  for  the 
bottom  of  your  pots  and  admit  plenty  of  air  as  well  as 
holding  some  moisture  even  after  the  trays  or  saucers  run 
dry.  Water  should  be  replenished  about  a  day  after  it  has  all 
been  used  up. 

The  holes  in  the  pot  are  mostly  there  to  indicate  how 
high  to  fill  with  aggregate,  and  how  much  water  can  be  put 
in  the  saucer  or  tray.  (Water  should  not  be  higher  than  the 
level  of  the  aggregate  in  the  pot.)  However  making  holes  in 
pots  can  be  a  slow  process  (best  tool:  soldering  iron)  and  the 
plastic  fumes  are  dangerous  to  inhale. 

Many  growers  favor  the  Texas  method  for  their  small 
plants,  using  disposable  foam  coffee  cups  for  pots,  since  the 
rows  of  holes  are  easy  to  make  in  the  soft  foam.  The  tops  of 
the  coffee  cups  can  be  cut  off  too,  to  make  a  shallower  pot. 
Growth  of  plantlets  is  fast  in  this  method,  and  the  plant  is 
soon  ready  for  repotting  and  moving  on  to  a  larger  pot. 

From  “The  African  Violet”,  Official  Journal  of  the 
AV  Association  of  Australia,  Inc. 
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Happy  New  Year  and  welcome  to  a  new  century!  In  the 
first  century  since  African  violets  were  brought  from  the  wild 
and  into  our  homes,  these  little  plants  with  the  fuzzy  leaves 
and  blue  flowers  have  undergone  a  number  of  changes.  We 
now  have  violets  with  flowers  in  pink,  red,  white,  green  and 
yellow.  Some  flowers  have  spots  while  others  have  stripes. 
Petals  can  be  semi-doubles  and  doubles.  We  have  plants  with 
colorful  variegated  leaves.  Plants  can  be  small  miniatures, 
large  standards,  or  various  sizes  of  trailers.  In  short,  the  last 
century  has  witnessed  numerous  changes  in  our  favorite 
plant. 

What  will  the  new  century  bring?  A  few  speculations  are 
discussed  in  this  column.  But  whatever  the  future  holds  for 
African  violets,  you  can  make  a  contribution  through  your 
imagination  or  dreams  in  your  own  hybridizing  project.  If 
you’ve  not  tried  your  hand  at  hybridizing  before,  why  not 
make  a  New  Year’s  resolution  to  try  a  few  crosses.  No  matter 
what  the  results,  your  efforts  will  continue  the  “Search  for 
New  Violets”. 

Q:  What  traits  do  you  think  will  become  important  in 
African  violets  in  the  next  century? 

A:  I  think  we  will  spend  a  great  deal  of  effort  in  refining 
current  traits  in  African  violets  as  well  as  focusing  on  the 
development  of  new  ones.  We  already  have  a  good  gene 
selection  for  plant  size,  flower  colors  and  types,  etc. 
Hybridizers  will  continue  to  combine  these  traits  in  new  ways 
to  produce  excellent  plants.  For  example,  it  was  recently  dis¬ 
cussed  on  one  of  the  internet  groups  that  miniatures  with 
coral  red  flowers  are  not  very  common.  Once  a  deficit  has 
been  pointed  out  to  hybridizers,  it  will  only  take  a  few  years 
for  them  to  develop  these  plants. 


1  also  feel  that  work  will  continue  with  the  yellow  flow¬ 
ered  violets  and  that  these  plants  will  improve.  It  has  taken 
years  to  produce  good  yellow  petunias  and  their  hybridizers 
have  been  working  a  much  longer  time  with  that  color  than 
we  have  been  in  African  violets. 

A  relatively  new  trait  that  has  not  been  worked  with 
much  in  African  violets  is  the  capacity  of  plants  to  produce 
more  than  one  bloom  stalk  per  leaf.  Cultivars  are  known  that 
can  produce  2  or  more  bloom  stalks,  but  hybridizing  work 
has  not  really  focused  on  this  trait.  Violets  in  the  next  century 
may  become  known  for  their  ability  to  produce  multiple 
waves  of  flowers. 

Another  group  of  new  traits  is  the  tailoring  of  plants  for 
specific  climate  conditions  or  resistance  to  pests.  Some 
violets,  notably  the  species,  are  tolerant  to  cool  growing 
conditions.  Work  with  this  trait  could  produce  violets  that 
could  be  produced  in  cool  greenhouses,  saving  considerable 
costs  in  winter  heating.  Selection  for  warm  tolerant  plants 
could  produce  plants  that  perform  well  in  hotter  climates. 
Work  has  already  started  in  this  area  and  could  easily  become 
a  focus  of  hybridizers. 

Q:  What  role  will  genetic  engineering  play  in  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  new  African  violets? 

A:  The  answer  here  may  range  from  nothing,  to  a  great 
deal.  The  focus  of  much  of  the  current  work  in  genetic  engi¬ 
neering  has  been  on  economically  important  crop  plants  such 
as  cotton,  corn  and  tomatoes.  Plants  that  are  grown  for  hor¬ 
ticultural  purposes,  such  as  African  violets,  have  received  rel¬ 
atively  little  work  by  genetic  engineers. 

The  driving  force  seems  to  be  “money”.  If  the  plant  is 
(In  Search  of  New  Violets  continued  on  bottom  of  page  15) 
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Y2K  is  upon  us!!!!.  Does  it  scare  you?  Will  the  world 
end?  If  it  does,  can  I  carr>'  two  African  violets  into  the  here¬ 
after?  Which  two  would  I  pick?  Showing  up  at  the  Pearly 
Gates  with  violets  in  hand  would  surely  get  me  in!  Violet 
growers  are  nice  people.  I  didn't  say  African  violet  Judges 
would  make  it,  some  of  them  are  destined  for  purgatory.  One 
of  them  gave  my  best  plant  a  red  ribbon! 

There  is  a  way  you  can  pile  up  points  for  the  hereafter: 
just  send  us  something  you  have  that's  on  the  AVSA  Most 
Wanted  List. 

By  the  way,  I  did  find  the  screwdriver  I  was  looking  for. 


^§4 


Becky's  Gypsy  Bells 
Carnix’al  Queen 
Elsted's  Oakleaf  Cluster 
Laurinda 
Melodie  Heather 
Ming  Rose 


Moon  Fire 
Mount  Fuji 
Paul  Bunyan 
Pink  Reverie 
Skagit  Royalty 
Tennessee  Apple  Blossom 


Please  remember,  If  someone  is  good  enough  to  send  you 
something  please  return  the  postage  asked  for  or  not. 


(In  Search  oj New  Violets  continued from  page  14) 
economically  valuable,  then  money  can  be  found  for  genetic 
engineering  projects.  Even  though  the  commercial  sale  of 
African  violets  is  economically  important,  traditional  breeding 
methods  have  met  most  of  the  needs  of  hybridizers,  so  genet¬ 
ic  engineering  techniques  have  not  yet  become  important. 
This  may  change,  however,  if  genes  in  other  species  are  iden¬ 
tified  and  isolated  for  traits  such  as  orange  flowers.  Genetic 
engineers  might  then  be  able  to  insert  this  gene  into  African 
violets  and  produce  orange  flowers.  If  the  genes  and  the 
funds  become  available,  then  there  might  be  a  reason  to  use 
genetic  engineering  techniques  on  African  violets. 

Q:  What  traits  should  1  look  for  in  selecting  a  parent  to 
use  in  a  cross? 

A:  What  traits  do  you  want  to  have  in  the  offspring?  For 
example,  if  your  goal  is  to  produce  miniature  plants,  you 
would  not  want  to  cross  two  standards  together.  If  you  do  not 
have  a  specific  goal  in  mind,  here  are  a  few  suggestions: 

Use  the  “best”  plants  in  your  collection  as  parents.  These 
plants  should  have  good  foliage  that  shapes  easily  and  natu¬ 
rally.  The  leaves  should  overlap  each  other  within  a  row  and 
between  rows  so  that  there  are  minimal  gaps  between  the 
leaves.  The  flowers  should  be  numerous  and  held  erect  on 


strong  stalks  just  above  the  foliage.  Choose  plants  with  flow¬ 
ers  that  are  semi-doubles  to  doubles.  Your  offspring  will  avoid 
dropping  their  blooms,  yet  there  will  be  adequate  pollen  to 
make  a  successful  cross.  Look  for  fiowers  that  have  good 
substance  and  size  in  clear  colors.  If  you  cross  the  “best  with 
the  best”,  the  offspring  should  be  of  excellent  quality  and 
should  offer  an  excellent  potential  for  producing  a  superior 
plant. 

Q:  Which  fowers  produce  the  best  pollen  for  a  cross? 

A:  Semi-doubles  or  stick-tight  singles  that  have  large  yel¬ 
low  stamens  are  a  good  choices  for  a  pollen  source.  The  sta¬ 
mens  from  a  recently  opened  flower  should  be  used.  When 
the  stamen  is  split  open,  the  yellow  pollen  should  be  visible 
as  a  dry  powder.  Stamens  that  are  wet  or  mushy  will  not 
have  viable  pollen.  Double  flowers  have  made  their  extra 
petals  by  converting  their  stamens  and  sometimes  even  the 
pistils  to  petals.  These  plants  are  often  nearly  sterile  and  are 
difficult  to  work  with.  You  may  have  to  withhold  fertilizer 
from  the  plant  in  order  to  disrupt  petal  formation  and  get  it  to 
produce  fiowers  that  have  stamens.  Keep  checking  every 
flower  that  opens,  especially  the  smaller  side  flowers,  and 
hopefully  you’ll  find  at  least  one  with  a  stamen  and  viable 
pollen. 
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There’s  no  place  that’s  prettier  in  the  fall  than  where  we 
live.  Looking  north,  we  can  see  the  length  of  Canandaigua 
Lake  (one  of  New  York’s  “finger  lakes’’),  suiTounded  on  all 
sides  with  heavily  wooded  hills  of  green,  red,  orange,  and  yel¬ 
low.  Looking  south,  we  can  see  the  Naples  valley,  nestled 
among  the  same  brightly  colored  hills.  One  advantage  of  work¬ 
ing  in  a  glasshouse  is  being  able  to  see  the  world  outside  as  we 
work  inside  -  we  get  to  see  the  beauty  inside  and  outside. 

With  the  fall  foliage  attracting  so  many  tourists  to  the  area, 
this  past  weekend  was  a  busy  one  at  the  shop,  with  a  lot  of 
first-time  visitors,  many  of  them  new  to  African  violets.  Here’s 
a  few  of  the  questions  that  we  were  asked  during  the  past  two 
days. 

QUESTION:  We  keep  our  home  quite  cool  at  night,  about 
55F  degrees.  Will  this  be  too  cold  for  our  African  violets? 

ANSWER:  It  won’t  be  too  cold,  but  they  won’t  be  very 
happy  about  it.  Most  varieties  cuiiently  being  grown  prefer 
temperatures  somewhere  between  60F  and  80F  -  much  the 
same  as  we  do.  Violets  will  survive  in  temperatures  a  bit  out¬ 
side  of  this  range,  but  their  growth  may  be  adversely  affected, 
lust  like  people  or  machines,  they  won’t  function  as  well  when 
too  cold  or  too  hot.  When  temperatures  begin  to  fall  much 
below  60  F  degrees,  growth  will  be  very  slow,  almost  seeming 
to  stop.  Foliage  will  become  more  haiiy  and  center  growth  will 
become  smaller  and  bunched,  behaving  much  like  a  person 
bundled  up  at  a  bus  stop  in  winter.  In  extreme  cases,  one  might 
mistake  the  tight,  hairy  centers  for  a  cyclamen  mite  infestation. 

Foliage  will  be  thicker  and  more  brittle.  Varieties  with 
variegated  leaves  will  become  more  heavily  variegated,  some¬ 
times  becoming  nearly  totally  white. 

The  blooms  that  may  still  be  produced  will  be  larger  and 
more  colorful,  but  will  be  less  numerous  and  infrequent.  If  too 
cold,  the  blooms  may  be  damaged  or  discolored,  looking  like 
they’ve  been  “bruised”.  When  it’s  cold,  it’s  more  important  to 
keep  excess  moisture  off  of  the  foliage  and  blossoms,  too. 

Having  said  this,  some  varieties,  and  many  of  the  species 
especially,  will  be  quite  happy  with  cooler  than  normal  tem¬ 


peratures.  Some  of  the  species,  in  fact,  won’t  do  well  if  it’s  not 
cool.  S.  goetzeana,  is  one  that’s  been  know  to  bloom  only  if  it’s 
kept  quite  cool.  We  like  to  grow  our  showplants  a  bit  on  the 
cool  side,  with  temperatures  between  60F  and  70F,  if  possible, 
since  this  promotes  better  variegation,  and  larger,  more  color¬ 
ful,  and  longer  lasting  blooms.  Growth  is  slower,  but  prettier. 

QUESTION:  What’s  that  yellow  stuff  that  you  keep 
brushing  on  your  violets? 

ANSWER:  The  “yellow  stuff’  that  this  visitor  was 
referring  to  was  powdered  sulfur.  It  is  our  way  of  controlling 
powdery  mildew,  which  seems  to  be  a  problem  for  us  in  spring 
and  fall.  Powdery  mildew  appears  as  a  fine,  white  powder  on 
leaf  surfaces,  and  sometimes  on  the  undersides  of  leaves  or  on 
blossom  stems.  It  will  look  much  like  fine,  confectioner’s  sugar 
blown  onto  the  plant.  Spring  and  fall  seem  to  provide  condi¬ 
tions  most  favorable  for  it  -  cool  nights,  warm  days,  and  stag¬ 
nant  air. 

Powdered  sulfur  is  our  way  of  eliminating  mildew  on  a 
violet  without  having  to  spray  our  entire  collection  with  more 
toxic  chemicals.  Since  it’s  our  practice  to  regularly  brush  the 
leaves  of  our  violets  when  we  groom  them,  it’s  not  that  much 
more  work  for  us.  We  keep  a  small  jar  of  powdered  sulfur  at 
our  side,  and  when  we  see  a  plant  with  powdeiy  mildew,  we 
dip  the  brush  tip  into  the  jar,  getting  just  a  very  small  amount 
of  sulfur,  gently  tap  the  brush  onto  the  leaves,  then  brush  off. 
It  kills  the  mildew  on  contact,  and  keeps  it  from  returning  to  the 
treated  areas. 

I  should  mention  that  I’ve  tried  the  method  of  simply 
placing  containers  of  sulfur  amongst  the  plants,  but  found  this 
to  be  of  no  use.  It  must  be  applied  to  the  plants  to  be  effective. 
Where  to  get  it?  Ask  your  local  pharmacist.  A  lifetime  supply 
can  usually  be  gotten  for  just  a  few  dollars. 

QUESTION:  1  have  some  very  dirty  violets.  Can  I  wash 
them? 

ANSWER:  Sure.  Just  be  gentle.  First,  find  a  working  area 
and  sink  that  is  large  enough  for  you  to  handle  your  plants 
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without  damaging  them  or  making  a  huge  mess.  A  sink  with 
a  sprayer  attachment,  and  easily  controlled  water  flow  and 
water  temperature,  is  best.  Next,  you  want  to  keep  the  soil 
from  making  a  muddy  mess  of  the  plant.  I  find  it  best  to  do  this 
when  the  soil  is  already  moist.  Dry  soil  tends  to  fall  out  of  the 
pot  too  easily  when  it’s  tipped.  If  you  can’t  fit  your  hands 
beneath  the  leaves  and  over  the  pot,  you  might  want  to  make 
a  plastic  “collar”  that  fits  around  the  plant’s  neck  and  over  the 
pot  rim. 

Collect  all  of  your  plants  to  be  washed,  so  that  once  you 
find  the  right  water  temperature  and  pressure,  you  don’t  have 
to  turn  it  the  water  off  while  searching  for  the  next  plant.  Use 
room  temperature  or  slightly  warmer  water  -  ideally,  water  the 
same  temperature  as  the  leaves  themselves.  The  water 
pressure  should  be  just  strong  enough  to  wash  away  the  dirt 
without  damaging  the  foliage.  Tip  the  plant,  holding  it  a  bit  on 
its  side,  so  that  the  water  runs  off  the  foliage  and  into  the  sink, 
not  into  the  pot.  Work  from  the  center  of  the  plant  outwards, 
so  that  the  dirt  is  washed  off  of  the  plant,  and  not  into  it’s 
center.  If  you  need  to,  you  can  use  a  mild  soap,  like  Ivory. 
Collect  some  soap  suds  on  your  fingertips  and  very  gently 
“suds  up”  the  foliage  by  carefully  rubbing  it  between  your  fin¬ 
gers.  Be  sure  to  thoroughly  wash  the  plant  of  the  soap  after 
doing  this.  When  done,  blot  the  excess  water  from  the  plant, 
especially  the  center,  with  a  soft  cloth  or  towel  that  won’t  shed 
lint  onto  the  plant  (like  some  facial  or  toilet  tissues) .  Place  in  a 
warm,  protected,  area  away  from  direct  sunlight  or  cold  drafts. 

Having  said  all  of  this,  you  should  never  need  to  wash  a 
violet.  Most  people  see  the  shiny  foliage  on  our  plants  and 
assume  that  we  wash  our  violets,  but  we  almost  never  do.  For 
one  thing,  washing  a  large  showplant  can  be  a  lot  of  work,  and 
can  do  more  damage  than  good  if  not  done  very  carefully.  We 
prefer  to  regularly  (once  every  few  weeks)  brush  each  plant’s 
leaves  with  a  very  soft  bristle  brush.  If  a  violet  isn’t  allowed  to 
stay  dirty,  it  won’t  need  to  be  washed! 

QUESTION:  How  often  should  Ijertilize  my  violet? 

ANSWER;  Every  time  you  water.  We  like  to  say  “treat 
your  violets  like  a  your  child”.  A  good  parent  wouldn’t  feed  her 
child  only  when  it  was  convenient,  at  irregular  intervals.  A 


child,  at  least,  will  make  more  noise  when  it’s  hungry  - 
“...when’s  dinner?!”  Any  growing,  living  thing  needs  regular, 
predictable,  feedings.  If  you  want  your  plant  to  grow  and 
bloom  continually  and  regularly,  you  need  to  provide  for  its 
needs  continually  and  regularly.  Use  the  “constant  feed” 
directions  for  your  fertilizer,  or  dilute  to  1/4  to  1/8  strength  if 
these  are  not  given.  Use  less  for  constant-watering  methods, 
since  the  plant  will  process  more  water,  and  occasionally  flush 
with  plain  water  to  wash  excess  fertilizer  salts  from  the  soil. 

QUESTION:  I  have fluorescent  lights  in  my  office.  Can  I 
grow  African  violets  there? 

ANSWER:  Yes,  but  if  your  office  is  like  most,  a  violet  prob¬ 
ably  won’t  bloom  very  well,  or  often,  there.  Violets  grown  in 
these  conditions  will  rarely  bloom,  leaves  will  be  less  finn  and 
succulent,  and  growth  will  be  more  sparse  and  upright  in  habit. 
Fluorescent  lights  that  are  6  feet,  or  so,  above  a  violet  on  a 
desk  top  won’t  provide  enough  light  for  good  flowering,  unless 
supplemented  by  good,  indirect,  natural  light  from  a  window. 
If  artificial  light  is  all  that  is  available,  it  would  need  to  be 
much,  much  closer  to  the  violet  for  it  to  bloom  well.  This  means 
within  at  least  18”  for  a  two-tube  fluorescent  fixture. 

In  the  interest  of  a  more  pleasant  working  environment, 
why  not  consider  mounting  a  small  fluorescent  light  fixture 
underneath  a  bookshelf,  or  putting  a  small,  table-top  light 
stand  on  top  of  those  filing  cabinets?  Of  course,  this  may  mean 
more  frequent  interruptions  from  staff  wanting  to  view  your 
beautiful  plants  -  “What  a  beautiful  plant!  May  I  have  a 
cutting?” 

Since  we’re  always  very  busy,  we  read  our  mail  (and 
e-mail)  but  rarely  have  the  time  to  respond  to  it.  We  don’t 
mind  answering  questions  over  the  phone,  however,  since 
this  doesn’t  disrupt  our  day  nearly  as  much  -  we  can  “walk 
and  talk”.  For  those  with  access  to  the  internet,  we  can  be 
contacted  at  robsviolet@aol.com  or  through  our  web-site  at 
www.robsviolet.com.  The  web-site  also  contains  a  wealth  of 
cultural  information. 


Name  of  columnist  replying  is  in  bold  print. 
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African  violet  growers  have  a  single 
goal  in  mind  and  this  is  to  grow 
big,  beautiful  plants.  Beautiful 
plants  are  created,  not  born. 

Baby  plants  have  the  potential, 
but  without  the  proper  forming 
and  molding  of  a  little  one,  the 
results  will  resemble  a  weed  gone 
wild.  This  tender  loving  care 
given  a  plant  to  produce  a 
gorgeous  one  has  a  name  - 
grooming.  Grooming  is  the 
ait  form  of  the  violet  world. 

It  is  the  most  important 
aspect  in  making  an 
ordinary  plant  into  a 
perfect  plant.  (Or  if  you 
will,  a  show  plant.) 

The  definition  of  this  per¬ 
fect  specimen  is  one  with  good 
symmetry  in  the  shape  of  a  wheel;  a  good,  healthy 
appearance;  the  foliage  and  blossom  stalks  evenly  spaced 
around  the  crown  of  the  plant.  The  plant  must  show  no  evi¬ 
dence  of  yellowed  or  damaged  leaves,  no  bleached  leaves  due 
to  improper  lighting,  no  spent  blossoms  or  blossom  stalks,  no 
suckers,  no  dust  or  soil  particles,  no  petiole  stubs,  no  neck, 
no  pests  or  insects,  and  no  secondary  or  baby  leaves  on  the 
outer  row  of  leaves.  The  outer  row  of  leaves  must  be  the 
largest. 

Now,  to  grow  a  plant  without  all  of  these  “sins”  is  a  big 
order.  However,  constant  and  consistent  grooming  will  do 
exactly  the  job  necessary  to  achieve  a  superior  plant. 

The  ten  proper  steps  to  grow  a  good  plant  are  potting, 
soil,  water,  light,  feeding,  space,  humidity,  spraying,  temper¬ 
ature,  and  cleansing.  Most  African  violet  growers  understand 
these  basics,  but  grooming  somehow  seems  to  be  an  alien 
and  often  neglected  process.  Perhaps  it  is  fear  of  causing 
damage  that  cannot  be  repaired  or  perhaps  the  thought  of  BIG 
is  beautiful  under  all  circumstances,  or  perhaps  it  is  just  plain 


procrastination.  However,  damage  done  can  be  repaired  and 
big  is  only  beautiful  if  grooming  is  part  of  the  growing 
program. 

Grooming  takes  little  time  if 
done  consistently.  First,  begin 
grooming  on  the  young  starter 
plant.  As  the  plant  grows,  keep 
removing  any  leaves  that  are 
smaller  on  the  outer  row  of 
leaves.  This  automatical¬ 
ly  keeps  off  the  second- 
aiy  leaves  and  allows 
the  inner  leaves  to 
grow  properly.  If  a  leaf  is 
damaged,  remove  it  and 
rearrange  the  other  leaves 
to  close  the  gap.  A  few 
days  of  the  other  leaves  being  held 
in  place  with  pick-up  sticks  will  permanently  close 
the  gap.  (These  sticks  can  be  purchased  in  any  toy 
store  or  store  with  a  toy  department.)  These  sticks  may 
also  be  used  to  move  any  leaf  that  is  out  of  place. 

If  the  grower  needs  to  remove  leaves  but  is  unsure  of 
what  leaves  to  remove  and  not  ruin  the  symmetry,  use  paper 
plates  cut  in  half  and  cover  the  leaves  to  be  removed.  This 
allows  the  grower  to  see  the  plant  as  it  would  be  without  the 
leaves  being  considered  for  removal.  If  a  leaf  should  be  left  on 
the  plant,  the  grower  can  see  the  error  before  the  leaf  has 
been  taken  off.  As  leaves  are  removed,  a  neck  will  form.  Add 
soil  to  the  pot  to  cover  the  neck  or  repot  the  plant  if  the  neck 
appears  to  be  higher  than  the  top  of  the  pot. 

Keep  in  mind  the  pot  should  be  one-third  the  size  of  the 
plant.  Do  not  over  or  under  pot  a  plant.  Always  keep  a  soft 
brush  handy  and  dust  the  leaves.  A  plant  breathes  through 
its  leaves  and  dirt  prevents  a  plant  from  obtaining  air.  A  plant 
even  enjoys  an  occasional  warm  shower  bath.  Avoid  getting 
water  in  the  crown  and  let  the  plant  dry  away  from  light. 
Ring  spots  on  the  leaves  can  be  avoided  by  using  room 
temperature  or  tepid  water  when  watering. 
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Too  much  artificial  light  will  bleach  the  leaves  and  direct 
sunlight  will  sunburn  the  foliage.  Overcrowding  of  the  plants 
will  only  result  in  broken  leaves  and  lack  of  ventilation  which 
can  cause  mildew.  Give  the  plants  room  to  spread  out  and 
grow. 

To  sum  up,  vigilance  and  taking  care  of  a  small  problem 
makes  growing  a  beautiful  plant  easy.  A  good  rale  of  thumb 


is  to  check  each  plant  when  it  is  watered  -  remove  any  leaf 
necessary,  stake  a  leaf  if  it  is  out  of  place,  brash  the  leaves, 
remove  all  suckers,  spent  blossoms,  and  blossom  stalks,  and 
check  for  evidence  of  insects  and  disease.  These  simple  tech¬ 
niques  of  grooming  are  the  keys  to  raising  the  BEST. 

From  the  Lone  Star  AV  Council  Newsletter 
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As  an  African  violet  grower  who  has  entered  plants  and 
designs  in  several  Bay  State  annual  shows,  the  chance  to 
finally  participate  as  a  judge  in  one  of  our  events  was  excit¬ 
ing.  Certainly  keeping  my  nose  in  the  AVSA  Handbook  and 
diligence  in  the  classroom  helped  me  earn  my  first  judging 
certificate.  But  there  is  something  to  be  said  about  the  act  of 
studying  versus  practicing  what  you  are  taught.  My  new  role 
would  require  me  to  look  at  my  favorite  plant  through  a 
different  lens. 

The  reason  that  I  decided  to  pursue  a  judging  certificate 
was  to  grow  better  African  violets.  Reflecting  back  on  my 
judging  experience,  I  took  these  lessons  home  to  my  own 
plant  room. 

1.  Grooming  -  We  are  often  swayed  by  the  notion  that 
bigger  is  better.  When  choosing  a  plant  to  take  to  the 
show,  we  sometimes  over-look  some  basic  grooming 
techniques.  Several  of  the  plants  exhibited  would  either 
have  received  a  better  ribbon  or  been  considered  for  a 
special  award  if  the  grower  had  decided  to  remove  a  row 
or  two  of  leaves. 

2.  Amount  of  Bloom  - 1  noticed  that  healthy  plants  lacked 
enough  bloom  for  the  size  of  the  plant.  The  grower  must 
look  at  each  plant  carefully  to  determine  if  there  are 
enough  open,  healthy  blossoms.  Remember,  spent 
blossoms  are  not  included  in  the  total  bloom  count. 

3.  Placement  of  Bloom  -  Often  times,  the  grower  can 
dramatically  help  the  plant’s  appearance  by  carefully 
moving  the  bloom  stalks  to  toward  the  crown.  Moving 


the  stem  can  help  create  a  pleasant  bouquet  of  flowers 
atop  the  plant. 

4.  Change  in  culture  -  The  grower  is  often  extremely 
aware  of  changing  conditions  in  the  plant  room. 
Unfortunately,  African  violets  don’t  hide  those  changes 
very  well  at  all.  It  is  consistency  that  serves  the  plant  and 
the  grower  best.  It  is  very  disappointing  to  see  a  prolific 
bloomer  lose  a  blue  ribbon  due  to  a  problem  that  had 
occurred  months  earlier. 

5.  Understand  the  rales  -  It  is  a  combination  of  the  AVSA 
Handbook  and  the  show  schedule  that  determine  the 
judges’  guidelines.  Unfortunately,  many  of  us  quickly 
pass  over  those  details  because  we  believe  that  we  have 
seen  them  all  before.  This  year  it  was  especially  true 
through-out  the  design  categories.  Some  exhibits  were 
not  allowed  to  be  judged  and  others  received  a  lesser 
ribbon  because  the  designs  did  not  comply  with  the  rales 
described  in  the  show  schedule. 

The  judging  experience  was  certainly  educational  for  me. 
But  that’s  not  all.  I  thoroughly  enjoyed  awarding  a  blue  ribbon 
to  each  deserving  plant.  The  challenge  and  disappointment 
came  when  a  plant  displayed  some  of  the  characteristics 
described  above.  I  hope  that  these  observations  help  my 
fellow  Bay  Staters  bring  home  even  more  blue  ribbons  for 
healthy,  beautiful  African  violets  and  creative  designs  for 
many  years  to  come. 

From  “Ye  Bay  Stater”,  publication  of  the  Bay  State  AVS 
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Bill  Foster 

AVSA  President 
3610  Gray  Drive 
Mesquite,  TX  75150 
emaihbpJoster@airmail  net 


Hopefully,  everyone  had  a  very  Merry  Christmas  and  are 
looking  forward  to  a  great  New  Year.  I  hope  you  have  includ¬ 
ed  a  trip  to  the  AVSA  convention  in  Omaha  in  your  New  Year’s 
resolutions.  The  members  of  the  Missouri  Valley  Council  are 
working  hard  to  see  that  you  will  have  a  very  enjoyable  visit. 
This  is  about  the  only  place  you  can  be  assured  of  getting 
some  of  the  very  newest  cultivars  for  your  collection.  Send  in 
your  coupons  early  if  you  wish  to  judge  or  clerk. 

Here  Is  a  subject  that  has  come  up  for  discussion: 

What  should  be  done  with  African  violets  that  cannot  be 
identified?  Should  they  just  be  given  a  name  and  entered  in 
the  show  or  named  and  put  on  the  sales  table? 

Occasionally,  when  someone  brings  a  plant  without  a 
name  to  enter,  some  of  the  other  members  are  able  to  identify 
it.  If  it  is  unidentifiable.  It  really  SHOULD  NOT  be  entered  in 
the  show.  It  would  not  really  be  fair  for  a  plant  of  that  type  to 
win  a  Best-in-Class  or  even  Best-in-Show.  This  could  happen. 
If  the  name  of  some  other  similar  cultivar  is  used,  the  judges 
may  catch  it,  but  if  a  name  is  just  made  up,  they  could  very 
well  just  consider  that  it  is  a  new  plant.  This  is  just  not  fair  to 
the  members  who  have  been  very  careful  to  know  the  names 
of  their  plants.  It  is  fine  to  put  such  a  plant  in  the  sale  as  long 
as  it  is  made  clear  that  the  plant  cannot  be  identified  by  name. 
Many  people  that  buy  plants  are  not  interested  in  a  club  or 
showing  and  do  not  care  if  the  plant  has  a  name. 

Here  are  the  names  of  our  new  senior  judges: 

Angele  Biljan,  5  Oakridge  Blvd.,  Nepean,  ONT.  K2G  2B2 
Michael  Jackson,  1220  14th  St.  N,  Bessemer,  AL  35020 


Evelyn  B.  Allustriarti,  1812  El  Verano  Way,  Belmont,  CA 
94002 

Gini  McCanne,  1420  Oxford  Ave.,  Claremont,  CA  91711 
Vera  Parker,  214  W.  Mayfair  Ave.,  Stockton,  CA  95207 
Irene  Thomas,  1199  Lyons  St.,  Redwood  City,  CA  94061 
Janice  Sorenson,  8357  E.  Jamison  Cr.  S,  EngJewood,  CO 
80112 

Joan  Watts,  620  Ray  St.,  Colo,  lA  50056 
Grace  B.  McCurnln,  6812  Reeds  Rd.,  Overland  Park,  KS  66204 
Pat  Richards,  15105  S.  Seminole  Dr.,  Olathe,  KS  66062 
Sharon  Toolan,  3903  Nemo  Rd.,  Randallstown,  MD  21 133 
Robert  A.  Clark,  Jr.,  118  Byron  Ave.,  Lawrence,  MA  01841 
Wilma  Wolverton,  8505  S.  Karr,  Grain  Valley,  MO  64029 
Carol  J.  Mark,  1823  Fairlie  Ct.,  Sparks,  NV  89434 
Kermit  Bunn,  Rt.  5,  Box  613B,  Snow  Hill,  NC  28580 
Blanca  Fuster,  1225  Americana  Lane,  #1205,  Mesquite,  TX 
75150 

Please  add  these  judges  that  were  omitted  from  the  list 
in  the  September/October  issue  of  the  African  Violet 
Magazine; 

j  Barbara  Peterson,  1255  Raynor  Dr.,  Richmond,  VA  23235 
j  Sharon  Miles,  1954  Liberty  Church  Rd.,  Hephzibah,  GA 
30815 

New  teacher: 

Paul  Kroll,  4325  Two  Rod  Road,  East  Aurora,  NY  14052-9693 

Meet  me  in  Omaha! 


The  new  Show  Schedule  Approver  is 
Patricia  Sutton 

1707  S.  77  E  Ave. 

Tulsa,  OK  74112 

e-mail  sutpa01@worldnet.att.net 
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leaves  or  Starter  Plants? 

h\  ll>roii  llort  k  •  S<iiila  Ro^a,  C  i 


Well,  I’ve  read  the  show  results  in  the  African  Violet 
Magazine  and  Council  News,  checked  the  Best  Varieties  and 
Honor  Roll  lists,  and  attended  some  local  shows  to  see  which 
plants  grow  well  in  my  area.  I  made  a  list  of  varieties  that  I 
want  to  grow  and  show.  Now  the  search  begins  to  find  those 
varieties. 

Three  places  immediately  come  to  mind  in  my  search  for 
wanted  plants.  My  local  club  members  are  always  willing  to 
share  leaves  or  extra  plants.  Local  club  shows  and  sales  are 
another.  The  third  is  the  commercial  violet  grower. 

The  commercial  catalogs  are  out  and  I  have  made  my  list 
of  what  I  want  to  order.  Since  I  am  buying  sight  unseen, 
should  I  order  plants  or  leaves? 

Plants 

If  I  order  plants,  they  will  cost  more.  The  plants  may 
have  thrips,  mites,  or  mealybugs  which  I  may  not  discover 
for  a  long  time.  But,  I  will  have  a  blooming  plant  sooner. 

This  starter  plant  may  not  be  the  strongest  one  that  was 
taken  off  the  leaf.  It  might  be  one  of  the  weakest. 

If  I  order  a  plant  with  fantasy  or  bicolor  blossoms,  will  the 
plant  bloom  true  to  description? 

Will  the  grower  have  the  starter  plants  I  want,  or  will  they 
substitute  since  many  orders  may  want  the  same  variety? 


Boy,  this  really  has  me  thinking  about  ordering  starter 
plants.  Maybe  I  should  think  about  ordering  leaves  instead. 

Leaves 

If  I  order  leaves,  they  will  cost  less.  But,  I  will  need  to 
wait  many  months  for  a  blooming  plant.  And,  I’m  less  likely 
to  get  unwelcomed  pests  with  a  leaf  order. 

I  can  plant  3  or  4  babies  from  the  leaf,  watch  them  grow, 
and  then  keep  the  best  as  my  show  plant.  The  rest  can  go  to 
the  sales  table  at  the  show. 

If  it’s  a  plant  with  a  fantasy  or  bicolor  variety,  I  will  get 
the  chance  to  see  the  blossom  color  before  I  pick  the  starter 
to  grow  out  and  show.  Some  fantasy  varieties  vary  from 
plant  to  plant  and  I  do  want  to  pick  the  best. 

Maybe  I  need  to  do  a  little  more  research  before  I  order. 
Just  when  I  thought  it  would  be  so  simple!  Guess  I  will  talk  to 
some  fellow  club  members  who  have  experience  with  plant 
and  leaf  orders  to  see  where  they  ordered  from. 

Experience  is  a  wonderful  teacher  but  not  always  a  kind 
one  when  it  comes  to  ordering  violets.  Everyone  wants  a 
"good  deal”,  but  some  are  not  as  good  in  the  end.  It  is  very 
helpful  to  know  about  the  grower. 

From  the  CA  Council  News 
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TIPS  ANDTRE/lfsURES 


#1  In  late  May,  Omaha’s  average  high  is  71  and  low  is  50. 
Weather  can  be  quite  variable  in  the  spring  so  it  is  wise 
to  pack  accordingly. 

#2  The  Holiday  Inn  Central  is  conveniently  located  just 
north  of  Interstate  80  at  the  72nd  Street  exit.  The  hotel 
main  lobby  is  on  the  south  side  of  the  complex,  while 
the  convention  center  entrance  (for  registration  and 
unloading  entries)  is  on  the  north  side. 

#3  Airport  transportation  to  and  from  the  hotel  is  free  of 
charge  using  the  hotel  shuttle.  Simply  find  the  courtesy 
phones  in  the  baggage  claim  area  to  let  the  driver  know 
you  are  there. 

#4  When  calling  to  book  a  room  at  the  AVSA  convention 
rate,  you  must  call  the  local  number  given.  The  central 
computers  at  the  toll-free  national  number  for  Holiday 
Inn  do  not  list  special  convention  rates. 


TREASURES 

#1  The  world’s  largest  furniture  store  -  Nebraska  Furniture 
Mart  -  is  just  up  the  street  from  the  Holiday  Inn  Central 
on  72nd  Street. 

#2  Ever  hear  of  Omaha  Steaks?? 

#3  The  country’s  largest  independent  jewelry  store  - 
Borscheim’s  -  is  within  a  fifteen  minute  drive  from  the 
hotel. 

#4  Ever  hear  of  Omaha  Steaks?? 

#5  Check  out  Rosenblatt  Stadium,  site  of  the  NCAA  College 
World  Series.  (Two  weeks  later  you  can  see  it  on  TV  and 
say  you’ve  been  there!) 

#6  Did  we  mention  the  steaks?! 

See  you 

May  21-28  in  Omaha! 
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A1  &  Cathy  Cornibe 
197  Archer  Drive 
Santa  Cruz,  CA  95060 


CREATE  A  BEAUTIFUL  DISH  GARDEN 
FOR  THE  NEW  YEAR! 


Dish  gardens  always  attract  attention  at  African  violet 
shows  If  you  haven’t  created  a  dish  garden  yet,  make  one  this 
year  for  your  home,  office,  or  to  enter  in  a  show.  Dish  gar¬ 
dens  are  so  easy  to  make! 

Regardless  of  whether  you  intend  to  enter  your  dish 
garden  in  a  show  or  not,  you  should  learn  how  it  would  be 
judged  under  AVSA  rules.  This  knowledge  will  give  you  more 
confidence  and  help  you  to  create  a  beautiful,  award-winning 
dish  garden. 

If  you  are  a  beginner  and  want  to  make  one  for  your  next 
show,  one  of  the  nicest  things  about  a  dish  garden  (or  any 
other  design)  is  that  you  can  buy  the  African  violet  and  all 
other  plants  whenever  you  want  to.  This  is  veiy  different 
from  the  Horticulture  Division  where  all  plants  must  be  in  the 
possession  of  the  exhibitor  for  at  least  3  months  before  the 
show.  The  dish  garden  class  is  a  perfect  place  for  beginners 
since  it  is  one  of  the  easiest  classes  in  the  design  division. 

Although  we  are  always  proud  of  the  club  that  we  belong 
to,  San  Mateo  County  African  Violet  Society,  we  especially  felt 
that  way  when  they  added  two  design  classes  for  “novices”  to 
our  show  schedule  last  year.  Our  definition  of  a  novice  in  the 
design  division  is  a  member  who  has  never  won  a  blue  ribbon 
for  a  design  at  one  of  our  past  shows.  Last  year,  all  of  the  dish 
gardens  in  that  class  were  beautiful.  They  created  award-win¬ 
ning  dish  gardens  on  their  veiy  first  try  and  so  can  “you”! 

In  this  column,  we  will  provide  you  with  AVSA’s  Scale  of 
Points  For  Dish  Gardens,  some  shopping  suggestions,  tips  on 
how  to  construct  your  dish  garden,  and  additional  help  for 
dish  gardens  that  will  be  entered  in  a  show. 
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AVSA’S  SCALE  OF  POINTS  FOR  DISH  GARDENS: 


Landscape  plan . 40  points 

Suitability  of  materials . 20  points 

Condition  of  materials . 20  points 

Cultural  perfection . 10  points 

Relation  of  container .  10  points 


1 00  points 

LANDSCAPE  PLAN  (40  points): 

As  you  can  see  by  looking  at  the  points  listed  above,  a 
landscape  plan  is  the  most  important  thing  to  keep  in  mind 
while  you  are  working  on  your  dish  garden.  Start  by  picturing 
a  scene  that  you  would  like  to  recreate  in  your  dish  garden.  If 
this  dish  garden  is  for  your  own  pleasure,  chose  any  scene  that 
appeals  to  you.  Woods,  cliffs,  mountains,  sea  shores,  jungles 
and  many  other  places  are  easy  to  recreate  in  dish  gardens. 

If  your  dish  garden  is  for  a  show,  you  must  read  the  show 
schedule  for  the  title  of  the  dish  garden  class.  Your  finished 
dish  garden  should  look  like  an  established  planting  of  a  scene 
which  portrays  that  title. 
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If  this  is  your  first  dish  garden,  don’t  worry  if  the  scene 
you  want  to  recreate  has  water  in  it.  Water  can  be  easily  por¬ 
trayed  by  using  blue  gravel,  small  pieces  of  a  broken  wind¬ 
shield,  melted  blue  candle  wax,  glue  from  a  glue  gun,  or  a  mir¬ 
ror.  So,  depending  on  the  scene  you  want  to  recreate,  it  is  easy 
to  add  a  stream,  lake,  or  waterfall  to  your  landscape  plan. 

Once  you  decide  on  a  scene,  start  thinking  about  how  you 
can  recreate  that  scene  in  a  dish  garden.  Don’t  worry  if  you 
don’t  get  any  ideas  right  away.  Shopping  and  looking  at  con¬ 
tainers,  accessories,  and  plants,  help  many  of  us  to  come  up 
with  ideas  for  our  scene. 

SUITABILITY  OF  MATERIALS  (20  points): 

Look  for  plants  and  accessories  that  would  be  appropriate 
in  the  scene  you  are  recreating.  In  a  jungle  scene,  ferns  and  a 
miniature  lion  would  be  examples  of  suitable  materials.  You 
should  not  use  plants  that  would  not  be  compatible.  For  exam¬ 
ple,  do  not  put  a  cactus  and  an  African  violet  in  a  dish  garden. 

Check  the  show  schedule  before  you  add  an  accessory  in 
a  dish  garden  to  be  sure  they  are  allowed.  When  accessories 
are  used,  they  should  be  appropriate  for  the  class  title  and  rea¬ 
sonably  scaled  to  the  size  of  the  container  and  each  other. 
They  can  be  partially  hidden  by  the  plants  so  that  their 
appearance  is  subtle,  not  dominant. 

CONDITION  OF  MATERIALS  (20  points): 

The  container,  plants,  and  accessories  should  look  clean 
so  they  won’t  take  any  attention  away  from  your  beautiful 
dish  garden. 

CULTURAL  PERFECTION  (10  points): 

Chose  plants  that  have  been  well-grown  and  are  free  of 
pests  and  diseases.  Of  course,  it  goes  without  saying  that 
African  violets  are  gorgeous  in  dish  gardens!  The  violets  do 
not  need  to  be  “show-quality”  plants,  but  they  should  have  a 
reasonable  amount  of  bloom. 

RELATION  TO  CONTAINER  (10  points): 

Your  container  should  not  dominate  the  plants  in  size, 
color,  or  texture.  The  amount  of  planted  material  should  be  in 
proportion  to  the  container. 

SHOPPING  FOR  YOUR  CONTAINER,  ACCESSORIES, 
AND  PLANTS: 

Reasonably  priced  containers  and  accessories  can  be 
found  at  garage  sales,  flea  markets,  and  thrift  stores.  You  don’t 
need  an  expensive  container  or  accessory  to  create  a  beautiful 
dish  garden! 

For  a  show,  use  a  “shallow”,  dish-like  container  without 
a  cover.  Shallow  is  defined  in  the  1998  AVSA  Handbook  as 
that  type  of  dish  in  which  the  preponderance  of  the  foliage 
extends  above  the  rim  of  the  dish.  It  cannot  have  multiple  or 
divided  planting  areas. 


Since  show  schedules  should  list  the  dimensions  of  all 
design  classes,  bring  the  schedule  and  a  tape  measure  with 
you  when  you  go  shopping  for  your  container  and  plants. 
Your  finished  dish  garden  should  fit  into  those  dimensions 
without  looking  too  crowded  or  too  tiny  for  that  space. 

Some  designers  measure  the  width  of  their  container  and 
then  multiply  that  number  by  one  and  a  half  to  give  them  an 
“approximate”  height  for  their  finished  dish  garden.  Then  they 
shop  for  their  plants  based  on  that  height  as  a  rough  guide¬ 
line.  Others  rely  on  their  own  judgement  for  the  overall  height. 

Select  harmonious  plants  of  various  sizes,  textures,  and 
colors  so  your  dish  garden  will  be  more  interesting.  Before  you 
buy  plants,  look  at  them  carefully  to  make  sure  they  are  free 
of  pests  and  diseases. 

While  you  are  shopping  for  accessories  remember  that 
they  should  be  used  sparingly.  Although  accessories  can  defi¬ 
nitely  help  you  to  recreate  a  scene,  beginners  often  make  the 
mistake  of  using  too  many. 

CONSTRUCTING  YOUR  DISH  GARDEN: 

If  you  spread  some  newspapers  on  a  table,  it  will  make 
cleanup  much  easier.  Try  to  place  your  container,  supplies, 
accessories,  and  plants  where  they  are  all  within  your  reach. 
Now  it’s  time  to  start  constructing  your  dish  garden  -  which  is 
the  most  exciting  part  of  the  creation  process! 

Put  a  layer  of  gravel  at  the  bottom  of  your  container  for 
drainage.  Then  start  to  recreate  your  scene  using  some  soil,  a 
little  at  a  time.  By  varying  the  height  of  the  soil,  you  can  make 
your  dish  garden  more  appealing.  If  your  scene  has  a  large 
rock,  or  any  other  large  object,  move  it  around  in  your  dish 
garden  until  you  find  the  perfect  spot  for  it  before  you  start  to 
add  the  plants. 

Some  people  like  to  work  with  only  one  plant  at  a  time, 
taking  it  out  of  its  pots  and  planting  it  in  the  dish  garden. 
Others  prefer  to  work  with  several  plants  at  the  same  time, 
leaving  them  in  their  pots  and  moving  them  around  in  the 
dish  garden  until  they  decide  which  plants  they  like  together. 
After  they  decide  which  plants  they  like,  then  they  take  them 
out  of  their  pots  and  plant  them  in  the  dish  garden. 

Plants  are  usually  arranged  in  descending  height  with  the 
tallest  plants  towards  the  back  of  the  dish  garden  and  the 
shortest  plants  towards  the  front.  But,  follow  your  own 
instincts.  The  location  of  your  plants  (in  order  of  their  heights) 
can  vary  depending  on  the  particular  scene  you  are  trying  to 
recreate  and  if  you  are  trying  to  divert  attention  to  a  particu¬ 
lar  spot  in  your  dish  garden. 

While  you  are  planting  the  plants  in  your  dish  garden,  try 
not  to  disturb  the  roots  any  more  than  is  absolutely  necessary. 
You  don’t  want  the  plants  to  go  into  shock.  Be  sure  to  leave  a 
little  room  for  things  such  as  a  stream,  path,  or  accessory.  You 
want  to  add  these  later  so  they  won’t  get  soil  on  them. 

After  you  have  planted  a  few  plants  in  your  dish  garden, 
take  a  break.  Stand  back,  a  few  feet  away  from  the  dish  gar- 
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den,  and  see  how  it’s  progressing.  Do  you  like  it?  If  you  aren’t 
sure,  take  a  break  and  do  something  else  for  awhile.  Breaks 
can  help  you  to  relax  and  look  at  your  dish  garden  more 
objectively. 

When  you  are  finished  with  the  plants,  cover  up  the  soil 
and  perlite  that  is  showing.  Depending  on  the  scene  you  are 
trying  to  recreate,  bark,  gravel,  sand,  shells,  rocks,  ground 
cover,  or  moss  can  be  used.  If  your  landscape  plan  included  a 
path,  add  it  now.  Miniature  gravel,  that  is  sold  in  model  rail¬ 
road  departments  in  hobby  shops,  is  perfect  for  paths.  Small, 
thin  pieces  of  slate  or  flagstone  can  also  be  used  for  paths.  If 
your  scene  included  water,  you  can  start  working  on  that  now 
too.  Ihke  your  time,  you  want  to  enjoy  your  creation  while 
you  are  working  on  it! 

After  everything  has  been  placed  in  the  dish  garden, 
brush  off  any  excess  soil  that  fell  on  the  plants  or  the  con¬ 
tainer.  Mist  the  plants,  especially  if  your  location  has  low 
humidity,  and  then  water  the  plants,  if  needed. 

Now  that  you  are  finished,  sit  back,  relax,  and  enjoy  the 
gorgeous  dish  garden  that  you  have  created.  You  should  be  so 
proud  of  yourself! 

ADDITIONAL  TIPS  FOR  DISH  GARDENS 
THAT  WILL  BE  JUDGED: 

All  plants  must  be  planted  in  the  container  and  no  cut 
material  is  permitted  in  a  dish  garden.  Do  not  use  an  American 
flag  in  your  dish  garden,  even  if  it  would  help  to  portray  the 
title.  Your  finished  dish  garden  should  fit  into  the  dimensions 
of  that  class  without  looking  too  crowded  or  too  tiny  for  that 
space. 

Since  you  should  be  using  a  shallow  container,  look  for 
plants  in  small  pots  so  their  roots  won’t  be  too  tall  for  the  con¬ 
tainer.  Miniature  bushes  and  trees  are  easy  to  recreate  by 


using  small  plants  or  bonsai  starter  plants.  Many  of  them  are 
perfect  for  dish  gardens  and  they  usually  come  in  small  pots. 

If  you  plan  to  complete  your  dish  garden  more  than  a 
week  before  the  show,  you  need  to  consider  where  it  will  be 
kept.  You  need  a  location  that  will  allow  the  plants  to  receive 
the  proper  amount  of  light  to  remain  at  their  peak  until  show 
time. 

If  you  don’t  have  an  African  violet,  you  can  still  construct 
your  dish  garden  in  advance.  Just  push  an  empty  pot  into  the 
soil  to  save  a  place  for  it.  When  you  get  your  violet,  remove 
the  empty  pot  and  plant  the  violet  in  that  spot. 

Find  some  type  of  lightweight  container,  like  a  plastic  tool¬ 
box,  to  transport  your  tools  to  the  show  for  last  minute  touch- 
ups  on  your  dish  garden.  Add  any  items  that  you  might  need 
at  the  show,  such  as  a  scissors,  tweezers,  paper  towels,  mis¬ 
ter,  and  a  syringe  to  water  the  plants.  If  your  show  schedule 
calls  for  3"  x  5"  cards  for  each  design,  add  a  few  extra  cards 
and  something  to  write  with.  Bring  anything  that  you  “might” 
need.  You  don’t  want  to  make  a  trip  back  home  or  to  a  store 
for  something  you  forgot. 

Use  a  sturdy  box  to  transport  your  dish  garden  to  the 
show.  After  you  have  placed  your  dish  garden  in  your  space 
at  the  show,  do  any  last-minute  touch-ups  that  are  needed 
such  as  removing  dead  leaves  or  spent  blossoms,  brushing 
dirt  off  of  leaves,  and  trimming  any  branches  that  you  do  not 
like.  When  you  are  finished,  water  and  mist  the  plants,  if 
needed. 

We  want  to  wish  our  fellow  African  violet  lovers  a  veiy 
happy  New  Year!  As  we  look  forward  to  the  future,  we  thank 
God  for  our  violets  and  violet  friends.  Our  lives  are  so  much 
richer  because  of  them.  Remember,  if  you  do  a  dish  garden, 
please  send  us  a  picture  -  we  would  love  to  see  it! 


QUESTIONS  ABOUT  MITES 


1.  Do  they  Jly  or  Jump,  or  are  they  only  -  spread  by 
contact? 

Mites  crawl  from  plant  to  plant, 

2.  How  long  can  they  survive  on  inanimate  objects  like 
light  stands,  watering  cans,  tools  &  utensils? 

This  depends  on  the  conditions.  They  can  be  killed 
in  a  steam  bath  of  450C  (probably  the  plant  will 
also  be  killed) ,  There  would  still  be  eggs  that  may 
hatch. 

3.  How  long  is  their  life  cycle? 

Cyclamen  mites  live  1-3  weeks  in  good  conditions; 
up  to  7  weeks  in  cold  conditions. 

4.  If  a  healthy  looking  plant from  a  mite-iiifested  collec¬ 
tion  is  isolated  but  not  spayed,  how  long  does  it  have 


to  remain  looking  healthy  bfrbre  it  is  considered  to 
have  escaped  infestation? 

At  least  3  months. 

5 .  Is  disinfecting  with  bleach  in  the  normal  way  sufficient 
treatment  for  leaves  from  a  mite-infested  plant  that 
are  saved  for  re-planting? 

Warm,  soapy  water  will  wash  them  off, 

6 .  Is  it  safe  to  re-use  pots from  mite  infested  plants  if  they 
have  been  soaked  in  a  bleach  solution?  If  so,  once 
made  up  how  long  does  it  retain  its  effectiveness? 

Yes,  Bleach  solution  loses  its  effectiveness  after 
12  hours. 
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What*s  Missing  From  This  Picture? 


Chances  are,  few  of  today’s  garden  eenters  know 
as  much  about  growing  African  Violets  as  you  do. 
No  doubt,  this  explains  why  so  many  knowledge¬ 
able  Violet  growers  have  a  hard  time  finding  the 
products  they  need.  For  anyone  who  knows  what 
it  takes  to  grow  beautiful,  full-blooming  African 
Violets,  it  ean  be  like  putting  together  a  puzzle, 
only  to  find  there’s  a  pieee  missing.  We  know  the 
feeling.  That’s  why  we  started  the  Selective 
Gardener,  a  plant  care  supplier  that  specializes 
in  products  for  African  Violets. 

Ehrerything  You  Need  to  Grow  Beautiful, 
Full-Blooming  African  Violets 

The  Seleetive  Gardener  makes  it  easy  to  get  the 
products  you  need.  As  a  plant  care  supplier  that 
specializes  in  African  Violets,  the  Selective 
Gardener  carries  a  full  line  of  plant  care  products 
with  brand  names  like  Optimara. 

•  Fully-dissolving,  urea-free  fertilizers 

•  Self-watering  devices  sueh  as  the  Watermaid 
and  the  new,  spill-proof  Optimara  WaterShip 

•  Ultralight,  pH-balanced  potting  media 

•  Pots,  trays  and  plant  covers 

•  Show  aceessories  and  more 

From  Leaf  Cuttings  to  Finished  Violets 

In  addition  to  plant  care  produets,  the  Selective 
Gardener  offers  Afriean  Violets  in  several  pot  sizes, 
ineluding  genuine  Miniatures.  You  ean  also  order 
leaf  cuttings  from  all  of  the  available  Optimara 
and  Rhapsodie  varieties. 


A  Complete  African  Violet  Resource 

The  Selective  Gardener  is  a  complete  African  Violet 
resource.  Send  for  the  Selective  Gardener  catalog, 
and  you  will  find  offers  for  plant  care  products, 
Violets  and  leaf  cuttings,  even  books  and  posters. 
Or  go  online,  and  you  will  find  even  more.  At  the 
Selective  Gardener’s  internet  site  (http://www. 
selectivegardener.com),  you  will  have  access  to  a 
number  of  resources  not  available  anywhere  else. 

•  Growing  tips  from  the  world  famous  Holtkamp 
Greenhouses 

•  Complete  interactive  Violet  identification  guide 

•  Links  to  other  useful  sites  such  as  Doctor 
Optimara,  a  symptom-based,  interactive 
guide  for  diagnosing  pests  and  pathogens 

•  Reviews  of  African  Violet  products 

(Tip;  If  you  do  not  have  access  to  the  internet,  try 
your  public  library.  Many  libraries,  now,  provide 
computers  for  public  use,  as  well  as  helpful 
assistance  for  anyone  wanting  to  go  online.) 

The  Selective  Gardener  Catalog 

To  receive  the  Selective  Gardener 
eatalog,  send  $1  (which  will  be 
credited  to  your  first  order)  with 
your  name  and  address  to: 

The  Selective  Gardener 
6011  Martingale  Lane 
Brentwood,  TN  37027 

Or  visit  us  online  at 
http:  /  /  www.selectivegardener.com. 


Copyright  1998.  Optimara,  Doctor  Optimara,  Optimara  WaterShip,  Watermaid  and  Rhapsodie  are  trademarks  of  International  Plant  Breeding,  A.G.,  Switzerland. 


MoO¥>  in 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  Used  for  destroying 
noxious  growths,  weeds,  pests,  etc.,  and  for  cultivating. 
Moon  in 

Productive  and  moist,  earthy  and  feminine.  Used  for  plant¬ 
ing  many  crops,  particularly  potatoes  and  root  crops,  and  when 
hardiness  is  important.  Also  used  for  lettuce,  cabbage,  and  sim¬ 
ilar  leafy  vegetables. 

Moon  in  Gemini 

Barren  and  dry,  airy  and  masculine.  Used  for  destroying 
noxious  growths,  weeds  and  pests,  and  for  cultivation. 

Moon  (n  Ccmcer 

Very  fruitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine.  This  is  the 
most  productive  sign,  used  extensively  for  planting  and 
irrigation. 

Moon  ^n 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  This  is  the  most 
barren  sign,  used  only  for  killing  weeds  and  for  cultivation. 

Moon  in  y^i-pgo 

Barren  and  moist,  earthy  and  feminine.  Good  for  cultiva¬ 
tion  and  destroying  weeds  and  pests. 


January  Moon  T^ble 


Date 

Sign 

Element 

Nature 

Phase 

I  Sat. 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fmitful 

4th 

2  Sun.  4:32  pm 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

4th 

3  Mon. 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

4th 

4  Rie. 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

4th 

5  Wed.  5:24  am 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fmit 

4th 

6  Thu. 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fmit 

New  1:14  pm 

7  Fri.  5:53  pm 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

1st 

8  Sat. 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

1st 

9  Sun. 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

1st 

10  Mon.4:59  am 

Pisces 

Water 

Fmitful 

1st 

11  Hie. 

Pisces 

Water 

Fmitful 

1st 

12  Wed.  1:48  pm 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

13  Thu. 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

14  Fri.  7:38  pm 

Thurus 

Earth 

Semi-fmit 

2nd  8:34  am 

15  Sat. 

Thurus 

Earth 

Semi-fmit 

2nd 

16  Sun.l0:25  pm 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

2nd 

17  Mon. 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

2nd 

18Tue.  11:01  pm 

Cancer 

Water 

Fmitful 

2nd 

19  Wed. 

Cancer 

Water 

Fmitful 

2nd 

20  Thu.  10:58  pm 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

Full  11:40  pm 

21  Fri. 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

22  Sat. 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

23  Sun.  12:07  am 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

3rd 

24  Mon. 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

3rd 

25  The.  4:09  am 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fmit 

3rd 

26  Wed. 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fmit 

3rd 

27  Thu.  12:01  pm 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fmitful 

3rd 

28  Fri. 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fmitful 

4th  2:57  am 

29  Sat.  11:17  pm 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

4th 

30  Sun. 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

4th 

31  Mon. 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

4th 

Moon  In  )Lihpa 

Semi-fruitful  and  moist,  airy  and  masculine.  Used  for 
planting  many  crops  and  producing  good  pulp  growth  and 
roots.  A  very  good  sign  for  flowers  and  vines.  Also  used  for 
seeding  hay,  com  fodder,  etc. 

Moon  In  Sco?^^lo 

Very  fmitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine.  Nearly  as 
productive  as  Cancer;  used  for  the  same  purposes.  Especially 
good  for  vine  growth  and  sturdiness. 

Moon  In 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  Used  for  planting 
onions,  seeding  hay,  and  for  cultivation. 

Moon  In  Co^lcof^n 

Productive  and  dry,  earthy  and  feminine.  Used  for  plant¬ 
ing  potatoes,  tubers,  etc. 

Moon  In  ^^apiuB 

Barren  and  dry,  airy  and  masculine.  Used  for  cultivation 
and  destroying  noxious  growths,  weeds,  and  pests. 

Moon  In  'Pisces 

Very  fmitful  and  moist,  wateiy  and  feminine.  Used  along 
with  Cancer  and  Scorpio,  especially  good  for  root  growth. 


February  Moon  T^ble 


Date 

Sign 

Element 

Nature 

Phase 

1  Tue.  12:10  pm 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fmit 

4th 

2  Wed. 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fmit 

4th 

3  Thu. 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fmit 

4th 

4  Fri.  12:31  am 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

4th 

5  Sat. 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

New  8:03  am 

6  Sun.  11:02  am 

Pisces 

Water 

Fmitful 

1st 

7  Mon. 

Pisces 

Water 

Fmitful 

1st 

Side.  7:17 pm 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

9  Wed. 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

10  Thu. 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

11  Fri.  1:21  am 

Thums 

Earth 

Semi-fmit 

1st 

12  Sat. 

Thums 

Earth 

Semi-fmit 

2nd  6:21  pm 

13  Sun.  5:23  am 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

2nd 

14  Mon. 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

2nd 

15  Tue.  7:45  am 

Cancer 

Water 

Fmitful 

2nd 

16  Wed. 

Cancer 

Water 

Fmitful 

2nd 

17  Thu.  9:11  am 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

18  Fri. 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

19  Sat.  10:53  am 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

Full  11:27  am 

20  Sun. 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

3rd 

21  Mon.  2:21  pm 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fmit 

3rd 

22  Tde. 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fmit 

3rd 

23  Wed.  8:58  pm 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fmitful 

3rd 

24  Thu. 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fmitful 

3rd 

25  Fri. 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fmitful 

3rd 

26  Sat.  7:10  am 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

4th  10:53  pm 

27  Sun. 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

4th 

28  Mon.  7:45  pm 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fmit 

4th 

29  Rie. 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fmit 

4th 

Reprinted  with  permission from  Llewellyn ’s  1998  Moon  Sign  Book. 
published  by  Llewellyn  Publications,  (pages  40,  42  &  233),  ISBN  1-56718-933-4 
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Does  Your  Plant  Have 

“Spaghetti  Leaves”? 

by  Ralph  Robinson  •  Naples,  NY 


what  on  earth  are  “spaghetti  leaves”?  Well,  take  a  look 
through  your  violet  collection.  You  see  that  plant  with  leaves 
that  seem  to  point  in  no  particular  direction?  Sure,  it  has 
foliage  that  grows  like  “spokes  on  a  wheel”.  Except  this 
wheel  looks  like  the  neighborhood  bully  has  put  his  foot 
through  it  more  than  a  few  times.  That’s  spaghetti  leaves. 
Thke  a  wet  noodle  and  drop  it.  See  what  we  mean? 

Some  of  the  very  old  varieties  seem  to  be  particularly 
susceptible  to  this  condition.  Personally,  we  have  little 
tolerance  for  these  kinds  of  deformities.  It’s  best  to  avoid 
these  varieties  altogether.  If  the  plant  gives  us  grief,  we  toss 
it  in  the  trash  can.  We  realize,  though,  that  not  everyone  is 
so  heartless.  For  these  poor  souls,  a  few  remedies.  First, 
always  keep  the  plant  in  the  center  of  the  lights.  If  the  plant 
has  to  look  anywhere  but  directly  above  it  for  light,  it’s  an 
invitation  for  those  petioles  to  make  a  “U”  turn  between  neck 
and  leaf  blade.  If  you  must  grow  in  windows,  it  might  be  best 
to  try  another  variety  rather  than  subject  yourself  to  the 
emotional  stress.  Next,  frequently  rotate  your  plants, 
especially  those  in  windows  and  on  the  edges  of  the  light 
shelves.  Do  this  regularly.  “Spin”  each  plant  as  you  water  or 
groom  it.  If  you  can’t  turn  the  plant  easily  without  knocking 
its  neighbors  over,  your  violets  may  also  be  suffering  from  a 
related  problem  -  overcrowding. 

Imagine  two  trains  headed  towards  each  other  on  the 
same  track.  Eventually,  one  train  must  turn  onto  a  siding  to 
avoid  collision.  An  overcrowded  violet  has  the  same  problem. 
It  often  would  like  to  grow  straight  petioles,  but  can’t  because 
the  plant  next  to  it  is  occupying  the  space  ahead.  Since  two 
leaves  can’t  occupy  the  same  space,  one  must  bend.  The 
moral  of  this  analogy  is:  don’t  overcrowd!  This  is  even  more 
important  for  minis  and  semiminis,  since  the  added  space 
helps  to  keep  them  small.  Yes,  this  is  correct... more  space 
means  smaller  minis  and  semiminis. 

For  those  violets  that  are  still  uncooperative,  a  more 
drastic  measure  is  necessary.  Next  time  you  go  grocery 


shopping,  buy  some  of  the  plastic  toothpicks  (for  standard 
varieties,  larger  toothpicks  or  swizzle  sticks  can  be  used).  For 
exhibitors,  these  can  be  invaluable  in  shaping  a  problem 
plant.  By  inserting  the  toothpicks  in  the  soil  alongside  the 
“offending”  petiole,  you  can  literally  straighten  it  out  over 
time.  Plastic  is  better  than  wood,  since  it  won’t  rot,  and  can 
be  removed  without  soil  clinging  to  it.  Often  it  is  just  a  matter 
of  moving  a  leaf  to  one  side  or  another.  If  your  case  of 
“spaghetti  leaves”  is  in  its  most  advanced  stages,  using  many 
picks  may  be  necessary.  Beginning  from  the  center  of  the 
plant,  place  as  many  picks  as  needed  along  both  sides  of  the 
petiole,  so  that  it  can’t  help  but  become  straight.  It  is  better  to 
do  this  before  the  plant  is  watered,  so  that  the  foliage  is  less 
brittle.  In  extreme  cases,  you  may  want  to  let  the  plant  go 
completely  limp  beforehand,  or  move  the  petiole  by  small 
amounts  at  periodic  (say,  weekly)  intervals. 

If  the  leaf  is  on  the  plant’s  outermost  row,  and  will  likely 
be  removed  anyway,  it  may  be  better  to  remove  it  immedi¬ 
ately.  If  your  problem  violet  is  being  particularly  obnoxious, 
and  some  of  them  are,  the  problem  is  likely  genetic,  and  your 
attempts  at  behavior  modification  may  be  futile.  As  hard  as  it 
is,  learn  to  discard  these.  Some  of  the  very  old  varieties,  in 
particular,  will  just  defy  your  efforts  to  correct  these  problems. 
Fortunately,  most  of  today’s  responsible  hybridizers  do  their 
best  to  minimize  these  problems. 

As  a  grower  and  exhibitor,  learn  what  hybridizers  are 
introducing  varieties  that  are  both  beautiful  and  easy  to  grow. 
What  varieties  do  you  see  frequently  at  shows?  From  experi¬ 
ence,  we’ve  learned  to  more  or  less  ignore  the  (sometimes 
exaggerated)  descriptions  in  some  catalogs  and  to  collect 
varieties  from  respected  hybridizers  that  we  know  produce 
quality  varieties.  Try  to  be  selective  in  what  you  grow.  Not 
only  does  this  mean  growing  good  varieties,  it  means  grow¬ 
ing  only  as  many  as  are  fun  to  grow.  So  long  as  it  remains 
fun  (i.e.  a  hobby,  not  a  job),  the  occasional  problem  plant 
won’t  seem  such  a  problem. 
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sport  of  Easter Joy 

Exhibited  by:  Emma  Bygott 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Classic  Rock 

Exhibited  by: 

Carolyn  Conlin-Lane 

Hybridized  by:  S.  Sorano 
Semiminiature 
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B-Man  ’s  Palermo 

Exhibited  &  Hybridized  by: 
Bruno  Curcuruto 
Standard 

Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


B-Man* s  Comiso 

Exhibited  &  Hybridized  by: 
Bruno  Curcuruto 
Standard 
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For 

Beginners 

by  Yvonne  Blake  •  Australia 


First,  let  us  clear  up  the  confusion  about  the  words  "ges- 
neriad”,  “genus”,  “species”  and  “hybrid”.  A  gesneriad  is  a 
member  of  the  botanical  family  gesneriaceae,  which  compris¬ 
es  many  genera  including  Saintpaulia  (African  violets), 
Streptocarpus,  Sinningia,  and  Achimenes  etc.  “Genus” 
means  a  subdivision  of  a  botanical  family,  which  is  then  fur¬ 
ther  divided  into  species.  There  can  be  variations  within  a 
species.  These  plants  are  known  as  varieties.  A  hybrid  is  a 
cross  of  two  plants  that  are  in  some  way  different. 

The  principal  requirements  of  gesneriads  in  general  are 
light,  water  and  soil  (or  potting)  mixture.  Humidity  and  tem¬ 
perature  are  also  important,  as  is  correct  fertilization. 

Light:  Gesneriads  thrive  under  a  number  of  different 
light  situations.  They  may  be  grown  in  natural  light,  in  a 
greenhouse  or  under  fluorescent  light.  Whichever  you 
choose,  you  must  give  your  plants  good  lighting,  as  they  will 
not  thrive  in  shaded  areas.  The  amount  of  light  required  by 
the  different  types  of  gesneriads  varies  somewhat.  An  east  or 
north-facing  window  is  considered  good  and  plants  should  be 
shaded  with  a  filmy  curtain  from  direct  sun,  which  may  burn 
delicate  foliage.  Under  fluorescent  light  some  growers  con¬ 
sider  1 0  hours  per  day  sufficient,  while  others  maintain  the 
plant  should  have  more.  The  main  thing  to  remember  is  that 
gesneriads  require  their  8  hours  “beauty  sleep”,  as  the  prod¬ 
ucts  of  photosynthesis  are  translocated  during  the  hours  of 
darkness  and  it  is  possible  to  “kill  with  kindness”  by  giving 
your  plants  too  much  of  a  good  thing. 

Water:  If  the  soil  in  your  pot  is  still  moist  to  the  touch 
your  plants  do  not  need  to  be  watered.  The  soil  should  feel 
dry  on  top  before  you  water,  but  do  not  wait  until  the  pot  has 
dried  out  completely,  as  the  tender  root  hairs  will  suffer  irre¬ 
versible  damage,  and  as  a  result,  the  whole  plant  will  be  set 
back.  You  may  water  from  the  top,  from  the  bottom,  or  you 
may  wick  water.  Your  plant  will  not  mind  the  method  you 
choose,  so  long  as  you  give  it  a  drink.  Water  should  be  tepid, 
or  lukewarm  -  not  hot  and  not  cold.  Water  which  is  10 
degrees  hotter  or  colder  than  air  temperature  can  cause  dam¬ 
age  to  the  leaves  but,  if  it  feels  lukewarm  to  your  finger  then 


it  will  be  suitable  for  your  plants.  Avoid  leaving  drops  of 
water  on  leaves  which  are  in  direct  light  as  this  will  cause 
spotting  of  the  leaves,  or  even  crown  rot.  Potted  plants 
should  not  be  allowed  to  remain  in  saucers  of  water  for  any 
length  of  time. 

Soil:  All  soils  (or  potting)  mixes  should  be  pasteurized 
before  use  to  destroy  any  harmful  insects  and  fungi.  Fill  a 
large  container,  such  as  a  roasting  pan,  to  a  depth  of  about 
10cm  with  well-moistened,  though  not  soggy,  soil  and  cover 
tightly  with  foil.  Place  in  oven  at  250  degrees  F.  for  two  hours. 
Soil  mixtures  and  soilless  mixtures  for  gesneriads  are  count¬ 
less.  Soil  mixtures  contain  some  garden  loam  and/or  compost. 
Soilless  mixtures  contain  no  soil,  but  are  made  up  of  materials 
such  as  perlite,  vermiculite,  peat  moss,  sphagnum  moss  and 
charcoal.  Fertilizers  may  be  added  to  both  mixtures. 

A  Soilless  Mixture:  A  basic  soilless  mixture  contains  1/3 
peat  moss,  1/3  vermiculite,  and  1/3  perlite.  To  these  basic 
ingredients  are  added  dolomite,  charcoal  and  fertilizer.  Two 
points  to  keep  in  mind  are  that  the  potting  mix  should  be  light 
and  porous,  allowing  good  drainage;  while  seeming  to 
contradict,  the  potting  mixture  must  be  capable  of  retaining 
water. 

Pots:  The  right  sized  pot  should  be  selected  for  your 
plant.  Pots,  which  are  too  small  or  too  large  for  the  plant 
growing  in  them,  are  not  as  visually  pleasing  as  pots  that  are 
in  proportion  to  the  plant.  It  is  usual  to  use  the  rule  of  thumb 
that  African  violets  should  be  three  times  the  diameter  of  the 
pot  in  which  they  are  growing. 

Temperature:  Ideal  temperatures  for  African  violets  are 
around  21  degrees  C  (69-70F)  during  the  day  with  about  a  5 
degree  drop  at  night.  However,  African  violets  will  tolerate 
quite  a  bit  of  variation  in  temperature  ranges. 

Humidity:  Again,  ideal  humidity  is  around  50%  -  60%. 
Humidity  may  be  increased  by  placing  plants  on  saucers  of 
moist  pebbles  or  by  misting.  When  misting  use  hot  water  in 
the  container  and  the  finest  setting  on  the  spray  nozzle  which 
will  give  just  the  right  temperature  of  water  reaching  the 
plants. 
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Air  Circulation:  Efforts  should  be  made  to  keep  plants 
out  of  draughts,  however,  good  air  circulation  is  essential. 
Stagnant  air  encourages  the  development  of  fungus. 

Feeding;  A  good  fertilizer  program  is  essential  if  African 
violets  are  to  do  what  we  want  them  to  do  -  produce  masses 
of  beautiful  blooms.  Plantlets  require  a  fertilizer  that  is  high 
in  nitrogen,  such  as  fish  emulsion,  but  when  the  plant  is 
nearing  flowering  size  it  requires  fertilizer  that  is  higher  in 
phosphorus  which  is  the  middle  number  on  the  label  of  most 
fertilizer  bottles.  N.P.K.  figures  are  shown  on  most  of  the 
good  fertilizers  and  these  should  be  studied  before  purchase. 
Unless  the  fertilizer  states  that  it  is  designed  for  wick  water¬ 
ing  it  is  a  good  idea  to  use  it  1/4  the  stated  strength  at  each 
watering. 

Training:  When  nearing  flowering  times  especially,  but 
also  at  other  times,  African  violets  are  subject  to  suckering. 
That  is,  sideshoots  are  apt  to  grow  at  the  junction  of  the  leaf 
stem  and  the  trunk  of  the  plant.  These  must  be  removed  as 
soon  as  they  can  be  distinguished  from  a  bud  stalk  if  the 
plant  is  to  maintain  a  single  crowned  growth  habit.  A  pencil 
may  be  used  to  gently  prize  the  sucker  from  the  plant.  The 


way  to  distinguish  a  sucker  is  simple  -  a  flower  stem  begins 
with  two  small  leaves,  then  a  “pinhead”  size  knob  appears 
between  the  leaves.  On  the  other  hand,  a  sucker  starts  off  in 
the  same  way,  but  instead  of  the  knob,  it  develops  a  second 
pair  of  leaves.  This  is  the  time  to  remove  it  before  it  is  large 
enough  to  leave  visible  scars. 

Pests  and  Diseases:  Unfortunately,  since  the  nasty  lit¬ 
tle  girl  let  the  bugs  out  of  the  box,  there  seems  to  be  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  bugs  trying  to  eat  everything  that  grows.  African  vio¬ 
lets  also  have  a  few  pests  that  attack  them  from  time  to  time. 
However,  a  sensible  program  of  spraying  will  take  care  of 
these.  The  password  to  growing  “clean”  plants  is  eternal  vig¬ 
ilance  and  hygienic  growing  conditions.  The  most  common 
pests  are  mites  of  various  kinds,  mealy  bugs,  soil  mealy  bugs, 
thrips  and  aphids.  Most  common  diseases  are  fungi  such  as 
powdery  mildew  and  crown  rot. 

Sprays:  There  are  specific  sprays  for  specific  pests  and 
diseases  and  care  should  be  taken  to  identify  the  problem 
before  spraying.  Care  should  also  be  taken  to  follow  the 
safety  procedures  recommended  on  the  label,  as  all  sprays  are 
dangerous. 


Keui  Yetvi  Rese&fum 

by  Claudette  Brown 


I  resolve  to  repot  my  African  violets  when  they  need  it, 
not  months  later. 

I  resolve  to  keep  records  about  my  plants  (source,  date 
acquired,  hybridizer,  description  from  the  Master 
Variety  List,  registration  number  if  any,  soil,  fertilizers 
used  and  when,  problems  incurred,  bloom  cycles, 
repotting  dates,  etc.  -  a  3"  x  5"  card  for  each  plant 
should  do  it.) 

I  resolve  to  turn  my  plants  once  (or  twice)  a  week,  and 
to  rotate  their  locations  under  the  lights. 

1  resolve  to  clean  matting  and/or  reservoirs  before  they 
turn  green. 

I  resolve  to  discard  any  plants  that  don’t  perform  well 
for  me. 

I  resolve  to  acquire  some  of  the  newest  varieties. 

I  resolve  to  put  down  leaves  of  my  best  performing 
plants  to  have  baby  plants  for  sharing  with  members  of 
my  club. 


•  I  resolve  to  do  a  program  for  my  club.  (Hopefully,  the 
program  chair  won’t  die  of  shock  at  having  a  volunteer 
come  forth.) 

•  1  resolve  to  recruit  at  least  one  new  member  for  my  local 
club,  council,  and  the  African  Violet  Society  of  America. 

•  I  resolve  to  write  regular  articles  for  my  club  newsletter. 

•  I  resolve  to  be  sure  each  of  my  plants  has  some  space 
around  it,  and  not  to  grow  more  plants  than  I  have 
space  for,  even  if  that  means  growing  fewer  plants. 

•  Most  important  of  all,  I  resolve  to  show  more 
compassion  and  understanding  to  one  of  nature’s 
truest  miracles  -  our  fellow  man. 

Is  there  anyone  who  wants  to  join  me  in  these  resolu¬ 
tions?  It’s  okay  to  do  it,  even  if  2000  is  well  underway. 

Let’s  all  do  what  we  can  to  make  our  hobby  one  that 

really  grows! 

Reprinted from  “The  Florida  Connection  ” 
publication  of  the  AV  Council  of FL 
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Bertha 

Exhibited  by:  William  Sugg 
Hybridized  by:  B.  Foster 
Large 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Prince  of  Dixie 

Exhibited  by:  Ernie  Elias 
Large 
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AVSA  CONVENTION  SHOW  SCHEDULE 

Wild  In  Omaha** 

MAY,  2000  •  OMAHA,  NEBRASKA 
Horticulture  Division  -  Amateur 


SECTION  I  -  COLLECTIONS 
Class 

1 .  AVSA  Collection  of  three  different  registered  standard  varieties 
all  of  the  same  type  (three  single  crown  or  three  trailers)  or  three 
different  species,  regardless  of  type. 

2.  AVSA  Collection  of  three  different  registered  varieties  of  the 
same  type  (three  single  crown  miniatures,  three  miniature  trailers, 
three  single  crown  semiminiatures,  or  three  semiminiature  trailers). 

3.  Holtkamp  Memorial  Collection  of  three  registered  Optimara 
and/or  Rhapsodie  plants,  all  of  the  same  type:  standard,  miniature, 
or  semiminiature. 

SECTION  II  -  STANDARD  PLANTS,  ANY  TYPE 
BLOSSOM,  GREEN  FOLIAGE 

4.  Dark  blue  and  purple 

5.  Light  to  medium  blue 

6.  Light  to  medium  pink 

7.  Dark  pink,  rose,  and  coral 

8.  Red,  wine,  fuchsia,  and  plum 

9.  Lavender,  mauve,  orchid,  white,  cream,  and  blush 

10.  Multicolor  and  chimera  (all  shades  of  blue  and  purple) 

1 1 .  Multicolor  and  chimera  (all  shades  of  pink,  red,  and  yellow) 

12.  Fantasy 

13.  All  edged 

SECTION  III  -  STANDARD  PLANTS,  ANY  TYPE 
BLOSSOM,  VARIEGATED  FOLIAGE 

14.  Blue,  purple,  lavender,  and  orchid 

15.  Pink,  red,  fuchsia,  coral,  and  wine 

16.  White,  cream,  and  blush 

1 7.  Multicolor  and  chimera 

18.  Fantasy  and  all  edged 

SECTION  IV  -  MINIATURE  PLANTS,  ANY  TYPE  BLOSSOM 

19.  Purple  and  all  shades  of  blue 

20.  Pink,  coral,  red,  and  fuchsia 

21.  Orchid,  lavender,  white,  cream,  and  blush 

22.  Multicolor,  chimera,  and  all  edged 

23.  Fantasy 

24.  Purple  and  all  shades  of  blue,  variegated  foliage 

25.  Pink,  coral,  red,  fuchsia,  variegated  foliage 

26.  Orchid,  lavender,  white,  and  blush,  variegated  foliage 

27.  Multicolor,  chimera,  and  all  edged,  variegated  foliage 

28.  Fantasy,  variegated  foliage 

SECTION  V  -  SEMIMINIATURE  PLANTS, 

ANY  TYPE  BLOSSOM 

29.  Purple  and  all  shades  of  blue 

30.  Pink  and  coral 

31.  Red  and  fuchsia 

32.  Orchid,  lavender,  white,  and  blush 

33.  All  edged 


34.  Multicolor  and  chimera 

35.  Fantasy 

36.  Purple  and  all  shades  of  blue,  variegated  foliage 

37.  Pink,  coral,  red,  and  fuchsia,  variegated  foliage 

38.  Orchid,  lavender,  white,  and  blush,  variegated  foliage 

39.  Multicolor  and  chimera,  variegated  foliage 

40.  All  edged,  variegated  foliage 

4 1 .  Fantasy,  variegated  foliage 

SECTION  VI  -  TRAILERS,  SPECIES  AND  VINTAGE 
VIOLETS,  ANY  TYPE  BLOSSOM,  ANY  FOLIAGE 

42.  Standard  trailers 

43.  Miniature  trailers 

44.  Semiminiature  trailers 

45.  Saintpaulia  species  and  natural  hybrids 

46.  Vintage  Violets  (must  be  at  least  25  years  old) 

SECTION  VII  -  NEW  CULTIVARS 

47.  Seedlings 

48.  Sports  or  mutants 

SECTION  VIII  -  AFRICAN  VIOLET  PLANT  IN 
UNUSUAL  CONTAINER 

49.  One  African  violet  plant,  either  standard,  miniature  or 
semiminiature  in  container 

50.  One  African  violet  trailer  in  container 

SECTION  IX  -  GESNERIADS  OTHER  THAN 
AFRICAN  VIOLETS 

51.  Miniatures  in  bloom  (may  be  displayed  in  regular  pots  or 
growing  in  clear  container,  cover  permitted;  no  single  plant 
more  than  5"  in  diameter)) 

52.  Tuberous-rooted  in  bloom  (Sinningia,  Nautilocalyx, 
Chrysothemis,  etc.) 

53.  Scaly-rhizomed  in  bloom 

54.  Fibrous-rooted  in  bloom  (Streptocarpus/Streptocarpella) 

55.  Fibrous-rooted  in  bloom  (Long  stemmed  such  as 
Aeschynanthus,  Columnea,  Nematanthus,  etc.) 

56.  Fibrous-rooted  in  bloom  (All  other  blooming  fibrous-root¬ 
ed  such  as  Chirita,  Episcia,  Petrocosmea,  Alsobia,  etc.) 

57.  Gesneriads  grown  for  ornamental  foliage  (All  Episcias) 

58.  Gesneriads  grown  for  ornamental  foliage  (Other  than 
Episcias) 


DESIGN  DIVISION 

SECTION  X  -  INTERPRETIVE  PLANT  ARRANGEMENTS 

All  entries  in  this  section  are  to  be  designs  using  one  or  more 
blooming  African  violet  plants,  removed  from  their  pots,  with  the 
root  ball  encased  in  plastic  or  some  other  material.  Fresh  cut,  dried. 
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treated,  painted  and  colored  plant  materials,  and  any  man-made 
materials  are  permitted.  Artificial  plant  materials,  live  or  dead 
creatures  and  the  American  or  national  flags  are  not  permitted. 
Accessories,  backboards,  draping  and/or  underlays  are  permitted 
unless  restricted  by  the  particular  class. 

59.  “Wild,  Wild  West”  -  A  plant  arrangement  using  some 
form  of  wood  as  a  component  of  the  design.  Staged  on  a  free 
standing  pedestal  38"  high  with  14"  xl4"  square  wood  tone  top. 
No  height  requirement.  To  be  viewed  from  front  only.  No  back¬ 
ground  permitted.  Underlay  optional.  Limit  6  entries. 

60.  “Wild  Stormy  Weather”  -  A  plant  arrangement  of 
designer’s  choice.  Staged  on  a  white  table  top  in  a  niche 
28"  H  X  21"  W  X  15"  D.  Limit  8  entries. 

61.  “Walk  on  the  Wild  Side”  -  A  plant  arrangement  having 
some  component/s  with  strong  architectural  qualities.  Staged  on 
a  white  table  top  in  a  niche  28"  H  x  2 1"  W  x  15"  D.  Limit  8  entries. 

62.  “Song  of  the  Wild”  -  A  plant  design  with  a  musical  theme 
of  the  designer’s  choice.  Staged  on  a  white  table  top  in  a  niche 
24"  H  X  18"  W  X  15"  D.  Limit  8  entries. 

63.  “I’m  Just  Wild  About?”  -  A  plant  arrangement  of  design¬ 
er’s  choice.  You  fill  in  the  blank  with  the  (style  of  design,  hobby, 
collectible,  era,  color,  etc.)  on  a  3  x  5  card.  Staged  on  a  white  eye- 
level  riser,  in  a  niche  19"  H  x  12"  W  x  12"  D.  Limit  6  entries. 

SECTION  XI  -  INTERPRETIVE  FLOWER  ARRANGEMENTS 

Each  entry  is  a  design  using  fresh  cut  African  violet  blossoms. 
Fresh  cut,  dried,  treated,  painted  and  colored  plant  material,  and  any 
man-made  materials  are  permitted.  Artificial  plant  materials,  live  or 
dead  creatures,  and  the  American  or  national  flags  are  not  permit¬ 
ted.  Accessories,  backgrounds,  draping  of  niche  and  underlays  are 
permitted  unless  otherwise  restricted  by  the  particular  class. 

64.  “Wild  Impressions”  -  A  cut  blossom  design  staged  on  a 
white  pedestal  at  eye  level  with  an  8"  x  8"  square  top.  Design  not 
to  exceed  8"  in  any  dimension.  To  be  viewed  from  the  front  only. 
Underlay  on  pedestal  top  optional.  No  background  permitted.  Limit 
8  entries. 

65.  “Small  Images  -  Wild  and  Colorful”  -  A  small  cut  blos¬ 
som  design  not  to  exceed  5"  in  any  dimension.  Staged  at  eye  level 
on  a  black  wire  stand  with  a  3  1/2"  round  black  top.  Wire  stand 
and  common  blue-gray  background  and  bottom  board  provided. 
Underlay  on  top  of  stand  optional.  Limit  10  entries. 

66.  “Wet  and  Wild”  -  An  underwater  design  to  be  viewed  from 
the  front  only.  Staged  on  white  table-top  pedestals  at  eye-level  with 
12"  X  12"  square  tops.  Underlays  on  pedestal  optional.  No  back¬ 
ground  permitted.  Limit  8  entries. 

67.  “Wildly,  Passionately  Purple”  -  A  cut  blossom  arrange¬ 
ment  using  one  or  more  purple  components.  Staged  on  a  white  eye- 
level  riser  in  a  niche  19"  H  x  12"  W  x  12"  D.  Limit  6  entries. 

68.  “Wild  and  Crazy”  -  A  cut  blossom  design  with  an  abstract 
flair.  Staged  on  a  white  table  top  in  a  niche  24"  H  x  18"  W  x  15" 
D.  Limit  6  entries. 

69.  “Wild  Blue  Yonder”  -  A  cut  blossom  mobile  design.  To 
be  staged  on  a  white  table  top  in  a  niche  28"  H  x  21"  W  x  15"  D 
with  wings.  Dowel  rod  to  go  across  wings  to  be  provided  by 
designer.  Limit  6  entries. 

70.  “Wild  Reflections”  -  A  cut  blossom  design  using  some 
component(s)  with  reflective  qualities.  Staged  on  a  white  table  top 
in  a  niche  28"  H  x  21"  W  x  15"  D.  Limit  6  entries. 


7 1 .  “Wild  Safari”  -  A  cut  blossom  design  using  an  animal  skin 
pattern  as  a  component.  Staged  on  a  38"  high  free  standing  pedestal 
with  a  14"  X  14"  square  wood  tone  top.  To  be  viewed  from  front 
only.  No  background  permitted.  Underlay  on  top  of  pedestal 
permitted.  Limit  6  entries. 


SECTION  XII  -  CONTAINER  GARDENS 

These  designs  are  miniature  gardens  or  landscapes  with  one  or 
more  blooming  African  violet  plants  and  other  growing  plant 
specimens.  All  plants  must  be  planted  in  the  container.  See  Class 
for  container  size.  No  height  restrictions.  No  cut  plant  materials, 
artificial  plant  materials,  live  or  dead  creatures,  American  or  nation¬ 
al  flags  are  permitted.  Accessories  are  optional.  No  limit  on  num¬ 
ber  of  entries  in  each  class,  but  only  one  entry  by  each  exhibitor 
in  each  class. 

72.  “The  Jungle  Wild”  -  A  covered  transparent  terrarium  not 
to  exceed  30"  in  length  or  width.  Landscape  of  designer’s  choice. 

73.  “Wild  Things”  -  A  small  covered  transparent  terrarium  not 
to  exceed  1 5"  in  length  or  width.  Landscape  design  to  depict  your 
interpretation  of  the  title. 

74.  “Thming  the  River  Wild”  -  A  planting  in  a  shallow  dish 
like  container  not  to  exceed  24"  in  length  or  width. 

75.  “Wild  about  Violets”  -  A  shallow  dish  garden  with  a 
small  scaled  landscape.  Not  to  exceed  12"  in  length  or  width. 

76.  “Wild  and  Wonderful,  Naturally”  -  A  natural  garden  plant¬ 
ed  in  a  container  formed  by  nature  (rock,  sponge,  wood,  shell,  etc.). 
May  have  more  than  one  planting  pocket.  Not  to  exceed  24"  in 
length  or  width. 


SPECIAL  EXHIBITS  DIVISION 

SECTION  XIII-EDUCATION  EXHIBIT 

77.  Education  exhibit  (by  invitation  only) 


COMMERCIAL  HORTICULTURE  DIVISION 

SECTION  XIV— SPECIMEN  PLANTS 

A.  Collections 

78.  AVSA  Collections  -  Standard  Plants 

79.  AVSA  Collections  -  Miniatures  and  Semiminiatures 

80.  Holtkamp  Memorial  Collections 

B.  New  Cultivars  (from  seed  or  mutation) 

81.  Standard  African  Violets 

82.  Miniature  African  Violets 

83.  Semiminiature  African  Violets 

84.  African  Violet  Trailers  (standard,  miniature,  semiminiature) 

C.  Specimen  African  Violets 

85.  Standard,  plain  green  foliage 

86.  Standard,  variegated  foliage 

87.  Miniatures,  plain  foliage,  solid  color  and  two-tone  blossoms 

88.  Miniatures,  plain  foliage,  all  other  blossoms 

89.  Miniatures,  variegated  foliage,  any  type  or  color  blossom 
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90.  Semiminiatures,  plain  foliage,  solid  color  and  two-tone 
blossoms 

91.  Semiminiatures,  plain  foliage,  all  other  blossoms 

92.  Semiminiatures,  variegated  foliage,  solid  color  and  two- 
tone  blossoms 

93.  Semiminiatures,  variegated  foliage,  all  other  blossoms 

94.  Trailers  (standard,  miniature,  semiminiature) 

95.  Saintpaulia  species 

D.  Gesneriads  Other  than  African  Violets 

96.  Gesneriads  in  bloom 

97.  Gesneriads  grown  for  ornamental  foliage 


SECTION  XV  -  SPECIMEN  PLANTS 

98.  Display  Thbles 


HORTICULTURE  DIVISION 
Amateur  -  Rules  and  Regulations 

1 .  Only  amateur  AVSA  members  in  good  standing  and  reg¬ 
istered  at  this  convention  are  eligible  to  enter  exhibits  in  this 
division. 

2.  ENTRIES  will  be  accepted  on  Wednesday,  May  24,  from 
6:00  p.m.  to  9:00  p.m.  FOR  CONVENTION  WORKERS  ONLY  and 
on  Thursday,  May  25,  from  9:00  a.m.  to  1 1:30  a.m.  and  1:00  to 
6:00  p.m.  If  an  entry  is  not  entered  by  the  owner,  the  name  of  the 
person  making  the  entry  must  be  on  the  back  of  the  entry  tag. 

3.  Only  clean,  healthy  plants  which  have  been  in  the  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  exhibitor  for  at  least  three  months  will  be  accepted. 

4.  Plants  must  be  correctly  named  or  they  will  be  subject  to 
correction  by  the  classification  committee. 

5.  Double  potting,  flared-top  pots,  supports,  and  collars  will  not 
be  accepted.  All  pots  must  be  non-decorative.  DO  NOT  COVER 
POTS  IN  FOIL.  Self-watering  pots,  such  as  Moist-Rite  and  Oyama, 
etc.  may  be  entered  in  colors  such  as  white,  black,  green,  or  any 
neutral  tone.  All  other  plants  must  be  slip  potted  into  pots  in 
colors  such  as  white,  green  or  any  neutral  tone.  Slip  potting  means 
dropping  the  pot  containing  the  plant  into  a  clean  pot  of  the  same 
or  just  a  fraction  larger  sized  pot.  It  is  recommended  that  plastic 
be  placed  in  the  bottom  of  the  outer  pot  to  prevent  leakage  onto 
the  table  covering.  This  must  be  worked  out  prior  to  entry.  Exception: 
trailers,  trailing  species,  trailing  gesneriads,  and  gesneriads  in 
protective  containers  may  be  exhibited  in  the  containers  in  which 
they  are  growing. 

6.  An  exhibitor  may  enter  only  one  plant  of  each  variety  in 
classes  4  through  46. 

7.  An  exhibitor  may  enter  plants  of  the  same  variety  in  class¬ 
es  1,  2,  3,  45,  46,  49,  and  50  as  those  in  classes  4  through  46. 

8.  All  plants  in  classes  1  through  50  must  be  single-crown 
plants  except  trailers  and  some  species,  which  may  be  multiple- 
crown.  S.  Amazon  velutina,  S.  Amazon  grotei,  S.  Sigi  Falls  and 
S.  House  of  Amani  will  be  accepted  in  Class  45. 

9.  Any  number  of  new  cultivars  may  be  entered  provided  they 
have  been  originated  by  the  exhibitor  from  hybridization,  from  pur¬ 
chased  seed,  or  from  mutation;  or  the  released  rights  in  writing  from 
the  hybridizer  have  been  given  to  the  exhibitor  for  purchased 


seedlings.  New  cultivars  may  be  entered  by  number  or  name,  and 
the  entry  tag  must  indicate  whether  it  is  a  new  cultivar  from  seed 
or  mutation.  A  sport  (mutant)  may  be  exhibited  as  a  “Sport  of 

_ .”  If  a  name  has  been  given  to  the  sport,  the  name 

in  parenthesis  may  follow,  such  as  “Sport  of  ‘Valencia’  (‘Dale’s 
Dream’).’’  New  cultivars  must  not  have  been  previously  shown 
in  an  AVSA  Convention  Show. 

10.  Gesneriads  (other  than  African  violets)  may  be  exhibited 
in  protective  containers,  and  natural-colored  mulch  may  be  used 
on  the  soil  surface. 

1 1 .  Exhibits  will  be  judged  by  the  merit  method  of  judging.  The 
decision  of  the  judges  will  be  final  unless  in  conflict  with  AVSA 
rules  or  rules  of  the  schedule.  Only  qualified  AVSA  judges  will  be 
permitted  to  serve  as  judges. 

12.  Only  blue  ribbon  winners  will  be  eligible  to  receive  special 
awards. 

13.  Any  African  violet  entered  in  an  AVSA  Collection,  Class  1 
and  2,  receiving  a  blue  ribbon,  will  be  eligible  for  other  awards. 

14.  All  African  violets  entered  in  the  Holtkamp  Memorial 
Collection,  Class  3,  must  be  AVSA  registered  Optimara  and/or 
Rhapsodie  plants  and  must  be  different  plants  of  the  same  type. 

15.  Only  one  collection  may  be  entered  by  an  exhibitor  in  each 
class;  AVSA  Collection,  Class  1  and  2  Holtkamp  Memorial  Collection, 
Class  3. 

1 6.  AVSA  will  afford  all  possible  protection  to  exhibits,  but  will 
not  be  responsible  for  any  damage  or  loss. 

17.  Entries  must  be  checked  out  on  Saturday  night.  May  27. 
Instructions  on  check  out  will  be  given  at  the  convention. 


DESIGN  DIVISION 
Rules  and  Regulations 

1 .  Both  amateur  and  commercial  AVSA  members  in  good  stand¬ 
ing  and  registered  at  this  convention  are  eligible  to  enter  exhibits 
in  this  division. 

2.  ENTRIES  will  be  accepted  on  Wednesday,  May  24,  from 
6:00  to  9:00  P.M.  FOR  CONVENTION  WORKERS  ONLY.  Entries  will 
be  accepted  on  Thursday,  May  25,  from  9:00  to  1 1:30  A.M.  and 
1:00  to  6:00  P.M.  Members  ON  TOUR  THURSDAY  ONLY  MUST 
turn  in  a  list  of  design  entries  at  the  Convention  registration  desk 
on  Wednesday  or  Thursday  and  MUST  receive  a  late  pass  to  enter 
on  Thursday,  May  25,  from  6:00  to  9:00  P.M.  Design  entry  books 
will  be  closed  on  Thursday,  May  25,  at  9:00  P.M.  and  all  designs 
must  be  in  place  for  classification.  Each  exhibitor  may  have  only 
one  entry  per  class  and  is  limited  to  a  total  of  8  entries  in  classes 
59-71  (interpretive  flower  and  plant  arrangements)  and  1  in  each 
of  the  container  garden  classes  72-76. 

3.  Advance  written  reservations  are  required  for  ALL  design 
classes.  Anyone  desiring  to  enter  designs  must  send  a  complet¬ 
ed  reservation  blank  (or  copy)  from  this  show  schedule  by  reg¬ 
ular  mail  only,  postmarked  no  earlier  than  March  15,  2000  nor 
later  than  April  30,  2000  to:  Jeanne  Cotten,  4402  East  105th  Place, 
Msa,  Oklahoma  74137.  No  telephone  reservations  will  be  accept¬ 
ed.  Persons  wishing  to  cancel  confirmed  reservations  or  ask 
questions  concerning  schedule  or  staging  of  designs  may  write  the 
above  address,  or  call  (918)299-6408. 
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4.  All  entries  must  be  creations  of  the  exhibitors  and  must  be 
placed  by  the  exhibitors. 

5.  Exhibitors  will  be  permitted  to  work  on  their  designs  on 
Thursday,  May  25  until  9:00  P.M.  and  on  Friday  morning,  May 
26  from  6:00  to  8:00  A.M.  for  blossom  placement  only.  All 
exhibitors  and  their  materials  must  be  out  of  the  showroom  by  8:00 
A.M.,  May  26.  All  exhibits  must  be  checked  out  and  removed 
from  the  showroom  by  midnight  on  Saturday  night.  May  27. 
Instructions  on  checkout  will  be  provided  at  the  convention. 

6.  Any  type  of  plant  material  (except  artificial),  man-made 
materials,  bases,  accessories,  backgrounds,  draping,  and  under¬ 
lays  may  be  used  in  all  interpretive  flower  and  plant  arrangements, 
unless  restricted  by  the  particular  class.  Accessories  are  permit¬ 
ted  in  all  container  garden  classes,  but  cut  plant  materials,  under- 
layments,  bases,  backboards  and  draping  are  prohibited.  Mirror¬ 
sided  terrariums  are  permitted.  The  American  flag,  national  flags, 
or  facsimiles  of  any  flag  and  live  or  dead  creatures  may  not  be 
used  in  any  exhibit. 

7.  No  part  of  any  design  may  touch  or  extend  beyond  the 
confines  of  the  niche  or  space  limitations. 

8.  All  exhibits  must  have  a  3"  x  5"  card  listing  the  African 
violet  varieties  and  other  plant  materials  (if  known).  A  written  sub¬ 
title  may  also  be  included  on  the  card. 

9.  Exhibits  will  be  merit  judged  by  qualified  AVSA  judges. 
Decisions  of  the  judges  will  be  final,  unless  in  conflict  with  AVSA 
rules  or  the  rules  of  this  schedule. 

10.  Only  blue  ribbon  exhibits  will  be  eligible  to  receive  special 
awards. 

1 1 .  AVSA  will  afford  all  possible  protection  to  exhibits,  but  will 
not  be  responsible  for  any  damage  or  loss. 


COMMERCIAL  HORTICULTURE  DIVISION 
Rules  and  Regulations 

1.  Only  commercial  AVSA  members  in  good  standing  and 
registered  at  this  convention  are  eligible  to  enter  either  the 
Specimen  Plant  Section  OR  the  Display  Ihble  Section,  but  not  both. 
They  may  also  enter  the  Design  Division. 

2.  For  dates  and  times  for  entering  exhibits,  please  refer  to  rule 
2  under  HORTICULTURE  DIVISION  AMATEUR. 

3.  All  plants  must  be  correctly  named  and  must  have  been  in 
the  possession  of  the  exhibitor  for  at  least  three  months  prior  to 
convention.  All  African  violets  must  be  in  bloom  and  must  be 
single  crown  plants,  except  trailers  and  some  species. 

4.  In  the  Specimen  Plant  Section,  exhibitors  may  enter  any 
number  of  plants  in  each  class,  but  only  one  plant  of  the  same 
variety  in  the  same  class.  Exhibitors  may  enter  plants  of  the  same 
variety  in  the  AVSA  Collections,  classes  78  and  79,  and  the 
Holtkamp  Memorial  Collection,  Class  80,  as  are  entered  in  the 
other  classes.  Exhibitors  may  enter  one  collection  in  each  collec¬ 
tion  class.  Plants  entered  in  the  Holtkamp  Memorial  Collection 
class  must  be  AVSA.  registered  Optimara/Rhapsodie  plants.  AVSA 
collections  rules  are  the  same  as  they  are  for  amateurs. 

5.  Only  plants  labeled  “New  Cultivar”  in  either  Specimen  Plant 
Section  or  Display  Table  Section  will  be  considered  for  AVSA  Best 
New  Cultivar  Awards. 


6.  Entries  for  AVSA  Best  New  Cultivar  Awards  may  be  seedlings 
(plants  originally  from  seed),  sports,  or  mutants  originated  by 
the  exhibitor,  or  the  right  and  ownership  to  them  released  by 
the  hybridizer,  and  must  not  have  been  previously  shown  in  an 
AVSA  Convention  Show.  Each  entry  must  be  labeled  “New 
Cultivar”. 

7.  A  6'  table  with  three  tiers  will  be  furnished  for  each  exhibitor 
in  the  Display  Table  Section. 

8.  Each  display  table  shall  contain  15  plants  (no  merchan¬ 
dise).  Three,  all  of  the  same  type,  miniatures  or  semiminiatures, 
or  miniature  or  semiminiature  trailers  shall  count  as  a  specimen 
plant  and  shall  be  judged  as  one  Unit.  The  display  must  be  pre¬ 
dominantly  (at  least  75%)  African  violets.  Other  gesneriads  may 
be  included  in  the  1 5  plants  and  will  be  judged  as  one  unit. 

9.  Any  plant,  up  to  a  maximum  of  15  plants,  on  a  display  table 
may  be  designated  as  competing  for  the  AVS  Best  New  Cultivar 
Awards,  either  standard,  miniature,  semiminiature  and  all  types 
of  trailers,  either  standard,  miniature,  or  semiminiature. 

10.  No  other  material,  such  as  ivy,  may  be  used  on  a  display 
table. 

1 1 .  Colored  lights  which  distort  or  enhance  the  color  of  the  plants 
will  not  be  permitted. 

12.  Any  shape  and  type  of  pot  for  specimen  plants  will  be  per¬ 
mitted,  except  flared  top  pots.  Supports  and  collars  will  not  be  per¬ 
mitted.  Pots  in  the  specimen  plant  section  must  be  slip  potted 
into  clean,  non-decorative  pots  in  colors  such  as  white,  green  or 
any  neutral  tone.  The  bottom  of  the  pot  containing  the  plant  must 
be  completely  covered  with  plastic  or  aluminum  foil.  The  pot  is 
then  inserted  into  a  pot  of  the  same  size  or  shape.  The  inside  pot 
may  be  of  any  color  and  may  extend  above  the  rim  of  the  out¬ 
side  pot.  Exceptions  to  slip  potting  are  self  contained  reservoirs 
(i.e.,  Oyama,  Moist  Rite,  etc.)  in  colors  such  as  white,  green, 
black,  or  any  neutral  tone.  Pots  in  the  Display  Table  Section  do 
not  have  to  be  covered  and  may  be  elevated  and  tilted  with  indi¬ 
vidual  pot  holders. 

13.  Prior  to  judging,  signs,  cards,  or  codes  identifying  the 
exhibitor  may  not  be  displayed  on  the  display  tables. 

14.  Exhibits  will  be  judged  by  the  merit  method  of  judging.  The 
decision  of  the  judges  is  final  unless  in  conflict  with  AVSA  rules 
or  rules  of  the  schedule.  Only  qualified  AVSA  judges  will  be 
permitted  to  serve  as  judges. 

15.  Only  blue  ribbon  winners  will  be  eligible  to  receive 
awards. 

16.  Rosettes  will  be  awarded  as  merited  to  the  exhibitors  of 
Display  Tables  receiving  the  first,  second,  and  third  highest 
number  of  points.  An  Honorable  Mention  Rosette  will  be  award¬ 
ed  to  the  exhibitor  receiving  the  fourth  highest  number  of 
points. 

1 7.  A  Point-Score  Sheet  shall  be  given  each  Display  Table 
exhibitor  to  show  how  awards  were  determined. 

18.  AVSA  will  afford  all  possible  protection  to  exhibits  but  will 
not  be  responsible  for  any  damage  or  loss. 

19.  To  reserve  a  display  table  or  for  further  information,  contact 
Pat  Richards,  15105  S.  Seminole  Drive,  Olathe,  KS  66062-3004, 
phone  (913)  829-4258,  email  Patter257@aol.com. 
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African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc. 
2000  Tours  -  Omaha,  NE 


Tour  Number  1  Lincoln  -  Nebraska’s  State  Capital 

Monday,  May  22,  2000  8:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m. 

About  an  hour  west  of  Omaha  lies  the  capitol  city,  Lincoln, 

Nebraska,  known  for  its  beautiful  treelined  streets  and  lovely 
parks.  It  has  more  park  acres  per  capita  than  any  other  city  in 
the  nation.  Home  of  the  University  of  Nebraska  Comhuskers 
as  well  as  the  state  government,  it  is  a  youthful  and  active  city 
with  much  to  see  and  do.  This  tour  will  include  stops  with  appeal 
to  a  wide  variety  of  interests:  science,  sports,  shopping  and  civics. 

The  first  stop  will  be  at  the  Beadle  Center,  the  University’s 
new  and  modern  research  facility  focused  on  exploring 
biotechnology.  Much  work  is  being  done  on  plant  genetics, 
so  among  other  things,  you’ll  have  the  opportunity  to  see 
their  greenhouses  and  tissue  culture  lab. 

When  the  Comhuskers  have  a  home  football  game  | 
on  Saturday  in  the  fall.  Memorial  Stadium  becomes  the  | 
third  largest  city  in  the  state.  Due  to  the  financial  sue- ' 
cess  of  a  prominent  college  football  program,  the  University  of  Nebraska  at 
Lincoln  has  athletic  facilities  that  are  generally  regarded  as  the  best  in  the 
nation.  You’ll  get  to  tour  these  fine  facilities,  and  see  why  talented  athletes 
from  around  the  world  choose  to  come  to  Nebraska  to  attend  college. 

The  Historic  Haymarket  District  is  an  area  of  beautifully  restored  tum- 
of-the-century  warehouses  filled  with  antique  shops,  art  galleries,  boutiques 
and  specialty  shops.  Lunch  on  your  own  at  one  of  the  many  and  varied 
eating  establishments  and  enjoy  some  free  time  shopping. 

The  Nebraska  State  Capitol  is  one  of  only  four  “skyscraper”  capitol  build¬ 
ings  in  America.  It  towers  above  the  city  of  Lincoln  offering  an  observation 
deck  with  magnificent  views  of  the  city.  At  work  in  the  halls  of  the  capitol 
is  the  unique  Nebraska  Unicameral  -  the  only  single-house  state  legislature 
in  the  country.  The  building  is  filled  throughout  with  intricate  artwork, 
mosaics  and  sculptures  depicting  the  natural,  social  and  political  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  state. 

Cost:  $25.00 

For  further  information  log  onto  www.lincoln.org 

Tour  Number  2  Omaha’s  Henry  Doorly  Zoo 

Monday,  May  22,  2000  9:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m. 

Omaha  is  rightfully  proud  of  its  world-renowned  zoo,  the  top  tourist  attraction 
in  the  state  of  Nebraska. 

Tour  the  Lied  (pronounced  LEED)  Jungle,  the  world’s 
largest  indoor  rainforest,  replete  with  tree-top  and 
jungle  floor  walkways,  cascading  waterfalls,  caves  and 
bridges,  as  well  as  the  many  wild  animals  living  amid 
lush  tropical  vegetation.  You  will  marvel  not  only  at  the 
plants  and  animals  that  live  in  the  Lied  Jungle,  but  also 
at  the  magnificence  of  the  glass-domed  building  itself. 
The  year  that  it  opened,  it  was  chosen  by  Time  Magazine 
as  one  of  the  ten  best  designs  of  the  year.  A  zoo 
horticulturist  will  give  insight  into  the  ongoing  work  of 
tending  to  the  Jungle  plants. 

In  the  Scott  Aquarium,  walk  the  ocean  floor  through  a  70-foot  long  glass 
tunnel  under  one  of  the  aquarium  tanks  and  watch  sharks  and  other  sea  crea¬ 
tures  swim  over  and  around  you.  Thke  time  to  enjoy  the  antics  of  the  pen¬ 
guins  in  their  glass-enclosed  refrigerated  surroundings,  and  enjoy  the  many 
other  displays  in  the  largest  aquarium  between  Chicago  and  San  Francisco. 

With  plenty  of  time  to  explore  on  your  own,  walk  or  ride  the  tram  or  train 
through  the  hills  and  trees.  Discover  the  lions,  tigers  and  other  felines  at  the 
Cat  Complex,  the  largest  in  North  America.  Step  into  one  of  the  world’s  largest 
ffee-flight  aviaries.  Or  stop  in  the  Mutual  of  Omaha  Wild  Kingdom  Pavilion 
and  check  out  the  educational  exhibits.  Be  sure  to  wear  comfortable  shoes! 

Lunch  on  your  own  at  the  Tree  Top  Restaurant  in  the  Lied  Jungle  Building, 
or  at  any  of  the  snack  areas  located  throughout  the  zoo  property. 

Should  the  weather  not  be  ideal,  take  comfort  in  knowing  that  most  of 
the  zoo’s  finest  attractions  are  indoors. 

While  at  the  zoo,  the  group  will  be  treated  to  a  showing  of  a  film  on  the 
six-story-tall  screen  at  the  zoo’s  IMAX  theatre. 

You’ll  leave  knowing  you’ve  seen  one  of  the  best  and  most  progressive 
zoos  in  the  world. 

Cost:  $33.00 

For  further  information  log  onto  www.omahazoo.com 


Tour  Number  3  Westward  Ho! 

Tuesday,  May  23,  2000  Depart  8:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m. 

Historically,  much  occurred  in  this  part  of  the  country 
as  America  expanded  westward.  Through  this  area  passed 
the  Louis  &  Clark  expedition,  the  Oregon, 
Mormon  and  California  Ttails  and  the  first 
transcontinental  railroad. 

Visit  the  new  Western  Historic  Ifails 
Center  across  the  Missouri  River  in  Council 
Bluffs,  Iowa,  for  exhibits  illustrating  the  westward  trek  of  the  pioneers. 

'Ttavel  back  into  Nebraska  a  few  miles  north  of  Omaha  to  Fort  Atkinson 
State  Historical  Park.  In  1 804  Lewis  and  Clark  and  the  Corps  of  Discovery 
first  met  with  the  Oto  and  Missouri  Indians  on  this  site  which  came  to  be  called 
Council  Bluff.  In  1 8 1 9  the  Fort  erected  here  on  the  same  site  was  the  first  U.S. 
military  post  west  of  the  Missouri  River.  Although  it  was  in  service  for  only 
a  few  years,  at  one  point  over  a  thousand  men  were  garrisoned  here.  Several 
buildings  that  stood  outside  the  fort,  as  well  as  a  major  portion  of  the  fort  itself, 
have  been  carefully  reconstmeted.  You  really  can  take  a  step  back  in  time  imag¬ 
ining  yourself  in  an  isolated  wilderness  outpost  in  the  early  1 800’s.  Note:  Those 
who  have  difficulty  walking  may  find  the  visit  to  Fort  Atkinson  somewhat 
challenging.  Comfortable  walking  shoes  are  advised 

Heading  back  into  Iowa,  you’ll  travel  to  DeSoto  National  Wildlife  Refuge. 
While  primarily  noted  as  the  annual  stopping  place  for  nearly  a  million  migrat¬ 
ing  ducks  and  snow  geese,  the  Refuge  is  also  the  site  of  a  wonderful  histor¬ 
ical  display.  In  the  1 860’s  the  1 78-foot  stemwheeler  steamship  Bertrand  sank 
while  canying  a  full  load  of  provisions  up  the  Missouri  River  to  Montana.  Buried 
under  mud  and  soil,  the  boat  was  discovered  on  Refuge  property  in  1968  and 
it  was  unearthed  the  following  year.  Today  the  cargo  provides  a  fascinating 
picture  of  life  in  the  middle  1800’s.  The  contents  of  the  Bertrand  are  care¬ 
fully  preserved  and  displayed  in  light,  temperature  and  humidity  controlled 
cases.  All  this,  and  you’re  also  in  the  lovely  visitor  center  of  a  refuge 
devoted  to  the  beauty  of  nature  and  the  conservation  of  wildlife. 

Since  this  tour  will  be  traveling  back  and  forth  across  essentially  mral 
areas,  bottled  water  and  a  delicious  boxed  lunch  will  be  provided,  in  a  pic¬ 
nic  setting  if  the  weather  permits.  Kent  Stork,  who  grew  up  in  this  area  and 
who  will  give  some  personal  perspective  on  area  history,  will  lead  the  tour. 

Cost:  $28.00 

For  further  information  log  onto  www.ngpc.state.ne.us,  click  on  Parks  &. 
Rec,  and  under  State  Historical  Parks  go  to  Fort  Atkinson. 

Tour  Number  4  Wildlife  Safari  /  SAC  Museum 

Tuesday,  May  23,  2000  8:00  a.m.  to  1 :00  p.m. 

Less  than  a  half  hour  west  and  south  of  Omaha,  nestled  in  the  bluffs 
overlooking  the  Platte  River  valley  is  the  brand  new 
Lee  G.  Simmons  Conservation  Park  &  Wildlife 
Safari.  A  branch  of  the  Henry. 

Doorly  Zoo,  this  property  is  ded¬ 
icated  to  the  study,  preservation  and  breed¬ 
ing  of  North  American  wildlife.  A  zoo  tour  guide  will  step  onto  the  bus  and 
provide  commentary  on  the  drive-through  safari  where  you’ll  come  face  to 
face  with  bison,  white-tailed  deer,  wolves,  and  pronghorn  antelope  as  well 
as  wild  turkeys  and  assorted  waterfowl  in  natural  surroundings.  Snacks,  bev¬ 
erages  and  many  other  items  will  be  available  in  the  park  gift  shop. 

Only  five  minutes  away  is  the  huge  new  Strategic  Air  Command  Museum. 
Regarded  as  the  nation’s  foremost  facility  of  its  kind,  the  museum  brings 
recent  history  and  technology  to  life  in  a  building  that  covers  the  area  of 
over  six  football  fields.  Two  gigantic  hangars  joined  by  a  glass  atrium  house 
thirty-one  full-sized  rrulitaiy  aircraft,  from  small  planes  on  up  to  a  B-52  bomber, 
as  well  as  thousands  of  other  items.  Visitors  of  all  ages  are  awestruck  by 
the  vast  display  as  they  walk  around  and  under  the  many  airplanes.  A  knowl¬ 
edgeable  tour  guide  will  lead  the  group  though  the  museum,  giving  fasci¬ 
nating  background  information  on  the  aviation  and  aerospace  exhibits.  As 
is  typical,  a  nice  gift  shop  is  housed  in  the  museum.  And,  if  anyone  wish¬ 
es  to  grab  lunch  before  heading  back  to  Omaha,  the  museum  provides  a 
very  nice  snack  bar  area. 

Cost:  $27.00 

For  further  information  log  onto 
www.omahazoo.com/parkweb/park.html 

or  www.sacmuseum.or/general.html  strategic  Air  Command  Museum 
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Tour  Number  5  An  Evening  in  the  Old  Market 

Tuesday,  May  23,  2000  5:00  p.m.  to  9:30  p.m. 

At  the  end  of  the  1 9th  century,  Omaha  was  in  its  prime  as  a  great  rail¬ 
road  center  connecting  the  settled  East  with  the  wide-open  West.  The  Market 
area,  with  its  red  brick  streets  and  warehouses,  was  at  the  height  of  its  splen¬ 
dor,  bustling  with  produce  dealers,  buyers  and  transporters. 

Today  the  Old  Market  is  again  vibrant  and  alive 
with  activity.  It  is  home  to  some  of  Omaha’s 
best  restaurants,  unique  shops,  art  gal¬ 
leries,  bookstores,  pubs  and  coffee  bars. 
The  most  fun  place  in  Omaha,  it  is  a 
great  spot  for  a  leisurely  summer’s  eve. 
The  Old  Market  is  where  Omahans  like 
to  go  for  a  pleasant  evening  out. 

After  a  brief  tour  of  the  Old  Market 
area,  you’ll  be  free  for  the  rest  of  the 
evening  to  explore  the  many  shops  and 
have  fun  deciding  whether  to  dine  on  bakery  treats,  try  out  unusual  ethnic 
foods,  or  Indulge  in  fine  French  cuisine  or  on  a  good  Nebraska  steak. 

On  the  weekends,  the  sidewalks  are  alive  with  street  entertainers,  and 
there  may  even  be  a  few  out  on  a  weeknight.  TUke  a  horse-drawn  buggy 
ride.  Or  you  may  wish  to  stroll  over  to  nearby  Heartland  of  America  park 
for  a  walk  around  the  small  lake  and  to  enjoy  the  huge  fountain  that  sprays 
water  over  300  feet  in  the  air  and  is  spectacularly  lit  with  colored  lights. 

You  may  dress  an3rwhere  from  comfortable  summer  casual  to  glamorous 
to  downright  weird!  Being  an  arts  community,  the  Old  Market  Is  a  great  place 
for  people-watching! 

Cost:  $22.00 

For  further  information  log  onto  www.omahaoldmarket.com 


Tour  Number  6  Henry  Doorly  Zoo  Lied  Jungle  &  Rainforest 

Wednesday,  May  24,  2000  9:00  a.m.  to  3:00  p.m. 

The  same  as  Tour  #2  only  more  brief 

Cost:  $29.00 


Tour  Number  7  Boy’s  Town  /  Western  Heritage  Museum 

Wednesday,  May  24,  2000  8:00  a.m.  to  3:00  p.m. 

In  1917,  a  young  Irish  immigrant  priest,  wearied  from  his  work  with 
homeless  and  alcoholic  men,  decided  to  attack  the  problem  at  its  roots.  He 
opened  his  heart  to  abandoned  boys,  and  began 
what  would  become  his  life’s  labor,  a  home  for 
children  In  need  of  a  fresh  start  in  life. 

Over  the  years.  Father  Flanagan’s  Boys’ 

Home  grew  to  be  Boys  Town,  and  it  came  to 
national  prominence  in  1938  with  the  release  of 
the  smash  hit  motion  picture  “Boys  Town’’  star¬ 
ring  Spencer  Tracy  and  Mickey  Rooney. 

The  tour  will  cover  many  sites  on  the  Boys 
Town  campus,  including  the  beautiful  chapels. 

Father  Flanagan’s  home,  and  the  Hall  of  History 
that  recounts  the  story  of  the  home  for  boys 
that  now  takes  in  girls  as  well.  Among  the  items 
on  display  is  the  Best  Actor  Oscar  that  Spencer 
Tracy  won  for  his  portrayal  of  Father  Flanagan 
in  the  movie.  A  staff  horticulturist  will  show 
the  greenhouse  and  the  gardens  and  will  dis¬ 
cuss  the  horticulture  program  designed  for  the 
young  residents. 

Following  lunch  on  your  own  in  the  excit¬ 
ing  Old  Market  area,  you’ll  be  heading  to  the 
old  Union  Station  Depot  for  a  great  time  exploring  the 
Durham  Western  Heritage  Museum.  From  the  great  hall 
of  the  restored  art  deco  railroad  station  descend  to  the 
lower  level  for  displays  illuminating  Omaha  history.  The  museum  houses 
the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Collection  and  you  can  walk  through  the  cars  of 
an  old-fashioned  steam  engine  train.  If  you  wish,  you  can  view  the  world- 
famous  Byron  Reed  coin  collection  which  was  bequeathed  to  the  city  of  Omaha. 
Top  off  the  tour  with  a  malted  milkshake  or  a  phosphate  at  the  authentic 
soda  fountain  on  the  museum’s  main  floor. 

Cost:  $23.00 

For  further  information  log  onto  www.ffbh.boystown.org,  and  click  on 
What  is  Boys  Town?,  or  onto  www.omahaoldmarket.com 


Tour  Number  8  An  Evening  at  Mahoney  State  Park 

Wednesday,  May  24,  2000  4:30  p.m.  to  10:30  p.m. 

Midway  between  Omaha  and  Lincoln,  just  off  1-80,  lies  Eugene  T. 
Mahoney  State  Park,  the  newest  and  most  popular  state  park  in  the  Nebraska 
system.  This  will  be  a  fun  and  informal  evening  with  the  opportunity  to  enjoy 
some  of  the  great  outdoors  as  well  as  friendship  and  fellowship  with  other 
African  violet  enthusiasts  from  around  the  world. 

A  brief  tour  of  the  park’s  resort-like  attractions  will  be  followed  by  a 
buffet  dinner  in  the  Kiewit  Lodge,  which  is  perched 
on  the  bluffs  with  a  beautiful  view  of  the  Platte  River 
valley  below.  Time  should  allow  for  some  explo¬ 
ration  of  the  well-maintained  park  grounds,  for  pur¬ 
chasing  souvenirs  of  Nebraska  in  the  park  gift  shop, 
or  for  just  sitting  and  enjoying  the  view,  before 
having  a  good  ol’  time  at  a  melodrama  in  the  park 
theater.  Be  sure  to  buy  popcorn  to  throw  at  the 
nasty  villain.  Boo  and  hiss  him  as  befits  a  bad 
guy,  but  cheer  and  applaud  the  stalwart  hero. 
Afterwards  the  cast  will  assemble  in  the  lobby  to  visit 
with  the  audience.  Crowd  pleasing  and  lots  of  fun, 
the  melodramas  are  an  enormously  popular  attrac¬ 
tion  and  draw  housefuls  of  people  throughout  the 
summer  season. 

Cost:  $39.00 

For  further  information  log  onto  www.ngpc.state.ne.us, 
click  on  Parks  &  Rec,  and  under  Nebraska  State  Parks  go 
to  Eugene  T.  Mahoney. 


Tour  Number  9  Nebraska  City-  Home  of  Arbor  Day 

Thursday,  May  25,  2000  9:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m. 

Less  than  an  hour  south  of  Omaha  along  the  Missouri  River  in  an  area 
noted  for  its  apple  orchards  is  the  town  of  Nebraska  City.  It  may  not  be  well- 
known  nationally  but  it  is  a  favorite  destination  for  people  in  this  area.  One 
of  the  first  communities 
established  in  Nebraska, 
it  has  over  300  proper¬ 
ties  listed  on  the  National 
Registry  of  Historic  Places. 

Visit  John  Brown’s 
Cave  &  Historical  Village 
where  you  can  walk  back 
in  time  viewing  indoor 
and  outdoor  displays  of 
antiques,  artifacts  and 
restored  buildings,  recre¬ 
ating  early  Nebraska  his¬ 
tory.  See  the  Mayhew  log  cabin,  authenticated  by  the  State  Historical  Society 
as  being  the  oldest  standing  structure  in  the  state.  Beneath  that  log  cabin 
was  concealed  a  cave  that  is  believed  to  have  been  used  as  the  western¬ 
most  outpost  on  the  Underground  Railway  as  runaway  slaves  escaped  to 
free  territory  in  the  north. 

Tour  Arbor  Lodge,  the  mansion  home  of].  Sterling  Morton,  an  early  advo¬ 
cate  of  tree  planting  and  the  originator  of  Arbor  Day.  Completed  in  1 903  by 
his  eldest  son,  Joy  (who  founded  the  Morton  Salt  Company),  the  52-room 
mansion  has  been  featured  on  the  A&E  cable  network  series  “America’s  Castles.’’ 
The  grounds  are  shaded  by  a  veritable  museum  of  trees. 

Included  in  the  cost  of  the  tour  is  a  sumptuous  buffet  lunch  at  the  Lied 
Conference  Center.  You’ll  marvel  at  this  lovely  Adirondack-style  lodge 
designed  to  instill  an  appreciation  of  nature.  Built  by  the  National  Arbor  Day 
Foundation,  it  is  a  model  of  environmental  consciousness.  Both  heating  and 
cooling  are  supplied  by  a  special  power  plant  that  bums  wood  chips  pro¬ 
duced  from  trees  grown  on  the  property  specifically  for  that  purpose.  Following 
lunch,  there  will  be  a  brief  walking  tour  of  the  grounds  of  Arbor  Day  Farm 
on  which  the  Conference  Center  is  located. 

Finally,  enjoy  some  free  time  in  downtown  Nebraska  City,  poking  through 
antique  and  gift  shops  or  finding  bargains  in  outlet  stores. 

JVote.-  Due  to  the  historic  nature  of  most  of  this  tour,  some  attractions 
may  be  difficult  to  access  completelyffor  those  with  problems  walking,  how¬ 
ever,  there  will  still  be  much  to  see  and  appreciate. 

Cost:  $38.00 

For  further  information  log  onto  www.nebraskacity.com  or  onto 
www.ngpc.state.ne.us,  click  on  Parks  <&.  Rec  and  under  State  Historical 
Parks  go  to  Arbor  Lodge. 
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Tour  Number  10  Bridges  of  Madison  County 

Thursday,  May  25,  2000  8:30  a.m.  to  6:00  p.m. 

Journey  across  the  rolling  green  hills  of  western  Iowa  to  the  town  of  Winterset 
in  the  heart  of  the  region  made  famous  by  Robert  James  Waller’s  best  seller 
"The  Bridges  of  Madison  County.” 

More  distant  than  typical  AVSA  convention  tours, 
the  bus  trip  will  take  about  2  1/2  hours  each  way. 

Games  will  be  provided  to  help  pass  the  time  on  the 
way  there,  while  the  trip  back  to  Omaha  will  be  a 
great  opportunity  to  take  a  much-needed  nap. 

Upon  arrival,  enjoy  some  down  home  cookin’  with 
the  daily  lunch  special  and  a  piece  of  pie  at  the  North- 
side  Cafe,  a  Winterset  tradition  established  in  1876  and 
featured  in  both  the  novel  and  the  movie  version.  It 
is  situated  on  the  quaint  town  square. 

A  local  guide  will  step  on  the  bus  for  a  two-hour 
tour  that  will  take  in  three  of  the  historic  covered 
bridges  and  will  drive  by  the  tiny  house  in  Winterset 
that  was  the  birthplace  of  movie  star  legend  John  Wayne. 

Finally,  travel  to  Howell  Tree  Farm,  Dried  Florals  &  Greenhouse,  which 
has  been  featured  in  Better  Homes  &  Gardens  and  in  Midwest  Living,  for 


a  real  treat.  The  Howells  grow  acres  of  flowers  specifically  for  drying.  Venture 
upstairs  in  the  turn-of-the-century  barn  which  is  filled  to  the  rafters  with 
air-dried  flowers.  Dried  flowers  and  related  craft  supplies  are  of  course  for 
sale,  and  in  the  gift  shop,  you  may  also  purchase  lovely  dried  wreaths  or 
arrangements  as  well  as  decorative  garden  accessories.  Don’t  want  to  carry 
your  purchases  with  you?  They’ll  gladly  pack  your 
, ,  -  purchases  and  ship  them  to  your  home. 

'  ^  Only  if  time  permits,  a  short  stop  at  Stuart,  Iowa, 

■  jjg  taken  on  the  trip  back  to  Omaha.  Gummi 

Candies  (bears,  worms,  etc.,  etc.)  are  manufactured 
in  the  town  of  Creston,  but  they  have  an  outlet  store 
just  off  1-80  in  Stuart.  Thke  something  home  for  the 
kids  or  grandkids,  something  they’ll  really  enjoy. 

Note:  This  tour  will  be  spent  in  a  truly  rural  area. 
It  is  not  recommendedjor  anyone  who  has  difficulty 
walking. 

Cost:  $36.00 

For  further  information  log  onto 
www.madisoncounty.com  and 
WWW.  howellfloral.  com 


MEAL  FUNCTION 
SEATING 

Reservations  received  on  or  before 
April  20,  2000  will  receive  table  assignments. 

All  reservations  received  after  that  date  will 
have  unreserved  seating  at  meal  functions. 


Special  meal  requests  must  be 
made  to  the  AVSA  Office  at 
time  of  registration.  Requests 
made  directly  to  the  hotel  will 
not  be  honored 


WANTED! 

Slides  for 

ATTENTIONt 

Hybridixers 

WANTEDt 

Social  Hour 

Photo  slides  of  New  Introductions  for  the  Thursday 
Night  Social  at  the  2000  Convention  in  Omaha, 

Please  share  your  slides  of  our  53rd  Houston 

Nebraska.  This  year’s  narrator  will  be  Carolyn  Burr. 

Convention.  They  will  be  shown  at  the  Thursday  night 

This  is  an  excellent  way  for  seasoned  and  beginning 

social  hour.  Include  any  information  about  the  slide 

hybridizers  to  introduce  their  new  HYBRIDS. 

(names,  state,  etc.). 

Please  send  two  (2)  slides  of  each  new  plant; 

Slides  sent  in  from  the  1 999  Houston  Convention 

one  viewing  the  plant  and  the  other  a  close-up  of 

will  be  donated  to  the  AVSA  library,  unless  you 

the  blossom.  Please  include  with  your  slides  a 

request  them  to  be  returned. 

written  description  of  each  slide,  marked  with  a 
corresponding  number  for  clarification.  Send  your 

Please  send  your  slides  by  April  20,  2000  to: 

slides  before  April  20,  2000,  to: 

Nancy  G.  Hayes 

Carolyn  Burr 

9  Cobblestone  Rd. 

910  Almond  Hill  Ct. 

Bloomfield,  CT  06002 

Manchester,  MO  63021 

L  J 
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54th  Annual  AVSA  Convention  &  Show 
Sunday,  May  21,  2000  to  Sunday,  May  28,  2000 


2:00  p.m.  to  4:00  p.m. 

"Go  Wild  in  Omaha" 

SUNDAY,  May  21,  2000 

AVSA  Convention  Pre-Con 

4:00  p.m.  to  6:00  p.m. 

Registration 

4:00  p.m.  to  6:00  p.m. 

Information 

7:00  a.m.  to  9:00  a.m. 

MONDAY,  May  22,  2000 

Registration 

9:00  a.m.  to  12:00  noon 

Information 

8:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m. 

Tour  #  1  -  Lincoln  -  Nebraska’s  State  Capital 

9:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m. 

Tour  #  2  -  Omaha’s  Henry  Doorly  Zoo 

2:00  p.m.  to  7:00  p.m. 

Information 

2:00  p.m.  to  5:00  p.m. 

Registration 

7:00  a.m.  to  9:00  a.m. 

TUESDAY,  May  23,  2000 

Registration 

8:00  a.m.  to  Completion 

Executive  Board  Meeting 

8:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m. 

Tour  #  3  -  Westward  Ho! 

8:00  a.m.  to  1:00  p.m. 

Tour  #  4  -  Wildlife  Safari/SAC  Museum 

9:00  a.m.  to  11:00  a.m. 

Information 

2:00  p.m.  to  5:00  p.m. 

Registration 

2:00  p.m.  to  6:00  p.m. 

Information 

5:00  p.m.  to  9:30  p.m. 

Tour  #5  -  An  Evening  in  the  Old  Market 

8:00  p.m.  to  9:00  p.m. 

Shows  and  Judges  Committee  Meeting 

7:00  a.m.  to  1 1:00  a.m. 

WEDNESDAY,  May  24,  2000 

Registration 

8:00  a.m.  to  3:30  p.m. 

Judging  School 

8:00  a.m.  to  3:00  p.m. 

Tour  #  7  -  Boy’s  Town/Western  Heritage  Museum 

8:00  a.m.  to  8:45  a.m. 

New  Director’s  Orientation 

9:00  a.m.  to  12:00  noon 

Board  of  Director’s  Meeting 

9:00  a.m.  to  12:00  noon 

Information 

9:00  a.m.  to  3:00  p.m. 

Tour  #  6  -  Henry  Doorly  Zoo  Lied  Jungle  &  Rainforest 

10:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m. 

Building/Maintenance  Fund  Ihble,  Booster  Fund  Table 

12:30  p.m.  to  1:30  p.m. 

Ways  and  Means  Thble,  Chicago  Promotional  Ihble 

Board  of  Directors  Luncheon 

2:00  p.m.  to  4:00  p.m. 

AVSA  Information  and  Sales 

2:00  p.m.  to  7:00  p.m. 

Information 

2:00  p.m.  to  7:00  p.m. 

Registration 

3:00  p.m.  to  4:00  p.m. 

Awards  Committee  Meeting 

3:30  p.m.  to  4:30  p.m. 

Affiliate’s  Meeting 

4:30  p.m.  to  10:30  p.m. 

Tour  #8  -  An  Evening  at  Mahoney  State  Park 

6:00  p.m.  to  9:00  p.m. 

Classification  and  Entries  for  convention  workers  ONLY 

7:00  a.m.  to  8:30  a.m. 

THURSDAY,  May  25,  2000 

Teachers  Breakfast 

7:00  a.m.  to  11:00  a.m. 

Registration 

7:30  a.m.  to  6:00  p.m. 

Commercial  Sales  Open 

8:00  a.m.  to  11:00  a.m. 

Information 

8:30  a.m.  to  6:00  p.m. 

Tour  #10  -  Bridges  of  Madison  County 
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9:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m. 
9:00  a.m.  to  10:00  a.m. 
9:00  a.m.  to  11:00  a.m. 
9:00  a.m.  to  12:00  noon 
9:00  a.m.  to  1 1:30  a.m. 
10:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m. 

12:30  p.m.  to  6:00  p.m. 


1:00  p.m. 

to 

7:00 

p.m. 

1:00  p.m. 

to 

4:00 

p.m. 

2:00  p.m. 

to 

5:00 

p.m. 

2:00  p.m. 

to 

7:00 

p.m. 

5:30  p.m. 

to 

7:00 

p.m. 

7:00  p.m. 

to 

7:45 

p.m. 

7:00  p.m. 

to 

9:00 

p.m. 

7:45  p.m. 

to 

8:15 

p.m. 

8:15  p.m. 

to 

9:45 

p.m. 

11:00  p.m 

i. 

6:00 

a.m. 

to 

8:00  a.m. 

7:00 

a.m. 

to 

9:00  a.m. 

8:00 

a.m. 

to 

9:00  a.m. 

8:00 

a.m. 

to 

11:00  a.m. 

8:00 

a.m. 

to 

11:00  a.m. 

9:00 

a.m. 

to 

11:00  a.m. 

9:00 

a.m. 

to 

12:00  noon 

9:00 

a.m. 

to 

12:00  noon 

9:00 

a.m. 

to 

5:00  p.m. 

9:30 

a.m. 

to 

11:00  a.m. 

9:30 

a.m. 

to 

11:00  a.m. 

10:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m. 
12:00  noon  to  1:00  p.m, 


1:00 

p.m. 

to 

Completion 

1:00 

p.m. 

to 

2:30  p.m. 

1:00 

p.m. 

to 

2:30  p.m. 

1:00 

p.m. 

to 

4:00  p.m. 

1:00 

p.m. 

to 

4:00  p.m. 

1:00 

p.m. 

to 

4:00  p.m. 

2:00 

p.m. 

to 

4:00  p.m. 

3:00 

p.m. 

to 

4:30  p.m. 

3:00 

p.m. 

to 

4:30  p.m. 

3:00 

p.m. 

to 

Completion 

6:00 

p.m. 

to 

7:00  p.m. 

7:00 

p.m. 

to 

Completion 

9:30 

p.m. 

to 

12:00  m/n 

7:00 

a.m. 

to 

9:00  a.m. 

7:15 

a.m. 

to 

9:00  a.m. 

8:00 

a.m. 

to 

12:00  noon 

8:00 

a.m. 

to 

2:30  p.m. 

9:00 

a.m. 

to 

10:30  a.m. 

9:00 

a.m. 

to 

10:30  a.m. 

9:00 

a.m. 

to 

11:00  a.m. 

9:00 

a.m. 

to 

12:00  noon 

Tour  #9  -  Nebraska  City  -  Home  of  Arbor  Day 

Nominating  Committee  Meeting 
Hospitality  Room  Open 
AVSA  Information  and  Sales 
Classification  and  Entries 

Building/Maintenance  Fund  Table,  Booster  Fund  Tdble 
Ways  and  Means  Table,  Chicago  Promotional  Ihble 
Classification  and  Entries 
Information 

AVSA  Information  and  Sales 
Hospitality  Room  Open 
Registration 

President’s  Reception  for  Board  of  Directors 
1 999  Houston  Convention  and  New  Introduction  Slides 
Entries  for  Those  on  Tours  Only 
Social  Break 

“Let  Me  Tell  You  About  My  Violets”,  A  Grower’s  Forum 

Design  Work  and  Commercial  Display  Set-ups  will  close  for  the  night 

FRIDAY,  May  26,  2000 

Design  Exhibitors  will  be  permitted  to  finish  designs  by  adding  or 

replacing  blossoms  only 

Commercial  Members  Breakfast 

Judges  and  Clerks  Instructions 

Information 

Registration 

Hospitality  Room  Open 

AVSA  Information  and  Sales 

Judging  of  Show 

Commercial  Sales  Open 

Presentation  #1  -  “Propagation  Gone  Wild”  by  Susan  Schoeneweis 

Presentation  #2  -  “Adventures  in  Photography”  by  Winston  Goretsky 

Building/Maintenance  Fund  Thble,  Booster  Fund  Table 

Ways  and  Means  Thble,  Chicago  Promotional  Table 

Showroom  open  to  public  for  SNEAK  PEEK 

Final  Judging  of  Show 

Presentation  #3  -  “Wild  World  of  Violets”  by  International  Forum  of  Growers 

Presentation  #4  -  “The  Wild  Cousins”  by  Dorris  Carson 

Information 

Registration 

AVSA  Information  &  Sales 
Hospitality  Room  Open 

Presentation  #5  -  “Propagation  Gone  Wild”  by  Susan  Schoeneweis 
Presentation  #6  -  “Thming  African  Violets”  by  Byron  Borck 
Photography  -  Library  and  AVM 
Opening  Reception  (cash  bar) 

Opening  Dinner  -  Show  awards  will  be  announced 
Show  opens  to  AVSA  Convention  Registrants  Only 

SATURDAY,  May  27,  2000 

Showroom  open  to  photographers  only 
Judges’  Breakfast  and  Workshop 
Registration 
Information 

Presentation  #7  -  “Violets  from  the  Wild  -  Species”  by  Linda  Golubski 
Presentation  #8  -  “Advanced  Judging  Skills:  The  Adventure  of  Design”  by  Jackie  Jones 
Hospitality  Room  Open 
AVSA  Information  &  Sales 
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9:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m. 

Show  Room  Open 

9:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m. 

Commercial  Sales  Open 

10:00  a.m.  to  12:00  noon 

Agriculture  Officials  available  to  certify  plant  materials 
for  transportation  into  controlled  countries  and  states 

10:00  a.m.  to  2:00  p.m. 

Presentation  #9  -  “Basic  Information  Fair”  by  Local  AVSA  members 

10:00  a.m.  to  2:30  p.m. 

Building/Maintenance  Fund  Tbble,  Booster  Fund  Tbble 

Ways  and  Means  Table,  Chicago  Promotional  Tbble 

10:30  a.m.  to  11:30  a.m. 

Violets  “On  Line”  Meeting 

12:00  noon  to  2:00  p.m. 

Luncheon  and  Auction 

2:00  p.m.  to  4:00  p.m. 

Hospitality  Room  Open 

2:30  p.m.  to  4:00  p.m. 

Annual  Membership  Meeting,  Open  Forum  and  Raffles 

6:00  p.m.  to  7:00  p.m. 

President’s  Reception  &  Hospitality  Hour  (non-alcoholic  punch  provided)  (cash  bar) 

7:00  p.m.  to  Completion 

Installation  Banquet 

9:45  p.m.  to  10:15  p.m. 

Commercial  Display  Tbbles  Checkout 

9:45  p.m.  to  12:00  m/n 

Commercial  Sales  Breakdown 

10:15  p.m. 

Entry  Checkout  Begins 

12:00  m/n 

Show  Room  Closes 

SUNDAY,  May  28,  2000 

6:00  a.m.  to  12:00  noon 

Commercial  Sales  Breakdown 

6:00  a.m.  to  12:00  noon 

Local  Storage  Clean-up 

6:00  a.m.  to  12:00  noon 

Commercial  Storage  Clean-up 

6:00  a.m.  to  12:00  noon 

Show  Room  Clean-up 

9:00  a.m.  to  12:00  noon 

Board  of  Directors  Meeting 

FORT  ST. 


CARTER  LAKE 


WEST  MAPLE  RD. 


LAKE  ST. 


SLONDOST. 


CUMING  ST- 


WEST  DODGE  RO. 


CASS  UNDERWOOD.' 


COUNCIL 

BLUFFS 


DODGE  ST. 


'regency 


LEAVENWORTH  AVE. 


PACIFIC  ST. 


AK-SAR-BEN 


CENTER  ST. 


HOLIDAY 
CONVEmiON 
CENTRE  a 


(EST  CENTER  RD. 


#iH£NRYOOORlYZOO  : 


HWY2r5  •  . 
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AVSA  2000  OMAHA  CONVENTION 

PRESENTATIONS 


1.  Propagation  Gone  Wild 
Tissue  Culture 

Friday  May  26,  2000  9:00  a.m.  to  10:30  a.m. 

By  Susan  Schoeneweis,  Lincoln,  Nebraska 
$10  fee  to  defray  cost  of  materials 

Susan  Schoeneweis  from  the  University  of  Nebraska  in  Lincoln 
will  lead  a  hands-on  workshop  teaching  a  layman’s  method  of  prop¬ 
agating  by  tissue  culture.  Each  participant  will  gain  a  basic  under¬ 
standing  of  the  process  in  which  a  cutting  will  be  placed  in  a 
culture  solution  using  sterile  procedures.  Limit  20  students  in  ses¬ 
sion.  Each  participant  will  receive  a  cultured  plant  to  take  home. 

2.  Adventures  in  Photography 
Photography  of  African  violets 

Friday  May  26,  2000  9:00  a.m.  to  10:30  a.m. 

By  Winston  Goretsky,  Calgary,  Alberta 
Official  AVSA  Show  Photographer,  Winston  Goretsky  will  offer 
tips  and  guidelines  for  successfully  taking  pictures  of  African 
violets  and  designs. 

3.  Wide  World  of  Violets 
International  Forum  of  Growers 

Friday  May  26,  2000  1:00  p.m.  to  2:30  p.m. 

Moderator  David  Buttram,  Independence,  Missouri 
Representatives  from  around  the  world  will  share  their  expe¬ 
riences  and  special  techniques  for  growing  violets  in  their  home 
country  led  by  the  charming  David  Buttram,  former  Commercial 
Activities  Chairman  and  popular  columnist  for  the  African  Violet 
Magazine. 

4.  The  Wild  Cousins 
Gesneriad  Culture 

Friday  May  26,  2000  1:00  p.m.  to  2:30  p.m. 

Dorris  Carson,  Joplin,  Missouri 

Long-time  AVSA  and  AGGS  member  Dorris  Carson  will  share 
her  knowledge  of  the  “other  gesneriads”,  including  a  look  at  many 
of  the  members  of  this  large  family  of  plants  and  tips  on  growing 
them  to  perfection. 

5.  Propagation  Gone  Wild 

Tissue  Culture  (Repeat  of  Session  1) 

Friday  May  26,  2000  3:00  p.m.  to  4:30  p.m. 

By  Susan  Schoeneweis,  Lincoln,  Nebraska 
$10  fee  to  defray  cost  of  materials 

Susan  Schoeneweis  from  the  University  of  Nebraska  in  Lincoln 
will  lead  a  hands-on  workshop  teaching  a  layman’s  method  of  prop¬ 
agating  by  tissue  culture.  Each  participant  will  gain  a  basic  under¬ 
standing  of  the  process  in  which  a  cutting  will  be  placed  in  a 
culture  solution  using  sterile  procedures.  Limit  20  students  in  ses¬ 
sion.  Each  participant  will  receive  a  cultured  plant  to  take  home. 


6.  Thming  African  Violets 
Violet  Culture  and  Hybridizing 

Friday  May  26,  2000  3:00  p.m.  to  4:30  p.m. 

By  Byron  Borck,  Santa  Rosa,  California 
Byron  Borck  burst  upon  the  violet  scene  in  Sacramento  with 
the  introduction  of  his  “Sonoma”  series  of  African  violet  hybrids. 
Byron  is  also  a  talented  grower  and  a  former  Nebraskan  who  will 
share  his  secrets  and  his  goals  for  future  hybrid  crosses. 

7.  Violets  from  the  Wild 
Species 

Saturday  May  27,  2000  9:00  a.m.  to  10:30  a.m. 

By  Linda  Golubski,  Blue  Springs,  Missouri 
Versatile  Linda  Golubski,  AVSA  Awards  Chairman,  has  an 
extensive  collection  and  knowledge  of  the  species  African  violets. 
Having  twice  won  the  “Best  Species”  award  at  national  conven¬ 
tions,  she  will  share  practical  information  in  an  entertaining  style. 

8.  Advanced  Judging  Skills:  The  Adventure  of  Design 

Saturday  May  27,  2000  9:00  a.m.  to  10:30  a.m. 

By  Jackie  Jones,  Durant,  Iowa 

AVSA  Judging  School  Teacher,  Jackie  Jones,  will  share  her 
method  for  evaluating  designs  fairly  and  consistently.  Her  sensi¬ 
ble  techniques  take  the  mystery  out  of  design  and  make  it  much 
easier  for  even  non-designers  to  judge  these  classes.  Open  to 
judges  as  well  as  individuals  interested  in  improving  their  designs. 

9.  Basic  Information  Fair 
Basics  of  Growing  Violets 

Saturday  May  27,  2000  10:00  a.m.  to  2:00  p.m 

By  Local  AVSA  members 

Located  just  outside  the  Show  Room  entrance,  a  series  of 
demonstrations  and  displays  will  be  presented  in  an  informal  way 
for  inexperienced  growers  and  the  general  public.  Topics  will 
include  how  to  water,  how  to  repot,  proper  light,  soil  mix,  and 
propagation.  Stop  by  to  visit  or  ask  a  question! 

Don’t  forget  the 
AVSA  Auction  at  the 
Saturday  Luncheon! 

See  page  4  of  the 
January/February  2000 
AVM  for  details! 
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African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc. 

54th  Annual  Convention  &  Show 

May  21-28,  2000  -  Holiday  Convention  Centre  -  Omaha,  Nebraska 

Call  for  2000  Annual  Meeting 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  The  African  Violet  Society  of  America.  Inc.  will  be  held  Saturday,  May  27,  2000,  at  2:30  p.m.,  at  Holiday  Convention  Centre,  Omaha, 
Nebraska,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  Officers  and  Directors  and  transacting  business  that  may  properly  come  before  The  Assembly. 

CaU  for  2000  Board  of  Directors  Meeting 

The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc.,  Board  of  Directors  Meetings  will  be  held  Wednesday,  May  24,  2000,  9:00  a.m.-noon  at  Holiday  Convention  Centre, 
Omaha,  Nebraska  and  Sunday,  May  28,  2000,  for  the  purpose  of  transacting  business  that  may  properly  come  before  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Call  for  2000  Open  Forum  Meeting 

The  14th  annual  Open  Forum  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc.,  will  be  held  Saturday,  May  27,  2000  at  Holiday 
Convention  Centre,  Omaha,  Nebraska.  This  will  take  place  the  first  twenty  minutes  of  the  Annual  Meeting.  At  this  time,  the  Board  of  Directors  of  AVSA  will 
welcome  any  and  all  AVSA  members  to  come  and  present  any  suggestions,  ideas,  questions,  etc. 

Registration  For  Judging  School  For  New  Students  ^Certificate  Renewals 

An  AVSA  judging  school  will  be  held  on  Wednesday,  May  24,  for  AVSA  members  who  wish  to  take  their  first  judge’s  school  and  for  judges  who  wish  to  renew  their 
certificates.  The  lecture  will  be  from  8:00  am  -  12:00  noon  and  must  be  attended  in  order  to  take  the  exam.  The  test  begins  at  2:00  pm.  The  registration  fee  is  $7.50, 
payable  to  AVSA.  AVSA  membership  cards  must  be  presented  at  the  door.  Proof  of  three  blue  ribbons  is  required. 


Name 

AVSA  Membershin  # 

Address 

Citv 

State 

Zip 

Judging  Status: 

Student  (1st  exam) _ 

Advanced _ 

Audit _ 

Complete  this  form  (or  facsimile)  and  mail,  with  registration  fee  of  $7.50  (make  check  payable  to  AVSA)  to  Jackie  Jones,  607  14th  Ave.,  Box  34,  Durant,  lA  52747. 
The  test  will  be  based  on  latest  edition  of  the  AVSA  Handbook,  the  1998  printing  plus  any  updates.  Registration  for  the  judging  school  must  be  received  by 
May  1,  2000. 

Attention  Judges 

All  advanced,  senior,  and  master  judges  are  eligible  to  judge  the  convention  show.  If  you  would  like  to  judge,  please  complete  the  form  and  mall  to:  Bill  Foster, 
AVSA  Shows  &  Judges  Chairman,  3610  Gray  Dr.,  Mesquite,  TX  75150-2121.  These  must  be  postmarked  no  later  than  April  5.  2000.  If  you  plan  to  exhibit 
in  the  show,  please  Indicate  which  classes  you  plan  to  enter.  DO  NOT  serve  on  entries,  classification,  or  placement  if  you  apply  to  judge.  Applications  received  after 
April  15  will  be  filed  in  the  event  of  cancellations  and/or  vacancies.  If  selected  to  judge  you  will  be  notified  of  your  assignment. 


Name 

AVSA  Membership  # 

Address 

Apt.  # 

Citv 

State 

ZiD 

Classes  entered 

Type  of  Judge: _ 

_Advanced  _ 

_ Senior 

_ Master  _ 

_ ^AGGS  _ 

_ Nat'l  Council 

Experience:  _ 

_Minls/Semls 

_ nailers 

_ Species 

_ Design 

_ Commercial 

Attention  Judges  Clerks 


Student  and  advanced  judges  are  invited  to  serve  as  clerks  for  the  convention  show.  Any  vacancies  will  be  filled  by  other  AVSA  members.  This  means  that  AVSA 
members  may  apply  to  serve  as  clerks;  however,  judges  will  be  given  first  preference.  Any  positions  remaining  will  be  filled  by  members  in  the  order  in  which 
the  applications  are  received.  All  clerks  will  receive  notification  of  their  assignment.  If  you  would  like  to  clerk,  please  complete  the  form  below  and  mall  to:  Bill 
Foster,  Shows  &  Judges  Chairman,  3610  Gray  Dr.,  Mesquite,  TX  75150-2121.  These  applications  must  be  postmarked  no  later  than  April  15,  2000. 


Name 

Address 

AVSA  Membership  # 

Apt.  # 

Citv 

State 

Zip 

_ Student  Judge  _ 

_ Advanced  Judge  AVSA  Member 

(Please  Print) 

Name 

Design  Division  Reservations 

Address 

Apt.  # 

Citv 

state 

ZiD 

Phone  Number _ 

I  would  like  to  enter  the  following  design  classes:  (Limit  eight,  excluding  container  gardens) 

1. _  2. _  3. _  4. _  5. _  6. _  7. _  8. _ 

Alternate  Choices:  1. _  2. _  3. _ 

I  would  like  to  enter  Container  Gardens  in  the  following  classes:  1 . _  2. _  3. _  4. _  5. _ 

Entries  will  be  accepted  ONLY,  if  postmarked  March  15. 2000  or  later  by  regular  mail.  No  telephone  reservations  will  be  accepted.  Reservations  will  be  on 
a  first  come  basis.  Send  reservations  no  later  than  April  30.  2000.  to:  Jeanne  Cotton,  4402  105th  Place,  Hilsa,  OK  74137. 
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AVSA’s  54th  Annual  Convention  &  Show 

‘‘Go  Wild  In  Omaha” 

May  21-28,  2000  -  Holiday  Convention  Centre  -  Omaha,  Nebraska 

AVSA  Convention  Registration  Form 

NOTE:  Each  person  registering  must  use  a  separate  form.  Xerox  copies  may  be  used  if  more  are  needed. 

Please  send  this  completed  pre-registration  form  with  your  check,  money  order  or  credit  card  number  made  out  in  the  appropriate  amount  to  the  Omaha. 
Nebraska  Convention  Account.  Mail  to;  The  AVSA  Office  -  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702.  Refunds  will  be  made  upon  written  request  only  if 
received  by  April  20.  2000.  There  will  be  a  $5.00  paperwork  fee  charged  for  cancellations.  Registrations  received  after  April  20,  2000  will  be  $65.00. 
Following  receipt  of  your  Registration,  you  will  receive  confirmation  from  the  AVSA  Office  which  includes  your  convention  registration,  tours, 
presentations,  meal  information  and  any  registration  materials  being  mailed  in  advance  of  the  convention. 


Membership  #  Last  Name 


First  Initial  Area  Code/Phone  # 


Street  or  P.O.  Box  Apt.  #  City/State  Zip 

Names  of  Spouse/Guests/Children  if  attending  Convention _ 

(Please  remember  to  use  a  separate  form  for  spouse,  guest  or  child  attending.  Xerox  copies  may  be  used) 

PLEASE  CIRCLE  APPROPRIATE  STATUS: 

(A)  Individual  Member  (E)  Judge  (H)  Commercial  Member  (K)  Board  Member 

(B)  Life  member  (F)  Senior  Judge  (I)  Judging  School  Teacher  (L)  Affiliate  President 

(C)  Honorary  Life  Member  (G)  Master  Judge  (J)  Bronze  Medal  Winner  (M)  Non-Member  (guest) 

(D)  Associate  Member 

This  is  my  (#) _ convention  Name  to  go  on  Badge _ 

(Note:  If  you  are  a  Commercial  Member  and  want  your  business  name  to  appear,  please  write  it  in  also.) 

_ ^Yes  _ No  Is  there  any  possibiUty  that  you  might  bring  horticultural  exhibits? 

(If  yes,  entries  information  will  be  mailed  to  you.) 

In  case  of  emergency,  whom  should  be  notified? _ 

Name 


Relationship  Address  City/State  Area  Code/Phone  # 

TRAVEL  BY:  ACCOMMODATIONS: 


Personal  Car  Plane _ 

Rental  Car _  Airline _ 

Other _ 

RV -  If  by  plane,  arrival  day/date  and  time 


Holiday  Convention  Centre. 

Hampton  Inn _ 

Other  _ 


If  by  plane,  departure  day/date  and  time 


After  April  20,  2000,  each  registration  will  be  $65.00  or  $68.00  respectively. 

Convention  Registration: 


AVSA  or  Associate  Member  (Early  Bird  Discount) 

$40.00 

$ 

AVSA  or  Associate  Member  (after  April  20,  2000) 

$65.00 

$ 

Non-Member  (Guest)  (Early  Bird  Discount) 

$43.00 

$ 

Non-Member  (Guest)  (after  April  20,  2000) 

$68.00 

$ 

International  Member  (Early  Bird  Discount) 

$35.00 

$ 

International  Member  (after  April  20,  2000) 

$60.00 

$ 

TOTAL  REGISTRATION 

$ 

Meals; 

_ 1.  Wed. 

Board  of  Director’s  Luncheon  (Tlirkey  Croissant)  .  .  . 

. $16.00 

$ 

_ 2.  Thurs. 

Teacher’s  Breakfast  (Blintz  Breakfast) . 

. $14.00 

$ 

_ 3.  Fri. 

Commercial  Breakfast  (French  Toast)  . 

. $13.75 

$ 

_ 4.  Fri. 

Opening  Dinner  (Salmon  Filet)  . 

. $29.50 

$ 

_ 5.  Sat. 

Judges  Breakfast  ('ftaditional  Breakfast)  . 

. $14.25 

$ 

_ 6.  Sat. 

Luncheon/ Auction  (Vegetable  Lasagna)  . 

. $21.00 

$ 

_ 7.  Sat. 

Installation  Banquet  (Omaha  Strip  Steak)  . 

. $35.00 

$ 

TOTAL  MEALS 

$ 

PERSONS  WISHING  TO  BE  SEATED  TOGETHER  AT  MEAL  FUNCTIONS  (LIMIT  10  PER  TABLE)  MUST  REGISTRATIONS  TO  THE  AVSA 
OFFICE,  IN  THE  SAME  ENVELOPE,  BEFORE  April  20,  2000.  THERE  CAN  BE  NO  EXCEPTIONS.  RESERVATIONS  RECEIVED  BEFORE 
APRIL  20,  2000  WILL  RECEIVE  TABLE  ASSIGNMENTS.  ALL  RESERVATIONS  RECEIVED  AFTER  THAT  DATE  WILL  HAVE 
UNRESERVED  SEATING  AT  MEAL  FUNCTIONS.  SPECIAL  MEAL  REQUESTS  MUST  BE  MADE  TO  THE  AVSA  OFFICE  AT  TIME  OF 
REGISTRATION.  REQUESTS  MADE  DIRECTLY  TO  HOTEL  WILL  NOT  BE  HONORED. 
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TOURS:  (3,  8,  9  and  10,  lunch  or  dinner  is  included  in  the  cost  of  these  tours) 


1.  Mon.,  May  22  Lincoln  -  Nebraska’s  State  Capital  . $25.00  $ 

2.  Mon.,  May  22  Omaha’s  Henry  Doorly  Zoo . $33.00  $ 

3.  Hies.,  May  23  Westward  Ho!  (lunch  included)  . $28.00  $ 

4.  ’hies..  May  23  Wildlife  Safari/SAC  Museum  . $27.00  $ 

5.  'lUes.,  May  23  An  Evening  in  the  Old  Market . $22.00  $ 

.  6.  Wed.,  May  24  Henry  Doorly  Zoo  Lied  Jungle  &  Rainforest  . $29.00  $ 

7.  Wed.,  May  24  Boy’s  TowrVWestward  Heritage  Museum  . $23.00  $ 

8.  Wed.,  May  24  An  Evening  at  Mahoney  State  Park  (dinner  included)  . $39.00  $ 

9.  Thurs.,  May  25  Nebraska  City  -  Home  of  Arbor  Day  (lunch  included)  . $38.00  $ 

,10.  Thurs.,  May  25  Bridges  of  Madison  County  (lunch  included) . $36.00  $ 


TOTAL  TOURS  $ 

(No  meal  selections  required  for  tours) 


Thursday,  May  25,  2000 

_  7:00  p.m.  -  7:45  p.m.  Social  Hour,  Slides  of  53rd  Houston  Convention  and  New  Introductions 

_  8:15  p.m.  -  9:45  p.m.  “Let  Me  Tell  You  About  My  Violets:  A  Grower’s  Forum",  Moderator:  Jack  Wilson 

Panelists:  Dr.  Charles  Cole,  Dr.  Ralph  Robinson  and  Steve  Covolo 


PRESENTATIONS:  (Please  check  those  presentations  which  you  wish  to  attend) 
Friday,  May  26,  2000 


_ 1. 

9:30  a.m.  - 

11:00  a.m. 

_ 2. 

9:30  a.m.  - 

1 1:00  a.m. 

_ 3. 

1:00  p.m.  - 

2:30  p.m. 

_ 4. 

1:00  p.m.  - 

2:30  p.m. 

_ 5. 

3:00  p.m.  - 

4:30  p.m. 

_ 6. 

3:00  p.m.  - 

4:30  p.m. 

Saturday, 

May  27,  2000 

_ 7. 

9:00  a.m.  - 

10:30  a.m. 

_ 8. 

9:00  a.m.  - 

10:30  a.m. 

_ 9. 

10:00  a.m. 

-  2:00  p.m. 

“Propagation  Gone  Wild”  by  Susan  Schoeneweis  ($10.00  fee) 

“Adventures  in  Photography"  by  Winston  Goretsky 

“Wild  World  of  Violets”  by  Int’l  Forum  of  Growers 

“The  Wild  Cousins”  by  Dorris  Carson 

“Propagation  Gone  Wild”  by  Susan  Schoeneweis  ($10.00  fee) 

“Thming  African  Violets”  by  Byron  Borck 

“Violets  from  the  Wild”  by  Linda  Golubski 

“Advanced  Judging  Skills:  The  Adventure  of  Design”  by  Jackie  Jones 

“Basic  Information  Fair”  by  Local  AVSA  Members  (no  registration  required) 


$ 


$ 


PAYMENT: 


TOTAL  PRESENTATIONS  $ _ 

Please  double  check  to  ensure  all  numbers  are  listed  correctly. 

Check  one: 


Total  Registration  $ 

Total  Meals  $ 

Total  Tours  $ 

Total  Presentations  $ 

TOTAL 

PAYMENT  ENCLOSED  $ 


□  Visa  #  _ 

Expires _ 

□  MasterCard  #  _ 

Expires _ 

□  Check  or  Money  Order  Enclosed 


NOTE:  Cancellations  must  be  received 

by  April  20,  2000  to  be  entitled  to  a  refund.  _ 

There  will  be  a  $5.00  fee  for  all  cancellations.  Signature  (If  using  card) 

Send  payment  and  completed  registration  form  to: 

Convention  Registration 

AVSA  Office,  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702-1722  (409)  839-4725 


AVSA  2000  Omaha  Convention  Growers  Forum 


“Let  Me  Tell  you  About  My  Violets" .  .  .  Grower’s  Forum 

Thursday,  May  25,  2000 .  8:15  p.m. 

Moderator . Jack  Wilson 


Panelists . Dr.  Charles  Cole,  Dr.  Ralph  Robinson 

and  Steve  Covolo 


This  is  YOUR  opportunity  to  “ask  the  experts".  If  you  have 
questions  about  any  aspect  of  growing  African  violets 
and  other  Gesneriads  -  horticulture,  pests,  diseases,  hybridizing, 
soils,  chemicals,  planting  techniques  and  perhaps  even  using 
African  violets  in  designs  don’t  miss  this  opportunity.  This  open 
forum  is  always  a  favorite  among  convention-goers. 
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Hotel  Reservation 

2000  AVSA  Convention,  Show  and  Annual  Membership  Meeting 

Please  mail  to:  The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc. 

Holiday  Convention  Centre 
3321  South  72nd  St. 

Omaha.  NE  68124 


Name 


City  State 

Phone  Number  ( _ ) _ 


Sharing  Room  with _ 

Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Holiday  Convention  Centre.  Do  not  send  currency.  To  confirm  your  reservations,  the  hotel  accepts  any 
one  of  the  following  as  means  of  payment: 

_ One  Night’s  Deposit  Enclosed  _ MasterCard 

_ American  Express  _ Visa 

Credit  Card  # _ Expiration  Date _ 

Signature _ 

Deposit  refundable  if  reservation  is  cancelled  48  hours  prior  to  the  date  of  scheduled  arrival.  To  cancel,  phone  -  Holiday  Convention  Centre. 
Phone  number:  1-402-397-7011.  Identify  that  you  are  with  the  African  Violet  Society  of  America. 


Room  Rate:  $79.00  Holiday  Convention  Centre 

$74.00  Hampton  Inn 

$2.23  +  1 1 .5%  City  &  Hotel  Tcix 

Accommodations  requested:  _ number  of  persons  in  room 

_ Single  Arrival  Date  _ 

(check  in  4:00  pm) 

_ Double  (two  persons) 

_ Tfiple  (three  persons)  Departure  Date  _ 

(check  out  by  noon) 

_ Quad  (four  persons) 

_ Smoking  _ Non  Smoking  Bed  types  available:  double,  king  (upon  request) 

Room  rates  subject  to  City  &  Hotel  Icix. 

Reservations  must  be  received  by:  April  20.  2000  The  AVSA  reserved  room 
block  will  be  released  after  this  date. 


Zip 


This  year  we  have  two  hotels  available.  The  Holiday  Convention  Centre  will  be  the  site  of  all  of  our  functions.  Adjacent 
to  the  Holiday  is  the  Hampton  Inn.  We  also  have  reserved  a  block  of  rooms  in  this  hotel.  All  reservations  for  both 
hotels  are  placed  through  the  Holiday  Convention  Centre  reservation  desk.  Merely  indicate  your  preference  of  hotel 
at  the  time  of  placing  your  reservation.  Availability  is  on  a  first-come,  first-serve  basis. 


TRANSPORTATION  TO  AND  FROM 
THE  HOLIDAY  CONVENTION  CENTRE 

There  is  a  free  Hotel  Shuttle  from  the  airport.  Go  to  the  courtesy  phones  in  the  airport  and  call  the 
Holiday  Convention  Centre.  The  Shuttle  will  come  for  you. 


DRIVING  DIRECTIONS  TO  THE  HOTEL 
From  the  airport: 

Uirn  right  onto  Abbott  Drive  and  follow  signs  to  the  Storz 
Expressway.  Stay  in  the  left  lane  to  exit  onto  US  75  South. 
Go  south  on  US  75  approximately  two  miles,  staying  in  the 
right  lanes  to  merge  onto  1-480  south.  Follow  this  to  1-80 
west.  Go  to  Exit  449  (72nd  Street),  and  take  72nd  Street 
north  to  the  first  traffic  light,  approximately  one  block.  TUrn 
right  onto  Grover  and  look  for  the  Holiday  Inn  lobby  entrance. 


DRIVING  IN  FROM  OUT  OF  TOWN 
Driving  in  from  out  of  town: 

Follow  1-80  to  Exit  449  (72nd  Street),  and  take  72nd  Street 
north  to  the  first  traffic  light,  approximately  one  block.  Turn 
right  onto  Grover  and  look  for  the  hotel  lobby  entrance.  Those 
bringing  plants  may  wish  to  drive  through  the  parking  lot 
around  to  the  covered  Convention  Center  entrance  on  the 
north  side  of  the  complex. 
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HOSTS  -  HOSTESSES 


If  you  would  like  to  help  at  the  Omaha  Convention  by  serving  as  a  host  or  hostess  in  the  show  room,  please  send  the  information 
listed  below  by  April  20,  2000  to:  Ramona  Donnell,  P.  O.  Box  959,  Carl  Junction,  MO  64834.  E-mail  rjmdl@eaithlink.net 


Name 

Address 

Citv 

State 

Zip 

Phone 

IS  ROOM  SHARING  FOR  YOU? 

Room  sharing  has  become  very  successful.  Are  you  interested  in  making  your  expenses  less  by  sharing  a  room  with  someone?  We 
offer  this  service  to  anyone  interested. 

Name _  Address _ 

City _  State _  Zip _  Phone _ 

$79.00  -  Holiday  $74.00  -  Hampton  Inn 
Plus  11.5% +  $2.23  Ihx 

Non-Smoker _  Smoker _  No  Preference _ 

Age:  Under  25 _  26-50 _  51  and  Over _ 

Arrival  Date: _  Departure  Date: _ 


Any  other  considerations: 


When  you  have  considered  your  plans  and  wish  to  share  a  sleeping  room  with  someone,  PLEASE  contact  the  AVSA  Office 
immediately. 

All  requests  must  be  made  by  April  1,  2000  so  we  may  contact  all  interested  “violet  friends”  and  meet  the  deadline  for 
hotel  reservations  which  is  April  20,  2000. 

Please  send  requests  to:  AVSA  Office,  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702-1722.  Phone  (800)  770-2872 

1 


IF  YOU  ARE  PLANNING 
TO  DRIVE  YOUR  RV  ... 

Planning  on  doing  some  additional  sight  seeing  either  before  or  after  the  convention? 
Mahoney  State  Park  is  within  30-40  minutes  of  the  hotel.  The  reservations  fill  up  fast,  so  plan  ahead. 


Eugene  T.  Mahoney  State  Park 
28500  W.  Park  Hwy. 

Ashland,  NE  68003 
Phone  402-944-2523 
E-mail:  etmsp@ngpsun.ngpc.state.ne.us 
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Bud’s 

Lonesome 

George 

Exhibited  by:  Beverly  Williams 
Hybridized  by:  B.  Weber 
Miniature 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


The  Alps 

Exhibited  by:  Ernie  Elias 
Hybridized  by:  Horikoshi/Sawara 
Standard 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 
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what  is  the  best  temperature  for  growing 
African  violets? 

Opinions  generally  vary  about 
this.  Different  authori¬ 
ties  quote  different 
temperatures, 
ranging  from 
the  mid  60s 
to  the  mid 
70s,  say¬ 
ing  these 
are  the 
maximum 
and  mini¬ 
mum  tem¬ 
peratures  for 
good  growth. 

Others  say 
that  these  rep¬ 
resent  the  best 
daytime  temper¬ 
atures  with  a  drop 
in  temperature  at 
night.  As  you  see 
there  is  no  exact 
agreement  as  to 
what  is  best,  but  there 
is  a  general  agreement 
that  what  is  needed  are 
warm  (not  overly  hot) 
daytime  temperatures, 
with  slightly  cooler 
(never  cold)  temperatures 
at  night.  But  remember  - 
these  are  ideal  tempera¬ 
tures.  African  violets  are 
much  more  tolerant  than 
that. 

Warmer  temperatures 
can  be  withstood  by  African 
violets  with  little  sign  of  dam¬ 
age,  although  long  periods 
over  85°F  can  be  bothersome  to 
the  plants  but  will  certainly  not  kill 
them.  They  can  also  take  periods  of 
cooler  temperatures  in  their  stride  - 
down  to  about  59°F  for  brief  periods.  Below 
this  temperature  there  begin  to  be  obvious  signs  of  stress  in  the 
plant.  If  temperatures  are  sustained  below  about  50°F,  the  plant 
will  be  damaged  and  probably  die. 

The  best  advice  to  give  is  this:  If  you  are  comfortable  in  the 
conditions  then  the  plants  probably  are  too  -  but  remember  they 
can’t  wear  a  woolie  cardigan  and  they  don’t  like  to  sit  in  front 
of  a  fire. 


How  are  the  plants  affected  if  temperatures  are 
too  low? 

1.  Plants  stop  growing  if  they  experience 
temperatures  too  low.  Even  if  you  think 
you  have  them  in  a  warm  sunroom, 
give  some  thought  as  to  how  badly  the 
temperature  falls  at  night  when  the 
sun  is  not  shining  and  heaters  have 
been  turned  off.  If  temperatures  are 
too  low  for  growth  the  plant  will 
need  little  water  and  no  fertilizer. 

2.  Leaves  tend  to  curl  downward 
around  the  sides  of  the  pot.  They 
also  curl  under  along  the  leaf 
margins. 

3.  Flowering  will  be  much  more 
sparse  and  may  cease  entirely 
if  temperatures  and  available 
light  are  too  low  to  allow  any 
growth.  If  the  plant  is  flower¬ 
ing  there  will  often  be  the 
advantage  of  larger,  more 
richly  colored  flowers  that 
will  last  longer  than  in  the 
warmer  weather. 

4.  The  plant  will  be  more 
prone  to  root  and  collar 
rot,  and  indeed  all  fun¬ 
gal  problems. 

Will  plants 
affected  by  cold 

weather  recover? 

As  soon  as 
temperatures 
become  more 
favorable  the 
plants  will  begin 
to  recover  unless 
they  have  been 
exposed  to  the  sort  of 
cold  which  will  kill  them. 
As  soon  as  the  weather  is 
warm  enough  for  growth  they  should 
be  repotted,  and  any  dead,  damaged,  or  curled  leaves 
should  be  removed  as  well  as  dead  roots.  If  the  plant  is 
treated  with  care  it  should  quickly  return  to  good  condition 
and  reward  you  with  flowers  during  the  whole  summer. 
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SEEDLINGS  ARE  SUCH  FUN  AND 
MUCH  STRONGER  THAN 
YOU  MIGHT  THINK 

by  Pat  Hancock  •  West  Chester,  OH 


For  several  years,  I  have  been  interested  in  growing  my 
own  violets  from  seed.  I  have  made  several  crosses  -  some 
took,  some  did  not. 

Some  of  you  know  that  I  used  to  breed  poodles  and 
Himalayan  cats  and  I  guess  it  was  just  inevitable  that  I  would 
eventually  gravitate  to  breeding  violets  of  my  own. 

Seedlings  are  great  fun  and  the  diversity  in  one  seed  pod 
may  range  from  “all  blue”  to  “no  two  alike  in  the  whole  pod”. 
The  number  of  seed  also  varies  greatly. 

My  first  pod  had  131  seedlings  in  it  and  my  second  pod 
had  only  1 7.  Sometimes  a  cross  will  make  a  pod  and  the  pod 
will  mature,  but  will  not  have  any  seed  in  it  at  all  There  is 
sometimes  disappointment  as  well  as  fun  in  breeding  violets 
from  seed. 

I  like  using  a  variegated  plant  for  the  seed  parent  and 
either  variegated  or  solid  for  the  pollen  parent.  As  long  as  the 
seed  parent  is  variegated,  all  of  the  babies  will  be  variegated. 
My  goal  is  to  produce  large  variegated  plants  with  lots  of  pink 
in  the  foliage  and  large,  colorful  blossoms  with  many  per 
stem. 

My  first  pod  produced  a  number  of  very  beautiful  plants, 
most  of  them  fantasies  of  one  shade  or  another.  Most  had 
very  large  leaves  and  large  blooms  and  some  had  a  very  high 
bloom  count.  Most  had  a  lot  of  pink  in  the  foliage.  My  second 
pod  was  a  disappointment  as  it  had  only  produced  blue 
blossoms  thus  far. 

My  next  two  seed  pods  were  on  the  same  seed  parent. 
They  were  from  a  cross  back  to  one  of  my  seedlings, 
‘Buckeye  Broidery’,  using  pollen  from  Kent  Stork’s  ‘Marching 
Band’.  I  knew  I  would  get  my  “dream  plant”  from  this  cross, 


so  I  waited  anxiously  for  5  months.  They  began  to  dry  up 
and  I  took  them  off  and  placed  them  safely  in  an  envelope  to 
finish  drying. 

I  use  the  small  plastic  dishes,  that  fast-food  places  use  for 
salad,  to  plant  my  seed  and  I  use  Jiffy  Cubes  for  the  medium. 
So,  after  about  two  more  weeks,  I  planted  both  pods  and 
placed  the  cover  on  tightly.  1  wanted  it  as  close  to  the  lights 
as  possible,  so  1  placed  it  on  the  top  shelf  of  my  plant  stand 
on  top  of  a  covered  tray  of  leaves.  THAT  WAS  MY  FIRST 
MISTAKE! 

About  a  week  later,  I  was  working  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  plant  stand  and  noticed  that  the  leaves  in  that  tray  need¬ 
ed  water.  Without  thinking,  I  raised  the  cover  to  apply  the 
water.  MY  SECOND  MISTAKE,  of  course,  the  plastic  contain¬ 
er  with  the  seeds  fell  to  the  floor,  upside  down  and  the  soil 
and  seeds  went  everywhere.  I  sat  on  the  floor  and  felt  like 
crying.  I  had  waited  five  months  for  the  pods  to  ripen,  and 
now  my  carelessness  had  lost  them  all.  I  carefully  tried  to 
scoop  them  up  so  that  the  top  would  be  the  top  and  the 
bottom  on  the  bottom,  but  I  had  my  doubts  that  any  would 
survive.  I  put  them  back  close  to  the  lights  but  in  a  place 
where  they  would  be  safe,  and  1  almost  forgot  about  them  in 
the  next  two  weeks.  One  day  I  picked  them  up  after  about 
2  1/2  weeks  and  to  my  surprise,  there  were  little  green  plants 
covering  the  top  of  the  soil.  I  couldn’t  believe  my  eyes! 

They  now  have  four  leaves,  and  there  are  about  50  of 
them,  strong  and  healthy.  They  are  almost  ready  to  pot  up  in 
individual  pots.  I  can’t  wait  to  see  if  my  “dream  violet”  is  in 
this  miracle  bunch,  but  if  it  isn’t.  I’ll  try  again.  Seedlings  are 
such  fun,  and  much  stronger  than  you  might  think. 
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Van’s  Busy  Bea 

Exhibited  by:  Daphne  Yaremko 
Hybridized  by:  Y.  Lambert 
Miniature 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Episcia  Blue  Nile’ 

Exhibited  by:  Alex  Early 
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Frosted  Whisper 

Exhibited  by:  Ernie  Elias 
Hybridized  by:  R.  Scott 
Large 


Columnea  *  Julia* 

Exhibited  by:  Fred  Packer 
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Soil  Mealy  Bugs 

by  Barb  Pershing  •  Cedar  Fails,  Iowa 


If  you  haven’t  had  them,  you  probably  will  at  some  time  in 
your  growing  of  African  violets. 

Symptoms:  poor  growth  and  yellowed  leaves  caused  by 
lack  of  a  healthy  root  system  (the  damaged  roots  can’t  take  up 
necessary  nutrients),  wilted  and  dying  leaves,  (outer  rows  of 
leaves  die  first) ,  and  failure  to  bloom. 

If  a  plant  has  just  become  infested  when  you  get  it,  it  may 
be  as  long  as  sk  months  before  the  plant  shows  any  sign  of 
stress  from  the  effects  of  mealy  bugs  working  on  the  root  sys¬ 
tem.  Soil  mealy  bugs  are  more  mobile  than  we  may  think.  If  you 
find  them  in  one  pot,  you  must  assume  that  they  have  traveled 
to  all  pots  on  the  same  tray/mat. 

Monitor  your  plants  by  occasionally  unpotting  one  of  the 
group  and  inspecting  for  signs  of  bugs.  If  you  have  mealy  bugs, 
you  will  find  white  powdery  areas  in  the  soil,  often  at  the  soil 
line  and  on  the  stem,  right  at  the  soil  line.  If  the  mealies  have 
been  working  on  the  plant  for  awhile,  the  roots  will  be  brown 
and  will  eventually  be  dead.  The  mealies  look  like  small  grains 
of  perlite.  If  you  see  a  suspicious  shiny  white  oval  object  in  the 
soil,  touch  it  with  the  tip  of  a  pencil.  If  it  moves  -  mealy  bug! 

In  order  to  cut  down  on  the  risk  of  soil  dwelling  pests  such 
as  soil  mealy  bugs,  when  you  bring  new  plants  into  your 
collection,  it  is  recommended  that  you  cut  off  and  discard  the 
roots.  Then,  treat  the  crown  in  a  mild  bleach  solution,  and  reroot 
the  crown  in  fresh  soil  and  a  clean  pot.  This  is  rather  drastic,  but 
it  will  cut  down  on  the  isolation  period  and  hopefully  will 


eliminate  the  worry  of  introducing  unwanted  pests  into  your 
collection. 

Using  a  systemic  is  a  precaution  against  an  infestation  of 
mealy  bugs.  Any  systemic  must  be  repeated  in  four  to  six 
weeks.  Systemics  will  not  eradicate  a  heavy  infestation  of  mealy 
bugs  but  should  provide  a  measure  of  protection  against  one 
occurring. 

Preventative  measures; 

1 .  Discard  plant  if  badly  infected.  'Ihke  a  leaf,  soak  it  in  mild 
bleach  water;  start  a  new  plant. 

2.  Wash  hands,  work  surface  and  tools  between  handling 
each  plant;  keep  a  bucket  of  soapy,  mild  bleach  water  to  dip 
hands  and  tools  in  between  plants. 

3.  Use  layers  of  newspaper  on  your  potting  tray;  wrap  and 
discard  used  soil  for  each  plant. 

4.  Wash  hands  before  scooping  soil  out  of  the  storage 
container  and  don’t  hold  plant  over  the  soil  bucket. 

5.  Never  reuse  a  pot  without  soaking  it  in  a  hot  soapy  bleach 
solution. 

Prevention  is  a  lot  easier  and  less  stressful  than  cleaning  up 
an  infestation  in  your  collection.  I  know  from  experience! 

Reprintedjrom  The  ‘Bloomin’  Violet’, 
publication  of  the  Cedar  Valley  AVC,  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa 


January  22  &  23  -  GEORGIA 
AVC  of  Greater  Atlanta  Show/Sale 
Atlanta  Botanical  Garden  -  Day  Hall 
1345  Piedmont  Ave 
Atlanta,  GA 
Ian  22  -  noon  -  5pm 
Jan  23  -  9am  -  4pm 
Info:  Kathy  Spissman  (770)  939-5289 

February  12  -  ARIZONA 

Desert  Sun  AVS  Judged  Show/SaJe 
Chris-Town  MaJJ 
1703  W.  Bethany  Home  Rd 
Phoenix,  AZ 

Info:  Susan  Anderson  (602)  437-2437 


February  12  &13  -  MISSOURI 
AVC  of  Greater  Kansas  City 
49th  Annual  Judged  Show/SaJe 
Loose  Park  Garden  Center 
5100  Pennsylvania  Ave 
Kansas  City,  MO 
Both  Days:  10am  -  4pm 
Info:  Sue  HiJJ  (816)  356-2978 

February  12  &  13  -  CALIFORNIA 
Foothill  AVS  Show/Sale 
Plaza  at  West  Covina 
West  Covina.  CA 
Feb  12  -  10am  -  8pm 
Feb  13  -  1  lam  -  7pm 
Info:  Chris  Hedberg  (626)  797-7525 

February  26  &  27  -  OKLAHOMA 
AVS  of  Greater  Thlsa  Show/Sale 
Thlsa  Garden  Center 
2435  South  Peoria 
Tulsa,  OK 

Feb  26  -  10am  -  4pm 
Feb  27  -  noon  -  4pm 
Info:  Rose  Hewlett  (918)  627-7395 


March  3  &  4  -FLORIDA 

Central  Florida  AVS  Show/Sale 

Beardall  Senior  Center 

800  S.  Delaney  Ave 

Orlando,  FL 

Mar  3  -  noon  -  4pm 

Mar  4  -  10am  -  4pm 

Info:  Elvie  Clendenning  (407)  268-3609 

March  4  &  5  -  LOUISIANA 
Baton  Rouge  AVS  Show/Sale 
Baton  Rouge  Garden  Center 
7950  Independence  Blvd 
Baton  Rouge,  LA 
Mar  4  -  2pm  -  5pm 
Mar  5  -  11am  -  3pm 
Info:  Fran  Spear  (225)  665-3686 
Connie  Plunket  (225)  275-2042 

March  11  &  12  -  CALIFORNIA 
South  Coast  AVS  Show/Sale 
South  Coast  Botanic  Garden 
26300  Crenshaw  Blvd 
Palos  Verdes  Peninsula,  CA 
Mar  1 1  -  noon  -  4:30pm 
Mar  12  -  9am  -  3pm 
Info:  Ralph  Breden  (310)  373-5697 
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How  To  Care  For  That  New 

piAwr 

by  Parn  Kennedy 
Australia 


what  kind  of  plants  did  you  buy?  Mature  plants,  or 
young  plants? 

One  of  the  advantages  of  buying  young  plants  is  that  they 
are  cheaper  and  you  can  get  more  plants  for  your  money.  I 
find  it  gives  me  more  satisfaction  watching  them  grow  into 
beautiful  mature  plants  and  the  same  applies  to  planting 
leaves. 

What  was  the  first  thing  you  did  when  you  got  them 
home? 

A  few  members  disbud  as  soon  as  they  get  home.  Others 
like  to  admire  the  flowers,  some  spray  their  plants  with  a 
Py rethrum  based  spray  when  they  get  home,  to  try  to 
eliminate  any  unwanted  pests  that  may  have  gotten  onto  their 
plants. 

Did  you  isolate  them  from  your  other  plants? 

The  reason  many  of  us  isolate  is  to  protect  our  plants  at 
home  from  any  possible  problems  that  might  be  brought  in 
by  our  new  plant.  We  do  try  very  hard  to  ensure  that  the 
plants  sold  at  shows  are  free  from  pests  and  diseases,  but  we 
can’t  be  absolutely  sure  so  it  is  best  to  isolate  for  6  to  8 
weeks. 

Did  you  repot? 

Personally,  I  do  because  I  find  the  plants  adjust  to  my 
conditions  better  if  I  do,  particularly  the  plants  which  are  not 
in  my  usual  mix.  Also  young  plants  seem  to  put  on  a  growth 
spurt  after  they  have  been  repotted. 

Are  you  wick  watering? 

I  wick  water  everything  including  some  other  houseplants 
(it  saves  them  from  dying  from  lack  of  water) . 

Are  you  growing  in  natural  light?  If  so  which  direction 
does  the  window  near  your  plants  face? 

A  north  facing  window  would  probably  be  best,  especial¬ 
ly  in  summer  when  the  sun  is  in  the  south,  but  if  you  haven’t 
got  one,  don’t  worry!  My  plant  stand  is  in  a  window  that  faces 


west,  so  I  have  to  be  very  careful  of  the  afternoon  sun  and 
remember  to  draw  the  curtains  or  I  could  burn  my  plants.  A 
window  facing  east  will  have  the  same  problem  in  the 
morning.  A  southern  window  is  fine  in  winter  when  the  sun 
is  in  the  north,  but  you  need  to  be  careful  in  summer. 

Should  you  mist  your  plants? 

It  is  advisable,  no  matter  whether  you  are  growing  in 
natural  light  or  on  a  light  stand  to  give  your  plants  a  spray 
with  water.  This  needs  to  be  very  hot  water  because  it  cools 
as  it  is  spayed  on  the  plants  to  lukewarm  and  should  not  dam¬ 
age  the  foliage.  Your  spray  bottle  needs  to  give  a  very  fine 
mist  so  as  to  leave  only  a  fine  mist  on  the  leaves.  This  will  not 
damage  your  foliage,  but  spraying  for  too  long  will  get  the 
leaves  too  wet  and  can  leave  marks.  You  can  spray  more  than 
once  if  you  wish,  especially  on  very  hot,  dry  days. 

Are  you  fertilizing  each  time  you  do  a  water  change?  If 
so  what  kind  of  fertilizers  are  you  using? 

I  do  fertilize  at  each  water  change,  but  I  flush  the  potting 
mix  through  with  lukewarm  water  about  every  4-6  weeks  to 
avoid  fertilizer  salts  build  up.  It  is  good  to  use  a  bit  of  a  variety; 
you  wouldn’t  want  to  eat  the  same  food  at  each  meal  every 
day.  A  high  Nitrogen  fertilizer  (i.e.  higher  first  number  in  the 
N.P.K.)  is  good  to  get  young  plants  growing.  To  get  older 
plants  to  flower  you  will  need  one  with  high  Phosphorous  and 
Potassium  (i.e.  higher  middle  number  and  last  numbers  but 
the  middle  number  needs  to  be  the  highest).  It  is  a  good  idea 
to  check  a  fertilizer  chart  for  the  correct  quantities  of  fertilizer 
for  wick  watering.  It  should  be  weaker  than  the  directions 
given  on  the  packets  (one-quarter  strength) . 

Do  you  look  at  your  plants  every  day? 

It  is  a  good  idea  to  check  your  plants  regularly.  This 
enables  you  to  spot  any  problems  right  away,  and  correct 
them. 

From  the  Newsletter  of  the 
Early  Mom  AV  Group,  Australia 
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B-Man*s 

Moncibello 

Exhibited  &  Hybridized  by: 

Bruno  Curcuruto 

Standard 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Apache  Primrose 

Exhibited  by:  Wally  Clarke 
Hybridized  by:  J.  Munk 
Standard 
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AV  Council  of  Florida 
Christal  Collier  &  Jean  Marie  Ross 


Spring  Branch  AVC 
Munk 


Rocky  Mountain  AVC 
Nelly  Levine 


Cincinnati  AVS 

Penny  Wichman,  Sharon  Holtzman,  and 
Helen  Chambers 
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by  James  D.  Rubottom  •  Hilliard,  OH 


Light  is  something  that  we  often  take  for  granted.  What  is 
this  thing  that  we  call  light?  Essentially,  light  is  a  form  of  ener¬ 
gy.  The  energy  in  light  is  responsible  for  much  of  what  we 
have  on  the  planet.  Light  energy  consists  of  waves.  In  some 
ways  you  can  think  of  it  as  being  like  sound  waves.  In  this 
respect,  light  has  different  frequencies,  just  like  sound.  This 
means  that  light  can  take  on  a  number  of  different  forms  based 
on  the  frequency  of  its  waves.  The  wavelength  determines  the 
type  of  light  and  how  the  human  eye  perceives  it. 

Photosynthesis  is  the  biological  process  by  which  the 
energy  of  sunlight  is  absorbed  and  used  to  power  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  organic  compounds  from  carbon  dioxide  and  water. 
This  process  ultimately  supplies  the  energy  required  by  plants 
for  their  continued  survival.  This  photosynthetic  process  can 
be  divided  into  two  stages:  absorption  of  light  energy,  known 
as  the  light  reactions  and  carbon  fixation,  known  as  the  dark 
reactions 

Because  African  violets  require  relatively  low  light  levels 
to  grow  and  flower,  florescent  lighting  has  been  adapted  by 
many  growers.  This  type  of  lighting  was  first  exhibited  at  the 
Chicago  Centennial  Exposition  in  1933.  Eluorescent  lamps 
emit  more  light  per  watt  than  incandescent  bulbs.  Their  light 
is  generally  whiter,  but  if  the  chemicals  in  the  lamp’s  interior 
phosphor  coating  are  changed,  different  types  of  light,  such 
as  the  “plant  light”  that  mimics  sunlight,  can  be  produced. 
Today  fluorescent  tubes  probably  provide  the  best  artificial 
light  sources  available  for  growing  African  violets  and  other 
gesneriads  in  the  home. 

Advantages  of  using  fluorescent  lights  include; 

•  Inexpensive  to  operate 

•  Bulbs  are  long-lasting 

In  spite  of  the  above  advantages  there  are  some 
disadvantages  in  using  fluorescent  tubes: 

•  Bulbs  are  expensive  -  Cool  white  bulbs  are  quite  reason¬ 
ably  priced  with  warm  white  being  slightly  more  expen¬ 
sive.  Tubes  such  as  GroLux  WS  are  more  expensive. 

•  Light  from  fluorescent  tubes  is  somewhat  uneven. 

Light  is  stronger  at  the  center  of  each  tube  while  light 


at  the  ends  is  weaker.  Because  of  this  factor,  where  you 
place  your  plants  on  the  shelf  can  have  a  direct  impact 
on  the  amount  of  light  they  receive. 

Because  certain  varieties  like  more  light  than  others  you 
should  place  plants  requiring  more  light  in  the  center  of  the 
shelf  directly  under  the  middle  of  the  tubes. 

Tubes  listed  as  white  or  daylight  are  less  desirable 
because  they  produce  less  red  and  blue  light.  Cool  white 
tubes  produce  some  red  rays  in  addition  to  orange,  yellow- 
green  and  blue  rays.  You  can  even  supplement  cool  white 
tubes  with  incandescent  bulbs  to  boost  red  rays.  The  special 
tubes  mentioned  earlier  have  been  developed  for  growing 
plants.  These  have  a  higher  output  in  the  red  range  to  bal¬ 
ance  the  blue  output.  You  can  use  one  plant-growth  tube 
(such  as  GroLux  Wide  Spectrum)  to  each  cool  white  tube  or 
you  can  use  cool  white  and  warm  white  in  combination. 

As  a  general  rule,  you  should  have  your  florescent  lights 
on  from  12-14  hours  each  day.  The  distance  of  each  tube 
above  the  foliage  of  each  plant  should  be  about  8  to  1 0  inch¬ 
es.  If  your  tubes  must  be  slightly  higher  then  you  might 
want  to  consider  slightly  lengthening  the  period  that  your 
lights  are  on.  Also  be  certain  that  you  space  your  plants  in 
such  a  way  as  to  allow  light  between  each  plant.  Take  care 
that  one  plant  is  not  shading  another  on  the  shelf 

Fluorescent  tubes  are  longlasting,  but  that  doesn’t  mean 
that  they  last  forever.  The  tubes  produce  less  light  as  they 
age.  This  means  that  you  need  to  replace  the  tubes  approx¬ 
imately  every  six  to  nine  months.  As  the  tubes  age  they 
develop  dark  rings  at  each  end.  Because  replacing  tubes  with 
a  new  tube  will  cause  an  increase  in  light  level  you  can 
alternate  swapping  out  tubes  in  fixtures  designed  for  two 
tubes.  How  can  you  keep  track  of  when  to  swap  out  your 
tubes?  Many  tubes  actually  have  a  location  near  the  end  of 
the  tube  where  you  can  write  the  month  and  year  with  a 
marking  pen. 

I  hope  that  this  introduction  to  fluorescent  lighting  will 
be  helpful.  Remember  that  everyone’s  growing  conditions 
vary  so  what  I  have  tried  to  present  is  only  a  set  of  general 
guidelines  for  growing  under  fluorescent  tubes. 
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EVALUATING  YOUR 

PLANTS 

by  Dorothy  Kosowsky  •  Whittier,  CA 


Getting  the  most  from  the  time  spent  on  a  given  African 
violet  may  seem  a  bit  cold-blooded  since  this  is  a  hobby  in 
which  we  participate  for  enjoyment,  but  let’s  take  a  good 
look. 

Do  you  have  a  number  of  plants  you  have  been  growing 
because  the  color  appealed  to  you  in  the  beginning  so  you 
have  overlooked  the  fact  that  the  blooms  tend  to  turn  brown 
after  being  out  a  very  short  time?  Is  there  another  variety 
which  would  give  you  that  color  for  your  collection  that 
doesn’t  have  this  problem?  Do  you  have  a  fantasy  you  love, 
but  it  produces  very  few  blossoms  per  peduncle,  or  worse, 
very  few  peduncles? 

How  about  the  plant  that  you  must  watch  like  a  hawk  to 
be  sure  it  isn’t  blooming  under  the  leaves?  I  don’t  think  there 
are  many  of  us  that  aren’t  guilty  of  keeping  plants  in  our  col¬ 
lection  that  should  be  dumped,  but  we  have  this  dream  that 
the  fault  will  go  away.  Another  problem  is  you  begin  to  spend 
very  little  time  on  that  plant,  as  others  are  more  rewarding  so 
you  give  the  time  to  them. 


Now  there  is  the  problem  of  how  they  grow.  Do  they 
grow  leaf  over  leaf,  or  grow  open?  Do  they  respond  poorly  to 
being  on  a  ring?  My  experience  has  been  that  there  are  quite 
a  few  that  want  to  grow  their  own  way,  and  unless  I’m 
willing  to  allow  them  to  do  their  own  thing,  they  sulk. 

If  the  plant  is  special  enough,  I  might  consider  giving  the 
extra  time  necessary  to  accommodate  its  foibles.  If  this  is  a 
plant  that  you  really  want  to  grow,  you  might  try  removing 
the  ring  and  planting  it  a  bit  high  in  the  pot. 

As  you  can  see,  the  point  I’m  trying  to  make  is  that  you 
only  have  so  much  time  to  give  to  each  African  violet  and 
you  do  need  to  be  sure  that  the  time  is  well  spent.  My  advice 
is  to  grow  plants  you  really  like  (Is  it  worth  my  time?)  and 
those  you  can  depend  on  to  give  you  a  selection  for  “Show”, 
when  the  time  comes.  You  can’t  enter  every  class,  so  don’t 
concentrate  on  only  the  varieties  that  would  be  entered  in  the 
same  class! 

From  the  CA  Council  News 


ORANGE  /  BROWN  CRYSTALS 

by  Pam  Kennedy  •  Australia 


Problem 

A  hard  crust  of  orange/brown  crystals  around  the  edge 
of  your  pot  is  caused  by  the  build  up  of  fertilizer  salts  in 
your  potting  mix.  If  your  plant  also  has  orange/brown 
crystals  in  the  center  and  on  the  edges  of  some  of  its  leaves, 
it  could  also  be  a  sign  of  too  much  fertilizer. 

Affect  on  the  plant 

If  this  is  left  untreated  then  it  can  alter  the  pH  level  of 
your  potting  mix,  which  can  make  the  potting  mix  toxic. 
The  root  hairs  are  very  sensitive  and  are  easily  burnt  by 
excess  fertilizer  and  whole  sections  of  root  could  die  as  a 
result,  which  would  have  an  adverse  affect  on  the  growth 
of  your  plant. 

On  the  edges  of  the  pot  it  can  cause  damage  to  the  outside 
row  of  petioles  as  they  rest  on  the  crystals.  They  may  droop 
over  the  edge  of  the  pot  and  turn  brown,  which  can  lead  to 
petiole  rot.  In  the  center  of  the  plant,  the  center  leaves  can 
become  tight  and  brittle  and  therefore  spoiling  the  nice  flat 
symmetrical  growth  habit  we  want,  as  well  as  permanently 
marking  and  damaging  the  edges  of  the  leaves  if  left  untreated. 


What  to  do 

Wash  away  any  crystals  on  the  leaves  using  lukewarm 
water  and  leach  the  excess  from  the  potting  mix  by 
allowing  lukewarm  water  to  run  through  it.  Dry  the  leaves 
gently  with  a  tissue  or  kitchen  towel  and  drain  all  the 
excess  water  from  the  potting  mix  before  putting  it  back  on 
its  reservoir.  Preferably,  repot  your  plant  making  sure  you 
remove  all  of  the  affected  potting  mix  and  place  in  a  clean 
pot. 

If  using  the  same  pot,  ensure  you  remove  all  the 
crystals  from  the  edge  of  your  pot;  you  may  need  to  scrape 
these  off  or  soak  the  pot  in  warm  water.  Try  measuring  your 
fertilizer  as  accurately  as  possible  and  maybe  use  a  little 
less,  particularly  through  the  winter  months  and  especially 
if  growing  in  natural  light.  You  can  also  leach  your  plant’s 
potting  mix  every  6  weeks  (as  above) . 
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by  Adelle  Johnson 


Isolation  -  Examination  -  Prevention 


In  looking  through  all  those  beautiful  African  violet  cata¬ 
logs  and  reading  the  names  of  new  varieties,  who  can  resist 
buying  some  new  plants  to  add  to  those  we  already  have? 
But  beware:  isolate  those  newly-purchased  plants  for  60  to 
90  days. 

The  main  reason  for  isolation  is  pest  prevention.  As  a 
grower  you  should  have  some  knowledge  in  detecting  pests 
and  their  damage.  So  many  pests  are  very  hard  to  detect  if 
they  are  few  in  numbers,  so  while  plants  are  in  isolation,  fre¬ 
quent  and  thorough  inspection  should  be  made,  in  an  effort 
to  determine  if  the  plants  are  clean  or  infested  with  pests. 

Healthy  plants  are  much  less  susceptible  to  pests. 
Removing  spent  blossoms  and  keeping  the  growing  area 
clean,  along  with  maintaining  proper  temperature  and 
humidity,  will  enhance  healthy  plant  growth.  Frequent 
examination  of  plants  is  necessary  to  detect  pests.  Weekly 
examinations  are  usually  enough  to  detect  pests  before  the 
population  increases  to  damaging  levels. 

When  examining  plants,  look  for  any  physical  abnormal¬ 
ities  such  as  holes  in  leaves,  damaged  buds,  or  discolored 
areas  where  the  plant  tissue  has  been  destroyed,  plant  stunt¬ 
ing,  yellowing  of  plant  color,  wilted  foliage,  yellow  spots  on 
leaves,  deformed  growth  such  as  twisted  petioles  and  cupped 
leaves. 


Also  look  for  white,  waxy  residues  on  plant  foliage  -  this 
could  be  mealybugs.  Thrips  on  the  blossoms  result  in  pollen 
scattered  on  the  foliage.  Examine  the  undersides  of  leaves, 
giving  particular  attention  to  the  area  along  the  midvein  and 
other  main  leaf  veins.  Be  sure  to  examine  the  small,  tender 
leaves  in  the  center  of  the  plant. 

Remove  the  plant  from  the  pot  and  examine  the  root  ball 
for  soil  mealybugs  or  a  white,  waxy  material  produced  by 
mealybugs.  Carefully  look  at  water  reservoirs  for  signs  of 
pests,  as  well  as  checking  pot  rims,  mats,  trays,  and  shelves. 

I  recommend  that  all  growers  of  African  violets  include  in 
their  library  the  booklet  written  by  Charles  L.  Cole,  Insect  and 
Mite  Pests  of  African  Violets.  It  is  available  from  the  office  of 
the  African  Violet  Society  of  America.  It  is  a  wonderful  refer¬ 
ence,  helping  African  violet  growers  become  more  proficient 
in  detecting,  identifying,  and  controlling  pests  before  serious 
problems  can  develop. 

So  my  advice  to  you  is  to  isolate  newly-purchased  plants. 
This  means  all  plants -noi  only  African  violets,  but  all  plants 
you  bring  into  your  home  or  growing  area. 

From  “African  Violet  Leaves”, 
publication  of  the  Illinois  AVS,  Inc. 


virtual  Violets 

by  Gary  R.  Beck  •  San  Francisco,  CA. 
garyrbeck@aol.com 


Having  just  joined  the  cyberspace  last  April,  I  had  a  lot  to 
learn  and  explore.  African  violet  sites  were  of  first  importance. 
Friends  gave  me  odd  names  called  URLs  and  I  logged  on  to 
first  one  list  and  then  another,  called  e-groups. 

At  the  site  called  Net  Violets,  part  of  one  list,  I  learned  from 
members  of  a  year-old  project  of  growing  a  Saintpaulia 
(African  violet)  on  the  Internet!  Posted  messages  discussed 
the  names,  watering  habits,  repotting  and  speaking  words  of 
encouragement  to  their  leaves.  This  project  I  had  to  look  into. 

The  site  of  the  Virtual  Violet  (Saintpauliatchi, 
http://www2c.biglobe.ne.jp/~iga/ll-lle/ll-ll.cgi)  has  an 
instmctional  manual,  tips  on  care,  a  violet  Heaven  (Palace) 
and  a  Cemetery  for  the  sadly  neglected  or  over-pampered 
plants.  I  registered  my  leaf  as  Dolly,  chose  a  password  for  care 
and  away  we  went.  It  was  quickly  learned  that  too  much  or  too 
little  water  or  food  will  lead  to  violet  stress,  a  certain  doom.  But 
when  your  leaf  asks  for  either,  you  better  cooperate,  or  else! 


A  baby  plantlet  soon  appeared  and  grew  slowly.  Soon  she 
asked  for  a  larger  pot  and  I  spoke  calm  words  to  her  that  a 
little  old  lady  (Mrs.  K.)  will  furnish  one  soon.  After  about  two 
weeks  of  growing  goaded  on  by  my  diligent  care  and  talk, 
Dolly  grew  to  a  nice  size.  But,  the  lady  would  not  furnish  a 
second  larger  pot,  and  one  dark  morning  I  arose  (logged  on) 
to  see  her  tipped  over  and  all  the  green  leaves  were  wilted  and 
turning  brown.  She  immediately  had  a  goodbye  service  at  the 
Cemetery. 

While  others  applauded  each  other  for  having  their  plants 
bear  blooms  and  enter  the  palace,  all  that  was  left  for  me  was 
to  register  Dolly  II  and  see  if  I  had  learned  from  my  mistakes. 
Therein  lies  the  moral  of  this  project/game: 

Be  sure  to  furnish  your  plants  with  what  they  want  and 
when,  talk  to  in  caring  words,  and  your  reward  will  be  seeing 
them  healthy,  well-groomed,  properly  potted  and  winners 
sitting  in  the  Saintpaulia  Palace. 
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Propagating 


I  start¬ 
ed  writing 
this  article 
from  the 

culture  book, 
then  decid¬ 
ed  that  it 
had  too 

-^^imany  diffi- 
\cult  scien¬ 
tific  words 
and  would 
not  fulfill 
the  purpose 
of  this  exer¬ 
cise.  For  my¬ 
self,  chimeras 
are  African 
violet  plants  whose  flowers  look 
like  pinwheels  (unless  of  course  you  are  speaking  of  ‘Oh 
Melba’,  a  chimera  which  just  has  a  trace  of  purple  on  it’s  pink 
single  flowers) . 

These  wonderful  little  plants,  however,  are  not  propagat¬ 
ed  as  easily  as  the  standard  African  violets.  Everyone  knows 
that  African  violets  can  be  propagated  through  a  leaf  or  seed. 
This  is  not  the  case  for  chimeras.  Plant  a  leaf  or  seed  of  a 
chimera  plant  and  you  are  likely  to  have  flowers  different  from 
the  mother  plant  (usually  more  boring  such  as  straight  pink, 
purple  or  white) .  Only  occasionally  will  a  chimera  grow  true 
flowers  when  planted  from  a  leaf 

Nevertheless,  there  are  two  methods  to  propagate  these 
special  African  violets.  One  of  the  easiest  ways  is  to  wait  for 
the  mother  plant  to  produce  a  side  shoot,  or  sucker.  Remove 
the  little  shoot  and  plant  it.  In  most  instances,  the  baby  plant 
will  flower  true  after  it’s  first  flowering.  Some  impatient  grow¬ 
ers  found  that  sideshoots  can  be  induced  by  removing  the 
center  of  the  plant,  and  they  courageously  slaughter  their  first 
plant  in  the  hope  of  obtaining  lots  more. 


The  second  method  is  to  take  a  bloom  stalk,  remove  the 
flowers,  but  not  the  tiny  leaves  below  it,  cut  the  stalk  to  about 
3  cm,  and  plant  it  with  the  leaves  level  with  the  potting  mix. 
When  using  this  propagation  method,  it  will  take  more  time 
to  know  whether  you  do  have  a  tme  flowering  chimera. 

A  few  tips  when  using  this  method  of  propagation:  First, 
regularly  inspect  your  chimera  plant’s  bloom  stalk,  particu¬ 
larly  the  stalk  leaves.  If  you  do  find  one  with  bigger  than  nor¬ 
mal  stalk  leaves,  it  should  signal  to  you  that  these  stalk 
leaves  are  potential  propagating  material.  It  is  also  worth¬ 
while  to  leave  that  stalk,  after  flowering,  a  bit  longer  on  the 
plant  in  order  for  the  leaves  to  mature  more  and  thus  increas¬ 
ing  your  chances  of  propagation.  Some  growers  will  remove 
all  flowers  from  the  bloom  stalk  after  they  have  decided  they 
want  the  stalk  leaves  for  propagation.  The  rationale  behind 
this  treatment  is  to  boost  the  growth  of  the  stalk  leaves  and 
not  that  of  the  flowers. 

Other  little  tips  when  planting  chimeras: 

•  I  found  that  dipping  the  stalk  or  side  shoot  in  a  rooting 
hormone  solution  helps  the  plants  to  establish  them¬ 
selves  quicker. 

•  After  planting,  all  the  plantlets  go  in  a  plastic  bag  for  around 
two  to  three  weeks.  This  helps  the  much  needed  humidity 
levels  to  be  kept  up  during  that  period  of  time  which  is 
crucial  for  the  establishment  of  the  rooting  system. 

•  After  their  ‘plastic  bag  period’,  they  are  gradually  intro¬ 
duced  to  fertilizers.  (Fish  emulsion  at  the  start). 

The  aspect  which  I  find  exciting  in  these  special  violets 
are  their  special  flowers  which  for  me  makes  it  worthwhile  to 
spend  a  bit  more  time  in  propagating  them.  Good  luck  to  all 
of  you  who  decide  to  include  some  of  those  special  plants  in 
your  collection;  they  are  full  of  rewards. 
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2000 

CONUENTION 

f)WARDS 

OMAHA.  NEBRASKA 


Society  Awards  -  Amateur  Division 

Best  African  Violet  in  Show 

2nd  Best  African  Violet  in  Show 

3rd  Best  African  Violet  in  Show 

Best  Standard 

Best  TYailer 

Best  Semiminiature 

Best  Miniature 

Best  Species 

Best  Vintage  Violet 

Best  Other  Gesneriad 

Sweepstakes  in  Horticulture 

Sweepstakes  Runner-up  in  Horticulture 

Best  Standard  Collection 

2nd  Best  Standard  Collection 

Best  Mini/Semimini  Collection 

2nd  Best  Mini/Semimini  Collection 


$50.00  &  Tri-color  Rosette 
$35.00  &  Rosette 
$25.00  &  Rosette 
$25.00  &  Rosette 
$25.00  &  Rosette 
$25.00  &  Rosette 
$25.00  &  Rosette 
$25.00  &  Rosette 
$25.00  &  Rosette 
$25.00  &  Rosette 
$50.00  &  Rosette 
$25.00  &  Rosette 
$50.00  &  Gold  Rosette 
$25.00  &  Purple  Rosette 
$50.00  &  Gold  Rosette 
$25.00  &  Purple  Rosette 


Society  Awards  -  Design  Division  Amateur  or  Commercial 


Best  Design  in  Show 
2nd  Best  Design  in  Show 
3rd  Best  Design  in  Show 
Sweepstakes  in  Design 
Sweepstakes  Runner-up  in  Design 


$50.00  &  Iri-color  Rosette 
$35.00  &  Rosette 
$25.00  &  Rosette 
$50.00  &  Rosette 
$25.00  &  Rosette 


Society  Awards  -  Commercial  Display  lUbles 


Best  Commercial  Display  Thble 
2nd  Best  Commercial  Display  Thble 
3rd  Best  Commercial  Display  Ihble 
4th  Best  Commercial  Display  Thble 
Best  African  Violet  on  Display  Thbles 


$125.00  &  Blue  Rosette 

$100.00  &  Red  Rosette 

$75.00  &  White  Rosette 

$50.00  &  Honorable  Mention  Rosette 

$50.00  &  Rosette 


Society  Awards  -  Commercial 


Best  African  Violet  in  Show  $50.00 

2nd  Best  African  Violet  in  Show  $35.00 

3rd  Best  African  Violet  in  Show  $25.00 

Sweepstakes  in  Specimen  Plants  $50.00 

Best  Other  Gesneriad  $25.00 

Best  Standard  Collection  $50.00 

2nd  Best  Standard  Collection  $25.00 

Best  Mini/Semimini  Collection  $50.00 

2nd  Best  Mini/Semimini  Collection  $25.00 


Specimen  Plants 

&  Rosette 
&  Rosette 
&  Rosette 
&  Rosette 
&  Rosette 
&  Gold  Rosette 
&  Purple  Rosette 
&  Gold  Rosette 
&  Purple  Rosette 


Society  Awards  -  Commercial  Display  Irbies  and  Specimen  Plants 
Best  New  Cultivar  $75.00,  Blue  Rosette  and  Plaque 

2nd  Best  New  Cultivar  $50.00  &  Red  Rosette 

3rd  Best  New  Cultivar  $25.00  &  White  Rosette 


Specified  Awards  -  Design  Division 

Sweepstakes  in  Design  $50.00  Metropolitan  St.  Louis  AV  Council 


Specified  Awards  -  Commercial  Display  Tbbles 

Best  Display  Thble  $300.00 

2nd  Best  Display  Ihble  $200.00 

3rd  Best  Display  Thble  $  1 00 .00 


Missouri  Valley  AV  Council 
Missouri  Valley  AV  Council 
Missouri  Valley  AV  Council 


Specified  Awards  -  Commercial  Specimen  Division 

Best  Holtkamp  Collection  $300.00  &  Rosette 
2nd  Best  Holtkamp  Collection  $200.00  &  Rosette 
3rd  Best  Holtkamp  Collection  $100.00  &  Rosette 
Best  Standard  Gr.  Pol.  Edged  $25.00  &  Rosette 


Holtkamp  Greenhouses 
Holtkamp  Greenhouses 
Holtkamp  Greenhouses 
Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses 


Tlnari  Greenhouses  Membership  Award 

A  special  award  of  $50.00,  donated  by  Unari 
Greenhouses,  will  be  presented  at  the  2000  Omaha 
Convention  to  the  individual,  club  or  affiliate  obtaining  the 
most  new  members  during  1999.  To  be  eligible  for  the 
award,  send  a  complete  list  of  names  and  addresses  of  the 
new  members  to  Linda  L.  Golubski,  AVSA  Awards 
Chairman,  1416  N.W.  A  Street,  Blue  Springs,  MO  64015, 
by  lanuary  31,  2000. 

Exhibitor  Lottery  Donated  By 
Missouri  Valley  African  Violet  Council 

Each  exhibitor,  whether  in  horticulture  or  design,  will 
be  eligible  for  one  of  four  $50.00  awards.  You  may  be 
entered  a  second  time  by  entering  ten  or  more  exhibits. 
Prizes  will  be  awarded  at  the  Friday  Night  Opening 
Banquet. 
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Specified  Awards  -  Amateur  Division 


Best  Holtkamp  Collection 

$300.00  Rosette  &  Coin 

Holtkamp  Greenhouses 

2nd  Best  Holtkamp  Collection 

$200.00  &  Rosette 

Holtkamp  Greenhouses 

3rd  Best  Holtkamp  Collection 

$100.00  &  Rosette 

Holtkamp  Greenhouses 

Best  African  Violet  in  Show 

Silver 

Memorial  Award  for  Fannie  &  Elmer  Hall  donated  by  Ovella  Hall 

Best  Standard 

$25.00  &  Planter 

Memorial  Award  for  Fannie  &  Elmer  Hall  donated  by  Ovella  Hall 

Best  Semiminiature 

$25.00 

Mid  America  AV  Society 

Best  Miniature 

$25.00 

St.  Louis  Judges  Council 

Best  TVailer 

$25.00  &  Planter 

Memorial  Award  for  Fannie  &  Elmer  Hall  donated  by  Ovella  Hall 

Best  Standard  Gr.  Fol.  Edged 

$25.00  &  Rosette 

Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses 

Best  Semimini  Gr.  Fol.  Edged 

$25.00  &  Rosette 

Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses 

Best  Species 

$50.00 

Cape  Cod  Violetry 

Best  Species 

Rosette 

AV  Society  of  Western  New  York 

Best  Gesneriad 

$25.00  &  Planter 

Memorial  Award  for  Fannie  &  Elmer  Hall  donated  by  Ovella  Hall 

2nd  Best  Other  Gesneriad 

$25.00  Gift  Certificate 

Pat’s  Pets 

Most  Best  In  Class  for  Other  Gesneriads  Only 

Plaque 

Dale  Martens 

Best  Bustle  Leaf  or  Wasp  Blossom 

$50.00 

Belisle’s  Violet  House 

Best  Girl  Foliage 

$25.00 

David  Harris 

Best  Fantasy  Blossom 

$20.00  &  Rosette 

Baltimore  AV  Club 

Sweepstakes  in  Horticulture 

$50.00 

Metropolitan  St.  Louis  AV  Council 

Education  Thble 

$25.00 

Pat  Richards 

Specified  Awards  -  Amateur  Division 

Buckeye  Cranberry  Sparkle 

Gift  Certificate 

Pat’s  Patch 

Dean's  Lady  Bug 

$10.00 

Magic  Knight  AV  Society 

Everdina 

$15.00 

Hans  &  Everdina  Inpijn 

Mickey  Mouse 

$15.00 

Hans  &  Everdina  Inpijn 

Ness’  Crinkle  Blue 

$20.00 

Midland  Violets 

Ness’  Cranberry  Swirl 

$20.00 

Midland  Violets 

Ness’  Satin  Rose 

$20.00 

Midland  Violets 

Rob’s  Boogie  Woogie 

$25.00  &  Rosette 

Rob’s  Mini-O-Lets 

Rebel’s  Splatter  Kake 

$25.00 

North  Star  AV  Council  of  Minneapolis,  MN 

Other  Awards  -  Amateur  Division 

$25.00  donated  by 

$200.00  donated  by 

Heart  of  Jacksonville  AV  Society 

Maiy  Ann  Switzer 

Missouri  Valley  AV  Council 

Lakes  Area  Violet  Growers 

Ruth  Wheeler 

$125.00  donated  by 

$20.00  donated  by 

Members  of  Lincoln  AV  Society 

AV  Society  of  San  Francisco 

Thousand  Oaks  AV  Society 

$100.00  donated  by 

Cedar  VaUey  AV  Club 

Dave  &  Jill  Jansen 

Jim  &  Linda  Golubski 

Joan  Halford 

Fred  Roth 

Mary  Walbrick 

Valley  AV  Society 

Lone  Star  AV  Council 

Wichita  AV  Study  Club 

$75.00  donated  by 

Bill  &  Paula  Foster 

$15.00  donated  by 

Carol  AUegretti 

Martha  Tlimer 

Union  County  Chapter  AV  Society 

$50.00  donated  by 

AV  Council  of  Florida 
Unpredictable  AV  Society 

Omaha  AV  Society  in  Memory  ^Marlene  Quin 
Upper  Pinellas  AV  Society 

$10.00  donated  by 

AV  Club  of  Greater  Kansas  City 

AV  Society  of  Lower  Bucks  County 

Ronald  and  Janice  Davidson 

First  AV  Society  of  Wichita  Falls 

$30.00  donated  by 

AV  Society  of  Rochester 

The  Montgomery  AV  Society 

AV  Society  of  Minnesota 

Amethyst  AV  Society 

The  Pied  Pipers 

$25.00  donated  by 

Carolyn  Bun- 

Verbeau  AV  Club 

Aca’s  Violet  llee 

Lakeshore  AV  Society  of  Toronto 

Other 

AV  Society  of  Philadelphia 

Lynn  Lombard 

Tote  Bag  donated  by  The  Violet  House 

AV  Study  Club  of  Houston 
Albuquerque  AV  Club 

Alpha  AV  Society 

Mid  Polk  AV  Society 

North  California  Council  of  AV  Societies 

North  Star  AV  Council  of  Minneapolis,  MN 

Other  Awards  -  Design  Division 
$25.00  donated  by  Noithstar  AV  Council 

Ruth  Bann 

North  Texas  AV  Judges  Council 

$10.00  donated  by 

Central  Texas  Judges  Council 

Ohio  State  AV  Society 

Amethyst  AV  Club 

Carolyn  Burr 

Delaware  AV  Society 

Jim  &  Linda  Owens 

Judith  Carter 

Ema  Holt 

Delta  Gesneriad  and  AV  Society 

Quad  City  AV  Society 

Other  Awards  -  Commercial  Division 

The  First  AV  Society  of  Dallas 

Josephine  Schindler 

$25.00  donated  by 

The  First  AV  Society  of  Denton 

Spring  Branch  AV  Club 

New  York  State  AV  Society.  Inc. 

First  Nighter  AV  Society 

Springfield  AV  Society 

North  Star  AV  Council  of  Minneapolis,  MN 
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Bev  Promersberger 

Affiliate  Committee 

17415  Charter  Pines  Drive 
Monument,  CO  80132  clubs@avsa.org 


CAN  I  TALK  TO  A  REAL  PERSON,  PLEASE? 

We  have  been  sharing  ideas  on  creative  ways  to  attract 
new  members.  I  hope  your  affiliate  has  used  some  of  those 
ideas,  has  tried  some  additional  ones  and  with  a  larger  mem¬ 
bership  is  ready  to  move  on.  If  any  of  you  have  tried  addi¬ 
tional  ideas,  I  welcome  your  sharing  them  with  us.  We  all 
grow  stronger  when  we  grow  together.  We  are  going  to  begin 
the  New  Year  by  sharing  ways  to  keep  your  members  active, 
to  maintain  interest  and  attendance. 

Let’s  begin  by  making  sure  that  we  meet  the  needs  of  all 
those  new  members.  Don’t  put  them  on  hold.  Don’t  make  feel 
like  they  are  on  a  phone  tree  waiting  to  push  the  right  button 
to  meet  their  needs.  Phone  trees  are  impersonal.  Make  sure 
that  you  are  the  real  person  that  each  visitor  or  new  member 
is  looking  for.  Keep  in  mind,  as  an  affiliate,  why  your  new 
growers  joined.  Most  of  them  joined  because  they  want  to 
learn  how  to  grow  African  violets.  Maybe  they  are  having 
problems.  Maybe  they  saw  some  of  the  show  plants  exhibit¬ 
ed  by  your  members  in  a  recent  show  or  exhibit  and  they 
want  to  learn  to  grow  them  as  well.  Maybe  they  bought 
plants  at  a  club  sale  and  they  want  to  find  out  what  to  do 
with  them.  Maybe  they  inherited  plants  from  a  family  mem¬ 
ber  or  friend  and  don’t  want  to  kill  them.  Maybe  they  found 
you  on  the  Internet  or  through  a  friend  and  they  want  to  find 
out  what  you  do.  It  doesn’t  matter.  It  usually  is  the  same 
thing;  they  want  to  learn.  Most  of  them  do  not  know  any 
members  when  they  first  join  so  they  didn’t  attend  for  friend¬ 
ship  or  fellowship.  The  friendships  and  commitment  will 
develop  with  time  as  they  eagerly  begin  to  learn. 

I  want  to  share  some  thoughts  to  keep  in  mind  as  your  club 
and  executive  board  focus  on  maintaining  club  membership. 


•  Make  a  special  effort  to  reach  out  to  your  visitors  and 
new  members. 

The  hospitality  chairman  may  be  the  member  who 
seeks  out  the  first  time  and  returning  visitors  for  introduc¬ 
tion,  but  the  friendliness  of  the  club  is  determined  by  the 
entire  membership.  The  desire  to  return  can  depend  on 
whether  the  visitor  or  new  member  feels  welcome. 
Whether  you  personally  care  is  not  important.  You  are  a 
member  of  the  club,  you  represent  the  club  and  you  do  it 
for  the  club. 

•  Get  to  know  your  visitors,  your  new  members.  Don’t 
just  introduce  yourself  and  move  on  to  someone  you  know 
better.  Find  out  how  they  came  to  know  about  the  club, 
why  they  came  and  most  importantly,  what  their  needs  and 
interests  are. 

•  Share  with  your  visitors,  your  new  members.  Share 
leaves,  cuttings,  starter  plants.  We  all  have  too  many.  1  was 
the  speaker  at  a  local  club  other  than  my  own.  The  subject 
was  propagation.  During  my  presentation  I  propagated  leaves 
for  the  visitors.  Some  of  the  membership  shared  with  me,  at 
a  later  date,  that  one  of  the  visitors  returned  because  she  had 
to  find  out  what  to  do  with  her  leaf  that  had  since  rooted  and 
wouldn’t  come  loose  from  the  rooting  mix.  If  you  are  sepa¬ 
rating  babies  from  the  mother  leaf,  share  some  of  the  newly 
transplanted  babies  with  your  visitors,  new  members. 

•  Encourage  new  members  but  don’t  push  them  faster 
than  they  are  eager  to  commit  themselves.  Yes,  help  them  to 
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become  a  part,  to  get  involved.  But  don’t  keep  asking  them 
to  do  more  than  they  volunteer  or  are  eager  to  do.  It’s  easy 
to  find  a  new  member  and  keep  asking  and  asking  because 
they  demonstrate  their  talents  and  accept  doing  anything 
they  are  asked.  It  is  also  a  sure  way  to  get  them  “burned  out” 
and  lose  them  before  they  find  out  the  benefits  of  growing 
better  plants  and  establishing  strong  friendships. 

•  A  phone  call  is  more  personal  than  a  newsletter  or  a 
postcard.  Consider  a  follow-up  phone  call  by  your  hospitality 
committee,  especially  if  the  visitor  does  not  return  to  the  next 


meeting.  We  had  a  visitor  attend  one  of  our  meetings  who 
didn’t  return.  After  a  few  meetings,  one  of  our  members  made 
a  personal  call  to  let  her  know  we  missed  her.  She  was  so 
thrilled  to  know  that  she  was  missed  that  she  sent  her  dues 
in  and  returned  to  the  next  meeting.  Yes,  we  have  been 
seeing  her  regularly. 

In  today’s  world  of  technology,  we  can’t  forget  the  per¬ 
sonal  touch.  It  is  important  to  take  that  extra  step  to  reach  out 
to  help  the  new  visitors  or  new  members  and  let  them  know 
we  want  them  to  be  a  part  of  our  growing  family. 


AVSA  Building  and  Maintenance  Fund 

Helen  Blanton  •  622  Riverside  Drive  •  St.  Charles,  MO  63304 
Donations  received  from  AUGUST  1,  1999  -  SEPTEMBER  30,  1999 


Luwan  Murphy,  Hortonville,  WI . $  2.00 

TYudy  McNeil,  Branford,  CT . 2.00 

Sandy  Shaughnessy,  Wilmore,  KY . 10.00 

William  Sugg,  Garland,  TX . . . 10.00 

Jack  Dumas,  Point  Lookout,  NY . 2.00 

African  Violet  Club  Of  Greater  Kansas  City,  Kansas  City,  MO . 10.00 

San  Marcos  African  Violet  Club,  San  Marcos,  TX . 25.00 

Peggy  Casarellia,  Southington,  CT . 2.00 

Howard  Terry,  Hagarville,  AR . 10.00 

Roger  Gorrell,  Fredericktown,  OH . 22.00 

The  Unpredictable's  African  Violet  Society,  Grain  Valley,  MO . 10.00 

Sue  Postle,  Lewis  Center,  OH . 5.00 

Eloise  Thompson,  Bowling  Green,  KY . 2.00 

Mildred  Padon,  Kevil,  KY  . . 5.00 

Shirley  McKenna,  Redwood  City,  CA . 5.00 

Wilma  Wolverton,  Grain  Valley,  MO . 2.00 

Joanne  Baker-Pruner,  Pasadena,  MD . 10.00 

Ibiwan  African  Violet  Club,  Ihiwan . 7.00 

Northern  Illinois  Gesneriad  Society,  Des  Plaines,  IL . 2.00 

Thmie  Tachikawa,  Tokyo,  Japan . 4.50 


Barbara  SmaUisek,  Cranbury,  NJ . $5.00 

Martha  George,  Oklahoma  City,  OK . 10.00 

Thelma  Heinrich,  Cave  Creek,  AZ . 5.00 

Patricia  Paiett,  Lee's  Summit,  MO . 1.00 

J.D.  Vondenstein,  Gueydan,  LA . 1.00 

Annie  Belle  Perry,  Trenton,  NJ . 10.00 

Janet  Whitfield,  Upper  Marlboro,  MD . 1 .00 

Nancy  Corse,  Media,  PA . 10.00 

Toward  new  copier 

Danville  African  Violet  Society,  Danville,  VA . 3.00 

Barrington  Bloomers  African  Violet  Society,  Barrington,  IL . 25.00 

In  memory  of  Judy  Reinwald 

North  Star  African  Violet  Council,  Bloomington,  MN . 15.00 

Louisiana  Council  of  A.V.  Judges  and  Growers,  Metairie,  LA . 100.00 

In  memory  ofL  T  Ozio 

Central  Texas  Judges  Council,  Houston,  TX  . 100.00 

In  memory  ofL  T.  Ozio 

Ray  and  Hortense  Pittman,  Celina,  TX  . 20.00 

In  memory  of  Meredith  Hall's father 

TOTAL . $453.50 


Boyce  Edens  Research  Fund 

Marlene  Buck 

17235  N.  106th  Avenue  •  Sun  City,  AZ  85373-1958 

Donations  received  from  August  1,  1999  -  September  30,  1999 


AVS  of  South  Bay,  Belmont,  CA . $15.00 

In  lieu  of  judges  expenses  to  Sue  Arakak 

Windsor  AVS,  Hartford,  CT . 50.00 

In  memory  of  Lyndon  Lyon 

Heidi  Bonneau,  San  Jose,  CA . 50.00 

Ann  D.  Gramstorff,  Spring  Hill,  FL . 5,00 

Kathleen  Spracklen,  Eugene,  OR . 10.00 

Late  Bloomers  AVC,  Monroe,  WI . 15.00 

AVS  of  Minnesota . . . 15.00 

In  memory  of  Monroe  Tfapp 

Luwan  Murphy,  Hortonville,  WI . 2.00 

Sherin  Boyd.  Saint  John,  Canada .  10.00 

Sandy  Shaughnessy,  Wilmore,  KY . 2.00 

Anita  Brazil,  Fields  Landing,  CA . 2.00 

William  Su^,  Garland,  TX . 10.00 

Angela  Newell,  Thmpa,  FL .  10.00 

Mary  Jane  Crossan,  Horsham,  PA  . . 10.00 

Sue  Postle,  Lewis  Center,  OH . 5.00 

Unpredictables  AVS,  Grain  Valley,  MO . 10.00 

Karyn  Cichocki,  Lafayette,  NJ . 10.00 

Kathy  Kaylskie,  Fargo,  ND  .  . . . . 10.00 

Shirley  McKenna,  Redwood  City,  CA . 5.00 


Mildred  Padon.  Kevil,  KY . $5.00 

Eloise  Thompson,  Bowling  Green,  KY . 3.00 

Donna  Williams,  Olympia,  WA . 10.00 

Danville  AVS,  Danville,  VA . 3.00 

AVS  of  Hawaii,  Honolulu,  HI . 25.00 

Livingston  County  AVS,  Geneseo,  NY . 15.00 

In  memory  of  Helen  Owens 

First  Goldsboro  AVS,  Goldsboro,  NC . 25.00 

Montrose  AVS,  Montrose,  CA . 10,00 

In  memory  of  Hilda  Douglas 

Susan  C.  Storey,  San  Marcos,  TX . 10.00 

In  memory  of  Paula  Barton,  a  long  time  member  of  First  Austin  AVS 

Marge  Jasinski,  Cheektowaga,  NY . 2.00 

Joanne  Baker-Pruner,  Pasadena,  MD . 10.00 

Joel  Scott  Bershof,  Aurora,  CO . 10,00 

Barbara  L.  Smatusek,  Cranbury,  NJ . 5.00 

AVC  of  Morris  County',  Randolph,  NJ . 10.00 

Evelyn  E.  Stein,  Tfacy,  CA . 10.00 

Patricia  Pruett,  Lee  Summit,  MO . 1.00 

J.  D.  Vondenstein,  Gueydan,  LA . 1.00 

Annie  Belle  Perry,  TYenton,  NJ . 10.00 

Janet  B.  Whitfield,  Upper  Marlboro,  MD . 1.00 
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Mary  Corondan 

7205  Dillon  Court 
Plano,  TX  75024 


AV  COUNCIL  OF  FLORIDA  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Big  Charlie,  Ann,  Grandmother’s  Halo; 
2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Gizmo,  Optimara 
Little  Aztec,  Rob’s  Calypso  Beat;  Best  Miniature:  Rob’s  Club 
Soda;  Best  Trailer:  Cirelda;  Best  Gesneriad:  Sinningia  pusil- 
la-,  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Phyllis  King.  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Definitely  Darryl,  Ness’  Crinkle  Blue, 
Rob’s  Antique  Rose,  Jean  Marie  Ross.  Best  in  Show/Best 
Semiminiature:  Definitely  Darryl,  Christel  Collier.  Best 
Species:  Saintpaulia  intermedia,  Janis  Mink.  Best  Design; 
Design  Sweepstakes,  Mary  Lou  Harden. 

CARLSBAD  AVS,  CA  -  Winners;  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Pink  Fizz,  Rob’s  Fuddy  Duddy, 
California  Sunset;  Best  in  Show/Best  Semiminiature: 
California  Sunset;  Best  Standard:  Optimara  Keepsake; 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Audrey  Hanthorn.  Best 
Miniature:  Tom  Thumb,  Barbara  Conrad.  Best  Species: 
Saintpaulia  tongwensis,  Design  Sweepstakes,  Mary 
Forbess.  Best  Gesneriad:  Sinningia  ‘Snowflake’,  Faye 
Shirley.  Best  Design,  June  Strong. 

CEDAR  VALLEY  AV  COUNCIL,  lA  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Silent  Prayer,  Tiger,  Ness’  Viking 
Maiden,  Nancy  Price.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Saintpaulia  confusa,  Saintpaulia  orbicularis  var.  purpurea, 
Saintpaulia  pendula-,  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s 
Wooloomooloo,  Rob’s  Boolaroo,  Rob’s  Lilli  Pilli;  Best 
Species:  Saintpaulia  confusa,  Barbara  Pershing.  Best  in 
Show/Best  Standard:  Optimara  Leonardo  Davinci;  Best 
Semiminiature:  Lyon’s  June  Bug;  Best  Miniature:  Petite 
Blanche;  Best  Trailer:  Teeny  Bopper;  Best  Gesneriad: 
Streptocarpus  ‘Sugar  Blues’,  Catherine  Thompson.  Best 
Design,  Jan  lyler-Blanchard. 


GATEWAY  AVC,  MO  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Smooch  Me,  Aca’s  Coral  Beauty,  Alliance;  Best 
AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Aca’s  Georgene,  Orchard’s 
Purple  Haze,  Joy’s  Pink  Halo;  Best  in  Show/Best  Miniature: 
Orchard’s  Bumble  Magnet;  Best  Standard:  Alliance;  Best  ; 
Semiminiature:  Baby  Darryl,  Ardath  Miller.  2nd  Best  AVSA  ' 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Winnergreen,  Rob’s  Mad  Cat,  Irish  ' 
Flirt;  Best  Gesneriad:  Episcia  ‘Brown  Beauty’;  Best  Design; 
Design  Sweepstakes,  Fran  Russom.  Best  Trailer:  Sundown  , 
Trail,  Marcia  Jacobs.  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  orbicularis 
var.  purpurea-.  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Pat  Dunlap. 

NORTH  CENTRAL  ARKANSAS  AVS,  AR  -  Winners:  : 
Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  White  Pride,  Top  Dollar, 
Richter’s  Charm  Song;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  | 
Ness’  Satin  Rose,  Rob’s  Fiddle  Faddle,  Irish  Flirt;  Best  ' 
Semiminiature:  Ness’  Satin  Rose;  Best  Miniature:  Ness’  ; 
Angel  Babe;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Alice  Brown.  Best  ’ 
in  Show/Best  Standard:  Royal  Rage,  Barbara  Dye.  Best 
Trailer:  Deer  Trail,  Linda  Harkenreader.  Best  Gesneriad: 
Aeschynanthus  hosseusii-.  Design  Sweepstakes,  Martha 
Walker.  Best  Design,  Danny  Tidwell. 

VOLUNTEER  STATE  AV  COUNCIL,  TN  -  Winners: 

Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Frosty  Spring,  Makin’  j 
Romance,  Powder  Keg;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  interme-  \ 
dia-,  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Geneva  Stagg.  Best  AVSA  | 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Boogie  Woogie,  Rob’s 
Hallucination,  Snuggles  Rising  Star;  Best  in  Show/Best  ■ 
Standard:  Harbor  Blue;  Best  Semiminiature:  Hondo  Honey, 
Brenda  Brasfield.  Best  Miniature:  Planet  Kid;  Best  Trailer:  i 
Foster  Trail;  Best  Gesneriad:  Columnea  ‘Early  Bird’,  ' 
Katherine  Steele.  Best  Design:  Peggy  Adamson;  Design  i 
Sweepstakes,  Danny  Tidwell.  ' 
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Variegation  in  African  violets  is  controlled  by  tempera¬ 
ture.  Too  much  heat  means  little  variegation  while  too  much 
cold  gives  highly  variegated  leaves,  often  with  little  green 

■  pigmentation.  Most  books  give  70°F  as  the  ideal  temperature. 
This  means  that  you  will  need  to  grow  your  variegates  in  as 
cool  a  position  as  possible  during  summer  to  maintain  varie¬ 
gation.  This  is  often  on  the  bottom  shelf  if  you  grow  under 

^  lights.  During  winter,  plants  that  show  too  much  variegation 

*  can  be  placed  on  the  top  shelf,  above  the  ballast  of  the  lights 

■  or  in  another  warm  position. 

Leaves  put  down  for  propagation  during  winter  will  fre¬ 
quently  produce  babies  that  are  all  white.  These  must  be 
allowed  to  develop  green  coloring  before  separating  them  or 
they  will  not  survive.  Therefore  it  is  preferable  to  propagate 
variegated  cultivars  during  the  warmer  months  of  the  year. 

Some  variegated  plants  are  sensitive  to  light  because  of 
the  limited  chlorophyll  in  the  leaf.  As  the  plant  can  only  make 
food  in  the  green  areas  of  the  leaf,  the  plant  may  need  to  be 
placed  in  the  center  of  the  shelf  to  ensure  it  receives  sufficient 
light.  Some  variegates  may  need  stronger  light  than  plain 
foliaged  plants  when  grown  in  natural  light,  too. 

Fertilizer  also  has  an  effect  on  variegated  plants.  During 
hot  weather  there  is  increased  nitrogen  released  from  the  soil 
in  addition  to  what  the  plant  takes  up  from  fertilizer.  Nitrogen 
boosts  growth  and  gives  green  color  to  leaves.  To  maintain 
beautiful  variegation  in  summer  use  a  fertilizer  low  in  nitro¬ 


gen  and  higher 
in  phosphorous. 

In  winter  some  var¬ 
iegates  will  need  the  high 
nitrogen  fertilizer  to  prevent  the  leaves  from  becoming  too 
variegated.  Once  leaves  are  produced  they  will  not  change 
color.  Changes  because  of  temperature  or  fertilizer  will  be 
noticed  in  the  new  growth  of  the  plant. 

Plants  with  crown  variegation  are  veiy  sensitive  to  heat 
and  fertilizer  and  will  show  distinct  bands  of  green  summer 
growth  and  more  yellow  in  winter.  Some  of  the  Tommie  Lou 
types  are  relatively  resistant  and  keep  their  variegation  quite 
well.  Mosaic  variegation  is  generally  not  effected  by  these 
changes  and  shows  similar  amounts  of  variegation  through¬ 
out  the  year. 

A  little  extra  care  is  needed  when  repotting  variegates  as 
they  seem  to  be  more  likely  to  show  shock  marks  on  their 
leaves  than  plain  green  varieties.  Be  sure  to  water  with 
lukewarm  water.  Plants  are  more  likely  to  show  marks  when 
they  have  had  severe  root  disturbance  or  if  they  are  potted  in 
extremes  of  temperatures.  Leaves  that  are  marked  will  not 
recover  and  need  to  be  grown  out.  Repot  variegated  plants 
regularly  as  steady  growth  helps  to  maintain  the  leaf  coloring. 


From  the  “African  Violet  News”,  Official  Journal  oj  the 
African  Violet  -  Gesneriad  Society  oJ NSW,  Inc.  -  Australia 


On  Baby  Plants . 

by  Kim  Gray  •  Milford,  MA 


Do  you  find  that  you  have  too  many  baby  plants?  Do 
you  find  that  many  of  the  smaller  plantlets  just  don’t  grow  at 
the  same  pace  as  the  larger  ones? 

More  frustrating  is  the  number  of  tiny  baby  plants  that 
you  can  build  up  and  feel  obligated  to  keep. 

Although  fellow  growers  had  warned  me  about  this,  I 
didn’t  really  take  it  to  heart  until  I  made  my  own  observation. 

I  keep  my  babies  in  Solo  bathroom  cups.  They  are  small 
and  are  available  in  a  variety  of  colors.  Quite  unintentionally 
these  colors  became  sort  of  a  date  code  for  my  crop.  Last 
spring  I  was  using  blue  cups.  This  year  1  have  been  using 


white  cups.  I  have  observed  that  I  still  have  standard  babies 
in  blue  cups  that  are  smaller  than  those  in  my  white  cups. 

I  have  realized  the  cold  hard  truth.  Some  of  those  darling 
tiny  plants  simply  won’t  keep  pace  with  their  brothers  and 
sisters.  When  space  is  limited,  the  wisest  thing  to  do  is  to  take 
the  largest  or  strongest  looking  babies  and  forego  the  rest. 

At  first  this  was  a  hard  thing  to  learn,  but  in  watching  my 
crop  in  the  white  cups,  it  is  smaller  in  number  but  growing 
rapidly  in  size. 

From  “Ye  Bay  Stater"  publication  of  the  Bay  State  AVS 
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CLASSIFIED  ADS 


LUCILLE’S  AFRICAN  VIOLETS 

Blooming  standards,  Starters 
2836  North  NC  58 
Nashville,  N.C.  27856 

Ph.  252-459-3772_ List  SI. 00_ No  shipping 

NEPTUNE’S  HARVEST  ORGANIC  FERTILIZERS 
Top  of  the  line. 

Commercial  proven.  Outperform  chemicals. 

Free  catalog  1  (800)  259-GROW  (4769) 


VIOLET  VENTURE 

Fay  Wagman  •  52  Harper  Drive 
Pittsford  NY  14534 
Leaves  only  -  List  $1.00 


“Rebel”,  Apaches,  Colonials 
plus 

New  “Buckeyes”  for  Spring  2000 

Buckeye  Dogwood  Spring  -  Large  pink  sticktite  stars  with  darker  eye  and  rays.  Ends 
of  petals  crimped  to  resemble  pink  dogwood  on  beautiful  serrated  variegated  foliage 
beautiful.  Large. 

Buckeye  Eyestopper  -  Many  lavender  -  pink  pansies  covered  with  an  abundance 
of  purple  and  raspberry  fantasy  and  raspberry  edge.  Dark  green,  pink  and  cream 
variegated  foliage.  Always  in  bloom  and  a  real  attention  getter.  Large. 

These  and  others  are  added  to  our  “Buckeyes”  from  previous  years. 

All  are  on  flat  growing  variegated  foliage  that  shapes  well. 

Our  new  spring  list  will  include  several  ‘Thumbprint”  blossoms  on  variegated 
foliage  and  will  be  available  about  Feb.  1 .  We  ship  fresh  cut  leaves  only. 
Spring  list  $2.00  cash  -  stamps  or  check  payable  to: 


P.  O.  Box  8085 


Pat  Hancock 
West  Chester,  OH  45069 


(513)  777-2524 


African  violets  know  no  borders,  so  why  not 
become  a  member  of  the 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  SOCIETY 
OF  CANADA 

and  receive  Chatter,  its  quarterly  publication? 

A  magazine  dedicated  to  the  growing  and  showing  of  African 
violets  and  Gesneriads.  USA/International  membership  $14.00. 

Please  make  your  cheque  or  bank  draft  payable  to  AVSC 
and  forward  to: 

Mrs.  Irene  Henry 
349  Hyman  Drive 

Dollard  des  Ormeau,  P.Q.  H9B  1L5 
Canada 


Cryptanthus 

the  Dazzling  Earth  Stars 

are  the  perfect  companion  plants  for  your 
African  violet  collection  requiring  the 
same  care.  Exquisite  colors,  leaf  shapes 
and  patterns  of  stripes,  bars  and  zig  zags 
year  ’round  in  eveiy  shade  of  the  rainbow. 
Send  first  class  stamp  for  cultural  information 
or  $3.00  for  a  sample  of  our  color  quarterly  journal. 

THE  CRYPTANTHUS  SOCIETY 

Carole  Fdchtmyer  -  Secretary 
18814  Cjrpress  Mountain  Drive 
Spring,  TX  77388 


Join 


THE  YEAR  2000! 

WHAT  WE  HAVE  NEW  FOR  YOU  THIS  VERY  SPECIAL  YEAR! 

HOOVER  -  TINY  DANCER  -  Single  to  semidouble  pink  with  darker  eye  and  fringed  white  edge.  Perfect  TL  variegated  dark 
green  foliage.  Miniature. 

BROWNLIE  -  ACA’S  PURPLE  EXPLOSION  -  Large  single/semidouble  dark  blue  ruffled  stars  with  purple  overlay. 

Large  dark  green  quilted  red  backed  foliage. 

WILLIAMS  -  SUNCOAST  RUFFLED  DELIGHT  -  Very  large  full  double  ruffled  bright  pink  with  a  green  edge. 

Dark  green  ruffled  large  foliage. 

CROTEAU  -  ROBERT  MAYER  -  Very  large  (nearing  3")  semidouble  pink  stars  with  a  good  strawberry  edge. 

Large,  dark  green  serrated,  pointed  red  backed  foliage. 

NESS  -  ANTIQUE  RED  -  Beautiful  deep  red  double  blossom  over  large  dark  green  serrated,  pointed  red  backed  foliage. 
STORK  ■  EMERGENCY  -  Vibrant  red  single  to  semidouble  pansies  trimmed  with  fluted  white  edges 
Wavy  deep  green  large  foliage. 

Spaces  does  not  allow  us  to  name  all  the  beautiful  plants  we  have  from  these  and  other  hybridizers. 

Our  catalog  is  available  to  you  for  $1 .00  with  ail  the  varieties  we  have  and  their  descriptions. 

Plants  of  the  customer's  choice  $4.00  each.  Minimum  of  6  plants  per  order.  Shipping  up  to  6  plants  $7.00,  40  cents  for  each  plant  over  6. 


LEAVES:  SHIRLEY’S  CHOICE  -  24  Leaves  $24.00  plus  $6.00  shipping.  50  leaves  $44.00  plus  $6.00  shipping. 

Over  50  leaves  add  10  cents  per  leaf  to  the  shipping.  We  will  begin  shipping  March  1  in  states  where  it  is  warm  enough  to  ship. 

Other  states  when  weather  permits. 


Make  checks  payable  to 

Shirley  Sanders 

1034  Rayburn  Dr.  •  San  Antonio,  TX  78221 

Telephone  number  210-923-1093 
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5ave  tlie  Saintpaulia 

WilltL  Wild  African  Violet  S  urvive? 

A  7" Saintpaulia  species  are  found  only  in  a  very  limit- 
▼  T  ed  liatitat  in  a  kandful  of  mountain  and  coastal  rain¬ 
forests  known  ky  scientists  as  tlie  Eastern  Arc.  -Mucli  of  tlie 
Arc  rainforests  kave  keen  destroyed  ty  man. 

The  Arc  Project  of  the  Tanzania  Wildlife  Fund 
is  preserving  and  regenerating  the  Saintpaulia  kahitat. 

You  can  play  a  critical  role. 

Friend  (Rajili)  of  Saintpaulia  -  $io 
Patron  (MJiifadi)  of  Saintpaulia  -  SaS 
Guardian  (Mlezi)  of  Saintpaulia  -  $5o  or  more 

Donations  are  Tax  DeductiMe  made  to: 

Tanzania  IVildlife  Fund  "  djS  Fladison  Ave.,  Suite  2001 
New  York,  NY  10022 


Country  Violets  Greenhouse 
2010  Enon  Rd. 

Webb,  AL  36376 


Quality  plants  and  leaves  from  many  great  hybridizers. 
Send  for  our  catalog  of  more  than  250  varieties. 
VISA/MC  accepted  -  Catalogs  $3.00 

e-mail:  royh@graceba.net  check  us  out  on  the  web 

Phone:  334-899-7142  www.graceba.net/~royh 


m  CERAMIC  AFRICAN  VIOLET  POTS« 

-V  Largest  Variety  of  SELF-WATERING  POTS 

33  uniquely  different  pots,  including: 

ANGELS,  SQUARE  SILL  SITTERS,  ROUND  HANGING  POTS, 
TEA  POTS,  FLUTED,  VICTORIAN  AND  MORE. 

Must  see  COLOR  PHOTO  to  appreciate 
Artfully  Handpainted  (No  Decals). 

AFFORDABLY  PRICED.  All  made  in  our  Studio. 


Call  or  Write  for  FREE  Catalog. 


Herbal  Gardens  Ceramics 
Montara,  CA  94037 


P.  O.  Box  38 
(650)  728-7683 


Our  Customers  say  it  best. . . 

Dear  Dyna-Gro, 

I  am  writing  this  letter  to  tell  you  how  much  I  like  your 
fertilizer.  ...Soeja  Johnson  in  Omaha, Arkansas,  sold  me 
some  Dyna-Gro  Liquid  Grow  and  Liquid  Bloom  for  my 
violets. 

I  watered  the  show  plants  with  the  Bloom  and  the  baby 
plants  with  the  Grow.  In  two  weeks  the  baby  plants  had 
doubled  in  size  and  had  a  pretty  green  color. 

I  entered  31  plants  in  the  show. Those  plants  received  10 
best  in  class,  the  Sweepstakes  award,  the  Best  Collection 
award,  30  blue  ribbons  and  1  red  ribbon.  That  plant  was 
a  trailer  and  didn’t  have  three  crowns. 

Sincerely, 

Bonnie  Bailey 
Springfield,  Missouri 

Nutrition  Solutions® 

For  information  or  to  order  call  Dyna-Gro 
(800)  DYNA-GRO  or  FAX  (510)  233-^01 98 

1 065  Broadway  *  San  Pablo,  CA  94806 


AV  WORLD’S 
BEST  SELLER 

Thanks  to  “G-T-S”  I  Just  won  my  first  Best  in  Show  award! 
I  tell  everyone,  “If  you  don’t  have  this  book,  you  aren’t 
growing  violets  to  their  full  potential."  Mrs.  M.  L.  Horne 
(Includes  unique  chapter  on  “Miniaturing  the  Miniatures”) 


A  step-by- 
step  guide 

Illustrated  -  112  pages 
872  X  11  paperback 


USA/Canada  -j  fVE 
$1.50  p&h  +  l&.yo 
Calif,  add  6%  sales  tax 

overseas  postage:  $7.50 
air  mail,  or  $2.50  surface 

i  D.  M.  Prestia 

1404  N.Tustin  J-4 
Santa  Ana,  CA  92705 


SAVE  *2.05 
PER  BOOK! 


10%  discount  for  10  or  more  (save  $1.30  each)  USA/ CAN  p&h  75«t 
each  (save  75<1  each)  total  $2.05!  Overseas  p&h  $1.20  each  surface. 
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NEW  LOWER  PRICES! 


CALL  TOLL  FREE  1-800-377-8466 


PLASTIC  FLOWER  POTS 

Colors:  White  (Wh),  Green  (Gr),  Terra  Cotta  CTQ,  Black  (BI) 
Types:  Round  Standard  (RS)  -  Height  and  top  about  equal 
Round  Tub  (RT)  -  Height  about  3/4  width  of  top 
Pan  Pot  (PP)  -  Height  about  1/2  width  of  top 


Square  (SQ)  -  Volume  equal  to  round  standard  (Some  avail,  in  Black) 
Note:  Nice  rolled  rim  on  4"  fluted  pots 


Size 

Color 

Type 

10. 

20 

20 

100 

500 

2" 

Wh/Gr 

RS 

$1.00 

$1.75 

$3.60 

$6.60 

$31.00 

2  1/8" 

Wh/TC 

RT 

1.05 

1.80 

3.70 

6.90 

32.00 

2  1/4" 

Wh/Gr 

RS/SQ 

1.05 

1.85 

3.80 

7.10 

33.00 

2  1/2" 

Wh/Gr 

RS/SQ 

1220 

2J0 

4.80 

8.80 

41.00 

3" 

Wh/Gr 

RT/RS/SQ 

IJO 

2J0 

520 

9.60 

45.00 

3  1/2" 

Wh/Gr 

RT/SQ 

1.50 

3.15 

6.60 

12.20 

57.00 

4" 

Wh/Gr 

RT/RS/SQ 

1.95 

3.50 

730 

13.40 

63.00 

4  1/2" 

Wh/Gr 

RT/RS/SQ 

2J0 

4.05 

8.40 

15.60 

73.00 

5" 

Wh/Gr 

RT/RSiTP 

2.90 

5.80 

12.10 

22.40 

105.00 

6" 

Wh/Gr 

RT/RS/PP 

3.75 

7.40 

15.50 

28.50 

134.00 

6  1/2" 

Wh/Gr 

RT/PP 

4.50 

8.85 

18.50 

34.10 

160.00 

8" 

Wh/Gr 

RT/RS/PP 

730 

13.25 

27.70 

51.10 

240.00 

10" 

Wh/Gr 

RT/RS/PP 

10.00 

1820 

38.00 

7020 

330.00 

MICRO  MINI  POTS  -  Terra  Cotta  Color  - 

With  saucers 

TC 

3.00 

5.00 

12.00 

20.00 

80.00 

FLUTED  VIOLET  POTS  -  4" 

wide  X  3  1/2"  high 

4* 

Wh/Gr 

No  saucer 

2.50 

4.50 

9J0 

17.10 

80.00 

4" 

Wh/Gr 

With  saucer 

3.60 

6J0 

13.90 

25.60 

120.00 

PLASTIC  HANGING  BASKETS  -  With  saucers  and  hangers 

Size 

Color 

i 

1 

IQ 

4" 

Wh/Gr 

$1.00 

$4.00 

$6.00 

$12.50 

6" 

Wh/Gr 

1.10 

525 

10.00 

20.00 

8" 

Wh/Gr 

1.50 

7J5 

13J0 

29.75 

10" 

Wh/Gr 

2.10 

9.50 

18.15 

4235 

12" 

Wh/Gr 

3.00 

13.50 

25.00 

50.00 

DETACHED  SAUCERS  -  White  Only  CLEAR  SAUCERS 


Size 

Color 

10 

20 

SO 

100 

Size 

IQ 

4* 

Wh 

235 

4.50 

925 

17.00 

7" 

430 

5* 

Wh 

2.70 

4.75 

1025 

19.00 

8" 

5.10 

SNAP-ON  SAUCERS  FOR  PANS 

9" 

6.40 

5- 

Wh/Gr 

2.00 

3.75 

8.00 

15.00 

10" 

730 

6" 

Wh/Gr 

2.10 

4.00 

925 

19.00 

11" 

1025 

6.5" 

Wh/Gr 

2.75 

530 

12.00 

24.00 

12" 

11.75 

8* 

Wh/Gr 

3.10 

6.00 

1430 

29.00 

10* 

Wh/Gr 

6.00 

11.50 

26.00 

50.00 

PLASTIC  TRAYS 

Color 

1 

10 

#2Stoter22"Lxll  1/2"  W  x  2  1/2"  D No  holes 

Bl 

$1.75 

$15.00 

#3  natWrraholcs22"Lx  11  l/2"Wx2  1/4"D 

Bl 

$1.75 

$15.00 

WindowsUl  Plant  Tray  17  1/2"  L  x  4*  W  x  1"  D 

Clr 

$125 

$11.00 

WindowsUI  Plant  Tray  19  1/2"  L  x  6"  W  x  1.75*  D 

Clr 

$1.75 

$15.00 

MISCELLANEOUS 

CAPILLARY  MATTING  -  (Black  Vattex)  4  feet  wide  4  sq.  ft  $1.60 
PLANTLABELS  3"  100/S125,1000/$10.00  4'  100/$  1.75,1000/$  15. 00 


Call  1-800-377-8466  To  Order 


OYAMA  "TEXAS  STYLE"  PLANTERS®  -  The  Oyama  Planter  pro\  ides  an 
attractive  pot  for  Texas  style  culture  which  is  a  method  of  constant  watering  and 
feeding.  Features  a  nice  rolled  edge. 


Size 

Color 

1 

IQ 

20 

100 

1  1/2*  Wh 

$2.05 

$14.50 

$22.50 

$60.00 

2  1/2*  Wh/Gr 

2.70 

21.00 

33.75 

90.00 

4" 

Wh/Gr 

3.80 

25.00 

45.00 

125.00 

5" 

Wh/Gr 

4.7$ 

31.00 

50.00 

150.00 

6" 

Wh 

5.95 

41.00 

7625 

245.00 

MOIST-RITE  PLANTERS  -  Attractive  double  walled,  self-watering  planter. 


Size  Csilsir  1  fi  12  M 

5*  square  Wh/Gi/Bl  $4.50  $25.00  $38.00  $68.00 


WATER-RESERVOIRS  FOR  WICK  WATERING 

Wicks  not  supplied  -1/2  price  for  containers  or  lids  only  _ _ 

Size 

IQ 

20 

SO 

100 

8  oz. 

$4.00 

S9.00 

$20.00 

$35.00 

16  oz 

525 

9.50 

21.00 

36.00 

32  oz. 

7.50 

14.00 

30.00 

57.00  V,— 

Crystal  Clear  Reservoirs  -Very  attractive  alternative  to  traditional  reservoirs 

Size 

i 

IQ 

20 

To  Fit  Micro 

$120 

$5.00 

$920 

$2125  YTy\ 

To  Fit  2" 

225 

9.40 

1725 

39.80  1  1  1 

ToFit2.5-3.5" 

3.60 

15.00 

27.60 

63.00  1  j - 1  J 

To  Fit  3  1/2-4" 

3.75 

15.60 

28.75 

66.00  \/ y 

LEAF  SUPPORTS  -  By  J.F.  Industries 


Size 

i 

0 

IQ 

20 

5Q 

6"  fits  to  3“  pot 

$1.00 

$4.75 

$9.00 

$2025 

$3825 

9"  fits  to  5"  pot 

120 

5.75 

11.00 

24.75 

46.75 

12"  fits  to  5"  pot 

1.50 

735 

14.00 

31.50 

59.50 

15"  fits  to  8"  pot 

2.40 

11.00 

21.00 

4725 

8925 

18"  fits  to  8"  pot 

2.60 

11.55 

22.00 

49.50 

93.50 

POTTING  MATERIALS 

VIOLET  HOUSE  SOILLESS  MIX  -  Mix  of  peat,  perlite. 

1  gal. 

$2.00 

verraiculitc,  lime,  and  Peters  African  Violet  Special 

2  gal. 

$3.50 

FINE  SEEDING  MDC  -  Similar  to  SOILLESS  MIX  but 

Igal. 

$2.00 

contains  no  fertilizer  (close  to  Tiffy-7  pellets) 

2  gal. 

$3.50 

PERUTE  -  Aerates  soil  (course  or  fine) 

1  gal. 

$2.00 

VERMICULITE  -  Holds  moisture  (course  or  fine) 

1  gal. 

$2.00 

CANADIAN  PEAT  -  Milled 

2  gal. 

$3.00 

DOLOMITE  LIME  -  Sweetens  mbc 

21b. 

$1.75 

GRANNYS  BLOOMER  (0-6-5) 

2ozJ$I.75 

6oz7$325 

SCHULTZ  "INSTANr  UQUID  (10-15-10)  5.5  oz7S3.00  12  ozY$4.50 

SUPERTHRTVE  1  oz7$3.75 

2  ozj$4.75 

4  oz7$7.75 

PETERS  FERTILIZER 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  SPECIAL  (12-36-14) 

8  oz. 

S3.00 

VARIEGATED  SPECIAL  (5-50-17) 

8  oz. 

$3.00 

PEAT-LTTE  SPECIAL  (15-16-17) 

8  oz. 

$3.00 

BLOSSOM  BOOSTER/ORCHID  (10-30-20) 

8  oz. 

$3.00 

HOUSE  PLANT  SPECIAL  (15-30-15) 

8  oz. 

$2.00 

GENERAL  PURPOSE  (20-20-20) 

8  oz. 

$2.00 

DYNA  GRO  FERTILIZER 

Dyna  Gro  -7-9-5 

1 1  oz. 

$625 

16  oz 

$8.50 

Dyna  Gro  3-12-6  Blossom  Booster 

1 1  oz. 

$6.25 

16  oz 

$9.75 

INSECTICIDES  /  FUNGICIDES 

SCHULTZ-INSTANT  INSECT  SPRAY 

24  oz. 

$7.75 

SYSTEMIC  HOUSEPLANT  -  Insecticide  granules 

5  oz. 

$5.00 

MALATHION  50 

8  oz. 

$4.50 

ROOTONE  F  -  Rooting  compound 

.4  ozi$2.00 

2  ozi$425 

CONCERN  INSEtmCIDAL  SOAP  -Ready  to  use 

12  oz. 

$4.75 

Concentrate 

24  oz. 

$10.50 

1600-X-CLLJDE 

16  oz. 

$8.50 

Please  send  orders  /  Catalog  requests  to: 
THE  VIOLET  HOUSE,  Dept.  AV 
P.O.  Box  393,  Evinston,  FL  32633 
(352)591-5373  •  (800)  377-8466 


•  We  accept  Checks,  VISA,  Master  Card,  Discover 

•  Please  add  an  additional  $5.00  for  COD  orders 

•  Orders  shipped  by  UPS.  We  will  ship  mywherc  m 
the  Contiguous  48  States  for  a  $5.50  shipping  and 
handling  fee.  Actual  costs  for  all  other  aieas. 

•  A  $.75  fee  will  be  charged  for  each  gal  of  soil  over  8. 

Call  1-800-377-8466  To  Order 
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BEAUTIFUL  AFRICAN  VIOLETS 
AND  OTHER  OESNERIADS  FROM 
GARY  &  PAT  DUNLAP 


Assortments 

Leaves,  Cuttings 
or  Rhizomes 

Starters 

10  Standard 

7.95 

21.95 

10  Miniature 

5.95 

17.95 

10  Semiminiature 

5.95 

17.95 

10  Trailers 

5.95 

17.95 

10  Mixed 

6.95 

19.95 

10  Mixed/all  new 

8.95 

24.95 

10  Species 

8.95 

24.95 

10  Streptocarpus 

8.95 

24.95 

10  Achimenes 

8.95 

24.95 

10  Aeschynanthus 

8.95 

24.95 

10  Columnea 

8.95 

24.95 

10  Nematanthus 

8.95 

24.95 

10  Mixed  other  Gesneriads 

8.95 

24.95 

Miracle  Mix  Potting  Soil  $2. 50/gal,  $10.00/5  gal 
Miracle  Mix  II  (High  water  retention)  $3.00/gal,  $12.00/5  gal 
Miracle  Mix  III  (Beneficial  bacteria)  $3.00/gal,  $12.00/5  gal 
Miracle  Mix  IV  (Both  additives)  $3. 50/gal,  $14.00/5  gal 
1-1-1  Mix  with  Charcoal  $2.50/gal,  $10.00/5  gal 

Sales  in  USA  only.  Minimum  order  $20.  No  credit  or  credit  card  orders. 
Packing  and  shipping  $6  plus  .25  per  plant  after  the  first  10  plants,  .10 
per  leaf  after  the  first  10  leaves.  We  ship  by  priority  mail  only.  Our 
choice  only  on  assortments.  Catalog  $1 .50.  Make  checks  payable  to: 
Dunlap  Enterprises,  4189  Jarvis  Rd.,  Hillsboro,  MO  63050.  Our 
catalog  is  also  at  our  home  page:  http://wvTO/.jcn1  .com/patspets  phone 
(636)  789-3604  e-mail:patspets@jcn1.com 


BELISLE'S 

Heirloom  Violets 

Quality  Gesneriads 

Unusual  Companion  Plants 

Mail  Order  Catalog  $2.00 

P.O.  Box  111 

4041  N.  Metnik  Rd. 

Radisson,  WI  54867  qibwa,  WI  54862 

Prairie  Violets 

aider  and  newer  varieties,  novetties,  etc. 
Celebrate  the  New  Millennium  with  us! 

Send  SI  .50  for  leaf  and  'specials’  listing  -  refundable  with  order 
Shipping  dates:  April  15th  thru  October  30th 

Prairie  Violets  •  P.O.Box  313  •  Maroa,  IL  61 756 


PHYSAN  20"* *  Controls 
African  Violet 
Pathogens. 

•  Controls  algae  on  mats,  wicks, 
reservoirs,  trays,  pots,  benches, 
and  work  surfaces. 

•  Controls  damping  oft  on 
seedlings  and  plants. 

« Controls  crown  rot,  powdery 
mildew,  botrytis. 

•  Controls  disease  spread  by 
disinfecting  tools. 


Let  those  pesky  visitors  know  they’re 
not  wanted.  Take  control  with 

PHYSAN  20. 


MARIL  PRODUCTS,  INC. 
320  West  6th  Street 
Tustin,  CA.  92780 
P.  714.544.7711 
800.546.7711 
F.  714.544.4830 
www.physan.com 


•  AFRICAN  VIOLETS  •  CONSTANT  FEED  ®  FERTILIZER 

•  RESERVOIR  WICK  POTS  •  RESERVOIR  WICK  SAUCERS 

•  POTTING  SOIL  •  MATTING  •  PLASTIC  POTS  •  PLASTIC  GRATING 

•  A.V.  SEED  •  PLASTIC  TRAYS  •  FLUORESCENT  LAMPS 

•  PLANT  STANDS  •  COLOR  CATALOG  $1 .00 


VOLKMANN  BROS.  GREENHOUSES 

2714MINERTST.  •  DALLAS,  TEXAS  75219-1 150 
AREA  CODE  (214)  526-3484 


P.  O.  Box  527-AV  •  Dexter,  Ml  48130 
Phone  (734)  426-9080  •  Fax:  (734)  426-7803 
9:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  EASTERN 
www.indoorgardensupplies.com 


FULL  LINE  OF  INDOOR  GARDENING  PRODUCTS 

4-  PLANT  TRAYS  ^  LIGHTED  STANDS  4- 
♦  METERS,  TIMERS  4>  PLANTLITES  4-  ACCESSORIES  4- 

40  WATT  WS  (Wide  Spectrum)  LAMPS: 

6  =  $36.32  12  =  $62.06  24  =  $117.90 


G4-SD2  $554.00 
W/4  Two  Lamp  Fixtures 
and  WS  Lamps 
4  Shelves  W/16  Trays 


74H  x  53L  X  23D 


ALL  PRICES  PREPAID, 

MICHIGAN  RESIDENTS  ADD  6%  SALES  TAX 
VISA,  MASTERCARD,  DISCOVER,  CHECKS  &  COD’S  ACCEPTED 

FREE  CATALOG 


G22  $164.80 
W/2  Two  Lamp  Fixtures 
and  WS  Lamps 
2  Shelves  W/2  Trays 
40Hx27LX12D 
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27TH  YEAR 


PLASTIC  FLOWER  POTS 


CAPE  COD  VIOLETRY 

John  &  Barbara  Cook 
Dept.  AV  28  Minot  St.  (508)  548-2798 
Hours  by  appointment  •  Falmouth,  Massachusetts  02540 
SUPPLIES  FOR  VIOLET  GROWERS  BY  VIOLET  GROWERS 

WE  CARRY  ALL  THE  SPECIES  AND  THE  ORIGINAL  10 
Catalog  $2.00,  Foreign  catalog  $3.00 
Phone  (508)  548-2798  -  Fax  (508)  540-5427  -  email  violets@cape.com 


SIZE 

COLOR 

TYPE 

10 

25 

50 

100 

500 

1-1/4" 

Wt.  (only) 

Thumb  Pot 

$  1.20 

$  2.75 

$  5.00 

$  9.80 

$  44.50 

2-1/4" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  or  Sq. 

1.05 

2.15 

3.90 

7.25 

33.00 

2-1/2" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  or  Sq. 

1.15 

2.40 

4.55 

8.60 

40.50 

3" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  Tub,  Std.  Sq. 

1,30 

2.95 

5.25 

9.80 

44.50 

3-1/2" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  Tub 

1.35 

3.30 

6.00 

11.40 

52.00 

4" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  Tub 

1.75 

3,85 

7.20 

13.50 

59.40 

4-1/2" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  Tub 

2.40 

5.60 

8.00 

15.50 

73.00 

5" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  Tub 

2.90 

6.75 

12.50 

23.00 

105.00 

6" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  Tub 

3.40 

8.20 

15.40 

28.80 

134.00 

6-1/2" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  Tub 

4.00 

9.50 

18.00 

34.00 

160.00 

MINIATURIZING  MINI  POTS  WITH  SAUCER 

1-1/4" 

Terracotta 

4.00 

8.00 

14.00 

25.00 

PLASTIC  PAN  POTS 

5" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

2-1/2"  Deep 

2.90 

6.75 

12.50 

23.00 

105.00 

6" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

3-3/4"  Deep 

4.10 

9.75 

18.50 

35.00 

165.00 

7" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

4“  Deep 

6.00 

14.50 

28.00 

54.00 

8" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

4"  Deep 

7.60 

18.50 

36.00 

70.00 

PLASTIC  HEAVY  DUTY  POT  SAUCERS 

4" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

2.25 

5,25 

9.00 

16.80 

6" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

3,60 

8.60 

15.80 

29.00 

8" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

4.40 

10.50 

20.00 

38.00 

PLASTIC  WICK  WATER  RESERVOIRS 

(recessed  snap-on  lids, 

8  oz 

3.00 

7.15 

13.20 

24.00 

110.00 

wicks  not  included) 

16  oz 

3.60 

8.50 

16.00 

30.00 

140.00 

Lids  or  containers  only  - 1/2  listed  price  32  OZ 

4.90 

11.75 

22.50 

42.00 

200.00 

PLASTIC  LABELS 

3"  White,  Red,  Orange,  Yellow,  Green  Blue,  Lavender,  Pink 
4"  White,  Green,  Blue,  Lavender,  Pink,  Red,  Yellow 
5"  White,  Lavender 
4  1/2"  White  only 


100 

1.00 

1,25 

1.50 

2.00 


500 

4.75 

5.75 
7.00 
9.00 


1000 

7.00 

10.00 

13.00 

17.00 


PERMANESTTRAYS- Light  Green -No  Holes  1  6  12 

4"  X  8"  X  2-1/2"  ,90  5.10  9.75 

8"  X  8"  X  2-1/2"  1.40  8.00  15.00 

8"x  12"  X  2-1/2"  1.50  8.50  16.20 

1 1 "  X  22"  X  2-3/4"  Lt.  Green  or  Beige  4.75  27.00  51 .00 

CLEAR  DOMES 


ELISA’S  AFRICAN 
VIOLET  SUPPORT 
RINGS 

MANUFACTURER 

WHOLESALE 

DISTRIBUTOR 

6"- 9"- 13" 

CLUBS  -  BUSINESSES 
SEND  FOR  PRICE  LIST  J 

PHYSAN  20 
16  oz.  -  $6.25 
32  oz. -$10.50 
1  gal. -$31.50 

SUPERTHRIVE 
1/2  oz.- $2.79 

1  oz.  -  $4.19 

2  oz.  -  $5.25 
4  oz.  -  $8.45 

DANDY  POTS 
2-1/4"  -  4" 

OYAMA  PLANTERS 

Mini  -  1-1/2"  -  2-1/2"  -  3"  -  3-1/2" 
4"-5"-6" 

AEROSOLS 

PT  1200  DS-18  0Z.  $11.95 
Resmitherins 

PT  1300  DS-18  0Z.  $12.00 

Orthene 

PT1500  DS-16  0Z.  $6.95 
Knox-Out  -  Diazinon 
PT1600  DS-16  0Z.  $9.89 
X-Clude  -  Pyrethrums 

CHEMICALS 
Phyton  27,  Avid 
Marathon,  Pentac,  Aerosols 
Shultz  Products  &  Others 


1 1"  X  22"  trays  $2.00  ea.  Dome  and  Tray  combo  $6.25  each. 

FLORA  CART 

Light  Stands 

KEIKIGROW  PLUS 

15  mi  -  $21.50 

Elisa’s  African  Violet  Rings  1  6  12 

Mini  (6")  Gr.  only  .90  4.75  8.75 

9"  Gr.  only  1.00  5.00  9.50 

13"  Gr.  only  1.25  6.50  12.00 

25  50 

18.00  31.50 

20.00  36.00 

21 .00  38.00 

FREDETTE’S  ALLEGRO  Plant  Tonic 

DYNA-GRO  FERTILIZERS 

Excellent  for  starting  leaves  and  small  plants. 

Formula 

Type 

Size  /  Price 

Use  3  tsp.  per  gal.  water.  4  oz.  bottle  -  $3.00  each; 

1/2  pt. 

1  pt. 

3  for  $8.50;  6  for  $16.50;  12  for  $30.00 

7-9-5 

Plant  Food 

$4.29 

$6.29 

PLASTIC  TERRARIUM 

3-12-6 

Bloom 

$4.29 

$7.49 

12"  Diameter  -  $6.75  each 

9-3-6 

Foliage  Pro 

$4.29 

White  -  Green  -  Beige  -  Terra-cotta 

0-0-3 

Pro-Tekt 

$4.29 

SWIFT’S  “MOIST-RITE”  PLANTER 

Concentrate 

K-L-N 

$10.00 

White  -  Green  -  Black 

$4.00  each  -  6/19.20  -  12/36.40  -  24/67.00 

Dolomite  Limestone 

2  lbs./$1.75 

Charcoal 

20  oz. 

40  oz. 

SHIPPING  INSTRUCTIONS: 

No.  4  Coarse  or 

No.  6  Medium 

1.75 

3.25 

Supplies  -  UPS  East  of  Mississippi  -  $4,00; 

4  qts. 

16  qts. 

West  of  Mississippi  -  $4.50  •  $5.00  West  of  Rockies 

Vermiculite 

No.  2  Coarse 

1.75 

5.00 

Supplies  -  U.S.  Mail  -  Actual  Cost  -  $4.00  min. 

Perlite 

Coarse 

1.75 

5.00 

Mass,  residents  include  5%  Sales  Tax 

Canadian  Peat  Moss 

$1.75 

$5.00 

Please  include  STREET  or  ROAD,  Zip  Code  and 

Phone  Number 

TROY  Capillary  watering  mat  -  a  full  4  feet  wicie 

PRICES  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGE  WITHOUT  NOTICE. 

$2.40  per  running  yard 

-  whole  yard  lengths 
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geramic  Reservoir  Pots  4  pack:  $34.95 

S  plantjcollection  in  plastic  mini-wells  still  $29.95 
Postpaid  to  48  states 
Alaska  &  Hawaii  add  $10.00 


Super 
Miniatures 


Receive  a  collection  of  Little  Jewels®  violets  direct  from 
Holtkamp.  The  Mini-Well™ or  blue  ceramic  reservoirs  are 
included  along  with  fertilizer.  Th^e  minis  are  easy  to  grow! 
Teas  Nursery  Co.,  Inc.,  P.O.  Boi  1503,  Bellaire,  TX  77402-1603 


Teas  Catalog 
FREEto  AVSA 

Fertilizers,  violet  pots  including 
the  Dandy  Pot®  plus  orchids, 
plumerias,  bromeliads,  books, 
and  supplies. 


1-800>446-7723  www.teasnursery^com 


HATTIE  BAGGETT’S 

AFRICAN  VIOLETS 

Specializing  in  Large  Flowering  Standards,  Lots  of  Oldies 
Plus  New  Varieties,  Shipping  Fresh  Cut  Leaves  Only, 
State  Inspected  and  Certified  -  Shipping  United  States  Only 
1999  List  $2.00  -  Payable  to  Hattie  Baggett 

Shipping  May  1  to  Oct.  31 , 2000  HCR  2,  Box  381 

Phone  520-822-5060  Tucson,  AZ  85735-9714 


Violets,  Gesneriads  & 
many  house  plants 


Jewelry  for  sale 
at  most  shows 


^  JT  TV  vioCets  andjezuelry 

-  '  '  Catalog  out  early  this  year,  it’s  addendum.  Will  not  ship  in  June,  July, 
or  August.  We’re  Moving  into  Bigger  space  to  grow  more  starter  plants. 
The  new  address  will  be  out  in  May/June  issue.  Happy  Millennium! 
8704  E.  92nd  Place  •  Kansas  City,  MO  64138  •  (816)  765-5589 


Control  Botrytis  and 
Powdery  Mildew 


BACTERICIDE  &  FUNGICIDE 


Effecfivo  •  Invisible  •  Systemic 


/4atee 

Custom  Made  Award 
Ribbons  and  Rosettes 


YVONNE  AGREE 
3235  Lockmoor  Lane  Dallas,  Texas  75220 
(214)  357-6045 


STARRLIGHT  AFRICAN  VIOLET  LAMPS 


These  lamps  feed  and  water  the  violets  with  a  mat  watering  system  in  a 
ceramic  reservoir  base.  Light  is  provided  with  a  circular  fluorescent  tube. 
Simply  set  the  violet,  in  its  plastic  pot,  on  the  mat. 

Lamp  for  a  standard  violet  -  $59.00 
Lamp  for  3  mini/SM  violets  -  $65.00 
Plus  shipping  and  handling 

Shades  sold  and  shipped  separately  -  $16.00  ea.  +  S&H 
Also  available:  Soil  Scoops  -  $3.00  ea.  -r  S&H  ($1  any  size  order) 
Discounts  available  on  Scoops 

“ShoGro”  ceramic  African  Violet  Pots  with  a  mat  watering  system  are 
available  in  many  colors.  $10.00  +  S&H 

Violets  From  The  Starrs 

2602  Graupera  St. 

Pensacola,  FL  32507 
850-456-2662 
e-mail:  GBStarr@juno.com 
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€M€ipft4f  J\lem  yea/i. 
PLEASANT  HILL 
AFRICAN  VIOLETS 

4851  Pieper  Road  •  Brenham,  Texas  77833 


Try  a  RAINBOW  OF  COLORS  with  these 
Spring  Specials; 


1 8  leaves  -  new/previous  varieties  -  $21 .95  ppd 
12  leaves,  Hortense  Honey’s  -  $14.95  ppd 
12  leaves,  Apache  (Munk)  varieties  -  $14.95  ppd 
50  leaves,  New/Previous  varieties  -  $37.95  ppd 
75  leaves,  New/Previous  varieties  -  $45.95  ppd 
8  assorted  Episcia  Stolens  -  $12.95  ppd 
9  starter  plants,  rainbow  of  colors  -  $25.95  ppd 
9  plants,  Optimara® 

(Indian  Summer  Series,  correctly  named)  -  $27.95  ppd 


Although  the  choice  is  ours  on  the  above  specials, 
you  may  specify  your  preference  for  miniature  or 
standard  varieties.  Prices  include  Priority  Shipping. 
Texans,  please  add  8.25%  sales  tax 


Accepted  on  orders  over  $25.00. 

List  $2.00 

Shipping  begins  April  or  as  weather  permits. 


The  Dawn  of  a  New  Day 
For  All  AV  Growers  ... 

From  the  Creators  of  “VITALOAM,  Organic  Soil 
Rejuvenator®”,  Comes  Our  New  ... 

“ALL  YOLf  NEED®”  The  Complete  Organic 
Growing  Blend,  it  is  Dr.  Albert  Pifer’s  Ultimate 
Contribution  to  Truly  Ecologically  Safe,  Natural, 
Economical,  Non-Destructive  Plant  Growth  by  easily 
returning  the  soil  to  “Virgin-Like”  Fertility  in  one 
application,  as  well  as  the  diminished  use  of  harsh  raw 
chemicals,  to  artificially  induce  plant  growth,  and  the 
extensive  use  of  dangerous  poisonous  insecticides  which 
are  an  increasingly  obvious  threat  to  ALL  life. 

Not  to  be  confused  with  potting  soils,  chemical  or 

time-release  fertilizers.  NO  FERTILIZER  NEEDED! 

It’s  ready  to  use  or  may  be  mixed  with  potting  soil. 
For  Our  Countless  Satisfied  Users  for 
More  than  Fifty  Yeairs.  We’re  Back! 

Generous  6-Qt  Pkg.,  slightly  compressed. 

1-Pkg.  $9.95  -1-  $5  S&H,  2-Pkg.  $19.90  -h  $5.  S&H,  3-Pkg. 
$29.85  Ppd,  4-Pkg.  $39.80  ppd, 

5-Pkg.  $49.75  ppd.  6-Pkg.  $53.70  ppd, 

Ctn.  of  12  Pkg.  $96.00  ppd.  Dealer  Inquiries  Invited. 
Check  or  Money  Order  To: 

ORGANIC  TECHNOLOGIES 

Post  Office  Box  424  •  St.  Marys,  Ohio  45885 
ccmin@bright.net 


You  can  grow  violets  on  a  table  top.  Both 
sizes  of  these  grow  lights  will  set  comfortably  and 
beautifully  on  any  flat  surface.  The  smaller  unit  is 
26  1/2"  long  (shown  in  insert  photo);  the  larger  unit 
is  50  1/2"  long. 

Each  comes  with  2  fluorescent  plant  tubes 
(grow  lites)  to  provide  optimum  light  for  sturdy 
growth  and  bloom. 

The  fixtures  hold  the  lamps  6"  apart  (center 
to  center)  and  measure  either  24"  or  48"  by  10" 
by  2  1/8"  and  have  a  high  gloss  white  finish. 

Quickly  raise  or  lower  the  fixture  above  the 
growing  surface  with  the  easy  to  use  slide  and 
tighten  feature  which  holds  the  fixture  to  the  legs.  The  legs  are  24"  tall  and  are  made  of  1“  square  shiny  aluminum.  The  fixture  may  be  positioned 
up  to  22"  above  the  table  top.  Most  violet  growers  find  12  - 15"  is  ideal.  Each  stand  comes  with  a  5  foot  cord  with  a  built  in  on/off  switch,  (or  you 
may  operate  either  stand  with  an  appliance  timer  (not  included)  if  desired.)  Easy  assembly!  Just  install  the  lamps  in  the  fixture  and  slide  it  onto 
the  legs.  Does  a  wonderful  job  on  violets  and  many  other  houseplants,  or  for  seed  starting.  Prices  include  shipping  via  UPS  Ground  within  the 
contiguous  48  states  and  are  subject  to  change  without  notice.  Colorado  shipments  add  3%  sales  tax. 

Two  foot  table  model:  $79.69  Four  foot  table  model:  $99.19 


MasterCard  and  VISA  accepted.  Phone  (303)  761-1770  during  shop  hours:  10  AM  and  5  PM  (Mountain  Time) 
Mondays  or  Wednesdays  through  Saturdays.  Closed  Sundays  +  Tuesdays.  FAX  24  hours  a  day  (303)  762-1808. 
Send  for  a  free  copy  of  our  supplies  catalog/violet  list,  in  business  since  1969. 

Visit  our  web  page  at  http://ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/violet_showcase 


THE  VIOLET  SHOWCASE 

3147  SOUTH  BROADWAY  ENGLEWOOD,  COLORADO  80110 


Table  Model  Grow 

Lite  Stands  (2  sizes) 
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Allegro 

PLANT-'I^TONIC 

for 

African  Violet  cuttings  and  young  plants 

VENDORS  WELCOME 
WRITE  FOR  PRICES 

4  OZ.  AND  12  OZ.  AVAILABLE 

Margaret  Fargeot 
235  Alps  Road 
Branford,  CT  06405 
Phone:  (203)  488-8008 


The  Association  for  plant  & 

flower  people  who  grow  in 
hobby  greenhouses  and 
windows! 

Quarterly  Magazine 

Growing  &  Maintenance 

Help  &  Advice 

Hobby  Greenhouse  Association 

8  Glen  Terrace,  Bedford,  MA  01730-2048 

Dues:  USA  $19  (Canada  and  Mexico,  $21  US  fimds/MO) 
($22  Overseas,  US  fimds/MO) 

Sample  magazine  $3.50 
Directon'  o  f  Greenhouse  Manu  facturers  $2.50 


Photo  (Jou/^Koi 

Each  issue  contains  4  full-color  pages, 
interesting  articles  and  cultural  information 
6  issues  per  year,  $10  ($12  outside  of  US). 
VioletsFun,  P.  O.  Box  9,  Naples,  NY  14512 
Phone;  716-374-8592  VioletsFun@aol.com 


^ 

AFRICAN  VIOLETS  BY  FREDERICKS,  INC. 


Alyce  Droege 

BEST  VARIETIES  -  YELLOWS  TOO! 
STANDARDS  in  3"  &  4"  pots,  plus  leaves 
MINIS  CHIRITAS 

TRAILERS  CHIMERAS 

EPISCIAS  STREPTOCARPUS 

and  other  GESNERIADS 


COMPLETE  GROWERS  SUPPLIES 

design  supplies  -  books  -  pinciips  2-3/4"  to  5-1/2" 
fertilizers  -  spray  -  “my  own  mix”  soil 
Dandy  pots  -  2  sizes  -  many  colors 
growing  pots  -  Oyamas  -  hanging  baskets 
beautiful  ceramic  wick  pots  (pat.  pend.) 

6  sizes  -  decorator  colors 

Home  of  Aly’s  hybrids 


GIFT  CERTIFICATES  -  CATALOGUE  $2.00 
P.  O.  Box  1416 


Franklin,  NC  28744 

Monday  -  Saturday 

9  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 

WSA 

1-800-771-0899  orders  only 


1-828-349-4832 

www.african-violets.com 
Florida  Registration  number:  47219602 


Desert  Violets 


Quality  leaves  and  starter  plants 

2000  Catalog  -  $1.00  cash  only  -  refundable  with  order 


Best  wishes  for  a  New  Year  filled  with 
lovely  violetsl 

Susan  Merskl,  hortlculturallst  2511  N.  Desert  Ave. 

(520)  326-3057  Tucson,  AZ  35712 

email:  desertviolets@itherlver.com  by  appointment  only 


IDEAL  FOR  AFRICAN  VIOLETS  AND  ORCHIDS! 
Custom-made  trays  plus  a  full  line  of  stock  shapes  and  sizes 
Fully  hemmed  upper  edges,  clean  welded  joints,  designed  to  last  a  lifetime. 
Custom  trays  built  to  fit  your  special  requirements.  All  at  very  moderate  cost 

EASTERN,  INC. 

price  list  or  Dawson  Drive,  Newark,  DE  1 971  3-341 1 

visit  our 

WpH  site  ^ 


Toll-Free  (800)220-7886  Fax  (302)454-7832 
www.eastern-inc.com  J 


RIGID 
w  NGi-iFlL.MNG 


THE  PRACTICAL  RICHNESS  OF  HAND-TOOLED,  HEAVY  GAUGE 

G)pper  Humidity  Trays 
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You  know  African  Violets  -  now  meet  the 
rest  of  the  family...  (  i 

Qem^va^Soci&ty 

Quarterly  journal,  extensive  seed  .fund, 
judging  schools,  round  robins,  annual 

convention,  plus  a  copy  ot;‘How  to 
gg^KricM  &  Grow  ^sneriac^" 

Individual  membership  -  $20.00 

Outside  the  U.S.  $25.00 

:,S  ^ 

Please  send  check,  money  order,  or 
credit  card  infomhation  to: 

*  AGGS  MembersRlp  Secretariat  -  x 
MJ&‘DBTyler-  ...1,.  , 

RO.  Box  1598  -  ^ 

Port  Angeles,  WA  98362-01 94  USA  ,  § 

VUfit  m  orJuiMje/.  http:// m; ww. 


Have  a  World 
of  Orchids 
at  Your 

Fingertips! 

Join  the  American 
Orchid  Society 

Delve  into  the  fascinating  world 
of  orchids  each  month  when  you 
become  a  member  of  the  American 
Orchid  Society.  Your  journey  begins  when  you  open  the 
American  Orchid  Society  Bulletin  to  pages  filled  with 
priceless  tips  and  articles  on  orchid  culture  accompanied 
by  beautiful,  four-color  orchid  photographs.  A  special 
advertising  section  helps  locate  sources  of  orchid  plants, 
supplies,  items  from  the  AOS  Book  Department  and 
whatever  else  is  needed  to  become  a  successful  grower. 
Join  the  Society  that  brings  the  world  of  orchids  to  your 
fingertips.  Please  write  or  call  for  a  free,  four -color 
membership  brochure  and  let  the  journey  begin. 

American  Orchid  Society,  Department  AV 
6000  South  Olive  Avenue  •  West  Palm  Beach,  FL  33405 
(407)  585-8666 


r  I  new  independent 
AV  and  Gesneriad  publication! 


G^aSdNEWS 


IN  CANADA  SlS/yr  (4  issues)  (All  other  countries  $15.  US) 
Send  for  a  sample  copy  -  only  $2. 

Payment  must  be  made  out  to  John  Beaulieu  Productions 
37  Shaw  Crescent,  Barrie,  Ontario  L4N  4Z3  (705)  726-7363 


TravisMolets 

P.O.BOX  42  OCHLOCKNEE,GA.  31773 


Phone  1-912-574-5167 
1-912-574-5236 
Fax  Orders  only  -  912-574-5605 
e-mail:tviolets@aol.com 


3  FREE  VIOLETS!!!  ■ 


Order  now  before  May  1, 2000  and  get  3  FREE  violets,  our  choice.  Min.  order  for  this  special  is  12  Plants. 
Order  from  ad  or  from  over  300  varieties  listed  in  our  2000  Catalog.  Send  $2.00. 

SOME  OF  THE  NEW  VARIETIES  WE  HAVE  TO  OFFER: 


1999-00  TRAVIS’ 
VIOLETS  $4.00 
Heaven's  A  Calling 
Hal’s  Bonnie  Blue 
Georgia  Starburst 
Star  Eclispe 
Darlin’  Darlene 
Georgia  Sunset 
Violets  Aglow 
Baby’s  Breath 
Radiant  Glow 


1999  LYONS  $4.00 

Bunny  Hop 
Deadly  Sting 
Dream  Weaver 
Early  Spring 
Gina  Marie 
Happy  Feet 
Iceberg 
Ice  Storm 
Julie  Kay 
Little  Pushover 
Little  Sweetheart 


Meghans  Bay 
Misty  Moonbeam 
Penny  Lover 
Pink  Symphony 
Red  Summit 
Roll  Along  Blue 
Roll  Along  Pink 
Shooting  Stars 
Simply  Wonderful 
Smoldering  Pink 
Spectacular  Blue 
Susie  Sunshine 


1999  ROB’S  $4.00 
Rob’s  Bamboozle 
Rob’s  Cool  Fruit 
Rob's  Fuzzy  Navel 
Rob’s  Ice  Ripples 
Rob's  Outer  Orbit 
Rob's  Rinky  Dink 


OTHER  NEW  VARIETIES 

Smooch  Me 

Floozie 

Ness’  Orange  Pekoe  Sport 
Ness’  Red  Velvet 
Rum  Punch 
Ness’  Puppy  Prints 
Icy  Sunset 

Rainbow’s  Quite  Riot 


Also  LYONS  1998  Varieties  and  other  new  releases.  Please  list  several  substitutes.  1999-00  Plants  -  $4.00  ea.  All  other  $3.25  ea. 
Please  add  $7.00  or  20%,  whichever  is  greater  for  First  Class  Shipping.  Shipping  starts  April  15  -  Weather  Permitting. 

ORDERS  SHIPPED  IN  ORDER  RECEIVED 

Try  out  SUPER  SPECIAL  -  Twelve  Husky  Starters  -  all  different  -  Ail  plants  OUR  CHOICE,  but  ail  different  -  $38.00  Postpaid. 
(This  does  not  include  the  3  free  violets  with  this  purchase.)  New  and  older  varieties  of  African  violets  from  leading 
Hybridizers,  and  our  new  plants.  Specify:  Special  #1  -  Standards;  Special  #2  -  Semis  and  Minis;  Special  #3  -  Standards,  Semis 
and  Minis;  Special  #4  -  Standards,  Semis,  Minis  and  Trailers.  VISA/MASTERCARD/DISCOVER  CREDIT  CARD  -  List  all  info  on 
card  (exp.  date).  Minimum  credit  card  order  is  $30.00.  Greenhouse  opened  7  days  a  week,  please  call  first.  COMMERCIAL 
MEMBER;  AVSA  AND  DIXIE.  Visit  our  web  site;  www.imox.com/travisvioiets 
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Best  Variety  List  Choices,  1999,  Mar  p  53 
BIG  ENOUGH!,  Borck,  Byron,  Nov  p  39 
BLOSSOM  TYPES,  Sep  p  49 
Bottle  Garden  (Picture),  Jul  p  37 

BOYCE  EDENS  RESEARCH  FUND,  Buck.  Marlene,  Jan  p  15;  Mar  p  42;  May  p  24; 

Jul  p  13;  Sep  p  31;  Nov  p  43 

BRONZE  MEDAL  AWARD  -  DON  AND  JEAN  NESS.  Jul  p  6 
CHIMERAS,  Sep  p  55 

CLEOPATRA’S  PROBLEM  SOLVED?,  Parsons,  Nadine,  Sep  p  27 
Cold  Drafts,  Sep  p  1 7 

COMING  EVENTS,  Jan  p  23;  Mar  p  48;  May  p  53;  Sep  p  52;  Nov  p  55 
COMMITTEES  OF  THE  AFRICAN  VIOLET  SOCIETY  OF  AMERICA,  Riemer,  Janet, 

May  p  44;  Jul  p  30 
Container  gardens.  May  p  6 

CONTINUING  SERVICE  AWARD  -  DAVID  BUTTRAM,  Jul  p  6 
CONVENTION  AWARDS,  1999,  Jan  p  48 
CONVENTION  DATES  HAVE  CHANGED,  Nov  p  55 
Convention  Presentations,  1999,  Jan  Sup,  p  A-1 1 
Convention  Tours,  1999,  Jan  Sup,  p  A-6 
Convention,  1999,  Jan  p  19 
Convention,  2000,  Sep  p  5;  Nov  p  55 

CREATING  AFRICAN  VIOLET  HYBRIDS,  Brownlie,  John,  Nov  p  46 

CROWN  ROT  IN  VIOLETS,  Stork,  Joyce,  Jan  p  5 

CULTURE  SHOCK:  DOES  IT  REALLY  SHOW?,  DiMambro,  Lisa,  Nov  p  54 

Cyclamen  Mites,  Mar  p  46;  Jul  p  46;  Jul  p  48 

DAY  THAT  CANADA  FELL,  THE,  Richards,  Pat,  Nov  p  34 

DEAR  AVSA,  Ness,  Don  and  Jean.  Sep  p  5 

DEAR  EDITOR,  Helm,  Carl,  Mar  p  9 

DEAR  RUTH.  Reed,  Joan,  Nov  p  4 

Decorative  Uses  for  Violets,  Jan  p  45 

DESIGN  BITS  AND  PIECES,  Rourke,  Edna.  May  p  38 

Design,  Jan  p  38;  May  p  6:  May  p  38;  May  p  40  (picture);  Jul  p  37  (Pictures); 

Nov  p  37  (Pictures) 

DID  I  DO  THAT?,  May  p  49 
Disblooming,  Jan  p  9 
Disbudding,  Jan  p  9;  Nov  p  39 
DISBUDDING,  Thorogood,  Kim.  Nov  p  39 
DISEASE  AND  PLANT  PROBLEMS.  Jul  p  48 
Dish  Garden,  Jul  p  37  (Picture) 

Dish  Garden,  Sep  p  26 

EARLY  BIRD  CATCHES  THE  AWARD.  THE,  Jul  p  1 1 

EDITOR’S  NOTES,  Rumsey,  Ruth,  Jan  p  4;  Mar  p  4;  May  p  4;  Jul  p  4;  Sep  p  4;  Nov  p  4 
EDUCATE.  EDUCATE,  EDUCATE,  Promersberger,  Bev,  May  p  20 
EFFECTS  OF  LIGHT  ON  THE  GROWTH  OF  AFRICAN  VIOLETS,  THE,  Ulrich,  Laura, 
Nov  p  42 

ENTRIES  PROGRAM  UPDATE,  Bruns.  Joe,  Jul  p  1 1 
Entries  Program,  Jan  p  22;  Mar  p  5;  Jul  p  1 1 
Episcia  ‘Cleopatra’,  Sep  p  27 

"FACTS  OF  LIGHT”  FOR  AFRICAN  VIOLETS,  THE,  Ryan,  Carla,  Nov  p  24 
FANTASIES  -  NATURE’S  GORGEOUS  GOOF,  Baker.  Donald,  Sep  p  48 
FAVORITE  TOOLS  AND  GADGETS,  Switzer,  Mary  Ann,  Sep  p  38 
Fertilizer,  Jul  p  9;  Sep  p  1 1;  Sep  p  16;  Nov  p  19 
FINDING  NEW  AFRICAN  VIOLET  LOVERS,  Geiss,  Don,  Mar  p  51 
First  Class.  Jan  p  22 

FIRST  THINGS  FIRST  IN  OMAHA,  Jul  p  4 

Flea  collars,  Sep  p  4;  Nov  p  12 

FOLIO  ART  GLASS  PRODUCTS  FROM  AVSA,  Nov  p  40 

FOLLOW  UP  FROM  RUSSIA,  A,  Sanders,  Shirley,  Mar  pi 9 
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FOR  BEGINNERS,  Comibe,  Cathy  &  Al,  Ian  p  12;  May  p  6;  Sep  p  16;  Stork,  Kent  & 
Joyce,  Mar  p  6;  Jul  p  8;  Nov  p  6 
FUNGUS  GNATS,  Beaulieu,  John,  Jul  p  53 
Gas  leaks,  Sep  p  17 
Gesneriad  Grooming,  Nov  p  48 
Gesneriad  Judging,  Jan  p  1 1 

GESNERI-ADVICE,  Martens,  Dale,  Jan  p  11;  Mar  p  14;  May  p  9;  Jul  p  16;  Sep  p  20; 
Nov  p  9 

GET  RID  OF  ALGAE!,  Helm,  Carl,  May  p  1 1 
GOODBYE  MEALIES,  GOODBYE!,  Holm,  Sonja,  Sep  p  35 
GREEN  AND  BROWN  THUMBS,  McKain,  Dr., Hal,  May  p  15 
GROOMING  GESNERIADS,  Watler,  Monte,  Nov  p  48 
Grooming,  Jan  p  9;  Jul  p  49 

GROW  THE  BEST  AND  LEAVE  THE  REST,  Covolo,  Steve,  Jan  p  47 
GROWING  AFRICAN  VIOLETS  DEEP  IN  THE  HEART  OF  TEXAS,  Davidson,  Ron, 

Mar  p  44 

GROWING  TIPS,  Beaver,  Ina,  Jan  p  39 
GUIDELINES  FOR  JUDGING,  Green,  Bob  L.,  Nov  p  53 
HAPPY  NEW  YEAR,  AFFILIATES,  Promersberger,  Bev,  Jan  p  46 
HAVE  A  LITTLE  FUN. ..MAKE  A  DISH  GARDEN. ..IT'S  EASY!,  Ficke,  Alma,  Sep  p  26 
HEAR  YE!  HEAR  YE!  -  A  SPECIAL  MESSAGE  TO  ALL  AVSA  AFFILIATE 
PRESIDENTS,  Tlnari,  Anne,  Jul  p  56 
HELP  US  CHOOSE  THE  VERY  BEST,  Lawson,  Floyd,  Mar  p  53 
HONORARY  LIFETIME  MEMBERSHIP  AWARD  -  ESTHER  EDWARDS  WELLS,  Jul  p  7 
HONORARY  ONE-YEAR  MEMBERSHIP  AWARD  -  ANN  MILLER,  Jul  p  7 
HONORARY  ONE-YEAR  MEMBERSHIP  AWARD  -  BARBARA  ELKIN,  Jul  p  7 
HONORARY  ONE-YEAR  MEMBERSHIP  AWARD  -  JEANI  HATFIELD,  Jul  p  7 
HONORARY  ONE-YEAR  MEMBERSHIP  AWARD  -  JOHN  CARTER,  Jul  p  7 
HORSESHOES  &  NAILS?,  Elkin,  Barbara,  Sep  p  15 
“HOW  DO  I  GET  MY  PLANTS  TO  BLOOM?",  Greico,  Ruth,  Nov  p  17 
HOW  TO  ...  REPOT  AFRICAN  VIOLETS,  Jul  p  43 
HOW  TO  GROOM  A  YOUNG  VIOLET,  Jul  p  49 

HUDSON  MEMORIAL  AWARD  FOR  AFFILIATE  LEADERSHIP  -  BARBARA  ELKIN, 

Jul  p  6 

Hudson  Memorial  Award  for  Affiliate  Leadership,  May  p  8,  Sep  p  18 

HUMIDITY,  Beaulieu,  John,  Nov  p  22 

Humidity,  Jul  p  10;  Sep  p  6;  Sep  p  1 7;  Sep  p  47;  Nov  p  22 

Hybridizing,  May  p  22;  May  p  54;  Jul  p  12;  Sep  p  14;  Sep  p  50;  Nov  p  16;  Nov  p  46 

I  NEED  A  SCREWDRIVER!,  Elkin,  Barbara,  Nov  p  44 

IMPEACHMENT  OF  JACK  KNOW  IT  ALL,  THE,  Breden,  Ralph,  Nov  p  45 

IMPORTANT  NOTICE:  SENIOR  JUDGES,  May  p  14 

IMPRESSIONS  OF  A  NEW  GROWER,  Murphy,  Susan,  May  p  48 

IN  MEMORY  -  ARLENE  BRITTEN,  May  p  41 

IN  MEMORY  -  FLORENCE  L.  STEIN,  Jul  p  49 

IN  MEMORY  -  FLORETTA  A.  WILLETS,  Jul  p  49 

IN  MEMORY  -  JEANNE  MYERS,  Jul  p  49 

IN  MEMORY  -  JOHN  D.  MENISH,  Sep  p  50 

IN  MEMORY  -  JUDY  REINWALD,  Sep  p  50 

IN  MEMORY  -  MARGARET  VALLIN,  Sep  p  50 

IN  MEMORY  -  VALERIE  MILLER,  May  p  41 

IN  MEMORY  OF  L.  T.  OZIO,  JR.,  Jul  p  21 

IN  SEARCH  OF  NEW  VIOLETS,  Smith,  Dr.,  Jeff,  Jan  p  34;  Mar  p  30;  May  p  22; 

Jul  p  12;  Sep  p  14;  Nov  p  16 
Insects  and  Diseases,  Jan  p  30;  Mar  p  46 
Interpretive  Flower  Arrangements,  May  p  6 
INTERPRETIVE  FLOWER  ARRANGEMENTS,  Rourke,  Edna,  Jan  p  38 
Interpretive  Plant  Arrangements,  May  p  6 

INTRODUCING  YOUR  1999  NOMINEES  TO  THE  AVSA  BOARD,  Jan  p  6 

IT’S  ALL  IN  THE  DETAILS,  Stork,  Kent  &  Joyce,  Jul  p  8 

JOY  OF  GROWING  AFRICAN  VIOLETS,  THE,  Tlnari,  Anne,  Jan  p  44 

Judges  Handbook  (correction),  Jan  p  10 

Judging,  Sep  p  10;  Nov  p  53 

JUST  BE  PATIENT,  Yeates,  Rose  Marie,  May  p  45 

KNOWING  YOUR  VIOLETS... BASIC  FLOWER  TYPES,  Sep  p  46 

Knox-Out,  Sep  p  8 

LAST  CHANCE  IN  THE  TWENTIETH  CENTURY,  Nov  p  55 
Leaf  Propagation,  May  p  16;  Jul  p  19;  Sep  p  7 
LEAF  PROPAGATION,  Smith,  Ron,  Nov  p  50 
Leaves  (as  in  ‘Warning  Flags'),  May  p  49 

LEAVES  ARE  THE  BAROMETER  OF  YOUR  PLANT’S  CONDITION,  Halford,  Joan, 

Nov  p  26 

LET’S  GO  TO  CONVENTION!,  Golubski,  Linda,  Jan  p  26 
LIBRARY  BULLETIN,  Nov  p  5 
Library,  Jul  p  26;  Nov  p  5 

Light  requirements,  Jul  p  10;  Sep  p  1 1;  Sep  p  16;  Nov  p  12;  Nov  p  42 
LITTLE  CHIMERA  WHO  COULD,  THE,  King,  Shirley  M.,  May  p  42 
LONE  STAR  AV  COUNCIL  1999  CONVENHON,  Bullard,  Marjorie,  Sep  p  18 


MAKING  THE  MOST  OF  YOUR  LEAVES,  McKinney,  Joshua,  Mar  p  18 
Marathon,  Jan  p  30 

MARKETING  COMMITTEE  NAMED,  Sep  p  35 

MASTER  LIST  OF  AFRICAN  VIOLET  SPECIES  AND  CULHVARS,  1999  SUPPLEMENT, 
Nov  Sup,  p  A-1 

Mealy  Bugs,  Jan  p  30;  Mar  p  13;  Mar  p  46;  Jul  p  48;  Sep  p  35 

Members  (Photos),  Jan  p  24 

Membership  Application,  May  p  39 

Membership  Ideas,  Jan  p  46 

Membership,  Jul  p  56 

Minis  and  Semis,  Jan  p  12 

Minutes,  Sep  p  12 

MIRACULOUS  MILDEW  MUNCHER,  Thompson,  Catherine,  May  p  19 
MODERN  IRRIGATION  SYSTEM  AT  “DAVE’S  VIOLETS”,  Harris,  David,  Mar  p  40 
Mold  potting,  Jul  p  18 

Moon  Signs,  Jan  p  41;  Marp  52;  May  p  18;  Jul  p  55;  Sep  p  41;  Nov  p  23 

MORE  WAYS  TO  ATTRACT  NEW  MEMBERS,  Promersberger,  Bev,  Sep  p  30 

MOUSE  ATTACK!,  Switzer,  Mary  Ann,  May  p  10 

MY  AFRICAN  VIOLET  SAFARI,  Curcuruto,  Bruno  “B-Man”,  Nov  p  56 

MY  TOUGH  ‘PHOBOS’,  Herbatuk,  Anne,  May  p  19 

Necks,  May  p  5 1 ;  Sep  p  9 

Nematodes,  Jul  p  48 

New  Gesneriad  Hybrids  and  Species!,  Nov  p  9 
NEW  PLANT,  THE,  Kosowsky,  Dorothy,  May  p  50 
NEW  SHOW  ENTRIES  PROGRAM  NOW  AVAILABLE!,  Mar  p  5;  May  p  52 
NEW  WAY  TO  GROW  THOSE  STUBBORN  BLOOMERS,  Goodsell,  Barbara,  Sep  p  7 
NOMINAHONS  NEEDED  FOR  THE  HUDSON  MEMORIAL  AWARD  FOR  AFFILIATE 
LEADERSHIP,  May  p  8 
NPK,  Jan  p  42:  Jul  p  19 

OFFICE  UPDATE,  Daugereau,  Jenny,  Mar  p  5;  Jul  p  5;  Nov  p  5 
ON-DEMAND  PUMP  WATERING  SYSTEM,  Pershing,  Barbara  and  Rex,  Sep  p  22 
Oomycetes,  Jan  p  5 

ORIGINALITY  IN  SHOW  SCHEDULES,  Breden,  Ralph,  Jul  p  20 
Pests  and  Diseases,  Mar  p  6;  Nov  p  1 1 
pH,  Sep  p  24 

pH,  SHOULD  I  BOTHER?,  Smith,  Ron,  Sep  p  24 
Phythium,  Jan  p  5 
Phytophthora,  Jan  p  5 
Plant  Stand,  Nov  p  35 

PLANTING  BY  MOON  SIGNS,  Jan  p  41;  Mar  p  52;  May  p  18;  Jul  p  55;  Sep  p  41; 

Nov  p  23 

Pollinating,  May  p  26;  Sep  p  50 
Pot  size,  Jan  p  16;  Sep  p  17;  Sep  p  45 
Pots,  Jul  p  9;  Sep  p  45 

Potting  mbces,  Jan  p  17;  Mar  p  43;  Mar  p  45;  May  p  13;  Jul  p  8;  Sep  p  17 
POWDERY  MILDEW,  Jan  p  21 
Powdery  mildew,  Jan  p  21;  May  p  19;  Jul  p  48 
PRE-SHOW  GROOMING,  Coleman,  Kyle,  Jan  p  9 

PRESIDENT’S  MESSAGE,  Wells,  Esther  Edwards,  Jan  p  3;  Mar  p  3;  Foster,  Bill, 

May  p  3;  Jul  p  3;  Sep  p  3; 

Program  Ideas,  Jul  p  54 

PROPAGAHNG  AFRICAN  VIOLETS,  Jan  p  43 

PROPAGAHNG  STREPTOCARPUS  LEAVES,  Nov  p  31 

PROPAGAHON;  A  SHORTCUT  TO  STURDY  AFRICAN  VIOLET  STARTERS,  Holtzman, 
Sharon,  May  p  52 

PROPER  POTTING  PAYS  DIVIDENDS,  Tlnari,  Anne,  Sep  p  45 
PT  1300  (Orthene),  Mar  p  46 

QUESTION  BOX,  Robinson,  Dr.,  Ralph,  Jan  p  30;  May  p  16;  Sep  p  8;  Kosowsky, 
Dorothy,  Mar  p  12;  Jul  p  18;  Nov  p  12 
QUICK  AND  EASY  PLANT  STAND,  A,  Switzer,  Mary  Ann,  Nov  p  35 
REFLECTIONS  ON  THE  '99  CONVENHON,  Westerlund,  Malinda,  Sep  p  10 
REGIONAL  REVIEWS,  Richards,  Pat;  Merrit,  Louise;  Lort,  Rosemary;  Goretsky, 
Winston;  Miller,  Valerie;  Covolo,  Steve,  Mar  p  20;  De  Correa,  Cynthia;  Barrett, 
Helen;  Levine,  Nelly;  Townsend,  Reg  and  Dorothy,  May  p  12 
REGISTRAHON  REPORT,  Keating,  Iris,  Jan  p  18;  Mar  p  54;  May  p  34;  Jul  p  50; 

Sep  p  19;  Nov  p  10 

REMEMBERING  LYNDON  LYON  (1904-1999),  Lyon,  Robert  (son),  Jul  p  47 

Repotting,  Jan  p  17;  Mar  p  12;  May  p  51;  Jul  p  18;  Jul  p  43 

Root  and  Crown  Diseases,  Jan  p  5 

Saintpaulia  pusilla,  Sep  p  1 4 

SAINTPAULIA  SPECIES  GROWING  HABITS,  Nov  p  20 

SEASON’S  GREEHNGS,  Nov  p  3 

Seed  pods.  May  p  26 

Shipping  (plants).  May  p  17 

Show  Schedules,  Jul  p  20 

SHOWS  AND  JUDGES,  Foster,  Bill,  Jan  p  10;  May  p  34;  Golla,  Billie,  Sep  p  12 
Sinningia  ‘Amizade’,  Sep  p  20 
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Sinningia  pusilla,  May  p  9 
SIXTY  MINUTE  MEETING,  Stenger,  Joyce,  Sep  p  53 
SO  YOU'D  LIKE  TO  MAKE  A  SEED  POD?,  Hancock,  Pat,  Sep  p  50 
SOIL  MEALYBUGS  AND  THEIR  CLOSE  FRIENDS,  THRIPS  AND  CYCLAMEN  MITES, 
Hancock,  Pat,  Mar  p  46 

SOMETHING  NEW  IS  COMING!,  Davidson,  Ron,  and  Foster,  Bill,  jan  p  22 
SOMETIMES  YOU  HAVE  TO  IMPROVISE:  AN  AFFILIATE  PROGRAM  SUGGESTION, 
Buttram,  David,  Jul  p  54 
Special  Committees  (AVSA) ,  Jul  p  30 
Species,  Sep  p  54;  Nov  p  20 
SPREADING  THE  CHEER,  Cash,  Amy  L„  Jan  p  20 
Springtails,  Mar  p  12 
STANDARD  LIGHT  FIXTURE,  Sep  p  51 
Standing  Committees  (AVSA) ,  May  p  44 

STATEMENT  OF  ASSETS,  LlABiLiTIES  AND  NET  ASSETS,  AVSA,  Sep  p  27 
STATEMENT  OF  OWNERSHIP,  MANAGEMENT,  AND  CIRCULATION,  Nov  p  52 
Streptocarpus,  Mar  p  14;  Nov  p  31;  Nov  p  35 
Symmetry,  Sep  p  1 1 

TAILORING  THE  TRAILER,  Breden,  Ralph,  May  p  43 
TALLY  TIME  1998,  Landgren,  Anna  Jean,  Mar  p  16 
TELLTALE  LEAVES,  Sep  p  11 
TEMPERATURE,  Beaulieu,  John,  Nov  p  22 

Temperature,  Jan  p  30;  Jui  p  8;  Sep  p  6;  Sep  p  1 7;  Sep  p  47;  Nov  p  22 
Terminology,  Nov  p  30 

TERRACED  TERRARIUMS,  Goodsell,  Barbara,  Nov  p  52 
Terrarium,  (Picture)  May  p  40;  Nov  p  52 
THANK  YOU  FOR  AUCTION  SUCCESS,  Richards,  Pat,  Sep  p  51 
THINKING  SMALL,  Richards,  Pat,  Jan  p  16;  Jul  p  14;  Sep  p  6;  Nov  p  14;  Wagman, 
Fay,  Mar  p  26 

Thrips,  Mar  p  46;  Jul  p  49;  Sep  p  8;  Sep  p  39 

TIGER  IN  MY  PLANT  ROOM,  A,  Holmes,  Geneva  1.,  Jul  p  41 

TINARl  AWARD  -  METROPOLITAN  ST.  LOUIS  AFRICAN  VIOLET  COUNCIL.  Jul  p  7 

TINARI  GREENHOUSES  MEMBERSHIP  AWARDS,  Jan  p  48 

TINY  BUT  MITEY,  THE,  Rawlings,  Thmi,  Jul  p  46 


1999  INDEX  OF  COLOR  PHOTOGRAPHS 

ACA'S  PINK  PET  -  (Brownlie),  Nov  p  29 

AGGIE  TRAIL  -  (L.  Ray),  Mar  cover 

APACHE  BLANKET  -  (J.  Munk),  May  p  29 

APACHE  FREEDOM  -  (J.  Munk),  Nov  p  28 

APACHE  FRIENDSHIP  -  (J.  Munk),  Sep  p  29 

B-MAN'S  MELILA  -  (Curcumto),  Nov  p  36 

B-MAN’S  NOTO  -  (Curcumto),  Sep  p  32 

CALIFORNIA  BERRIES  -  (Ruby  Cox),  Jan  cover 

CLOUD  MIST  -  (Pittman) ,  May  p  36 

COLUMNEA  'APOLLO',  Sep  p  36 

EMERGENCY  -  (Stork),  jul  p  33 

FREDETTE'S  MOONFLOWER  -  (Fredette),  May  p  36 

FROSTED  DENIM  -  (Sorano),  Mar  p  37 

GLEEFUL  ELF  -  (Pittman) ,  Sep  p  32 

GLOXINIA  'CHIC  -  Jul  p  36 

HUMUNGOUS  (Harrington),  Jan  p  32 

IRISH  DIMPLES  -  (Sorano),  Nov  p  32 

LELA  MARIE  -  (Lineberg),  Jul  p  29 

LITTLE  AXEL  -  (Anthafiores) ,  Mar  p  28 

LITTLE  SNOW  WHITE  -  (Nadeau),  Sep  p  33 

MAGNOLIA  -  (Burns/Nadeau),  Mar  p  28 

MARION'S  ENCHANTED  TRAIL  -  (Pittman),  Nov  p  32 

A4ARY  CRAIG  -  (Nadeau),  Jul  p  28 

NESS'  ANGEL  BABE  -  (Ness),  Mar  p  37 

NESS’  ANGEL  FACE  -  (Ness),  Jan  p  36 

NESS’  CHINA  BLUE  -  (Ness),  May  p  32 

NESS’  CRANBERRY  LACE  -  (Ness),  Mar  p  36 

NESS'  CRANBERRY  SWIRL  -  (Ness),  May  cover 

NESS’  MIDNIGHT  FANTASY  -  (Ness),  May  p  33 

OCEAN  EYES  -  (Bums),  May  p  37 

OPTIMARA  HARLEQUIN  -  (Holtkamp),  Jan  p  28 

OP'HMARA  LITTLE  CRYSTAL  -  (Holtkamp),  Jan  p  28 

OPTIMARA  VAN  GOGH  -  (Holtkamp),  May  p  28 

ORCHARD’S  BUMBLE  MAGNET  -  (R.  Wilson),  Jul  p  32 

PAT  CHAMPAGNE  -  (Pittman),  Sep  p  29 

PEPPY  PINK  -  (Pittman),  Sep  p  37 

PERSIAN  PRINCE  -  (Sorano),  Sep  p  37 


TIPS  ON  THRIPS,  Holtzman,  Sharon,  Sep  p  39 

TRAILERS  -  MY  FAVORITE  AFRICAN  VIOLETS,  Manozzi,  Nancy,  Nov  p  38 
Trailers,  May  p  43;  Nov  p  38 

TYalling  African  Violets,  May  p  43;  Nov  p  14;  Nov  p  38 
TRANSPORTING  PLANTS  TO  SHOW,  Pershing,  Barb,  Jan  p  51 
VACATION  GUIDE,  1999,  Buttram,  David,  May  p  30 
Variegated  foliage,  Jan  p  31 ;  May  p  35;  Sep  p  10 
VARIEGATION  IN  AFRICAN  VIOLETS,  Hoffner,  Sue,  Sep  p  10 
VARIOUS  VISIBLE  VARIEGATES,  Tmari,  Anne,  May  p  35 
VIGOROUS  VIOLETS;  THE  EFFECT  OF  NPK  BALANCED  FERTILIZERS  AND  THE 
VITAMIN  ON  THE  CROWN  AND  FOLIAR  GROWTH  OF  THE  SAINTPAULIA, 

Patel,  Joshua,  Jan  p  42 

VINTAGE  VIOLETS,  Elkin,  Barbara,  Jan  p  22;  Mar  p  34;  May  p  41;  Jul  p  17; 

Sep  p  15;  Nov  p  44 
Vintage  Violets,  Jan  p  34 

VIOLETS  ARE  MEANT  TO  BE  ENJOYED,  McGaha,  Sarah,  Jan  p  45 
VIOLETS  FOR  VIOLET  GROWERS,  Robinson,  Dr.,  Ralph,  May  p  54 
VIOLETS  IN  WINTER,  Beaver,  Ina,  Nov  p  49 
VIOLETS  ON  BROADWAY,  (1999  MAAVS  Convention).  Sep  p  18 
Water.  Jul  p  9 

Watering  methods,  Jan  p  16;  Mar  p  40;  Sep  p  17 
Website,  Mar  p  3 

WELL-TRAVELED  VIOLETS,  Adney,  John  G.,  Nov  p  18 

WHAT  DO  THOSE  NUMBERS  ON  THE  FER’HLIZER  LABEL  MEAN?,  Neal,  Dave,  Nov 
p  19 

WHAT  IS  WILD  ABOUT  OMAHA?,  Sep  p  5 

WHAT  MAKES  THIS  CLUB  SO  SUCCESSFUL?  -  THE  CEDAR  VALLEY  AFRICAN  VIO¬ 
LET  CLUB,  Pershing,  Barbara,  Jul  p  52 
WHAT’S  MY  PROBLEM?,  Stork,  Kent  &  Joyce,  Mar  p  6 
WHERE  THEY  ONCE  GREW,  Sep  p  54 
WHO  SAID  IT  WAS  EASY,  Geiss,  Don,  Jan  p  50 
WICK  WATERING,  Jul  p  24 
Window  Growing,  Nov  p  6 

WORDS  OF  CONVENTION  WISDOM,  Geiss,  Don,  Jul  p  42 


PETITE  BLARNEY  -  (Pittman),  Sep  p  37 
PINK  DOVE  -  (Sorano),  Nov  p  33 
PINK  SATIN  PILLOW  -  (Sorano),  Sep  p  33 
REBEL’S  BARBARA  -  (Bann),  May  p  33 
REBEL’S  CRANBERRY  CREME  -  (Bann),  Mar  p  32 
REBEL’S  CRESTED  ROBIN  -  (Bann),  Jan  p  36 
REVENGE  -  (Stork),  Jul  p  29 
RHAPSODIE  ANGELICA  -  (Holtkamp),  Mar  p  33 
RHAPSODIE  CLEMENTINE  -  (Holtkamp),  May  p  32 
RHAPSODIE  ROSE  -  (Holtkamp),  May  p  28 
ROB’S  BOOGIE  WOOGIE  -  (Robinson),  Jan  p  29 
ROB’S  CALYPSO  BEAT  -  (Robinson),  Nov  p  28 
ROB’S  CHERRY  SODA  -  (Robinson),  Jan  p  32 
ROB’S  COOL  FRUIT  -  (Robinson),  Sep  p  28 
ROB’S  HALLUCINATION  -  (Robinson),  Sep  cover 
ROB'S  HAND  PUPPET  -  (Robinson),  Jul  p  32 
ROB’S  HOT  FOOT  -  (Robinson),  Jan  p  40 
ROB’S  LILLI  PILLl  -  (Robinson),  Nov  cover 
ROB’S  TIPPY  TOE  -  (Robinson),  Mar  p  37 
ROB’S  WHIPPOORWILL  -  (Robinson),  Jul  p  28 
ROB'S  ZERO  GRAVITY  -  (Robinson),  Nov  p  36 
RODEO  COUNTRY  -  (J.  Munk),  Jan  p  33,  Jul  cover 
SAINTPAULIA  VELUTINA,  Nov  p  29 
SEDONA  -  (Stork),  May  p  29 

SINNINGIA  CARDINALIS  ‘REDCOAT’  HYBRID,  Nov  p  33 

SINNINGIA  PUSILLA  -  Jul  p  33 

SMITHIANTHA  ‘LITTLE  ONE’,  Mar  p  29 

SMOOCH  ME  -  (Stork),  Mar  p  36 

SNO  CAP  TRAIL  -  (Weynand),  May  p  37 

STAN’S  LEGACY  -  (Stancliff),  Mar  p  29 

STREPTOCARPUS  ‘  BLUEBERRY  MUFFIN’,  Sep  p  36 

STREPTOCARPUS  ‘LAVENDER  ROSETTE’,  Jul  p  36 

TIGER  -  (Fredette) ,  Jul  p  40 

TOMBOY  BLUE  -  (Pittman),  Jan  p  37 

ULTRA  VIOLET  SATURN  -  (Green  Circle),  Sep  p  28 

■WHITE  DEW  -  (Pittman) ,  Mar  p  33 

WINDMILL  -  (Stork),  Mar  p  32 
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NEW  FOR  2m! 

Winner,  Best  Commercial  Display 
at  1S99  AVSA  Convention  Show 

We  ship  during  winter 
We  sell  standards  too! 


NEW  AFRICAN  VIOLET  VARIETIES 


ROB’S  ARGYLE  SOCKS.  Large  dbl.  pink  stars  with  heavy  blue 
fantasy  streaks;  lovely,  yellow,  beige, and  green  Champion 
variegated  foliage;  constant  bloomer,  excellent  showplant; 
semiminiature 

ROB’S  ITTY  BITTY.  And  we  mean  it!  Loads  of  sdbl.  bright  pink 
semi-bells  over  very  dark,  pointed  foliage;  a  very  tiny  plant  (1  1/2" 
to  2")  that  might  be  frustrating  to  grow  for  some,  but  it  can  be 
spectacular;  a  real  micro-miniature 
ROB’S  LITTLE  PUEBLO.  Large  sdbl.  coral  stars  held  above  very 
dark,  red-backed  foliage;  a  constant  bloomer  that  makes  a  good 
showplant;  the  lovely  colors  will  make  this  popular;  semImIni 


ROB’S  MISS  SNIFFLES.  A  terrific  plant  that  is  certain  to  be  a 
favorite;  never-ending  masses  of  eye-catching  sdbl.  to  dbl.  white 
blooms  with  distinct,  irregular  red  edges;  heavy,  constant 
blooming  small  semlmlnl 

ROB’S  MISTER  SNEEZY.  Sdbl.  dbl.  light  to  medium  burgundy- 
red;  dark,  red-backed,  glossy  foliage;  heavy  bloomer;  small 
semimini 


.....plus  dozens  of  other  favorites,  including  the  Best  New  Cultivar 
at  1999  AVSA  Convention  ‘Rob’s  Hallucination’ 


NEW  STREPTOCARPUS  VARIETIES 

Our  own  hybrids.  All  are  spectacular,  constant,  and  heavy  bloomers.  They  are  extremely  easy  to  grow  and  bloom, 
even  in  windows.  Care  is  identical  to  violets.  Unless  noted  otherwise,  most  grow  in  4-5"  pots  when  mature. 


BRISTOL’S  BLUE  WATER.  We  displayed  this  at  shows  this  spring 
and  had  to  beat  back  the  customers!  Loads  of  med.  blue  blooms 
w/deeper  blue  lower  lips;  an  easy  grower  and  very  profuse  bloomer 
BRISTOL’S  DINGA  LING.  Sdbl.  white  blooms  w/dark  blue-purple 
streaks  on  lower  lobes;  a  heavy,  constant  bloomer 
BRISTOL’S  INK  BLOT.  Adorable,  nearly-black,  velvety  blooms 
w/tiny  yellow  eyes;  compact  grower 
BRISTOL’S  LILY  WHITE.  Sdbl.  nearly-pure  white  blooms  held  in 
masses  above  compact  foliage;  terrific  bloomer;  a  must-have  for 
those  wanting  white 

BRISTOL’S  PISH  POSH.  Lovely  white  blooms  w/round  pink-rayed 
eyes  in  center;  nice,  compact,  symmetrical  foliage;  pretty  plant 
and  easy  grower 


BRISTOL’S  STATIC  CHARGE.  Very  interesting  silver-purple 
blooms  w/dark  blue  rays  radiating  from  a  yellow  eye;  must  see  to 
believe;  sure  to  be  a  collectible 

MOM’S  PLANT.  Rescued  from  our  trash  by  Rob’s  mother,  this 
plant  spent  the  next  year  in  her  north  window  suffering  all  kinds 
of  the  worst  abuse  and  neglect.  Yet  it  never  was  without  dozens 
of  blooms  each  day  for  over  a  year!  We  were  convinced  -  this  is 
one  of  the  toughest,  best  blooming  streps  we’ve  grown  yet.  Oh 
...  the  blooms  are  light  blue  shaded  a  darker  blue-purple 


.plus  dozens  of  other  favorites 


NOT  JUST  MINIS!  WE  GROW  100’S  OF  STANDARD-SIZE  VARIETIES 

Besides  African  violets,  we  grow  a  good  selection  of  many  other  gesneriads 
We  also  offer  small-growing  Begonias,  Passiflora,  and  miniature  houseplants  for  containers 

PRICES:  $3.75  per  plant.  Please  add  $7  per  order  for  shipping  (beginning  April  15).  Winter  shipping  by  express  mail  only 
(call  us  for  details)  -  available  to  most  areas.  We  ship  anywhere  (internationally),  anytime,  safe-delivery  guaranteed! 

Special  offer:  10  different  plants  (our  choice)  $30  plus  shipping.  Club  project  and  wholesale  plants  at  discount  prices. 


Subscribe  to  “VioletsFun”  Photo  Journal! 

VioletsFun  is  an  exciting  new  journal  that  is  now  available.  In  addition  to  4  full-color  8  1/2"  X  11"  pages,  it  contains  cultural 
information,  reviews  of  latest  varieties,  interviews  with  leading  growers,  exhibitors  and  hybridizers,  and  reports  on  shows  we’ve  done 
or  seen.  It  is  our  way  of  sharing  our  mutual  love  of  African  violets  with  other  growers. 

VioletsFun  is  a  “diary”  of  our  own  experiences  with  growing  and  exhibiting  violets  and  will  be  published  bimonthly  at  a  cost  of  $10 
for  6  issues  ($12  outside  of  U.S.).  Subscriptions  placed  with  orders  of  $20  or  more  will  receive  one  free  plant!  You  need  not 
order  to  subscribe. 


SEND  $1  FOR  FULL-COLOR  CATALOG 
or  visit  our  web-site  at  www.robsviolet.com 

DR.  RALPH  (ROB)  &  OLiVE  MA  ROBINSON 
P.O.  BOX  9,  NAPLES,  NY  14512 


PHONE:  716-374-8592 
Shop  &  Greenhouse  open  daily,  12-5  p.m. 


New  Year  Greetings  From  All  The  Tinari’s 


^asteTcqr^ 


The  chill  wind  whispers  through  the  trees, 

And  winter  snow  in  glistening  white  appears. 

Starry  skies,  bright  moon  full  and  rounded. 

To  greet  the  millennium  unbounded. 

African  Violet  Accessories  Shipped  Promptly  The  Year  Round 
WE  ACCEPT  CREDIT  CARD  ORDERS 
PHONE  1-215-947-0144  •  FAX  1-215-947-2163 


y/Si4 


“AFRICAN  VIOLETS  GIFTS  FROM  NATURE” 

by  Melvin  J.  Robey 

Beautiful  new  book  contains  42  color  photos,  150  black  and  white, 
many  illustrations  and  charts.  Learn  how  to  identify  insect  problems 
and  gain  knowledge  on  how  to  select  the  proper  pesticide  for  erad¬ 
ication.  Detailed  chapters  on  proper  potting,  watering,  lighting, 
propagation,  hybridizing,  and  seed.  A  real  textbook  8  1/2"  x  1 1"  all 
you  ever  need  to  know  about  African  violets  at  your  fingertips. 
Truly  a  masterpiece  ...  $45.00  ppd. 


“INSECT  &  MITE  PESTS 
OF  AFRICAN  VIOLETS" 

A  factual  book  by  Dr.  Charles  Cole  relating  to  basic  principles  of  pest 
control.  Helps  you  to  be  proficient  in  detecting,  identifying  and 
controlling  pests  on  African  violets.  16  colorful  pictures  depicting 
insect  damage  on  plants,  pest  charts  and  table  of  measures  included 
$12.00  with  any  order,  separately  add  $1.95  po.stage. 


“GROWING  AFRICAN  VIOLETS  IN 
SOUTHERN  AFRICA” 

by  Joan  Halford 

A  fascinating  basic  method  promoting  every  facet  of  home  or 
greenhouse  growing.  Containing  33  color  photos,  over  100  vivid 
illustrations  displaying  how  to  propagate  cuttings,  hybridize  and 
grow  seed. 

Shown  are  leaf  and  blossom  types,  pests  and  eradication  methods, 
Texas  Potting  and  capillary  matting,  feeding,  watering  and  humidity 
requirements. 

An  excellent  glossary  and  index  provide  continuity  and  fundamen¬ 
tals  for  success  ...  $16.95  postpaid 

TABLETOP  ADJUSTABLE  FIXTURES 

This  tabletop  adjustable  fixture  is  available  in  two  sizes.  Fixture  • 

height  is  easily  adjusted  from  1"  to  24"  on  the  sturdy  1"  square  » 

welded  aluminum  legs.  White  aluminum  fixtures  complete  with 
wide  spectrum  tubes,  2-wire  cord  and  on/off  line  switch. 

MODEL  TT22()WS...TABLETOP  FIXTURE  with  2-20  watt  I 
Gro-Lux  Wide  spectrum  tubes.  24"  length  ...  $65.95  ppd. 

MODEL  TT240WS...TABLETOP  FIXTURE  with  2-40  watt 
Gro-Lux  wide  .spectrum  tubes.  38"  length  ...  $75.95  ppd. 


4-TRAY  LITE  STAND. ..Fabricated  from  1"  square  aluminum  tubing. 
They  are  easy  to  assemble  with  a  screwdriver.  These  stands  are  sturdy,  yet 
attractive.  The  unit  comes  complete  with  four  plastic  tan  trays  and  four 
double  light  fixtures  with  Gro-Lux  wide  spectrum  tubes.  The  .shelves  do  not 
adjust,  but  the  fixtures  are  easily  adjusted  with  the  new  slide  adjustment. 
Overall  .size  70"  high  x  26"  length  x  12"  depth.  Shipped  by  UPS  prepaid. 

4-Tray  Lite  Stand. ..Aluminum  finksh . $319.00  ppd. 

4-Tray  late  Stand...Bro\vn  finish . $339.00  ppd. 


DANDY  POTS 

DANDY  POT  ...  4",  16  ounce  transparent  reservoir  wick  planters  , 
made  of  fade  resistant  plastics,  simple  to  use  wick  watering  system. 
Easy  to  fill  reservoir  which  comes  apart  for  cleaning.  Available  in  green, 
lavender,  pink,  purple  and  white  ...  $6.99  with  any  order,  specify  color 

NEW  IDEAL!  .SQUATTY  4"  PLASTIC  POTS,  ..  comes  complete 
with  easy  detachable  matching  saucer,  available  in  white  or  green  ... 
69(»  each,  or  Special  of  6  for  $3.95,  with  any  order. 


TINARI  AFRICAN  VIOLET  GROWING  MEDIUM  -  Properly  blended  growing  medium  - 
the  same  used  in  our  greenhouse  operation,  pH  of  about  6.4,  packaged  ready  to  ship  in: 

12  Quart  Poly  Bag . Zone  0-1-2 . $12.95  ppd. 

12  Quart  Poly  Bag . Zone  3-4-5 . $13.95  ppd. 

12  Quart  Poly  Bag . Zone  6-7-8-9 . $14.95  ppd. 

(First  number  of  your  zip  code  indicates  you  should  use.) 


HANDCRAFTED  2-PIECE  SELF- WATERING  CERAMIC  POT 
STYLE  CSW-1 

\  Height  4-1/2"  overall 

Width  7”  overall 

Pot  Size  For  3"  or  4"  pots 

J  Pfitte  $14.95  ppd 

♦4u  /  STYLE  CSW-2 

Height  3-1/4"  overall 

Width  5-1/2"  overall 

Pot  Size  For  2-1/4“  or  3"  pots 

Price  $10.95  ppd 

STYLE  CSW-MINI 
(for  miniatures  &  semiminiatures) 

Height  3-1/4"  overall 

Width  4-3/4"  overall 

f'v'— Pot  Size  Minis 

V‘"~X  Pri*^^  ppd 

STYLE  CSW-MM  (Micromini) 

NEW  -  especially  for  Microminis 
Height  2-1/4" 

V^7  Width  3-1/2"  overall 

Price  $6.95  ppd 

2-piece  ceramic  self-watering  footed  pots.  Choose  from  20  sparkling  colors  in  deep 
lavender,  lilac,  Robin’s  egg  blue,  mint  green,  deep  blue,  pink,  sesame,  dark  green, 
gray,  and  white.  Attractive  violet  cluster  glazed  decal  decoration  on  both  sides.  (Please 
state  2nd  color  choice.)  These  pots  can  be  watered  from  side  holes  to  the  reservoir  or 
removed  to  refill  reservoir.  Helps  to  avoid  overwatering  and  very  convenient  for 
people  who  must  be  away  for  periods  of  time. 


CERAMIC  CONCH  SHELL 

Self-watering  2-piece  ceramic  conch  shell.  A  novel  way 
to  display  and  grow  your  most  beautiful  violets.  Shell 
mea.sures  8"  in  diameter.  4"  high,  suitable  for  2  1/2"  to  3" 
pot.  Available  in  four  sparkling  colors  with  Mother-Of- 
Pearl  overlay  ...  soft  shell  peach,  light  blue,  lilac  and 
white.  ...$14,95  ppd 


C. 


CERAMIC  AFRICAN  VIOLET  POT  -  4"  white  or  lilac  ceramic  pot  with  separate 
saucer  and  attractive  violet  decal.  Perfect  decorative  pot  for  your  African  violets 
$5.95  with  any  order. 


“SUCKER  PLUCKER”  -  tempered  steel  blades  -  SUCKER  PLUCKER 

straight  and  curved.  Sharp  edges  for  easy  plucking,  - - ...  -Fgpns*- 

natural  finish,  hardwood  handle  . . .  $3.49  each  ppd. 

“LEAF  DUSTER"  -  fan  shaped  brush  of  pure  natural 
bristle,  great  for  hairy  leaf  varieties  . . .  $4.95  each  ppd. 

SPECIAL:  One  of  each  .  .  .$7.95  ppd. 


LEAF  DUSTER^ 


G22A...COMPACT  LITE  STAND  -  2  Shelf  stand  is 
fabricated  from  1"  .square  aluminum  tubing,  easily 
assembled.  This  stand  is  a  sturdy,  attractive  propagating 
unit.  The  shelves  do  not  adju.st,  but  the  fixtures  are  easily 
adjusted  with  new  slide  adjustment.  Complete  with  trays, 
fixtures  and  2-20  watt  Gro-Lux  wide  spectrum  tubes. 
Overall  size  40"  high.  27"  long.  12"  deep.  Shipped  prepaid 
via  UPS  ...  $175.00  ppd 
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AVSA  Information 

FOR  CONDUCTING  BUSINESS  WITHIN  YOUR  SOCIETY 

FOR  ACCURATE  SERVICE,  SEND  YOUR  INQUIRIES  TO  THE  CORRECT  PERSON.  ALWAYS  INCLUDE  YOUR  NAME  AND  ADDRESS. 


MEMBERSHIP  DUES  INCREASE  EFFECTIVE  OCT.  1,  1999: 

Send  check  payable  to  AVSA  for  new  or  renewable  membership  to  AVSA  Office, 
2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702;  phone  409-839-4725.  Individual 
$20,  USA  only:  Individual,  all  other  countries  -  $22.50;  Commercial  USA  $32; 
Commercial  International  -  $33.75;  Life  (USA)  -  $275.  International  Life 
$325.00.  Remit  in  U.S.  Dollars  with  draft  or  check  on  a  USA  Bank.  See 
Membership  Application.  Master  CarcLWisa  accepted. 

AFFILIATES:  Chapter  -  $22.00;  Council,  State  or  Region  -  $22.00. 
MEMBERSHIP  AND  PROMOTION:  Send  ideas,  offers  to  help,  requests  for 
assistance  to  Anne  Tinari,  2325  Valley  Rd.,  Box  190,  Huntingdon  Valley,  PA 
19006.  ■ 

AFFILIATES:  For  informatioji  on  shows,  awards  or  how  to  organize  a 
chapter,  write  Bev  Pfom'ersberger,  17415  Charter  Pines  Dr.,  Monument, 
CO  80132.  E-mail  clubs@avsa.org 

SHOW  SCHEDULE  APPROVER:  Patricia  Sutton,  1707  S.  77  E  Ave.,  Tulsa, 
OK  74112.  E-mail  sutpa01@worldnet.att.net 

AVSA  OFFICE:  Jenny  Daugereau,  Administrative  Coordinator,  2375  North 
Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702,  1-800-770-AVSA;  409-839-4725;  FAX 
409-839-4329.  Hours:  Monday  -  Friday,  9:00  a.m.  -  5:30  p.m.  CST.  E-mail 
avsa@avsa.org 

BEST  VARIETIES:  HONOR  ROLL  COMPILER  Floyd  Lawson,  1100  W. 
Huntington  Drive,  Arcadia,  CA  91007. 

BOOSTER  FUND:  Send  contributions  to  Bill  Lyons,  38  Indian  Creek  Drive, 
Levittown,  PA  19057. 

BOYCE  EDENS  RESEARCH  FUND:  Send  contributions  to  Marlene  Buck, 
17235  N.  106th  Ave.,  Sun  City,  AZ  85373-1958. 

BUILDING  MAINTENANCE  FUND:  Send  contributions  to  Helen  Blanton,  622 
Riverside,  St.  Charles,  MO  63303. 

COMMERCIAL  ACTIVITIES:  Kent  Stork,  2501  E.  23rd  Ave.  S.,  Fremont,  NE 
68025. 

COMMERCIAL  SALES  &  EXHIBITS:  For  information  on  convention  entries 
or  sales  room,  contact  Pat  Richards,  15105  S.  Seminole  Dr.,  Olathe,  KS 
66062-3004. 

CONVENTION  AWARDS:  Jan.  issue.  Send  suggestions  or  contributions  for 
convention  awards  to  Linda  Golubski,  1416  A  Street,  Blue  Springs,  MO 
64015. 

CONVENTION  PROGRAM:  Send  special  requests  for  workshop  programs  or 
interesting  speakers  to  Linda  Owens,  Convention  Director,  1762  Stemwood 
Drive,  Columbus,  OH  43228.  If  interested  in  sponsoring  a  national  convention 
in  your  area,  contact  Convention  Director. 

FUTURE  CONVENTION  DATES:  Omaha,  NE  -  May  21-28,  2000,  Chicago, 
1L-May27-  June  3,  2001. 

CULTURE  FOLDERS:  (postpaid):  100  to  400  -  $9.00  per  100;  500  to  900 
$8.00  per  100;  1000  and  over  -  $6.00  per  100. 

SHORT  VERSION  OF  CULTURE  FOLDER:  (postpaid):  1,000  to  4,000 
$27.50  per  1,000;  5,000  to  9,000  -  $25.00  per  1,000;  10,000  and  over 
$23.50  per  1,000. 

JUDGE’S  DUPLICATE  CARD:  Send  self-addressed  stamped  envelope  to  Bill 
Foster,  3610  Gray  Dr.,  Mesquite,  TX  75150. 

JUDGING  SCHOOL:  To  register  a  judging  school,  send  request  to  Elinor 
Skelton,  3910  Larchwood  Rd.,  Falls  Church,  VA  22041.  A  registration  fee  of 
$  1 5  is  required. 


LIBRARY:  Order  AVSA  slide  programs  and  packets  from  AVSA  Office,  2375 
North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702.  List  in  July  issue.  If  you  have  ideas  for  a 
library  program  or  slides  to  donate,  write  Carolyn  Burr,  910  Almond  Hill  Ct, 
Manchester,  MO  63021-7004.  Email  carolnburr@aol.com. 

MAGAZINE:  Copyrighted  1999,  The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc.,  all 
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Dear  AVSA  Members, 

Well,  here  I  am  again.  I  am  beginning  to  understand  the  past 
president’s  claim  that  “letter  writing”  time  seems  to  come  more  often 
than  six  times  a  year!  It  is  always  a  pleasure  to  \’isit  with  you, 
although  visiting  with  you  in  person  would  be  much  nicer.  I  hope  to 
see  many  of  you  at  the  AVSA  convention  in  Omaha  in  May.  Joyce 
Stork,  Convention  Chair,  has  kept  me  informed  on  their  progress  and 
can  hardly  wait  to  “GO  WILD  IN  OMAHA”.  Send  your  registration  form  now,  if  you 
haven’t  already  done  so.  You  don’t  want  to  pay  that  late  registration  fee.  That  late  fee 
will  buy  you  several  new  varieties  of  African  violets.  You  also  need  to  make  your  hotel 
reservations  by  April  20. 

I  hate  to  keep  harping  on  membership  we  need  to  help  Anne  Tlnari,  our  member¬ 
ship  chair.  She  works  so  hard  and  we  need  to  do  eveiyThing  we  can  to  help  her  achie\’e 
her  goals.  We  are  gaining  some  new  members  but  not  enough  to  offset  the  ones  we 
are  losing.  Anne  challenges  each  AVSA  member  to  get  one  new  AVSA  member.  1  accept 
the  challenge... Won’t  you  join  me?  You  can  probably  find  someone  in  your  own  club 
that  you  can  either  persuade  to  take  a  membership,  or  present  them  one  as  a  gift,  to 
fulfill  you  challenge.  1  feel  that  every'  Affiliate  member  should  be  an  AVSA  member. 
My  club  offers  a  generous  cash  award  for  AVSA  Collection  winners.  Your  club  may  do 
the  same  thing,  but  you  can’t  even  tiy'  to  win  that  particular  award  if  you  are  not  an 
AVSA  member.  Anne  has  had  health  problems  for  the  past  year  and  it  hasn’t  slowed 
her  down  in  her  work  to  sign  up  new  members.  Please  show  your  appreciation  by 
accepting  her  challenge,  just  think.... if  each  of  us  would  do  this  we  could  double  our 
membership! 

Keep  feeding  your  Omaha  “kitty”.  We  will  visit  again  in  May. 


Bill  Foster 
AVSA  President 
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Ruth  Rumsey  •  2375  North  Street  •  Beaumont,  Texas  77702 
(409)  839-4725  •  email  rrumsey@earthlink.net 


Thanks  to  all  of  you  who  are  writing  articles  and  submit¬ 
ting  them  to  the  AVM.  Although  the  club  publications  are  a 
great  source  of  material,  I  do  like  original  submissions,  too! 

Our  plants  in  the  office  are  looking  good,  and  we  thank 
the  ladies  of  the  Beaumont  Club  for  all  they  do.  When  visitors 
enter  the  office,  the  first  thing  they  see  are  the  plant  stands, 
and  it  takes  them  a  while  to  move  along! 

We’re  already  getting  registrations  for  the  Omaha 
Convention,  and  remember  that  the  dates  are  May  2 1  -  May 
28.  If  you  haven’t  made  your  hotel  reservation  yet,  there  has 
been  a  change  in  the  number  that  appeared  in  the  January 
AVM.  For  reservations,  please  call  (402)  393-3950. 

I  have  recently  been  receiving  color  slides  from  hybridiz¬ 
ers,  and  want  to  thank  them  for  their  contributions.  Our 
AVSA  Official  Photographer,  Winston  J.  Goretsky,  takes 
most  of  the  other  slides  you  will  see  in  this  magazine.  We  are 
fortunate  that  Winston  lives  in  Canada  and  photographs  the 
entries  of  the  AVS  of  Canada  National  Show  each  year.  He 
shares  these  slides  with  us  so  we  can  see  what  is  winning  in 
their  country,  as  well  as  the  new  introductions  by  Canadian 
hybridizers.  Jenny  and  I  have  formed  lasting  friendships  with 
Winston  and  his  wife,  Laurel,  and  are  hoping  they  bring 
their  daughter,  Emily  Denise  (born  in  December  1999)  to 
the  AVSA  Convention  in  Omaha. 

Thanks  to  our  friend  Don  Geiss  for  the  article,  “How  Do 
You  Water  Your  African  Violets?”  (page  42).  As  a  member  of 
an  AV  online  group,  Don  has  the  ability  to  reach  many  peo¬ 
ple.  Through  an  informal  poll  of  this  group  he  was  able  to 
provide  us  with  input  from  an  interesting  cross-section  of 
African  violet  growers. 

It’s  time  for  the  first  installment  of  our  “Regional 
Reviews”,  compiled  by  “Thinking  Small”  columnist,  Pat 
Richards.  This  time  we  have  contributors  from  across  the 
United  States  and  as  far  away  as  Australia.  The  second 
installment  will  be  in  the  May  AVM. 


On  page  52  please  take  a  moment  to  read  the  mes¬ 
sage  to  all  club  Publicity  Chairmen  concerning  the 
deadline  dates  for  your  Coming  Event  notices.  I  know 
that  local  shows  and  sales  are  very  important  to  our  affiliated 
clubs,  so  I  changed  these  dates,  giving  publicity  chairs  an 
extra  month  to  get  the  notices  to  me.  I  realized  that  with  the 
deadlines  so  far  in  advance,  it  was  often  difficult  to  firm  up  all 
show  arrangements,  or  make  other  plans  due  to  weather,  etc. 
These  new  deadlines  dates  are  FIRM,  and  THERE  WILL 
BE  NO  EXCEPTIONS.  To  assure  that  your  notice  appears  in 
the  correct  issue  of  the  AVM,  I  must  receive  it  by  the  deadline 
date.  By  these  dates,  the  production  of  the  AVM  is  well  under 
way,  and  I  cannot  continue  to  add  to  the  list  of  events. 

I  sincerely  appreciate  your  cooperation  in  this  matter. 

Our  spring  shows  give  all  of  our  affiliated  clubs  the 
opportunity  to  make  growers  aware  of  AVSA.  All  plant  soci¬ 
eties  are  experiencing  problems  with  membership  growth, 
and  AVSA  is  no  exception.  Remember  that  back  issues  of  the 
AVM  are  provided  to  our  clubs  for  the  cost  of  shipping,  and 
make  an  excellent  handout  at  your  show.  I  also  suggest  that 
your  club  invest  in  a  stack  of  the  AVSA  Culture  Folders,  avail¬ 
able  through  the  Beaumont  office.  These  make  a  nice  accom¬ 
paniment  to  that  newly  purchased  violet! 

Club  members  wanting  to  know  if  they  can  utilize  infor¬ 
mation  from  the  AVM  as  handouts  during  their  spring  shows 
have  contacted  me  quite  a  bit  lately.  Of  course  you  may!  You 
may  photocopy  an  informative  article  and  provide  it  as  part 
of  your  Educational  Display,  or  just  to  provide  information  to 
interested  parties.  Have  your  Publicity  Chairman  contact  me 
and  I  will  be  glad  to  send  him/her  a  small  article  on  the 
history  of  AVSA  and  color  slides  for  your  local  or  regional 
newspapers. 

We’ve  found  that  on  both  a  local  and  national  level 
newspapers  are  very  successful  in  attracting  new  members 
for  affiliated  clubs  and  AVSA. 


Thanks  From  A(/SA 


AVSA  thanks  everyone  for  their  participation  in  donating 
awards  to  the  Omaha  2000  Convention.  This  year  there  will  be 
enough  funds  available  to  give  every  class  an  award.  You  truly 
have  made  my  job  simple  this  year! 

Now  having  said  that,  I'd  like  to  ask  you  to  think  forward 
to  Chicago  in  2001.  We  are  now  accepting  awards  for  that 
convention. 

Please  remember  the  change  that  was  voted  on  by  the 
Board  of  Directors  last  year  that  is  to  take  effect  with  the 


Chicago  Convention  pertaining  to  specific  varieties.  If  you  wish 
to  donate  an  award  for  a  specific  variety,  your  award  must  reach 
the  AVSA  Awards  Chairman  by  July  15,  2000.  All  of  the  speci¬ 
fied  varieties  will  be  listed  in  the  September/October  2000  issue 
of  the  AVM. 

Please  send  your  awards  made  payable  to  AVSA 
Convention  Fund  and  send  them  to:  Mrs.  Linda  L.  Golubski, 
1416  N.  W.  A  Street,  Blue  Springs,  MO  64015,  816-229-2051, 
golubski@kc.net 


4  African  Violet  Mazagine 


March  •  April  2000 


Jenny  Daugereau  •  AVSA  Office  Administrative  Coordinator 

2375  North  St. 

Beaumont,  TX  77702  (409)  839-4725 

avsa@earthlink.net  (800)  770-2872 


I  truly  hope  that  the  New  Year  has  found  eveiy^one 
healthy  and  happy.  All  is  well  here  at  the  AVSA  office.  The 
Y2K  bug  didn’t  bite  any  of  us,  thanks  to  our  new  and  updat¬ 
ed  computer  system.  On  returning  from  the  New  Year  Holiday 
we  found  our  system  healthy  and  running  bug  free. 

I  would  like  to  thank  all  of  you  for  your  donations  to  help 
purchase  the  new  copy  machine.  A  very  special  thanks  goes 
to  The  Lone  Star  AV  Council  for  their  very  generous  donation. 
We  at  the  AVSA  office  really  appreciate  our  members.  You 
always  come  through  when  we  need  you.  Thanks! 


Convention  time  is  quickly  approaching.  Please  remem¬ 
ber  that  each  person  needs  to  fill  out  a  separate  form  when 
registering.  Remember,  if  you  want  to  sit  together  for  meals, 
make  sure  you  send  registration  forms  in  the  same 
envelope. 

Tdke  advantage  of  your  convention  in  Omaha,  by  enjoy¬ 
ing  some  of  the  local  sites.  Our  tours  will  help  you  do  just 
that.  The  Hemy  Doorly  Zoo  is  definitely  on  my  To  Do  List. 
Let’s  just  all  “Go  Wild”  in  Omaha  and  have  a  great  time.  Hope 
to  see  you  there. 


Attention  Affiliates 

Affiliates  please  make  note  that  our 
Liability  Insurance  carrier  has  changed. 

You  may  contact  them  for  your  insurance  certificates  by  writing 

Accord  Insurance 

580  N  4th  St.  Ste  400  •  Columbus,  OH  4321 5-2106 
Attention:  Tracy  Heise  or  call  them  at  614-228-5565. 


This  is  our  third  annual  luncheon  auction  and  first  silent 
auction  of  violet  related  items,  craft  items,  growing  products 
and  donated  plants  from  hybridizers  and  commercials.  We 
need  the  help  of  our  members,  affiliates,  hybridizers  and 
commercials  to  make  this  auction  a  success.  All  monies 
raised  will  be  used  in  several  areas  to  benefit  all  of  AVSA. 

So  far  we  have  received  an  afghan,  a  doll  from  director 
Alice  Easter  and  Christmas  ornament  from  the  Rhyn  Rivit 
Collection  from  Pat  Richards 


Your  help  will  make  this  a  great  success.  Anyone  mak¬ 
ing  a  donation  will  receive  special  notice.  Remember  you 
must  attend  the  luncheon  in  order  to  attend  the  auction. 
Won't  you  join  us? 

Please  let  Edna  Rourke  know  if  you  will  be  donating  any 
items.  A  description  of  the  item  should  be  included  with  your 
notice. 

Edna  Rourke,  99  Old  Stratford  Road,  Shelton,  CT 
06484-6129,  (203)  926-9716,  email  Apapillon@aol.com 
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AVSA  BOOSTER  FUND 

Bill  Lyons  •  38  Indian  Creek  Drive  •  Levittown,  PA  19057 
CONTRIBUTIONS  1  AUGUST  TO  30  NOVEMBER  1999 


Cynthia  Crater,  Colorado  Springs,  CO . $5.00 

Mrs.  Yumiko  Matunaga,  Tokyo,  Japan . 30.00 

Mr.  Yutaka  Nagasawa,  Tokyo,  Japan . 30.00 

Mr.  Seiji  Sakuma,  Tokyo,  Japan . .  .  30.00 

Danville  AVS,  Danville,  VA . 3.00 

Tracy  Wang,  Thipei,  Ihiwan . 50 

Barbara  Smatusek,  Cranbury,  NJ . 5.00 

Thelma  Heinrich,  Cave  Creek,  AZ . 5.00 

Joanne  Baker-Pruner,  Pasadena,  MD . 10.00 

AVC  of  Morris  County,  Morristown,  NJ . 10.00 

Jane  RexiJius,  Houston,  TX . 25.00 

In  memory  of  Floyd  Wright,  husband  of  Fish  Wright 
Apply  to  the  new  copier  fund 

Janet  Whitfield,  Upper  Marlboro,  MD . 1.00 

J.D.  Vondenstein,  Gueydan,  LA . 1.00 

Patricia  Pmett,  Lees  Summit,  MO . 1.00 

Jane  RexiJius,  Houston,  TX . 25.00 

In  memory  of  Jack  Duncan,  father  of  Meredith  Hall 
Apply  to  the  qjfice  copier  find 

Frances  Olson,  Rush  City,  MN . .  .  10.00 

Annie  Belle  Perry,  Trenton,  NJ . .  10.00 

Charles  &  Esther  Edwards  Wells,  Libeity,  MO.  ......  25.00 

In  memory  ofMerodith  Hall’s father.  Jack  Duncan 

Lone  Star  AV  Council  of  Texas .  2,773.91 

Apply  toward  copy  machine  and 
yearly  maintenance  corWact 

Bill  &  Paula  Foster,  Mesquite,  TX . 25.00 

In  memory  of  Jack  Duncan,  Meredith  Hall’s father 

Sho-Me  AVC,  Kansas  City,  MO . 10.00 

In fond  memory  of  Kitty  Julian. 

Meredith  Hall,  Houston,  TX . 25.00 

In  memory  of  Floyd  Wright  husband  of  Fish  Wright 

Yvonne  Ozio,  Morgan  City,  LA . 20.00 

In  memory  of  Meredith  Hall’s father’.  Jack  Duncan 

Ohio  State  AVS,  Columbus,  OH . 50.00 

In fond  memory  off or-mer  AVSA  President  Gene  Gardner. 
Apply  to  copy  machine fund  and  maintenance  contract 

Northern  California  Council  of  AVS . 25.00 

Jane  RexiJlius,  Houston,  TX . 25.00 

In  memory  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  Nabers,  Sr, 
parents  ojjohn  Nabers,  Jr. 

Jane  RexiJJius,  Houston,  TX . 25.00 

In  reminsence  of  Charles  L.  Wells,  father  of  Charles  Wells 

Gail  Podany,  Minnetonka,  MN . 10.00 

Brenda  Brasfield,  Olive  Branch,  MS . 10.00 

Diane  Adamo,  Long  Beach,  NY . 5.00 


Granada  Hills  AVS,  North  Hills,  CA . $10.00 

In  memory  of  Don  Blancher,  longtime  F-easurer 
of  our  Club 

Trish  Wright,  Houston,  TX  .  .  . . 10.00 

In  memory  of  Meredith  Hall’s father,  Jack  Duncan 
Cen-Tex  Rainbow  AVC,  Copperas  Cove  &  Killeen,  TX  .  .  10.00 
Apply  to  copier  machine  yearly  maintenance  contract 

Meredith  Hall,  Houston,  TX . 25.00 

In  memory  of  Charles  Wells  father,  Charles  L.  Wells 

African  Violet  Study  Club,  Houston,  TX .  384.78 

Club  disbanded.  Apply  to  copy  machine find 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  Ramser,  Wichita  Falls,  TX . 10.00 

In  memory  of  Charles  L.  Wells,  father  of  Charles  Wells 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  Ramser,  Wichita  Falls,  TX . 10.00 

In  memory  of  Jack  Duncan,  Meredith  Hall’s father 

Claude  Morrissetti,  Brookfield,  CT . 5.00 

Patricia  Smouse,  Flintstone,  MD . 20.00 

Mark  C.  Bander,  Dewitt,  MI  . . 20.00 

Cathy  Baumgardner,  San  Antonio,  TX . 10.00 

To  help  dfr’ay  copier  maintenance  contract 

Lillian  Pullman,  Philadelphia,  PA. . 5.00 

Yvonne  Ozio,  Morgan  City,  LA . . . 25.00 

In  memory  of  Paula  Foster’s  mother,  Sarah  Wilson 

Lucinda  Muni,  Wyckoff,  NJ . 5.00 

Ralph  Mancusi,  Orange  Park,  FL . 3.00 

Verna  Pickren,  Wichita  Falls,  TX  .  .  . . 5.00 

In  remembrance  of  Lois  Collar,  mother  of 
Joanie  Sleeper.  Apply  toward  copier  fund 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  Ramser,  Wichita  Falls,  TX . 10.00 

In  memory  of  Joan  Sleeper’s  mother,  Lois  Collar 
Apply  toward  copier  maintenance fund 

First  AVS  of  Wichita  Falls,  TX . 1 7.50 

In  memory  of  Lois  Collar’,  mother  of  Joanie  Sleeper. 

Apply  to  the  copier  maintenance  contract 

Marcia  Rich,  Livonia,  MI . 10.00 

Jack  Record,  North  Bay,  NY  .  . . .  . . 10.00 

Papathi  D/0  Marimoto,  Singapore  .  . . 8.00 

Julia  Schwartz,  Sioux  Falls,  SD  .  .  .  . . 15.00 

In  loving  memory  of  my  grandmother,  Mary  Shinn 

Margaret  Adair,  Duluth,  GA  .....  . . 5.00 

Technology  Upgrade  Account 

AVS  Springfield,  Delaware  County,  PA . 50.00 

In  beloved  memory  of  Esther  Kryst  -  ape  feet 
African  violet  lover  ‘n  grower 

Shirley  Berger,  Sebring,  FL . . . 10.00 

Total: . $3,923.69 
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Affiliate  Update 

Bev  Promersberger  -  Affiliate  Committee 
17415  Charter  Pines  Drive 
Monument,  CO  80132 

clubs@avsa.org 


Congratulations  and  welcome  Do  you  live  in  Southeast  New  Mexico?  If  you  are  looking 

to  the  following  new  affiliates:  for  a  club,  the  following  may  be  just  for  you.  Contact: 


Heartland  African  Violet  and  Gesneriad  Society 
President  -  George  Gay 
677  Westvaco  Road 
Wickliffe,  KY  42087-9000 

West  Texas  African  Violet  Society 
President  -  Marge  Savage 
304  Stutz  Drive 
Midland,  TX  79705-4928 
(915)  699-4296 
savagetom@juno.com 
Meets  at:  Barnes  Noble 
Third  Saturday  each  month,  3:00  p.m. 


Donna  Bailey 
1006  Painted  Pony  Lane 
Aitesia,  New  Mexico  88210 
(505)  746-8664 

donnab@pvtnetworks,net 

If  you  ha\’en’t  found  a  club  in  your  area,  please  contact 
me  to  see  if  someone  else  in  your  area  is  looking  for  a  person 
to  help  start  a  local  club.  Or,  maybe  you  would  like  to  start 
one  yourself.  We  have  a  starter  packet  and  advice  that  stays 
with  you  until  you  are  established.  You  can  request  this 
packet  or  any  other  information  by  writing  or  e-mailing  me 
at  the  addresses  listed  at  the  beginning  of  this  column. 


AVSA  Budding  Maintenance  Fund 

Donations  received  from  OCTOBER  1,  1999  to  NOVEMBER  30,  1999 

Helen  Blanton  • 

622  Riverside  Drive  •  St.  Charles,  MO  63304 

Bergen  Co.  AVS,  Woodridge,  N] . 

. $25.00 

Joyce  Williams,  Sioux  City,  lA . 

. $5.00 

In  Lieu  of  speaker  fee  Bill  Leuesches 

Diane  Adamo,  Long  Beach,  NY . 

. 5.00 

Bergen  Co.  AVS,  Woodridge  NJ . 

. 25.00 

Gail  Podany,  Minnetonka,  MN . 

. 10.00 

Delta  Gesneriad  and  AV  Society,  Sacramento,  CA . 

. 25.00 

Ventura  Co.  AVS,  Ventura,  CA . 

. 50.00 

Diablo  Valley  AV  Growers,  Concord,  CA . 

. 50.00 

Elizabeth  Roth,  Wallingford,  P.A . 

. 5.00 

Northern  CA  Council  of  AV  Society,  Sacramento,  CA.  .  . 

Anne  Stevenson.  Roswell,  NM . 

. 2.00 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bill  Foster,  Mesquite,  TX . 

. 25.00 

Mark  Bander,  Dewitt,  MI . 

. 20.00 

In  memory  of  Charles  L.  Wells 

Ralph  Mancusi,  Orange  Park,  FL . 

. 2.00 

Margaret  Adair,  Duluth,  GA . 

. 5.00 

Shirley  Killpatrick,  Largo,  FL . 

. 5.00 

Marcia  Rich,  Livonia,  Ml . 

. 10.00 

Lillian  Pullman,  Philadelphia,  PA . 

. 5.00 

Jack  Record,  North  Bay,  NY . 

. 10.00 

Lucinda  Muni,  Wyckoff,  NJ . 

. 5.00 

Papathi  D/0  Marimota,  Singapore . 

. 8.00 

Mildred  Ockey,  Long  Beach,  NY . 

. 10.00 

Total . 

. $332.00 

LAST  CHANCE  FOR  THE  2000  OMAHA  CONVENTION 

All  awarcis  received  by  February  15,  2()()(), 
will  be  published  in  the  2()()()  Omaha  Cc:)nvention  Souvenir  Book. 

All  awards  received  after  that  date  w  ill  be  held  over  for  the 
2001  Chicago  Convention.  Hurry  ...  and  get  your  awards  in  now'! 

Please  make  your  checks  payable  to  AVSA  Convention  Fund  and  mail  them  to: 

Mrs.  Linda  L.  Golubski  -  AVSA  Awarcis  Chairman 
1416  N.  W.  A  Street  •  Blue  Springs,  MO  64015 
(816)  229-2051  after  6:00  P.M. 
golubski@kc.net 
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Dr.  Jeff  Smith 

The  Indiana  Academy 
Ball  State  University 

Muncie,  IN  47306 
06JLSmith@BSUVCBSU.EDU 


Spring  is  the  time  of  year  when  many  of  us  think  about 
our  gardens  and  purchasing  new  plants  for  the  season 
ahead.  Its  also  the  time  when  the  weather  starts  to  become 
warm  enough  for  shipping  African  violet  leaves.  As  you  look 
over  the  catalogs  from  vendors  and  are  making  out  your 
shopping  list,  why  not  include  something  “new”.  For  exam¬ 
ple,  if  you’ve  not  grown  trailers  before,  include  one  or  two 
on  your  list.  If  you’ve  not  tried  a  “yellow”  since  they  first 
came  out,  select  one  of  the  newer  yellow  cultivars  for  a  trial. 
If  you’ve  heard  about  mosaic  variegated  foliage,  but  don’t 
grow  any  plants  with  this  trait,  see  if  you  can  locate  one  to 
try.  Include  a  few  of  these  different  plants  on  your  substitute 
list.  The  vendor  will  appreciate  your  ideas  and  who  knows, 
you  might  find  a  new  kind  of  African  violet  to  love. 


A:  Both  wasp-shaped  flowers  and  bustled  foliage  are 
dominant  traits.  I  would  expect  that  most,  if  not  all  of  the 
offspring,  should  have  these  traits. 

Q:  Why  do  individual Jlowers  oj  some  plants,  particu¬ 
larly  those  with  colored  edges,  change  color  so  much  Jtom 
one  blooming  period  to  another? 

A;  Some  flower  color  traits,  such  as  colored  edges  or  the 
thumb-print  pattern,  are  dependent  on  temperature  for  their 
expression.  If  the  temperature  changes,  the  amount  of  pig¬ 
ment  that  is  made  will  change  and  the  resulting  flower  may 
have  more  or  less  color  than  it  did  before.  The  best  way  to 
avoid  this  is  to  grow  the  plants  in  as  stable  a  condition  as 
possible. 


Q:  Over  the  years  that  hybridizers  have  been  working 
with  African  violets,  have  the  cultivated  plants  become 
different  in  their  metabolisms  as  compared  to  the  wild 
species  plants? 

A:  If  African  violet  metabolism  has  changed  over  the 
years,  it  has  been  the  result  of  an  accidental  selection 
process  rather  than  an  intentional  one.  Growers  of  the 
species  will  relate  that  the  species  do  have  different  growing 
requirements  as  compared  to  their  cultivated  descendents. 
However,  I  suspect  the  differences  are  more  due  to  tempera¬ 
ture  differences  than  anything  else.  Some  of  the  species 
plants  are  adapted  to  higher  elevations  and  perform  best  at 
cooler  temperatures.  1  have  noted,  however,  that  some  of  the 
species  such  as  Saintpaulia  rupicola  are  more  sensitive  to 
leaf  damage  from  sprays  than  most  cultivars.  It  is  not  known 
if  this  is  due  to  a  metabolic  difference  or  a  structural 
difference  in  their  leaves. 

Q;  If  I  cross  two  plants  with  wasp Jlowers  arid  bustled 
foliage  together',  what  will  the  offspring  look  like? 


Q:  How  are  green  and  red  stems  inherited? 

A:  By  stems,  I  assume  you  mean  the  leaf  petioles.  The 
red  coloration  is  caused  by  the  same  gene  that  puts  red 
backing  on  leaves.  Red  is  the  genetic  dominant  and  green  is 
the  recessive. 

Q:  What  is  modified  girl  foliage? 

A:  This  is  a  hybridizer’s  description  of  a  type  of  African 
violet  leaf  that  is  similar,  but  somewhat  different  from  regu¬ 
lar  girl  foliage.  Most  of  the  cultivars  I’ve  seen  with  this  trait 
don’t  have  as  pronounced  a  white  dot  at  the  base  of  the  peti¬ 
ole  where  the  leaf  joins  the  leaf  blade.  The  leaves  are  flatter 
and  don’t  tend  to  curl  as  much  around  the  edges.  Overall, 
the  modified  girl  foliage  trait  tends  to  behave  better  for  shap¬ 
ing  for  show  and  some  very  nice  plants  can  be  grown  with 
this  leaf  trait. 

Q:  Why  do  plants  that  are  grown  cooler  have  more 
intense  fower  colors  than  the  same  plant  grown  under 
warmer  conditions? 
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A:  This  is  more  a  cultural  question  than  a  genetic  one, 
but  the  explanation  lies  in  the  genetics  of  the  plant.  The 
ability  to  make  flower  pigments  is  controlled  by  genetic  traits 
called  genes.  Each  gene  makes  an  enzyme,  a  biological 
protein  catalyst  that  converts  chemicals  in  cells  into  flower 
pigments.  The  amount  of  pigment  produced  will  often  affect 
the  intensity  of  the  flower’s  color.  When  plants  are  grown 
cool,  the  metabolism  of  the  cells  slow  down.  It  takes  a  longer 
period  of  time  for  the  flowers  to  mature  and  open.  During 
that  time,  the  enzymes  continue  to  make  flower  pigments. 
This  delay  in  flower  maturation  may  permit  more  pigments 


to  be  made  and  stored  in  the  cells,  resulting  in  flowers  with 
more  pigmentation. 

Q:  What  new  Jlower  color  would  you  like  to  see 
developed  on  African  violets? 

A:  1  would  like  to  see  pumpkin  orange  flowers  over  dark 
shiny  foliage.  I’ve  seen  some  hints  of  orange  coloration  in 
some  of  the  yellow  cultivars,  but  the  color  is  presented  in 
specks  and  spots.  This  may  indicate  that  an  orange 
coloration  is  possible,  but  getting  the  color  evenly  distributed 
over  the  entire  flower  may  be  a  long  way  off. 


ssssssrjssr^sggrjssssr^^^ 


NOTICE  OF  PROPOSED 
AMENDMENTS 
TO  AVSA  BYLAWS 


NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN  of  the  following  proposed 
amendments  to  AVSA  Bylaws,  to  be  voted  on  at  the  AVSA 
2000  Annual  Convention  at  Omaha,  NE: 

ARTICLE  III 

Section  2  e  -  Change  language  describing  an  “Honorar>' 
Life  Member”  (Rationale:  To  more  accurately  define  an 
Honorary  Life  Member).  Change  second  sentence  from 
“An  Honorary  Life  Membership  may  be  given  by  the 
Society  to  a  person  for  outstanding  services.  ”  to  "An 
Honorary  Life  Member  shall  be  a  person  given  a  life 
membership  for  outstanding  sendees. ’’ 

ARTICLE  VII 

Section  4  -  Delete  “office  manager”  and  insert  “administra¬ 
tive  coordinator”  (to  conform  to  terminolog>'  already  in 
effect  in  the  AVSA  management  office) 

ARTICLE  X 

Section  2  -  Strike  the  paragraph  and  insert  in  place  thereof: 
“OTHER  COMMITTEES:  Such  other 
committees,  standing  or  special,  shall 
be  appointed  by  the  President  as  the 
Society  or  the  Executive  Committee 
shall  from  time  to  time  deem 
necessary  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the 
Society.  The  President  shall  be  ex  offi¬ 
cio  a  member  of  all  committees  except 
the  Nominating  Committee.”  (To 
provide  easily  for  appointment  of 
either  standing  or  special  committees.) 


The  following  clerical  changes: 

ARTICLE  II 

Section  2  -  First  sentence:  Add  a  comma  after  the  word 
“purposes” 

ARTICLE  III 

Section  2  -  a,b,c,h  -  Delete  “who  shall  be” 

Section  2  -  f,g  -  Delete  “which  shall  be”  and  delete  “the” 
before  AVSA 

Section  4  -  Second  sentence,  add  a  comma  after  the  word 
“meetings” 

ARTICLE  IV 

Section  1  -  Paragraphs  a,  b,  c,  d,  e  and  f  -  Delete  the  “who” 
at  the  beginning  of  each  paragraph 

ARTICLE  VII 

Section  1  -  Second  sentence  -  delete  the  comma  after 
“Otherwise” 

Section  4  -  Delete  “office  manager”  and  insert  “administra¬ 
tive  coordinator”  (to  conform  to  terminolog>'  already  in 
effect  in  the  AVSA  management  office) 

ARTICLE  IX 

Section  3  -  Second  sentence  -  delete  “for”  after  the  word 
“provide”,  and  delete  the  comma  after  the  word  “year” 

Maiy'  Lou  Harden,  Chair,  Bylaws  Committee 
Committee  Members:  fanet  Riemer,  Iris  Keating,  Doreen  G. 
Lay,  lackie  fones,  Mary  Boland 
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Kent  &  Joyce  Stork 
2501  East  23rd  Ave.  S 
Fremont,  NE  68025 


what  one  bit  of  knowledge  separates 
truly  beginning  violet  growers  from  accom¬ 
plished  growers?  There  may  be  some  argu¬ 
ment,  but  we  think  that  recognizing  a  sucker 
would  be  at  the  top  of  the  list. 

If  you  are  asking,  “What  is  a  sucker?” 
you  need  to  keep  reading! 

A  sucker  is  the  shoot  of  a  new  plant 
which  forms  at  the  base  of  mature  African 
violets  (as  well  as  many  other  plants)  or 
between  the  leaf  nodes.  It  may  be  left  to  grow 
there,  perhaps  competing  with  the  mother 
plant  for  space,  or  it  may  be  removed,  possi¬ 
bly  to  a  new  pot.  Suckers  can  be  valuable  or 
destructive,  depending  on  the  situation.  It 
pays  to  understand  them! 

Isn’t  there  a  nicer  name? 

Somehow  the  word  ‘sucker’  seems  some¬ 
what  rude  today.  It  is,  however,  a  name  com¬ 
monly  used  by  horticulturalists  to  describe 
side-shoots  of  plants.  Once  removed,  the 
small  plantlets  might  be  called  ‘propagules’ 
instead,  if  you  wish  for  a  loftier  term. 

Where  does  the  word  come  from? 
Perhaps  it  is  derived  from  the  term  used  to 
describe  infant  mammals:  suckling.  It  may 
also  suggest  that  the  side-shoot  is  drawing 
nutrients  and  moisture  away  from  the  parent 
plant. 

Recognizing  a  sucker 

Spotting  a  sucker  early  and  managing  it 
correctly  are  keys  to  keeping  your  violets  in 
perfect  condition.  Please  note  that  good 
growers  expect  their  violets  to  have  one  cen¬ 
ter  crown  of  growth  with  a  perfectly  symmet¬ 


rical  ‘wheel’  of  foliage  forming  around  that 
center.  In  AVSA  shows,  all  violets,  except 
trailers  and  species,  must  have  only  one 
crown.  Any  suckers  or  secondary  crowns 
that  are  present  will  eliminate  a  violet  from 
consideration  for  ribbon  placement. 

Suckers  may  show  up  either  at  the  very 
base  of  the  plant,  apparently  growing  from 
the  root  area,  or  in  the  leaf  axils.  When  a  vio¬ 
let  sucker  first  develops,  it  will  have  an  infin¬ 
itesimally  small  tuft  of  two  leaves.  Newly 
forming  flower  buds  will  have  almost  the 
same  appearance  at  this  stage.  As  the  leaves 
begin  to  swell,  there  will  be  a  clear  opposition 
of  two  leaves.  Flower  stems  also  may  some¬ 
times  have  two  opposite  leaves,  before  the 
bud  is  apparent,  which  are  called  ‘wing 
leaves’.  Therefore,  at  these  early  stages,  it  is 
best  not  to  remove  the  extra  growth  because, 
by  doing  so,  a  bud  stem  could  be  accidental¬ 
ly  removed  instead. 

Once  a  second  pair  of  leaves  appears, 
four  total,  you  may  be  certain  that  a  sucker  is 
forming.  At  this  point  you  should  make  a 
decision.  Should  this  sucker  be  removed  to 
propagate,  removed  and  destroyed,  or  left  to 
grow?  If  you  delay  that  decision  for  a  few 
weeks,  your  parent  violet  may  begin  to 
change  its  appearance.  But  delay  it  for  a  few 
months,  and  the  symmetry  will  be  gone. 
Your  plant  will  be  a  bushy  tangle  of  leaves 
going  in  all  directions.  There  will  be  major 
work  repotting  and  restoring  the  parent  to  its 
former  beauty. 

This  is  a  good  spot  to  mention  an  oddity 
in  African  violets.  'Very  rarely,  some  varieties 
form  tiny  growths  with  four  or  more  leaves 
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right  where  the  wing  leaves  normally  would  develop  on  the 
flower  stem.  These  are  called  ‘baskets’.  In  effect,  they  are 
much  like  suckers  except  that  they  are  not  tucked  down  into 
the  leaf  axils,  but  are  held  up  higher  above  the  foliage  and 
just  below  the  flowers.  Not  surprisingly,  baskets  may  be 
planted  to  grow,  just  as  any  other  sucker  could  be.  The  truly 
odd  thing,  is  that  they  will  not  distort  the  symmetry  of  a  vio¬ 
let,  since  they  do  not  increase  their  size  on  the  flower  stem. 
Baskets  are  not  considered  secondary  crowns. 

Why  keep  a  sucker? 

There  are  occasions  when  suckers  are  allowed  to  grow, 
rather  than  being  removed.  One  such  time  is  when  the  violet 
is  a  trailer.  Trailers  are  not  considered  ‘legal’  until  they  have 
at  least  three  crowns.  Trailers  which  are  shown  in  competi¬ 
tion  frequently  have  more  crowns  than  can  be  counted. 
These  varieties  develop  crowns  easily  and  in  that  process 
take  on  a  lovely  form.  All  crowns  bloom  freely  and  no  crown 
seems  to  be  weakened  by  the  presence  of  the  other  crowns. 
The  person  who  developed  the  variety  is  responsible  for  iden¬ 
tifying  that  hybrid  as  a  trailing  type.  Often  the  word  “trail” 
will  be  a  part  of  its  official  name. 

A  grower  might  also  encourage  suckers  to  grow  on  their 
chimera  hybrids.  This  is  a  unique  group  of  violets  that  have 
a  distinctive  stripe  down  the  center  of  each  petal  lobe 
creating  a  pinwheel  effect.  Chimeras  are  colored  that  way 
because  they  have  two  distinct  sets  of  genes  rather  than  just 
one  set.  They  are  actually  a  combination  of  two  violets, 
growing  and  blooming  as  one.  In  Greek  mytholog}\  a 
chimera  was  a  monster,  but  in  African  violets  it  is  certainly 
not  frightening. 

So  why  save  suckers  of  chimeras?  So  that  you  can  prop¬ 
agate  the  hybrid!  Suckers  will  be  likely  to  carry  the  combina¬ 
tion  of  genes.  Leaf  cuttings  will  rarely  develop  plantlets  that 
bloom  true  to  the  chimera  color  pattern.  Chimera  collectors 
may  actually  knock  out  the  center  crown  of  a  variety  in  order 
to  encourage  the  development  of  suckers  that  will  bloom  true. 

T>'pically,  the  suckers  are  allowed  to  grow  to  a  slightly 
more  mature  size  than  is  recommended  for  other  types  of  vio¬ 
lets.  This  more  mature  size  will  transplant  easily  and  with 
less  stress  than  tinier  suckers  might.  It  is  also  possible  to 
leave  the  sucker  on  the  chimera  parent  plant  until  it  blooms 
to  be  sure  that  it  will  come  true  to  the  desired  color  pattern, 
just  to  save  time  and  energy. 

Saving  and  rooting  suckers  is  quicker  than  waiting  for  a 
leaf  cutting  to  root  and  develop  babies.  It  is  usually  wise  to 
remove  suckers  fairly  quickly  and  transplant  them  to  their 
own  pots.  Generally,  once  there  is  a  leaf  of  the  sucker  that  is 
one  inch  tall,  the  sucker  can  be  removed  safely  and  it  will 
begin  rooting  and  growing  quickly  on  its  own.  Be  selective 
however!  If  you  do  not  need  more  of  a  variety  that  has  devel¬ 
oped  suckers,  you  should  not  save  them!  The  inability  to 
throw  away  leaves  and  suckers  has  gotten  many  beginning 
growers  into  an  overgrown  mess  that  may  spoil  the  joy  of  the 


hobby.  Don’t  try  to  grow  more  plants  than  you  have  time  to 
care  for. 

How  to  remove  suckers  without  repotting 

First,  choose  a  tool.  There  are  several  tools  which  can  be 
used  to  remove  suckers  including  dental  instruments,  nut 
picks,  or  sucker  pluckers.  Our  favorite  is  a  slightly  dull  pen¬ 
cil.  It  is  cheap  and  usually  available,  and  it  feels  comfortable 
in  your  hand  as  you  perform  the  delicate  maneuvers  required. 
Sucker  removal  can  also  be  done  with  a  firm  finger,  but  it  is 
very  easy  to  break  leaves  unintentionally. 

Closely  examine  the  plant  from  the  side  to  determine 
exactly  the  point  from  which  the  sucker  is  originating.  Place 
the  point  of  your  tool  just  behind  the  lowest  leaf,  right  at  the 
growth  point  and  apply  a  little  pressure  to  the  side  and/or  up. 
If  the  tool  is  properl}^  positioned,  the  sucker  will  pop  loose 
intact.  This  takes  a  little  practice!  If  the  leaves  of  your  violet 
are  growing  in  ver>'  closely  aligned  rows  (like  perfectly 
grown  violets  should) ,  it  can  be  veiy^  difficult  to  find  enough 
room  to  maneu\’er. 

If  the  sucker  breaks  apart  into  several  leaves  as  it  is 
removed,  just  throw  it  away.  Your  plant  may  already  have 
formed  several  other  suckers,  and  if  not,  you  usually  will  get 
more  soon.  Do  go  back  in  and  do  some  housekeeping  how- 
e\'er!  Using  your  tool,  prod  and  poke  at  the  spot  from  which 
the  sucker  came  to  remove  any  remaining  sucker  tissue.  It  is 
ver>'  important  to  be  sure  that  none  of  the  growth  point 
remains.  Otherwise,  the  sucker  will  grow  right  back. 

How  to  divide  a  plant  with  overgrown  suckers 

If  suckers  have  been  allowed  to  grow  to  a  size  nearly 
equal  to  the  original  crown,  it  will  be  necessary^  to  divide  the 
plant.  This  is  best  done  when  the  plant  is  a  little  bit  dry  and 
the  foliage  is  less  turgid,  so  that  fewer  leaves  accidentally  get 
broken. 

Remove  the  entire  plant  from  its  pot  and  lay  it  sideways 
so  that  there  is  a  good  view.  Close  obser\'ation  should  reveal 
the  fork(s)  where  the  crowns  are  joined.  Gently  cut  into  the 
fork  between  the  conjoined  crowns  until  one  of  them  can  be 
pulled  free.  The  leaves  will  almost  certainly  be  tangled  togeth¬ 
er,  so  be  patient  as  you  work  them  apart.  The  detached  suck- 
er(s)  will  probably  be  left  without  any  roots.  The  main  crown 
with  roots  is  usually  left  with  a  distorted-looking  appearance, 
an  exposed  stem,  and  an  uneven  form.  It  will  need  to  be 
repotted  and  shaped  before  it  will  regain  its  former  beauty. 

This  may  seem  heartless  and  destructive.  The  true  harm 
is  in  neglecting  your  \1olet  until  the  problem  becomes  this 
severe!  Imagine  a  mother  who  never  paid  any  heed  to  her 
child  until  he  was  completely  wild.  True  kindness  comes  in 
constant  attention  and  training  for  children  and  violets. 

Replanting  Suckers 

Much  of  the  time,  suckers  are  thrown  away.  If  you  wish 
to  save  a  sucker,  it  needs  to  be  placed  into  a  pot  of  its  own. 
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First,  remove  any  faded  or  weak  leaves.  We  prefer  to  strip  it 
back  to  a  crown  with  perhaps  six  to  ten  of  the  healthiest  and 
strongest  leaves  with  a  small  stem  extending  below.  Weak 
leaves  often  do  not  survive  the  stress  of  replanting  and  would 
have  to  be  removed  soon  anyway.  This  also  allows  the  new 
plant  to  develop  good  symmetry. 

Choose  a  smallish  pot  and  fill  it  with  an  excellent  quali¬ 
ty,  very  porous  potting  mix,  which  has  been  premoistened. 
Set  the  sucker  into  the  veiy  center  of  the  pot,  gently  insert¬ 
ing  the  stem  into  the  mix.  If  the  sucker  came  with  some  roots, 
simply  make  a  small  indentation  in  the  top  of  the  soil  for  the 
roots  to  fit  into.  Add  just  enough  water  to  cause  some  to  run 
through  into  a  saucer.  Drain  off  the  excess. 

Place  the  new  plant  into  a  closed  transparent  container 
(like  a  plastic  bag)  to  ensure  high  humidity.  During  this  time, 
while  the  plantlet  is  forming  roots,  it  is  unlikely  that  you  will 
need  to  add  more  water  to  the  soil.  A  location  that  is  slightly 
warmer  than  72  degrees  Fahrenheit  will  speed  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  new  roots,  but  avoid  direct  sunlight. 

Usually  new  roots  will  begin  to  develop  quickly  and  the 
sucker  will  begin  to  grow  new  leaves.  When  this  happens 
(often  in  a  month  or  so)  the  plant  may  be  removed  from  its 
high  humidity  location  and  allowed  to  grow  in  open  air  with 
normal  watering  techniques. 

Discouraging  Suckers 

Some  plants  seem  to  sucker  almost  constantly.  If  it  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  a  trailer,  this  is  good,  but  often  it  is  just  a  nuisance. 
So  how  do  we  stop  suckers  before  they  start? 

First  of  all,  be  careful  to  place  plants  into  the  pot  with  the 
bottom  row  of  leaves  just  above  the  level  of  the  soil.  Leaves 
that  meet  the  stem  under  the  soil  will  act  like  leaves  that  are 
being  propagated  and  they  will  make  babies! 

Immature  plants  just  reaching  their  first  bloom  cycle  are 
often  more  prone  to  suckering.  Many  of  them  will  grow  out  of 
this  as  they  mature  and  become  established. 

It  is  also  important  to  avoid  injury  to  the  crown  or  stress  to 
the  plant.  Anytime  a  plant  feels  threatened,  it  may  go  into  a 


reproductive  mode.  This  is  the  law  of  the  survival  of  the 
species.  Blooming  is  the  pleasant  side  of  this,  but  suckers  may 
also  result. 

This  is  a  special  challenge  for  those  who  grow  plants  to 
show  in  competition.  Disbudding  (removing  all  bud  stems)  is  a 
technique  which  allows  growers  to  time  the  bloom  cycle  for  the 
show  and  to  encourage  additional  flowering.  Unfortunately, 
the  plant  may  interpret  that  disbudding  as  a  threat  to  its  exis¬ 
tence,  which  can  result  in  additional  sucker  development. 

Other  stress  factors  might  come  from  uneven  watering, 
water  droplets  in  the  center  of  the  crown,  or  insect  damage.  It 
is  wise  to  examine  your  growing  habits  if  suckers  are  a  con¬ 
stant  problem. 

If  suckering  continues,  with  no  apparent  reason  on  a  plant 
or  two,  the  variety  may  be  to  blame.  Some  hybrids  have  a 
genetic  tendency  to  sucker,  even  though  it  is  not  attractive  and 
seems  to  limit  the  ability  to  bloom.  True  trailers  are  able  both  to 
sucker  and  to  bloom  freely.  Poor  hybrids  just  sucker,  develop¬ 
ing  a  clump-like  appearance  with  a  sparse  amount  of  flowers. 
Solution?  Toss  them  out.  We  would  only  recommend  keeping 
these  unruly  plants  if  they  had  some  sentimental  value,  and 
you  were  willing  to  keep  up  with  the  constant  maintenance  of 
sucker  removal  and  repotting.  Even  if  you  choose  to  keep  one 
of  these,  do  not  save  the  suckers!  The  offspring  will  usually 
sucker  as  freely  as  the  parent  plant  and  your  collection  will  be 
overwhelmed. 

Be  a  Sucker  Expert 

Growing  and  grooming  your  violets  with  a  watchful  eye 
can  prevent  a  lot  of  problems  if  you  spot  them  before  they  get 
out  of  hand.  This  especially  applies  to  pests  and  disease,  but 
also  includes  the  prompt  removal  of  suckers  to  keep  your 
plants  growing  in  good  fomi. 

When  you  know  what  a  sucker  is  and  what  to  do  with  it, 
you  have  taken  a  gigantic  step  forward  in  your  mastery  of 
African  violets.  If  your  violets  don’t  look  pretty  good  already, 
at  least  you  know  what  you  need  to  do... as  soon  as  you  get 
the  time. 


Omaha 

Banquet  Fun! 


Don’t  miss  the  Friday  Night  Opening  Banquet  in  Omaha! 
Step  back  in  time  to  the  end  of  World  War  II  and  the  Cabaret 
Noir  in  Paris  -  and  a  murder! 

Be  a  part  of  the  mystery!  Solve  the  crime  and  win  a  prize! 
Come  early  for  the  Opening  Reception  and  meet  the  actors 
who  will  already  be  in  character.  Dress  will  be  casual  unless 
you  wish  to  wear  vintage  1940’s  costumes... you  might  end 
up  acting  a  part  yourself! 


Be  Part  of  the  Show! 

Win  a  prize  just  for  entering!  Each  exhibitor,  whether  in 
horticulture  or  design,  will  be  eligible  for  one  of  four  $50 
awards  to  be  given  in  the  Exhibitor’s  Lottery.  Be  entered  a 
second  time  by  bringing  ten  or  more  exhibits.  Prizes  will  be 
awarded  at  the  Friday  Night  Opening  Banquet. 

Don’t  be  left  out!  Bring  your  entries  and  Go  Wild  in 
Omaha! 
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I’ve  always  been  fascinated  with  folk  medicines  and 
remedies.  Therefore,  you  can  imagine  my  surprise  when  I  read 
the  Gesneriad  Research  Foundation’s  Bulletin  in  Januaiy', 
1992,  which  mentioned  that  there  were  73  medicinal  gesner- 
iads  known  so  far  from  the  neotropics  and  that  28  were  alive 
in  the  GRF’s  greenhouses  in  Sarasota.  This  GRF  Bulletin  men¬ 
tioned  gesneriad  genera  used  for  medicinal  purposes  included 
specific  species  of  Drymonia,  Dalbergaria,  Alloplectus  and 
Chrysothemis.  When  AVSA’s  convention  was  in  Tbrnpa  Bay  in 
1997, 1  took  the  bus  tour  to  the  GRF  in  Sarasota  with  its  rain 
forest  and  gesneriad  greenhouse.  We  were  all  delighted  to 
meet  Dr.  Hans  Wiehler,  an  extremely  knowledgeable  and  out¬ 
going  person.  Dr.  Wiehler  has  written  numerous  articles  on  a 
variety  of  subjects  concerning  gesneriads.  I  saw  that  he  wrote 
in  1995  in  Gesneriana  1:98-120,  an  article  entitled,  ‘‘122 
Species  of  the  Rain  Forest  Plant  Family  Gesneriaceae  Used 
Medicinally  in  the  Neotropics. " 

One  of  the  great  things  about  volunteering  to  be  your 
plant  club’s  librarian  is  that  you  can  read  all  the  literature 
without  having  to  wony'  about  past-due  dates.  That’s  how  I 
learned  so  much  about  gesneriads  (including  African  violets). 
Perusing  older  issues  of  The  Gloxinian  I  found  articles  by  Lars 
Peter  Kvist  mentioning  Kohleria  and  Columnea  and  how  they 
are  used  in  folk  medicine. 

One  of  the  speakers  for  the  gesneriad  convention  in  1 998 
was  Dr.  Ethan  Russo,  a  neurologist.  The  title  of  his  talk  was, 
“Gesneriads  in  Neurological  Disease  Treatment: 
Ethnobotanical  and  Biochemical  Research.”  Dr.  Russo  spent 
two  months  in  Eastern  Peru’s  rainforest  looking  for  plants  to 
treat  headaches.  His  presentation  was  fascinating.  He  had 
quite  an  adventure  particularly  with  the  Machiguenga  people, 
studying  their  uses  of  various  forest  plants.  He  showed  sever¬ 
al  slides  of  plant  material,  many  of  them  gesneriads,  and  gave 
us  a  hand-out  listing  the  gesneriad,  the  reference  of  usage, 
and  the  medicinal  folk  usage  of  the  plant.  For  example,  it’s 
listed  that  Drymonia  serrulata’s  folk  usage  is  for  headaches 
and  that  one  drinks  a  stem  decoction.  (Webster’s  New  World 
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Dictionar)'  defines  decoction  as  “to  extract  the  essence  by  boil¬ 
ing.”)  Other  gesneriads  were  used  for  snake  bites,  or  to  ease 
childbirth,  to  reduce  vomiting,  or  just  smoked  as  a  psychoac- 
ti\’e.  The  Machiguenga  had  specific  ways  of  extracting  or 
making  the  medicines.  These  included  crushing  leaves  or 
stems.  The  medicines  were  either  used  as  a  drink,  a  compress, 
a  poultice,  or  a  wash.  They  even  used  Codonanthe  uleana  in 
their  dogs’  noses  to  improve  hunting. 

If  you’d  like  to  know  more  about  Dr.  Russo’s  adventures, 
check  out  the  web  site  entitled  “Plants  of  the  Machiguenga” 
at:  http:/An\'w.montana.com/manu/  where  he  encourages 
you  to  enjoy  a  virtual  tour  of  the  rainforest.  You’ll  see  photos 
of  the  plants  along  with  botanical  and  medicinal  information 
about  them. 

Sinningia  eumorpha 

Sinningia  eumorpha,  is  one  of  my  fav'orite  Sinningia 
species.  There  are  many  favorable  traits  about  it  including 
dark,  shiny,  heart-shaped  leaves,  an  intermediate  size,  and 
rather  short,  if  any,  dormancy  depending  on  your  conditions. 
When  I  gave  it  a  high  nitrogen,  non-urea  fertilizer,  I  got  huge 
leaves,  so  I  don’t  recommend  doing  that!  This  species  appears 
to  easily  accept  pollen  from  other  sinningias  and  has  been 
used  in  quite  a  variety  of  hybrids.  The  blossom  is  beautifully 
shaped.  The  color  variations  are  anywhere  from  white  to  pale 
lavender  or  pale  pink  with  white  being  the  most  common  color 
that  I’ve  seen. 

Sinningia  conspicua  has  a  similar  blossom  shape  as  5. 
eumorpha,  but  it  is  yellow  and  sometimes  has  fragrance.  The 
leaves  are  medium  green  and  rather  haiiy'.  Marcia  Belisle  has 
used  this  species  to  obtain  a  mildly  fragrant  hybrid  with  the 
most  stunningly  bright  blossoms  cdMed  Sinningia  ‘Seminole.’ 

The  Omaha  A’YSA  convention  is  around  the  corner,  and  I 
know  we  have  great  gesneriad  growers  within  driving  dis¬ 
tance  of  Omaha.  Please  load  your  car  with  African  violet  and 
other  gesneriad  entries  and  make  this  convention  the  best 
ever!  See  y’all  there! 
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Pat  Richards 

15105  S.  Seminole  Drive 
Olathe,  KS  66062-3004 
email:  Patter 2 5 7@aol  com 


The  sun  is  brighter,  days  are  longer,  and  winds  are  warm¬ 
ing... yes,  it’s  spring!  Hopefully  you’ve  received  numerous 
catalogs  from  AVSA’s  commercial  vendors  to  peruse,  and 
your  list  of  must-have’s,  wanna-get’s,  and  only-as-space- 
allows-but-gotta-get-someday’s  is  under  control!  (Right... 
and  I  have  bridge  in  Arizona  just  for  you!) 

EFFORTLESS,  EASY,  EVEN  BROWN 
THUMBS  CAN  GROW  THESE! 

The  easiest  type  of  mini  and  semi  to  start  out  with  has 
several  primary  characteristics:  easy  forming,  attractive 
foliage,  abundant  blooms,  and  stays  in  size!  At  this  point, 
bloom  color  is  of  no  significance  as  all  we’re  aiming  for  is  a 
plant  anyone,  even  three-thumbed  Aunt  Hermione-who- 
kills-cactus,  can  be  successful  with.  Of  note  is  the  fact  that 
these  have  solid  green  foliage,  no  variegation!  Variegation  is 
beautiful,  extravagant,  and  enthralling,  but  changes  with 
varying  cultural  conditions.  Leave  them  for  when  more  expe¬ 
rience  is  gained.  For  now,  let’s  start  with: 

‘Orchard’s  Bumble  Magnet’  (M)-  a  light  pink  blossomed 
mini  with  medium  green  foliage.  Pop-Tarts®  aren’t  any  easier! 

‘Little  Pro’  (SM)-  a  classic  medium  pink  that  grows  easy, 
easy,  easy.  Its  foliage  is  dark  green  and  pointed,  and  its  peti¬ 
oles  are  straight  and  strong.  Constant  and  abundant  blooms 
are  readily  produced. 

‘Ness’  Sno  Fun’  (SM)  -  Plain,  pure,  sweet.  Copious  amounts 
of  single  white  blooms  are  produced  above  perfect  medium 
green  foliage  that  overlaps  so  well. 

‘Mickey  Mouse’  (M)-  A  convention  standout:  dark  point¬ 
ed  foliage  above  which  dark  blue  blooms  are  produced. 

‘Ness’  Angel  Babe’  (M)-  A  miniature  that  is  such  an  easy 
grower.  Perfectly  symmetrical  dark  foliage  and  dark  pink 
blooms  that  are  easily  produced.  A  “grow-forever”  cultivar! 

‘Rob’s  Calypso  Beat’  (SM)  -  a  very  easy,  nice  fantasy  with 
lovely  dark  green  foliage. 

‘Rob’s  Scooter’  (SM)-  Have  you  tried  this  one  yet? 
Lovely,  ethereal  light  blue-purple  blooms  with  loads  of 
sparkle  atop  easy  forming  dark  foliage. 


‘Irish  Flirt’  (SM)-  At  the  top  of  AVSA’s  “Best  Varieties”  list 
(see  AVM,  November/December  1999,  p.  51),  this  cultivar  is 
favored  by  everyone  whether  growing  for  show  or  simply  for 
pleasure.  It’s  combination  of  unusual  and  abundantly  pro¬ 
duced  blooms  along  with  lovely,  emerald  green  frilled  foliage 
is  without  peer.  It  has  sported  to  ‘Sassy  Sister’,  which  carries 
all  the  fine  characteristics  of  the  original,  displaying  green 
trimmed  double  pink  frilled  blooms  instead  of  white. 

‘Ness’  Crinkle  Blue’  (SM)-  This  plant  can  be  grown  and 
shown.  It  produces  slightly  waved  dark-green  foliage  that 
amasses  quantities  of  dark  blue  with  white-edged  blooms. 
Even  the  heaviest  of  bloomers  are  envious  of.  Put  it  in  some 
soil,  give  it  some  lightly  fertilized  water,  good  light,  and  stand 
back.  Enjoy! 

We  need  a  really  good  red  amongst  the  small  ones,  but 
for  now,  try  ‘Rob’s  Red  Rooster’,  a  really  fun  variety  as  its 
foliage  is  very  dark  green  and  hairy,  above  which  brick  red 
blooms  are  produced  in  abundance. 

THE  PERFECTLY  BREATHTAKING 

PEACOCKS:  VARIEGATES! 

Ah!  Gorgeous  plants  that  are  as  beautiful  out  of  bloom  as 
in!  They  are  more  challenging,  but  the  rewards  are  infinitely 
greater  when  they  are  grown  well. 

‘Dean’s  Plum  Peacock’  (SM)-  Extravagantly  foliaged 
with  mosaic  patterns  of  white,  dark  green  and  touches  of  red 
and  deep  pink.  The  blooms  are  of  a  deep  wine  that  glow 
under  the  lights,  but  don’t  hold  your  breath  waiting  as  the 
foliage  is  enough  reason  to  grow  this  one! 

‘Dean’s  Ivory  Lace’(M)-  Wow!  And  if  it  needs  to  be 
repeated,  WOW!  Perfectly  forming  green  and  white  variega¬ 
tion  topped  with  “ice  cream  scoops”  of  creamy,  smooth  white 
blooms.  When  this  one  is  at  its  peak  it  cannot  be  beat! 

‘Precious  Pink’  (SM)  -  Everyone’s  favorite  standout:  bub¬ 
ble-gum  pink  blooms  with  a  lot  of  “sugar  sparkle”  massively 
produced  above  very  nice,  consistently  good  shaped  foliage. 
Grow  this  one  in  even  temperatures  as  its  foliage  is  definitely 
temperature-sensitive. 
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‘Love  Bug’  (M)  and  ‘Dean’s  Ladybug’  (M)-  The  former 
has  the  most  gorgeous  red  blooms  on  a  mini  or  semiminia¬ 
ture  to  date,  yet  the  old  Lyndon  Lyon  favorite  is  very  stingy 
with  its  renowned  blooms.  Grow  it  at  your  leisure  as  patience 
is  a  virtue!  The  latter  cultivar  has  wonderfully  excellent 
foliage:  nicely  pointed  with  good  variegation,  yet  the  bloom 
loses  something  in  the  translation.  Although  produced  in 
good  amounts,  they  are  more  of  the  fuchsia-red  color,  not  the 
true,  clear  red  that  is  so  sought  after. 

‘Rob’s  Silver  Spook’  (SM)-  Oh  my!  Another  “when  it’s 
good,  it’s  very  good”  cultivar,  the  only  problem  is  with  blos¬ 
som  color  and  foliage  stability.  Originally  a  white  with  laven¬ 
der  accents,  this  unstable  cultivar  is  more  often  seen,  at  least 
in  this  area,  lavender  with  touches  of  white.  Because  it’s  so 
good,  and  growers  simply  want  to  grow  nice,  heavy  bloom¬ 
ing  plants,  judges  in  the  area  have  overlooked  this  discrep¬ 
ancy.  Its  foliage  is  a  lovely  compliment  to  the  blooms,  yet  is 
also  unstable  with  temperatures.  Grow  it  cool! 

‘Rob’s  Boogie  Woogie’  (SM)-  Luscious... need  I  say  more? 
Mouth-watering  Champion  variegation  that  forms  perfectly, 
overlapping  beautifully,  topped  with  yummy  strawberr>' 
ice-cream  pink  blooms.  Among  growers  much  variation  is 
seen,  so  judges,  beware  and  be  kind! 


‘Bogeyman’  (SM)-  Simply  a  classic!  Excellent  yellow 
and  green  foliage  that  overlaps  beautifully,  forming  a  nicely 
shaped  plant  above  which  profuse  quantities  of  dark, 
velvety  blue  blooms  rise,  nicely  accented  with  bright  yellow 
stamens.  Depending  on  the  fertilizer  and  lighting  the 
blossom  can  appear  to  be  nicely  rimmed  with  a  vibrant  red- 
purple  edge. 

Almost  any  other  variegate  out  of  the  Dean’s  series  or  by 
Hortense  Pittman  is  worth  trying;  several  cultivars  to  consid¬ 
er  are:  ‘Dean’s  Aquarius’ (pale  blue  with  white  rays,  SM), 
‘Dean’s  Cupid’  (dark  blue,  SM),  ‘Dean’s  Legacy’  (peachy 
pink,  SM),  ‘Definitely  Dariyl’  (medium  blue  with  white  edge, 
SM),  ‘Precious  Jewel’ (medium  lavender,  M)  ‘Shy  Blue’ (light 
blue,  SM),  ‘Pat  Champagne’  (darker  blue,  SM),  and  the  list 
goes  on  and  on... 

THE  MERRY  MONTH  OF  MAY 

The  next  column  will  feature  Minnesotan  Kathy  Lahti’s 
growing  tips.  As  you  know,  Kathy  is  a  renowned  and  highly 
successful  grower  of  small  ones.  I  await  her  article  with  an 
admitted  impatience  as  it  should  offer  indispensable  advice. 
In  the  meantime,  keep  growing  and  enjoying  your  own  veiy 
special  small  ones! 


Remembering . . . 

Genevieve  “Gene”  Gamer 

AVSA  past  President,  Genevieve  “Gene”  Garner,  of  Canton, 
OH,  passed  away  in  June  1999  at  her  winter  residence  in  Naples, 
FL.  Gene  received  her  Bachelor  of  Fine  Arts  Degree  from  Kent 
State  University  in  1939. 

She  ser\^ed  AVSA  as  President  from  1978  -  1980.  Gene 
ser\'ed  AVSA  in  many  ways,  holding  the  offices  of  vice  president, 
director.  Booster  Fund  Chairman,  member  of  the  Membership 


and  Promotion  Committee  and  as  Library' 

Chairman.  She  was  also  an  AVSA  Judge, 

AVSA  Life  Member,  member  of  the  Ohio 
State  Judge’s  Council  and  AGGS. 

An  active  member  of  the  Ohio  State 
AVS  for  many  years.  Gene  was  also  past 
president  of  the  AVS  of  Canton  and  Ohio 
State  AVS,  as  well  as  past  board  member 
and  officer  of  the  Canton  Garden  Club, 
member  of  the  Canton  Women’s  Club  and  the  National  Gesneriad 
Society. 


^In  Memory - - 

Anne  Ricker  of  Delaware  County',  PA  passed  away 
recently  and  will  be  dearly  missed  by  the  members  of 
the  AVS  of  Springfield.  Anne  was  an  enthusiastic  sup¬ 
porter  of  AVSA  and  her  devotion  to  African  violets  inspired 
many  growers.  She  grew  and  hybridized  African  violets  for 
many  years  and  often  found  them  to  be  an  inspiration  for  one 
of  her  lovely  poems. 


Beth  Dunbar  of  Casper,  WY,  died  in  October  1999.  An 
active  club  member  and  violet  grower  in  Denver,  CO, 
Beth  missed  being  a  member  of  an  Aflfic^Violet  club 
when  she  moved  to  Casper.  In  1983,  she  organi^d  the  Casper 
Bloomers  AVC,  and  opened  a  small  violet  shop  in  her  home. 
Although  Beth  helped  the  club  members  with  their  plants 
throughout  the  year,  each  spring  the  Casper  Bloomers  met  in 
Beth’s  home  where  she  helped  them  repot  their  violets  that 
needed  attention.  Beth  was  known  as  the  “Violet  Lady”  of 
Casper. 

In  January  1998,  the  Casper  Bloomers  recognized  Beth 
with  a  violet  plaque  and  made  her  a  Life  Member  of  the  Casper 
Bloomers. 
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Barbara  Elkin 

Vintage  Violets  Committee 
2855  Gayle  Lane 
Auburn,  CA  95602-9674 
email:  jabar@Joothillnet 


April  Showers  bring  May  flowers,  however  January, 
February  and  March  can  be  very  nasty.  You  guessed  it.  My 
violets  get  a  lot  of  attention.  Potting,  pampering  and  just 
plain  admiring,  is  a  bit  of  sunshine  in  bad  weather.  I  also 
have  enough  time  to  think  about  the  Oldies.  I  don’t  mean  my 
husband,  I  mean  Vintage  Violets.  Your  requests  are  what  we 
hope  to  find. 

Send  me  your  needs  of  the  older  violets  (10  years  or 
older) .  Maybe  I  already  have  a  source  for  it,  and  if  not,  will 
gladly  advertise  for  it  in  the  AVSA  Most  Wanted  Column.  This 
months  issue  carries  the  complete  list  of  AVSA’s  Most  Wanted 
as  of  November  1999.  Read  it  carefully  and  let  me  know  if 
you  have  any  of  them.  The  last  March  issue  resulted  in  many 
great  finds  in  South  Africa.  Thank  you  Sylvia  and  Corrie  for 
offering  to  share  your  treasurers. 

Attention  Judges.  The  spring  show  season  is  well  under¬ 
way.  When  judging  the  Vintage  Violets  class  always 
remember  to  respect  your  elders.  They  have  smaller  and 


fewer  flowers  than  our  modern  day  varieties. 

It’s  also  time  to  redo  the  Vintage  Violets  Master  List. 
Please  all  of  you,  if  you  have  listed  plants  in  the  past  with  me 
as  a  source,  but  have  lost  some  of  them,  let  me  know.  I  have 
no  way  of  up-dating  my  Master  file.  I  also  want  to  thank  all 
the  commercials  for  sending  me  their  current  catalogs.  Your 
lists  are  a  great  source  for  my  files.  Thank  you  one  and  all. 

Remember  when  getting  plants  or  leaves  from  someone 
generous  enough  to  share,  always  return  the  postage,  asked 
for  or  not.  When  asking  me  for  a  source,  please  send  a 
stamped  and  self-addressed  envelope  for  my  reply.  The 
alternate  of  course  is  e-mail,  that  wonderful  modern  day  mail. 

A  Special  “Thank  You”  to  Corrie  van  Heerdon  and  Sylvia 
Harrison,  of  South  Africa,  and  Karen  Panek  of  New  Zealand, 
for  sharing  their  lists  of  Vintage  Violets.  Can  you  believe  that 
after  five  years  on  the  AVSA  Most  Wanted  List  that  ‘Hot  Lips’ 
has  been  found  residing  in  New  Zealand.  Kind,  sharing  folks 
like  these  make  this  job  worth  while. 


Ablaze 

Aunt  Clara 

Blazing 

Buttercup 

Colibre 

Ace  of  Cedar  Rapids 

Autumn  Glow 

Blue  Albino  Girl 

Butterflies 

Colonial  Pink 

Adele 

Autumn  Russett 

Blueberiy  Ruffles 

Butterfly  White 

Colorama 

Adeline  Krogman 

Azure  Beauty 

Blue  Bouquet 

Button  Trinket 

Color  Splash 

Admiral  Amazon 

Azure  Trinket 

Blue  Buttercup 

Buttons  and  Bows 

Columbella 

Aglitter 

Baby  Blue 

Blue  Dart 

Cafe  Au  Lait 

Comanche  Maid 

Albert  the  Second 

Baby  Girl  Spoon 

Blue  Fandango 

Calico  Kitten 

Comet  ’IFail 

Albino  Blue  Eyes 

Baby  Helen 

Blue  Fling 

California  Cascade 

Conchita 

Aliane 

Baby  Pink 

Blue  Heiress 

Camellia 

Confessions 

Alice  Marie 

Baby’s  Lace 

Blue  Le  Fleur 

Candy  Dandy 

Constance  Hansen 

Alice’s  Cochise 

Baker’s  Hot  Lips 

Blue  Morning  Gloty 

Care  Deeply 

Constance  Hansen  Supreme 

.Mice's  White  Xmas 

Ballet  Karla 

Blue  Nymph  (Standard) 

Caribbean 

Coon  Valley 

Amazon  Pink  Delight 

Ballet  Erica 

Blue  Parade 

Carnival  Queen 

Copy  Cat 

Amazon  Pink  Luster 

Ballet  Grace 

Blue  Peak 

Carousel  Lady 

Coral  Cascade 

American 

Ballet  Helga 

Blue  Reverie 

Cashmere  Pink 

Coral  Cove 

Amethyst  Sparks 

Ballet  Meta 

Blue  Rosette 

Casu  Small 

Coral  Radiance 

Anafair 

Bashful  Beauty 

Blue  Skies 

Catherine 

Coral  Reef 

Andante 

Becky’s  Gypsy  Trail 

Blue  Smoke 

Cat’s  Meow 

Coral  Satin 

Andy  Griffiths 

Bee  Lee  Tee 

Blue  Velvet 

Cerise 

Coral  "fips 

Anna  Therese 

Belle’s  Spring  Song 

Blue  Wren 

Chapel  Boy 

Cordarama 

Anne  Slocomb 

Beneke  Boy 

Bobby 

Cherokee  Rose 

Cordelia 

Antique  Mahogany 

Benjamin 

Bonnie  Lassie 

Chicapee 

Cornucopia 

Apple  Valley 

Bergen  Strawberry  Sherbert 

Bryte  Angel 

Chiffon  Wisp 

Cotton  Bowl 

Apricot  Frost 

Bernice 

Bryte  Bells 

Cinderella’s  Slipper 

Creekside  Moonbeams 

Arabesque 

Betty’s  Cindy  Darlene 

Bryte  Glitter 

Circus  Circus 

Crested  Jewel 

Arpcge 

Billy  ’Crash’  Craddock 

Bryte  Sensation 

Circus  Clown 

Crimson  Glow 

Arctic  Blizzard 

Black  Gold 

Bryte  Tips 

Clackamas  Surprise 

Crimsunny 

Atlantic  City 

Black  Velvet 

Bubblin’  Over 

Clipper 

Crown  of  Jewels 

Audry 

Black  Waves 

Bullseye 

Coconut  Fluff 

Crown  of  Red 
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Crusade  Trail 
Crytal  Rose 
Curly  Q 
Cynde 
Dagmar 
Dainty  Doll 
Dainty  Maid 
Daisy  Doll 
Dallas  Pride 
Dalliance 
Danseuse 
Dark  Angel 
Dark  Crystal 
Dark  Eyes 
Darth  Vader 
Dates  Fanfare 
Deborah’s  Oh  My 
Deep  Sea  Tteasure 
Deleon  Pixie 
Deleon  Posie 
Desiree 
Diane 

Diana  Ross 
Dib's  Thrill 
Ding  Bat 
Dippity  Do 
Disco  Dancing  Sport 
Dixie  moonbeam 
Dominion  Rose 
Donna  Lee 
Donna  Lynn 
Do's  Jean 
Double  Duchess 
Double  Mini  Orchid 
Double  Orchid  Girl 
Double  Pink  Cameo 
Double  Pink  Cloud 
Double  Seafoam 
Double  Thke 
Double  Uncle  Bob 
Double  'Velvet  Girl 
Double  Wild  Rosa 
Dresden  China 
Dresden  Doll 
Dutchman 
Dwarf  lonantha 
Easter  Egg 
Edna  Haugh 
Eileen 
Eleanor 
Elsie 

Elsted’s  Oak  Leaf  Cluster 
El  Toro  Supreme 
Emma  Lahr 
Emperor  Wilhelm 
Etna 

Fairy  Image 

Fairy  Prince 

Fancy  Flin 

Fantasy  Double  Ann 

Fantasy  Lou 

Fashion  Frenzy 

Festival 

Fire  Bugg 

First  Recital 

Fisher's  Anne  Marie 

Flamingo  Girl 

Fleur  DiMais 

Floral  Fantasy 

Fox  Run 

Frathel’s  Debbie 

Frathel's  Most  Precious 

Fredette's  Blue  Jean 

Fredette’s  Elita 

Fredette’s  Sugar  Blues 

Fredette’s  Twilight  Fantasy 

Frilled  Blue 

Frilled  Orchid  Rosette 

Frosty 

Galt  Grape 

G.G.  Angel  Lace 

G.G.  Blue  Empress 

G.G.  Dorothy  Gray 

G.G.  Fuchsia  Bride 

G.G.  White  Gold 

Gay  Coquette 

Gay  Miss 

Gay  Paree 

Genesee  Silhouette 


Geneva  Rose 
Gigi 

Gilded  Strawberry 

Ginger 

Glacier  Point 

Glow  Baby 

Gorgeous  Bicolor 

Gorgeous  One 

Granger’s  Blue  Fashionaire 

Granger’s  Calais 

Granger’s  Eternal  Snow 

Granger’s  Fashionaire 

Granger’s  Festival 

Granger’s  Jim  Dandy 

Granger’s  Peppermint 

Granger’s  Rio  Rita 

Granger’s  Venetian  Lace 

Great  Find 

Great  Scott 

Great  White  Way 

Green  Goblin 

Green  Goddess 

Green  Flomet 

Grenadier 

Gypsy  Charm 

Gypsy  Trail 

Half  and  Half 

Handkerchief 

Hawaiian  Eye 

Heather  Mist 

Heavenly  Halo 

Helen  Van  Pelt  Wilson 

Highbrow 

Hobnail  Pink 

Holly  Golightly 

Holly  Peach 

Hot  Cargo 

Hot  Lips 

Hot  Touch 

Iceberg 

mini  Deb 

mini  Gem 

Indian  Girl 

Indian  Summer 

Ivory  Fashion 

Ivory  Venus 

Jasmine 

Jazzy 

Jealous  Pink 
Jeff’s  Jewel 
Jennifer 

Jillian  (Fredette) 

Jimmie  Crack  Corn 
Jo’s  Velveteen 
Josie 
Joy  Pink 
just  Beautiful 
Kansas  City  Chief 
Kansas  City  Royal 
Karen  Linda 
Kay  Russell 
Kiss’t 

Kramer’s  Easterling 
Krista  Lynn 
Krisie 

Kuhl’s  Parnassus 
Kuhl’s  Pink  Tteasure 
Kuhl’s  Roundelay 
Kuhl’s  Ttalei  Rose 
Lacy  Girl 
Lacy  Laser 
Lacy  Red 
Lady  Alura 
Lady  Catherine 
Lady  Constance 
Lady  Luck 
Laredo  Lad 
Last  Snow 
Laurinda 
Lavender  Blue 
Lavender  Elfin  Girl 
Lavender  Lady 
Lavender  Love 
Leawala 
LeBaron 
Legacy 
Levittown 
Liberty  Belle 
Like  Wow 


Lilac  Lassy 
Lilac  Puff 
Lilac  Time 
Lili  Belle 
Lilith  Lassie 
Linda’s  Love 
Little  Boy  Blue 
Little  Busy  Bee 
Little  Dee 
Little  Doe 

Little  Geneva  Princess 

Little  Joan 

Little  Lois 

Little  Lou 

Little  Love 

Little  Lulu 

Little  Maroon 

Little  Miss  Texas 

Little  Rascal 

Little  Red  Wagon 

Little  Ruddy 

Little  Seabird 

Lola 

Love  Song 
Lucky  Duck 
Lucky  Stripe 
Lulu  Belle 
Luxuiy 
Lyndy  Lou 
Lynn 

Lyon’s  Whisper  Blue 
Madison’s  Whisper  Blue 
Mammy 
Manhatten 

Marie’s  Pacific  Sunrise 

Marine 

Maroon  Frost 

Mary  Lou 

Maiy  Louise 

Maverick’s  Young  Love 

May  Dance 

McFarland’s  Blue  Warrior 
Melly 

Melodic  Frances 

Melodic  Heather 

Melodic  Kristin 

Merry  Christmas  (Kramer) 

Michele 

Mighty  Mini 

Mimi’s  Stars 

Mine  Alone 

Ming  Rose 

Ming  White 

Miss  Liberty 

Miss  Wisconsin 

Mohawk  Trail 

Monaco 

Moonfire 

Moon  Moths 

Moon  Silver 

Morea  Surf 

Mountain  Blue  Boy 

Mountain  Wildfowers 

Mt.  Fuji 

Mrs.  George  S.  Dupont 

Ms  Frizz 

My  Darling 

My  Spoon 

Mysterium 

Neon  Rainbow 

Niagara’s  Pink  Beacon 

Nona  Weber 

Nosy  Bouquet 

Odyssey 

Ohio  Sunset 

Old  Blue  Eyes  (Mendoza) 
On  Edge 

Optimara  Little  Cherokee 
Optimara  Kansas 
Optimara  Maine 
Optimara  Missouri 
Optimara  New  Jersey 
Optimara  Pennsylvania 
Orchid  Beauty 
Orchid  Ripples 
Oui  Ben 
Pam’s  Potpourri 
Paragon 
Parisienne  Sport 


Park  Avenue 
Patriot 

Paul  Bunyon 
Paul’s  Pizzazz 
Peach  Ruffles 
Peepers 
Penguin 

Peppemient  Fog 
Pilgrim  Maid 
Pigmy  or  Pygmy 
Pink  Beauty 
Pink  Dresden 
Pink  Frosting 
Pink  Geneva 
Pink  Girl 
Pink  Reverie 
Pink  Velvet 
Pistachio 
Plum  Passion 
Plum  Tip 

Pom  Pom  Delight 
Popsicle 
Pretty  Please 
Priscilla 
Puerto  Vallana 
Purple  Crest 
Purple  Enchantment 
Purple  Nautilus 
Purple  Rocket 
Purple  Star 
Push  Over 
Quiet  Reflection 
Radiant  Star 

Rainbow’s  Bantam  Neon  Glow 
Rainbow’s  Showboat 
Rainmaker  (Blansit) 

Ramblin’  Rascal 

Raspberry  Charm  Stripe 

Raspberry  Frills 

Raspberry  Glo  Stripe 

Raspberry  Sundae 

Ravencrest 

Ravishing  Ruffles 

Red  and  White  Valentine 

Red  Carnation 

Red  Rocket 

Regina 

Renee 

Reverie 

Rhapsodic  Angelica 
Rhapsodic  Annie 
Rhapsodic  Candy 
Rhapsodic  Roxanna 
Rhapsodic  Venus 
Rhapsody 

Rhinestone  Cowboy 
Rippled  Romance 
Risque 

Rob’s  Gray  Ghost 
Rob’s  Green  Jeans 
Rob’s  Nearly  Perfect 
Rosalynn  Carter 
Rosebud  Ttail 
Rosie  Lou 
Rowe  n  a 
Royal  Elegance 
Royal  Heart 
Royal  Ruby 
Sabrina  Marie 
Sailor’s  Dream 
Sapphire  Halo 
Scarlet  Macaw 
Sea  Grape 
Sea  Gull 
Sea  Queen 
Sea  Shell 
Sensational 
Shannon  Renee 
Sheryl’s  Renee 
Shine  Boy 
Show  Stopper 
Silver  Anniversary' 

Silver  Champion 
Silver  Crest 
Silver  Flute 
Silver  Token 
Skagit  Ambassador 
Skagit  Royalty 
Sky  Magic 


Snow  Drops 
Snow  Flake 
Snow  Flurrie  (Arndt) 

Snow  Queen 

Snow  Stopper  (Whitaker) 

Spangles 

Spiced  Peach 

Sport  of  Crimson  Frost 

Star  of  David 

Star  of  India 

Star  Ttailer 

Stormy  Night 

Storytella  Flower  Pot 

Sugar  Plum  Fairy 

Summer  Silk 

Summer  Spice 

Suncoast  Pink  Giant 

Sunday  Morning 

Swan  Lake 

Sweet  Honesty 

Sweet  Lady 

Sweet  Mary 

Swifty  Lace 

Thffy  Pull 

Thrgeteer 

Thssy 

Teen  Princess 
Teen  Queen 
Teen  Wonder 
Tennessee  Apple  Blossom 
The  Bride 

The  Parson’s  Ruffles 

The  Parson’s  Wife 

The  Redhead 

Tidewater’s  Sweetheart 

Timbertop 

■linari’s  .America 

Tinari’s  Blue  Eyes 

Tinari’s  Geneva  Trail 

Tinari’s  Wild  Girl 

Tinted  Snow 

Tiny  Blue 

Tiny  Pink 

Topnotch 

Tribute 

Triple  Threat 

T-V  Bunny  Hop 

Twinkle 

TVvist  of  Lime 

Valera 

Vibrant  Val 

Violets  ’n’  Gold 

Viva 

Vulcan’s  Tteasure 
Wanderlust 

Westdale  Purple  Mountain 
What  Now 
Whirlaway 
Whirlaway  Sport 
Whisper  Valley 
W'hite  Delaware 
White  Pride  Supreme 
White  Wedgewood 
White  Whisper 
Wine  and  Roses 
Wizard  of  Oz 
Wrangler’s  Campfire 
Wrangler’s  Double  Pleasure 
Wrangler’s  Lady  Lee 
Wrangler’s  Lady  Vallin 
Wrangler’s  Lavender  Lasso 
Wrangler’s  Moon  Dance 
Wrangler’s  Moonshine 
Wrangler’s  Pardner 
Wrangler’s  Prairie  Fire 
Wrangler’s  Ricochet  Romance 
Wrangler’s  Rough  Rider 
Wrangler’s  Roundup 
Wrangler’s  Sonuvagun 
Wrangler’s  Twilight  Ttail 
Wrangler’s  Yankee  Yodler 
Zippy  (Baker) 

Zuri 
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Mary  Corondan 
7205  Dillon  Court 
Plano,  TX  75024 


AVS  OF  MINNESOTA,  MN  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Rosie  Ruffles,  Rebel’s  Splatter  Kake, 
Optimara  Rocky  Mountain;  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Rob’s  Cool  Fruit,  Mini  Papa,  Irish  Flirt,  Ruth  Bann. 
2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Optimara  New  Mexico, 
Optimara  Oklahoma,  Melodie  Kimi,  Ken  Rein.  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Optimara  Little  Aztec,  Rob’s  Fuzzy 
Navel,  Hondo  Honey;  Best  in  Show/Best  Semiminiature:  Rob’s 
Cool  Fruit;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  diplotricha  Punter  #6; 
Best  Gesneriad:  Aeschynanthus  hildebrandii,  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Kathy  Lahti.  Best  Miniature:  Orchard’s  Bumble 
Magnet,  Delores  Harrington.  Best  Trailer:  North  Star  Trail, 
Marie  Flottemd.  Best  Design,  Palma  Trapp.  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Palma  'Trapp  and  Donna  Tobin  (tie). 

AVS  OF  PHILADELPHIA,  PA  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Concord,  Splendiferous,  Ihffeta  Petticoats, 
Judith  Smith.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Granger’s 
Wonderland,  Utako,  Rhapsodie  Clementine,  Nan  Walther. 
Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Shy  Blue,  Irish  Flirt,  Rob’s 
Pewter  Bells;  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard:  Wild  Irish  Rose; 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Marianne  Gershon.  Best 
Semiminiature:  Pixie  Grin;  Best  Miniature:  Lollipop;  Best 
Trailer:  Rob’s  Toorooka,  Rita  Perzaproski.  Best  Species: 
Saintpaulia  House  of  Amani,  Betsy  Gottshall.  Best 
Gesneriad:  Episcia Jimbriata,  Laura  Shannon.  Best  Design, 
Peggy  DePhillippo.  Design  Sweepstakes:  Judith  Smith  and 
Dot  'Ihylor  (tie) . 

CALIFORNIA  COUNCILS,  CA  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Tomahawk,  Mikado  Red,  Suncoast 
Paisley  Print;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s 
Boondoggle,  Rob’s  Buddy  Duddy,  Little  Pro;  Best  Miniature: 
.Midget  Silver  Fox;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Cathy  Cornibe. 
2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Ode  to  Beauty,  Ness’ 
Coral  Sunset,  Phantom  Flash;  Best  Standard:  Phantom  Flash; 
Best  Semiminiature:  Ness’  Crinkle  Blue,  Kathleen  Rapske. 
2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Cathy’s  Fireworks, 


School  Bells,  Little  James,  A1  Cornibe.  Best  in  Show/Best 
Trailer:  Milky  Way  'Trail,  Jeanie  Hatfield.  Best  Gesneriad: 
Nautilocalyx  pemphidius,  Vera  Parker.  Best  Design:  Mae 
Mendes.  Design  Sweepstakes,  Laverne  Cottet. 

MID  AMERICA  AVS,  MO  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Velvet  Ray’s,  Aca’s  Eye  Knees,  Twice 
Spice;  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard:  Clowning  Around, 
Raymond  Russell.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Rhapsodie  Dolly,  Annabelle,  Apache  Victory,  Sue  Hill.  Best 
Semiminiature:  Little  Pro;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes;  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Pat  Richards.  Best  Miniature:  'liny  Pink;  Best 
Gesneriad:  Episcia  ‘Helen  O’;  Best  Design,  Grace  McCurnin. 
Best  'Trailer:  Milky  Way  'hail,  Catherine  Swink. 

MID-ATLANTIC  AVS,  VA  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Party  Print,  Summer  Coral,  The  King, 
Rodney  Barnett.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Dean’s 
Bunny  Blue,  Rob’s  Outer  Orbit,  Mac’s  Halcyon’s  Horizon;  Best 
Semiminiature:  Mac’s  Halcyon’s  Horizon;  Best  Trailer: 
Champagne  Pink;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Linda 
Abplanalp.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s 
Hallucination,  Ness’  Crinkle  Blue,  Rob’s  Pink  Puff,  Joanne 
Baker.  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard:  Jungle  Print,  Marie 
Burns.  Best  Miniature:  Orchard’s  Bumble  Magnet,  Ralph 
Robinson.  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  tongwensis,  Kitty 
Hedgepeth.  Best  Gesneriad:  Kohleria  ‘Dark  Velvet’,  Olive 
Ma  Robinson.  Design  Sweepstakes,  Gary  Gordon. 

MISSOURI  VALLEY  AV  COUNCIL,  MO  -  Winners: 
Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Floozie,  Kathe  Denise, 
Smooch  Me,  Kent  Stork.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Ellie  Gardner,  Sweet  Amy  Sue,  Pink  Star  Lou;  Best 
'Trailer:  Sweet  Amy  Sue  Margaret  Condit.  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Irish  Flirt,  Cupid’s  Kiss,  Little  Pro, 
Susan  Hapner.  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard:  Optimara 
Manitoba,  Mary  Ann  Switzer.  Best  Semiminiature:  Ness’ 
Crinkle  Blue;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  grandifolia  #237, 
Ramona  Donnell.  Best  Miniature:  Persian  Prince,  Joan 
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Watts.  Best  Gesneriad:  xGlokeria  ‘Dragonsong’;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Gary  Dunlap.  Best  Design;  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Fran  Russom. 

NEW  YORK  STATE  AVS,  INC,,  NY  -  Winners;  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  B-Man’s  Caltanisetta,  Optimara 
Trinidad,  Perhaps  Love;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection: 
Snuggles  Little  Dreamer,  Vagabond,  Von’s  Small  Gift;  Best  in 
Show/Best  Standard;  B-Man’s  Comisco;  Best  Semiminiature; 
Von’s  Small  Gift,  Bruno  Curcuruto.  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Boogie  Woogie,  Rob’s  Fiddle 
Faddle,  Rob’s  Fuddy  Duddy;  Best  Miniature:  Orchard’s 
Bumble  Magnet,  Ralph  Robinson.  Best  Trailer:  Rob’s 
lindalee,  Edward  Bradford.  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia 
brevipilosa-.  Best  Gesneriad:  Sinningia  ‘White  Sprite’, 
Carolyn  Conlin-Lane.  Best  Design,  Barbara  Festenstein. 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Emma  Bygott.  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Penny  Wezel. 

THOUSAND  OAKS  AVS,  CA  -  Winners;  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Favorite  Child,  Bertha,  Ness’  Disco  Belle; 
Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Ness’  Sno  Fun,  Ness’  Red 
Express,  Ness’  Cranberry  Swirl;  Best  in  Show/Best 
Semiminiature:  Ness’  Sno  Fun;  Best  Miniature;  Petite  Jewel; 
Best  Trailer:  Spring  Trail;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Carroll 
Gealy.  Best  Standard:  Sonoma  Esther;  Best  Species: 
Saintpaulia  pendula  var.  kizarae,  Florence  Naylor.  Best 


Gesneriad:  Petrocosmea  Jlaccida,  Marcia  Shaver.  Best 
Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Ann  Wang. 

TRISTATE  AV  COUNCIL,  NY  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Ness’  White  Bear,  Optimara  Glacier  II, 
Optimara  Molokai;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  grandifolia 
#299;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Fred  Hill.  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection-.  Little  James,  Precious  Pink,  Rob’s  Jee 
Jim,  Ron  Ennis.  Best  in  Show/Best  Trailer;  Rob’s  Jindalee, 
Edward  Bradford.  Best  Standard:  Ness’  Forever  Blue,  Dale 
Jasaitis.  Best  Miniature:  Lucky  Lass,  Vincent  Gross.  Best 
Gesneriad:  Episcia  ‘Unpredictable  Valley’,  Jill  Fisher.  Best 
Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Karyn  Cichocki. 

WISCONSIN  COUNCIL  OF  AFRICAN  VIOLETS,  WI  - 
Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Optimara 
Harlequin,  Favorite  Child,  Splendiferous;  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Fuddy  Duddy,  Dangerous,  Teen 
Sweetheart;  Best  Standard;  Optimara  Harlequin;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Nancy  Braun.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Devil-may-care,  Picasso,  Favorite  Child;  Best 
Trailer:  Barbara  lane  Trail,  Bonnie  Henell.  Best  in  Show/Best 
Miniature:  Petite  Jewel,  Janice  Bruns.  Best  Semiminiature: 
Lollipop  Kid,  Ebe  Schreiber.  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia 
diplotricha  Punter  #6;  Best  Gesneriad:  Chrysothemis 
pulchella  ‘Bronze’;  Best  Design,  Kevin  Degner.  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Arlene  Garvens. 


what  is  a  Gesneriad? 

by  Dorothy  Townsend 


1.  A  family  of  plants  with  a  geographical  distribution 
around  the  world  in  the  tropical  and  north  and  south 
temperate  zones.  They  may  be  an  herb,  a  shrub,  a  vine, 
or  a  small  tree.  They  may  be  miniature  or  large. 

2.  The  flowers  have  petals  joined  at  the  base. 

3.  The  calyx  is  five-parted,  sometimes  large  and 
leafy. 

4.  The  ovar>'  is  superior  and  one  celled. 

5.  There  are  2  to  4  stamens  (the  male  part) 
which  are  usually  fused  in  pairs,  or  may  be 
all  joined  together  in  a  ring  or  a  square. 

6.  The  flowers  are  generally  borne  in  pairs 
on  a  peduncle  (a  flower  stalk  with  mul¬ 
tiple  buds)  or  on  pedicles  (a  flower  stalk 
with  a  single  bud)  from  the  axils  or 
nodes  of  the  leaves. 

7.  The  leaves  are  simple  (undivided) 
and  are  not  deeply  notched. 

8.  Some  are  epiphytes  (growing  on 
limbs  or  trunks  of  trees) ;  others  are  terrestrial  (living  in 
soil  at  ground  level.) 

9.  The  seeds  are  numerous  and  very  small. 


10.  They  have  a  variety  of  forms  of  roots  -  fibrous,  tuberous 
and  scaly  rhizomatous. 

1 1 .  The  family  shows  great  variety  in  means  of  propagation: 
seed,  rhizomes,  off-sets,  leaf  cuttings,  pieces  of  leaves, 
cuttings  of  tip  growth,  air  layering. 

While  the  African  violet  is  the  most  widely 
grown  member  of  the  family,  many  of  the 
others  have  been  in  active  cultivation  much 
longer.  Achimenes  have  been  known  since 
1 756,  Sinningia  speciosa  has  been 
in  cultivation  since  1817,  Kohleria 
was  introduced  in  1844,  episcias 
were  grown  from  seeds  at  Kew 
Gardens  in  England  in  1845  and 
Smithiantha  was  developed  commer¬ 
cially  in  1857.  Saintpaulia  was  not  found  in 
Africa  until  1892.  So  you  can  see,  it  was  a  sort  of 
“Johnny-come-lately”  in  the  gesneriad  family. 

From  “The  African  Violet”,  Official  Journal  of  the 
AV  Association  oj Australia,  Inc. 
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A  name  reservation  costs  $1.00  and  is  valid  for  two 
years,  after  which  time  it  may  be  extended  two  years  for 
an  additional  $1.00.  Registration  of  the  plant  is  $5.00 
unless  completed  within  the  reservation  period,  in  which 
case  the  balance  is  then  $4.00.  Please  make  check  payable 
to  AVSA. 


David  Hudson  -  Richmond,  VA 


Don  Thornburg  -  Grass  Valley,  CA 
‘Contrary  Mary  (8836)  10/18/99  (D.  Thornburg) 
Semidouble  light  pink  ruffled  pansy/darker  center, 
edge.  Medium  green,  quilted,  serrated.  Standard 


All  Seasons  African  Violet  Club  -  Framingham,  MA 
‘Harlan’s  Dream  (8837)  11/27/99  (All  Seasons  AVC/H. 
Montgomery)  Single-semidouble  coral  pansy.  Medium 
green,  plain,  ovate,  quilted/red  back.  Standard 


‘My  Mary  Sue  (8835)  10/4/99  (David  Hudson)  Single 
chimera  purple/white  stripe.  Light  green,  pointed, 
quilted,  glossy.  Standard 


REGISTRATION  CORRECTION 

Snowy  Sky  (8834)  Semidouble  light  blue  ruffled 
star/white  fantasy. 


Boyce  Edens  Research  Fund 

Marlene  Buck 

17235  N.  106th  Avenue  •  Sun  City,  AZ  85373-1958 

Donations  received  from  October  1,  1999  -  November  30,  1999; 


First  AVS  of  Denton,  Denton,  TX . 

Central  Connecticut  AVS,  Wethersfield,  CT  .  .  . 

In  memory  oj Stella  Drysgula 
Anne  and  Frank  Tlnari,  Huntingdon  Valley,  PA 

In  memory  of  Lyndon  Lyon  -  A  lifelongjriend  and  superb  hybridizer 
who  has  left  our  society  a  great  legacy  of  lasting  beauty 


Genevieve  Zondlo,  St.  Anthony,  MN . 10.00 

African  Violet  Study  Group,  Minneapolis,  MN . 124.00 

Northern  California  Council  of  AVS . 25.00 

San  Fernando  Valley  AVS,  Sepulveda,  CA . 25.00 

In  Memory  oJ Donald  Blancher 

Central  Connecticut  AVS,  Wethersfield,  CT . 20.00 

In  memory  of  Carolyn  Gqffan,  A  dedicated  “All  Violet”  lady  designer, 
grower  and  organizer  for  several  clubs 

Gail  Podany,  Minnetonka,  MN . 10.00 

Lorraine  Lyzak,  Mendham,  N] . 2.00 

Shirley  Saturensky,  Costa  Mesa,  CA . 5.00 

Carla  Yambert,  Murray,  KY . 7.00 

Felicia  Throop,  San  Diego,  CA . 10.00 

Thad  Trudell,  Dallas,  TX . 2.00 

Diane  Adamo,  Long  Beach,  NY . 5.00 

Aurora  Borealis  AVS,  Anchorage,  AK . 25.00 

loan  Baker,  Thief  River  Falls,  MN . 4.00 

Ohio  State  AVS,  Columbus,  OH . 50.00 

In  memory  of  Elmer  Lusk 

Tri  State  AVC,  Bordentown,  NJ . 20.00 


In  lieu  of  judges  expenses for  Lee  Borey,  Barbara  Church, 
Florence  Friedman,  Craig  Reed 


AVS  of  Rochester  NY . $25.00 

In  memory  of  Lyndon  Lyon 

MKO  Dyn-O-Mite,  Joplin,  MO . 25.00 

In  memory  of  Harriet  Schultz 

Montgomery  AVS,  Montgomery,  AL . 25.00 

AVS  of  Pensacola,  Pensacola.  FL . 10.00 

In  memory  qfjoycelin  Bethany,  a  charter  member 

Bergen  County  AVS,  NJ . 25.00 

In  lieu  of  speakers Jee  to  Karyn  Cichocki 

Bergen  County  AVS,  NJ . 25.00 

Casper  Bloomers  AVC,  Casper,  WY . 25.00 

In  memory  of  our  founder,  Beth  Dunbar 

Portland  AVS,  Portland,  OR . 100.00 

In  memory  of  our  dear  friend  and  past  president  Valerie  Miller 

Anne  Stevenson,  Roswell,  NM . 5.00 

Conrad  N.  Nelson,  Minneapolis,  MN . 2.00 

Barbara  D.  Perrott,  Newburgh,  NY . 1.00 

Betty- Ann  Lewandowski,  Seneca,  SC . 10.00 

Mark  C.  Bander,  Dewitt,  MI . 35.00 

Howard  A.  Ray,  Niskayuna,  NY . 5.00 

Lucinda  J.  Muni,  Wyckoff,  NJ . 5.00 

Lillian  Pullman,  Philadelphia,  PA . 5.00 

Marcia  Rich.  Livonia,  MI . 10.00 

Jack  Record,  North  Bay,  NY . 10.00 

S.A.  Fields,  Staines,  Middlesex,  England . 7.50 


$10.00 

20.00 

25.00 
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shaping  a  Plant 

by  Leonie  Chirgwin 


J  shaping  a  plant.  I  am  not  talking  about  Trailers, 
I  am  talking  about  Standards,  Semi-minis,  and  Minis. 
Choose  well  known  plants  that  you  know  are  well  behaved, 
which  grow  symmetrical  of  their  own  volition.  Ask  expert 
growers  which  plants  they  would  recommend.  Put  your  plants 
in  the  dead  center  of  the  pot.  Keep  it  to  a  single  crown,  remov¬ 
ing  side  shoots  as  soon  as  identified.  Remove  all  baby  leaves, 
the  little  round  ones  with  milky  stems  that  were  the 
beginnings  of  the  baby  plant. 

Plant  the  violet  so  the  potting  mix  is  just  below  the  rim  of 
the  pot,  so  the  leaf  stalks  can  grow  straight  out.  If  a  row  of 
leaves  is  obviously  smaller  than  succeeding  rows,  remove  it. 
If  many  leaves  are  damaged,  remove  them.  If  only  1  or  2 
leaves  are  marked  or  damaged,  leave  them  alone  if  their 
removal  would  destroy  the  symmetr>'  of  the  whole  plant.  Use 
an  aid  such  as  a  drinking  straw,  skewer,  toothpick,  or  peg  to 
move  a  wayward  leaf  bit  by  bit  to  its  correct  position  in  the 
symmetrical  pattern.  Don’t  tiy'  to  move  a  leaf  1  inch  (2cm)  in 
one  move  or  it  will  certainly  snap  off. 


Use  a  collar  to  teach  plants  not  to  let  the  leaves  ^ 
curl  down  around  the  pot  (there  are  many  cultural  reasons 
that  this  may  be  happening  so  you  need  to  check  all  aspects 
of  your  plant’s  culture  to  correct  problems) .  This  also  applies 
to  plants  whose  foliage  grows  up.  You  can  train  it  to  grow  flat¬ 
ter  by  gently  pushing  the  foliage  down  every  time  you  walk 
past,  or  by  weighing  the  leaves  down  with  something  (a  col¬ 
lar  on  top  of  the  foliage  and  some  coins  top  of  the  collar) .  Of 
course,  make  sure  that  your  plants  are  not  crowded,  and  have 
enough  light  and  that  you  have  chosen  a  hybrid  that  usually 
sits  flat.  The  most  obvious  training  exercise  is  to  turn  the 
whole  pot  a  quarter  turn  ever>'  few  days  or  you  will  have  a 
sloping  plant.  My  personal  advice  about  training  a  plant  to 
have  a  good  flat  symmetrical  shape,  is  to  train  yourself  to  only 
choose  plants  that  grow  that  way  automatically  without  need¬ 
ing  too  much  interference  from  the  owner. 

From  the  "Newsletter”  of  the 
Early  Morn  AV  Group,  Inc.,  Australia 


Role  of  the  Show  Chairman 

by  Ruth  Wasserman  •  Portola  Valley,  CA 


At  the  end  of  my  second  term  as  Show  Chairman,  I  asked 
each  show  committee  chairman  to  submit  their  recommen¬ 
dations  to  me.  I  have  combined  these  with  helpful  hints  for  our 
next  Show  Chairman. 

I  am  passing  this  information  along,  hoping  it  may  help 
others.  Please  adjust  the  dates  for  your  club  show,  and  make 
any  changes  depending  on  which  show  committees  your  club 
has  each  year. 

If  you  don’t  already  have  one,  buy  an  AVSA  Handbook 
For  African  Violet  Growers,  Exhibitors  and  Judges  (refer  to  a 
current  AVM) . 

If  you  are  working  with  a  mall,  approach  them  in  early 
September. 

1 .  TfyMo  get  the  Mother’s  Day  weekend. 

2.  Call  the  A’VSA  Office  to  obtain  a  proof-of-insurance  since 
malls  usually  require  one.  (See  insurance  info  on  page  5) 

3.  Sign  a  contract,  if  required  by  the  mall. 

4.  Early  in  january  contact  the  mall  to  confirm  the  date. 
Have  your  committee  chairmen  selected  by  September.  Tr>' 

to  appoint  members  according  to  their  interests  and  expertise. 

Work  with  the  Design  Chairman  on  a  theme.  Get  input 
from  club  members  at  the  September  meeting.  Attend 
meetings  with  the  design  committee  to  work  on  the  logo, 
theme,  and  color  scheme. 

As  soon  as  the  schedules  are  ready,  send  3  of  them  to  the 
AVSA  Affiliate  Chairman  (refer  to  business  page  -  front  cover 
AVM) .  Along  with  the  schedules,  send  fees  for  collection  rib¬ 
bons. 


Contact  your  council’s  awards  chairman,  for  rosettes. 

Be  available  to  accompany  committee  chairmen  on  their 
shopping  expeditions  and  assist  them  in  e\'ery  way  possible 
upon  request.  Check  with  them  from  time  to  time  on  their 
progress  and  needs. 

Act  as  a  cheerleader  at  regular  club  meetings  to  stir  up 
enthusiasm  and  insure  full  participation. 

At  the  meeting  before  the  show,  have  sign-up  sheets  for 
work  schedules.  If  you  are  lacking  a  Design  Chairman,  organ¬ 
ize  and  circulate  a  design  sign-up  sheet. 

Show  Time  Duties: 

1 .  Be  responsible  for  the  mall  key  at  all  times.  Be  the  first  one 
to  arrive  to  let  members  in.  If  possible  be  at  the  mall 
throughout  your  show  days. 

2.  Work  along  with  everyone  setting  up  the  show,  but  defer 
to  the  Staging  and  Classification  Chairmen  at  all  times. 
Assist  in  placing  entries  and  all  finishing  touches. 

3.  Attend  the  Judges  Breakfast  and  Luncheon.  During  judg¬ 
ing,  sit  by  the  Classification  Chairman  to  do  the  tallying. 

4.  Act  as  a  general  hostess  and  fill  in  at  all  jobs  as  needed. 

5.  Assist  in  cleanup,  staying  to  the  bitter  end! 

As  I  see  it,  the  main  functions  of  the  Show  Chairman  are: 
Expediter,  Crisis  Manager,  Peace  Keeper,  Encourager, 
Complimenter,  and  Cheerleader. 

In  other  words...KEEP  EVERYONE  HAPPY! 

From  the  California  Council  News,  joint  publication 
of  the  Northern  and  Southern  CA  Councils 
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Humidity  For  African  Violets 

by  Cheryl  Salatino 


Moist  air  is  vital  to  the  flowering  of  African  violets.  Our 
plants  need  to  draw  moisture  from  the  atmosphere  as  well  as 
the  soil.  There  are  several  ways  to  raise  the  humidity  level  in 
your  growing  area.  If  you  have  an  hygrometer,  you  can 
accurately  measure  the  humidity  levels.  The  ideal  humidity 
condition  for  our  favorite  plants  is  60  to  70%,  although  they 
bloom  beautifully  in  40  to  60%  humidity,  too. 

Here  are  some  suggestions: 

•  Place  some  pebbles  at  the  bottom  of  your  tray  or  saucer. 
Fill  the  tray  with  water,  slightly  below  the  surface  line. 
Make  sure  that  the  pots  don’t  come  in  contact  with  the 
water  (remember,  African  violets  don’t  like  wet  feet) . 

•  Capillary  mats  can  be  placed  at  the  bottom  of  the  tray, 
and  watering  can  be  accomplished  by  having  your  pots 
sit  on  the  damp  surface.  The  soil  will  draw  the  water  it 
needs  through  the  pot’s  drainage  holes,  while  additional 
humidity  will  be  achieved  through  the  evaporation  of 
water  from  the  surface  of  the  mat.  If  your  plants  are  in 
saucers,  this  method  can  be  used  for  evaporation  alone. 
Make  sure  that  the  mat  is  damp  and  not  too  wet. 

•  Egg  crating,  the  plastic  grid  that  is  used  for  fluorescent 
ceiling  lights,  can  also  be  placed  at  the  bottom  of  a  tray. 
You  can  wick  water  in  this  common  reservoir  (be  careful 
of  spreading  pests).  Or,  like  the  capillary  matting 
described  above,  a  small  amount  of  water  on  the  bottom 
can  be  used  for  evaporation  purposes  when  your  plants 
sit  in  saucers. 


•  Group  your  African  violets  together.  A  grouping  of  plants 
will  transmit  moisture  through  their  leaves  and  soil 
surface.  Always  make  sure  that  there  Is  enough  air 
circulation  between  the  plants,  however.  Overcrowding 
can  contribute  to  other  problems  (e.g.  powdery  mildew). 

•  A  humidifier.  Just  as  we  like  to  raise  the  humidity  levels 
for  ourselves  in  the  winter  months,  the  plants  like  it  too. 
I  found  that  the  bloom  stalks  were  in  much  greater  abun¬ 
dance  after  I  added  some  humidity  and  warmth  to  my 
usually  cool  growing  area. 

A  Precautionary  Measure: 

As  you  raise  the  humidity  level,  monitor  the  temperature 
in  your  plant  room.  Watch  for  signs  of  powdery  mildew. 
When  the  temperature  is  cool  and  the  moisture  level  Is  high, 
the  conditions  may  be  right  for  this  fungus.  If  you  keep  the 
air  circulating  (a  small  fan  will  do  nicely) ,  you  can  avoid  the 
problem.  If  the  daytime  and  evening  temperatures  vary  more 
than  10  degrees,  take  an  extra  precaution  and  spray  some 
Lysol  in  the  room  on  a  daily  basis. 

Remember,  consistency  is  the  key  to  growing  African 
violets.  Experimentation  is  fine,  but  once  you  discover  what 
your  plants  like,  try  to  give  them  consistent  conditions. 


by  Dorothy  Schroeder 


The  blossoms  1  look  for  are  fresh  -  those  that  have 
opened  and  are  standing  nice  and  erect.  The  stems  should  be 
strong  and  thick.  Stems  that  are  thin,  weak  and  limp  won’t 
hold  up.  With  a  sharp  knife,  I  cut  the  stem  as  long  as  possi¬ 
ble  and  put  it  in  tepid  water,  just  so  the  blossom  doesn’t  get 
wet  or  into  the  water.  You  can  use  small  medicine  bottles  or 
any  little  containers. 

When  I  have  a  lot  of  blossoms  to  harden  at  one  time,  I 
take  a  container  similar  to  a  cottage  cheese  container,  fill  it 
with  tepid  water,  put  foil  over  the  top,  and  fasten  it  with  a 
rubber  band.  Then  I  poke  holes  In  the  foil,  so  I  can  put  the 
stem  of  the  blossom  in  the  water  and  the  blossom  lays  on 
the  foil  without  getting  wet.  Then  I  put  the  container  in  a 
plastic  bag  with  the  top  closed.  The  humidity  in  the  bag  will 


keep  the  blossoms  fresh.  They  stand  overnight  and  are 
ready  the  next  day  to  be  used  in  my  arrangement.  Discard 
any  wilted  blossoms.  Try  to  keep  the  blossoms  from  touch¬ 
ing  each  other  -  you  don’t  want  them  marred  or  to  have  j 
brown  spots.  Buds  stay  very  well  in  this  way  also.  The  buds  j 
will  open  in  the  process,  lighter  in  color  and  smaller,  but  they  j 
will  fit  in  nicely.  ; 

Double  blossoms  last  longer  than  single  blossoms.  When  . 
I  find  I  need  the  blossoms  for  a  couple  of  days,  I  re-cut  the  | 
stems  a  tiny  bit  and  put  them  back  in  clean,  fresh,  tepid 
water.  I  have  had  blossoms  stay  fresh  for  almost  a  week. 

From  “ African  Violet  Leaves”, 
publication  of  the  Illinois  AVS 
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lAght  Requirements 

by  Leonie  Chirgwin 


We  can  take  2  approaches  to 
this  topic.  One  is  the  empirical 
approach  where  you  learn  by  your 
mistakes  (or  by  other  peoples’  mis¬ 
takes)  by  trial  and  error,  and  by 
obser\’ing  your  plants  day  to 
day.  The  other  approach  is  the  sci¬ 
entific  one  where  you  study  the  technical 
details  of  the  type  of  light,  the  foot  candles 
required,  the  light  spectrum  and  photosynthesis.  I  will  take 
the  trial  and  error  method.  If  you  want  to  study  the  scientific 
methods  and  reasoning,  you  may  frequent  the  libraiy^  and 
read  about  it. 

Light  for  our  purposes  can  be  divided  into  4  types  - 
Natural,  Incandescent,  Fluorescent,  and  Hi-tech.  We  can 
immediately  discard  the  Hi-tech  section  because  it  is  only  in 
its  infancy,  is  too  expensive,  and  too  complex  for  us  to  use 
yet.  Similarly,  we  can  discard  incandescent  light  as  it  is  not 
efficient  in  producing  flowers,  although  I  use  a  100  watt 
globe  directly  above  a  clear  plastic  covered  container  to  grow 
from  seed.  So  the  two  types  of  light  we  use  for  our  African 
violets  are  natural  and  fluorescent. 

Growing  in  natural  light  requires  experimentation  in  your 
home,  to  find  just  the  right  spot  with  the  best  light.  I  will  not 
say  an  east  window  is  good,  but  a  south  is  not.  Many  things 
affect  the  strength  of  light,  and  the  length  of  time  it  shines  on 


a  particular  area,  such  as  overhanging  eaves,  nearby  trees 
and  shrubs,  or  buildings,  clean  or  grubby  windows  and  the 
size  and  type  of  those  windows. 

Experts  say  that  African  violets  need  1 2  hours  light  per 
day  to  flower,  but  here  in  Melbourne  that  is  unrealistic  to 
hope  for.  One  thing  I  ha\'e  read  is  that  the  natural  light  needs 
to  be  strong  enough  to  cast  a  shadow  of  an  object,  (your 
hand)  held  6"  (15cm)  above  the  shelf,  table,  or  window  sill. 
At  times  there  is  the  need  to  be  screened  from  the  strength  of 
the  sun  by  some  protection  such  as  light  curtaining. 

Fluorescent  light  allows  you  to  put  your  plant  collection 
wherever  you  wish,  and  to  control  the  quality  and  quantity 
of  light.  You  need  2  x  40  watt  tubes  with  reflectors.  You  need 
the  top  of  the  plants  8"-  10",  (20-25cm)  below  the  tubes.  You 
need  to  have  the  lights  on  for  10-12  hours  per  day.  Of  course, 
the  purchase  or  building  of  a  light  stand  and  the  electricity  bill 
later  deter  some  people  from  growing  under  lights,  but  the 
ad\’antage  is  the  results. 

If  you  definitely  will  never  have  a  light  stand,  don’t 
despair,  just  be  \’ety  selecti\’e  in  the  plants  you  grow.  I’ll  now 
make  a  solemn,  serious  statement.  All  African  violets  do  not 
want  the  same  culture  and  conditions.  So  by  trial  and  error 
and  close  observation  get  to  the  point  where  you  only  keep 
the  plants  that  enjoy  your  home  and  its  conditions. 

from  the  "Newsletter  of  the 
Early  Mom  AV  Group,  Inc.,  Australia 


NO,  I  DIDN’T 

by  Ethel  Champion  •  Clay  NY 


In  a  recent  AVSA  magazine  article  I  was  given  credit  for 
creating  ‘Frosty’,  a  blue  and  white  single  and  one  of  the  first 
varieties  with  crown  variegation.  I  wish  I  had,  but  I  did  not. 
According  to  an  old  Master  List  it  was  introduced  by  Ulery.  I 
had  purchased  it  from  a  nearby  violet  shop  on  March  16, 
1963.  Old  records  sure  do  come  in  handy! 

Perhaps  the  confusion  came  because  I  have  said  before 
that  I  did  use  ‘Frosty’  for  my  first  variegated  cross.  I  loved  the 
variegation  and  thought  it  was  so  pretty  but  could  visualize 
it  with  ruffled  foliage.  So  I  crossed  it  with  ‘Iowa’,  a  blue  with 
ruffled  foliage  introduced  by  Kellar.  No  one  knew  then  that 


the  variegated  variety  should  bear  the  seeds  if  you  want  var¬ 
iegation,  but  1  accidentally  did  it  correctly.  A  resulting 
seedling  was  what  I  was  hoping  for;  the  same  single  blue  and 
white  blossom  on  vety  good  ruffled  variegated  foliage.  It  was 
gorgeous  and  was  named  ‘Silver  Flute'. 

But  hybridizers  are  never  satisfied  and  so  next  I  wanted 
double  flowers  and  along  came  ‘Silver  Crest’  and  then  many, 
many  more.  1  worked  for  pink,  red,  larger  flowers,  fantasy, 
light  blue,  etc.  Just  this  morning  some  newly  planted  seeds 
are  up  and  I  wonder  what  they  will  be. 
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An  Introduction  to  the 
Saintpaulia  Species 

by  Rob  and  Olive  Ma  Robinson  •  Naples,  New  York 


Some  of  the  easiest  to  grow  African  violets  are  the  most 
under  appreciated  and  least  grown.  These  are  the  Saintpaulia 
species,  the  “native”  African  violets,  the  ancestors  to  which  all 
of  our  modem  hybrids  can  be  traced.  It’s  a  pity  that  these 
plants  are  so  overlooked,  since  most  of  them  are  more  toler¬ 
ant  of  typical  home  conditions  than  are  many  modem  hybrids. 
In  fact,  most  prefer  the  cooler,  low  light  conditions  that  exist 
on  most  shaded  windowsills  or  the  ends  of  a  light  stand,  an 
undesirable  location  for  many  of  today’s  hybrids. 

The  African  violet  was  first  discovered  in  1892,  in  East 
Africa,  most  growing  in  the  Usumbara  mountains  of  Tanzania. 
They  can  be  found  on  the  shaded  cliffs  and  mountainsides, 
growing  in  crevices  of  the  limestone  rocks,  on  moist  rocks 
along  rivers  or  on  the  moist,  shaded  forest  floor.  Baron  von 
Saint  Paul  Illaire  collected  some  of  these  plants,  and  sent 
seeds  of  two  of  them,  now  believed  to  be  5.  ionantha  and 
5.  confusa,  to  his  father  in  Germany.  His  father  grew  these 
seeds  and  showed  them  to  botanist  Herman  Wendland,  who 
named  the  species  Saintpaulia,  in  honor  of  its  discoverer.  The 
first  of  these  was  named  S.  ionantha,  which  in  Latin  means 
“like  a  violet”. 

From  their  discovery  until  the  mid-1930’s,  African  violets 
weren’t  widely  grown.  It  was  at  this  time  that  an  American 
firm,  Armacost  and  Royston,  introduced  the  “original  ten” 
hybrids,  the  first  of  the  “hybrid”  violets  grown  by  hobbyists. 
Most  of  today’s  hybrids  are  descended  from  only  a  few  of  the 
species,  namely  S.  ionantha  and  5.  confusa,  while  5.  grotei  is 
the  likely  original  ancestor  of  many  of  the  modem  trailing 
varieties. 

Today,  much  of  the  very  small,  fragile,  ecosystem  that 
sustains  the  Saintpaulia  species  is  slowly  disappearing  or 
being  threatened.  This  makes  it  all  the  more  important  that 
hobbyists  keep  these  plants  in  cultivation.  Though  overshad¬ 
owed  by  their  more  spectacular  descendants,  the  species  are 
still  very  much  worth  growing.  Here  are  a  few  that  we’ve  had 
personal  experience  with. 

S.  brevipilosa.  Means  “short  hairs”  in  Latin.  This  is  a 
must  for  any  serious  collector,  since  it  is  the  most  “touchable” 
of  all  violets.  Its  small,  round,  glossy  foliage  has  the  feel  of  a 
soft  kitten,  though  we  found  the  petioles  to  have  an  annoying 
tendency  to  twist.  Remember  the  commercial,  “don’t  touch 
the  Charmin’’?  You’ll  find  yourself  telling  visitors,  “don’t  touch 
the  violet!”  It  has  small,  light  purple  fiowers  and  blooms 
easily. 

5.  difficilis.  Another  easy  to  grow  species  with  medium 


blue  blooms  and  somewhat  thicker,  hairy,  light  green  leaves. 
Contrary  to  its  name,  it’s  not  difficult  at  all. 

5.  diplotricha.  This  is  one  of  our  very  favorites,  and  one 
that  we’d  recommend  for  every  grower.  With  its  dark,  round 
leaves  and  lovely  pale  blue  flowers,  it’s  as  pretty  as  most  mod¬ 
ern  plants.  It  also  is  nearly  always  in  heavy  bloom  and  grows 
well  with  little  effort. 

5.  grandifolia.  This  is  the  species  that  we  would  most 
recommend  for  exhibitors  wanting  to  grow  a  large  plant. 
We’ve  grown  it  this  way  for  show  (don’t  give  it  too  much 
light).  It  has  large,  thin,  paper-like  leaves,  and  is  an  extremely 
heavy  bloomer,-  even  when  grown  as  a  houseplant.  It  has 
blue-violet  flowers. 

S.  ionantha.  The  most  common,  and  popular  of  the 
species.  Another  good  specimen  for  show,  since  the  dark, 
pointed,  foliage  is  flat  and  symmetrical.  It  freely  produces  a 
constant  display  of  medium  blue-purple  flowers. 

5.  nitida.  This  is  a  pretty  plant,  with  smooth,  round,  shiny 
leaves  and  deep,  blue- violet  blooms.  It’s  a  taller  grower,  with 
leaves  produced  further  apart  along  its  stem.  We’ve  found  it 
suckers  readily  and  can  be  easier  when  grown  multicrowned. 
Grown  single  crowned,  it  needs  frequent  repotting.  Still,  it’s  an 
easy  grower  and  bloomer. 

5.  orbicularis.  This  is  a  very  easy,  upright  grower  that 
we’ve  found  needs  to  be  grown  multicrowned,  since  it  suck¬ 
ers  too  freely  to  be  grown  otherwise.  It  has  shiny,  round, 
medium  to  dark  green  leaves,  and  freely  produces  lots  of  blue 
flowers. 

S.  rupicola.  This  one  has  shiny,  heart-shaped  leaves  and 
light  blue-violet  flowers.  It’s  interesting,  but  we’ve  found  that 
it  has  an  annoying  habit  of  suckering  and  growing  sideways 
in  its  pot. 

S.  tongwensis.  Foliage  is  similar  to  ionantha,  but  leaves 
are  narrower  and  more  succulent.  It  grows  easily  single- 
crowned  and  has  light  blue  flowers. 

5.  velutina.  Another  of  our  very  favorites,  this  has  the 
prettiest  foliage,  we  think,  of  all  the  species.  The  round  leaves 
are  very  dark,  crinkled,  serrated,  and  hairy.  It’s  constantly  in 
bloom,  producing  medium  violet  flowers. 

‘House  oJAmanV.  This  is  a  ‘natural  hybrid’  (one  which  is 
believed  to  have  occurred  in  nature) ,  and  is  very  similar  to 
S.  ionantha  in  most  every  way.  'Very  easy. 

From  VioletsFun  Photo  Journals 
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What’s  Missing  From  This  Picture? 


Chances  are,  few  of  today’s  garden  centers  know 
as  much  about  growing  African  Violets  as  you  do. 
No  doubt,  this  explains  why  so  many  knowledge¬ 
able  Violet  growers  have  a  hard  time  finding  the 
products  they  need.  For  anyone  who  knows  what 
it  takes  to  grow  beautiful,  full-blooming  African 
Violets,  it  can  be  like  putting  together  a  puzzle, 
only  to  find  there’s  a  piece  missing.  We  know  the 
feeling.  That’s  why  we  started  the  Selective 
Gardener,  a  plant  care  supplier  that  specializes 
in  products  for  African  Violets. 

Everything  You  Need  to  Grow  Beautiful, 
Full-Blooming  African  Violets 

The  Selective  Gardener  makes  it  easy  to  get  the 
products  you  need.  As  a  plant  care  supplier  that 
specializes  in  African  Violets,  the  Selective 
Gardener  carries  a  full  line  of  plant  care  products 
with  brand  names  like  Optimara. 

•  Fully-dissolving,  urea-free  fertilizers 

•  Self-watering  devices  such  as  the  Watermaid 
and  the  new,  spill-proof  Optimara  WaterShip 

•  Ultralight,  pH-balanced  potting  media 

•  Pots,  trays  and  plant  covers 

•  Show  accessories  and  more 

From  Leaf  Cuttings  to  Finished  Violets 

In  addition  to  plant  care  products,  the  Selective 
Gardener  offers  African  Violets  in  several  pot  sizes, 
including  genuine  Miniatures.  You  can  also  order 
leaf  cuttings  from  all  of  the  available  Optimara 
and  Rhapsodie  varieties. 


A  Complete  African  Violet  Resource 

The  Selective  Gardener  is  a  complete  African  Violet 
resource.  Send  for  the  Selective  Gardener  catalog, 
and  you  will  find  offers  for  plant  care  products, 
Violets  and  leaf  cuttings,  even  books  and  posters. 
Or  go  online,  and  you  will  find  even  more.  At  the 
Selective  Gardener’s  internet  site  (http://wvw. 
selectivegardener.com),  you  will  have  access  to  a 
number  of  resources  not  available  anywhere  else. 

•  Growing  tips  from  the  world  famous  Holtkamp 
Greenhouses 

•  Complete  interactive  Violet  identification  guide 

•  Links  to  other  useful  sites  such  as  Doctor 
Optimara,  a  symptom-based,  interactive 
guide  for  diagnosing  pests  and  pathogens 

•  Reviews  of  African  Violet  products 

(Tip:  If  you  do  not  have  access  to  the  internet,  try 
your  public  libraiy.  Many  libraries,  now,  provide 
computers  for  public  use,  as  well  as  helpful 
assistance  for  anyone  wanting  to  go  online.) 

The  Selective  Gardener  Catalog 

To  receive  the  Selective  Gardener 
catalog,  send  $1  (which  will  be 
credited  to  your  first  order)  with 
your  name  and  address  to: 

The  Selective  Gardener 
60 1 1  Martingale  Lane 
Brentwood,  TN  37027 

Or  visit  us  online  at 
http;  /  /  WWW.  selectivegardener.com. 


(Selective 

Gardener) 
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P.O.  Box  9 
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Dorothy  Kosowsky 
712  Cunningham  Dr. 
Whittier,  CA  90601 
email:  dot3Joe@earthlink.net 


On  a  personal  note  I  would  like  to  thank  all  those  kind 
contributors  to  Question  Box  who  sent  me  good  wishes  for  a 
speedy  recovery.  I’m  doing  very  well  and  so  are  the  African 
violets  which  is  a  very  large  plus.  I  happen  to  think  they  are 
the  best  medicine  as  they  offer  such  a  beautiful  reward  for  the 
time  and  energy  we  lavish  on  them. 

During  the  years  of  growing  and  especially  now  that  I 
receive  questions  from  growers  all  over  the  country,  it  seems 
a  major  problem  for  most  new  and  even  some  not  so  new 
growers  to  deal  with  the  removal  of  leaves  to  promote 
growth.  Perhaps  the  problem  is  one  of  the  words  used  in  the 
instructions  of  creating  a  show  plant.  You  are  told  to  remove 
the  immature  leaves.  That  would  be  fine  if  you  were  always 
talking  about  a  small  starter  plant,  but  as  the  plant  grows  this 
is  really  not  the  correct  designation  for  the  leaves  that  need 
to  be  removed.  Starting  with  the  plant  growing  on  after  being 
separated  from  the  mother  leaf,  you  will  find  you  have 
several  different  leaf  shapes,  some  with  extra  long  petioles 
(leaf  stem) ,  too  oblong,  a  slight  deformity  in  the  leaf  such  as 
a  missing  piece  that  just  appeared  for  no  reason,  but  all  larger 
than  the  leaves  in  the  row  above.  All  of  these  leaves  need  to 
be  removed.  After  keeping  the  undesirable  leaves  removed 
for  a  few  weeks,  when  looking  at  your  plant  you  begin  to  see 
a  nice  central  group  of  leaves  that  have  a  uniform  growth 
pattern  and  while  they  may  not  be  exactly  the  same  size  it’s 
very  close.  As  the  plant  grows  on  there  may  be  leaves  in  the 
bottom  row  that  again  grow  out  in  a  shape  that  does  not  con¬ 
form,  or  they  may  get  damaged,  these  also  should  be 
removed  as  soon  as  possible.  The  rule  of  removing  all  leaves 
in  the  bottom  row  that  are  smaller  than  those  in  the  row 
above  holds  true  no  matter  what  stage  the  plant  is  in.  Don’t 
be  afraid  to  make  the  plant  smaller!!!  It’s  hard  for  a  lot  of 
people  to  think  they  are  improving  their  plant  by  the  removal 
of  leaves,  but  for  outstanding  show  plants  it’s  vital.  For  all  of 
you  that  need  to  prove  to  yourself  that  leaf  removal  is  all 
that  important  I’d  like  to  offer  a  challenge.  Take  two  plantlets 
of  the  same  variety  the  next  time  you  divide  babies  and 


follow  the  strict  rules  of  removal  on  one  and  let  the  other 
grow  as  you  see  fit,  but  one  more  thing  -  all  bloom  buds  are 
removed  on  the  test  plant  also.  See  for  yourself  just  how 
beautiful  a  starter  plant  can  be  in  just  three  short  months.  The 
leaves  will  be  larger  and  the  plant  will  actually  look  more 
robust. 

QUESTION:  Do  you foliar feed  all  your  plants? 

ANSWER:  All  plants  that  are  under  lights  on  my  plant 
stands  are  foliar  fed  once  a  week  with  a  full  strength  solution 
of  20-20-20  fertilizer  and  this  includes  some  Rex  begonias 
which  are  young  starts  from  leaf  wedges.  By  full  strength  I 
mean  instead  of  a  quarter  strength  I’m  using  a  quarter 
teaspoon  of  fertilizer  in  a  quart  of  ‘Purified  Water’  which  I 
heat  in  the  microwave  in  a  measuring  bowl.  This  is  a  hot 
water  solution  which  is  put  in  a  pump  type  sprayer  (mine  is 
a  Chapin  sprayer  which  holds  a  quart  and  a  half  of  water, 
available  at  places  like  Home  Depot,  Home  Base  or  a 
nursery).  You  use  the  fine  mist  setting  (fully  closed)  and 
spray  only  until  the  plant  looks  frosted  as  it  would  from  dew. 
This  same  sprayer  is  the  one  I  use  to  wash  my  plants  every 
six  weeks  or  so  but  on  the  jet  setting  (open  up  a  turn  or  two) 
as  this  gives  good  cleaning  power  but  won’t  damage  the 
plant.  This  is  a  handy  gadget,  as  when  pumped  up,  I  can  use 
about  a  half  of  the  liquid  in  the  sprayer  before  I  need  to  pump 
it  up  again.  All  you  have  to  do  is  spray.  When  you  have  a 
large  number  of  plants  you  can’t  make  exceptions  for  certain 
plants,  so  if  I’m  using  20-20-20  that  watering,  all  get  20-20- 
20.  Ditto  foliar  feeding  variegates,  miniatures,  trailers  or 
other  gesneriads.  All  receive  the  same  treatment.  One  word  of 
caution,  do  not  start  a  foliar  feeding  program  unless  you  have 
time  for  all  leaves  to  grow  out  before  a  show,  since  it’s  quite 
apparent  you  have  made  a  culture  change  when  the  leaves 
become  a  darker  green.  In  other  words  you  need  a  minimum 
of  four  months  for  the  transition  from  no  foliar  feeding  to 
foliar  feeding  on  standards  and  a  very  large  specimen  might 
need  six  months. 
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QUESTION:  1  have  several  violets  in  my  collection 
(ranging  in  age  from  1  year  to  15  years)  which  are  not 
properly  identified.  Members  of  my  local  club  were  unable  to 
assist  in  the  identification  or  name  of  these  plants.  The 
Master  Variety  List  has  also  not  been  of  much  help  since  it 
has  been  difficult  for  me  to  accurately  match  a  specimen  to 
a  written  description.  Is  there  a  version  of  the  MVL  which 
includes  photos  or  is  there  any  other  resource  available  that 
can  assist  me  in  identifying  these  plants? 

ANSWER:  You  don’t  mention  whether  you  have  used 
First  Class  (a  software  program  containing  the  MVL)  which  is 
available  from  the  AVSA  office.  With  this  program  it  is  possi¬ 
ble  to  look  for  a  blossom  color  or  type  of  foliage.  You  could 
also  look  at  some  of  the  African  violet  sites  online  that  put  up 
pictures  of  various  varieties.  The  other  source  is  catalogs  of 
the  bigger  growers  such  as  Holtkamp/Optimara.  You  can  find 
their  addresses  in  the  African  Violet  Magazine  under  the  list¬ 
ings  for  commercials  with  information  on  requesting  their 
catalog.  (See  the  Sept./Oct.  99  AVM  insert) 

Perhaps  your  club  has  a  librar>'  of  old  African  Violet 
Magazines  that  you  could  borrow  and  go  through  to  check 
the  pictures.  Many  old  varieties  are  still  being  shown  and 
others  are  sought  after  by  people  who  once  grew  them  and 
would  like  to  have  them  back  in  their  collection.  Any  time 
you  are  able  to  attend  a  State  or  Regional  show,  take  along  a 
note  book  and  see  if  you  can  spot  one  or  more  of  your  violets. 

QUESTION:  Why  don 't  we  have  plants  on  the  market 
with  large  double  blooms  and  strong  stems?  Most  plants 
look  like  plants  sold  at  grocery  stores. 

ANSWER:  Since  I  have  no  knowledge  of  your  area  and 
the  particular  sources  available  to  you,  it’s  difficult  to  answer 
your  question.  At  the  AVSA  National  Shows  there  is  certain¬ 
ly  no  problem  in  securing  the  type  of  plant  you  describe.  In 
the  Southern  California  area  we  have  many  opportunities  to 
buy  this  type  of  plant.  I  recommend  you  look  over  the  plants 
pictured  in  the  African  Violet  Magazine,  choose  those  with 
the  qualities  you  desire  in  your  collection  and  send  for  them 
from  a  supplier  listing  those  varieties,  or  send  for  catalogs 
and  see  if  the  plants  you  like  are  listed.  If  the  qualities  you 
like  were  present  in  an  old  variety  tr>'  to  locate  a  seller  who 
has  that  plant.  As  a  grower,  that  enjoys  showing,  1  always 
choose  strong  peduncles  (fiower  stems)  and  either  double  or 
very  fioriferous  (many  flowers  per  peduncle)  types  of  plants 
due  to  their  showing  quality.  Tiy'ing  new  varieties,  especially 
if  they  are  starter  plants,  may  prove  a  disappointment  to  you 
as  they  have  not  reached  a  point  where  they  can  produce  the 
number  of  blooms  and  often  are  not  as  double  or  large  as 
they  will  be  when  fully  grown.  The  main  reason  for  remov¬ 
ing  leaves  and  disbudding  is  to  condition  the  specimen  to  pro¬ 
duce  beautiful  foliage  and  a  splendid  head  of  bloom.  With 
channeling  all  the  energies  to  the  growth  of  the  plant  in  the 
beginning,  it’s  similar  to  laying  down  a  good  foundation  for 
a  house.  Once  you  have  a  strong  plant  you  are  ready  for  the 


premiere  performance.  By  the  way,  many  of  the  plants  sold 
at  grocery  stores  are  from  growers  that  don’t  want  to  take  the 
time  to  properly  tag  the  plants  and  are  willing  to  sell  them  at 
a  reduced  price.  Often  if  you  are  up  on  what  is  coming  out  of 
the  larger  grower’s  greenhouses  you  can  spot  named 
varieties. 

QUESTION:  I  disagree  with  your  answer  to  the  lady 
who  had  a  “no-name”  plant.  If  we  have  a  plant  with  no 
name  presented for  entry  arid  are  unable  to  find  it  in  the 
MVL  or  a  listmgfrorn  a  seller  or  hybridizer  we  give  it  a  name 
arid  enter  it  in  the  show.  We  make  sure  that  the  name  does 
not  appear  in  any  MVL  or  other  listing.  Some  of  these  plants 
have  been  chosen  Best  in  Class.  I  can ’t find  the  ride  in  the 
Judge’s  Handbook  that  disqualfies  a  plant foi'm  the  show 
because  of  not  being  named  or  r'egistered. 

ANSWER:  My  answer  was  based  on  the  following  mle. 
On  page  45  of  the  current  Handbook  for  Growers,  Exhibitors 
and  Judges  under  AVSA  mles  to  be  included  in  Schedules,  mle 
2.  All  African  violet  species,  Culti\’ars  and  other  gesneriads 
shall  be  correctly  named.  However,  all  cultivar  names  need 
not  be  listed  in  AVSA  publications.  A  cultivar  does  not  have 
to  be  listed  in  the  Master  Variety  List  or  Supplements  to  be 
entered  in  an  Affiliate  or  Con\'ention  Show.  Sometimes  older 
varieties  were  never  listed  for  some  reason  or  another.  Also 
some  cultix’ars  may  be  so  new  that  they  have  not  yet  been 
listed,  but  this  should  not  keep  them  from  being  accepted  for 
entiy'  in  an  AVSA  show.  A  hybridizer’s  list  may  be  presented 
but  is  not  required. 

QUESTION:  What,  f  any,  dfference  is  there  in  the  use 
of  a  single  ply,  double  ply,  or  triple  ply  wick?  What  causes  a 
wick  to  go  bad? 

ANSWER:  The  amount  of  water  that  a  wick  pulls  up  is 
determined  by  the  thickness  of  the  material.  For  minis  and 
semiminis  I  use  a  thin  nylon  cord  available  at  hardware 
stores  in  spools  of  different  weights.  The  medium  weight  is 
used  in  planting  three  inch  pots  and  for  fi\'e  and  larger  pots  1 
use  a  cord  about  l/8th  inch  dia..  For  veiy'  big  drinkers  such 
as  sinningias  that  are  fair  sized  and  several  to  a  pot,  I  use 
several  of  the  large  type.  The  length  of  the  wick  for  my  plants 
is  at  least  three  times  the  height  of  the  pot.  I  bring  the  wick 
to  the  top  of  the  pot  with  enough  extra  to  wind  almost  com¬ 
pletely  around  the  top  of  the  pot.  The  wick  is  covered  but  is 
very'  near  the  top  of  the  pot  when  the  potting  is  complete.  I’ve 
never  had  a  wick  diy^  out  so  this  may  be  a  matter  of  how  the 
wick  is  placed  in  the  pot.  It  might  be  the  soil  mix  was  too  light 
and  when  it  dried  out  it  was  impossible  to  re-wet  with  just  the 
solution  that  was  in  the  reser\’oir,  or  the  wick  has  become 
impregnated  with  non-wettable  chemicals. 
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Snuggles 

Exhibited  by:  Vivian  Beeching 
Hybridized  by:  L,  lyons 
Semiminiature 


Ness'  Angel  Blush 

Exhibited  by:  Beverly  Williams 
Hybridized  by:  D,  Ness 
Miniature 


l| 
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Von  *s  Baby  Jcy  Lakeshore  Silver 

Symphonette 

Exhibited  by:  Beverly  Williams 
Semiminiatures 
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Tally  Time  1999 

Mrs.  Anna  Jean  Landgren  •  2450  Iroquois  Road  •  Wilmette,  Illinois  60091 

Tally  Time  is  a  summary  of  the  varieties  receiving  the  greatest  number  of  total  awards  from  the  state  and  local  shows  during 
1998.  This  year  it  is  based  on  99  reports.  This  year  1  have  added  a  new  area  in  Canada. 

Show  chairs,  please  note,  the  names  of  winning  1999  varieties  should  be  reported  on  the  “Tally  Time  Report”  form  included 
in  your  Standard  Show  Award  packet.  Please  send  the  forms  to  Anna  Jean  Landgren  at  the  above  address.  They  must  reach  me 
by  November  20th  to  be  counted.  I  must  send  my  completed  report  to  the  AVM  by  December  1. 


1  :  STANDARDS  ,  I 

Total 

Number  of 

Awards 

Number 

Best  of 

Show 

Number 

Second 

Best 

Variety 

Hybridizer, 
Registration  No. 

Number  of 
Collection 

Awards 

Best  Standard,  Mini, 
SM,  Trailer  or 

Species 

30 

6 

3 

Picasso 

M.  Tremblay  #6924 

13 

8 

15 

2 

0 

Lela  Marie 

1.  Lineberg  #5668 

12 

1 

13 

2 

0 

Harbor  Blue 

T.  Weber  #61 74 

9 

2 

12 

2 

1 

The  Alps 

Horikoshi/Sawara  #7813 

5 

4 

10 

1 

1 

Makin’  Romance 

J.  Domiano  #6685 

6 

2 

9 

0 

0 

Ode  to  Beauty 

Cox/B.  Johnson  #7677 

8 

1 

;  ■  ■  L  -  '  -'h  .  SEMIMINIATURES 

34 

2 

1 

Ness’  Crinkle  Blue 

D.  Ness  #8136 

21 

10 

30 

0 

0 

Irish  Flirt 

S.  Sorano  #7577 

26 

4 

17 

0 

2 

Precious  Pink 

H.  Pittman  #6025 

10 

5 

12 

2 

2 

Definitely  Darryl 

H.  Pittman  #7474 

5 

3 

12 

0 

1 

Rob’s  Antique  Rose 

R.  Robinson  #8451 

10 

1 

12 

3 

1 

Rob’s  Boogie  Woogie 

R.  Robinson  #8606 

5 

3 

MINIATURES 

7 

1 

1 

Petite  Jewel 

H.  Pittman  #7085 

0 

5 

6 

0 

0 

Optimara  Rose  Quartz 
Holtkamp  #6969 

2 

4 

TRAILERS 

14 

2 

1  Milky  Way  Trail 

J.  Stahl  #7169 

4 

7 

14 

0 

1  Rob’s  Sticky  Wicket 

R.  Robinson  #6467 

6 

7 

11 

0 

1  Rob’s  Boolaroo 

R.  Robinson  #8053 

7 

3 

9 

2 

1  Cirelda 

P.  Tracey  #3620 

1 

5 

9 

1 

1  Pixie  Blue 

L.  Lyon  #2598 

0 

7 
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SAINTPAULIA  SPECIES 


13  0  1  Saintpaulia  grandifolia  1  1 1 


9  2  0  Saintpaulia  rupicola  5  4 

S  10b 

The  following  table  shows  the  relation  betw^een  the  award  winners  by  geographical  areas. 


Variety  Total  Number 

Geographical  Divisions 

of  Awards 

I 

II 

III 

IV 

V 

VI 

Picasso 

30 

2 

2 

14 

1 

5 

6 

Lela  Marie 

15 

1 

1 

6 

2 

4 

1 

Harbor  Blue 

13 

0 

0 

2 

1 

9 

1 

The  Alps 

12 

4 

3 

2 

3 

0 

0 

Makin’  Romance 

10 

0 

3 

1 

1 

5 

0 

Ode  to  Beauty 

9 

1 

1 

3 

2 

0 

2 

Ness’  Crinkle  Blue 

34 

5 

11 

4 

2 

9 

3 

Irish  Flirt 

30 

5 

7 

2 

3 

11 

2 

Precious  Pink 

17 

3 

0 

3 

3 

8 

0 

Definitely  Darryl 

12 

1 

4 

4 

0 

3 

0 

Rob’s  Antique  Rose 

12 

0 

1 

2 

1 

3 

5 

Rob’s  Boogie  Woogie 

12 

3 

3 

2 

2 

2 

0 

Petite  Jewel 

7 

2 

2 

0 

0 

3 

0 

Optimara  Rose  Quartz 

6 

2 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

■trailers 

Milky  Way  Trail 

14 

2 

10 

0 

0 

2 

0 

Rob’s  Sticky  Wicket 

14 

2 

2 

6 

0 

0 

4 

Rob’s  Boolaro 

11 

3 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Cirelda 

9 

5 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

Pixie  Blue 

9 

0 

0 

5 

1 

2 

1 

Saintpaulia  grandifolia 

13 

3 

3 

4 

1 

1 

1 

Sain^aulia  rupicola 

8 

1 

3 

2 

1 

0 

1 

NUMBER  OF  WINNERS 

297 

45 

62 

65 

27 

70 

28 

NUMBER  OF  SHOWS  REPORTED 

99 

17 

22 

22 

9 

20 

9 

The  states  in  each  geographical  area,  and  the  number  of  Tally  Time  reports  from  each  state  are  as  follows:  #1  includes 
Arizona-2,  California- 12,  Colorado-1,  New  Mexico-1  and  Nevada-1;  #11  -  Illinois-4,  Indiana-1,  Iowa-3,  Minnesota-4, 
Missouri-6  and  Wisconsin-4;  #III  -  Connecticut- 1,  Massachusetts- 1,  New  Jersey-5,  New  York-9,  Ohio-5,  and  Pennsylvania- 1; 
#IV  -  Louisiana-3,  Oklahoma-1  and  Texas-5;  #V  -  Alabama-3,  Florida-10,  Georgia-1,  Maiyland-l,  Tennessee-3  and  Virginia-2. 
No  Thlly  Time  reports  were  sent  from  the  states  not  listed. 

Other  varieties  winning  4  or  more  awards  within  an  area  were:  #1  -  California  Sunset  (4),  Magnolia  (5),  Ness’  Red 
Express  (5),  Rob’s  Fiddle  Faddle  (4)  and  Tomahawk  (4);  #11  -  Dazzle  Trail  (4),  Rob’s  Lilli  Pilli  (4),  Mindi  Morn  (4), 

Shan  (4),  Teen  Sweetheart  (4)  and  The  King  (4);  #III  -  Rob’s  Calypso  Beat  (4)  and  Wee  Be  (4);  #IV  -  Lavender  Silk  (4); 

#V  -  Rodeo  Country  (6). 
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Hortense’s 
Snow  Cloud 

Hybridized  and  Grown  by: 
Hortense  Pittman 
Semiminiature 


Party  Lace 

Exhibited  by:  Emma  Bygott 
Hybridized  by:  P,  Tracey 
Seminiature 
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Sassy  Shirley 

Exhibited  by:  Beverly  Williams 

Hybridized  by:  H.  Pittman 
Semiminiature 
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TIPS  ON  TRANSPORTING  SHOW  PLANTS 


Get  your  boxes  ready  early!  It  takes  longer  to  find  boxes 
because  stores  are  recycling  them. 

To  make  a  box  with  holes,  trace  the  bottom  of  an  empty 
pot.  Cut  along  the  outline  with  a  sharp  knife  or  hole-saw 
attachment.  Test  each  hole  with  an  empty  pot,  not  a  show 
plant! 

Boxes  with  lids  protect  plants  from  the  sun,  cold,  wind,  or 
rain.  Put  newspapers  around  each  plant  to  keep  it  in  place. 
Or,  put  your  box  with  holes  inside  of  a  box  with  a  lid. 
Use  support  rings  on  plants  to  protect  their  leaves. 


If  you  are  entering  a  lot  of  plants,  write  your  name  and  the 
plants’  name  on  each  of  your  boxes.  A  show’s  breakdown 
is  less  stressful  when  you  know  which  plants  you 
brought,  which  boxes  are  yours,  and  in  which  box  each 
plant  belongs. 

Some  growers  put  soft  tissues  between  the  leaves  and 
blooms.  This  cushions  the  blooms  if  you  hit  any  bumps  in 
the  road. 

If  needed,  build  temporary  shelves  for  your  van  or  station 

wagon. 


0 


AFTER-SHOW  PRECAUTIONS  FOR  HITCHHIKERS 


When  you  enter  plants  in  a  show,  you  take  the  chance 
that  you  may  bring  some  hitchhikers  home.  Consider  the 
following  precautions. 

•  Disbud  your  plants  after  the  show  has  ended!  Ask  the 
show  chairman  if  a  trash  can  is  available  for  disbudding. 
If  not,  use  a  trash  can  outside  of  your  home  for  this  pur¬ 
pose.  Do  not  disbud  show  plants  in  your  home  or  garage! 
Some  pests  can  fly  from  room  to  room,  in  search  of  a 
suitable  home. 


Isolate  your  show  plants!  If  possible,  isolate  your  show 
plants  in  a  separate  room.  If  this  is  not  possible,  at  least 
isolate  them  on  a  separate  shelf. 

Try  preventative  measures!  Some  growers  use  No-Pest 
Strips,  foggers,  or  Raid  House  &  Garden  in  their  isolation 
area. 


From  “The  CA  Council  News” joint  publication  of  the 
northern  and  Southern  CA  African  Violet  Councils 


African  Violets  Should  Not  Be  Crowded 


by  Adelle  Johnson 


African  violets  need  room  to  grow  flat  and  symmetrical. 
If  they  are  grown  too  close  together,  the  proper  air  movement 
and  humidity  cannot  be  maintained.  Plants  grown  too  close 
together  can  also  encourage  the  spread  of  disease  from  one  to 
another.  If  you  think  your  plants  are  crowded,  I  suggest  that 
you  repot  some  and  take  off  an  outer  row  of  leaves  to  share 
with  other  growers. 


Every  now  and  then  I  place  all  of  my  violets  of  the  same 
color  range  together,  and  I  weed  out  those  that  are  of  differ¬ 
ent  varieties  but  are  similar  in  bloom  color.  1  give  them  away 
or  start  new  plants  from  the  leaves.  This  gives  me  more  room 
to  place  newly  purchased  varieties. 


vm  “African  Violet  Leaves”  publication  oj the  Illinois  AVS 


Calling  All  Affiliates 


Are  you  planning  to  attend  the  Omaha  convention?  We 
hope  eveiy  club  will  be  represented  at  the  Affiliate  Meeting. 


Come  ask  questions,  share  your  experience. 


Wednesday,  May  24,  3:30  -  4:30  p.m..  Between  tours 

There  will  be  a  special  guest  panel  from  the  Shows  & 
ludges  committee. 

If  your  club  has  never  put  on  an  AVSA  sponsored  show, 
come  find  out  what  is  required.  Or,  if  your  club  has  put  on 
AVSA  sponsored  shows,  come  find  out  how  to  make  it  easier. 


We  need  you  all: 

Presidents 
Show  chairmen 
All  interested  affiliate  members 

Bev  Promersberger,  Affiliate  Chairman 
17415  Charter  Pines  Drive 
Monument,  CO  80132  clubs~avsa.org 
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by  Beverley  Donswortli 


Leaf  Cutting 

There  are  two  ways  to  propagate  an  African  violet  from 
a  leaf  cutting.  Take  a  leaf  from  about  the  third  row  from  the 
center  of  the  plant  and  cut  the  stem  wdth  a  sharp  knife. 

1.  Leaves  can  be  planted  directly  into  potting  mix. 

2.  Place  it  in  water  in  a  dark  bottle  or  jar.  Roots  will  form  in 
a  few^  weeks  from  the  cut  end  of  the  petiole.  The  leaf  can  then 
be  transferred  to  a  pot  with  African  violet  potting  mix  or  ver- 
miculite  and  the  end  of  the  petiole  covered  to  about  1  cm. 
Water,  drain  and  enclose  in  a  clear  plastic  bag  and  place  in  a 
warm,  well  lit  position. 

New  leaf  growth  will  appear  through  the  mix  in  about  6 
to  8  weeks.  Remove  the  pot  from  the  bag  when  the  leaves  are 
about  1  cm.  The  baby  plants  are  ready  to  be  potted  up  indi¬ 
vidually  into  small  pots  when  5  cm.  high.  Sometimes  the 
mother  leaf  will  continue  to  grow  so  it  can  be  cut  in  half  once 
the  baby  plants  appear.  It  can  then  be  cut  off  altogether  as  the 
little  plants  become  larger. 

Variegated  foliage  may  send  up  completely  white  leaves. 
These  plantlets  must  not  be  removed  from  the  mother  leaf 
until  there  is  sufficient  chlorophyll  present  in  them  to  support 
their  growth.  This  can  be  achieved  by  applying  a  fertilizer 
high  in  nitrogen  and  giving  extra  warmth. 

Side  Shoots  or  Suckers 

Side  shoots  are  one  way  in  which  a  plant  reproduces. 
These  vegetative  growths  are  produced  at  soil  level  or  in  the 
leaf  axils.  Four  small  leaves  indicate  a  side  shoot  whereas 
two  leaves  may  support  a  flower  stem.  Side  shoots  are  best 
removed  by  a  blunt  pencil  when  they  are  very  small  before 
they  distort  the  symmetr>'  of  the  plant. 

If  allowed  to  grow  large  they  will  cause  the  plant  to 
become  multi-crowned  and  flowering  will  probably  cease. 
Drastic  surgery  is  then  required  to  remove  the  side  shoots 
which  can  be  potted  and  enclosed  in  a  plastic  bag  or  clear 
container  where  they  will  soon  produce  roots.  When  suffi¬ 
cient  growth  is  noticed  they  can  be  potted  into  a  larger 
container.  Side  shoots  are  one  way  to  reproduce  the  pinwheel 
or  chimera  types  and  many  ‘fantasies’  also  are  more 
successful  than  from  a  leaf  cutting. 

Crown  or  Cutting 

There  are  several  reasons  for  taking  a  crown  cutting.  If  a 
plant  develops  ‘root  rot’,  a  fungus  disease,  dying  from  the 
roots  upwards,  it  may  be  salvaged  by  cutting  the  dead  brown 


roots  off,  remo\ing  the  lower  leaves,  scraping  back  the 
callused  stem  and  replanting  as  a  small  cutting  in  fresh 
potting  mix.  A  hormone  rooting  powder  can  be  used  and  may 
produce  better  results.  The  whole  pot  can  be  enclosed  in  a 
plastic  bag  to  maintain  high  humidity.  The  plant  will  root 
very  quickly. 

Tdking  cuttings  from  the  tips  of  trailers,  3  to  5  cm.  long, 
is  a  quick  method  of  reproducing  these.  It  is  also  the  best  way 
to  promote  branching  and  keep  a  trailer  compact. 

Flower  Stem 

When  there  is  difficulty  in  reproducing  ‘tme’  to  variety 
from  a  leaf,  as  in  a  chimera,  the  flower  stem  or  peduncle  can 
be  used.  Cut  the  stem  about  3  cm.  below  the  two  basal 
leaves,  remove  any  flowers  or  buds  and  plant  as  a  side  shoot 
with  the  two  basal  leaves  at  soil  level.  Once  again,  enclose  in 
a  plastic  bag  or  clear  container  and  new  plants  should  grow 
from  between  the  leaves.  If  the  leaves  are  ver>'  small,  I 
sometimes  remove  the  buds  and  allow  the  leaves  to  grow 
larger  before  removing  from  the  plant. 

Seed 

Raising  African  \’iolets  from  seed  is  a  fairly  slow  process, 
requires  a  lot  of  space  and  patience  but  may  produce  some¬ 
thing  ver\'  exciting.  If  you  have  done  the  cross-pollinating 
yourself  to  produce  the  seed,  you  will  know  the  colors  of  the 
two  parents  and  will  have  some  idea  of  the  resulting  proge¬ 
ny.  If  you  have  sown  a  packet  of  seed  all  will  be  unknown 
until  the  flowers  are  produced. 

I  like  to  sow  my  seed  in  a  2  liter  Coke  bottle  base  which 
has  a  wick  in  it,  filled  to  two  thirds  with  African  violet  mix 
and  pour  boiling  water  through.  When  cool,  scatter  the  seed 
over  the  surface  and  cover  with  plastic  wrap.  I  like  to  place 
this  on  the  light  stand  over  the  ballast  which  is  a  warm  spot. 
Most  seed  will  come  through  within  14  days. 

A  weak  fertilizer  can  be  applied  occasionally  with  an  eye 
dropper  and  the  cover  gradually  removed.  When  they  have 
four  to  six  leaves  they  can  be  planted  up  and  eventually  into 
individual  pots.  It  is  ver>'  tempting  to  want  to  keep  all  of  them 
depending  on  how  much  space  you  can  spare.  Now  is  the 
time  to  share  the  plants  with  friends  asking  if  you  can  be 
shown  the  flowers  when  they  are  produced. 
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Rob’s 

Fuddy 

Buddy 

Exhibited  by:  Beverly  Williams 
Hybiidized  by:  R,  Robinson 
Semiminiature 


B-Man’s  TTapini 

Hybiidized  and  Grown  by: 

Bruno  Curcuruto 

Standard 
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sport  of  Ness* 

Lil  Hotshot 

Exhibited  by:  Daphne  Yaremko 
Semiminiature 


Hortense's 
Petite  Pet 

Hybridized  and  Grown  by: 

Hortense  Pittman 

Miniature 
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by  Ruth  Coulson 
Australia 


Garden  plants  get  their  cleaning  when  it  rains,  or  perhaps 
when  they  are  hosed  or  watered,  but  not  so  indoor  plants.  If 
grown  indoors,  plants  still  collect  dust  and  dirt  but  are  pro¬ 
tected  from  nature’s  cleansing  showers.  It  is  up  to  the  grow¬ 
er  to  make  sure  that  the  plants  are  sparkling  clean. 

African  violets  are  very  prone  to  collect  dust  because  of 
their  hairy  leaves.  They  will  collect  an  amazing  amount  of 
dust,  dirt  and  pet  hairs,  etc.  especially  if  they  are  on  a  shelf 
near  the  floor. 

Why  should  they  be  kept  clean? 

Dust  and  grime  on  the  leaves  have  several  very  bad 
effects  on  African  violets. 

A  heavy  layer  of  dust  prevents  light  from  reaching  the 
plant  cells.  Light  is  needed  for  the  plant  to  carry  on  photo¬ 
synthesis  and  thus  for  growth. 

Particles  of  soil  or  other  foreign  matter  on  the  leaves  can 
also  occasionally  cause  permanent  marks,  so  if  you  want 
your  plant  to  be  as  perfect  as  possible,  keep  it  clean! 

A  layer  of  dust  on  the  leaves  is  also  said  to  block  the  sto- 
mates  (those  minute  holes  through  which  oxygen  and  carbon 
dioxide  pass  so  the  plant  can  carry  out  all  the  functions  that 
allow  it  to  grow  and  to  be  strong,  healthy).  The  majority  of 
the  stomates,  we  are  told,  are  safely  hidden  away  on  the 
under  surface  of  the  leaves,  but  why  block  any  of  them?  If 
those  very  strong  reasons  don’t  convince  you,  just  consider 
how  much  better  the  plants  will  look  if  they  are  clean. 

So  how  to  clean  up  your  African  violets? 

If  you  wish,  you  can  wash  their  leaves.  Just  mn  the  tap 
of  your  sink  or  tub  luke-warm  and  run  the  water  very  gently 
over  the  leaves.  Some  growers  like  to  use  a  piece  of  plastic 
wrap  over  the  pot  but  under  the  lowest  leaves  of  the  plant 
when  doing  this,  so  that  the  potting  mix  is  not  washed  out  of 
the  pot  or  splashed  up  onto  the  plant  itself.  This  doesn’t  hap¬ 
pen  if  you  run  the  water  very  slowly  and  carefully.  You  might 
consider  this  an  opportunity  to  leach  the  potting  mix  of 
excess  fertilizer  salts,  all  in  the  one  operation. 

Your  violets  will  usually  enjoy  their  warm  shower  just  as 
much  as  you  would  and  will  be  revived  by  it.  However,  it 
isn’t  necessarily  the  perfect  way  of  cleaning  dirty  plants,  and 
could  be  difficult  with  large  plants.  There  are  also  quite  a  lot 
of  no-nos  with  this  method  of  cleaning  your  African  violets. 
Don’t  use  cold  water.  Don’t  use  hot  water.  Don’t  run  the 
water  too  hard  or  you  will  break  leaves.  Don’t  do  it  in  very 


cold  weather.  Don’t  put  the  plants  in  a  bright  light  while  they 
still  have  drops  of  water  on  them.  Don’t  leave  water  drops  sit¬ 
ting  in  the  center  leaves  of  the  plant  (You  can  either  blow  the 
water  off  with  your  own  breath,  or  quite  easily  blot  it  away 
with  a  twist  of  paper  towel) . 

Bmshing  the  leaves  is  the  preferred  way  for  many  grow¬ 
ers  to  keep  them  clean. 

There  are  a  few  things  to  remember.  Start  in  the  center  of 
the  plant  bmshing  away  toward  the  outside.  This  will  avoid 
bmshing  dirt  from  a  leaf  onto  one  you  have  already  cleaned. 
On  each  leaf,  remember  that  the  hairs  grow  from  the  base 
and  center  of  the  leaves  towards  the  edge,  so  bmsh  in  that 
direction  for  a  good  result. 

The  bmsh  you  use  should  not  be  too  hard  or  too  soft.  I 
have  an  excellent  nylon-bristle  artist’s  bmsh  given  me  many 
years  ago  by  an  African  violet  friend,  but  almost  equally  good 
is  a  small  paintbmsh  you  might  buy  from  the  hardware  shop 
for  a  few  dollars.  Lots  of  different  bmshes  will  work  well.  I 
have  even  used  the  pastry  bmsh  from  the  kitchen.  You  can 
even  use  a  damp  lint-free  cloth  to  gently  pick  up  the  dust 
without  spreading  it  about  to  fall  on  other  plants. 

Cleaning  the  surroundings 

Cleaning  your  plants  themselves  is  not  the  only  thing 
necessary  for  their  health.  If  you  don’t  want  the  plants  cov¬ 
ered  with  dust  you  probably  don’t  want  the  shelves  or  win¬ 
dow  sills  they  sit  on  to  be  dirty  either. 

If  you  are  growing  your  African  violets  in  natural  light  by 
a  window  it  is  particularly  important  to  keep  the  window 
glass  sparkling  clean.  Like  the  rest  of  us  you  are  probably  try¬ 
ing  to  cram  more  plants  than  will  really  fit  into  the  area,  so 
you  must  maximize  the  amount  of  light  that  can  come 
through  onto  them. 

Growers  who  use  artificial  lights  are  not  immune  from  the 
problems  of  dust  cutting  down  on  light,  either.  The  fluores¬ 
cent  tubes  and  their  reflectors  also  collect  dirt. 

Removing  the  tubes  occasionally  and  wiping  them  over 
with  a  damp  cloth,  and  cleaning  the  reflectors  at  the  same 
time  is  really  desirable. 

Once  I  get  through  the  other  spring  cleaning,  maybe  I  will 
spring  clean  my  African  violets.  How  about  you? 
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Light,  along  with  water  and  warmth, 
is  essential  for  plant  growth.  When  grow¬ 
ing  violets  it  is  important  to  give  plants 
the  correct  intensity  of  light  as  insuffi¬ 
cient  light  will  give  you  few,  if  any, 
flowers. 

The  light  for  your  violets  can  come 
from  the  sun  or  it  can  be  artificial. 
Experiments  with  violets  have  shown 
that  plants  grow  better  under  artificial 
light  rather  than  in  a  natural  light  green¬ 
house,  provided  that  all  other  growing 
conditions  were  good.  Artificial  light  is 
more  consistent  and  more  able  to  be 
controlled  -  there  are  no  cloudy  days! 
Also,  natural  light  varies  with  the  season, 
with  winter  light  being  as  little  as  one 
tenth  that  of  summer  light. 

The  hours  of  light  determine  the 
blooming  of  plants.  Violets  produce  more 
blooms  as  the  days  lengthen.  Violets  will 
grow  under  low  to  medium  light  condi¬ 
tions  (from  6  to  8  hours  of  light  per  day), 
but  they  improve  greatly  when  the  light 
is  increased.  In  experiments,  bloom  dou¬ 
bled  when  plants  were  given  1 6  hours  of 
light  per  day  but  most  growers  find  that 
their  plants  perform  well  with  1 2  hours  of 
light  per  day  which  is  more  economical. 

Fluorescent  lights  are  used  for  grow¬ 
ing  violets  because  they  are  more 
efficient  than  incandescent  bulbs,  they 
give  off  less  heat  and  the  tubes  have  a 
longer  life.  Special  growth  lights  are 
available  to  provide  plants  with  the 
correct  light  spectrum.  However,  most 
growers  feel  that  ordinaiy'  fluorescent 
tubes  are  quite  satisfactor>'  especially  if 
your  plants  receive  some  natural  light. 

New  fluorescent  tubes  will  lose  about 
1 0%  of  their  power  in  the  first  1 00  hours 
of  use  and  will  then  stabilize.  If  lights  are 
burning  for  about  12  hours  per  day  a 
tube  should  last  about  2  years.  Some 
people  recommend  replacing  tubes  each 
year  and  then  take  care  not  to  place 
plants  too  close  to  new  tubes.  When 
changing  tubes  it  is  wise  to  replace  the 
starters.  While  fluorescent  lights  make 
violet  growing  so  much  more  easily, 
natural  light  will  produce  excellent  plants 
although  you  do  need  to  take  care  of  a 
few  points. 


With  artificial  light  the  source  of  light 
is  usually  directly  above  the  plant  but  in 
a  window  the  light  will  be  coming  very 
much  from  one  side  of  the  plant. 
Therefore,  it  is  necessary  to  turn  your 
plants  to  maintain  a  flat,  symmetrical 
shape.  If  plants  are  not  turned  regularly 
they  will  begin  to  grow  toward  the  source 
of  the  light  and  your  plant  will  develop  a 
lean  to  one  side.  Turn  plants  about  a 
quarter  turn  counterclockwise  every  few 
days. 

Some  African  violets  seem  to  do 
better  in  natural  light  and  trailers  are 
particularly  suited  to  growing  on  a 
windowsill.  Trailers  will  still  need  to  be 
turned  to  give  an  even  shape  and  good 
bloom.  Because  of  the  variation  in  light 
from  season  to  season,  your  plants  will 
bloom  more  heavily  as  the  days  lengthen 
and  the  intensity  of  the  light  increases. 
Some  situations  will  give  sufficient  light 
for  violets  to  bloom  in  summer  but,  in 
winter,  there  will  be  enough  light  for 
growth  but  not  for  bloom. 

Many  folk  who  have  difficulty  grow¬ 
ing  African  violets  and  who  despair  of 
having  them  bloom  are  probably  not  giv¬ 
ing  their  plants  enough  light.  An  easterly 
window  with  morning  sun  is  fine.  A 
northerly  aspect  will  need  a  sheer  curtain 
to  filter  the  sunlight  as  direct  midday  sun 
will  burn  the  leaves  of  your  plant.  Late 
afternoon  sun  will  not  harm  the  plant 
unless  it  is  ver>'  hot. 

For  good  bloom  in  natural  light 
plants  need  to  be  within  about  30cm  of  a 
window  which  gets  good  bright  light  or 
sunlight.  Remember  that  trees  and  bush¬ 
es  as  well  as  overhanging  buildings  will 
cut  down  the  amount  of  light  that  your 
plant  receives.  Skylights  will  give  lovely 
bright  light  that  your  violets  will  love. 

When  you  hear  the  cry  “my  violet 
won’t  bloom”  you  can  almost  be  sure 
that  insufficient  light  is  the  problem.  If 
possible  try  to  find  a  more  open  light 
position  and  you  will  be  rewarded  with 
lots  of  flowers. 
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Don’t  worry,  this  is  not  a  medical  term!  Scanning 
African  violet  flowers  is  quite  useful.  With  scanning, 
you  can  make  a  digital  picture  of  the  flower  and  email 
it  to  your  friends,  post  it  on  a  web  site,  or  take  it  for  publish¬ 
ing  or  photo  printing.  This  is  done  without  a  camera  and 
without  film,  and  it  takes  seconds  to  develop! 

My  first  experiments  in  scanning  flowers  were  done  so  I 
could  quickly  email  a  picture  to  my  friends.  Now,  after  some 
experience,  I  have  found  that  this  method  may  well  take  the 
place  of  conventional  film  photography.  The  details  captured 
and  enlargement  possibilities  are  far  beyond  my  expecta¬ 
tions.  In  fact,  I  do  not  use  my  expensive  Nikon  Macro  Lenses 
and  camera  anymore. 


These  are  my  recommendations  for  scanning  African 
violet  flowers: 

1.  What  scanner  to  use? 

You  can  use  a  fairly  inexpensive  scanner.  I  use  a 
Hewlett  Packard  Scanjet  5p.  The  Hewlett  Packard  brand 
is  very  good.  The  Epson  brand  is,  as  well. 

The  scanner  must  have  a  minimum  of  24-bit  color 
and  300  dpi  optical  resolution.  Do  not  waste  money 
buying  a  more  expensive  scanner.  The  speed  of  the 
scanner  and  the  way  it  is  hooked  to  the  computer  does 
not  matter.  (The  price  can  run  about  $100-150.) 

2.  Should  I  use  the  scanner  lid  (cover)? 

You  must  remove  the  scanner  lid,  or  leave  it  open.  If 
you  close  the  lid,  you  will  smash  the  flowers.  Instead  of 
the  lid,  make  a  box-cover,  big  enough  to  cover  your 
scanner  completely  without  letting  light  in.  This  box- 
cover  should  be  tall  enough  so  there  is  about  3  inches 
of  space  above  the  flowers.  The  farther  the  space 
between  the  box-cover  and  the  flowers  is  best,  because 
you  don’t  want  to  scan  the  cover  itself  (at  3  inches 
above  it  will  show  out-of-focus  or  not  show  at  all). 
Paint  the  inside  of  the  box  black,  completely  black.  This 
will  give  a  nice  black  background  to  your  scanned 
flowers,  thus  providing  the  best  contrast  and  color 
calibration.  I  stress  that  it  should  be  black,  without  any 
shades  or  flaws. 

If  making  a  box-cover  is  too  troublesome,  put  the 
scanner  in  a  desk-cabinet  then  close  your  desk-cabinet.  It 
should  be  black  inside  without  letting  light  go  in.  My 
desk-cabinet  is  also  painted  black  inside.  It  is  also 
possible  to  do  without  any  box-cover,  if  you  do  your 


scanning  at  night.  Turn  off  all  the  lights  of  your  room 
(turn  off  all  the  lights,  including  your  computer  monitor, 
your  TV,  etc.) 

The  idea  is  to  have  a  totally  black  background  without 
smashing  the  flowers,  and  without  letting  outside  light 
interfere  with  the  scanner.  The  original  scanner  lid  is 
designed  to  block  all  light,  too.  The  original  scanner  lid  is 
usually  white,  giving  you  a  white  background,  but 
African  violets  are  best  captured  and  scanned  with  a 
black  background.  When  you  have  your  flowers  in  a 
black  background,  you  can  easily  change  the  background 
color  to  anything  you  wish. 


3.  Scan  at  300%  magnification. 

I  have  found  that  African  violet  blossoms  look  best  at 
300%.  150%,  200%,  and  250%  are  also  acceptable,  but 
again,  from  my  experience,  300%  is  absolutely  beautiful. 
You  will  be  able  to  see  a  lot  of  detail,  especially  fantasy 
streaks,  good  contrast,  and  color  capture.  Your  scanner 
instructions  should  show  you  how  to  make  a  300% 
magnification.  Note  that  you  are  magnifying  during 
scanning,  and  not  after  (you  set  this  up  before  the  actu¬ 
al  scanner  light  captures  the  flower) . 


4.  Save  the  image  as  a  fPG,  with  the  maximum  quality 
possible. 

Usually,  your  computer  scanning  program  will  ask 
you  if  you  want  good  quality,  average,  or  low  quality. 
Use  the  best  quality  possible.  For  example,  quality  ]PG 
#8.  My  favorite  scanning  program  is  Adobe  Photoshop. 
If  you  are  seriously  considering  making  a  print  or  hard¬ 
copy  with  a  color  printer  better  than  a  inkjet  or  color  laser 
(For  example,  using  a  dye  sublimation  or  professional 
print  shop  machine) ,  then  you  should  save  the  image  as 
a  TIFF. 


5,  I  prefer  to  scan  individual  blossoms  rather  than  a 
complete  stalk.  Place  as  many  flowers  on  the  scanner  as 
possible,  about  1  each  away  from  each  other.  You  will 
save  time  this  way.  The  flower  must  be  facing  down  the 
scanner  glass.  Experiment  and  you  will  have  amazing 
discoveries. 


Go  to  the  African  Violet  Society  of  Hawaii  Website 
(www.hectorwong.com/avshi)  or  Sonja’s  Violets  Website 
(www.hectorwong.com/sonJa),  for  some  examples. 
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How  Do  You  Water  Your 

African  Violets? 

by  Don  Geiss 


The  watering  of  African  violets  is  not  just  a  casual  thing 
with  dedicated  growers,  it  is  done  with  much  forethought  and 
care.  In  many  situations  changes  in  method  are  dictated  by 
personal  necessity.  This  involves  a  speedier  way  of  watering  to 
save  a  busy  person’s  time.  A  proven  technique  by  one  or  more 
individuals  may  also  mean  that  others  change  their  watering 
method  to  the  newly  proven  one.  As  an  example,  mat  water¬ 
ing  might  be  shown  to  be  equally  as  fast  as  wick  watering  but 
with  less  plant  loss  due  to  overwatering.  Note:  this  is  not 
necessarily  true  but  is  used  only  as  an  example  of  the  changes 
in  watering  methods. 

A  recent  poll  taken  through  the  African  Violet  Connection 
online  computer  group  demonstrates  that  there  are  many  facets 
to  the  simple  term  “watering”.  At  the  time  the  poll  was  taken, 
there  were  about  325  members.  There  were  slightly  over  100 
replies  to  the  poll  which  asked  questions  about  the  different 
types  of  watering. 

Essentially,  it  asked  if  people  watered  from  the  top,  from 
the  bottom,  by  means  of  a  wick,  by  means  of  a  mat  system,  or 
any  other  type.  Those  who  watered  by  any  other  type  method 
were  asked  to  explain  in  a  separate  message  to  the  group.  50% 
of  those  responding  indicated  that  they  watered  with  a  wick. 
About  25%  said  that  they  top  watered,  while  watering  with  the 
mat  system,  bottom  watering  and  the  Texas  style  system  all 
showed  a  smaller  percentage. 

Statisticians  suggest  that  a  poll  having  a  1/3  response  is 
excellent.  One  could  very  well  imagine  that  the  watering 
methods  used  by  each  group  could  hint  at  about  the  same 
percentage  of  growers  internationally  using  each  system. 
Obviously  there  would  be  a  plus  or  minus  percent  of  error  due 
to  the  many  variables  in  the  poll. 

It  would  appear  from  an  overview  of  all  methods  that  the 
wick  technique  is  most  predominant  with  serious  growers.  This 
comment  is  made  with  “tongue  in  cheek”  because  there  is  no 
official  survey  of  all  growers.  The  AV  email  group  in  this  small 
survey  did  show  a  significant  preference  for  this  procedure. 

The  wick  is  simply  a  type  of  cord  material  inserted  in  the 
bottom  of  the  pot.  The  cord  must  be  capable  of  absorbing 
water.  Often  growers  who  use  this  technique  use  aciylic  yam 
of  four  ply.  Others  use  the  equivalent  size  in  nylon  cord  or 
other  material.  It  extends  from  the  bottom  of  the  pot  at  a 
distance  dictated  by  an  accompanying  reservoir.  The  reservoir 
is  often  a  lidded  container  which  holds  1 6  ounces.  The  lid  has 
a  hole  about  one  half  inch  in  diameter  through  which  the  wick 
is  inserted.  It  should  then  be  long  enough  to  touch  the  bottom 


of  the  reservoir.  I 

People  who  use  the  system  are  enthusiastic  about  it  and 
see  it  as  the  way  to  be  positive  that  the  plant  will  be  properly  | 
tended.  Claudette  Brown  of  Ozello,  Florida  said,  “I  have  always  i 
wick  watered  using  one  small  piece  of  yarn  in  four  inch  or  less 
pots  and  two  pieces  of  yam,  one  on  each  side  of  the  pot  in 
larger  than  four  inch  pots.”  Claudette  has  been  growing  Afiican 
violets  for  18  years. 

Mary  Hill  in  Tlilsa,  Oklahoma,  indicated  that  she  has  a  : 

busy  life  style  and  wick  watering  helps  save  time.  She  is  no  ^ 

stranger  to  the  AV  world,  having  most  recently  been  on  the  ' 
program  for  the  Lone  Star  African  Violet  Council  Convention 
agenda.  Mary  said,  “With  this  pet  care  business  I  get  only  one 
full  day  a  week  in  the  plant  room.  I  maximize  my  time  on  that 
day  as  much  as  possible  to  repotting  chores,  cleaning,  groom-  ! 
ing,  etc.  I  water  evenings  using  my  pump-tank-watering  wand 
system.”  She  has  nine  plant  stands  brimming  with  plants.  She  | 
commented,  “I  really  could  not  grow  them  without  wick  water-  ' 
ing.  ”  She  also  noted  that  system  keeps  the  plants  evenly  moist.  ; 
“If  I  had  more  time  to  spend  in  the  plant  room  I  would  still  wick 
water.” 

Marjorie  Bullard  of  Corpus  Christi,  Texas,  who  is  also  well 
known  in  AV  circles,  admits  that  she  has  too  many  violets  and  ■ 
her  hobby  is  unmanageable.  She  said  “My  watering  methods 
have  evolved  to  fit  the  most  simple,  efficient,  fast  and 
manageable  way  I  can  think  of  to  keep  everything  evenly  - 
watered.”  She  indicated  that  her  favorite  method  is  to  use  clear 
reservoirs  because  she  can  tell  where  the  water  level  is.  She 
also  commented  that  the  Corpus  Christi  water  supply  is  very 
hazardous  to  African  violets.  “I  have  to  purchase  bottled  water  ; 
where  1  pay  one  dollar  for  five  gallons  and  it  is  worth  every 
cent  for  the  difference  it  makes  in  the  plants.”  i 

One  of  the  most  interesting  purposes  for  using  the  wick  ! 
watering  method  came  in  an  email  message  from  Janet  | 
Stromberg  of  Denmark,  Wisconsin.  She  is  a  member  of  a  | 
traveling  musical  aggregation.  She  said,  “I  wick  water  spring,  ; 
summer  and  fall  when  I’m  making  music  with  my  band  and  on 
the  road  every  weekend.  During  the  winter  I  top  water.  I  guess  [ 
I  just  like  to  touch  and  feel  green  growing  things  when  we’re  : 
up  to  our  eyeballs  in  snow.”  i 

The  top  watering  method  was  selected  by  respondents  as 
the  second  most  popular.  Top  watering  of  course,  as  the  name  , 
implies,  is  a  method  where  plants  are  carefully  watered  with  j 
some  sort  of  water  pouring  device.  j 

Byron  Borck  of  California  top  waters  his  collection  of  | 
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around  850  plants.  In  his  case  he  uses  a  trigger  release  water¬ 
ing  wand  on  the  end  of  a  pond  pump.  “The  plants  sit  in  trays 
with  a  matting  on  the  bottom  giving  extra  humidity  as  the  mat 
dries  out.  This  takes  more  time  to  water,  but  it  makes  me  look 
at  each  plant  to  see  how  it  is  growing.” 

Bob  Clark  in  Lawrence,  Massachusetts,  wicked  in  the  past 
but  no  longer  uses  that  method.  “I  top  water  my  violets  and 
other  gesneriads  using  a  commercial  sprayk  set  for  a  gentle 
stream.” 

Many  individuals  use  the  bottom  water  method.  The 
system  usually  makes  use  of  a  saucer  type  plate  onto  which 
the  plant  is  set.  The  water  is  then  poured  into  the  saucer  and 
the  plants  absorbs  it  through  the  holes  in  the  bottom  of  the  pot. 
Usually  those  who  use  the  system  caution  against  lea\’ing  the 
plant  in  water  too  long. 

Amy  Cash  of  Montgomery,  Illinois,  bottom  waters  and 
leaches  her  plants  once  a  month  or  so  by  top  watering.  “I  have 
approximately  125  plants  right  now.  I’ve  found  my  current 
system  to  be  most  efficient  for  me.  I  pay  more  attention  to  my 
plants  when  I  water  each  and  every  one  indhidually  instead  of 
letting  them  sit  in  a  wicking  pot.” 

Dick  Harriman  of  Ottawa,  Ontario,  Canada,  has  a  dual 
method  of  watering.  He  does  it  from  the  top  and  bottom.  “I 
water  from  the  top  when  I  find  a  plant  very  dry',  so  as  to  start 
the  capillary  action.  Otherwise  I  water  in  the  saucer  only.  After 
about  an  hour  I  empty  the  saucers.” 

Bev  Promersberger  of  Monument,  Colorado,  had  a  theoty 
that  is  certainly  worth  repeating.  She  said,  “It  is  a  fallacy  or  an 
old  wives  tale  that  violets  cannot  be  watered  from  the  top. 
They  can  and  successfully,  too.  However,  more  people  have 
better  success  watering  from  the  bottom  because  \1olet  roots 
are  so  delicate  that  they  prefer  slightly  moist  watering  condi¬ 
tions.  They  do  not  like  what  has  been  commonly  referred  to  as 
the  “flood  and  drought”  syndrome  (or  rather,  wet  and  then 
dry)  She  does  note,  however,  that  she  uses  the  wick  system 
because  she  has  too  many  plants  to  use  the  many  and  varied 
self  watering  pots. 

Mat  watering  is  another  method  preferred  by  many  people 
who  responded  to  the  poll.  Mat  watering  in  general  is  a  system 
'  much  like  wick  watering  but  the  pot  makes  direct  contact  with 
some  type  of  matting  material  in  the  bottom  of  a  tray.  Linda 
Owens  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  noted  that  she  uses  some  Moist-rite 
planters  which  are  great  when  she  goes  on  vacation.  She  said, 
“The  mat  watering  allows  me  to  have  more  solo  cup  size 
plants.  Watering  them  individually  would  be  a  nightmare.”  Her 
mat  consists  of  a  material  called  pellon  fleece.  It  is  a  fuzzy 
material  used  for  interfacing  when  you  sew. 

:  BeBe  Edwards  in  Gainesville,  Florida,  said  she  uses  Vatexx 

Matting,  a  commercial  product.  She  said,  “It  is  made  up  of  two 
I  layers.  The  bottom  one  is  a  rather  coarse  felt  type  material  and 
i  the  top  is  a  very  thin  black  plastic  with  zillions  of  tiny  holes  in 
j  it.  I  just  is  set  the  plants  on  top  of  the  mat  and  water  when  they 
1  need  it.” 


In  email  messages  Mary  Walbrick  of  San  Antonio,  Texas, 
wrote  about  a  method  of  watering  called  Texas  Style.  “In  the 
bottom  of  the  pot  a  layer  of  granite,  gravel  or  perlite  is  used  to 
imitate  nature’s  layer  of  rocky  compost  rubble.  On  top  of  this 
rubble,  soil  is  added  and  then  the  African  violet  is  placed  as 
usual  in  the  pot.  To  aid  the  capillary  action  and  to  provide  free 
air,  small  holes  are  drilled  around  the  pot.  This  also  keeps  the 
roots  from  being  overly  saturated.” 

Bridgette  McKnight  of  Cuppertino,  California,  noted  that 
she  also  watered  Texas  style.  She  said,  “I  wick  water  half  my 
solo  cups  and  Texas  water  everything  else.” 

There  are  of  course  a  variety'  of  commercial  pots  which  also 
SCAT  to  carefully  water  African  violets.  These  provide  a  steady 
supply  of  water  without  drowniirg  the  plant.  To  discuss  each 
type  would  probably  fill  all  of  the  pages  of  the  AVM.  Those 
interested  should  check  with  well  known  suppliers  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  effectiveness  and  the  suitably  for  their  growing  needs. 

One  thing  stands  out  about  the  watering  poll  and  the 
techniques  used  by  each  indh’idual.  There  are  slight  differences 
in  the  applications  of  each  technique,  for  instance,  resen'oirs 
for  each  plant  or  with  pans  covered  with  some  type  of  screen¬ 
ing  in  the  wicking  method.  The  top  watering  by  hand  with  a 
pouring  spout  as  contrasted  with  a  wand  and  pump  container 
also  demonstrates  the  variation  of  each  method.  Some  differ¬ 
ence  in  the  method  of  watering  may  also  be  created  by 
geographical  conditions.  Extremely  arid  locations  may  cause 
humidity  problems  that  would  not  be  faced  in  other  regions. 
Another  factor  may  well  be  the  way  each  person  is  taught.  If 
the  teacher  is  fond  of  top  watering  then  student  will  probably 
be  taught  to  use  that  technique. 

Finallyy  the  failure  of  one  technique  may  cause  a  person 
to  turn  to  other  methods  until  they  are  successful  with  one. 
This  may  reflect  the  grower’s  impatience  in  turning  immedi¬ 
ately  to  another  method  rather  than  exhausting  small 
changes  in  the  one  currently  being  used.  For  example,  when 
a  plant  is  wick  watered  and  seems  to  be  drowning,  instead  of 
turning  to  another  method  one  might  well  try  using  smaller 
diameter  wicks  or  perhaps  another  type  of  wicking  material. 

There  was  a  time  early  in  our  exposure  to  African  violets 
that  we  thought  only  one  method  of  watering  should  be 
taught.  That  was  the  method  first  taught  to  us.  It  seemed  that 
pro\'iding  novices  with  alternative  methods  only  served  to 
cause  more  failures  and  thus  alienate  people  from  a  love  of 
African  violets.  Now  we  can  see  that  a  teacher  can  demonstrate 
a  technique  even  though  it  may  be  a  variance  from  the  way 
the  majority  is  watering,  as  long  as  it  can  be  shown  to  be  a 
proven  success. 

One  thing  is  certain,  the  right  amount  of  water  at  the  right 
time  is  essential  to  raising  African  violets.  There  can  be  more 
than  one  correct  method  of  watering  as  long  as  each  produces 
a  beautifully  shaped  and  flowering  plant.  It  is  very  difficult  to 
improve  upon  show  plants  that  win  ribbons. 
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Msion  (‘n  6rc'©s 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  Used  for  destroying 
noxious  growths,  weeds,  pests,  etc.,  and  for  cultivating. 

M,oow  (‘ri  XeM.pif.s, 

Productive  and  moist,  earthy  and  feminine.  Used  for  plant¬ 
ing  many  crops,  particularly  potatoes  and  root  crops,  and  when 
hardiness  is  important.  Also  used  for  lettuce,  cabbage,  and  sim¬ 
ilar  leafy  vegetables. 

Moon  tn  G-emtnt 


Barren  and  dry,  airy  and  masculine.  Used  for  destroying 
noxious  growths,  weeds  and  pests,  and  for  cultivation. 

Moon  (n  Cancer 

Very  fruitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine.  This  is  the 
most  productive  sign,  used  extensively  for  planting  and 
irrigation. 

Moon  (n  heo 


Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  This  is  the  most 
barren  sign,  used  only  for  killing  weeds  and  for  cultivation. 

Moon  cn 

Barren  and  moist,  earthy  and  feminine.  Good  for  cultiva¬ 
tion  and  destroying  weeds  and  pests. 


Moon  (n  )Lihpa 

Semi-fruitful  and  moist,  airy  and  masculine.  Used  for 
planting  many  crops  and  producing  good  pulp  growth  and 
roots.  A  very  good  sign  for  flowers  and  vines.  Also  used  for  | 
seeding  hay,  corn  fodder,  etc.  | 

Moon  cn  Scop^to 

Very  fruitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine.  Nearly  as 
productive  as  Cancer;  used  for  the  same  purposes.  Especially  j 
good  for  vine  growth  and  sturdiness.  [ 

Moon  tn  Sa9(#ckp(-tts  i 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  Used  for  planting  i 
onions,  seeding  hay,  and  for  cultivation.  | 

.  Moon  tn  Co^pt-copn  j 

Productive  and  dry,  earthy  and  feminine.  Used  for  plant¬ 
ing  potatoes,  tubers,  etc.  ; 

Moon  (n  ^quapit^^  i 

Barren  and  dry,  airy  and  masculine.  Used  for  cultivation 
and  destroying  noxious  growths,  weeds,  and  pests.  j 

Moon  tn  I 

Very  fruitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine.  Used  along  ! 
with  Cancer  and  Scorpio,  especially  good  for  root  growth.  ; 


March  Moon  T^ble 


Date 

Sign 

Element 

Nature 

Phase 

1  Wed. 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-faiit 

4rh 

2  Thu.  8;  14  am 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

4th 

3Fri. 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

4th 

4  Sat.  6:30  pm 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitfi.il 

4th 

5  Sun. 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th 

6  Mon. 

Pisces 

Water 

Fnritfiil 

New  12:17  am 

7  Tue.  1:54  am 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

8  Wed. 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

9  Thu.  7:01  am 

Thurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruit 

1st 

lOFri. 

Thurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruit 

1st 

11  Sat.  10:46  am 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

1st 

12  Sun. 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

1st 

13  Mon.LSl  pm 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd  1:59  am 

Hide. 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd 

15  Wed.  4:43  pm 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

16  Thu. 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

17Fri.  7:48  pm 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

2nd 

18  Sat. 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

2nd 

19  Sun.  11:57  pm 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruit 

Full  11:44  pm 

20  Mon. 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruit 

3rd 

21  Tue. 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-frait 

3rd 

22  Wed.  6:17  am 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

3rd 

23  Thu. 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

3rd 

24  Fri.  3:43  pm 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

25  Sat. 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

26  Sun. 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

27  Mon.  3:51  am 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Seml-fmit 

4th  7:21  pm 

28  Tue. 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruit 

4th 

29  Wed.  4:34  pm 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

4th 

30  Thu. 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

4th 

31  Fri. 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

4th 

April  Moon  Thble 


Date 

Sign 

Element 

Nature 

Phase 

1  Sat.  3:12  am 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th 

2  Sun. 

Pisces 

Water 

Fmitful 

4th 

3  Mon  10:22  am 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

4th 

4  Tue. 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

New  1:12  pm 

5  Wed.  2:29  pm 

Thurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruit 

1st 

6  Thu. 

Tfiurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruit 

1st 

7  Fri.  4:58  pm 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

1st 

8  Sat. 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

1st 

9  Sun.  7:16  pm 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

1st 

10  Mon. 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

1st 

11  Tue.l0:16  pm 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd  8:30  am 

12  Wed. 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

13  Thu. 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

14  Fri.  2:19  am 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

2nd 

15  Sat. 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

2nd 

16  Sun.  7:36  am 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruit 

2nd 

17  Mon. 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruit 

2nd 

18  Tire.  2:35  pm 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

Full  12:41  pm 

19  Wed. 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

3rd 

20  Thu.  11:58  pm 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

21  Fri. 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

22  Sat. 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

23  Sun.  11:47am 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruit 

3rd 

24  Mon. 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruit 

3rd 

25  Tue. 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-frait 

3rd 

26  Wed.  12:42  am 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

4th  2:30  pm 

27  Thu. 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

4th 

28  Fri.  12:06  pm 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th 

29  Sat. 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th 

30  Sun.  7:54  pm 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

4th 

Reprinted  with  permission  from  Llewellyn ’s  1998  Moon  Sign  Book, 
published  by  Llewellyn  Publications,  (pages  40,  42  &  233),  ISBN  1 -5671 8-933-4 
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“Life  with  Root  Knot  Nematodes”  - 
A  personal  documentary 

Barbara  Werness 
Coon  Rapids,  MN 


This  is  my  experience  with  the  horrible,  devastating 
“things”.  This  happened  several  years  ago  and  it  was 
extremely  humiliating  and  embarrassing. 

After  my  second  large  club  sale  in  one  month,  my  sister 
called  me  to  say  that  the  plants  I  had  sent  her  (she  lives  in 
Anchorage)  had  root  knot  nematodes.  Of  course  she  was 
WRONG.  I  used  insecticides,  my  plants  were  absolutely  fine!!! 
She  proceeded  to  tell  me  that  she  put  a  piece  of  root  under  the 
microscope  and  definitely  did  find  RKN. 

Then  I  started  thinking  about  how  many  of  my  plants 
would  root  rot  for  no  reason.  1  would  top  them  and  start  them 
over  and  then  in  about  a  year,  root  rot  again.  Also  a  number 
of  my  plants  had  brown  markings  on  the  edges  of  the  leaves. 
I  also  remembered  an  African  violet  that  never  did  well  and  I 
planted  outside  early  that  summer  just  for  fun  because  it  was 
too  much  trouble  to  keep  babying.  The  weird  bumpy  roots  did 
strike  me  as  odd,  but  not  knowing  about  RKN,  it  was  no  big 
deal  to  me  at  the  time. 

I  had  over  200  show  plants  in  my  collection  then.  (The 
horrible  thing  is  that  I  had  sold  hundreds  of  plants  in  sales 
over  the  years,  many  of  which  must  have  been  infested).  1 
started  checking  ALL  my  plants,  African  violets,  other 
gesneriads,  hoyas,  vines,  etc.  Guess  what?  Little  sister  was 
NOT  WRONG.  Almost  EVERYTHING  was  infested.  Maybe 
they  came  from  unsterile  potting  medium,  maybe  they  spread 
from  a  contaminated  watering  device,  utensils,  work  area, 
who  knows!  Yes,  any  plant  can  have  them. 

I  tried  to  save  the  African  violets  by  topping  them  to  the 
last  few  tiny  leaves  and  soaking  them  in  a  heavy  bleach  bath. 
Most  survived,  some  turned  to  mush.  That  was  fine,  but  1 
could  never  feel  comfortable  that  one  or  two  the  monsters  had 
survived  and  would  infest  my  whole  collection  again.  Eveiy' 


time  I  handled  one  which  had  been  infected  and  treated,  it 
in\'olved  a  whole  clean  up  process,  and  what  about  the 
possibility  of  touching  the  dirt  with  the  watering  spout  and 
transferring  from  one  plant  to  another?  Within  6  to  9  months, 
all  the  plants  were  tossed.  I  could  not  take  the  uncertainty. 

If  you  can  find  an  insecticide  that  kills  RKN,  it  will  also  kill 
the  plant  (not  to  mention  what  it  might  do  to  people  and  pets) . 
So  basically,  yes,  RKN  is  a  death  sentence.  Don’t  even  try  to 
save  the  plant,  a  cutting  or  a  leaf.  RKN  can  be  IN  any  and  all 
parts  of  the  plant. 

Root  rot,  bumpy/knobby  roots,  brown  markings  on  edges 
of  leat’es  are  all  symptoms.  1  used  to  have  African  violets  root 
rotting  regularly,  one  or  two  a  month.  It  has  now  been  at  least 
six  years  since  the  discot'eiy  and  disposal  and  not  one  of  my 
standards  has  rotted  and  only  a  couple  semis  have. 

Things  I  learned:  1)  Sterilize  your  potting  medium. 
2)  Upon  obtaining  a  new  plant,  immediately  uproot,  check 
for  any  type  of  pest,  repot  in  YOUR  potting  medium  and 
segregate.  3)  I  no  longer  mat  water  my  show  plants,  they 
are  on  indit'idual  reseiwoirs.  4)  If  you  have  worked  with  a 
plant  that  is  suspect,  thoroughly  clean  all  utensils  and  the 
work  area.  5)  Never  reuse  dirt,  even  if  it  is  fairly  new. 

Bitter-sweet  ending  -  I  lost  all  my  plants,  but  learned  a 
\'aluable  lesson  for  myself  and  hopefully  others.  It  hurts  to 
toss  those  plants,  but  believe  me,  you  will  ha\’e  the  peace  of 
mind  knowing  that  the  RKN  monsters  are  gone.  It’s  not 
necessaty  to  toss  your  whole  collection,  but  be  very  careful 
until  you  are  sure  eveiything  is  under  control.  It  may  actually 
take  many  months  for  RKN  to  visibly  show  up  in  a  plant,  so 
trv'  your  best  to  not  contaminate  one  plant  to  another. 
Remember,  RKN  are  microscopic  and  you  will  never  see  them 
with  the  naked  eye.  just  watch  your  plants  closely. 


New  Phone  Number  for  Omaha  Hotel  Reservations 

Have  you  made  your  hotel  reservations  for  the  AVSA  Omaha  Convention 

May  21  -  28,  2000? 

Please  call  this  new  number  for  your  reservations  at  the 
Holiday  Convention  Centre  in  Omaha,  Nebraska. 

(402)  393  -  3950 
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Regional  Reviews  2CXX) 

Compiled  by  Pat  Richards 


Cristel  Collier,  Clearlake,  Florida,  is  a  vejy  enthusiastic 
grower  of  African  violets  and  gesneriads.  She  wins  major 
awards  at  local  and  regional  shows,  and  is  well  known  for  the 
energy  and  the  deep  love  of  plants  she  brings  to  our  hobby. 


Prevention  of  bugs  getting  into  our  prized  plant 
collection. 

From  time  to  time,  all  of  us  are  faced  with  the  fact  that 
there  are  bugs  on  our  violets!  Panic  strikes!  What  next?  Just 
relax!  There  are  several  very  effective  products  on  the  market 
today  to  help  us  get  rid  of  the  unwelcome  pests!  The  most 
common  question  growers  ask  when  they  encounter  pests  is, 
“How  did  they  get  here?” 

I  had  to  learn  the  hard  way.  Preventing  bugs  from  creeping 
in  is  really  the  most  important  method  of  combating  them!  A 
few  very  simple  steps  really  do  help  us  have  a  beautiful 
collection  of  plants  we  can  enjoy  everyday!  It  doesn’t  have  to 
be  a  chore  at  all! 

It’s  an  undisputed  fact  that  plants  can  and  do  pick  up 
thrips,  mites  and  mealy  bugs  when  they  are  taken  out  of  the 
collection  to  a  show  or  perhaps  to  your  club  meeting’s  raffle 
table.  When  there  is  a  mild  mite  infestation  the  owner  of  the 
plants  is  not  even  aware  there  is  a  problem  because  damage 
isn’t  visible  in  the  early  stages. 

Any  time  I  get  a  new  plant  from  anywhere  or  anyone, 
even  the  best  grower  in  the  club,  or  when  I  bring  my  own 
plants  home  from  a  show,  I  remove  all  blossoms  and  buds! 
This  is  very  important  because  thrips  live  in  blossoms  as  well 
as  buds  where  they  can’t  be  seen.  They  feed  on  the  pollen  of 
the  buds,  and  removing  them  means  closing  down  their 
restaurant!  If  mites  have  been  picked  up  recently,  there  will  not 
be  any  visible  damage  on  the  plants!  Therefore,  I  pretend  they 
are  there,  and  I  treat  the  plants  accordingly! 

I  spray  them  very  well,  top  and  bottom  side  of  the  leaves, 
as  well  as  the  top  of  the  soil  in  case  there  are  any  eggs,  with  a 
Malathion  dilution  of  1  teasp/gal.  I  leave  the  plants  to  dry 
away  from  the  sun  or  light.  I  repeat  this  treatment  every  5-6 
days  for  3  weeks.  1  have  a  screened  in  patio  with  a  ceiling  fan 
running  which  works  best.  Other  suitable  places  for  spraying 
are  in  a  garage,  a  storage/laundry  room  or  even  a  spare 
bathroom.  The  plants  will  survive  just  fine  without  the  light  for 
the  isolation  time.  After  the  third  spraying  it’s  safe  to  bring  the 
plants  into  the  plant  room. 

I  treat  new  leaves  which  have  come  from  outside  sources 
the  very  same  way.  However,  I  plant  and  label  them  first  and 
then  spray  them  in  their  pots  3  times,  top  and  bottom  sides. 


There  are  other  chemicals  than  Malathion  on  the  market 
which  can  be  used  for  this  purpose,  but  Malathion  is  my 
favorite  because  it’s  easy  to  come  by,  it  leaves  no  spots  on  the 
leaves  as  some  other  chemicals  do,  and  most  of  all,  it  does  not 
harm  the  foliage  of  violets  and  gesneriads.  I  do  this  very  delib¬ 
erately  and  consistently,  and  I  feel  that  it  has  helped  to  have 
successfully  kept  out  critters  for  several  years. 


John  Adney  is  a  writer,  marketer,  and  gardener  extraor¬ 
dinaire.  John  hails  from  Iowa,  but  also  lives  in  other  areas  of 
the  country  during  the  year  depending  on  his  wife’s  work 
schedule.  He’s  a  frequent  observer  of  and  contributor  to 
internet  African  violet  mailing  lists  and  is  Chairman  ofAVSA’s 
newly  formed  Marketing  Committee. 

Although  I’ve  always  had  African  violets  among  my 
houseplants,  it  wasn’t  until  about  three  years  ago  that  I  was 
really  smitten  by  African  violets.  Now  I  have  about  130  violets 
and  their  gesneriad  cousins. 

I  grow  mainly  miniatures  and  semi-miniatures.  I  love  the 
small  ones  not  only  for  their  beauty  but  because  I  can  grow 
many  more  in  limited  space.  I  have  nineteen  standards,  four 
species  and  eleven  trailers.  I  intend  to  add  to  the  number  of 
trailers  and  will  set  out  a  hanging  basket  of  them  in  a  shaded 
area  of  the  deck  this  coming  spring  to  see  how  they  will  grow 
outdoors. 

All  plants  are  grown  under  lights  in  a  basement  plant 
room.  When  they  are  wanted  for  table  decorations,  they’re 
brought  upstairs  for  a  day  or  two,  then  returned  to  the  plant 
room.  Our  house  has  numerous  windows  but  very  narrow  sills, 
thus  there  is  no  space  for  natural  light  growing.  In  addition,  our 
three  ftirball  Himalayan  cats  love  greens,  so  segregating  them 
from  the  plants  is  a  must. 

I  have  two  light  units.  The  largest  is  a  3-shelf  unit  eight 
feet  long.  Each  shelf  has  two  4-foot  2-tube  fixtures.  I  also  have 
a  4-foot  2-tube  shoplight  at  one  end  of  a  workbench  where  I 
take  cuttings,  do  potting  and  make  terrariums  and  wall 
hangings.  I  intend  to  build  a  3  or  4-shelf  unit  along  another 
wall  because  I’ve  run  out  of  space.  The  lights  are  on  12-13 
hours  a  day.  Fortunately,  the  plant  room  does  not  experience 
temperature  and  humidity  swings.  The  temperature  generally 
is  around  70  degrees  F.  during  the  day,  65  at  night.  A  small  fan 
circulates  the  air;  the  fan  does  not  blow  directly  on  the  plants. 

All  supplies  -  soil,  pots,  fertilizer,  tools,  etc.  -  are  on 
shelves  under  the  workbench.  Water  is  handy,  in  a  bathroom 
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adjoining  the  plant  room.  I  water  from  the  top,  but  recently 
purchased  material  to  build  units  for  wick  watering. 

I  use  one  fertilizer,  Dyna  Grow,  but  plan  to  add  at  least  one 
other  because  I’ve  read  that  African  violets  prefer  a  varied  diet. 

I  use  a  potting  mix  manufactured  in  Iowa  and  sold  by  my 
Cedar  Valley  African  Violet  Society. 

Variegates  are  a  passion.  These  are  grown  on  the  lower 
light  shelves  because  they  prefer  slightly  cooler  temperatures.  I 
also  enjoy  reds,  and  am  searching  for  a  fire-engine  red  variety. 

A  favorite  variety  is  ‘Bouraine’,  a  little-known  standard 
with  purplish  fantasy  blossoms  and  variegated  leaves.  Other 
favorites  are  ‘Ness’  Crinkle  Blue’,  ‘Golden  Fountain’,  ‘Irish 
Flirt’,  ‘Ness’  Prairie  Star’,  ‘Pink  Prisms’,  ‘Cherokee  Tfail’,  ‘Pow 
Wow’  and  ‘Decelles  Flamingo’.  One  of  the  ‘Pink  Prisms’,  which 
has  variegated  leaves,  grows  with  miniature  sinningias  in  a 
terrarium.  It’s  difficult  to  pin  down  favorites;  I  like  so  many! 

Other  gesneriads  I  grow  are  Alsobia,  Petrocosmea,  Episcia, 
Nematanthus,  Codonanthe,  Columnea,  Streptocarpus, 
Achimenes,  miniature  Sinningia  and  streptocarpella. 

All  of  my  gesneriads  were  packed  in  late  December  for  our 
winter  escape  to  Yuma,  Arizona.  An  article  on  last  year’s 
traveling  violets  expedition  appeared  in  the  November- 
December  1999  issue  of  African  Violet  Magazine. 

Elizabeth  Praeter  is  from  Newcastle,  New  South  Wales, 
Australia,  about  a  third  of  the  way  up  Australia’s  east  coast 
She  has  been  growing  African  violets  seriously  for  14  years, 
and  has  won  mini  shows  for  3  years  as  an  Intermediate 
grower,  and  won  Best  Gesneriad  at  her  highly  competitive 
society’s  Annual  Show.  Local  club  members  beware:  she 
hopes  to  grow  her  share  of  major  winners  for  the  Annual 
Show  in  May,  2000! 

My  violets  are  in  three  main  parts  of  the  house  -  most  are 
in  my  plant  room,  which  my  husband  built  in  the  angle 
between  the  dining  room  and  the  sun  room  so  that  he  could 
have  his  sun  room  back...  free  from  plant  stands!  So,  I  now 
have  a  beautiful  new  room,  almost  five  meters  square,  with 
a  sink  and  hot  and  cold  running  water,  cupboards,  a  high 
ceiling,  and  three  rails  where  I  can  hang  my  trailing  other 
gesneriads. 

There  are  significant  windows  to  the  north  and  west  -  ideal 
in  winter,  but  on  sunny  summer  afternoons  I  have  to  close  the 
blinds  on  the  western  windows  to  stop  the  plants  from  getting 
burnt.  I  have  three  lit  3-tier  stands  -  one  with  two  tubes  per 
shelf  and  two  with  narrower  shelves  and  one  light  per  shelf. 
There  are  also  three  unlit  stands  (one  wired,  but  tubeless  at  the 
moment),  and  room  for  more!  1  put  my  leaves  on  the  unlit 
shelves  to  produce  their  plantlets  for  me.  Two  of  the  stands 
have  their  light  fittings  on  chains  so  I  can  adjust  the  tubes 
closer  to  the  tops  of  the  miniatures,  when  necessary,  to  get 
better  growth  and  bloom. 


I  have  trailers  in  natural  light  in  an  eastern  bay  window  in 
our  lounge  room.  Our  bedroom,  also  facing  east,  is  the 
quarantine  zone.  A  chest  of  drawers  under  the  windows  holds 
the  new  plants!  There  is  another  3-tier  2-tube  per  shelf  stand 
in  our  front  hall/lobby  (the  first  stand  I  bought  -  and  five  feet 
long)  I  can  get  most  plants  on  that  one!  Being  in  the  cooler  part 
of  the  house  -  there  is  a  verandah  through  the  double  front 
doors  - 1  grow  my  variegates  on  the  bottom  shelf,  here,  and  the 
top  shelf  is  the  home  mostly  to  minis. 

The  temperatures  in  the  plant  room  vary  from  15  C  to  25 
in  winter  (58-77  F).  The  family  bought  me  a  small  oil-filled 
electric  heater,  because  the  lowest  temperature  last  year  was 
some  5  degrees  C  (41  F) !  In  summer  the  temperatures  range 
from  about  18  to  33C  (67-88  F).  The  “upstairs”  plants  (there 
are  five  steps  down  into  the  plant  room)  experience  at  least  one 
degree  cooler  in  their  respective  positions.  The  humidity  levels 
in  Newcastle  stay  around  55-64%  in  winter,  and  70-73%  in 
summer. 

I  have  all  my  mature  plants  on  individual 
wells/tanks/reseiv'oirs,  and  have  recently  changed  from  two 
widths  of  recycled  nylon  pantyhose  to  8-ply  synthetic  “wool”, 
all  strands  for  standards  and  half  for  minis,  since  I  ran  out  of 
laddered  pantyhose!  Plantlets  and  leaves  producing  plantlets 
are  potted  Texas  style  in  kitty^  litter  and  butcher’s  trays.  I  place 
a  4:2:1  mixture  of  vermiculite,  perlite  and  fine  charcoal  in  the 
base  of  each  Texas  pot,  then  top  it  up  with  my  potting  mix  - 

6L  peat  (German  at  the  moment,  but  I  have  used 
Canadian) 

4L  vermiculite 

2L  perlite 

1 L  charcoal 

20  teaspoons  finely  ground  eggshells 

7.5  teaspoons  Dolomite  lime  and 

2L  foam  balls 

I  turn  this  in  its  plastic  bag  on  alternate  days  for  two 
weeks,  then  it’s  ready  to  use! 

I  use  a  constant  feed  Australian  fertilizer  made  by  the 
Kenrose  company,  with  an  N:P:K  of  3.6%:1.6%:3.6%,  plus 
trace  elements.  When  I  first  put  leaves  in,  and  repot  plants, 
they  get  plain  water  that  has  sat  in  5  and  8  liter  ice  cream 
containers  overnight  to  let  the  fluoride  dissipate.  I  then 
graduate  to  half  strength  as  plantlets  appear,  and  full  strength 
for  healthy  plantlets  almost  ready  to  go  into  their  own  pots.  I 
refill  the  tanks  with  full  strength  fertilizer  as  the  level  of  plain 
water  drops. 

My  preferred  plants  are  minis  and  variegates.  I  like  minis 
because  they  take  so  little  space,  and  the  good  ones  grow 
themselves  and  variegates,  because  even  out  of  bloom,  we 
have  interesting  plants!  So  a  miniature  variegate  such  as  ‘Shy 
Blue’  is  ideal,  to  my  way  of  thinking! 

‘Colonial  Wilmington’,  hybridized  in  South  Australia  by 
Mr.  Hams,  is  the  growing  competition  plant  for  our  next 
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Annual  Show  in  May,  2000.  It  has  semi-double  light  blue 
frilled  blossoms,  and  olive  green  leaves,  which  grow  into  a 
good  shape.  So  our  three  classes  of  growing  competition  plants 
next  year  will  be  a  wonderful  exhibition  to  add  to  the  different 
colors  of  the  rest  of  the  Show  plants! 

We  thought  we  should  make  a  small  contribution  to  the 
Centenar}^  of  Federation  in  Australia  at  our  2001  Show,  and 
plan  our  Standard  African  Violet  to  be  ‘Milang  Skies’,  anoth¬ 
er  plant  hybridized  in  South  Australia,  by  the  late  Graham 
Ford.  It  is  a  variegate,  with  large  single  pale  blue  stars  held 
well  over  the  green  and  cream  foliage.  Another  great 
exhibition  plant! 

My  most  favorite  plant  is  probably  ‘Melodie  Kimi’  -  those 
blue  and  white  blossoms  are  still  unique  and  so  recognizable  - 
even  the  plant  without  flowers  is  easily  recognized  with  the 
petioles  and  leaves  that  can  belong  only  to  “our”  Kimi! 

Our  next  featured  grower  is  Shirley  Mitchel  of  Ft  Collins, 
Colorado.  Genuine,  quiet  and  caring  best  describes  this 
grower  of  Aftican  violets  and  other  gesneriads.  Shirley  is  an 
organizer  extraordinaire,  and  a  frequent  attendee  of 
conventions. 


Is  TLC  the  Secret? 

Even  though  I  have  been  growing  African  violets  for  15 
years,  I  have  not  yet  discovered  a  perfect  way.  In  fact,  early  in 
my  violet  “career”  I  took  up  designing,  because  I  had  blooms 
for  designs,  but  seldom  had  plants  nice  enough  to  enter  in  a 
show. 

But  I  am  still  trying,  and  currently,  here  is  my  way: 

Soil  recipe:  Having  tried  many  mixes  over  the  years,  1  am 
now  using  1-1-1  (4  cups  Volkmann’s  Soil,  4  cups  coarse 
vermiculite,  and  4  cups  perlite).  To  this  I  add  1/2  cup 
diatomaceous  earth  and  1  cup  charcoal,  and  enough  warn 
water  to  moisten  the  mixture.  If  I  do  not  use  all  this  batch  at 
one  time,  I  let  it  dry  out  -  this  keeps  the  pH  level  more 
consistent. 

Humidity:  My  plant  stands  are  in  the  basement.  It  is  cool¬ 
er  there  in  the  summer  and  the  temperature  is  more  even  year- 
round.  Two  years  ago,  we  added  a  humidifier  to  the  furnace. 
This  gives  the  plants  a  big  boost  in  the  dry  winter  months. 
There  is  a  fan  going  at  all  times. 

Putting  down  leaves:  Leaves  are  put  down  in  individual 
solo  cups  with  the  same  soil  mixture  listed  above  (tops  of  large 
leaves  are  cut  off) .  These  cups  are  then  put  on  chicken  grating 
in  trays  with  a  clear  plastic  dome  and  the  trays  set  on  the  top 
shelf  of  the  plant  stand  for  a  little  extra  warmth.  Putting  water 
in  the  bottom  of  the  tray  usually  keeps  the  soil  damp  enough. 

When  babies  appear,  they  are  separated  and  each  plant 
again  put  down  in  solo  or  thumb  cups,  and  placed  in  a  tray 
with  a  dome.  As  soon  as  they  outgrow  their  small  containers, 
they  are  potted  up  into  the  “proper  size”  container  -  1  1/2"  for 


minis,  2"  for  semis,  3"  for  standards.  Later,  trailers  are  moved 
to  Oyamas  or  pan  pots.  Wicking  does  not  work  for  me  -  the 
wicks  always  seem  to  dry  out.  So  plants  are  either  put  on 
grating  in  trays,  or  minis/semis  are  Texas  potted  and  set  right 
in  the  trays. 

Disbudding;  1  do  not  disbud  for  a  show  because  it  is  so 
hard  in  our  climate  to  judge  the  time  needed  to  bring  plants  into 
bloom  again.  I  do  disbud  after  our  March  Show  to  give  the 
plants  a  chance  to  recoup  before  a  Fall  Show. 

Fertilizer:  Brands  are  varied,  using  1/4  tsp  to  a  gallon  of 
water  most  of  the  year,  but  switching  to  1/8  tsp  in  the  hot 
summer  months.  Before  shows  a  15-35-15  or  15-50-15  is 
used  for  bloom.  Every  4th  watering  is  plain  water. 

Lighting:  Lights  are  kept  on  10  hours  a  day,  year  round. 

My  violets  definitely  do  better  when  they  get  lots  of  TLC. 
Maybe  that’s  the  secret  to  the  whole  growing  process. 

I  am  still  learning  what  works  best  for  me.  Maybe  that’s 
why  design  is  my  favorite  way  of  expressing  my  love  of 
violets. 

‘Aly’s  Blizzard  Bunny’  and  ‘Ness’  Crinkle  Blue’  are  my 
favorites  -  they  seem  to  grow  all  by  themselves  with  very  little 
care.  I  also  like  ‘Cirelda  Trail’,  ‘Pixie  Blue  Trail’  and  ‘Rob’s 
Willawong’,  which  grow  in  a  nice  shape  and  are  seldom  out  of 
bloom. 


Marian  Hamtil  lives  in  St  Charles,  Missouri.  No  one  is  a 
better  example  of  "Do  as  I  say”  and  then  doing  it!  As  a  senior 
fudge,  Marian  strongly  believes  expertise  should  be  displayed, 
not  Just  discussed.  Her  lovely,  well  grown  plants  win  awards 
locally  and  regionally,  where  they’re  known for  the  love  and 
continual  care  they're  given.  A  particular  cultivar,  fondly 
known  by  club  members  as  "old”  ‘Phobos’,  has  been  showing 
up  and  winning  shows for  many,  many  years. 

Growing  violets  for  the  first  35  years  gave  me  boxes  of 
blue  ribbons,  some  reds  and  an  occasional  white,  but  noth¬ 
ing  more  -  no  special  awards.  Plant  stands,  approximately 
36"  X  42",  constructed  by  friend’s  husband  had  2  -  30  watt 
fluorescent  tubes,  not  sufficient  light  to  produce  good  bloom 
count.  Frustration  led  to  solution!! 

In  early  spring  ‘93  my  deceased  mother’s  plant  stands 
were  reconstructed  with  43  watt  tubes  -  Cool  white  and  WB 
Gro-lux.  Plants  responded.  Lights  are  on  12  hours,  increased  to 
14  hours  (max.)  Sixty  days  before  show;  increase  is  done 
gradually. 

My  growing  medium,  purchased  from  Metropolitan  St. 
Louis  AV  Council,  consists  of  Jiffy  Mix  (or  Reddi  Earth) ,  perlite 
and  charcoal.  This  is  pasteurized  for  2  hours  at  200°  (never 
over  200°).  All  show  hopefuls  are  on  individual  reservoirs, 
wicked  of  course.  Fertilizer  is  Peters  20-20-20  until  January  1st 
when  change  is  made  to  Peters  12-36-14.  This  date  is  selected 
when  our  “big  show”  is  the  first  weekend  in  May.  Adjustment 
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in  date  will  be  necessary  for  earlier  or  later  show  dates. 
Thirteen  weeks  before  show  I  top  water  with  Peters  5-50-17. 
Wicks  are  removed  from  reservoir  the  night  before;  next  day 
plants  are  placed  in  individual  saucers  and  this  bloom  booster 
is  watered  in  until  it  runs  through.  Plants  are  allowed  to  sit  in 
solution  for  20  minutes  (no  longer)  -  then  returned  to  reservoir. 
This  step  is  repeated  in  2  weeks.  All  fertilizers  are  mixed  at  ratio 
of  1/4  teaspoon  to  1  gallon  of  water,  1  drop  of  Super  Thrive, 
and  1  scant  teaspoon  Physan  20  to  prevent  algae  growth.  Be 
sure  to  add  Physan  at  veiy  end,  when  gallon  jug  is  almost  filled 
-  or  you  will  have  a  jug  full  of  suds.  Physan  is  not  added  to 
Peters  5-50-17  Bloom  Booster  because  this  is  for  top  watering. 

Plants  are  grown  in  the  basement  where  the  temperature 
is  always  about  72°.  Light  plastic  is  draped  around  3  sides  of 
the  plant  stands;  this  increases  the  temperature  to  75°  or 
slightly  higher,  end  humidity  is  55%  to  60%.  Mildew  has  not 
been  a  problem. 

Our  slightly  hard  well  water  contains  lime  which  the 
violets  seem  to  like.  However,  it  is  not  good  for  spraying  as  it 
j,  leaves  a  grayish  residue  on  plants.  Plants  brought  home  from 
show,  or  newly  purchased  plants,  are  always  sprayed,  after 
first  being  disbudded.  A  knowledgeable  St.  Louis  horticulturist 
recommends  rain  water,  which  I  use,  but  not  until  it  is  boiled 
to  kill  any  insects  or  insect  eggs  not  visible  to  the  naked  eye. 
My  spray  solution  is  1  quart  boiled  rain  water,  1  teaspoon 
Malathion,  few  drops  Ivory  Liquid  (for  spreader/sticker 


purposes),  and  approx.  1/8  teaspoon  Ra-Pid-Gro,  23-19-17  - 
this  latter  seems  to  snap  the  plants  back  after  show  stress. 

Plants  I  like: 

‘Private  Dancer’  -  Nelly  Levine’s  comments  on  this  one 
are  excellent.  (See  May-june  ‘99  mag.  -page  13.  My  small 
plant  holds  promise. 

‘Phobos’  -  Excellent  foliage  and  symmetry,  with  large 
burgundy  blooms  flecked  with  pink.  Same  plant  has  been 
consistently  winning  top  awards  for  several  years.  St.  Louis 
club  members  are  now  calling  it  “Old  Phobos”! 

‘Blue  Heron’  -  An  old  Tlnari  hybrid  that  makes  a  good 
show  plant  on  its  own.  Ultra  symmetrical  in  growth  habits  with 
huge  dark  blue  double  blooms.  1  will  always  wonder  why  this 
hybrid  never  received  more  attention. 

‘Smooch  Me’  -  A  fairly  new  K.  Stork  hybrid  that 
performed  veiy’  well  for  several  exhibitors  at  October  ‘99 
Missouri  Valley  AV  Council  Show  in  St.  Louis.  It  has  pansy 
blooms  of  rose-pink  with  a  variable  red  eye  produced  in 
profusion.  I  must  place  my  plant  in  different  spot  on  the  shelf 
to  eliminate  slight  openness.  Excellent  growth  has  been 
observed  on  other  plants. 

‘Chinook  Wind’  and  ‘Sacajawea’  -  Both  are  new  K. 
Stork  hybrids  and  my  small  plants  look  promising.  Descriptions 
of  these  are  found  in  Supplement  to  Nov./Dec.  ‘99  magazine. 
Check  them  out. 


BEST  VARIETY  LIST 

Send  Your  Choices  for  Year  2000 

the  club,  please  list  all  plants  voted  on  and  how  many  of 


i 

I  Each  year  our  best  growers  and  hybridizers  advise  the 
beginning  and  even  experienced  growers  to  check  the  Best 
‘  Variety  List  for  the  surest  and  most  consistent  plants  to  add 
,  to  their  collections.  The  advice  is  good  because  the  Best 
Variety  List  is  the  compilation  of  those  varieties  which  have 
performed  across  the  nation,  and  around  the  world,  in  many 
different  growing  conditions,  and  with  many  different 
approaches  to  growing.  And  because  the  List  is  made  up  from 
the  choices  AVSA  members  submit,  the  Best  Variety  List  is 
your  list,  those  plants  which  have  been  the  best  for  you. 

Here  is  your  opportunity  to  make  your  voice  heard. 
Which  are  your  favorites  which  would  you  encourage  others 
to  buy  and  grow? 

Between  now  and  july  31st,  2000,  every  member  of  a 
AVSA  is  encouraged  to  take  time  to  sit  down  and  make  a  list 
of  25  of  your  favorite  plants.  We  would  like  to  have  every 
member's  opinion.  The  list  may  be  set  singly,  or  the  part  of 
affiliate’s  summary.  If  you  do  decide  to  make  only  one  list  for 


those  each  received.  Also,  enclose  the  total  number  of  mem¬ 
bers  voting,  as  well  as  the  name  of  the  affiliate. 

Last  year,  in  response  to  my  letter  to  affiliate  presidents, 
many  clubs  had  the  Best  Variety  List  as  a  feature  of  one  meet¬ 
ing.  At  least  two  used  making  up  the  List  as  a  part  of  their 
summer  picnic  (wow,  what  a  great  ideal).  The  due  date  is  late 
enough  for  plans  still  to  be  made  on  how  to  us  the  List  for  a 
fun  meeting. 

The  total  votes  for  last  year’s  List  was  the  largest  in  five 
years!  The  more  votes,  the  better  the  List.  Plan  now  to  have 
all  your  members  participate. ..and  then  watch  the 
November/December  African  Violet  Magazine  for  the  results. 


Send  results  to:  Floyd  Lawson 
1 100  W.  Huntington  Drive,  #21,  Arcadia,  CA  91007 
or  by  e-mail  to  floydll@earthlink.net  by  July  31 
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It’s  difficult  to  recall  when  we  actually  began  to  use 
African  violets  for  unusual  and  special  individual  arrange¬ 
ments  and  festive  occasions.  Today  it  is  a  significant  part  of 
our  business. 

I  do  recall  back  in  the  early  days  when  our  first  daughter 
Clementine  attended  floral  design  school  and  insisted  on 
trying  out  her  newly  discovered  talent  on  customers  who 
visited  our  greenhouses.  One  successful  busi¬ 
nessman  who  came  to  the  greenhouses 
at  least  once  a  week  became  her 
favorite  customer.  His  violet 
purchases  were  many,  most¬ 
ly  for  individual  gifts  to 
favored  clients  and 
employees.  Clementine 
always  trimmed  his 
plants  to  give  them  an 
individual  special  gift 
look  by  placing  a  lace 
doily  under  the  foliage 
and  colorful  aluminum 
foil  around  the  pot.  Often 
slipping  a  colorful  bow 
tucked  in  the  pot  with  a  small 
wire. 

Those  memorable  early  days, 
when  hybridizing  was  mandatory,  we 
were  deeply  involved  in  the  hybridizing  frenzy 
that  existed.  Most  customers  would  only  buy  plants  that  were 
registered  demanding  to  know  the  hybridizer,  and  even  the 
cross  made  to  produce  it  in  many  cases. 

Hybridizing  was  at  an  all  time  high.  How  well  I  remem¬ 
ber  some  of  the  early  seedlings  we  registered.  Our  first 
seedling  with  the  DuPont  Crosses  was  “America"  registered 
No.  621-1/17/50,  a  very  large  single  blue  blossom  with  the 
thick  heart-shape  leaf  which  is  typical  of  the  DuPont  types. 
‘Tlnari’s  Blue  Eyes’,  registered  No.  622  -1/17/50  the  tmest 
single  blue  blossom  we  have  ever  seen  with  shiny  spoon-like 
foliage.  Pink  Luster,  the  first  single  true  pink  blossom  that  was 
not  patented,  had  dark  green  shiny  heart-shape  leaf  which 
was  in  great  demand.  Then  we  introduced  our  favorite  Lilian 
Jarrett,  a  beautiful  double  pink  blossom  with  pointed,  quilted 
serrated  leaf,  reg.  No.  1060  -  6/9/61.  After  growing  this  cul- 
tivar  with  a  plain  leaf  it  mutated  to  a  mosaic  variegated  type 
leaf  and  remained  as  such  for  the  20  or  more  years  that  we 


grew  it.  Thus  it  was  again  registered  as  such  re.  No.  2902  - 
9/28/89,  and  was  very  popular  making  the  Best  Varieties  List 
several  times. 

Our  introduction  of  the  first  trailer  type  series  from  crosses 
with  one  of  the  original  species  Grotei  produced  a  new  type  of 
popular  trailing  cultivar  registered  in  1954.  My  favorite  was 

Snow  Trailer,  reg.  No.  632  -  12/31/54.  We  still  grow  Sky 
Trailer  and  Royal  Blue  Trailer  from  that  series 
and  introduced  many  other  varieties 
over  the  years.  Poodle  Top,  a  real 
favorite  was  the  first  coral  type 
Coral  Satin  re.  No.  1536  - 
8/6/65.  These  interesting 
years  kept  us  alert  to  the 
ever  growing  popularity 
this  favorite  plant  has 
enjoyed. 

However,  today 
African  violets  have 
become  so  popular 
world-wide  with  many 
thousands  of  cultivars 
available  in  various  types  of 
color  and  foliage  pattern. 
They  are  generally  referred  to  as 
the  most  favorite  plant  in  the  aver¬ 
age  home,  not  only  in  our  country,  but  in 
many  countries  of  the  world. 

Due  to  the  hybridizing  frenzy  in  those  early  years,  plus  the 
excellent  cultivars  being  introduced  by  our  present  hybridizers 
we  now  reap  the  benefit  of  the  successful  work  accomplished 
on  our  favorite  house  plant.  As  one  grower  remarked,  “We 
have  only  scratched  the  potential  surface  of  what  may  follow.” 
Thus  we  must  find  new  and  innovative  ways  to  present  them 
to  the  public.  Our  aim  is  to  establish  their  worth  and  appeal  to 
the  buying  public  with  new  ways  of  marketing. 

We  are  in  the  vicinity  of  three  large  hospitals  and  almost 
daily  customers  visit  our  greenhouses  and  violet  shop  to  select 
a  full  flowering  plant  in  an  appropriate  container  to  take  to  a 
sick  friend  or  to  present  to  a  new  neighbor  as  a  small  token  of 
friendship. 

We  receive  many  requests  for  individual  party  gifts  for 
special  celebrations  and  for  sympathy  gifts.  Our  most  popular 
orders  are  for  bridal  table  decorations,  bridal  showers,  baby 
shows  and  celebrations  of  all  types.  We  specialize  in  African 
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violet  baskets  expertly  decorated  to  fit  the  occasion  with  any 
number  of  plants  from  2  to  15  violets  in  same.  They  are 
usually  used  as  colorful  living  centerpieces  and  often  indi¬ 
vidual  plants  are  given  to  guests  in  memory  of  the  occasion. 
One  very  successful  realtor  requested  that  we  prepare  a 
beautiful  decorated  basket  holding  as  many  as  20  African 
violets  and  the  realtor  presented  the  violets  as  a  welcome  gift 
to  a  customer  who  had  purchased  a  new  home  as  a  welcome 
gift. 

I  have  seen  violets  open  paths  of  lasting  friendships  and 


poets  often  refer  to  violets  as  gems  of  remembrances.  I  rejoice 
at  the  smile  on  Lil’s  face  when  a  bride’s  mother  calls  to  say, 
“The  beautiful  violet  basket  arrangements  at  my  daughter’s 
wedding  reception  were  just  perfect.” 

These  daily  challenges  have  expanded  our  vision  of 
serving  the  public  and  provided  a  broader  picture  of  marketing 
to  display  the  beauty  and  versatility  of  African  violets.  It 
embellishes  a  fascinating  history  and  amazing  prosperity  that 
has  advanced  our  favorite  plant  to  world-wide  recognition  in 
the  horticultural  world. 


update  From  Russia 


Editor’s  Note: 

As  you  will  recall  from  her  previous  articles,  Shirley  Sanders,  of  Shirley’s  House  of  Violets  in  San  Antonio,  TX, 
has  been  in  contact  with  her  violet  friends  in  Russia,  spreading  the  word  about  African  violets. 

The  following  are  excerpts  of  a  recent  letter  Shirley  received  from  her  friend  Irina  Danilina.  Irina  wrote  about 
Shirley  and  Sandy’s  violet  business,  which  was  published  in  two  Russian  magazines,  “The  World  of  Violets”  and 
“Flower  Growing”. 


Dear  Violet  Friends  Shirley  and  Sandy! 

Before  my  articles  were  published  there  had  been 
only  two  others  on  African  violets.  The  detailed  stor}' 
about  your  firm  has,  for  the  first  time,  familiarized 
Russian  growers  with  the  American  type  of  violet 
business. 

I  am  extremely  grateful  for  the  concrete  information 
you  provided  and  the  colorful  pictures  I  used  as  illustra¬ 
tions.  This  has  found  many  thankful  readers  and  helped 
to  satisfy  a  hunger  for  information.  Some  people  have 
taken  up  English  to  be  able  to  subscribe  to  and  read  the 
African  Violet  Magazine. 

I  can  also  add  that  it  has  been  a  pleasure  to  work 
with  you.  You  work  very  efficiently,  never  ignore  orders 
and  always  fill  them  on  time. 

At  our  annual  Fall  Exhibition  in  Moscow  in  October, 
we  were  pleased  to  learn  that  the  overall  interest  in 
African  violets  is  increasing.  Violet  lovers  from  other 
territories  of  Russia  came  to  Moscow  specifically  to  visit 
the  Exhibition. 

Violet  lovers  here  have  formed  a  stable  interest  in  the 
mini  varieties.  ‘Rob’s  Mad  Cat’  and  ‘Rob’s  Hallucination’ 
were  especially  popular.  Also,  for  the  first  time,  interest 
has  been  shown  in  the  trailing  varieties.  Two  years  ago 
growers  actively  refused  these  violets.  Visitors  very  well 
received  Tanya  Blinkina’s  correctly  grown  version  of 
‘Santa  Fe  Trail’,  which  was  presented  at  the  Exhibition. 

The  most  beloved  varieties,  though,  are  still  those 


with  huge  blooms,  fantasy  varieties,  and  unusually 
colored  blossoms  with  contrasting  borders.  A  sensation 
was  created  by  newly  presented,  ‘Suncoast  Secret 
Fantasy’,  ‘Rainman’,  ‘Fredette’s  Risen  Star’  and  ‘Country 
Quilt’.  We  sell  the  leaves  off  the  exhibited  plants  and  one 
of  the  visitors  could  not  help  cr>ing  when  she  realized 
that  there  were  not  enough  leaves  of  the  ‘Suncoast 
Secret  Fantasy’! 

For  the  first  time,  we  used  the  Internet  to  advertise 
the  Exhibition,  with  ver>^  good  results,  as  well  as  the 
traditional  newspapers  and  ads  on  TV  and  radio.  I  have 
been  participating  in  the  Exhibitions  for  10  years,  and 
this  one  was  the  most  successful. 

1  am  grateful  to  our  new  Chairwoman  of  the  club, 
Nina  Tchernyshova,  who  is  a  very  talented  leader.  1  am 
also  grateful  to  the  American  violet  friends,  constant 
contacts  who  have  broadened  the  violet  collections  of 
Moscow  African  violet  lovers,  and  have  made  those 
collections  more  attractive  and  diversified. 

Special  thanks  to  you,  Shirley  and  Sandy  Sanders, 
Cathleen  Graves  and  all  others  who  have  established 
contacts  between  the  violet  lovers  of  both  of  our  coun¬ 
tries.  Maybe  the  time  will  come  when  we  will  be  visiting 
each  other’s  exhibits! 

Irina  Danilina 
Moscow 
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ATTENTION  ALL  CLUB  PUBLICITY  CHAIRMEN: 

CHANGE  IN  THE  DEADLINES  FOR  COMING  EVENTS 

It  seems  to  be  getting  more  difficult  for  many  of  our  clubs  to  meet  the  deadline  for 
sending  in  their  Coming  Event  notices  to  the  AVM.  Problems  often  arise  with  changes  in  mall 
procedures,  etc. 

These  deadlines  have  been  changed,  EFFECTIVE  NOW,  to  give  all  of  our  clubs  more  time 
to  submit  their  event  notice. 

Please  make  a  note  of  these  new  deadlines. 

IF  YOUR  NOTICE  IS  RECEIVED  AFTER  THESE  DEADLINES,  IT  WILL  NOT  BE  INCLUDED 
IN  THE  AFRICAN  VIOLET  MAGAZINE.  THERE  WILL  BE  NO  EXCEPTIONS 


)an  Issue  -  Nov  1 
Mar  Issue  -  Jan  1 


March  3  &  4  -  TEXAS 

Spring  Branch  AVC  Show/Sale 

Fair  Haven  United 

Methodist  Church 

1330  Gessner  @  Long  Point 

Houston.  TX 

Mar  3  -  3pm  -  5pm 

Mar  4  -  9am  -  4pm 

Info:  Ruth  Goeke 

(409)  830  -  2126 

March  3  &  4  -  TEXAS 
Magic  Night  AVS  Show/Sale 
Rolling  Oaks  Mall 
FM  1604  &  Nacogdoches  Rd 
San  Antonio,  TX 
Mar  3  -  noon  -  8pm 
Mar  4  -  10am  -  10pm 
Info:  (210)  566  -  2349 

March  3  &  4  -  FLORIDA 
Central  FL  AVS  Show/Sale 
Beardall  Senior  Center 
800  S.  Delaney  Ave,  Orlando,  FL 
Mar  3  -  noon  -  4pm 
Mar  4  -  10am  -  4  pm 
Info:  Elvie  Clendenning 
(407)  268  -  3609 

March  4  &  5  -  LOUISIANA 
Baton  Rouge  AVS  Show/Sale 
Baton  Rouge  Garden  Center 
7950  Independence  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Mar  4  -  2pm  -  5pm 

Mar  5  -  1  lam  -  3pm 

Info:  Fran  Spear  (225)  665  -  3686 

Connie  Plunket  (225)  275  -  2042 

March  11  &  12  -  CALIFORNIA 

South  Coast  AVS  Show/Sale 
South  Coast  Botanic  Garden 
26300  Crenshaw  Blvd. 

Palos  Verdes  Peninsula,  CA 
Mar  1 1  -  noon  -  4:30pm 
Mar  12  -  9am  -  3pm 
Info:  Ralph  Breden 

(310)  373  -  5697 


March  11  &  12  -  FLORIDA 

AVS  of  Pensacola  Annual  Show 
Scottish  Rite  Temple 
2  East  Wright  St. 

Pensacola,  FL 
Mar  1 1  -  2pm  -  6pm 
Mar  12  -  noon  -  5pm 
Info:  Louise  Merritt 
(850)  476  -  8508 

March  16  -  18  -  TEXAS 

Alpha  AVS,  First  AVS  and  First 
Nighter  AVS  of  Dallas 
2nd  Joint  Show/Sale 
Richardson  Square  Mall 
Plano  and  Beltline 
Richardson,  TX 
Mar  16  -  10am  -  9pm 
Mar  1 7  -  noon  -  9pm 
Mar  18  -  10am  -  9pm 
Info:  (972)  278  -  0389 

March  18  &  19  -  TEXAS 

First  Austin  AVS  Judged  Show/Sale 
Austin  Area  Garden  Center 
2220  Barton  Springs  Rd 
Austin,  TX 

Mar  18  -  10:30am  -  4pm 
Mar  19  -  1pm  -  4pm 
Info:  Gloria  Dubose 
(512)  863  -  8398 

March  18  -  19  -  ILLINOIS 

Northern  IL  Gesneriad  Show/Sale 
Chicago  Botanic  Garden 
Lake-Cook  Rd.  &  Edens 
Expressway 
Glencoe,  IL 
Mar  18  -  noon  -  4pm 
Mar  18  -  10am  -  4pm 
Info:  Nancy  Maybloom 
(847)  882  -  4652 
email  hsmay@aol.com 

March  24  &  25  -  TENNESSEE 
Memphis  AVS  Show/Sale 
Memphis  Botanic  Gardens 
750  Cherry  Rd, 

Memphis,  TN 

Info:  Iona  Pair  (901)  385  -  1148 


May  Issue  -  Mar  1 
July  Issue  -  May  1 

•  99-  -1  •  <  '  i  9  9 

March  18  &  19  -  NEW  YORK 
Sweet  Water  AVS  25th  Annual 
Judged  Show/Sale 
West  Sayville  Fire 
Department  Hall 
Montauk  Hwy  &  Atlantic  Ave 
Mar  18  -  2pm  -  5pm 
Mar  1 9  -  noon  -  5pm 
Info:  (631)  581  -  8116 
Donation:  $1.50 

March  24  -  26  -  MINNESOTA 
AVS  of  Minnesota  Show/Sale 
Maplewood  Mall 
Hwy.  694  &  White  Bear  Ave. 
Maplewood,  MN 
Mall  Hours 
Info:  Jane  Donaho 

(651)  644  -  7928 

March  25  &  26  -  FLORIDA 
Gulf  AVC  Show/Sale 
Ft.  Myers/Lee  Co. 

Garden  Council  Bldg. 

2646  Cleveland  Ave. 

Ft.  Myers,  FL 
Mar  25  -  9am  -  6pm 
Mar  26  -  9am  -  5pm 
Info:  Blanche  Fultz 
(941)  772  -  1056 

March  25  &  26  -  COLORADO 
Rocky  Mountain  AV  Council 
Show/Sale 

Denver  Botanic  Gardens 
1005  York  St. 

Denver,  CO 

Mar  25  -  1pm  -  4:30pm 
Mar  26  -  10am  -  4pm 
Info:  Nelly  Levine 

(303)  423  -  6072 

March  31  -  April  2  -  VIRGINIA 
Tdewater  AVC  Show/Sale 
Norfolk  Botanic  Gardens 
Norfolk,  VA 
All  Days:  9am  -  5pm 
Info:  Norma  Griswold 
(757)  925  -  0230 
email  griswold@livenet.net 

March  31  &  April  1  -  ALABAMA 
Early  Bird  AVC  Show/Sale 
Birmingham  Botanical  Gardens 
Mar  31  -  2pm  -  4pm 
Apr  1  -  9am  -  3pm 
Info:  Ramona  Hodges 
(205)  833  -  1309 

March  31  &  April  1  -  NEW  JERSEY 
Union  County  AVS  Exhibit/Sale 
All  Saints  Episcopal  Church 
559  Park  Ave. 

Scotch  Plains,  NJ 

Mar  31  -  6pm  -  9pm 

Apr  1  -  10am  -  4pm 

Info:  Jean  Peters  (908)  276  -  3221 


Sept  Issue  -  July  1 
Nov  Issue  -  Sept  1 

March  31  -  April  2  -  MINNESOTA 
Lake  Area  Violet  Growers 
Show/Sale 
Har  Mar  Mall 
Co.  Rd.  B  &  Snelling  Ave. 

Roseville,  MN 

Mar  31  -  9am  -  9pm 

Apr  1  -  1 0am  -  6pm 

Apr  2  -  1  lam  -  6pm 

Info:  Ken  Rein  (651)  488  -  2034 

March  31  -  April  3  -  FLORIDA 
Violet  Patch  of  South  Florida 
Judged  Show/Sale 
Coral  Ridge  Mall 
US  1  &  Oakland  Park  Blvd. 

Fort  Lauderdale,  FI 
Mall  Hours 
Info:  Lia  Hemphill 

(954)  749  -  0781 

April  1  &  2  -  LOUISIANA 

New  Orleans  Spring  Garden  Show 
New  Orleans  Botanical  Gardens 
City  Park,  New  Orleans,  LA 
Both  Days:  10am  -  5pm 
Info:  Johnny  Morgan 
(225)  388  -  8484 
email: 

communications@agctr.isu.edu 

jmorgan@agctr.isu.edu 

April  1  -  OREGON 
Portland  AVS  Plant  Sale 
Thbor  Heights  Methodist  Church 
(Back  Entrance) 

6161  SE  Stark  St. 

Portland,  OR 
Hours:  10am  -  4pm 
Info:  Charlotte  Smith 
(503)  771  -  5762 
Ruth  Jones  (503)  223  -  9855 

April  1  &  2  -  CALIFORNIA 
Capital  City  AVS 
Annual  Judged  Show/Sale 
Shepard  Garden  &  Arts  Center 
Sacramento,  CA 
Apr  1  -  2pm  -  5pm 
Apr  2  10am  -  5pm 
Info:  Lynn  Lombard 
(530)  637  -  9000 
email:  Lombard@oro.net 

April  1  &  2  -  ALABAMA 
Montgomery  AVS 
28th  Annual  Show/Sale 
Southern  Homes  &  Gardens 
US  231 N 
Montgomery,  AL 
Apr  1  -  1pm  -  5pm 
Apr  2  -  1pm  -  4:30pm 
Info:  Peg  Phythyon 
(334)  567  -  5433 
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April  1  &  2  -  CANADA 

April  8  &  9  -  CALIFORNIA 

April  15  &  16  -  NEW  MEXICO 

April  21  &  22  -  FLORIDA 

Toronto  Gesneriad  Society  Show/Sale 

Central  California  AVS  Show/Sale 

Albuquerque  AVC  32nd  Spring 

Heart  of  Jacksonville  AVS  Show/Sale 

Sherway  Gardens  -  Centre  Square 

Manchester  Center  (Shields  & 

Show/Sale 

Avenues  Mall 

25  The  West  Mall 

Blackstone) 

Garden  Center 

10300  Southside  Blvd 

Etobicoke,  ON,  Canada 

1901  E.  Shields 

10102  Lomas  Blvd  NE 

Jacksonville,  FL 

Apr  1  -  1  lam  -  6pm 

Fresno,  CA 

Albuquerque,  NM 

Both  Days:  1 0am  -  9pm 

Apr  2  -  noon  -  5pm 

Both  Days:  10am  -  3pm 

Apr  15  -  2pm  -  5pm 

Info:  Bobbi  Johannsen 

Info:  Suzie  Larouche 

Info:  Stanley  Barnes 

Apr  16  -  10am  -  4pm 

(904)  221  -  0629 

(416)  217-  0729 

(559)  294  -  8650 

Info:  Agatha  Garrison 
(505)  384  -  5026 

April  22  &  23  -  MICHIGAN 

April  7  &  8  -  CALIFORNIA 

April  8  &  9  -  NEW  ZEALAND 

email  agathal8@juno.com 

Michigan  State  AVS  Display/Sale 

Pomona  Valley  AVS  Judged 

Wanganui  AV  &  Gesneriad  Club 

Matthaei  Botanical  Gardens 

Show/Sale 

Annual  Show/Sale 

April  15  &  16  -  MISSOURI 

1 800  Dixboro  Rd 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren 

Wanganui  Intermediate  School 

Metropolitan  St.  Louis 

Ann  Arbor,  MI 

2175  Bonita  Ave 

Victoria  Ave  &  Dublin  St 

AV  Council  Show/Sale 

Apr  22  -  10am  -  4:30pm 

LaVeme,  CA 

Wanganui,  N.L,  New  Zealand 

Missouri  Botanical  Garden 

Apr  23  -  1  lam  -  2:30pm 

Apr  7  -  1pm  -  6pm 

4344  Shaw  St,  St.  Louis,  MO 

Info:  Loreen  Callentine 

Apr  8  -  9am  -  4pm 

April  14  &  15  -  SOUTH  CAROLINA 

Both  Days:  9am  -  5pm 

(517)  345  -  9053 

Info:  Marilyn  McQueen 

First  AVS  of  Spartanburg  Display/Sale 

Carolyn  Burr  (636)  225  -  2559 

(909)  672  -  7353 

Foothills  Mall 

April  22  -  MISSOURI 

1-26  &  New  Cut  Rd 

April  15  &  16  -  CANADA 

Heart  of  Missouri  AVS  Annual 

April  7  &  8  -  VIRGINIA 

Spartanburg,  SC 

Societe  des  Saintpaulia  de  Montreal 

Show/Sale 

Richmond  AVS  Show/Sale 

Apr  14  -  10am  -  6pm 

Judged  Show/Sale 

Tfinitv  Presbyterian  Church 

Virginia  Center  Commons 

Apr  15  -  10am  -  3pm 

Chalet  du  Parc  Maisonneuve 

1600' W.  Rollins  Rd. 

Route  1  North 

Info:  Jessie  Dennis 

4601  E.  Sherbrooke 

Coiumbia,  MO 

Richmond,  VA 

(864)  578  -  1165 

Montreal,  Quebec,  Canada 

Hours:  9am  -  3pm 

Apr  7  -  1pm  -  9:30pm 

Both  Days:  10am  -  4pm 

Info:  Dorothy  Anderson 

Apr  8  -  1 0am  -  8pm 

.  April  14  &  15  -  NORTH  CAROLINA 

Info:  Nicole  Charbonneau 

(573)  442  -  4798 

info:  Bill  Schmidt  (804)  266  -  6157 

Green  Thumb  AVS  Plant  Sale 

(514)  881  -  1552 

email:  \vcschmidt@prodigy.net 

2836  Nonh  NC  58 

April  28  &  29  -  MASSACHUSETTS 

Nashville,  NC 

April  15  -  ARKANSAS 

Bay  State  AVS  Judged  Show/Sale 

April  7  &  8  -  NEW  JERSEY 

Both  Days:  9am  -  7pm 

North  Central  Arkansas 

Waltham  Field  Station 

Bergen  County  AVS  Show/Sale 

Info:  Lucille  Prutzman 

AVS  Show/Sale 

240  Beaver  Street 

Washington  &  Madison  Avenues 

(252)  459  -  3722 

Jacksonville  Community  Center 

Waltham,  MA 

Dumont,  NJ 

#5  Municipal 

Apr  28  -  2pm  -  8pm 

Apr  7  -  3pm  -  9pm 

April  14  -  16  -  MISSOURI 

Jacksonville,  AR 

Apr  29  -  10am  -  4pm 

Apr  8  -  9am  -  3pm 

Unpredictable  AVS  1 7th  Annual 

Hours:  9am  -  4pm 

Info:  Carol  Hess  (508)  872  -  7574 

info:  Lee  Borey  (201)  934  -  7486 

Show 

Blue  Ridge  Mall 

Info:  Danny  Tidwell 
(501)  726  -  4803 

email  violetsppp@aol.com 

April  7  -  9  -  WASHINGTON,  DC 

Kansas,  MO 

April  28  -  30  -  MINNESOTA 

■VGGS  National  Show/Sale 

Apr  14  &  15  -  10am  -  9pm 

April  15  &  16  -  LOUISIANA 

North  Star  AV  Council 

United  States  National  Arboretum 

Apr  1 6  -  noon  -  6pm 

Jefferson  AV  Assn.  Show/Sale 

AVSA  Judged  Show/Sale 

3501  New  York  Ave.,  NE 

Info:  June  Barttrum 

Lakeside  Shopping  Center 

Northtown  Mall,  Hwy  10  & 

(use  R  Street  exit) 

(816)  795  -  8263 

3301  Veterans  Blvd. 

University  Ave  NE 

Washington,  DC 

Wilma  Wolverton 

Metairie.  LA 

Blaine,  MN 

Info:  John  Boggan 

(816)  229  -  8361 

Apr  15  -  2pm  -  9pm 

Mall  Hours 

(202)  328  -  8145 

Apr  1 6  -  noon  -  6pm 

Info:  Sharon  Johnson 

April  15  -  TEXAS 

Info:  Wynne  Voorhees 

(651)  426  -  5760 

April  7  &  8  -  NEW  JERSEY 

Beaumont  AVC  Annual  Sale 

(504)  454  -  6310 

Central  Jersey  AVS  Show/Sale 

Central  Mall 

April  28  -  30  -  NEW  JERSEY 

First  Baptist  Church 

Pt.  Anhur,  TX 

April  15  &  16 -NEW  YORK 

Garden  State  AVC  Annual  Show/Sale 

232  Main  Street 

Hours:  10am  -  5pm 

Capital  District  AVS  Show/Sale 

Marketfair  Mall 

Matawan,  NJ 

Info:  email  BigthickeU'iolet@aol.com 

Albany  Elks  Club 

Princeton,  NJ 

Apr  7  -  3pm  -  8pm 

25  South  Allen  Street 

Info:  Beverly  Lueschen 

Apr  8  -  1 0am  -  4pm 

April  15  -  CONNECTICUT 

Albany,  NY 

(908)  359  -  5686 

Info:  Dale  Jasaitis  (609)  298  -  7333 

Windsor  AVS  Judging  School 

Apr  15  -  2:30pm  -  5pm 

Ron  Ennis  (732)  988  -  5281 

Windsor  Public  Library' 

Apr  16  -  1  lam  -  4pm 

April  28  &  29  -  CANADA 

April  8  -  CONNECTICUT 

Nancy  Hayes,  Teacher 

Info:  Margaret  Califano 

Stampede  City  AVS  Annual 

Registration:  Contact  Marcia  Kilpatrick 

(518)  785  -  5058 

Show/Sale 

Windsor  AVS  Judged  Show/Sale 

139  Kenyon  Rd., 

email  ecalifal@nycap,rr.com 

Market  Mall  Shopping  Center 

Windsor  Public  Library 

Hampton,  CT  06247 

3625  Shaganappi  Trail  NW 

323  Broad  Street 

(860)  455  -  1226 

April  15  &  16  -  NEVADA 

Calgary,  AB,  Canada 

Windsor,  CT 

email  Kalmia@aol.com 

Reno/Sparks  AVS  Annual  Judged 

Mall  Hours 

Hours:  9am  -  3pm 

Show/Sale 

Info:  Winston  Goretsky 

Info:  Vivian  Hiltz  (860)  828  -  7979 

April  15  &  16  -  IOWA 

Old  Town  Mall 

(403)  241  -  8300 

April  8  -  NEW  YORK 

Evening  AVC  of  Des  Moines 

So.  Virginia  @  Peckham  Lane 

email  goretsky@cadvision.com 

Show/Sale 

Reno,  NV 

Hudson  Heights  AVS  Show/Sale 

Des  Moines  Botanical  Center 

Both  Days:  1 0am  -  5pm 

April  29  &  30  -  CANADA 

Union  Presbyterian  Church 

Des  Moines,  lA 

Info:  Carol  Mark  (775)  358  -  5677 

AVS  of  Greater  Montreal  Annual 

44  Balmville  Rd 

Apr  15-1 0am  -  5pm 

Show/Sale 

Newburgh,  NY 

Apr  16  -  10am  -  3pm 

April  15  &  16  -  CALIFORNIA 

Dollard-des-Ormeaux  Civic  Centre 

Hours:  1pm  -  4pm 

Info:  Joan  Watts  (515)  377  -  2656 

San  Mateo  County  AVS  Show/Sale 

(across  from  Marche  de  I’ouest) 

Info:  Mary  Louise  Miller 

San  Mateo  Garden  Center 

Dollard-des-Ormeaux,  Quebec, 

(914)  831  -  7786 

April  15  &  16  -  NEW  YORK 

605  Parkside  Way 

Canada 

-WS  of  Rochester  51st  Annual  Judged 

San  Mateo,  CA 

Apr  29  -  1pm  -  5pm 

April  8  &  9  -  NEW  YORK 

Show/Sale 

Apr  15  -  2pm  -  5pm 

Apr  30  -  10am  -  5pm 

Long  Island  AVS  46th  Annual  Show 

Perinton  Square  Mall 

Apr  16  -  10am  -  3pm 

Info:  Greta  Durand  (514)  695  -  5149 

John  A.  Anderson  Recreation  Center 

6720  Pittsford-Palmyra  Rd 

Info:  Thelma  Walther 

1 1 1  North  Oceanside  Rd 

Perinton,  NY 

(650)  345  -  2731 

April  20  &  30  -  ILLINOIS 

Rockville  Centre 

Apr  15  -  2pm  -  6pm 

Lake  Shore  AVS  Show/Sale 

New  York  City 

Apr  16-1  lam  -  5pm 

Chicago  Botanic  Garden 

Apr  8  -  2pm  -  5pm 

Info:  livvin  Wagman 

Apr  29  -  noon  -  5pm 

Apr  9  -  noon  -  5pm 

(716)  381  -  6384 

Apr  30  -  10am  -  4pm 

Info:  Marilyn  Daum 
(516)  379  -  6211 

email  IrwinWag@aol.com 
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April  29  &  30  -  PENNSYLVANIA 
AVS  of  Lower  Bucks  County  25th 
Celebration  Show 
Silver  Lake  Nature  Center 
1306  Bath  Rd,  Bristol,  PA 
Apr  29  -  1pm  -  5pm 
Apr  30  -  10am  -  4pm 
Info:  loan  Reed  (215)  368  -  7195 

April  29  &  30  -  OHIO 
Columbus  AVS  Show/Sale 
Franklin  Park  Conserv'atory 
1777  East  Broad  Street 
Columbus,  OH 
Apr  29  -  noon  -  5pm 
Apr  30  -  10am  -  4pm 
Info:  Maty  Martin 

(614)  529  -  0589 

April  29  &  30  -  NEW  YORK 

Copper  City  AVS  Annual  Show/Sale 
Knights  of  Columbus  Hall 
comer  of  Rt.  26N  &  Merrick  Rd. 
Rome,  NY 

Info:  Wm,  Yager  (315)  337  -  9904 

April  29  -  CALIFORNIA 
Town  &  Countiy  AVS 
Open  House  -  Display/Sale 
Redlands  Church  of  Christ 
Fellowship  Hall 
1 000  Roosevelt  Rd. 

Redlands,  CA 

Hours:  10am  -  4pm 

Info:  Rosita  Roser  (909)  794  -  3696 

April  29  &  30  -  CANADA 
Lakeshore  AVS  of 
Toronto  Annual  Show/Sale 
Sherway  Gardens  Centre  Square 
25  The  West  Mall 
Etobicoke,  ON,  Canada 
Apr  29  -  1  lam  -  6pm 
Apr  30  -  noon  -  5pm 
Info:  Vivian  Beeching 
(905)  279  -  1758 
Jim  Toms  (416)  622  -  5243 

April  29  &  30  -  CONNECTICUT 
Naugatonic  AVS  Judged  Show/Sale 
Boothe  Memorial  Park  Hall 
Main  St.  (Putney) 

Stratford,  CT 
Apr  29  -  1pm  -  4pm 
Apr  30  -  9am  -  4pm 
Info:  Donald  Goodwin 
(860)  283  -  5311 

April  29  &  30  -  CANADA 
Monctonian  AVS  Show/Sale 
MacArthur's  Nursery 
232  McLaughlin  Dr 
Moncton,  New  Brunswick,  Canada 
Apr  29  -  2pm  -  9pm 
Apr  30  -  9am  -  3pm 
Info;  Nancy  Steeves 
(506)  855  -  3515 

May  5  -  7  -PENNSYLVANIA 
AVS  of  Springfield  Show/Sale 
Springfield  Mall 
Baltimore  Pike 
Springfield,  PA 
May  5  -  noon  -  9pm 
May  6  -  9am  -  9pm 
May  7  -  1  lam  -  5pm 
Info:  Emlee  McLaughlin 
(610)  356  -  7675 
Bettie  Roth  (610)  566  -  6272 


May  6  -  CANADA 

Vancouver  AVC  Annual  Show/Sale 
Van  Dusen  Gardens,  Floral  Hall 
Oak  St  &  37th  Ave 
Vancouver,  BC,  Canada 
Hours:  1pm  -  6pm 
Admission:  $2 

Info:  Ada  Jansen  (604)  321  -  0284 

May  6  &  7  -  OHIO 

Cincinnati  AVS  Annual  Show/Sale 
Beechmont  Mall 
Rt  125  &  Five  Mile  Rd 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Mall  Hours 

Info:  Penny  Wichman 
(606)  384-4437 

May  6  &  7  -  CALIFORNIA 
Carlsbad  AVS  Annual  Show/Sale 
Piaze  Camino  Real  Mall 
Carlsbad,  CA 
May  6  -  1pm  -  6pm 
May  7  -  1  lam  -  5pm 
Info:  Barbara  Conrad 
(760)  942  -  6321 

May  6  &  7  -  WISCONSIN 
Oshkosh  AVS  20th  Annual 
Show/Sale 

Park  Plaza  Mall,  246  Park  Plaza, 

Downtown  Oshkosh  on  the  Watet 

Oshkosh,  W1 

May  6  -  10am  -  5pm 

May  7  -  noon  -  4:30pm 

Info:  Cathy  Heider 

(920)  685  -  5262 

May  6  &  7  -  CANADA 

Club  Violettes  Longueuil  Show/Sale 
Parc  Regional  De  Longueuil 
Pavilion  D'Accueil 
1895  Adoncour,  QC,  Canada 
May  6-  14h00-  17h00 
May  7  -  lOhOO  -  16h00 
Info:  Michel  Paradis 
(450)  928  -  8097 

May  6  &  7  -  CONNECTICUT 
Silvermine  AVS  Judged  Show/Sale 
Nature  Center  for  Environmental 
Activities 

10  Woodside  Lane 
Westport,  CT 
May  6  -  1:30pm  -  5pm 
May  7  -  noon  -  4pm 
Info:  Sylvia  Siegel 

(203)  847  -  5570 

May  6  &  7  -  CALIFORNIA 
San  Joaquin  AVS  Display/Sale 
Sherwood  Mall 
5308  Pacific  Ave 
Stockton,  CA 
May  6  -  10am  -  6:30pm 
May  7  -  11am  -  6pm 
Info:  Pat  Soares  (209)  823  -  4627 

May  6  &  7  -  CALIFORNIA 
AVS  of  South  Bay  Show/Sale 
Westgate  Mall 
1 600  Saratoga  Ave 
San  Jose,  CA 
May  6  -  2pm  -  9pm 
May  7  -  10am  -  5pm 
Info:  Irene  Thomas 
(650)  369  -  3452 


May  11  -  13  -  OHIO 

Violets  &  Friends  AVC  Judged 
Show/Sale 

Miami  Valley  Centre  Mall 
1-75  &  Exit  82 
Piqua,  OH 

May  11  -  1pm  -  9pm 
May  12  &  13  -  10am  -  9pm 
Info;  Terena  Stotler 
(937)  492  -  6588 

May  11  -  13  -  CANADA 
AVS  of  Canada  33rd  Annual 
Convention  &  Show 
Hosted  by  the  Ottawa  AVS 
Crowne  Plaza  Hotel 
101  Lyon  St,  Ottawa,  Canada 
Coinciding  with  the  City  of  Ottawa 
and  Canadian  Hilip  Festival 
Info:  Bob  McCabe  (613)  737  -  3739 
email  rmccabe@igs.net 

May  12  &  13  -  TENNESSEE 
Bluff  City  AVC  Show/Sale 
Memphis  Botanic  Gardens 
Goldsmith  Civic  Garden  Center 
750  Cherry  Rd  ■ 

Memphis,  TN 
May  12  -  9am  -  6pm 
May  1 3  -  9am  -  5pm 
Info:  Kathy  Hildebrand 
(901)  386  -  0210 
Marian  Zoller 
(901)  372  -  0283 

May  12  &  13  -  FLORIDA 
Suncoast  AVS  Plant  Sale 
St.  Bartholomew  Episcopal  Church 
3747  34th  St 
St.  Petersburg,  FL 
May  12  -  9am  -  4pm 
May  1 3  -  9am  -  3pm 
Info:  Retta  Anderson 
(727)  866  -  3468 

May  12  &  13  -  OHIO 

Parmatown  AVC  Show/Sale 
Parmatown  Mall 
7899  W.  Ridgewood  Dr 
Parma,  OH 

May  12  -  12:30pm  -  9pm 
May  1 3  -  9am  -  5pm 
Info:  Martha  Bell 

(330)  483  -  3546 

May  12  -  MARYLAND 

Baltimore  AVC  Show/Sale 

North  Plaza  Mall 

Joppa  Rd  &  Perring  Pkwy 

ParkviJJe,  MD 

May  12-1 0am  -  9pm 

May  13-1 0am  -  4pm 

Info:  Janet  Haag  (410)  377  -  8753 

May  13  -  NEW  JERSEY 
AVC  of  Burlin^on  County 
Show/Sale 

Burrlington  Center  Mall 
Rt  541 

Burlington,  NJ 
Hours:  10am  -  9pm 
Info:  Laurel  Brown 
(856)  877  -  8696 

May  13  -  NEBRASKA 

Omaha  AVS  Spring  Exhibition/Sale 
Southroads  Mall 
1001  Fort  Crook  Rd 
Bellevue,  NE 
Hours:  10am  -  5pm 
Info;  Perry  Robinson 
(402)  280  -  2882 


May  13  -  CALIFORNIA 

Granada  Hills  AVS  Display/Sale 
Balboa  Mission  Shopping  Center 
16916  San  Fernando  Mission  Blvd 
Granada  Hills,  CA 
Hours:  9am  -  3pm 
Info:  (818)  363  -  6222 

May  13  -  CALIFORNIA 
Fancy  Bloomers  AVS 
Mother’s  Day  Sale 
Coddington  Mall 
Guernville  Rd 
Santa  Rosa,  CA 
Hours:  1 0am  -  4pm 
Info:  Byron  Borck 

(707)  527  -  8362 

May  13  -  ARKANSAS 
Bella  Vista  AVS  Plant  Sale 
Dixieland  Mall 
Dixieland  Rd  &  Walnut 
Rogers,  AR 
Hours:  10am  -  3pm 
Info:  Beth  Thllant  (501)  273  -  9717 

May  13  &  14  -  CALIFORNIA 
Foothill  AVS  Mother’s  Day 
Show/Sale 

The  Plaza  @  West  Covina 
West  Covina,  CA 
May  13  -  10am  -  8pm 
May  14  -  1  lam  -  7pm 
Info:  Chris  Hedberg 
(626)  797  -  7526 

May  19  &  20  -  ILLINOIS 
Illinois  AVS  Convention  /Show 
Best  Western  Inn  of  Burr  Ridge 
300  Frontage  Rd 
Burr  Ridge,  IL 
Info:  Anna  Jean  Landgren 
(847)  256  -  2384 
email  geoajI@aol.com 

May  20  &  21  -  CALIFORNIA 
Montrose  AVS  Show/Sale 
Descanso  Gardens,  Van  de  Kamp 
Hall 

1418  Descanso  Dr 
La  Canada,  CA 
May  20  -  10am  -  5pm 
May  2 1  -  9am  -  4pm 
Info:  Carroll  R.  McCarroll 
(323)  663  -  0973 

May  27  -  CALIFORNIA 

AVS  of  San  Francisco  Show/Sale 
SF  County  Fair  Bldg. 

9th  Ave  @  Lincoln  Way 
San  Francisco,  CA 
Hours:  10am  -  4pm 
Info:  Gary  R.  Beck 

(415)  771  -  2342 


54  African  Violet  Mazagine 


March  •  April  2000 


DC9IGn  BOX 

BV  DOROTHY  MYNOHD 

B/I9IC9 


One  of  the  most  important  items  a  designer  can  bring  to 
show,  besides  their  background  drapes,  line  material,  bases 
and  other  components  of  their  designs,  is  a  well-stocked 
design  box.  Keeping  some  basic  materials  and  tools  in  a  des¬ 
ignated  design  box  will  make  your  trip  to  the  show  that  much 
easier.  Components  for  your  planned  designs  can  be  added 
for  each  specific  show.  You  also  never  know  what  disasters 
may  occur,  despite  your  best  planning,  requiring  you  to 
repair,  replace  or  revise  a  design. 


Tools  that  will  make 
the  following: 

•  Eyedropper 

•  Tweezers 

•  Scissors 

•  Utility  Knife 

•  Thpe  Measure 


designer’s  life  easier  include 

•  Needle  Nose  Pliers 

•  Glue  Gun 

•  Iron 

•  Pruning  Shears 


eveiy' 


The  eyedropper  is  for  adding  water  to  blossom  and 
foliage  holders.  A  syringe  also  works  nicely,  without  the  nee¬ 
dle,  of  course.  I  have  used  syringes  that  my  cat’s  worm  med¬ 
icine  came  in  with  good  effect,  for  this  purpose. 

Tweezers  will  help  you  position  those  delicate  blossoms 
and  design  components  where  fingers  are  too  big  to  fit. 

Scissors  have  a  myriad  of  uses  for  trimming  and  cutting 
everything  from  foliage  to  fabric. 

A  good  utility  knife  can  be  a  design  saver.  It  can  be  used 
for  cutting  tough  materials  and  drilling  holes  in  material.  Get 
one  with  a  metal  casing  from  the  hardware  store  rather  than 
one  with  a  plastic  casing.  I  have  found  that  type  far  more  able 
to  withstand  my  abuse. 

A  tape  measure  will  help  you  determine  the  actual  size  of 
the  niche.  They  do  sometimes  vary  from  the  published  sizes. 
It  will  also  help  you  determine,  if  the  side  walls  do  not  run  the 
full  depth  of  the  stated  size,  how  far  your  drape  and  design 
may  extend. 

A  pair  of  needle  nose  pliers  will  also  be  extremely  useful 
for  bending  and  cutting  wire.  They  also  save  your  scissors 
from  abuse  as  wire  cutters. 

A  glue  gun  is  vital  to  many  aspects  of  design  work,  if  you 
want  things  to  stay  where  you  put  them  quickly.  There  are 


two  types:  A  “hot"  one  and  a  “cool”  one.  “Cool”  is  a  mis¬ 
nomer  because  that  glue  coming  out  of  the  tip  is  still  hot.  The 
glue  used  melts  at  a  lower  temperature  than  the  “hot”  glue 
and  is  less  likely  to  give  you  a  severe  burn  when  handling  it. 

An  iron,  while  not  an  absolute  requirement,  is  very  nice 
to  have  handy  for  pressing  wrinkled  backdrops.  There  is 
almost  always  one  available  in  the  show  room,  courtesy  of 
another  designer,  but  it  is  better  not  to  depend  upon  one 
being  there.  Always  bring  a  towel  to  place  under  the  fabric  to 
prevent  damage  to  whatever  surface  you  are  using.  There  are 
a  number  of  small  travel  irons  that  will  work,  but  I’ve  found 
there’s  nothing  quite  like  a  full-sized  iron  with  a  full  head  of 
steam  to  make  those  wrinkles  melt  away. 

If  you  have  heavy  materials  such  as  branches  for  line 
material,  another  item  that  may  prove  useful  is  a  pair  of  hand 
pruning  shears.  As  I’ve  noted  before,  actual  design  dimen¬ 
sions  may  not  be  exactly  as  stated  in  the  schedule,  calling  for 
some  judicious  “pruning”  on  your  part  to  make  the  design  fit. 

Other  basic  materials,  that  should  be  in  every  designer’s 
box,  include  floral  tape,  floral  clay,  masking  tape,  straight 
pins,  needle  holders,  blossom  holders,  old  stockings,  glue 
sticks,  a  variety  of  wires  and  a  pen. 

Floral  tape  can  be  used  to  fasten  blossom  holders,  design 
components  or  whatev’er  else  you  may  need  taped  together.  It 
does  stick  only  to  itself  so  it’s  best  to  wrap  it  tightly  or  pinch  the 
area  so  that  you  have  good  contact  between  the  layers  of  tape. 

A  good  lump  of  floral  clay  is  truly  a  wonder.  You  can  use 
it  to  attach  elements  to  a  base,  prop  up  a  wobbly  component, 
or  as  a  base  itself.  I  have  frequently  used  it,  stuffed  with 
blossom  and  foliage  holders,  as  a  base.  Of  course,  I  make  sure 
that  it  doesn’t  show.  It  is  a  bit  messy  and  will  cause  green 
streaks  to  appear  on  your  hands  and  especially  on  wood  if 
you  fuss  with  it  too  much.  Washing  your  hands  right  after 
you  use  it  will  prevent  getting  green  spots  on  other  elements 
of  your  design. 

Masking  tape  may  be  used  to  secure  folds  of  drapes  and, 
where  permitted,  to  fasten  them  to  niches.  DO  NOT  use  it  on 
foam  board  niches.  The  tape  may  damage  the  paper  coating. 

Straight  pins  should  be  used  to  attach  backdrops  to  foam 
board  niches.  They  may  also  be  used  to  pin  under  folds  of 
fabric  in  either  your  drape  or  in  your  design.  They  are  also 
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handy  for  unclogging  the  tips  of  glue  guns  or  bottles. 

Needle  holders,  in  a  variety  of  styles,  can  be  used  not 
only  for  holding  design  materials,  but  also  as  props  and  coun- 
teivveights  for  unstable  design  components.  1  have  used  them 
to  prop  driftwood  with  an  uneven  base  and  in  a  small  dish  to 
counter  the  weight  of  the  foliage  in  a  particular  design.  Other 
items  such  as  rocks  can  be  used  for  this  purpose,  but  not  as 
effectively,  in  my  experience. 

Blossom  holders  are  essential,  of  course,  for  blossom 
arrangements.  They  can  be  created  from  a  variety  of  materi¬ 
als,  including  syringe  caps,  perfume  sample  vials,  small  test 
tubes,  straws  and  a  new  favorite  -  “Super  Glue”  caps.  Most 
designers  are  familiar  with  the  first  few  items.  1  like  to  use 
common,  everyday  straws.  They  are  light  weight,  can  be  cut 
to  length,  and  the  bottoms  sealed  with  hot  glue.  They  can  be 
covered  with  floral  tape  or  painted.  They  are  limited  to  small¬ 
er  foliage  material  and  one  or  two  blossom  clusters.  The 
“Super  Glue”  caps  make  wonderful  containers  for  a  larger 
volume  of  material.  They  may  also  be  reduced  in  size  if 
necessary,  with  your  sturdy  utility  knife. 

Old  stockings,  or  more  specifically  old  stocking  toes,  are 
great  for  containing  those  root  balls  in  plant  arrangements.  I 
generally  use  a  plastic  bag  to  enclose  the  root  ball  first  and 
then  cover  this  with  a  stocking.  This  is  another  place  where 
those  straight  pins  come  in  handy;  to  pin  down  the  stocking 
opening  nice  and  neatly.  1  see  that  1  forgot  to  mention  plastic 
bags  in  my  initial  material  listing.  They  are,  of  course,  neces- 
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Two-tones  are  now 
included  in  the 
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sary  to  keep  that  root  ball  from  making  a  mess  of  your  design. 

Make  sure  you  have  enough  glue  sticks  to  feed  your  glue 
gun.  There  is  nothing  worse  than  assembling  a  design  only 
to  discover  that  while  you  have  been  trying  to  achieve  that 
perfect  line,  your  glue  gun  has  been  quietly  oozing  the  entire 
contents  of  its  melting  chamber  on  to  the  table  (hopefully 
covered  with  newspaper  to  catch  the  drips) . 

I  keep  a  variety  of  wires  in  my  design  box  at  all  times.  I 
have  sizes  from  fine  copper  beading  wire,  very  flexible,  to  left 
over  silk  flower  stems,  very  stiff.  They  can  be  used  for  any¬ 
thing  from  wrapping  a  stem  to  give  it  just  the  right  curve  to 
giving  backbone  to  that  floppy  foliage. 

You  might  think  a  pen  would  be  an  odd  thing  to  have  in 
a  design  box,  however,  you  will  need  to  fill  out  entry  tags  or 
file  cards.  If  you  have  one  in  your  box,  you  won’t  have  to 
hunt  for  one. 

I  hope  I  have  given  you  an  idea  of  what  items  are  useful 
to  the  designer;  useful  enough  to  merit  a  permanent  spot  in 
your  design  box.  There  may  be  other  materials  and  tools, 
depending  upon  your  style  and  method  of  creating  and 
assembling  designs,  that  will  be  more  useful  to  you.  By  all 
means  incorporate  them  into  your  box.  Having  a  supply  of 
the  basics  can  help  eliminate  some  of  the  anxiety  when  you 
face  that  blank,  empty  niche.  But,  most  of  all,  go  out  there 
and  have  fun! 

From  "Ye  Bay  Stater”,  publication  of  the  Bay  State  AVS 


iSave  tke  Wild  5  aintpaulia 

the  African  Violet  Survive? 

ilcl  Saintpaulia  species  are  found  only  in  a  very  limit¬ 
ed  liatitat  in  a  liandlul  ol  mountain  and  coastal  rain¬ 
forests  known  by  scientists  as  tlie  Eastern  Arc.  JMucb  of  tbe 
Arc  rainlorests  bave  been  destroyed  by  man. 

The  Arc  Project  of  the  Tanzania  JVilJlife  Fund 
is  preserving  and  regenerating  the  Saintpaulia  kahitat. 

You  can  play  a  critical  role. 

Friend  (Rafiki)  of  Saintpaulia  -  $io 

Patron  (Mhifadi)  of  Saintpaulia  -  $28 
Guardian  (Adlezi)  of  Saintpaulia  -  $5o  or  more 

Donations  are  Tax  Deductikle  made  to: 

Tanzania  TVildlife  Fund  '  Aladison  Ave.,  Suite  2001 
ISew  York,  NY  10022 
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AVSA  ADVERTISING  GUIDELINES 

Judith  M.  Carter,  Advertising  Manager 


AFRICAN  VIOLET  MAGAZINE 

Advertising  Rates,  Mechanicals  &  Deadlines 


Deadlines 


Jan/Feb  issue  Nov  1 5 

Jul/Aug  issue 

May  15 

Mar/Apr  issue  Jan  1 5 

Sep/Oct  issue 

Jul  15 

May/June  issue  Mar  1 5 

Nov/Dec  issue 

Sep  15 

Mechanicals  &  Rates:  One  Coluirm  (3-5/16”  )  Two  Column  (6-3/4” 

REGULAR  ADVERTISING 

AD  SIZE- 

COMMERCIAL 

ALL 

3  5/16  IN  WIDE 

MEMBERS 

OTHERS 

1  INCH 

$30 

$33 

2  INCH 

$50 

$55 

3  INCH 

$70 

$77 

4  INCH 

$90 

$99 

5  INCH  TO  9  V>  INCH 

$22.40  PER  IN. 

$25.00  PER  IN. 

‘A  PAGE  BLACK  &  WHITE 

$95 

$104.50 

14  PAGE  BLACK  &  WHITE 

$175 

$192.50 

FULL  PAGE  BLK  &  WHITE 

$345 

$379.50 

14  PAGE  COLOR 

$475 

$522.50 

FULL  PAGE  COLOR 

$595 

$654.50 

Advertiser  provides  color  separations. 

Special  -  Buy  5  ads  and  receive  (he  6^  ad  free  when  all  6  ads  are 
paid  in  full  in  advance.  All  ads  should  be  same  size.  Content  of  ad 
can  change  for  each  issue. 

CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISING 

15  word/$  15.00  Minimum.  Each  additional  word  $1,  senes  of 
numbers  count  as  a  word.  Purchase  5  ads  and  receive  the  b*  ad  free. 
All  classified  ads  must  be  same  text  and  paid  for  m  advance.  NO 
PROOF  SUBMrm-D  BEFORE  PUBLICATION.  Deadlines  will  be 
the  same  as  those  listed  for  the  regular  advertising  section. 

INTERNET  WEB  PAGE 

Any  advertiser  who  purchases  six  consecutive  ads  may  have  his 
busmess  listed  on  the  AVSA  Web  Page  and  also  may  have  a  "hot” 
link  to  his  page  if  he  provides  a  reciprocal  link  to  the  AVSA  page. 

No  process  has  yet  been  developed  to  place  advertising  on  the 
Internet  at  this  time. 

Checks  made  payable  to  The  AFRICAN  VIOLET  SOCIETY  OF 
AMERICA,  Inc.  (AVSA)  must  accompany  ad  copy.  Agency 
commission  and  cash  discount  not  allowed.  Inquiries  for  color  ads  - 
contact  Advertising  Manager.  You  need  not  be  an  AVSA  member  to 
advertise. 

Membership  -  $30.00  per  year  -  USA.  Make  check  payable  to 
AVSA.  Membership  check  should  be  provided  separately  from 
advertising  cost.  Pictures  can  be  included  at  no  extra  cost.  No  copy  or 
pictures  can  be  returned.  All  copy  must  be  typewritten.  NO  PROOF 
SUBMITTED  BEFORE  PUBLICATION.  If  proof  requued  submit 
camera-ready  copy. 


VISA  or  MasterCard 

AVSA  now  accepts  VISA  or  MasterCard  for  payment  of  ads  that  appear 
in  the  AVM.  Want  to  save  some  money?  Prepay  for  five  consecutive  ads 
either  by  check  or  charge,  and  receive  the  sixth  ad  free.  Advertising  copy 
may  be  changed  in  this  category. 

Commercial  versus  Non-Commercial 

Advertisers  no  longer  need  to  be  commercial  or  non-commercial 
members  of  AVSA  m  order  to  place  an  ad.  The  product  or  service  must  be 
plant-related  to  qualify .  This  rule  is  perfect  for  an  advertiser  who  would  like 
to  "test  the  waters"  before  going  into  a  full-scale  advertising  campaign. 
Prices  for  non-commercial  advertisers  are  10%  higher  than  those  for  our 
commercial  membership.  Unless  the  advertiser  is  already  a  member  of 
AVSA,  he/she  would  not  receive  a  copy  of  the  AVM  nor  be  eligible  for  any 
of  the  other  benefits  of  membership  in  AVSA 

Example: 

1”  ad  Commercial  Member  $30.00 
1  ”  ad  Non-Commercial  $33.00 

One  year  (six  issues)  of  non-commercial  ads  will  cost  an  additional  $18.00 
for  ads. 

Full  page  Black  &  White  for 
Commercial  Member 
Full  page  Black  &  White  for 
Non-Commercial  Member 
One  year  (six  issues)  of  non-commercial 
for  ads. 


Four-Color  Advertising 

The  AVM  is  now  accepting  four-color  ads.  Ads  will  be  accepted  m  two  sizes. 


One  Half  Page  Commercial  Member  $475.00 

Non-Commercial  $522.50 

Full  Page  Commercial  Member  $595.00 

Non-Commercial  $654.50 


ITie  customer  must  provide  the  color  separations  for  the  copy. 

Classified  Advertising 

•  IxKiking  for  a  home  for  your  old  copies  of  the  AVM? 

•  Moving  and  don't  have  room  for  that  third  plant  stand? 

•  Your  club  is  selling  violet  key  rings  as  a  fund  raiser? 

•  Small  commercial  grower:  Violet  lovers  travel  everywhere  to  find 
new  plants.  Do  you  go  unnoticed  and  lose  business  because  you 
feel  you  can't  afford  a  large  ad  in  the  AVM? 

•  I^ge  commercial  grower:  Even  though  you  would  like  to  see  your 
ad  m  every  issue,  do  you  settle  for  fewer  appearances? 

Why  not  try  out  a  classified  ad  to  address  your  situation?  llie  classified 
advertising  may  be  used  by  commercial  and  individual  members,  clubs, 
groups  and  non-members.  AVSA  individual  members  advertismg  in  this 
section  will  not  be  considered  “commercial"  advertisers. 

WHERE  DO  I  SEND  MY  AD? 

Regular  Advertisements  and  Classified  Advertisements 

Judith  M.  Carter,  Advertising  Manager 
1825  W.  Lincoln  St. 

Broken  Arrow.  OK  74012 
Phone:  (918)  355-8020 
email:  avmads@avsa.org 

Please  leave  a  phone  number  where  you  may  be  reached. 


$345.00 

$379.50 

ads  will  cost  an  additional  $207.00 
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Ceramic  Reservoir  Pots  4  pack:  $34.95 

5  ^ant  collection  in  plastic  mini-wells  still  $29.95 
Postpaid  to  48  states 
Alaska  &  Hawaii  add  $10.00 


Super 
Miniatures 


Receive  a  collection  of  Little  Jewels®  violets  direct  from 
Holtkamp.  The  Mini-Well™  or  blue  ceramic  reservoirs  are 
included  along  with  fertilizer.  These  minis  are  easy  to  grow! 

Teas  Nursery  Co.,  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  1603,  Bellaire,  TX  77402-1603 


Teas  Catalog 
FREEto  AVSA 

Fertilizers,  violet  pots  including 
the  Dandy  Pot®  plus  orchids, 
plumerias,  bromeliads,  books, 
and  supplies. 


1  -800-446-7723  www.teasiiursery.com 


HATTIE  BAGGETT’S 

AFRICAN  VIOLETS 

Specializing  in  Large  Flowering  Standards,  Shipping  Fresh  Cut 
Leaves  and  Starter  Plants  in  2  1/2"  Pots,  Lots  of  Oldies  plus 
New  Varieties,  State  Inspected  and  Certified 
2000  List  $2.00  -  Payable  to  Hattie  Baggett 

Shipping  U.S.  only  May  1  -  Oct.  31 , 2000  HCR  2,  Box  381 

Phone  520-822-5060  Tucson,  AZ  85735-9714 


AFRICAN  VIOLET  BEAUTIES 

^rom  V7rc  'Beautifuf  Ozarl^! 

Old  favorites  plus  new  beauties  including  Ness’  Cranberry  Lace, 

Stan’s  Legacy,  and  more.  List  $1.  Walkins  welcome. 

U.S.  Ship  and  Priority  ship  only. 

SONJA’S  VIOLETS  1 5980  W.  Warden  Rd. 

(870)  426-1791 _ Omaha,  Arkansas  72662 


ShoMe  Violets 

Plants  -  $6.00  ea.  ppd.  •  Leaves  -  $3.50  ea.  ppd. 

No  List  -  $10  Minimum 

Make  Checks  or  Money  Order  to: 

Tomazine  Carlton  -  Owner 

Phone:  660-542-2714 

1108  E.  10th,  Apt.  A 

Carrollton,  MO  64633 

Violets,  Gesneriads  &  Jewelry  for  sale 

many  house  plants  at  most  shows 

A  &  W  viofets  and jezuetry 

Catalog  out  early  this  year,  it’s  addendum.  Will  not  ship  in  June,  July, 
or  August.  We’re  Moving  into  Bigger  space  to  grow  more  starter  plants. 
The  new  address  will  be  out  in  May/June  issue.  Happy  Millennium! 

8704  E.  92nd  Place  «  Kansas  City,  MO  64138  »  (816)765-5589 


PHYSAN  26 "  Controls 
African  Violet 
Pathogens. 

•  Controls  algae  on  mats,  wicks, 
reservoirs,  trays,  pots,  benches, 
and  work  surfaces. 

•  Controls  damping  off  on 
seedlings  and  plants. 

•  Controls  crown  rot,  powdery 
mildew,  botrytis. 

•  Controls  disease  spread  by 
disinfecting  tools. 


Let  those  pesky  visitors  know  they’re 
not  wanted.  Take  control  with 

PHYSAN  20. 


MARIL  PRODUCTS,  INC. 
320  West  6th  Street 
Tustin,  CA.  92780 
P.  714.544.7711 
800.546.7711 
F.  714.544.4830 
www.physan.com 


/4cftee 

Custom  Made  Award 
Ribbons  and  Rosettes 


YVONNE  AGREE 

3235  Lockmoor  Lane  Dallas,  Texas  75220 
(214)  357-6045 


Violet  Perfection  by  Gini 

NEW  COMMERCIAL  SHIPPER 


Featuring  Trailers  and  Leaves  at  this  time. 
Limited  Starter  Standards  and  Minis  for  now 


Trailers:  $3.50  Leaves:  $1.00  STDS.  &  Minis:  $4.00 

Start  up  Specials  Catalog  Available  $  1 .50 


Gini  McCanne  •  1420  Oxford  Ave.,  Claremont,  CA  9171 1 
Phone:  (909)  624-8331  (after  7:00  pm  to  1 1:00  pm  P.S.T.) 
e-mail:  violetperfection@earthlink.net  Fax:  (909)  624-6565 
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^  PLEASANT  HILL 

cM  AFRICAN  VIOLETS 

4851  Pieper  Road  •  Brenham,  Texas  77833 

lyndon  Lyon 
Greenlioii$c$,  Inr. 

PO  Box  249  DeptAV  Dolgeville  NY  13329 

Try  a  RAINBOW  OF  COLORS  with  these 

Spring  Specials: 

“QDhere  ^^lolcts 

1 8  leaves  -  new/previous  varieties  -  $21 .95  ppd 

hijhiids  Fmce  195^ 

12  leaves,  Hortense  Honey’s  -  $14.95  ppd 

12  leaves,  Apache  (Munk)  varieties  -  $14.95  ppd 

African  Violets,  Aeschynanthus,  Chiritas, 

50  leaves,  New/Previous  varieties  -  $37.95  ppd 

Codonanthe,  Columneas,  Episcias,  Kohlerias, 

75  leaves,  New/Previous  varieties  -  $45.95  ppd 

Nematanthus,  Orchids,  Rex  Begonias, 

8  assorted  Episcia  Stolens  -  $12.95  ppd 

Streptocarpus,  other  assorted  Gesneriads, 

9  starter  plants,  rainbow  of  colors  -  $25.95  ppd 

and  SO  much  more! 

9  plants,  Optimara® 

You'll  go  CRAZY!!! 

(Indian  Summer  Series,  correctly  named)  -  $27.95  ppd 

© 

Although  the  choice  is  ours  on  the  above  specials. 

To  receive  our  2000  Catalog,  please  send:  | 

you  may  specify  your  preference  for  miniature  or 

$3.00  U.S.  /  $5.00  International  | 

standard  varieties.  Prices  include  Priority  Shipping. 

Texans,  please  add  8.25%  sales  tax 

i  1 

1  Our  greenhouses  are  open  year  round.  | 

■  s 

I  No  appointments  necessary!  | 

j  Call  for  hours!  Phone  (3  1 5)  429  829 1  | 

Accepted  on  orders  over  $25.00. 

1  ‘^av/7  (>///■  inchFitc  at:  | 

List  $2.00 

Shipping  begins  April  or  as  weather  permits. 

j  www.lyndonlyon.com  | 

f  VIOLET  SHOWCASE  f 
tJ  SPECIAL  OFFER  IJ 


Violet  Showcase  Plant  Assortment  -  Six  different  standard  sized  starter 

plants  will  be  chosen  for  you  from  our  available  stock  when  your  order  arrives.  We  will  choose  an 
assortment  of  leaf  and  blossom  types  and  bloom  color  in  each  shipment.  All  plants  will  be  husky, 
well-rooted,  named,  labeled  varieties  in  2  1/4"  pots.  Our  choice  of  varieties  -  only  $18.00  which 
includes  packing  and  Priority  Mail  shipping,  and  a  free  catalog/list,  or  $32.00  per  dozen  plants.  Tell 
us  If  you  would  like  any  minis  or  trailers  in  your  assortment.  We  ship  plants  May  thru  October. 


Violet  Showcase  Basic  Supplies  Kit  -  All  of  the  supplies  necessary 

to  try  wick  watering  (a  great  way  to  grow  violets!)  PLUS  step-by-step  instructions.  Includes  a 
1  oz.  pouch  of  Volkmann  Bros  Constant  Feed  Fertilizer  (15-30-15),  a  3  quart  bag  of  Potting 
Medium  (especially  mixed  for  wicking),  6  Volkmann  Bros,  wicking  saucers,  six  3"  tub  pots,  six 
3  1/2"  tub  pots,  6  yds.  of  wicking  cord,  and  our  best-selling  VIOLETS  THE  SHOWCASE  WAY 
booklet.  $18.00  which  includes  UPS  shipping  and  handling,  and  a  free  catalog/list.  We  ship 
supplies  year  round. 


Send  for  your  free  complete  catalog/descriptive  plant  list  of  supplies  and  violets. 
Telephone  (303)  761-1770  •  FAX  (303)  762-1808 


Visit  our  web  page  at  http://oun/vorld. compuserve.com/homepages/violet_showcase 


The  Violet  Showcase 


m 


3147  South  Broadway  -  Dept  AV  -  Englewood,  Colorado  80110 

Open  Monday  -  Saturday  10  to  5  (Mountain  Time)  closed  Sunday  &  Tuesday 
Established  1969 
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The  Association  for  plant  & 
flower  people  who  grow  in 
hobby  greenhouses  and 
windows! 

Quarterly  Magazine 

Growing  &  Maintenance 

Help  &  Advice 

Hobby  Greenhouse  Association 

8  Glen  Terrace,  Bedford,  MA  01730-2048 

Dues:  USA  $19  (Canodo  ami  Mexico,  $21  US  fimds/MO) 
($22  Overseas,  US  fimds/MO) 

Sample  magazine  $3.50 
Directory  of  Greenhouse  Manufacturers  $2.50 


Desert  Violets 


Mostly  fresh  cut  leaves 

2000  Catalog  -  $1.00  cash  only  -  refundable  with  order 


New  this  year— 

Jeff  Smith’s  exciting  Yesterday’s  series 


Susan  MerskI,  horticulturalist  2511  N.  Desert  Ave. 

(520)  326-3057  Tucson,  AZ  65712 

email:  desertviolets(S>theriver.com  by  appointment  only 


A\ and  Gesneriad  publication! 


G^ieflSaNEWS 


IN  CANADA  $15/yr  (4  issues)  (All  other  countries  $15.  US) 
Send  for  a  sample  copy  -  only  $2. 

Payment  must  be  made  out  to  John  Beaulieu  Productions 
37  Shaw  Crescent,  Barrie,  Ontario  WN  4Z3  (705)  726-7363 


AFRICAN  VIOLETS  BY  FREDERICKS,  INC. 


Alyce  Droege 

BEST  VARIETIES  -  YELLOWS  TOO! 
STANDARDS  in  3"  &  4"  pots,  plus  leaves 
MINIS  CHIRITAS 

TRAILERS  CHIMERAS 

EPISCIAS  STREPTOCARPUS 

and  other  GESNERIADS 


COMPLETE  GROWERS  SUPPLIES 

design  supplies  -  books  -  pincups  2-3/4"  to  5-1/2" 
fertilizers  -  spray  -  “my  own  mix”  soil 
Dandy  pots  -  2  sizes  -  many  colors 
growing  pots  -  Oyamas  -  hanging  baskets 
beautiful  ceramic  wick  pots  (pat.  pend.) 

6  sizes  -  decorator  colors 

Home  of  Aly’s  hybrids 


GIFT  CERTIFICATES  ■  CATALOGUE  $2.00 
P.  O.  Box  1416 


r  ^  'I 

Eranklin,  NC  28744 

IVlivnHiiv  -  ^Titiirrln\/ 

iviwiiuLciy  "  odiuiLitiy 

9  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 

VthJK 

1-800-771-0899  orders  only 

1-828-349-4832 


www.african-violets.com 
Florida  Registration  number:  47219602 


PLoto  tJouf-ndi 

Each  issue  contains  4  full-color  pages, 
interesting  articles  and  cultural  information 
6  issues  per  year,  $10  ($12  outside  of  US). 
VioletsFun,  P.  O.  Box  9,  Naples,  NY  14512 
Phone:  716-374-8592  VioletsFun@aol.com 


BELISLE'S 

Heirloom  Violets 

Quality  Gesneriads 

Unusual  Companion  Plants 

Mail  Order  Catalog  $2.00 

P.O.  Box  111 

4041  N.  Metnik  Rd. 

Radisson,  WI  54867  qibwa,  WI  54862 

FULL  LINE  OF  INDOOR  GARDENING  PRODUCTS 


PLANT  TRAYS  >  LIGHTED  STANDS  > 

4  METERS,  TIMERS  A-  PLANTLITES  4-  ACCESSORIES  > 


40  WATT  WS  (Wide  Spectrum)  LAMPS: 

6  =  $36.32  1 2  =  $62.06  24  =  $1 1 7.90 


G4-SD2  $554.00 
W/4  Two  Lamp  Fixtures 
and  WS  Lamps 
4  Shelves  W/1 6  Trays 
74H  X  53L  X  23D 


ALL  PRICES  PREPAID, 

MICHIGAN  RESIDENTS  ADD  6%  SALES  TAX 
VISA,  MASTERCARD,  DISCOVER,  CHECKS  &  COD'S  ACCEPTED 

FREE  CATALOG 


G22  $164.80 
W/2  Two  Lamp  Fixtures 
and  WS  Lamps 
2  Shelves  W/2  Trays 
40Hx27L  X12D 


P.  O.  Box  527-AV  •  Dexter,  Ml  48130 
Phone  (734)  426-9080  •  Fax:  (734)  426-7803 
9:00  a.m,  to  5:00  p.m.  EASTERN 
www.indoorgardensupplies.com 
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Rob's 
Mini-o-lels 


African  Violets  and  Gesneriads 

V _ _ _ J 


NEW  FOR  2m! 

Winner,  Best  Commercial  Display 
at  1999  AVSA  Convention  Show 

We  ship  during  winter 
We  sell  standards  too! 


NEW  AFRICAN  VIOLET  VARIETIES 


ROB’S  ARGYLE  SOCKS.  Large  dbl.  pink  stars  with  heavy  blue 
fantasy  streaks;  lovely,  yellow,  beige, and  green  Champion 
variegated  foliage;  constant  bloomer,  excellent  showplant; 
semiminiature 

ROB’S  ITTY  BITTY.  And  we  mean  it!  Loads  of  sdbl.  bright  pink 
semi-bells  over  very  dark,  pointed  foliage:  a  very  tiny  plant  (1  1/2" 
to  2")  that  might  be  frustrating  to  grow  for  some,  but  it  can  be 
spectacular;  a  real  micro-miniature 
ROB’S  LITTLE  PUEBLO.  Large  sdbl.  coral  stars  held  above  very 
dark,  red-backed  foliage;  a  constant  bloomer  that  makes  a  good 
showplant;  the  lovely  colors  will  make  this  popular;  semimini 


ROB’S  MISS  SNIFFLES.  A  terrific  plant  that  is  certain  to  be  a 
favorite;  never-ending  masses  of  eye-catching  sdbl.  to  dbl.  white 
blooms  with  distinct,  irregular  red  edges;  heavy,  constant 
blooming  small  semimini 

ROB’S  MISTER  SNEEZY.  Sdbl.  dbl.  light  to  medium  burgundy-red; 
dark,  red-backed,  glossy  foliage;  heavy  bloomer;  small  semimini 


. plus  dozens  of  other  favorites,  including  the  Best  New  Cultivar 

at  1999  AVSA  Convention  ‘Rob’s  Hallucination’ 


NEW  STREPTOCARPUS  VARIETIES 

Our  own  hybrids.  All  are  spectacular,  constant,  and  heavy  bloomers.  They  are  extremely  easy  to  grow  and  bloom, 
even  in  windows.  Care  is  identical  to  violets.  Unless  noted  otherwise,  most  grow  in  4-5"  pots  when  mature. 


BRISTOL’S  BLUE  WATER.  We  displayed  this  at  shows  this  spring 
and  had  to  beat  back  the  customers!  Loads  of  med,  blue  blooms 
w/deeper  blue  lower  lips;  an  easy  grower  and  very  profuse  bloomer 
BRISTOL’S  DINGA  LING.  Sdbl,  white  blooms  w/dark  blue-purple 
streaks  on  lower  lobes;  a  heavy,  constant  bloomer 
BRISTOL’S  INK  BLOT.  Adorable,  nearly-black,  velvety  blooms 
w/tiny  yellow  eyes;  compact  grower 
BRISTOL’S  LILY  WHITE.  Sdbl.  nearly-pure  white  blooms  held  in 
masses  above  compact  foliage;  terrific  bloomer;  a  must-have  for 
those  wanting  white 

BRISTOL’S  PISH  POSH.  Lovely  white  blooms  w/round  pink-rayed 
eyes  in  center;  nice,  compact,  symmetrical  foliage;  pretty  plant 
and  easy  grower 


BRISTOL’S  STATIC  CHARGE.  Very  interesting  silver-purple 
blooms  w/dark  blue  rays  radiating  from  a  yellow  eye;  must  see  to 
believe;  sure  to  be  a  collectible 

MOM’S  PLANT.  Rescued  from  our  trash  by  Rob’s  mother,  this 
plant  spent  the  next  year  in  her  north  window  suffering  all  kinds 
of  the  worst  abuse  and  neglect.  Yet  it  never  was  without  dozens 
of  blooms  each  day  for  over  a  year!  We  were  convinced  -  this  is 
one  of  the  toughest,  best  blooming  streps  we’ve  grown  yet.  Oh  ... 
the  blooms  are  light  blue  shaded  a  darker  blue-purple 


.plus  dozens  of  other  favorites 


NOT  JUST  MINIS!  WE  GROW  100’S  OF  STANDARD-SIZE  VARIETIES 

Besides  African  violets,  we  grow  a  good  selection  of  many  other  gesneriads 
We  also  offer  small-growing  Begonias,  Passiflora,  and  miniature  houseplants  for  containers 

PRICES:  $3.75  per  plant.  Please  add  $7  per  order  for  shipping  (beginning  April  15).  Winter  shipping  by  express  mail  only 
(call  us  for  details)  -  available  to  most  areas.  We  ship  anywhere  (internationally),  anytime,  safe-delivery  guaranteed! 


Special  offer:  10  different  plants  (our  choice)  $30  plus  shipping.  Club  project  and  wholesale  plants  at  discount  prices. 


Subscribe  to  “VioletsFun”  Photo  Journal! 

VioletsFun  is  an  exciting  new  journal  that  is  now  available.  In  addition  to  4  full-color  8  1/2"  XII"  pages,  it  contains  cultural 
information,  reviews  of  latest  varieties,  interviews  with  leading  growers,  exhibitors  and  hybridizers,  and  reports  on  shows  we've  done 
or  seen.  It  is  our  way  of  sharing  our  mutual  love  of  African  violets  with  other  growers. 

VioletsFun  is  a  “diary”  of  our  own  experiences  with  growing  and  exhibiting  violets  and  will  be  published  bimonthly  at  a  cost  of  $10 
for  6  issues  ($12  outside  of  U.S.).  Subscriptions  piaced  with  orders  of  $20  or  more  witt  receive  one  free  plant!  You  need  not 
order  to  subscribe. 


SEND  $1  FOR  FULL-COLOR  CATALOG 
or  visit  our  web-site  at  www.robsviolet.com 

DR.  RALPH  (ROB)  &  OLIVE  MA  ROBINSON  PHONE:  716-374-8592 

P.O.  BOX  9,  NAPLES,  NY  14512  Shop  &  Greenhouse  open  daily,  12-5  p.m. 
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CLASSIFIED  ADS 


BAYOU  VIOLETS  -  LEAVES  ONLY 

Request  catalog  $  1 .00 
Cheek  payable  to  Genelle  Armstrong 
1313  Gardenia  Drive 
Metairie,  LA  70005-1152 


NEPTUNE’S  HARVEST  ORGANIC  EERTILIZERS 

Top  of  the  line. 

Commercial  proven.  Outperform  chemicals. 

Free  catalog  1  (800)  259-GROW  (4769) 


VIOLET  VENTURE 

Fay  Wagman  •  52  Flarper  Drive 
Pittsford,  NY  14534 
Leaves  only  -  List  $1.00 


Specializing  in  Variegated  Standards  and 
y?p  .  Hybrids  from  “Hobby”  hybridizers 
jJaJtA  Rebels,  Apaches,  Rodeos,  Wasches,  Burns, 
Australians  and  Buckeyes 

Many  new  “Buckeyes”,  all  on  lovely  variegated  foliage  including 

Buckeye  Dress  Parade 

An  abundance  of  large  ruffled  white  stars  with  pink  eyes.  All  but  cover  perfectly 
spaced  medium  green  and  cream  edge  variegated  foliage.  Large. 

Our  list  will  be  available  about  Feb.  1 

and  will  include  a  number  of  exciting  new  hybrids.  We  ship  fresh  cut  leaves  only. 
List  $2.00  cash  -  stamps  or  check  payable  to: 

Pat  Hancock 

P.O.Box  8085  •  West  Chester,  OH  45069  •  (513)777-2524 


African  violets  know  no  borders,  so  why  not 
become  a  member  of  the 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  SOCIETY 
OF  CANADA 

and  receive  Chatter,  its  quarterly  publication? 


A  magazine  dedicated  to  the  growing  and  showing  of  African 
violets  and  Gesneriads.  USA/International  membership  $14.00. 


Please  make  your  cheque  or  bank  draft  payable  to  AVSC 
and  forward  to: 


Mrs.  Irene  Henry 
349  Hyman  Drive 

Dollard  des  Ormeau,  P.Q.  H9B  1L5 
Canada 


Cryptanthus 

the  Dazzling  Earth  Stars 
are  the  perfect  companion  plants  for  your 
African  violet  collection  requiring  the 
same  care.  Exquisite  colors,  leaf  shapes 
and  patterns  of  stripes,  bars  and  zig  zags 
year  ’round  in  eveiy  shade  of  the  rainbow. 
Send  first  class  stamp  for  cultural  information 
or  $3.00  for  a  sample  of  our  color  quarterly  journal. 

THE  CRYPTANTHUS  SOCIETY 

Carole  Richtmyer  -  Secretary 
18814  Cypress  Mountain  Drive 
Spring,  TX  77388 


Join 


SHIRLEY  AND  SANDY 
HOPE  TO  SEE  YOU  IN  OMAHA,  NE! 

THE  WEEK  OF  MAY  21  ST  THROUGH  THE  28TH 
FOR  THE  54TH  ANNUAL  AFRICAN  VIOLET  SHOW  AND  SALE! 

If  you  cannot  attend  the  Convention,  SHIRLEY’S  HOUSE  OF  VIOLETS  will  be  happy  to  ship  your  plants  or  leaves  to  you.  Listed  below 
is  a  sampling  of  what  we  have  to  offer  you  in  our  2000  catalog.  It  is  available  for  $1 .00. 

HANCOCK  -  BUCKEYE  BATIK  -  Lavender  pansies  with  splashes  of  purple  fantasy  in  abundance  over  green  and  cream  variegation. 
The  foliage  on  this  one  is  beautiful. 

WILLIAMS  -  SUNCOASTWILD  MUSTANG  -  Very  large  two-tone  bright  pink  double  stars,  with  purple  speckles,  sometimes  white  edge. 
Standard  Outstanding  blossom! 

ROBINSON  -  ROB’S  LITTLE  PUEBLO  -  Large  semidouble  coral  stars.  Dark  green,  serrated,  red  blacked  foliage.  SM.  This  and  all  of 
Rob’s  2000  varieties  are  available  in  leaves  only  until  May  when  plants  will  be  available. 

NESS’  -  CRANBERRY  LACE  -  Large  cranberry/fuchsia  double,  with  occasional  white  pencil  edging.  Medium  green  lightly  scalloped 
foliage.  Very  pretty  heavy  bloomer! 

HARRIS  -  SWEET  SAM  -  Double  pink  blossoms  with  variable  white  or  pink  feathering  on  edges.  Emerald  green  pointed,  serrated 
foliage.  This  SM  trailer  has  a  history  of  the  species.  S.  Pendula  Kizarae. 

Plants  of  the  customer’s  choice  $4.00  each  with  a  minimum  of  6  plants.  Shipping  up  to  6  plants  $7.00,  40  cents  per  plant  shipping  over  6. 
LEAVES:  SHIRLEY’S  CHOICE  -  24  for  $24.00  or  50  for  $44.00. 

Shipping  on  leaves  -  $6.00  for  up  to  50.  Over  this  number  add  10  cents  per  leaf. 

We  will  begin  shipping  March  1  in  most  southern  states.  Other  states  when  weather  permits. 

Make  checks  payable  to:  Shirley  Sanders 
1034  Rayburn  Dr.  •  San  Antonio,  TX  78221 
Telephone  number  210-923-1093 
Sorry,  we  do  not  accept  credit  cards. 
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You  know  AfrtGdh  Violets  -  ,ndw  meet  the 
rest  of  the  family;?,  •  \ 

' J.  I 


M 


Quarterly  journal/ extensive  seed, fund, 
judging. schools,  round,  robins,  annual 
convention,  plus  a  copy  of  "How  to 
•■’Knbw,&  Grow  Gesneriads" 

w>  .  ,51 

Individual  rriempership  -  $20.00 

Outside  the  U.S.  $25.00 

Piedse  send  check,  money  order,  or 
iC^it  qgrd  inforrpation  to:  ^ 


MWSps  Tyler  '^%7i 

RO.^S^5xl598  s 

tir  Port  Angeles,  WA  98362-01 94  USA  j 

'i  ■■ 

VUitu4>'OtdCn&:  Kttp;//wu;u;.(Xgfgf^^gk 


Have  a  World 
of  Orchids 
at  Your 
Fingertips! 

Join  the  American 
Orchid  Society 

Delve  into  the  fascinating  world 
of  orchids  each  month  when  you 
become  a  member  of  the  American 
Orchid  Society.  Your  journey  begins  when  you  open  the 
American  Orchid  Society  Bulletin  to  pages  filled  with 
priceless  tips  and  articles  on  orchid  culture  accompanied 
by  beautiful,  four-color  orchid  photographs.  A  special 
advertising  section  helps  locate  sources  of  orchid  plants, 
supplies,  items  from  the  AOS  Book  Department  and 
whatever  else  is  needed  to  become  a  successful  grower. 
Join  the  Society  that  brings  the  world  of  orchids  to  your 
fingertips.  Please  write  or  call  for  a  free,  four-color 
membership  brochure  and  let  the  Journey  begin. 


American  Orchid  Society,  Department  AV 
6000  South  Olive  Avenue  •  West  Palm  Beach,  FL  33405 
(407)  585-8666 


VIOLET  GALLERY 

African  violets  -  standards,  miniatures,  trailers,  leaves  and  supplies. 
Our  catalog  is  available  on  our  website;  or  call  /  write 
www.violetgallerv.com  -  email  mpetrv@cvn.net 
1590  Cranberry  Road.  York  Springs,  PA  17372'  •  (717)  528-8268 


1-800-770-AVSA 


Prairie  Violets 

VOLKMANN  BROS.  GREENHOUSES 

ofder  and  newer  varieties,  novelties,  etc. 

•  AFRICAN  VIOLETS  •  CONSTANT  FEED  ®  FERTILIZER  •  POTTING  SOIL 
•  RESERVOIR  WICK  POTS  •  RESERVOIR  WICK  SAUCERS 

Celebrate  the  New  Millennium  with  us! 

•  PLASTIC  POTS  •  A.V.  SEED  •  PLASTIC  TRAYS 

Send  SI. 50  for  leaf  and  'specials’  lisling  -  refundable  with  order 

•  FLUORESCENT  LAMPS  •  COLOR  CATALOG  $1 .00 

Shipping  dates:  April  15lh  thru  October  30th 

P.O.BOX  191289  •  DALLAS,  TEXAS  75219-8289 

Prairie  V'iolets  •  P.O.Box  313  •  Maroa,  IL  61 756 

AREA  CODE  (214)  526-3484 

Travis?^ioIets. 

P.O.BOX  42  OCHLOCKNEE,  GA.  31773 

2  FREE  VIOLETS!!! 


Phone  1-912-574-5167 
1-912-574-5236 
Fax  Orders  only  -  912-574-5605 
e-mail;tviolets@  aol.com 


New  an(j  oliJer  varieties  of  African  violets,  from  leading  hybridizers,  and  our  own  new  plants.  All  orders  before 
November  1  will  receive  2  FREE  PLANTS  with  every  12  plants  ordered.  Send  $2  for  our  new  2000  catalog,  or 
order  from  our  ad  in  the  January  issue  of  AVM.  Try  our  super  special  12  Husky  Starters  -  all  different  -  $38 
Postpaid  -  All  plants  our  choice  (Does  not  include  2  FREE  PLANTS)  VISA  -  MASTERCARD  -  List  all  info  on 
card  -  Min.  card  order  $36.  See  our  web  page:  www.imox.com/travisviolets  AD  EXPIRES  1 1/30/2000 
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BEAUTIFUL  AFRICAN  VIOLETS 
AND  OTHER  GESNERIADS  FROM 
GARY  &  PAT  DUNLAP 


Assortments 

Leaves,  Cuttings 
or  Rhizomes 

Starters 

10  Standard 

7.95 

21.95 

10  Miniature 

5.95 

17.95 

10  Semiminiature 

5.95 

17.95 

10  Trailers 

5.95 

17.95 

10  Mixed 

6.95 

19.95 

10  Mixed/all  new 

8.95 

24.95 

10  Species 

8.95 

24.95 

1 0  Streptocarpus 

8.95 

24.95 

10  Achimenes 

8.95 

24.95 

10  Aeschynanthus 

8.95 

24.95 

10  Columnea 

8.95 

24.95 

10  Nematanthus 

8.95 

24.95 

10  Mixed  other  Gesneriads 

8.95 

24.95 

Miracle  Mix  Potting  Soil  $2. 50/gal,  $10.00/5  gal 
Miracle  Mix  II  (High  water  retention)  $3.00/gal,  $12.00/5  gal 
Miracle  Mix  III  (Beneficial  bacteria)  $3. 00/gal,  $12.00/5  gal 
Miracle  Mix  IV  (Both  additives)  $3.50/gal,  $14.00/5  gal 
1-1-1  Mix  with  Charcoal  $2. 50/gal,  $10.00/5  gal 

Sales  in  USA  only.  Minimum  order  $20.  No  credit  or  credit  card  orders. 
Packing  and  shipping  $6  plus  .25  per  plant  after  the  first  10  plants,  .10 
per  leaf  after  the  first  10  leaves.  We  ship  by  priority  mail  only.  Our 
choice  only  on  assortments.  Catalog  $1 .50.  Make  checks  payable  to: 
Dunlap  Enterprises,  4189  Jarvis  Rd.,  Hillsboro,  MO  63050.  Our 
catalog  is  also  at  our  home  page:  http://www.jcn1  .com/patspets  phone 
(636)  789-3604  e-mail:patspets@jcn1.com 


Country  Violets  Greenhouse 
2010  Enon  Rd. 

Webb,  AL  36376 


Quality  plants  and  leaves  from  many  great  hybridizers. 
Send  for  our  catalog  of  more  than  250  varieties. 
VISA/MC  accepted  -  Catalogs  $3.00 


e-mail:  royh@graceba.net  check  us  out  on  the  web 

Phone:  334-899-7142  www.graceba.net/~royh 


m  CERAMIC  AFRICAN!  VIOLET  POTS® 

Largest  Variety  of  SELF-WATERING  POTS  ^ 

.  33  uniquely  different  pots,  including: 

ANGELS,  SQUARE  SILL  SITTERS,  ROUND  HANGING  POTS, 
TEA  POTS,  FLUTED,  VICTORIAN  AND  MORE. 

Must  see  COLOR  PHOTO  to  appreciate 
Artfully  Handpainted  (No  Decals). 

AFFORDABLY  PRICED.  All  made  in  our  Studio. 


Call  or  Write  for  FREE  Catalog. 


Herbal  Gardens  Ceramics 
Montara,  CA  94037 


P.  O.  Box  38 
(650)  728-7683 


Our  Customers  say  it  best. . . 

Dear  Dyna-Gro, 

I  am  writing  this  letter  to  tell  you  how  much  I  like  your 
fertilizer.  ...Sonja  Johnson  in  Omaha,  Arkansas,  sold  me 
some  Dyna-Gro  Liquid  Grow  and  Liquid  Bloom  for  my 
violets. 

I  watered  the  show  plants  with  the  Bloom  and  the  baby 
plants  with  the  Grow.  In  two  weeks  the  baby  plants  had 
doubled  in  size  and  had  a  pretty  green  color. 

I  entered  31  plants  in  the  show.Those  plants  received  10 
best  in  class,  the  Sweepstakes  award,  the  Best  Collection 
award,  30  blue  ribbons  and  1  red  ribbon.  That  plant  was 
a  trailer  and  didn’t  have  three  crowns. 

Sincerely, 

Bonnie  Bailey 
Springfield,  Missouri 


Nutrition  Solutions® 

For  information  or  to  order  call  Dyna-Gro 

(800)  DYNA-GRO  or  FAX  (510)  233-0198 

1 065  Broadway  •  San  Pablo,  CA  94806 


AV  WORLD’S 
BEST  SELLER 

Thanks  to  “G-T-S”  I  just  won  my  first  Best  in  Show  award! 
I  tell  everyone.  "If  you  don't  have  this  book,  you  aren't 
growing  violets  to  their  full  potential.”  Mrs.  M.  L.  Horne 
(Includes  unique  chapter  on  "Miniaturing  the  Miniatures”) 


A  step-by- 
step  guide 

Illustrated  -  112  pages 
8 ‘A  X  11  paperback 

I 

USA/Canada  -jo  OC  1 

$1.50  p&h  -H  ife.yo 
Calif,  add  6%  sales  tax 
overseas  postage:  $7.50  ^ 

air  mail,  or  $2.50  surface  ) 

D.  M.  Prestia 
1404  N.Tustin  J-4 
Santa  Ana,  CA  92705  j 

SAVE  *2.05 
PER  BOOK! 

10%  discount  for  10  or  more  (save  $1.30  each)  USA/CAN  p&h  75<t 
each  (save  75t  each)  total  $2.05!  Overseas  p&h  $1.20  each  surface. 
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27TH  YEAR 


CAPE  COD  VIOLETRY 

John  «&  Barbara  Cook 
Dept.  AV  28  Minot  St.  (508)  548-2798 
Hours  by  appointment  •  Falmouth,  Massachusetts  02540 
SUPPLIES  FOR  VIOLET  GROWERS  BY  VIOLET  GROWERS 


WE  CARRY  ALL  THE  SPECIES  AND  THE  ORIGINAL  10 
Catalog  $2.00,  Foreign  catalog  $3.00 


PLASTIC  FLOWER  POTS 

Phone  (508)  548-2798  - 

Fax  (508)  540-5427  -  ^ 

email  violets@cape.com 

SIZE 

COLOR 

TYPE 

10 

25 

50 

100 

500 

1-1/4" 

Wt.  (only) 

Thumb  Pot 

$  1.20 

$  2.75 

$  5.00 

$  9.80 

$  44.50 

2-1/4" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  or  Sq. 

1.05 

2.15 

3.90 

7.25 

33.00 

2-1/2" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  or  Sq. 

1.15 

2.40 

4.55 

8.60 

40.50 

3" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  Tub.  Std.  Sq. 

1.30 

2.95 

5.25 

9.80 

44.50 

3-1/2" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  Tub 

1.35 

3.30 

6.00 

11.40 

52.00 

4" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  Tub 

1.75 

3.85 

7.20 

13.50 

59.40 

4-1/2" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  Tub 

2.40 

5.60 

8.00 

15.50 

73.00 

5" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  Tub 

2.90 

6.75 

12.50 

23.00 

105.00 

6" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  Tub 

3.40 

8.20 

15.40 

28.80 

134.00 

6-1/2" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  Tub 

4.00 

9.50 

18.00 

34.00 

160.00 

MINIATURIZING  MINI  POTS  WITH  SAUCER 
1-1/4"  Terracotta 


PLASTIC  PAN  POTS 
5"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

6"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

7"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

8"  Gr.  or  Wt. 


2- 1/2"  Deep 

3- 3/4"  Deep 
4"  Deep 
4"  Deep 


2.90 

4.10 

6.00 


6.75 

9.75 

14.50 

18.50 


12.50 

18.50 
28.00 
36.00 


23.00 

35.00 

54.00 

70.00 


105.00 

165.00 


PLASTIC  HEAVY  DUTY  POT  SAUCERS 

4"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

2.25 

5.25 

9.00 

16.80 

6"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

3.60 

8.60 

15.80 

29.00 

8"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

4.40 

10.50 

20.00 

38.00 

PLASTIC  WICK  WATER  RESERVOIRS 
(recessed  snap-on  lids,  8  oz 

3.00 

7.15 

13.20 

24.00 

110.00 

wicks  not  included)  1 6  oz 

3.60 

8.50 

16.00 

30.00 

140.00 

Lids  or  containers  only  - 1/2  listed  price  32  OZ 

4.90 

11.75 

22.50 

42.00 

200.00 

PLASTIC  LABELS 

100 

500 

1000 

3"  White,  Red,  Orange,  Yellow,  Green  Blue,  Lavender,  Pink 

1.00 

4.75 

7.00 

4"  White,  Green,  Blue,  Lavender,  Pink,  Red,  Yellow 

1.25 

5.75 

10.00 

5"  White,  Lavender 

1.50 

7.00 

13.00 

4  1/2"  White  only 

2.00 

9.00 

17.00 

PERMANENT  TRAYS  -  Light  Green  -  No  Holes  1 

6 

12 

4"  X  8"  X  2-1/2" 

.90 

5.10 

9.75 

8"  X  8"  X  2-1/2" 

1.40 

8.00 

15.00 

8"  X  12"  X  2-1/2" 

1.50 

8.50 

16.20 

1 1 "  X  22"  X  2-3/4"  Lt.  Green  or  Beige 

CLEAR  DOMES 

4.75 

27.00 

51.00 

11"  X  22"  trays  $2.00  ea.  Dome  and  Tray  combo  $6.25  each. 

Elisa’s  African  Violet  Rings 

1 

6 

12 

25 

50 

Mini  (6")  Gr.  only 

.90 

4.75 

8.75 

18.00 

31.50 

9"  Gr.  only 

1.00 

5.00 

9.50 

20.00 

36.00 

13"  Gr.  only 

1.25 

6.50 

12.00 

21.00 

38.00 

ELISA’S  AFRICAN 
VIOLET  SUPPORT 
RINGS 

MANUFACTURER 

WHOLESALE 
DISTRIBUTOR 

6".  9".  13" 

CLUBS  -  BUSINESSES 
SEND  FOR  PRICE  LIST  J 

PHYSAN  20 
16  oz.  -  $6.25 
32  oz.  -  $10.50 
1  gal.  -  $31.50 

SUPERTHRIVE 
1/2  oz.  -  $2.79 

1  oz.  -  $4.19 

2  oz.  -  $5.25 
4  oz.  -  $8.45 

DANDY  POTS 
2-1/4"  -  4" 

OYAMA  PLANTERS 
Mini  -  1-1/2"  -  2-1/2"  -  3"  -  3-1/2" 
4"-5"-6" 

AEROSOLS 

PT  1200  DS  -  18  oz.  $11.95 
Resmitherins 

PT  1300  DS-18  0Z.  $12.00 
Orthene 

PT  1500  DS  -  16  oz.  $6.95 
Knox-Out  -  Diazinon 
PT  1600  DS  -  16  oz.  $9.89 
X-Clude  -  Pyrethrums 

CHEMICALS 
Phyton  27,  Avid 
Marathon,  Pentac,  Aerosols 
Shultz  Products  &  Others 

FLORA  CART 

Light  Stands 

KEIKIGROW  PLUS 
15  ml  -  $21.50 


FREDETTE’S  ALLEGRO  Plant  Tonic 
Excellent  for  starting  leaves  and  small  plants. 

Use  3  tsp.  per  gal.  v\/ater.  4  oz.  bottle  -  $3.00  each; 

3  for  $8.50;  6  for  $16.50;  12  for  $30.00 

PLASTIC  TERRARIUM 

12"  Diameter  -  $6.75  each 

White  -  Green  -  Beige  -  Terra-cotta 

SWIFT’S  “MOIST-RITE”  PLANTER 

White  -  Green  -  Black 

$4.00  each  -  6/19.20  -  12/36.40  -  24/67.00 

SHIPPING  INSTRUCTIONS: 

Supplies  -  UPS  East  of  Mississippi  -  $4.00; 

West  of  Mississippi  -  $4.50  •  $5.00  West  of  Rockies 
Supplies  -  U.S.  Mail  -  Actual  Cost  -  $4.00  min. 

Mass,  residents  include  5%  Sales  Tax 
Please  include  STREET  or  ROAD,  Zip  Code  and 
Phone  Number 

PRICES  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGE  WITHOUT  NOTICE. 


DYNA-GRO  FERTILIZERS 


Formula 

Type 

Size  /  Price 

1/2  pt. 

1  pt. 

7-9-5 

Plant  Food 

$4.29 

$6.29 

3-12-6 

Bloom 

$4.29 

$7.49 

9-3-6 

Foliage  Pro 

$4.29 

0-0-3 

Pro-Tekt 

$4.29 

Concentrate 

K-L-N 

$10.00 

Dolomite  Limestone 

2  lbs./$1.75 

Charcoal 

20  oz. 

40  oz. 

No.  4  Coarse  or 

No.  6  Medium 

1.75 

3.25 

4  qts. 

16  qts. 

Vermiculite 

No.  2  Coarse 

1.75 

5.00 

Perlite 

Coarse 

1.75 

5.00 

Canadian  Peat  Moss 

$1.75 

$5.00 

TROY  Capillary  watering  mat  -  a  full  4  feet  wide 
$2.40  per  running  yard  -  whole  yard  lengths 


u 


Bianca,  Designer  Dress,  Edge  of  Dawn,  Fantasy  Freckles,  Fantasy  Face, 
Halo’s  Aglitter,  Fuminescence,  Sapphire  Kisses,  Spectacular,  Sunrise  Coral 


Angel’s  Reflection,  Aurora  Fantasy,  Blue  Parade,  Cherries  ‘N  Cream, 
Cristabel,  Fire  Mountain,  Hot  Pants,  Feah,  Louise,  Mighty  Fine,  Pink  Cameo, 
Plum  De  Creme,  Rapid  Transit,  Red  Robe,  Renata,  Ruffled  Skies,White  Cameo 


Anniversary  Tribute,  Azure  Blue,  Bangle  Blue,  Brandywine, 
Firebird,  Hallmark  Haven,  Lavender  Sunrise,  Morning  Thunder, 
Pink  Hill,  Rose  Lisere,  Snowkist  Haven,  Wonderland 


Blackberry  Jam,  Burnished  Halo  ... 

Nancy  Reagan,  Romance,  Tommie  Lou,  Tradition  ...  b 


Irish  Flirt  ... 

Little  White  Beauty,  Melanie,  Mini  Favorite,  Party  Lace,  Pretty  Baby  . . . 

ORDER  DIRECT  FROM  THIS  AD  BY  FAX,  PHONE  OR  MAIL 

SEND  $1.00  FOR  COLOR  CATALOG  FOR 
COMPLETE  LISTING  OF  VIOLETS  AND  ACCESSORIES 


WE  ACCEPT  CREDIT  CARD  ORDERS 
PHONE  1-215-947-0144 
EAX  1-215-947-2163 


Eirst  number  of  your  zip  code  indicates  your  zone 
Zone  0-1-2  ...  .  $6.95  per  shipment 
Zone  3-4-5  ....  $7.95  per  shipment 
Zone  6-7-8-9  .  .  $8.95  per  shipment 
CA  and  all  customers  west  of  MS  please 
include  an  additional  .35  per  plant. 

PLANT  SHIPPING  SEASON  BEGINS  MAY  1ST 


DEPT.  AV 

COMMERCIAL  MEMBER 
AVS  OF  AMERICA.  INC. 


imu 
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The  magazine  ^^clusively  dedicated  to  the  growin^pf  bet 


AVSA  Infonnation 

FOR  CONDUCTING  BUSINESS  WITHIN  YOUR  SOCIETY 

FOR  ACCURATE  SERVICE,  SEND  YOUR  INQUIRIES  TO  THE  CORRECT  PERSON.  ALWAYS  INCLUDE  YOUR  NAME  AND  ADDRESS. 


MEMBERSHIP  DUES  INCREASE  EFFECTIVE  OCT.  1,  1999: 

Send  check  payable  to  AVSA  for  new  or  renewable  membership  to  AVSA  Office, 
2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702;  phone  409-839-4725.  Individual 
$20,  USA  only;  Individual,  all  other  countries  -  $22.50;  Commercial  USA  $32; 
Commercial  International  -  $33.75;  Life  (USA)  -  $275.  International  Life 
$325.00.  Remit  in  U.S.  Dollars  with  draft  or  check  on  a  USA  Bank.  See 
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Dear  AVSA  Members, 


I  am  sure  many  of  you  are  busy  with  final  plans  for  your  trip  to 


the  AVSA  convention  in  Omaha.  I  am  also  sure  that  the  members  of  » 

the  Missouri  Valley  Council,  our  hosting  group,  are  taking  care  of  last  j|| 

minute  details  so  they  will  be  ready  for  our  arrival  For  them,  this  is 

the  culmination  of  several  years  of  planning  and  hard  work.  Be  sure 

to  let  them  know  their  efforts  are  appreciated.  Hosting  a  convention 

requires  a  lot  of  dedication  and  love  for  our  Society  but  it  can  be  a  lot  of  fun,  too.  So, 

if  you  haven’t  hosted  a  convention,  consider  it,  and  if  you  have  hosted  one,  consider 

doing  it  again.  We  don’t  want  to  be  without  a  place  to  go,  now  do  we? 

Be  sure  to  take  extra  luggage  to  stow  your  purchases  in.  The  commercial  sales 
tables  will  be  filled  with  “temptations”  that  you  will  not  be  able  to  pass  up.  Don’t  for¬ 
get  to  visit  the  “committee”  tables  to  see  what  they  have  to  offer.  Your  support  of  the 
Building  Maintenance,  Ways  and  Means,  Booster  Fund,  Boyce  Edens  Research  Fund, 
Membership,  etc.,  helps  to  determine  membership  increases.  Nice  prizes  are  usually 
offered  for  raffle  and  gifts  for  those  unfortunates  who  had  to  stay  home,  are  available 
at  these  tables. 

If  you  forgot  to  send  in  your  registration,  do  it  now,  even  if  you  do  have  to  pay  a 
late  fee.  It  is  worth  it  and  you  surely  don’t  want  to  miss  the  opportunity  to  “Go  Wild 
in  Omaha!” 

See  you  there. 


Bill  Foster 
AVSA  President 


P.S.  You  will  be  happy  to  learn  that  James  Rubottom  and  his  committee  are  now  in  the 
process  of  upgrading  the  AVSA  website.  In  the  end  we  will  have  a  much  more  useable 
site  that  will  be  easier  to  update  and  maintain.  In  the  meantime,  your  patience  is 
appreciated. 
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Ruth  Rumsey  •  2375  North  Street  •  Beaumont,  Texas  77702 
(409)  839-4725  •  email  rrumsey@earthlink.net 


On  page  46  of  this  issue  you’ll  find  the  handy  Vacation 
Guide  compiled  by  my  good  friend,  David  Buttram.  When 
planning  your  summer  trip,  be  sure  to  make  a  few  detours  to 
visit  some  of  our  Commercial  members. 

I  was  fortunate  to  get  a  sneak  preview  to  share  with  you 
of  some  of  the  New  Introductions  for  2000  from  Paul  Sorano 
of  Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses  and  Pat  Hancock  of  Pat’s 
Patch.  Have  a  look  at  these  new  beauties  in  the  Showcase  sec¬ 
tions  of  this  issue.  Those  of  you  attending  the  Convention  in 
Omaha  in  a  few  weeks  will  be  able  to  see  even  more  of  the 
new  releases  for  this  year  at  the  Thursday  Night  Social. 

African  violets  have  been  the  topic  of  discussion  recently 
on  television  and  in  national  publications.  Paul  Sorano  was 
a  guest  on  Martha  Stewart’s  television  show  in  February,  and 
many  of  our  members  have  called  the  office  to  say  they  had 
seen  Paul’s  appearance. 

An  interview  with  Rob  and  Olive  Ma  Robinson  was  part 
of  an  article  on  plant  societies  in  the  “Martha  Stewart’s  Living" 
magazine. 

Whenever  African  violets  and  AVSA  are  mentioned  in  the 
media,  the  AVSA  office  receives  calls  for  information  about 
joining  the  society.  We  have  also  found  that  local  coverage  of 
affiliate  club  shows  helps  boost  interest  in  African  violets,  and 
in  our  society.  Please  contact  your  local  and  regional  newspa¬ 
pers  when  seeking  publicity  for  your  club’s  show.  In  addition 
to  information  about  your  club  and  show,  you  may  offer  them 
a  brief  article  on  the  history  of  AVSA  and  the  use  of  beautiful 
slides  that  have  appeared  in  the  AVM.  These  can  be  sent  to 
you  or  directly  to  the  newspaper.  Papers  with  a  colorful 
Sunday  Gardening  section  are  often  looking  for  something 
new.  Several  of  our  clubs  have  taken  advantage  of  this  and 
AVSA  has  gained  new  members  through  the  publicity. 

I’ve  included  a  few  short  articles  in  this  issue  that  should 
assist  you  with  caring  for  your  violets  during  the  summer  sea¬ 


son.  On  page  21,  read  “When  You  Go  on  Vacation”,  “Summer 
Care”  on  page  45  and  “Summer  Survival”  on  page  3 1 . 

Our  friend  John  Beaulieu  of  Canada,  shares  his  thoughts 
on  the  values  of  shows  to  African  violet  growers  with  “Shows 
Are  For  Sharing”,  page  5.  Lucille  Prutsman  of  the  Green 
Thumb  AVC  in  North  Carolina  shows  how  dedicated  club 
members  found  a  new  show  location  after  a  flood  disaster  in 
“Why  Not  a  Violet  Show  at  My  House?”  on  page  54. 

I  recently  read  in  one  of  our  club  publications  about  the 
use  of  clear  Ivory  Dishwashing  Liquid  for  the  elimination  of 
soil  mealy  bugs  in  potted  plants.  I  don’t  have  mealybugs  to  try 
this  on,  but  apparently  Ivory  Dishwashing  Liquid  works  on 
some  pests.  Here  in  Southeast  Texas,  as  in  all  of  Texas,  we 
have  a  serious  problem  with  fire  ants.  A  local  agricultural 
agent  suggested  that  I  use  Ivory  Liquid  to  kill  them.  He 
advised  taking  an  empty  2  litre  soft  drink  bottle,  pouring  in  a 
cup  of  Ivory  Liquid,  then  filling  the  bottle  with  water.  This  is 
to  be  poured  on  an  ant  bed  after  a  good  rain  when  the  ground 
is  saturated.  I  followed  his  instructions  and  the  ants  were  soon 
gone.  Now,  1  don’t  know  if  it  really  killed  them,  or  if  they  just 
relocated,  because  a  new  bed  appeared  on  the  other  side  of  my 
fence  in  my  neighbor’s  yard  a  few  days  later. 

We  all  hear  about  new  treatments  to  fight  pests  or  new 
ways  to  encourage  growth  in  our  African  violets.  Remember, 
never  try  anything  new  on  more  than  a  few  plants  at  a  time. 
Just  because  something  works  for  someone  else,  does  not 
mean  it  will  work  for  you.  Everyone’s  growing  conditions  are 
not  the  same. 

Our  friend,  Bebe  Edwards  of  the  Violet  House  in  Florida, 
called  to  say  that  due  to  supplier  problems,  they  were  down¬ 
sizing  the  business.  Everything  in  stock  is  now  25%  off,  plus 
shipping  by  weight.  Watch  for  her  ad  in  the  July  issue  of  the 
AVM  for  more  details. 


FYI: 

The  following  information  is  provided  in  an  attempt  to 
educate  our  members,  much  in  the  same  way  we  have 
warned  about  reading  all  labels  and  against  the  casual  use 
of  insecticides  through  the  years. 

There  has  been  some  discussion  in  the  media  lately 
about  Vermiculite  and  health  problems  that  could  arise 
from  constant  exposure  due  to  asbestos  contamination. 
The  Environmental  Protection  Agency  is  currently  investi¬ 
gating  the  connection  between  gardening  products  and 
asbestos  contamination. 


The  EPA  suggests  that  we  always  follow  these 
precautions  for  handling  potting  soil  and  other  gardening 
products  containing  vermiculite: 

•  Use  the  materials  outdoors 

•  Wet  the  materials  before  use  and  keep  them  damp 

•  'Ihke  measures  not  to  allow  the  dust  from  the  material 
to  enter  your  house  on  clothing 
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Plant  shows  that  are  put  on  by  most  clubs,  whether  they 
are  specialist  clubs  or  general  horticultural  societies,  are 
usually  competitive,  judged  events.  Ribbons  are  awarded 
and  winners  are  selected.  However  it  is  not  really  the  ‘win¬ 
ning’  that  is  the  most  important  part  of  these  shows,  it  is  the 
sharing  that  counts.  It  is  the  sharing,  for  all  to  see,  of  your 
well-grown  plants;  the  sharing  of  all  the  little  tips  and  tricks 
that  you  used  to  achieve  that  quality  plant. 

The  plant  grower  is  not  discouraged  to  see  a  bigger, 
better  plant  of  the  same  variety  but  instead  happy  to  see 
what  can  be  achieved  by  a  fellow  hobbyist,  giving  new  goals 
to  strive  for.  You  usually  hear  growers  raving  about  other 
people’s  exceptional  plants  rather  than  talking  about  their 
own  plants.  Sure,  it  is  fun  to  compete  in  these  shows,  but 
after  all,  the  main  purpose  is  to  show  the  public,  who  will 
attend,  what  a  great  hobby  this  is,  and  hopefully  to  attract 


interest  and  new  members  to  both  the  hobby  and  the  partic¬ 
ular  association. 

Clubs  get  to  share  the  actual  plants  with  the  public  and 
the  members  by  way  of  the  sales  tables  or  through  commer¬ 
cial  growers  selling  at  the  shows.  Usually  members  will 
grow  and  donate  plant  material  to  the  club  sales  tables. 
Commercial  growers  help  support  the  club  by  fees  or  com¬ 
missions  paid  for  their  sales  space.  It  is  fun  to  see  the  hob¬ 
byist  scurrying  around  with  their  little  baggies  of  leaves  and 
cuttings  that  they  have  shared  with  each  other.  They  are 
always  a  generous  lot! 

Who  is  the  real  winner  at  these  shows?  We  all  are, 
whether  we  enter  plants  or  not.  Anytime  hobbyists  get 
together  for  a  show  or  display,  the  hobby  wins! 

Reprinted from  “African  violet  and  Gesneriad  News” 


A  TINY  BUT  ENTHUSIASTIC  CLUB 


by  Don  Geiss 

It  was  not  exactly  like  the  David  and  Goliath  challenge 
but  when  the  ten  member  Corpus  Christi  African  Violet 
Society  (CCAVS)  hosted  the  Lone  Star  African  Violet  Society 
Annual  Convention  last  year  it  was  a  daunting  task. 

The  planning  and  execution  of  the  1999  convention 
was  explained  to  us  by  Marjorie  Bullard,  LSAVS  Newsletter 
Editor  and  past  CCAVS  president  during  the  local  society’s 
annual  show  and  sale  in  February.  Because  the  local  group 
had  so  few  members  many  individuals  from  other  Texas 
societies  stepped  in  to  handle  various  key  responsibilities. 
“The  members  are  very  proud  of  the  fact  that  they  were  able 
to  sponsor  the  event  despite  having  that  small  member¬ 
ship,’’  she  said. 

During  the  show  and  sale  individual  officers  and  mem¬ 
bers  visited  with  us  and  told  of  the  enjoyment  associated 
with  being  active  in  the  local  society.  One  of  the  society’s 
major  thrusts,  according  to  a  number  of  the  ladies,  is  the 
encouragement  of  junior  members.  Sarah  Stensland,  CCAVS 
President  said,  “Adding  the  junior  member  has  brought  a 
whole  new  dimension  to  our  club.  Our  Junior  Member  Kimi 
Bircher  has  won  ‘Best  in  Show’  honors  at  the  club’s  annu¬ 
al  show  for  her  semi-mini  plants  for  the  last  two  years.  We 
are  all  extremely  proud  of  her.’’  The  club  has  an  annual  chil¬ 
dren’s  project  plant  and  Kimi  advanced  from  the  children’s 
group  to  become  a  junior  member. 

Marjorie  told  of  the  recent  change  in  the  show  and  sale 
location  that  has  caused  some  problems.  For  years  they 
held  their  activities  at  the  Corpus  Christi  Garden  Center  but 


•  Fredric,  MI 

it  has  fallen  into  disrepair  and  it  has  been  necessary  to 
change  locations.  “We  did  not  have  a  show  last  year 
because  a  location  could  not  be  obtained.  CCAVS,  which 
was  founded  in  1969,”  she  said,  “has  one  member, 
Secretary-Treasurer  Virginia  Thompson,  who  has  been  with 
the  group  for  25  years.” 

Virginia  has  been  voted  a  Life  Member  of  the  club  and 
the  ladies  proclaim  her  to  be  their  most  enthusiastic  partic¬ 
ipant.  She  is  fond  of  saying,  “Growing  African  violets  is  not 
an  exact  science”.  She  put  me  to  work  at  a  table  doing 
repotting  and  setting  leaves  at  the  annual  show.  In  her 
honor  a  Virginia  Thompson  Cup  was  recently  established.  It 
will  go  each  year  to  the  best  plant  in  any  category  that  she 
selects. 

Annually  the  club  participates  in  a  Mother’s  Day  Plant 
Sale  along  with  the  Corpus  Christi  Garden  Council,  the  Rose 
Society  and  other  garden  clubs.  CCAVS  Vice  President 
Marcia  Philbin  told  of  the  success  of  that  activity.  “It  is  won¬ 
derful  to  see  old  friends  and  also  ‘check  out’  what  the  other 
clubs  have  for  sale.  Those  orchids  always  look  so  beauti¬ 
ful.”  The  pots  in  all  of  the  sales  are  decorated.  The  event  is 
located  at  a  local  mall. 

It  is  soon  evident  to  any  outsider  when  attending  one  of 
the  society’s  functions  that  what  the  organization  lacks  in 
size  they  more  than  make  up  in  enthusiasm.  They  certainly 
do  not  lack  for  beautiful  plants  as  is  evident  when  a  stranger 
visits  the  annual  show  and  views  the  tables  full  of  ribbon 
winners  and  the  sales  table  of  fine  offerings. 
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Spring  is  here  and  we’re  even  busier  than  usual.  We’ve 
expanded  our  growing  area  by  another  30%,  but  haven’t  yet 
found  the  extra  time  we  need  to  take  care  of  the  extra  plants 
(anyone  out  there  looking  for  work?).  Still,  ours  is  the  best 
life  anyone  could  ask  for.  We  get  to  spend  everyday  sur¬ 
rounded  in  warm  color  and  nature’s  beauty. 

Since  we’re  so  very  busy,  we  read  our  mail  (and  e-mail) 
but  rarely  have  the  time  to  respond  to  it.  We  don’t  mind 
answering  questions  over  the  phone,  however,  since  this 
doesn’t  disrupt  our  day  nearly  as  much  as  we  can  “walk  and 
talk”.  For  those  with  access  to  the  internet,  we  can  be  con¬ 
tacted  at  robsviolet@aol.com  or  through  our  web-site  at 
www.robsviolet.com.  The  web-site  also  contains  a  wealth  of 
cultural  information. 


y^UESTION:  I  was  away  from  home  and  my  hus- 
Xjf/^band  watered  my  plants  for  me.  Now  they  look 
awful,  with  the  lower  leaves  soft  and falling  off. 

ANSWER:  Even  though  well-intentioned,  spouses  often 
just  don’t  provide  one’s  violets  with  the  things  they  need, 
when  they  need  them.  The  violets  are  your  children,  not  his. 
I’m  sure  he  does  much  better  with  the  walking  and  talking 
members  of  the  family.  In  this  case,  he  likely  over-watered 
your  violets.  Probably  being  afraid  that  he  would  forget  to 
water  the  plants  and  they  would  wilt,  he  provided  them  with 
more  than  enough  water,  before  they  needed  it,  to  last  them 
until  you  returned  or  he  remembered  again.  Like  all  children, 
though,  violets  must  be  cared  for  when  they  need  to  be,  not 
when  you  happen  to  remember  to,  and,  also  as  with  chil¬ 
dren,  too  much  of  a  good  thing  can  be  harmful. 

How  much  water  and  the  time  between  watering 
depends  upon  the  size  and  maturity  of  the  plant  and  its  root 
system,  the  size  of  the  pot,  the  soil  medium,  as  well  as  light, 
temperature,  and  humidity.  Over-watering  means  giving  the 
plant  more  water  than  it  is  able  to  use,  given  its  environ¬ 


ment.  Watering  isn’t  “rocket  science”,  but  it  isn’t  routine,  ' 
either.  Some  judgment  and  experience  is  necessary.  If  a  vio¬ 
let  has  been  terribly  over-watered,  it  can  show  the  symp-  I 
toms  you  described.  The  plant  will  begin  to  lose  leaves  as  the  i 

damaged  root  system  is  no  longer  able  to  support  the  same  i 

size  plant.  The  older,  outer,  leaves  will  become  soft  and  ’ 
mushy,  and  will  eventually  rot  and  fall  off. 

If  your  violet  has  been  terribly  over-watered  and  simply 
not  watering  it  further  won’t  keep  it  from  suffering,  you  need  ; 
to  quickly  dry  the  soil  around  its  root  system  and  give  it  a 
fresh  start.  First,  remove  the  entire  plant  from  its  pot  and,  if  ; 
it’s  really  soggy,  gently  squeeze  as  much  water  from  the  soil 
as  possible.  Place  the  plant  atop  some  dry  newspaper.  The 
newspaper  will  absorb  some  of  the  water  in  the  soil.  Leave  i 
it  there  until  the  soil  is  only  moderately  moist. 

Next,  repot  the  plant  into  fresh  soil.  Remove  the  old 
excess  soil  and  all  but  the  freshest,  healthiest  roots  and 
leaves.  Repot  the  plant  using  fresh  soil,  into  a  pot  just  large 
enough  to  accommodate  the  remaining  root  system.  Be  sure 
to  use  a  light,  porous,  soil  mix,  especially  if  you  tend  to  keep 
plants  wet.  Don’t  use  too  large  a  pot  since  roots  can  only  use 
water  within  their  reach.  Excess  soil,  in  which  there  are  no  i 
roots,  will  only  stay  continually  wet,  a  condition  you  are  try¬ 
ing  to  avoid.  Once  repotted,  water  more  sparingly  until  the 
plant  has  begun  to  produce  new  roots. 

^^UESTION:  The flowers  of  my  violet,  ‘Pen  ‘n  Ink’, 

V<  are  getting  brown  edges.  I  grow  this  plant  6"  below  '• 

a  table  lamp  with  an  ordinary  (incandescent)  light  bulb.  I 
water  from  the  bottom  with  a  saucer  once  a  week. 

ANSWER;  Your  violet  is  too  close  to  the  light. 
Incandescent  bulbs  produce  too  much  heat  for  violets  to  be 
grown  this  close  to  them.  This  is  why  most  prefer  to  grow 
violets  under  florescent  lights,  which  produce  much  less  heat 
for  the  amount  of  light  they  provide.  White  (‘Pen  ‘n  Ink’  is 
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white  and  blue)  and  other  light-color  flowered  varieties  can 
be  more  sensitive  to  the  heat.  If  you  must  grow  your  violet 
beneath  that  table  lamp,  1  would  suggest  replacing  the  bulb 
with  a  florescent  one.  They’re  more  expensive,  but  will  last 
longer  and  use  less  electricity,  making  them  cheaper  in  the 
long-run.  Otherwise,  use  the  lamp  only  for  short  periods  of 
time,  to  supplement  the  (natural)  light  that  the  plant  may 
receive  from  other  sources,  like  a  nearby  window. 


j^UESTIONi  1  am  raising  violets  on  trays,  under Jlo- 
rescent  lights.  What  is  the  best  method  for 
increasing  the  humidity  around  the  violets  in  these  trays? 
I’m  not  sure  if  it  should  be  pebbles  or  something  else. 

ANSWER;  I  suppose  that  pebbles  would  work  well,  as 
would  a  number  of  other  methods.  Assuming  that  you  don’t 
want  the  plants  to  actually  draw  water  from  the  bottom  sur¬ 
face  (capillary  matting,  for  example),  just  humidity,  you 
need  only  provide  two  things.  One,  as  much  moist  surface 
area  as  possible,  from  which  water  will  evaporate  and 
increase  humidity  surrounding  the  plants.  Two,  a  platform 
for  the  plant  (pot)  above  the  water  itself  -  you  only  want  to 
increase  humidity,  not  water  the  plant  (capillary  matting 
does  both  of  these) . 

Pebbles  work  by  holding  the  pot  above  the  water  and,  if 
the  pebbles  are  porous,  increasing  the  surface  area  from 
which  water  can  evaporate.  So  long  as  pebbles  aren’t  so  fine 
and  porous  as  to  actually  conduct  water  from  the  tray  to  the 
soil,  they’ll  work  well  (unless  you  wish  to  water  this  way) . 
You  might  also  simply  fill  the  tray  with  water,  or  line  it  with 
a  wet  blanket,  and  hold  the  plant  above  it  on  egg-crating  or 
something  similar  to  it.  Or,  simply  grow  more  violets!  The 
violets  themselves  provide  humidity  by  transpiration  of 
water  from  their  leaf  surfaces.  Having  tens  of  thousands  of 
plants,  we  never  have  a  problem  with  humidity  -  it  practi¬ 
cally  rains  inside  our  growing  area! 


^^UESTION;  /  am  new  to  exhibiting  and  would  like 
some  information  on  disbudding.  My  minis  and 
semiminis  are  beginning  to  bloom  now.  and  our  show  is 
still  two  and  a  half  months  away.  Should  1  disbud  them 
now  to  try  to  get  them  into  full  bloom  for  the  show? 

ANSWER;  Yes.  The  purpose  of  disbudding  is  to  let  the 
foliage  develop  more  fully  and  symmetrically  while  it’s  kept 
from  blooming,  and  to  time  the  moment  that  the  violet  will 
be  in  peak  bloom,  once  disbudding  ceases.  When  done  with 
standard-size  varieties,  disbudding  will  encourage  much 


larger  than  usual  leaves,  and  a  larger  plant.  Since  minis  and 
semiminiatures  are  genetically  limited  to  a  smaller  size,  the 
main  purpose  of  disbudding  becomes  the  “timing”  of  peak 
bloom. 

Depending  upon  your  growing  conditions,  namely  light 
and  temperature,  disbudding  should  be  continued  until  6-10 
weeks  prior  to  the  show  date.  Under  relatively  high  light 
and/or  warm  conditions,  violets  will  need  less  time  to  bloom, 
and  will  need  more  time  if  conditions  are  cooler  or  not  as 
bright.  Experience  will  tell  you  best  how  much  time  to  allow 
them  to  fully  bloom.  Good  luck!  Though  not  every  grower 
has  an  interest  in  growing  plants  for  show,  doing  so  is  an 
educational  process  and  can  help  every  grower,  whether  or 
not  the  plant  is  actually  exhibited.  Growing  for  show  means 
seeking  perfection,  and  this  means  better  understanding 
what  your  plants  need  and  how  to  provide  it. 

^%UESTION;  I  acquired  an  Episcia  that  is  growing 
veiy  well  and  appears  healthy,  producing  lots  of 
stolons,  but  isn ’t flowering.  Any  suggestions? 

ANSWER:  This  is  a  question  I  received  by  phone,  just  a 
few  minutes  ago,  while  I  sat  typing  this  column.  Episcias  are 
a  relative  of  the  African  violet,  and  are  quite  easy  to  grow 
and  bloom,  given  similar  culture.  Most  are  less  tolerant  of 
cooler  temperatures  than  are  violets,  and  most  also  appreci¬ 
ate  a  bit  more  humidity,  if  it  can  be  provided.  That  said,  most 
will  also  do  quite  well  alongside  violets  in  the  same  condi¬ 
tions. 

In  this  case,  the  plant  seems  quite  healthy  and  happy.  So 
happy,  in  fact,  that  it  has  produced  numerous  stolons  (like  a 
strawberry  plant) ,  though  having  forgotten  to  bloom  as  well. 
Here’s  what  we  do  with  our  episcias.  We  start  by  rooting  a 
stolon  in  a  2  1/2"  pot  and,  when  it  outgrows  this,  repot  it 
into  a  4"  pot.  We  continually  remove  any  stolons  that  are 
produced,  keeping  only  the  main,  center,  crown  -  don’t 
worry,  you  can  root  these  stolons!  This  allows  the  main 
crown  to  fully  develop  -  allowing  stolons  to  be  freely  pro¬ 
duced  leads  to  many  smaller  growths,  none  of  which  fully 
develop.  When  this  crown  is  mature,  it  will  easily  produce 
plenty  of  bloom.  At  this  point,  we  allow  stolons  to  grow, 
since  the  plant  has  developed  to  the  point  that  it  can  support 
both  the  additional  stolons  (and  stolons  from  these  stolons) 
as  well  as  bloom  (the  stolons  will  bloom  too).  They  can 
make  a  spectacular  plant! 


Name  of  columnist  replying  is  in  bold  print 
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when  African  violets  were  discovered  in  the  1890’s  and 
brought  to  Europe,  the  primary  interest  in  the  plants  were 
their  flowers.  Although  we  still  grow  African  violets  primari¬ 
ly  for  the  flowers,  their  foliage  or  leaves  have  a  number  of 
attractive  and  unusual  characteristics  as  well.  Hybridizers 
have  only  been  working  with  the  foliage  traits  for  about  the 
last  50  years.  I  recently  heard  from  a  reader  who  questioned 
if  hybridizers  had  really  paid  enough  attention  to  the  various 
traits  that  are  possible  in  the  foliage.  Although  a  great  deal  of 
work  has  been  done  with  the  various  types  of  variegated 
foliage,  it  might  be  true  that  hybridizers  have  focused  their 
efforts  primarily  on  perfecting  the  flat-growing,  overlapping 
foliage  that  is  so  desirable  in  show  plants.  Other  foliage  char¬ 
acteristics  may  have  been  neglected  in  the  process. 
Therefore,  this  column  begins  with  several  questions  about 
some  “interesting”  foliage  combinations  that  might  give 
hybridizers  some  ideas  for  new  possibilities. 

^Can  traits  such  as  girl foliage  or  bustled foliage 
be  combined  with  leaf  variegation? 

A:  Yes,  it  is  easy  to  combine  the  dominant  leaf  traits  with 
variegation.  The  trick  is  to  use  a  variegated  plant  as  the  seed 
parent.  If  the  pollen  parent  has  the  dominant  leaf  trait,  about 
50%  of  offspring  should  have  the  characteristic.  Since  varie¬ 
gation  is  passed  through  the  seed  parent  by  maternal  inheri¬ 
tance,  100%  of  the  offspring  should  have  various  degrees  of 
variegation.  A  large  number  of  the  offspring  should  have 
acceptable  amounts  of  variegation  combined  with  the  domi¬ 
nant  leaf  trait. 

There  have  been  very  few  cultivars  produced  in  the  past 
with  this  combination  of  traits.  I  would  predict  that  this 
would  be  a  very  good  area  for  hybridizers  to  develop  some 


new  types  of  plants.  Try  this  combination  and  see  what  you 
can  develop! 


0^  What  would  be  the  result  if  a  plant  with  longifo- 
0  lia  foliage  were  crossed  with  a  plant  with  girl 

foliage? 

A:  Both  longifolia  and  girl  foliage  are  dominant  genetic 
traits.  The  parents  are  likely  to  be  heterozygous  for  the  trait, 
meaning  they  will  contain  only  one  copy  of  the  trait.  Both 
traits  should  also  be  independent  of  each  other,  so  this 
would  be  a  dihybrid  or  two  trait  cross.  In  genetic  coding  the 
longifolia  plant  would  have  a  genotype  of  Aabb  and  the  girl 
foliage  plant  would  have  a  genotype  of  aaBb.  Crossing  the 
two  together  would  produce  four  types  of  offspring.  About 
25%  of  the  offspring  will  have  longifolia  leaves  (Aabb),  25% 
will  have  girl  foliage  (aaBb),  25%  should  have  plain  foliage 
(aabb),  and  about  25%  should  have  both  longifolia  and  girl 
foliage  (AaBb).  I’m  not  quite  sure  what  the  last  plants  would 
look  like,  but  their  foliage  should  certainly  be  interesting! 


^  What  would  be  the  result  fa  plant  with  bustle 
%^0 foliage  were  crossed  with  a  plant  with  girl 
foliage? 

A:  This  cross  would  be  essentially  identical  to  the  previ¬ 
ous  problem.  Bustle  foliage  is  also  a  genetic  dominant.  The 
results  should  be:  25%  bustle  foliage,  25%  girl  foliage,  25% 
plain  foliage,  and  25%  bustled  girl  foliage.  I  have  some  con¬ 
cerns  as  to  how  the  foliage  of  the  combined  trait  plants  would 
shape  for  show  (both  bustle  and  girl  foliage  are  known  to  be 
very  unruly  growers) ,  but  there  might  be  some  very  interest¬ 
ing  results.  Good  luck! 
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g^How  is  clackamus foliage  inherited?  What  would 
#  be  the  results  oj crossing  clackamus  foliage  with 
age  types? 

A;  One  hybridizer  has  shared  with  me  that  clackamus 
foliage  appears  to  be  a  genetic  dominant  like  longifolia,  girl, 
or  bustled  foliage.  Clackamus  should  be  dominant  to  plain 
foliage  and  be  expressed  in  the  first  generation.  When  com¬ 
bined  with  other  dominant  foliage  traits,  combinations  of 
foliage  characteristics  and  types  should  be  produced  as 
shown  in  the  last  two  questions. 

Clackamus  also  seems  to  be  found  in  smaller  plants. 
Using  this  trait  in  a  cross  might  be  a  good  way  to  produce 
some  miniatures  or  semiminiatures. 


^1  have  never  tried  to  self-pollinate  my  violets. 

What  would  be  the  results  if  1  did? 

A:  Self-pollination  is  when  the  same  flower  or  plant  is 
used  as  both  the  male  and  female  parent  in  a  cross.  This  may 
happen  spontaneously  if  the  stigma  grows  into  the  pollen 
sac,  or  it  may  occur  if  thrips  are  feeding  on  the  blooms.  The 
seeds  from  a  self-pollination  can  be  matured  and  grown  just 
like  seeds  produced  from  a  cross-pollination. 

The  offspring  in  a  self-pollination  will  usually  be  very 
similar  to  the  parent  plant.  Breeding  “like  to  like"  usually  pro¬ 
duces  “like”  offspring.  However,  if  the  parent  has  a  hidden 
recessive  trait  such  as  star  shaped  blooms,  about  25%  of  the 
offspring  will  show  this  trait.  This  will  give  some  variety 
among  the  offspring. 

Hybridizers  will  use  self-pollination  when  they  are  trying 
to  conserve  a  particular  set  of  genetic  traits.  For  example,  I 
have  a  trailer  that  has  blue  flowers,  but  it  carries  the  reces¬ 


sive  for  pink  flowers.  By  using  self-pollination,  I  can  conserve 
the  trailing  habits  of  the  parent,  but  try  for  the  25%  chance 
of  getting  pink  flowers.  This  allows  me  to  keep  the  trailing 
habit,  but  get  a  recessive  gene  for  flower  color  expressed. 

There  is  nothing  wrong  in  using  self-pollination  to  pro¬ 
duce  seed.  However,  if  your  goal  is  a  variety  of  results  in  the 
offspring,  cross-pollination  with  two  different  parents  will 
give  more  variation. 


^Why  do  some  cultivars  stop  reproducing  true 
from  leaves  after  several  generations? 

A:  When  a  leaf  is  used  to  produce  new  plants,  single  cells 
in  the  leaf's  epidermis  are  used  to  start  the  new  plant.  These 
cells  may  have  acquired  mutations  or  genetic  changes.  When 
the  new  plant  is  produced,  these  changes  may  become  appar¬ 
ent  and  the  new  plant  will  be  a  “sport”  and  will  no  longer  be 
true  to  the  original  plant.  Some  cultivars,  such  as  fantasy 
flowers,  are  less  stable  in  their  genetic  makeup  and  are  more 
likely  to  acquire  these  mutations.  When  these  cultivars  are 
reproduced  for  multiple  generations  by  leaf  cuttings,  they  will 
appear  to  stop  producing  true  to  the  original  type.  The  best 
way  to  preserve  these  cultivars  is  to  propagate  them  through 
buds,  such  as  suckers  or  blossom  cuttings.  The  buds  are  more 
stable,  genetically,  than  single  cells  and  the  cultivar  should 
have  a  better  chance  of  remaining  true  to  type. 

If  the  cultivar  is  very  genetically  stable,  it  should  repro¬ 
duce  true  to  type  for  many  generations.  Cultivars  that  are 
reproduced  in  large  quantities  by  our  commercial  growers  are 
often  chosen  specifically  for  this  stability.  This  allows  the 
commercial  growers  to  produce  thousands  of  plants  that  will 
be  identical  to  the  original. 


Don't  Forget,  There  Are 
The  Awards  For  The  2001 


Changes  In 
Convention! 


Beginning  with  the  Chicago  Convention  in  2001, 1  must 
receive  all  specific  variety  awards  by  July  15,  2000.  These 
awards  will  be  listed  separately  in  the  September  African 
Violet  Magazine.  The  purpose  of  this  is  to  give  everyone  an 
equal  opportunity  to  grow  a  particular  variety.  In  the  past, 
this  information  has  appeared  in  the  January  AVM.  By  the 
time  you  received  your  magazine  and  attended  convention, 
there  was  not  enough  time  to  grow  a  specific  variety  unless 
you  already  owned  it.  We  hope  this  change  will  make  it  more 
equitable  for  everyone. 

I  am  now  accepting  awards  for  the  Chicago  Convention 
in  2001.  Won’t  you  send  in  your  awards  before  your  club 

vacations  for  the  summer?  BE  AN  EARLY  BIRD!  Make  your 


checks  payable  in  U.S.  funds  to  AVSA  Convention  Fund  and 
mail  them  along  with  the  name  and  address  of  a  contact 
person  to: 

Mrs.  Linda  L.  Golubski 
1416  N.W.  A  Street 
Blue  Springs,  MO  64015 
816-229-2051  after  6:00  P.M.  CST 

golubski@kc.net 


ATTENTION  COMMERCIALS: 

Please  don’t  forget  that  we  will  gladly  accept  a  gift 
certificate  from  your  company  for  plants  or  supplies. 
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A1  &  Cathy  Cornibe 
197  Archer  Drive 
Santa  Cruz,  CA  95060 
email:  acomibe@rmcpmLcom 


“ANYONE” 

CAN  GROW  AFRICAN  VIOLETS 


It’s  is  easy  to  grow  beautiful  African  violets;  anyone  can 
do  it.  A  “green  thumb”  is  not  necessary,  all  you  need  to  know 
is  what  they  like  and  dislike. 

WATER 

African  violets  like  to  be  kept  a  little  on  the  moist  side, 
not  too  wet  or  too  dry.  Although  more  plants  die  from  over¬ 
watering,  undenvatering  can  be  just  as  deadly. 

Overwatering  an  African  violet  causes  stress  to  the  roots, 
which  can  cause  the  plant  to  wilt.  If 
the  overwatering  continues,  the 
roots  will  eventually  rot  and  the 
plant  will  die. 

Sooner  or  later,  we  all  accidentally 
overwater  a  plant.  To  minimize  the 
damage  to  your  African  violet,  put 
several  sheets  of  newspaper  or  paper 
towels  under  the  pot  to  absorb  the 
excess  water. 

Since  underwatering  also  causes 
stress  to  the  roots,  wilting  can  occur.  If  a 
plant  is  forced  to  go  without  water  for 
too  long,  it  will  die. 

Because  life  is  so  hectic,  everyone  for¬ 
gets  to  water  his  or  her  plants  once  in  a 
while.  If  the  potting  mix  is  extremely  dry, 
give  each  plant  only  a  small  amount  of 
water  at  first.  Then,  gradually,  maybe  once  or 
twice  an  hour,  give  each  plant  a  little  more  water  until  the 
potting  mix  is  moist  again. 

Use  lukewarm  water,  due  to  the  fact  that  they  don’t  like 
their  roots  to  be  cold.  Water  from  various  sources,  such  as 


tap,  bottled,  reverse  osmosis  and  rain  work  well  but  never 
use  water  that  has  been  through  a  water  softener. 

African  violets  like  to  be  watered  from  the  top  or  bottom. 
How  they  get  the  water  isn’t  really  important  but  what  is 
important  is  that  you  find  a  watering  method  that  helps  you 
to  avoid  underwatering  or  overwatering  your  plants. 

FOOD 

They  like  to  be  fed.  There  are  many  excellent  fertilizers 
on  the  market  for  African  violets.  Basically,  the  numbers  on 
the  label  list  the  percentage  of  nitrogen  (for  foliage) , 
phosphorus  (for  blooms),  and  potassium 
(for  overall  health) . 

Your  plants  will  show  you  what 
they  need.  For  example,  if  your 
plants  haven’t  bloomed  in  a  long 
time,  they  probably  need  a  fertilizer 
with  a  higher  middle  number  to 
encourage  them  to  bloom.  If  their 
leaves  look  pale,  they  probably  need 
a  fertilizer  with  a  higher  first  number 
to  improve  their  foliage. 

Beginners  often  make  the  mistake  of  using  too  much 
fertilizer,  which  can  damage  the  roots. 
We  only  l/8th  of  a  teaspoon  of  fertil¬ 
izer  to  a  gallon  of  warm  water  and 
our  plants  are  healthy  and  bloom 
year-round.  We  feed  them  con¬ 
stantly,  except  one  for  or  two  weeks 
after  a  show. 

To  flush  away  accumulated  fertili¬ 
zer  salts,  “leach”  each  plant  by  pouring 
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plain  lukewarm  water  over  the  potting  mix  for  several 
minutes.  If  your  African  violets  are  being  repotted  often, 
leaching  is  not  as  important. 

LIGHT 

African  violets  like  natural  light,  artificial  light,  or  a 
combination  of  the  tv/o.  Although  they  need  sufficient  light 
in  order  to  bloom,  they  dislike  direct,  full  sun, 
which  can  burn  their  leaves. 

Your  plants  will  tell  you  if  they  like  or  dis¬ 
like  the  amount  of  light  that  they  are  receiv¬ 
ing,  just  look  at  them.  When  they  are  receiv¬ 
ing  too  much  light,  African  violets  will  be  too 
compact.  The  centers  will  be  tight  and  the 
leaves  will  be  hard  and  brittle.  When  they  are 
not  receiving  enough  light,  they  will  only  pro¬ 
duce  a  few  blooms,  if  any.  The  leaves  will  grow  upwards  and 
the  petioles  will  be  too  long. 

SOIL 

They  like  to  be  repotted.  When  African  violets  haven’t 
been  repotted  in  a  long  time,  they  will  start  to 
look  unhealthy  and  eventually  stop  growing 
and  blooming. 

If  your  plant  has  a  long  neck,  similar  to  a 
palm  tree,  it  definitely  needs  to  be  repotted! 
In  general,  standard  African  violets  should  be 
repotted  at  least  once  a  year.  Miniatures  and 
semiminiatures  are  usually  repotted  more 
often,  especially  to  keep  them  small. 

There  are  many  good  potting  mixes  on  the 
market  for  African  violets.  In  general,  they  like  a  light,  loose, 
porous  potting  mix.  If  your  mix  stays  too  wet,  add  a  little  per¬ 
lite,  vermiculite,  or  both  to  the  mix.  A  layer  of  coarse  perlite, 
at  the  bottom  of  the  pot,  can  improve  drainage, 

POTS 

Pots  are  available  in  various  styles,  sizes,  and  colors. 
African  violets  will  like  whatever  you  put  them  into  as  long 
as  it  doesn’t  keep  the  potting  mix  too  soggy  which  will 
encourage  root  rot.  Many  growers  prefer  plastic  pots  because 
they  are  lightweight,  have  drainage  holes,  and  are  easy  to 
clean. 

If  you  plan  on  entering  your  African 
violets  in  an  AVSA  judged  show,  be  sure  to 
read  the  show  schedule  to  find  out  what  is  per¬ 
mitted. 

Regarding  the  size  of  the  pot,  a  standard 
African  violet  should  be  in  a  pot  that  is  one- 
third  of  its  diameter.  Simply  use  a  tape  measure 
to  find  the  diameter  of  the  plant.  An  African  vio¬ 
let  that  is  12  inches  in  diameter,  for  example, 
should  be  in  a  4-inch  pot.  Miniatures  and  semiminia- 
tures  are  usually  in  pots  that  are  2  1/2  inches  or  less.  Always 


label  each  pot  with  the  African  violets’  correct  name  and  the 
date  it  was  repotted. 


TEMPERATURE 

African  violets  like  the  same  temperatures  that  you  do. 
When  you  are  comfortable,  they  are  comfortable.  If  possible, 
try  to  avoid  extreme  temperature  changes. 

When  temperatures  drop  below  60 
degrees  for  extended  periods,  their 
growth  can  slow  down  or  stop.  The 
.  •  7*  cold  can  also  cause  centers  to 

become  tight  and  leaves  to  curl. 
Temperature  above  90  degrees  can 
also  interfere  with  their  growth  and 
cause  bloom  stalks  to  be  too  short. 
If  you  grow  your  African  violets  under 
artificial  light,  use  the  lights  to  your  advan¬ 
tage.  In  the  winter,  for  example,  use  a  timer  to  turn  the  lights 
on  at  night  and  off  during  the  day.  Since  the  lights  generate 
some  heat,  it  might  be  enough  to  keep  your  plants  more 
comfortable. 


HUMIDITY 

African  violets  “love”  high  humidity.  Although  violets 
will  grow  in  low  humidity  they  won’t  do  as  well.  When  we 
keep  the  humidity  around  60%,  our 
plants  are  much  healthier;  leaves 
are  softer  and  shinier,  and 
blooms  last  longer. 

There  are  many  ways  to 
increase  humidity.  African  violets 
can  be  misted,  just  be  sure  the 
leaves  are  completely  dry  before 
subjecting  them  to  direct  sunlight, 
otherwise  the  leaves  will  get  burned.  A  vaporizer  or 
humidifier  can  be  used  to  add  moisture  to  the  air.  Ifays  or 
saucers  with  water  can  be  placed  in  the  room  with  your 
violets  to  provide  more  moisture. 


ROTATING 

They  like  to  be  rotated.  Since  African  violets 
grow  towards  the  light,  as  most  house 
plants  do,  they  can  become  “lopsided”  if 
you  don’t  rotate  them.. 

Some  growers  rotate  their  plants 
a  quarter  of  a  turn  (90  degrees)  every 
time  they  water,  others  rotate  their 
plants  a  half  of  a  turn  (180  degrees).  It 
doesn’t  matter  when  you  rotate  them,  or 
how  much,  just  rotate  them  so  they  won’t  become  lopsided. 

African  violets  are  easy  to  grow!  All  you  need  to  do  is 
provide  them  with  the  conditions  that  they  like  and  avoid  the 
conditions  that  they  dislike.  You  will  have  beautiful,  blooming 
African  violets  ail  year  long. 
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^  AFRICAN  VIOLET  CLUB  OF 

GREATER  ATLANTA,  GA  - 
Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Mindi  Brooke, 
Favorite  Child,  Noitex’s  Snowkist  Haven;  Best  in  Shovv/Best 
Standard:  Mindi  Brooke;  Best  Semiminiature:  Precious  Pink; 
Best  Trailer:  Rob’s  Toorooka,  Lois  Duvall.  Best  Miniature: 
Knight  Magic,  Jerry  Norton.  Best  Gesneriad:  Smithiantha 
zebrina,  Kathy  Spissman.  Best  Design,  Beverly  Moffatt. 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Cathy  Carter. 


GEORGIAN  AV  JUDGES  SOCIETY,  GA  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Coral  Glo,  Apache  Freedom,  Gala 
Pink;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Toorooka, 
Dancin’  Trail,  Milky  Way  Trail;  Best  Standard:  Optimara 
Renoir;  Best  Trailer:  Milky  Way  Trail;  Best  in  Show/Best 
Semiminiature:  Pink  Pizazz;  Best  Miniature:  Pink  Dove; 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Lois  Duvall.  Best  Design,  Kay 
Redhorse. 

OAKVILLE  AVS,  ONTARIO  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Aca’s  Canadian  Wonder,  Harbor  Blue, 
Splendiferous;  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard:  Harbor  Blue; 
Best  Semiminiature:  Candy  Crystals;  Best  Species: 
Saintpaulia  ionantha-,  Best  Gesneriad:  Episcia  ‘Strawberry 
Patch’;  Best  Design;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Eva 
Lindstol.  Design  Sweepstakes,  Josefina  Fitzwilliam. 
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Barbara  Elkin 

Vintage  Violets  Committee 
2855  Gayle  Lane 
Auburn,  CA  95602-9674 
email:  jabar@Joothillnet 


With  very  few  exceptions  AVSA  CONVENTIONS  are 
held  in  the  wonderful  months  of  April  and  May.  It’s  a 
wonderful  time  of  year,  the  trees,  flowers  and  grass  have 
come  back  to  life.  Everything,  including  violet  growers,  are 
rejuvenated. 

A  fascinating  assemblage  of  people  unite  at  the 
convention  site  with  one  thing  in  common  -  'VIOLETS.  It’s 
not  where  the  convention  is  -  IT’S  THE  PEOPLE  YOU  SEE 
ONLY  ONCE  A  YEAR  and  the  VIOLETS!!! 

At  every  convention  I  come  away  with  more  knowledge 
about  our  African  violet  heritage.  More  locations  for  plants  on  The  AVSA  Most  Wanted  List.  However,  with  my  age  and  memo¬ 
ry,  I  would  prefer  that  you  give  that  information  to  me  in  writing.  You  might  want  to  remember  that  the  “hurrier  I  go,  the  behin- 
der  I  get”,  and  that  1  usually  leave  my  mind  in  my  other  purse.  Please  refer  to  the  entire  list  of  AVSA  Most  Wanted  in  the  March 
issue  of  the  AVM  and  let  me  know  if  you  have  any  of  these  plants.  Your  response  in  the  past  has  been  really  appreciated.  Keep 
up  the  good  work. 

A  source  for  ‘Antique  Elegance’  was  found  in  of  all  places.  South  Africa.  I  will  have  leaves  coming  this  spring.  This  plant  has 
been  on  the  wanted  list  since  1996.  Thanks  Corrie,  I  really  appreciate  your  help.  Do  you  remember  ‘Hot  Lips’?  Well,  it  turned  up 
in  New  Zealand.  Thanks  to  you,  Karen,  for  your  help. 

I’m  looking  forward  to  spring  and  the  Omaha  Convention.  See  you  there! 

AVSA’S  MOST  WANTED:  ‘Artist  Dream’  (Eyerdom)  and  ‘Great  Scot  ’(Anderson) 
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COULD  THERE  BE  A  PROBLEM  WITH  TOO  MUCH  LIGHT? 

by  C.A,  Cromer  821  El  Avado  Ave.  •  Lincoln,  NE 


Much  has  been  written  about  the  importance  of 
supplemental  light  for  African  violets.  In  fact,  much  of 
the  popularity  enjoyed  by  African  violets  can  be  attrib¬ 
uted  to  the  development  of  the  fluorescent  light.  When 
I  started  growing  them  over  25  years  ago,  fluorescent 
lights  were  a  must  for  growing  attractive  plants. 

We  have  programs  on  lighting,  tubes,  and  auto¬ 
matic  timers  in  our  local  club  (the  Lincoln  African  Violet 
Society),  and  we  conducted  experiments  to  see  if  the 
results  of  light  variations  agreed  with  recommendations 
from  others. 

When  I  constructed  shelves  for  my  violet  collection, 
I  incorporated  every  recommendation  I  could  find  at  the 
time.  The  resulting  stands  were  quite  satisfactory. 
Through  controlled  lighting,  it  was  possible  to  achieve  a 
compact,  symmetrical  plant  with  good  bloom. 

Over  a  period  of  years,  however,  I  noticed  that 
certain  varieties  did  not  respond  well  Other  members  of 
our  club  were  having  the  same  problem.  We  decided 
that  there  were  some  violets  which  didn’t  do  well  under 
conditions  in  our  area.  We  called  them  “poor  perform¬ 
ers”.  When  we  made  out  our  lists  of  25  favorite  plants 
each  year,  not  much  thought  was  given  to  why  some 
plants  grew  better  than  others.  We  knew  that  each 
violet  variety  had  varying  tolerances,  but  we  were  not 
sure  why. 

I  seemed  to  have  more  trouble  from  tight  centers, 
together  with  considerable  brittleness  and  distorted 
growth  of  new  leaves,  growing  from  the  crown.  Center 
tightness  could  be  alleviated  somewhat  by  thinning 
unneeded  leaves  so  the  blossoms  could  come  through. 
I  also  noticed  that  when  plants  were  placed  in  the  out¬ 
side  rows  on  the  shelf,  the  tight  center  problem  was 
reduced. 

A  symptom  of  excessive  light  among  other  varieties 
was  yellow  blotching  on  the  outer  leaves.  This  was 
especially  noticeable  in  varieties  such  as  ‘Melodic  Kimi’ 
and  ‘Alwyn’.  We  discussed  this  problem  during  club 
meetings  since  other  members  were  experiencing  the 
same  reactions.  We  mistakenly  agreed  that  the  blotch¬ 
ing  was  caused  from  fertilizer  burn,  so  some  of  us 
changed  fertilizers  and  fertilizer  amounts.  The  blotching 
still  persisted  and  eventually  developed  into  yellow- 
edged  leaves.  Some  older  leaves  appeared  as  if  they 
were  bleached  to  a  lighter  shade  of  green. 

The  clue  to  the  problem  came  from  members  who 
grew  the  affected  varieties  in  natural  light.  They  were 
producing  plants  without  blotching  and  yellowing  of  the 
outside  leaves.  In  their  case,  however,  plants  were  not 
as  compact  as  those  grown  under  fluorescent  lights. 

Indications  of  too  much  light  for  other  varieties  may 
include  extreme  flatness  of  the  leaves,  dull  foliage, 
stunted  growth,  increased  suckering,  blossoms  under 
the  leaves,  shortened  petioles,  and  increased  mutation 


or  reverting  of  fantasied  varieties. 

Correcting  over-lighting  can  be  done  in  a  number  of 
ways.  The  most  apparent  would  be  to  increase  the 
distance  between  the  light  source  and  the  plants. 
However,  with  the  fixed  shelves  which  most  of  us  have, 
another  option  must  be  sought. 

A  very  important  step  is  early  identification.  Plants 
showing  light  stress  should  be  moved  to  the  outside 
rows  and  toward  the  ends  of  the  shelves.  We  have 
always  been  told  that  variegated  plants  need  more  light, 
so  they  should  be  placed  in  the  center.  My  experience  is 
that  this  may  be  true  for  most  variegates  but  not  for  all. 
I  have  tried  grouping  the  light-sensitive  varieties  on  one 
shelf  and  cutting  down  the  timer  an  hour  or  two.  Since 
I  have  several  shelves  on  one  timer,  1  am  restricted  to 
some  extent  in  this  practice.  I  am  even  experimenting 
with  natural  lighting  during  a  part  of  the  growth  process 
and  have  had  some  encouraging  results.  Perhaps  with 
better  planning  and  management,  regulating  light 
sources  and  amounts  could  be  a  more  effective  practice. 

There  are  other  tactics  which  I  find  to  be  quite 
helpful.  I  do  a  lot  of  reaiianging  of  plants  on  a  shelf  and 
from  shelf  to  shelf.  We  have  always  been  told  that 
violets  on  the  outside  row  of  the  shelf  need  to  be  rotated 
toward  the  light,  but  changing  position  on  the  shelf  is 
also  a  good  practice. 

1  am  changing  to  25  watt  fluorescent  tubes  for 
some  shelves.  I  am  assuming  that  if  a  40  watt  cool 
white  tube  produces  3100  lumens,  by  proportion,  a  25 
watt  cool  white  tube  would  produce  about  1900 
lumens.  Alternating  one  cool  white  tube  and  a  gro-lux 
tube  in  the  same  fixture  will  reduce  tight  centers  but  is 
much  more  costly.  I  have  been  advised  by  a  lighting 
specialist  not  to  use  a  25  watt  and  a  40  watt  tube  in  the 
same  fixture  because  it  will  shorten  the  life  of  the 
ballast.  I  am  aware  that  different  wattage  tubes  in  the 
same  fixture  will  work,  but  I  am  unsure  about  the  long 
term  effect  on  the  ballast. 

Excessive  lighting  is  a  topic  which  has  not  been 
addressed  to  any  great  extent  in  violet  literature.  My 
best  estimate  is  that  light  stress  is  a  factor  in  growing 
about  one-third  of  the  violets  in  my  collection,  some  of 
those  to  a  greater  or  lesser  extent.  One  of  our  club  mem¬ 
bers  said  that  her  way  of  coping  with  the  problem  of 
poor  performance  was  to  dump  those  varieties  which 
didn’t  respond  well  to  her  growing  conditions. 
Personally,  I  find  there  is  a  satisfaction  in  growing  a  par¬ 
ticular  variety  better  than  I  ever  have  before.  I  think  rec¬ 
ognizing  the  light  tolerance  for  each  cultivar  and  mak¬ 
ing  the  adjustments  necessary,  according  to  the  growth 
indications,  will  contribute  to  growing  a  better  plant. 

I  would  appreciate  hearing  from  growers  who  have 
noticed  light  stress  for  certain  African  violets  during  the 
growing  process. 
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Pat  Richards 
15105  S.  Seminole  Drive 
Olathe,  KS  66062-3004 
email:  Patter257@aol.com 


This  month  we  are  treated  to  the  growing  hints  of  another  giest  columnist,  Kathy  Lahti,  ojAnnandale,  MN.  For  those  of  you  who 
are  unfamiliar  with  Kathy's  growing  skills,  simply  look  back  through  covers  of  the  African  Violet  Magazine  over  the  past  Jive  years,  where 
you  ’ll find  several  examples  of  the  African  violet  miniatures  and  semiminiatures  she  grows  to  absolute  perfection!  As  Best  in  Show  win¬ 
ner  at  the  Atlanta  1996  AVSA  Convention  show  with  an  incredibly  well-grown  ‘Beginner’s Luck’ ,  and  an  almost  continuous  winners  table 
award  winner,  Kathy  has  lots  of  good,  sound  information  to  share. 


Miniature  and  semiminiature  African  violets  contend  for 
top  awards  all  over  the  world.  Since  I  began  growing  them  for 
show  about  25  years  ago,  hybridizers  have  continually 
improved  them.  The  result  has  been  freer  blooming  plants  that 
are  less  likely  to  sucker  and  are  available  in  many  different 
types,  with  beautiful  combinations  of  foliage  and  blossom 
color. 

Choosing  Plants 

When  choosing  plants  to  grow  for  show,  I  try  to  select  only 
superior  varieties.  At  local  and  national  shows  I  watch  closely 
for  African  violets  that  might  have  potential  for  being  out¬ 
standing  show  plants.  I  look  for  the  following  qualities  in  a 
plant:  ( 1 )  Heavy  bloom  -  Make  sure  the  variety  blooms  true  to 
the  hybridizer’s  description.  (2)  Foliage  -  Choose  plants  that 
have  overlapping  leaves  that  form  a  rosette.  Some  varieties 
have  a  more  open  growth  habit  and  do  not  have  overlapping 
leaves.  These  are  more  challenging  to  work  with. 

When  ordering  new  plants  or  leaves  by  mail,  I  read  the 
hybridizer’s  description  carefully  to  determine  whether  the 
plant  might  have  potential.  Of  course,  not  all  of  them  make  it 
as  show  quality  plants.  Those  that  do  not  are  given  away  as 
gifts  or  sold  at  our  society’s  sales  for  others  to  enjoy. 

Propagation 

I  prefer  to  propagate  African  violets  using  suckers  or 
leaves.  I’ve  done  some  blossom  stem  propagation  with  suc¬ 
cess.  Suckers  or  leaves  are  placed  in  a  3  oz.  Solo  cup  (available 
in  most  grocery  and  discount  stores)  in  a  mixture  of  one  part 
perlite;  four  parts  vermiculite;  one-half  part  fine  charcoal,  and 
two  parts  milled  sphagnum  moss.  They  are  watered  thorough¬ 
ly,  slipped  into  plastic  baggies  and  tied  closed  until  plantlets 
appear  on  the  leaves  or  the  suckers  appear  to  be  rooted. 

Plastic  wrap  also  works  well  for  providing  the  necessary 


humidity  while  a  root  system  is  forming.  Use  enough  plastic 
wrap  to  cover  the  leaf  or  sucker  and  part  of  the  pot,  then  put  a 
rubber  band  around  the  plastic  wrap  under  the  rim  of  the  pot 
to  secure  it.  When  using  this  method,  you  may  need  to  watch 
the  rooting  medium  more  closely  to  assure  that  it  doesn’t  dry 
out,  because  the  wrap  doesn’t  cover  the  pot  completely. 

Potting 

When  plantlets  are  big  enough  or  suckers  are  well  rooted, 
I  pot  them  into  2",  2-1/4",  or  2-1/2"  plastic  pots.  A  little  medi¬ 
um  size  charcoal  and  perlite  are  placed  in  the  bottom  of  all  my 
pots  before  adding  the  soil  and  plant.  All  miniatures  are  grown 
in  2"  or  2-1/4"  pots;  semiminiatures  in  2-1/2"  pots.  If  a  semi¬ 
miniature  shows  a  tendency  to  grow  beyond  the  eight  inch 
limit,  it  also  is  placed  in  a  2"  or  2-1/4"  pot.  If  this  doesn’t  help 
to  keep  it  under  control,  I  dispose  of  the  plant. 

African  violets  have  a  very  fine  root  system.  They  need  a 
loose,  porous,  slightly  acid  potting  mix  with  good  drainage.  I 
use  a  soilless  mix  that  1  purchase  from  our  local  society. 

Ideally,  miniatures  and  semiminiatures  should  be  repotted 
every  three  to  six  months.  All  my  plants  are  repotted  back  into 
a  clean,  same-size  pot.  To  do  this,  I  carefully  remove  the  plant 
from  its  pot,  take  off  all  old  leaves,  which  are  usually  smaller 
than  the  new  ones,  and  trim  the  bottom  of  the  rootball  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  length  of  the  plant’s  neck.  Put  a  little  fresh  soil  in 
the  bottom  of  the  pot,  place  plant  in  the  pot  and  add  soil  to 
bring  the  level  nearly  to  the  top  of  the  pot.  Then  water  the 
plant. 

The  plants  should  have  three  to  four  rows  of  leaves. 
Sometimes  when  repotting  you’ll  end  up  with  one  or  two  rows, 
but  the  plant  should  fill  itself  out  in  three  or  four  months.  If  you 
end  up  with  one  row,  or  just  the  center,  it’s  going  to  take  up  to 
six  months  to  fill  out.  Then  again,  it  depends  on  the  plant. 
Some  grow  a  little  faster  than  others. 
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Water 

Use  warm  or  room  temperature  water.  Do  not  use  water 
that  has  been  flowing  through  a  water  softener. 

I  made  a  watering  device  that  has  lightened  my  watering 
chores.  I  purchased  a  small  submersible  pump  (available  at 
garden  centers  that  sell  fountains;  mine  is  called  Little  Giant  - 
PE-I  series) ,  and  attached  a  clear  vinyl  hose  and  a  watering 
wand.  The  vinyl  hose  is  available  at  hardware  stores  and  the 
watering  wand  at  garden  centers  that  sell  replacement  parts  for 
pump  garden  sprayers.  At  the  end  of  the  watering  wand  is  a 
nozzle  used  for  adjustment  when  spraying.  I  just  drilled  the 
hole  a  little  bi^er  to  get  a  nice,  steady  stream  of  water  when  I 
press  the  control  valve.  The  submersible  pump  is  then  placed 
in  a  five-gallon  pail  with  fertilizer  water. 

Under  the  conditions  in  my  plant  room,  individually  top¬ 
watering  once  a  week  works  best  for  me.  By  top-watering,  I 
feel  I  have  better  control  of  my  plants.  Each  plant  has  its  own 
saucer.  If  excess  water  remains  in  the  saucers  after  a  half  hour, 
it  is  emptied.  While  the  temperature  in  my  plant  room  stays 
around  68  to  70  degrees,  the  humidity  varies  from  season  to 
season. 

Fertilizer 

So  far  as  fertilizers  go,  1  use  a  variety  of  them.  You  name 
it,  I’ve  used  it.  I  wouldn’t  want  to  eat  the  same  food  every 
week.  If  my  African  violets  could  talk,  they  would  probably  say 
the  same  thing.  All  fertilizers  contain  different  elements  in 
varying  quantities.  By  rotating  fertilizers,  I  feel  I  am  providing 
every  nutrient  they  need. 

I  try  to  use  even-numbered  fertilizers,  such  as  14-12-14, 
fish  emulsion  (5-1-1),  or  20-20-20  until  three  months  before 
show.  Then  I  switch  to  higher  phosphate  fertilizers,  such  as 
12-36-14,  3-12-6,  14-32-18,  8-14-9,  or  15-30-15,  to  name 
a  few.  I  use  the  constant  feed  method  and  fertilize  every  time 
I  water,  using  fertilizer  at  one-quarter  to  one-eighth  strength. 
Every  four  to  six  weeks  I  use  plain  water. 

Light 

Providing  the  proper  amount  of  light  is  critical  when  grow¬ 
ing  African  violets  for  show.  Cultivars  differ  in  the  amount  of 
light  they  need.  Plants  with  dark  foliage  generally  need  more 
light  than  plants  with  light  or  variegated  foliage. 

At  the  moment,  my  light  fixtures  contain  one  40-watt  cool 
white  and  one  Gro-Lux  bulb.  I  have  also  used  just  two  40-watt 
cool  white  bulbs  in  my  fixtures  with  veiy  good  success.  My 
lights  are  on  a  timer  twelve  hours  a  day  all  the  time.  My  plants 
are  six  to  twelve  inches  from  the  tubes.  How  closely  you  place 
your  plants  to  the  light  tubes  depends  on  how  old  the  tubes  are 
and  on  the  plants  themselves.  You  need  to  watch  how  your 
plants  are  reacting  to  the  light  and  move  them  to  locations 
under  the  lights  where  they  do  best. 

Pests  and  Diseases 

I  have  not  had  to  deal  with  many  pests.  This  is  fortunate 


because  I’m  not  real  excited  about  using  chemicals.  One  remedy 
that  I  will  use,  if  necessary,  is  Safer’s  Insecticidal  Soap 
Concentrate.  However,  the  most  effective  remedy,  I  have  found, 
is  to  isolate  new  plants  until  you  are  sure  they  are  pest-free. 

If  I  see  powdery  mildew  on  my  African  violets,  I  use 
rubbing  alcohol  (70%)  at  a  ratio  of  two  parts  water  to  one  part 
alcohol  mixed  in  a  spray  bottle  and  misted  on  the  plants. 

Getting  Ready  for  Show 

Most  miniatures  and  semiminiatures  respond  very  well  to 
disbudding.  By  disbudding,  foliage  gaps  become  less  noticeable 
or  disappear  when  the  plant  receives  adequate  light  and  a 
balanced  diet.  My  plants  are  disbudded  all  the  time  up  to  about 
eight  to  six  weeks  before  a  show.  How  long  you  disbud  before 
a  show  depends  on  the  variety  and  your  growing  conditions. 
Pay  attention  to  how  long  it  takes  your  plant  to  come  into 
bloom.  Then  you’ll  know  how  to  time  it  in  the  future.  You 
might  think  you  have  your  plants  figured  out,  but  they  don’t 
always  cooperate.  The  outdoor  weather  and  changes  of  the 
season  can  also  affect  your  plants.  They  seem  to  know  when 
the  weather  or  season  changes  even  though  they  are  indoors. 

Grooming  your  African  violets  the  week  of  a  show  is  espe¬ 
cially  critical.  Remove  all  yellowed  or  marred  leaves  unless  this 
drastically  upsets  the  symmetry  of  the  plant.  Check  your  plants 
very  carefully  for  suckers  (growth  that  shov^^s  four  leaves  but 
no  evidence  of  a  bud).  Remove  tired-looking  or  spent  blos¬ 
soms.  Most  dirt  and  debris  can  be  removed  from  the  foliage  by 
brushing  gently  with  a  soft  brush.  If  your  plants  are  extremely 
dusty  or  dirty,  give  them  a  bath  with  tepid  water,  being  careful 
not  to  get  water  on  the  blossoms.  Blot  up  water  drops  that 
remain  on  the  foliage  so  leaves  don’t  end  up  water-spotted 
when  you  place  them  back  under  the  lights. 

Traveling  to  Shows 

When  traveling  to  our  local  shows,  I  nestle  my  plants  in 
boxes  containing  soft  shredded  paper.  When  traveling  by 
plane  to  convention,  I  use  Mary  Ann  Switzer’s  idea  in  the 
April  1994  AV  magazine,  pages  48  and  49,  on  how  to  make 
a  travel  case.  Ihke  a  Rubbermaid  box  that  will  fit  under  your 
seat  in  the  airplane  or  in  the  overhead  bin.  Purchase  styro¬ 
foam  headboard  insulation  three-quarters  to  one  inch  thick. 
Cut  it  so  it  fits  tightly  in  the  Rubbermaid  box.  Then  cut  holes, 
staggering  them  in  the  styrofoam  so  pots  fit  very  tightly  and 
plants  do  not  touch.  When  my  box  of  plants  needs  to  be  put 
in  the  overhead  compartment,  I  don’t  worry  about  the  plants 
shifting.  Seven  or  eight  plants,  depending  on  the  size  of  the 
plants,  usually  fit  in  a  box.  My  plants  have  always  traveled 
very  well  this  way. 

These  growing  techniques  work  for  me.  This  doesn’t  mean 
they  will  work  for  everyone.  If  you  are  having  success  with 
what  you’re  doing,  continue  doing  it.  I  hope  I’ve  motivated 
more  of  you  to  grow  and  show  miniatures  and  semiminiatures. 
If  you  don’t  succeed  the  first  time,  keep  trying. 

Have  fun  growing  the  small  ones! 
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Do  They  Want  To  Return? 

Bev  Promersberger  -  Affiliate  Committee 
P.O.  Box  646 
Clintwood,  VA  24228 
email  <clubs@avsa.org> 


We  began  the  New  Year  in  the  January  Affiliate  column 
with  a  new  series  to  help  you  keep  your  members  active.  We 
discussed  five  ways  to  keep  your  new  members  active,  happy 
and  growing.  Keeping  that  thought  in  mind,  I  would  like  to 
share  five  more  ways  to  keep  those  new  members  coming. 

1 .  Consider  appointing  a  hospitality  committee  who  not  only 
has  the  responsibility  of  greeting  your  visitors  and  new 
members  but  who  makes  arrangements  for  a  more 
experienced  member  to  visit  a  new  member.  It’s  not  always 
practical  as  sometimes  members  live  some  distance  from 
one  another.  Many  clubs  have  what  is  called  a  “buddy” 
system.  An  experienced  grower  is  paired  with  a  new  mem¬ 
ber  for  the  purpose  of  answering  questions,  guiding  and 
teaching.  This  system  can  be  carried  a  step  further  by  hav¬ 
ing  the  older  member  invite  the  new  member  to  join 
him/her  in  working  together  on  a  show  committee. 

2.  One  club  to  which  I  belonged  had  a  roll  call  question.  It  was 
a  way  of  taking  attendance  by  asking  a  question  pertinent 
to  the  program.  For  instance,  let’s  say  that  the  program  is 
on  “lighting.”  The  roll  call  question  could  be,  “Do  you  grow 
under  artificial  light  or  in  natural  light,  or  both?”  This  can 
be  very  helpful  in  several  ways.  The  new  grower  learns  the 
method  of  lighting  used  by  the  majority  of  the  club’s  mem¬ 
bers  and  knows  who  to  seek  out  for  help.  It  can  help  the 
membership  to  know  the  needs  of  the  new  members.  And, 
the  speaker  knows  where  to  place  his  emphasis.  One  of  the 
questions  I  always  thought  most  helpful  was  one  com¬ 
monly  asked  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  club  year.  “What 
programs  do  you  want  to  see  planned  next  year?”  This  is 
a  great  way  to  make  sure  the  needs  and  interests  of  the 
new  members  are  met. 

3.  How  about  a  “kitty”  table?  This  is  veiy  helpful  for  new  mem¬ 
bers  and  is  an  easy  way  to  get  them  hooked.  Members 
donate  leaves  and  starter  plants  to  the  “kitty”  table  at  each 
meeting  to  be  sold  for  donations  or  very  reasonable  prices 
($.25,  $.50)  .  Members  and  visitors  can  go  home  from  the 
meetings  with  new  goodies.  It  works  especially  well  when 
the  donated  leaves  and  plants  coincide  with  the  program.  For 
example,  if  the  program  is  on  growing  miniatures  and  semi¬ 
miniatures,  the  “kitty”  table  chairman  could  request  donated 
leaves  and  plants  be  miniatures  and  semiminiatures. 
However,  no  leaves  or  starter  plants  are  rejected  as  long  as 


they  are  clean  and  pest  free.  Other  possibilities  include  trail¬ 
er  crowns  and  leaves  to  coincide  with  a  trailer  program, 
“other  gesneriad”  cuttings  to  coincide  with  a  gesneriad  pro¬ 
gram.  If  it  is  not  possible  to  coincide  with  the  program 
because  it  is  on  something  like  pH  or  watering  methods,  con¬ 
sider  leaves  and  starter  plants  with  a  certain  blossom  color  to 
coincide  with  a  special  holiday  that  month.  An  example 
would  be  red  for  February  or  even  white  for  December. 

The  “kitty”  table  provides  another  very  useful  purpose. 
Leaves  or  starter  plants  are  always  available  as  gifts  for 
visitors. 

Consider  appointing  two  members  to  share  the  leader¬ 
ship  or  chairmanship  of  the  “kitty”  table  and  to  coordinate 
the  type  of  leaves  or  starter  plants  with  the  program  sub¬ 
ject  whenever  possible.  It  is  especially  nice  for  a  new  mem¬ 
ber  to  hear  a  program  on  trailers  and  be  able  to  take  one 
home  to  apply  the  new  information  learned  at  the  meeting. 
It  is  also  nice  to  work  with  a  partner  who  can  assume  the 
responsibility  of  attending  the  table  if  the  other  person  is 
unable  to  attend  the  meeting. 

4.  Another  project  that  is  helpful  to  new  members  is  a  “culture 
corner.”  This  is  a  corner  set  up  before  the  meeting  that 
allows  any  member,  but  especially  new  members,  to  bring 
in  plants  for  inspection  by  an  experienced  grower.  Culture 
problems,  pests,  and  diseases  are  all  inspected  and  given 
suggestions  for  remedy.  Of  course  everyone  should  be 
requested  to  bring  their  plants  enclosed  in  plastic  and  to 
keep  them  isolated  from  all  other  plants.  Sometimes  specific 
problems  can  even  be  shared  during  the  meeting  with  per¬ 
mission  of  the  grower. 

5.  Lastly,  make  sure  your  visitors  are  made  aware  of  any 
meeting  changes,  date,  place  or  time.  Many  clubs  require  a 
visitor  attend  more  than  one  meeting  in  order  to  become  a 
paid  member.  If  he/she  does  not  receive  a  newsletter,  note 
or  phone  call,  he/she  might  show  up  to  an  empty  meeting 
place  and  become  discouraged  to  say  the  least.  1  know  how 
disappointing  it  can  be! 

With  this  last  thought  in  mind,  make  sure  you  keep  your 
Affiliate  web  site  current.  I  recently  received  copies  of  the  new 
forms  sent  by  many  of  you  to  the  AVSA  office.  In  reviewing 
them,  I  discovered  several  clubs  have  made  changes  in  their 
meeting  locations  and/or  meeting  day  or  time.  Don’t  wait  for 
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the  annual  form  to  make  your  changes.  Contact  me  by  mail, 
phone  or  e-mail  and  I  will  make  the  changes  immediately.  You 
would  not  want  a  visitor  to  drive  a  long  distance  on  the  wrong 
day  or  to  the  wrong  place,  would  you?  It’s  a  good  way  to  lose 
a  potential  member. 

Are  you  planning  to  attend  the  convention  this  month  in 
Omaha?  If  so,  we  hope  you  will  join  us  at  the  Affiliate 
meeting,  Wednesday,  May  24  at  3:30  p.m.  If  you  are  going 
on  the  daytime  tour,  you  should  be  back  in  time.  If  you  are 


scheduled  for  the  evening  tour,  come  ready  to  go  and  leave  a 
few  minutes  early  to  meet  your  tour.  We  have  planned  a 
special  program  on  what  the  affiliate  needs  to  do  if  it  wants  to 
put  on  an  AVSA  sponsored  show.  As  usual,  we  have  handouts 
that  we  know  will  be  helpful.  If  your  club  has  never  put  on  a 
show,  come  find  out  what  is  required.  If  you  have  put  on 
shows,  come  find  out  how  to  make  it  easier  and  share  what 
you  have  learned  with  others.  We  need  you  all.  We  hope 
every  affiliate  will  be  represented. 


Boyce  Edens  Research  Fund 

Marlene  Buck 

17235  N.  106th  Avenue  •  Sun  City,  AZ  85373-1958 

Donations  received  from  December  1,  1999  -  January  31,  2000: 


Diablo  Valley  AV  Study  Group,  Walnut  Creek,  CA . $50.00 

Maurice  &  Jackie  Jones,  Durant,  lA . 50.00 

AVS  of  Philadelphia,  Philadelphia,  PA  . . 15.00 

In  lieu  of  Judging  expenses for  Carol  Callaghan, 

Elizabeth  Behnke,  Diane  Abramson 

W1  Council  of  AV  Clubs,  Milwaukee,  WI . 25.00 

Bakersfield  AVS,  Bakersfield,  CA . . . 10.00 

In  memory  oj  Gena  Uhalt 

Renae  Church,  Rock  Port,  MO . 15.00 

Margaret  H.  Adair,  Duluth,  GA . . . 5.00 

Fantasy  VC,  Spring  Hill,  FL . 5.00 

John  D.  Sullivan,  Danville,  VA . 3.00 

Le  Ann  Hamby,  San  Antonio,  TX  .  . . 5.00 

MKO  DYN-O-MITE,  Joplin,  MO . 25.00 

In  memory  of  Paul  Statt 

Scott  &  Dawn  McNeese,  Mesa,  AZ . 20.00 

In  memory  of  Barbara  Wyckqff,  our  AV  club  member  and friend 

New  York  City  AVS,  New  York,  NY . .  . . 25.00 

In  memory  oJ  our  former  President  Laura  F.  Holland 


Christine  W.  Davis,  Harrison,  ME . $5.00 

Maria  Clark,  Jacksonville,  FL . 15.00 

Michael  Smith,  Commerce  Township,  MI  ...  . . 10.00 

Jean  Murray,  East  Liverpool,  OH . .  5.00 

James  S.  Graf,  Bloomington,  MN . 5.00 

Vicki  Rivrud,  Palm  Harbor,  FL . 10.00 

Elaine  Butler,  San  Francisco,  CA . 5.00 

Sherry  Burtchett,  Eau  Claire,  MI . 5.00 

Betty  Watenpaugh,  Bellevue,  WA . 20.00 

Barbara  Milberg,  New  York,  NY . 15.00 

Dora  C.  Parla,  Raytown,  MO . . . 5.00 

Sue  Ann  Blackmon,  Conyers,  GA . 10.00 

Kay  E.  Mitchell,  Goldsboro,  NC . . . . . 5.00 

Liopoldo  Leon,  Miami,  FL . 10.00 

Richard  Curry,  Rivervale,  NJ . 5.00 

James  Hafer,  Reading,  PA . 2.00 

Edna  M  Snow,  Chicago,  IL . 30.00 


AVSA  Building  Maintenance  Fund 

Donations  received  from  DECEMBER  1,  1999  -  JANUARY  31,  2000 

Helen  Blanton  •  622  Riverside  Drive  •  St.  Charles,  MO  63304 

John  Sullivan,  Danville,  VA . . . 

.  $3.00 

James  Graf,  Bloomington,  MN . . . 

.  .  .  $5.00 

LeAnn  Hamby,  San  Antonio,  TX.  .  .  . . 

.  .  5.00 

Veronica  Carson,  St.  Albert,  Ont.  Canada . 

.  .  .  10.00 

Wisconsin  Council  of  AVSA,  Menomonee  Falls,  Wl . 

.  25.00 

Lesley  Dearhammer,  Loveland,  CO . 

....  5.00 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Maurice  Jones,  Durant,  lA . 

.  50.00 

African  Violet  Society  of  Beaumont,  Beaumont,  TX .  .  .  . 

.  .  .  25.00 

Hans  and  Everdina  Inpijn,  Laguna  Woods,  CA . 

.  25.00 

(In  memory  of  Bob  Wilder) 

(In  memory  of  Don  Blancher) 

Belisle’s  Violet  House,  OJibwa,  WI . 

_ 3.00 

Pomona  Valley  AVS,  Pomona,  CA  .  .  . . 

125.00 

Carroll  McCarroll,  Los  Angeles,  CA . .  .  . 

.  .  .  17.00 

Joanie  Sleeper,  Wichita  Falls,  TX . 

.  10.00 

James  Hafer,  Reading,  PA . 

_ 2.00 

Lynn  Burkhardt,  Conroe,  TX . 

.  20.00 

Frankie  Pletzer,  Beaumont,  TX . 

.  .  .  10.00 

(In  memory  of  Gary  Sneed) 

Richard  Curry,  Rivervale,  NJ . 

.  .  .  10.00 

Alannah  Regen,  Canville,  WA . 

.  10.00 

Jeanne  D’arc  Brault,  Brome  Lakes,  Canada . 

_ 7.50 

Alan  Bly,  Sommers,  NY . . . .  . 

.  .  5.00 

Kay  Mitchell,  Goldsboro,  NC . . . 

.  .  .  10.00 

George  Stewart,  Universal  City,  TX . 

.  .  5.00 

Sherry  Burtchett,  Eau  Claire,  MI . 

_ 5.00 

Christine  Davis,  Harrison,  ME . .  . 

.  .  5.00 

Sue  Ann  Blackmon,  Conyers,  GA . 

.  .  .  10.00 

Smith’s  Country  Cottage  African  Violets,  Spencerport,  NY.  . 

.  25.00 

Michelle  Williamson,  Lebanon,  OH . 

.  .  5.00 

Missouri  Valley  African  Violet  Council  . . 

.  10.00 

(In  memory  of  Paul  Stott) 

TOTAL.  .... _ 

.  $447.50 
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VARIEGATED  STREPTOCARPUS! 


It’s  my  intention  to  donate  a  young  variegated 
Streptocai-pus  ‘Canterbury  Surprise’  for  the  AVSA  live 
auction.  Bring  plenty  of  $$! 

This  is  the  variegated  Streptocarpus  created  by  Margaret 
Gurr  of  New  Zealand  with  the  use  of  x-ray  on  seed.  The 
variegated  one  that  Gary  and  Pat  Dunlap  of  “Pat’s  Pets”  grow 
is  Streptocarpus  ‘Winter  Dream’  and  was  hybridized  25 
years  ago  by  Michael  Kartuz  in  Vista,  California.  Michael  is 
quite  famous  for  many  of  his  gesneriad  hybrids.  I  spoke  to 
Diane  Fischer  of  Gilbertsville,  Kentucky,  who  sold  S.  ‘Winter 
Dream’  to  the  Dunlaps.  Diane  has  been  growing  S.  ‘Winter 
Dream’  for  several  years  now  and  has  extra  plants  available  for 
sale.  She  says  the  blossom  is  a  deep  rose  color.  Diane  reports 
that  she  alternates  fertilizers,  but  uses  mostly  Dyna-Gro'^'^  and 
cautions  that  over-fertilizing  will  cause  the  tips  of  the  leaves  to 
burn.  In  addition,  she  suggests  keeping  these  variegated  streps 
in  a  wanner,  yes  warmer,  than  normal  environment.  That’s 
opposite  of  what  we  do  for  variegated  African  violets. 

The  fragrant  Streptocarpus  hybridized  by  Toshijiro 
Okuto,  is  now  named  Streptocarpus  ‘Incense.’  I’m  tickled  to 
report  that  1  have  young  seedlings  of  this  plant  crossed  with 
itself. 

I’ll  see  many  of  you  at  the  AVSA  Convention  in  Omaha. 
I’ll  be  bringing  a  plaque  for  the  winner  of  the  “Most  Best  in 
Class  for  Other  Gesneriad”  award.  I’m  thrilled  to  see  that 
AVSA’s  convention  will  be  having  8  gesneriad  classes.  This 
will  make  it  significantly  easier  on  the  judges. 

PREVENTING  HEAT  STROKE  FOR  STREPTOCARPUS 

Summer  is  quickly  approaching  and  some  of  you  don’t 
want  or  have  air  conditioning.  Of  all  the  gesneriads  that  are 
sensitive  to  heat,  Streptocarpus  seems  to  be  the  most  sensi¬ 
tive.  The  key  is  not  to  water  the  streps  in  the  mid-day  heat 
while  they  are  wilted.  As  long  as  the  soil  is  moist,  watering 
the  plants  will  drown  them  while  they  are  in  the  midst  of  heat 
stroke.  In  California  I  had  streps  on  a  screened  porch  and  dur¬ 


ing  the  peak  heat.  I’d  mist  them  two  to  four  times  a  day  with 
a  fine  mist  of  tepid  water,  but  I  didn’t  let  water  get  onto  the 
soil.  If  there  was  a  prolonged  heat  spell,  the  tips  of  the  leaves 
had  to  be  removed  because  they’d  stay  limp  or  they’d  look 
dull  and  half  limp.  My  plants  seemed  to  do  better  if  I  cut  the 
length  of  the  biggest  leaves  in  half  in  late  June  before  the  heat 
of  the  summer  began  in  late  July.  They  still  bloom  even  with 
shortened  leaves. 

Dorothy  Anderson  of  Missouri  told  me,  “In  the  spring  I 
repot  using  a  small  handful  of  sphagnum  moss  in  the  bottom 
and  sides  of  the  plastic  pot.  Since  I  began  doing  that,  I  have 
not  had  much  loss  in  summer.”  Dorothy  continued,  “I  use 
Solo  16  ounce  microgourmat  (pint)  containers.  They  are 
pure  white  with  a  nice  rolled  edge  and  about  4  1/4"  in  diam¬ 
eter  and  3"  deep.  I  use  a  nutpick  heated  in  a  candle  flame  to 
punch  holes  in  the  bottom.  I  have  found  that  these  pots 
work  very  well  for  both  AV’s  and  gesneriads.  They  may  not 
last  as  long,  but  they  are  cheaper  to  begin  with.  One  reason 
that  I  like  them  is  that  they  are  very  stable  since  the  sides 
are  straight  up  and  down.  I  used  to  be  able  to  buy  4  oz  Solo 
souffle  cups  that  I  used  for  small  plants,  but  lately  they  have 
not  been  carrying  that  size.  I  guess  I  will  have  to  go  to  the 
Internet  and  find  a  source.  They  are  shallow  and  don’t  tip 
like  the  2  or  2  1/2"  plastic  pots  and  also  have  a  nice  rolled 
edge.” 

Mollie  Howell  from  Florida  puts  her  streps  in  clay  pots  to 
keep  them  cool.  I  saw  her  streps  and  they  looked  great.  She 
first  coats  the  insides  of  the  pots  with  a  sealant  that  is  usual¬ 
ly  sold  either  near  the  pots  or  in  the  craft  section  of  stores. 
Sealant  prevents  the  white  salts  from  leaching  through  and 
making  the  pots  look  bad. 

I’ve  asked  Georgene  Albrecht  to  be  a  guest  columnist 
next  time.  For  several  years  she  wrote  the  gesneriad  column, 
“A  Family  Portrait”.  She’s  one  of  those  upbeat  people  that 
make  you  smile  when  you  think  of  her,  so  I’m  pleased  she 
will  be  writing  the  next  column. 
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ciml 


Ron  Davidson 
Guest  Columnist 


I’m  a  member  of  the  Shows  &  Judges  Committee  with  the 
responsibility  of  the  Entries/Classification  section  for  the  AVSA 
National  Show. 

Joe  Bruns,  of  Illinois,  developed  the  program  that  AVSA 
promotes  and  sells.  He  also  developed  First  Class,  a  mecha¬ 
nized  version  of  the  Master  Variety  List.  Both  of  the  programs 
were  used  at  the  AVSA  1999  National  Show  in  Houston,  with 
great  success.  The  programs  will  again  be  used  at  the  Omaha 
National  Show  in  May.  AVSA  is  very  fortunate  to  have  out¬ 
standing  members  like  Joe  Bums  to  help  us  move  forward  in 
this  new  millennium.  These  programs  can  be  picked  up  at  the 
AVSA  sales  table  during  the  convention  or  ordered  by  calling 
the  AVSA  office  in  Beaumont,  Texas. 

The  information  that  the  show  exhibitors  will  need  to  have 
at  Entries/Classification  to  enter  their  plants  are  as  follows: 

1.  Member’s  name  and  address,  and  AVSA  membership 
number. 

2 .  List  of  the  names  of  the  plants  being  entered  with  the  class 
number  from  the  show  schedule. 


This  is  all  that  is  required  if  the  plant  is  listed  in  the  First 

Class  or  the  Master  Variety  List.  The  First  Class  that  will  be 
used  is  the  latest  updated  version. 


***  If  the  plant  is  not  listed  in  the  First  Class  or  Master  Variety 
List,  bring  a  hybridizer’s  list  with  the  plant  description  or  a 
written  description  from  the  source  of  the  plant.  The  com¬ 
mittee  will  enter  the  plant  from  the  description. 

Gesneriad  exhibitors  need  to  read  the  schedule  carefully  to 
ensure  their  plant  is  entered  in  the  correct  class.  The  gesneriad 
section  of  the  show  schedule  has  been  expanded  to  accommo¬ 
date  the  increase  in  interest  in  growing  and  showing  these 
lovely  plants. 

Design  exhibitors  will  be  pre-entered.  They  will  pick  up 
their  exhibitor  cards  from  the  Entries/Classification  area  at  the 
same  time  they  enter  their  horticulture  entries,  or  as  they  bring 
in  their  designs. 

One  question  that  was  sent  to  the  Shows  &  Judges 
Committee  asked  in  what  class  will  the  two-tone  African  vio¬ 
let  blossoms  be  entered. 

The  two-tone  blossom  plants  will  be  shown  in  the  color 
classes.  For  example,  two-tone  blue  will  be  shown  in  the  blue 
class  and  two-tone  pink  will  be  showed  in  the  pink  class. 

Omaha  is  hoping  to  have  one  of  the  largest  shows  yet; 
therefore,  every  member  attending  the  convention  should  plan 
to  bring  some  plants  to  enter  to  help  “Go  Wild  In  Omaha”  be  a 
great  success. 

If  you  have  additional  questions  concerning 
Entries/Classification  in  the  Omaha  2000  show,  please  con¬ 
tact  me:  (972)  617-1186  home,  (972)  617-1198  fax,  email 
<chiefrond@aol.com> 


See  you  in  Omaha! 


Jud^" 


2.  Signed  schedules  of  five  AVSA  on  3"  X  5"  cards  per  AVSA  Handbook. 

^  Verification  of  three  blue  ribbons  eanied  fecoraea  ^g^^^ned  if  a  SASE  is  included. 

Allow  three  weeks  tor  delivery.  S^du'es  arrd  ca  .  application  may  more 

Applications  Oc-^  will  not  be  graded.  Allowmre^|j|j|™'^ 
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New  ideas  for  club  programs 
are  always  a  challenge  and  yet, 
perhaps  some  programs  can  be 
repeated  on  a  yearly  basis  with 
interest  and  a  purpose.  Our  club 
has  an  annual  ‘Dawg  Show’  held 
in  January.  Everyone  is  told  to 
save  their  “Dawgs”  to  “exhibit” 
at  this  fun  yet  educational  event. 
A  flyer  is  sent  to  members 
announcing  the  event  and  it  is 
cleverly  designed  with  dog  clip-art. 

Culture  problems,  poor  (or  no)  grooming,  and  any  number 
of  poor  growing  experiences  are  apparent  as  these  plants  are 
assembled  on  the  show  table.  The  coordinator  of  the  show  sets 
up  ‘classes’  for  the  exhibits  and  may  invite  members  to  be 
‘judges.’  The  purpose  of  this  program  is  to  analyze  the  prob¬ 
lems  and  identify  solutions  that  may  correct  or  prevent  the 
problem  in  the  future.  The  members  may  just  think  it  is  a  fun 
program  and  there  is  always  a  lot  of  laughter,  but  hopefully 
they  will  go  home  with  new  or  reinforced  information  that  they 
can  use. 

A  few  rules  are  established  prior  to  the  event:  1 )  each  plant 
must  be  alive;  2)  flowers  are  optional;  3)  no  active  disease  or 
pests;  and  4)  winners/losers  must  be  claimed  at  the  end  of  the 
evening. 

Creativity  in  developing 
the  ‘schedule’  can  be  a  lot  of 
fun  and  with  a  bit  of  brain¬ 
storming,  many  ‘classes’  may 
evolve.  There  are  any  number 
of  things  you  might  consider 
when  creating  the  classes  and 
deciding  on  the  prizes,  for 
example:  longest  neck,  most 
off-centered,  most  suckers, 
most  deficient  foliage,  most 
mars  and  cuts  on  the  foliage,  most  spent  blossoms,  most 
underpotted,  most  overpotted,  most  immature  leaves,  most 
long  petioles  on  outer  row,  best  example  of  lacking  variegation 
(all  white  or  all  green) ,  tightest  center,  most  oversized  mini  or 
semi-mini,  most  neglected,  tackiest  unusual  container;  the  list 
goes  on  and  on. 

Some  examples  of  ‘classes’  are: 

1 .  King  of  K-9’s:  a  many  crowned  dawg;  this  non-trailing 
pooch  must  have  more  than  one.  (Prize  to  exhibit  with  the 
most  crowns) 

2.  Pooper  Scooper:  this  dawg  should  be  buried,  but  let  us  see 
it  first! 

3.  Chewed  Slippers:  any  dog-eared  mongrel  with  ‘chewed’ 
leaves 

4.  The  Mutt:  a  long  necked  critter  (Longest  neck  wins  this 
class) 


5.  Dirty  Dawg:  Your  clothes  dryer’s  lint  trap  is  cleaner  than 
this  dawg 

6.  Super  Dawg:  A  chihuahua  who  thinks  it’s  a  St.  Bernard; 
enter  that  no-longer-mini  mini!!! 

7.  Dachsund:  This  one  is  a  real  ‘wiener’;  ugly  trailers  entered 
here 

8.  Banished  to  the  Dawg  House:  A  terrarium  would  serve  as 
punishment  for  an  unhousebroken  pooch. 

9.  Guard  Dawg:  this  bad  dawg  snoozed  (could  be  a  title  for  an 
arrangement  reflecting  enemies  and  hazards  in  the  life  of 
an  African  violet) . 

10.  Dawg  Eared  dawg 

1 1 .  Dawg  Dish:  tackiest  decorative  container 

12.  Any  gesneriad:  Bring  ‘em  if  ya  got  a  bow  wow  there,  too! 

Classes  may  be  divided  into  sections  for  standards,  mini’s, 
trailers,  designs  and  other  gesneriads  with  appropriate  ‘class’ 
titles.  A  blue  ribbon  attached  to  a  dog  bone  was  given  to  best 
in  classes.  Prizes  to  winners  may  be  pots,  fertilizer,  or  other 
supplies,  but  this  year  we  gave  a  1  year  membership  to  AVSA 
as  the  grand  prize. 

Each  year  we  vary  the  classes  and  try  to  come  up  with 
something  a  bit  different.  The  members  love  this  program  and 
we  use  it  as  a  learning  experience  to  identify  what  to  do  with 
the  problem  plants.  The  coordinator  may  have  supplies  at  hand 
to  demonstrate  removal  of  suckers,  potting  down  a  long  neck, 
and  general  grooming  tech¬ 
niques.  And,  we  do  have  a 
waste  basket  available!!  This 
year  we  took  pictures  with  a 
digital  camera  which  were 
printed  and  displayed  at  the 
next  meeting.  Members  who 
were  absent  for  the  dawg  show 
got  to  see  what  they  missed! 


Dog  Eared  Dawg! 


The  Winner!!! 
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when  You  Go  On  Vacation 


If  you  will  be  absent  from  home  for  an  extended  period, 
take  some  precautions  to  ensure  the  health  of  your  plants. 
Locate  plants  where  they  will  receive  bright  light  but  no  direct 
sun.  Moisten  soil  with  water,  but  do  not  saturate.  Remove 
leaves,  petioles  and  blossoms  that  are  drooping  or  brown. 
Remove  flower  buds  that  will  bloom  during  your  absence. 
Inspect  plants  for  insects  and  diseases.  Isolate  infected  plants. 

Any  of  the  methods  shown  here  should  keep  plants 
healthy  and  watered  for  about  two  weeks.  If  you  wick-water 
African  violets,  use  a  large  water  reservoir.  A  half-gallon  con¬ 
tainer  should  supply  plants  with  water  for  a  month  or  longer. 


Plants  in  porous  clay  pots  can  vacation  in  the  bathtub.  Fill  tub  with 
several  inches  oj  water.  Place  porous  clay  bricks  or  stacks  of 
newspapers  in  tub.  Water  level  should  be  about  1  inch  below  level  of 
bricks  and  papers.  Set  pots  on  top.  Water  is  absorbed  through  bottom 
of  pots. 


Lay  capillary  mat  in  sink  and  allow faucet  to  drop  slowly  onto  it.  Place 
pots  on  top  of  mat. 


Group  plants  and  cover  with  sheet  of  clear  plastic.  Or  cover  individual 
plants  with  plastic  wrap.  Place  sticks  in  soil  around  plants  to  form  tent 
so  plastic  will  not  be  in  contact  with  foliage. 

From  the  Newsletter  of  the  Lone  Star  AV  Council 


AVSA  BOOSTER  FUND 

Bill  Lyons  •  38  Indian  Creek  Drive  •  Levittown,  PA  19057 

CONTRIBUTIONS  1  DECEMBER  1999  TO  31  JANUARY  2000 


Texas  Lone  Star  AV  Council . $250.00 

Donation  toward  Beaumont  Technology  Upgrade  Acct. 

John  D.  Sullivan,  Danville,  VA . 3.00 

Sherry  Burtchett,  Eau  Claire,  MI . 5.00 

Frankie  Pletzer,  Beaumont,  TX . 10.00 

Kay  E.  Mitchell,  Goldsboro,  NC . 5.00 

Diablo  Valley  AV  Study  Group,  Concord,  CA . 50.00 

Apply  to  Technology  Upgrade  Fund 

Le  Ann  Hamby,  San  Antonio,  TX . 5.00 

Den  Rein,  Saint  Paul,  MN . 25.00 

Elizabeth  Warren,  Cambridge,  MA. . 30.00 

Wisconsin  Council  of  AV  Clubs . 25.00 

Apply  to  Technology  Upgrade  Account 

Elizabeth  Burke,  New  Providence,  NJ . 5.00 

Christal  Dennis,  Jackson,  MS . 5.00 

Helen  Girod,  Bryant,  W1 . 5.00 

George  Stewart,  Universal  City,  TX . 5.00 

Christine  Davis,  Harrison,  ME . 5.00 

Green  Thumb  AV  Club,  Fayetteville,  AR . 25.00 


Apply  to  the  Beaumont  Technology  Upgrade  Account 


Maurice  &  Jackie  Jones,  Durant,  lA . $50.00 

Smith’s  Country  Cottage  AV’s,  Spencerport,  NY . 25.00 

Lewis  Drew,  Fairfax,  VA . 10.00 

Veronica  Carson,  St.  Albert,  Canada . 10.00 

Delaware  Valley  Council  of  AV  Judges . 100.00 

Apply  to  Beaumont  Technology  Fund 

Charles  Brennan,  Honolulu,  HI . 10.00 

James  Graf,  Bloomington,  MN . 5.00 

Shirley  Davis,  Fort  Myers  Beach,  FL . 20.00 

Sue  Ann  Blackmon,  Conyers,  GA . 10.00 

James  Hafer,  Reading,  PA . 2.00 

Ethel  Spurlin,  MiJilani,  HI .  10.00 

Rocky  Mountain  AV  Council,  Denver,  CO . 25.00 


To  honor  two  longtime  members.  Ella  Riesling,  a  hybridizer 
and  48 year  charter  member.  Dorothy  Roesch,  a  hybridizer 
and  dedicated  violet  grower.  The  Council  is  proud fust  to 
know  them. 


Total;  . . . . . . $735.00 
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How  Did  We  Ever 
Live  Without  Them?? 


by  Mary  Green  Stephenson 

Having  gleaned  so  many  helpful  tips  from  both  the  African 
Violet  Magazine  and  our  own  local  AV  group  over  the  last  two 
years,  I  thought  I  would  attempt  to  give  back  a  little  of  what  I 
have  received. 

I  now  completely  depend  on  the  handy  zippered  bags  you 
find  in  the  grocery  or  discount  stores.  Brand  names  don’t  mat¬ 
ter;  generic  works  well.  (I  have  found  that  the  newer  ones, 
which  have  the  pull  zipper  across  the  top,  actually  seem  to  take 
space  away  from  the  overall  size  of  the  bag  and  are  harder  to 
insert  delicate  plants  into.) 

1  have  learned  through  agonizing  trial  and  error  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  isolating  one’s  plants  when  they  are  first  brought  into 
the  collection.  I  have  no  space  in  my  house  to  completely  set 
apart  new  plants  from  existing  ones.  So,  each  month  when  I 
bring  home  a  few  plants  from  our  local  AV  group’s  raffle  (and 
I  always  walk  away  with  something!),  I  simply  remove  the 
blossoms,  spray  the  plant  with  a  general  insecticide,  and,  after 
the  plant  has  dried,  insert  the  new  addition  into  a  zippered  bag. 

I  blow  a  small  amount  of  air  in  the  bag  before  sealing.  For  the 
miniatures  or  semi-miniatures,  I  will  use  a  sandwich  size  bag; 
for  the  small  standards,  a  quart  size  bag;  and  for  the  even  larg¬ 
er  ones,  the  gallon  size.  I  date  the  bag  and  add  it  right  into  my 
collection,  never  worrying  about  transferring  pests. 

For  some  reason,  I  seem  to  continually  have  an  occasion¬ 
al  problem  with  what  I  think  are  cyclamen  mites. 

I  wanted  to  test  Dr.  Charles  Cole’s  theory  -  if  you  have 
cyclamen  mites  and  bag  up  your  African  violet  for  three 
months,  eventually  the  mites  will  die  off  after  having  eaten  the 
crown  of  the  plant,  and  then  the  plant  will  rejuvenate  itself.  So, 

I  have  been  isolating  suspicious  plants  for  about  six  months 
now,  placing  the  plant,  mites  and  all,  in  zippered  bags. 


•  Monaca,  Pennsylvania 

Sometimes  1  spray  the  plant  ahead  of  time  with  Isotox  (the 
only  possible  mite  controller  I  have),  but  sometimes  I  don’t 
spray  at  all  and  have  found  either  method  works  about  the 
same.  My  experiments  show  me  that  probably  80%  of  the 
plants  DO  come  back  and  thrive.  The  other  20%  remain 
unsightly  and  unhealthy,  and  I  will  usually  toss  these  after 
three  months. 

But  again,  I  can  put  these  plants  right  in  with  the  rest  of 
my  collection  and  continue  to  watch  them,  safe  in  their  zip¬ 
pered  bags.  (Now,  in  all  fairness  to  the  “experiment,”  I  am 
assuming  1  have  mites.  If  the  problem  was  not  mites,  then  all 
this  experiment  indicates  is  that  the  majority  of  the  plants  seem 
to  like  the  greenhouse  atmosphere  of  the  zippered  bags  and 
eventually  bounce  back  from  whatever  was  ailing  them!) 

When  1  transplant  a  small  sucker  plant  or  when  1  repot  a 
larger  plant  which  has  grown  a  long  neck,  I  always  put  them 
in  zippered  bags,  date  them,  and  leave  them  bagged  for  a  min¬ 
imum  of  one  month.  I  never  even  have  to  water  them  while 
they  are  growing  inside  the  bags;  and  I  can  honestly  state  that 
in  100%  of  the  times  I  have  done  this,  the  plant  thrives,  roots 
well,  and  is  extremely  healthy. 

My  husband  and  I  also  grow  bonsai  trees,  and  this  method 
has  worked  better  than  any  other  for  rooting  small  tree  cut¬ 
tings.  In  the  case  of  very  large  plants  or  tall  cuttings,  I  will  use 
dry  cleaner  clear  plastic  bags.  I  put  the  plant  inside  the  bag,  cut 
off  the  excess  plastic,  secure  the  ends  with  twist  ties,  date  the 
bag,  and  put  it  right  back  under  the  grow  lights.  This  works 
wonders!! 

My  pantry  stays  stocked  with  all  sizes  of  these  miracle  zip¬ 
pered  bags.  I  honestly  don’t  know  how  my  African  violets  and 
I  ever  lived  without  them! 


May  Publicity  for  Omaha  Convention 

Omaha'S  Waiting  for  You! 

We’re  ready  for  company! 

Are  you  ready  to  go  wild?  Remember 
your  show  plants  and  exhibits  so  that  you  can  be  part  of  the 
fabulous  show! 

A  few  reminders: 

Every  exhibitor  is  automatically  entered  into  the 
Exhibitor’s  Lottery  and  eligible  to  receive  one  of  four  $50 
prizes.  If  you  enter  ten  or  more  exhibits,  you  are  entered  a 

second  time.  Get  lucky!  Go  Wild  in  Omaha! 


Friday  night’s  banquet  dress  is  casual  unless  you  wish 
to  wear  a  vintage  1940’s  costume  that  puts  you  in  character 
to  solve  our  World  War  II  murder  mystery.  Get  smart! 

Saturday  night’s  banquet  dress  is  as  elegant  as  you 
wish  to  make  it.  Formal  attire  is  not  required,  but  is  certainly 
welcome!  Get  beautiful! 

Omaha  is  excited  to  have  you  come!  Get  here! 
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Iris  Keating 

149  Loretto  Court 
Claremont,  CA  91711 


A  name  reservation  costs  $1.00  and  is  valid  for  two 
years,  after  which  time  it  may  be  extended  two  years  for 
an  additional  $1.00.  Registration  of  the  plant  is  $5.00 
unless  completed  within  the  reservation  period,  in  which 
case  the  balance  is  then  $4.00.  Please  make  check  payable 
to  AVSA. 


Paul  Davidson  -  Utica,  NY 

•Baker’s  Chris  (8838)  12/6/99  (P.  Davidson)  Single  two- 
tone  violet  and  white  sticktite  ruffled  pansy.  Medium 
green,  plain,  pointed,  serrated.  Standard 
•Baker’s  Gwen  (8839)  12/6/99  (P.  Davidson)  Semidouble 
light  magenta  pansy/darker  top  petals.  Medium  green, 
plain,  scalloped/red  back.  Standard 
•Baker’s  Karlie  (8840)  12/6/99  (P.  Davidson)  Single  light 
mauve  sticktite  pansy/darker  eye,  lighter  edge.  Light 
green,  plain,  pointed,  quilted,  scalloped.  Standard 
•Baker’s  Kees  (8841)  12/6/99  (P.  Davidson)  Semidouble 
light  rose-pink  pansy/white  eye.  Medium  green, 
plain/red  back.  Standard 

•Baker’s  Lillian  (8842)  12/6/99  (P.  Davidson)  Semidouble 
two-tone  violet  ruffled  pansy /variable  white.  Dark  green, 
plain,  pointed,  quilted,  glossy,  wavy,  serrated.  Standard 
•Baker’s  Marlena  (8843)  12/6/99  (P.  Davidson) 

Semidouble  two-tone  violet  and  white  pansy.  Medium 
green,  plain.  Standard 

•Baker’s  Tana  (8844)  12/6/99  (P.  Davidson)  Single  rose 
pink  sticktite  pansy/darker  eye.  Medium  green,  plain, 
pointed,  scalloped/red  back.  Standard 


Patt  Harris  -  Santa  Clara,  CA 

•Sweet  Sam  (8845)  12/8/99  (P.  Harris)  Double  pink/vari¬ 
able  pink  and  or  white  mottled  edging  on  top  petals. 
Medium  green,  pointed,  heart-shaped,  serrated. 

Semiminiature  trailer 


Alyce  Droege  -  Franklin,  NC 

•Aly’s  Rodger  Shifflett  (8846)  1/3/00  (A.  Droege)  Double 
chimera  white  large  star/hot  pink  stripe,  purple  fantasy. 
Medium  green,  plain,  heart-shaped,  quilted,  scalloped. 
Standard 


Jeanie  Bell  -  Long  Creek,  New  Brunswick,  Canada 

•Donna  Marie  (8847)  1/29/00  (|.  Bell)  Single  dark 
pink/lighter  overlay.  Black-green,  plain/red  back. 
Standard 

•Uncle  Cassie  (8848)  1/29/00  ().  Bell)  Single  light  mauve 
pansy/darker  marking,  green-white  edge.  Medium  green, 
plain.  Standard 

NAME  RESERVATIONS 

Dolores  Harrington  -  Fridley,  MN 

*  Mariah  *  Patchy  Trail 


Linda  Stickney  -  Maroa,  IL 

•  Caribbean  Nights  *  Stellar  Illusion 


Michel  Paradis  -  Longueuil,  Quebec,  Canada 
(Each  of  the  following  is  preceded  by  the  name  Paradis) 

•  Angel  •  Cloclo  •  Jean-Paul  •  Marthe  •  My  Son  *  Olisun  ‘ 
Petite  Mimi  *  Rocket  *  Sister  ]o  •  Soul  Mate 

REGISTRATION  CHANGE 

At  the  hybridizer’s  request,  the  following  blossom  description 
change  has  been  made: 

Orchard’s  Night  Light  (8814)  Single-semidouble  white 
star/variable  pink  blush. 
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Moon  in  0p(*es 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  Used  for  destroying 
noxious  growths,  weeds,  pests,  etc.,  and  for  cultivating. 
Moon  cn  Tawpiafs 

Productive  and  moist,  earthy  and  feminine.  Used  for  plant¬ 
ing  many  crops,  particularly  potatoes  and  root  crops,  and  when 
hardiness  is  important.  Also  used  for  lettuce,  cabbage,  and  sim¬ 
ilar  leafy  vegetables. 

Moon  tn  C^emc*nc‘ 

Barren  and  dry,  aiiy  and  masculine.  Used  for  destroying 
noxious  growths,  weeds  and  pests,  and  for  cultivation. 

Moon  tn  Cencer 

Very  fruitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine.  This  is  the 
most  productive  sign,  used  extensively  for  planting  and 
irrigation. 

Moon  tn  heQ 

Barren  and  diy,  fiery  and  masculine.  This  is  the  most 
barren  sign,  used  only  for  killing  weeds  and  for  cultivation. 
Moon  tn 

Barren  and  moist,  earthy  and  feminine.  Good  for  cultiva¬ 
tion  and  destroying  weeds  and  pests. 


Moon  tn 

Semi-fruitful  and  moist,  airy  and  masculine.  Used  for 
planting  many  crops  and  producing  good  pulp  growth  and 
roots.  A  very  good  sign  for  flowers  and  vines.  Also  used  for 
seeding  hay,  com  fodder,  etc. 

Moon  tn  Scop^c-o 

Very  fruitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine.  Nearly  as 
productive  as  Cancer;  used  for  the  same  purposes.  Especially 
good  for  vine  growth  and  sturdiness. 

Moon  tn  Sck9t#Gpm 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  Used  for  planting 
onions,  seeding  hay,  and  for  cultivation. 

Moon  tn  Ce^pfcopn 

Productive  and  dry,  earthy  and  feminine.  Used  for  plant¬ 
ing  potatoes,  tubers,  etc. 

Moon  tn 

Barren  and  dry,  airy  and  masculine.  Used  for  cultivation 
and  destroying  noxious  growths,  weeds,  and  pests. 

Moon  tn  Ptsce.s 

Very  fmitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine.  Used  along 
with  Cancer  and  Scorpio,  especially  good  for  root  growth. 


May  Moon  'mble 


Date 

Sign 

Element 

Nature 

Phase 

1  Mon. 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

4th 

2  Rie.  11:54  pm 

Thurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruit 

4th 

3  Wed. 

Ihurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruit 

New  11:12  pm 

4  Thu. 

Thurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruit 

1st 

5  Fri.  1:23  am 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

1st 

6  Sat. 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

1st 

7  Sun.  2:14  am 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

1st 

8  Mon. 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

1st 

9  Tlie.  4:01  am 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

lowed. 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd  3:00  pm 

11  Thu.  7:41  am 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

2nd 

12  Fri. 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

2nd 

13  Sat.  1:27  pm 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruit 

2nd 

14  Sun. 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruit 

2nd 

15  Mon.  9:16  pm 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fmitful 

2nd 

16Tue. 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fmitful 

2nd 

17  Wed. 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fmitful 

2nd 

18  Thu.  7:09  am 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

Full  2:34  am 

19  Fri. 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

20  Sat.  7:01  pm 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fmit 

3rd 

21  Sun. 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruit 

3rd 

22  Mon. 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fmit 

3rd 

23  tire.  8:00  am 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

3rd 

24  Wed. 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

3rd 

25  Thu.  8:07  pm 

Pisces 

Water 

Fmitful 

3rd 

26  Fri. 

Pisces 

Water 

Fmitful 

4th  6:55  am 

27  Sat. 

Pisces 

Water 

Fmitful 

4th 

28  Sun.  5:08  am 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

4th 

29  Mon. 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

4th 

30  Tire.  10:02  am 

Thurus 

Earth 

Semi-fmit 

4th 

31  Wed. 

Thurus 

Earth 

Semi-fmit 

4th 

June  Moon  T^ble 


Date 

Sign 

Element 

Nature 

Phase 

1  Thu.  11:34  am 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

4th 

2  Fri. 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

New  7:14  am 

3  Sat.  11:30  am 

Cancer 

Water 

Fmitful 

1st 

4  Sun. 

Cancer 

Water 

Fmitfui 

1st 

5  Mon.  11:45  am 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

6Tue. 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

7  Wed.  1:57  pm 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

1st 

8  Thu. 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

2nd  10:29  pm 

9  Fri.  6:58  pm 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fmit 

2nd 

10  Sat. 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fmit 

2nd 

11  Sun. 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fmit 

2nd 

12  Mon.  2:55  am 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fmitful 

2nd 

13  Tue. 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fmitful 

2nd 

14  Wed.  1:18  pm 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

15  Thu. 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

16  Fri. 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

Full  5:27  pm 

17  Sat.  1:26  am 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruit 

3rd 

18  Sun. 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fmit 

3rd 

19  Mon.  2:26  pm 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

3rd 

20  Tue. 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

3rd 

21  Wed. 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

3rd 

22  Thu.  2:52  am 

Pisces 

Water 

Fmitful 

3rd 

23  Fri. 

Pisces 

Water 

Fmitful 

3rd 

24  Sat.  12:55  pm 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

4th  8:00  pm 

25  Sun. 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

4th 

26  Mon.  7:19  pm 

Thums 

Earth 

Semi-fruit 

4th 

271^0. 

Thums 

Earth 

Semi-fmit 

4th 

28  Wed.  9:59  pm 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

4th 

29  Thu. 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

4th 

30  Fri  10:09  pm 

Cancer 

Water 

Fmitful 

4th 

Reprinted  with  permission  from  Llewellyn 's  1998  Moon  Sign  Book. 
published  by  Llewellyn  Publications,  (pages  40,  42  &  233),  ISBN  1-56718-933-4 
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What’s  Missing  From  This  Picture? 


Chances  are,  few  of  today’s  garden  centers  know 
as  much  about  growing  African  Violets  as  you  do. 
No  doubt,  this  explains  why  so  many  knowledge¬ 
able  Violet  growers  have  a  hard  time  finding  the 
products  they  need.  For  anyone  who  knows  what 
it  takes  to  grow  beautiful,  full-blooming  African 
Violets,  it  can  be  like  putting  together  a  puzzle, 
only  to  find  there’s  a  piece  missing.  We  know  the 
feeling.  That’s  why  we  started  the  Selective 
Gardener,  a  plant  care  supplier  that  specializes 
in  products  for  African  Violets. 

Everything  You  Need  to  Grow  Beautiful, 
Full-Blooming  African  Violets 

The  Selective  Gardener  makes  it  easy  to  get  the 
products  you  need.  As  a  plant  care  supplier  that 
specializes  in  African  Violets,  the  Selective 
Gardener  carries  a  full  line  of  plant  care  products 
with  brand  names  like  Optimara. 

•  Fully-dissolving,  urea-free  fertilizers 

•  Self-watering  devices  such  as  the  Watermaid 
and  the  new,  spill-proof  Optimara  WaterShip 

•  Ultralight,  pH-balanced  potting  media 

•  Pots,  trays  and  plant  covers 

•  Show  accessories  and  more 

From  Leaf  Cuttings  to  Finished  Violets 
In  addition  to  plant  care  products,  the  Selective 
Gardener  offers  African  Violets  in  several  pot  sizes, 
including  genuine  Miniatures.  You  can  also  order 
leaf  cuttings  from  all  of  the  available  Optimara 
and  Rhapsodie  varieties. 


A  Complete  African  Violet  Resource 

The  Selective  Gardener  is  a  complete  African  Violet 
resource.  Send  for  the  Selective  Gardener  catalog, 
and  you  will  find  offers  for  plant  care  products, 
Violets  and  leaf  cuttings,  even  books  and  posters. 
Or  go  online,  and  you  will  find  even  more.  At  the 
Selective  Gardener’s  internet  site  (http;//www. 
selectivegardener.com),  you  will  have  access  to  a 
number  of  resources  not  available  anywhere  else. 

•  Growing  tips  from  the  world  famous  Holtkamp 
Greenhouses 

•  Complete  interactive  Violet  identification  guide 

•  Links  to  other  useful  sites  such  as  Doctor 
Optimara,  a  symptom-based,  interactive 
guide  for  diagnosing  pests  and  pathogens 

•  Reviews  of  African  Violet  products 

(Tip;  If  you  do  not  have  access  to  the  internet,  try 
your  public  library.  Many  libraries,  now,  provide 
computers  for  public  use,  as  well  as  helpful 
assistance  for  anyone  wanting  to  go  online.) 

The  Selective  Gardener  Catalog 

To  receive  the  Selective  Gardener 
catalog,  send  $  1  (which  will  be 
credited  to  your  first  order)  with 
your  name  and  address  to: 

The  Selective  Gardener 
6011  Martingale  Lane 
Brentwood,  TN  37027 

Or  visit  us  online  at 
http://www.selectivegardener.com. 


Copyright  1998.  Optimara,  Doctor  Optimara,  Optimara  WaterShip,  Watermaid  and  Rhapsodie  are  trademarks  of  International  Plant  Breeding,  A.G.,  Switzerland. 


AVSA  HONOR  ROLL  OF  AFRICAN  VIOLETS  1960  -  1998 

Compiled  by  Floyd  Lawson  •  Arcadia,  CA 

Until  1998,  to  qualify  for  the  Honor  Roll  of  African  Violets,  a  variety  must  have  appeared  on  the  Best  Varieties  List 
for  five  consecutive  years.  Now,  a  variety  must  remain  on  the  Best  Varieties  List  for  three  consecutive  years. 


1960 

Azure  Beauty  -  Ulery  (19) 

Black  Magic  -  Eyerdom  (32) 

Boyce  Edens  -  Nichols  (73) 

Navy  Bouquet  -  F.  Tinari  (407) 

Pink  Cheer  -  Gent  (460) 

Ruffled  Queen  -  Ulery  (553) 

White  Madonna  -  Eyerdom  (670) 

1961 

Bridesmaid  -  Ulery  (876) 

Blue  Peak  -  Ulery  (862) 

Bud’s  strike  Me  Pink  -  Brewer  (1093) 
Cavalier  -  Eyerdom  (89) 

Crusader  -  Ulery  (867) 

Cydonia  -  Tonkadale  (n/r) 

Dixie  Moonbeam  -  Brown  (707) 

Double  Pink  Cloud  -  L.  Lyon  (187) 
Emperor  Wilhelm  -  Pyle  (205) 

Evelyn  Johnson  -  L.  Lyon  (757) 

G.  G,  Blue  Nocturne  -  Eyerdom  (925) 

G.  G.  Blue  Pom  -  Eyerdom  (1014) 

Holiday  -  L.  Lyon  (752) 

Mary  Thompson  -  Eyerdom  (n/r) 

Ohio  Bountiful  -  L.  Lyon  (419) 

Painted  Girl  -  Ulery  (443) 

Pink  Ideal  -  Anderson  (469) 

Sea  Sprite  -  Eyerdom  (n/r) 

White  Pride  -  Ulery  (872) 

White  Pride  Supreme  -  Ulery  (869) 

White  Puff  -  Eyerdom  (1096) 

1962 

Bud's  Kimberly  -  Brewer  (938) 

Double  Black  Cherry  -  Anderson  (1178) 
Fascination  -  Niedert  (219) 

Fischer's  Fire  Dance  -  Fischer  (885) 

G.  G.  Santa  Maria  -  Eyerdom  (931) 

Iris  -  Richter  (792) 

Lorna  Doone  -  Anderson  (346) 

Meteore  -  Tonkadale  (n/r) 

Pink  Miracle  -  M.  Vallin  (883) 

T-V  Vallin  Pink  -  M.  Vallin  (820) 

Valor  -  Richter  (794) 

1963 

Fringed  Pom  Pom  -  M.  Vallin  (n/r) 

G.  G.  Dorothy  Gray  -  Eyerdom  (1079) 
Naomi’s  Afterglo  -  Naomi  (1000) 
Redderness  -  L.  Lyon  (n/r) 

So  Sweet  -  Meeds  (973) 

Sparkling  Waters  -  Madison  (807) 

Wilson's  Lovely  Lady  -  Wilson  (971) 

1964 

Angel  child  -  M.  Vallin  (n/r) 

Beaming  -  Baxter  (972) 

Blue  Boy  -  Armacost  &  Royston  (4 1 ) 
Calumet  Beacon  -  Richter  (85) 

Cindy  -  Naomi  (n/r) 

Coon  Valley  -  Wilson  (955) 

Double  Pink  Fire  -  M.  Vallin  (985) 

G.  G.  April  Love  -  Eyerdom  (1078) 

G.  G.  Matchmate  -  Eyerdom  (1018) 

G.  G.  Pride  of  Rochester  -  Eyerdom  (1218) 


G.  G.  Shag  -  Eyerdom  (1087) 

Richter’s  Wedgewood  -  Richter  (1140) 
Wintergreen  -  Ulery  (878) 

Wintry  Rose  -  Wilson  (1111) 

1965 

Isle  of  Dreams  -  L.  Lyon  (1187) 

Jubilee  -  F.  Unari  (1373) 

Lilian  larrett  -  F.  Unari  (1060) 

Richter's  Charm  Song  -  Richter  (1137) 

Shrill  -  L.  Lyon  (n/r) 

Smoke  Rings  -  M.  Vallin  (n/r) 

Ulery’s  TVifari  -  Uleiy  (1234) 

1966 

Bloomin’  Fool  -  Richter  (1473) 

Blue  Chips  -  Naomi  (1340) 

Fandango  -  Eyerdom  (1782) 

Flash  -  L.  Lyon  (n/r) 

Fleet  Dream  -  Baxter  (1131) 

Glad  Rags  -  L.  Lyon  (n/r) 

G.  G.  Angela  -  Eyerdom  (1210) 

G.  G.  Blue  Modiste  -  Eyerdom  (1449) 

G.  G.  Fair  Elaine  -  Eyerdom  (1217) 

G.  G.  Snow  Ballet  -  Eyerdom  (1219) 

Hi  Hopes  -  L.  Lyon  (1303) 

Oriental  Red  -  L.  Lyon  (1304) 

Richter’s  Green  Dawn  -  Richter  (1138) 
Richter’s  Red  Crown  -  Richter  (1180) 

1967 

Delft  Imperial  -  Eyerdom  (1326) 

G.-  G.  Fury  -  Eyerdom  (1216) 

G.  G.  Never  Lovelier  -  Eyerdom  (1213) 

G.  G.  Sweetheart  Blue  -  Eyerdom  (1225) 

G.  G.  Top  Sail  -  Eyerdom  (1212) 

Paul  Bunyan  -  L.  Lyon  (n/r) 

Sea  Grape  -  West  (n/r) 

1968 

Christmas  Holly  -  Reed  (n/r) 

Champion’s  Water  Lily  -  E.  Champion  (1289) 
Silver  Crest  -  E.  Champion  (1161) 

White  Perfection  -  L.  Lyon  (1471) 

1969 

Candy  Lips  -  L.  Lyon  (1461) 

Clipper  -  L.  Lyon  (1724) 

Crown  of  Red  -  L.  Lyon  (1462) 

Full  Stop  -  L.  Lyon  (n/r) 

Leawala  -  L.  Lyon  (n/r) 

Master  Blue  -  L.  Lyon  (1465) 

Peak  of  Pink  -  L.  Lyon  (1467) 

Plum  Up  -  L.  Lyon  (1468) 

Tommie  Lou  -  Oden  (1744) 

1970 

Cousin  Janet  -  L.  Lyon  (1547) 

Icy  Peach  -  L.  Lyon  (1642) 

Jolly  Giant  -  L.  Lyon  (1549) 

My  Darling  -  Luciano  (2415) 

Purple  Choice  -  L.  Lyon  (n/r) 

Red  Honey  -  L.  Lyon  (1551) 

Strawberry  Shortcake  -  Thylor  (1509) 


1971 

Alakazam  -  L.  Lyon  (1723) 

Cochise  -  L.  Lyon  (n/r) 

Emperor  -  Thylor  (1507) 

Happy  Time  -  L.  Lyon  (1866) 

Hello  Dolly  -  L.  Lyon  (1641) 

Henny  Backus  -  L.  Lyon  (1725) 

Janny  -  Eyerdom  (1527) 

Lullaby  -  Eyerdom  (1783) 

Magnifica  -  L.  Lyon  (1643) 

Pink  Jester  -  Eyerdom  (1598) 

Prom  Queen  -  Eyerdom  (1533) 

Red  Cavalier  -  L.  Lyon  (n/r) 

Ruby  -  L.  Lyon  (n/r) 

Tinted  Frills  -  L.  Lyon  (n/r) 

Wrangler  -  L.  Lyon  (1731) 

1972 

None  qualified 

1973 

Autumn  Russet  -  Eyerdom  (1777) 
Charmglow  -  Eyerdom  (1779) 

G.  G.  Pied  Piper  -  Eyerdom  (2021) 

1974 

Ann  Slocomb  -  Lanigan  (1907) 

Blizzard  -  L.  Lyon  (n/r) 

Bullseye  -  L.  Lyon  (n/r) 

Creekside  Moonbeams  -  Bea  Mills  (n/r) 
Dazzling  Deceiver  -  L.  Lyon  ( 1 865) 
Rhapsodic  Claudia  -  Holtkamp  (6609) 
Rhapsodic  Elfriede  -  Holtkamp  (n/r) 
Rhapsodic  Gisela  -  Holtkamp  (6613) 
Hiple  Threat  -  L.  Lyon  (1989) 

1975 

Brigadoon  -  Eyerdom  (2014) 

Butterfly  White  -  L.  Lyon  (1983) 

Blue  Reverie  -  Eyerdom  (2013) 

After  Dark  -  Richter  (2117) 

Firebird  -  Eyerdom  (2018) 

Granger’s  Carefree  -  Eyerdom  (2221) 
lingle  Bells  -  Richter  (n/r) 

Rhapsodic  Gigi  -  Holtkamp  (n/r) 
Rhapsodic  Ophelia  -  Holtkamp  (n/r) 

1976 

Chanticleer  -  Eyerdom  (1386) 

Granger’s  Fashionaire  -  Eyerdom  (2223) 
Floral  Fantasy  -  L.  Lyon  (1986) 
Granger’s  Peach  Frost  -  Eyerdom  (2216) 
Granger’s  Peppermint  -  Eyerdom  (2227) 
Happy  Harold  -  Rienhardt  (2169) 
Jennifer  -  F.  Tinari  (2006) 

Nancy  Reagan  -  Rienhardt  (2167) 

Pink  Panther  -  L.  Lyon  (2109) 

Poodle  Top  -  F.  Unari  (2053) 

Royalaire  -  Eyerdom  (2023) 

Sofflque  -  Richter  (1957) 

Top  Dollar  -  Rienhardt  (2168) 
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1977 

Garnet  Elf  -  Eyerdom  (2339) 

Like  Wow  -  L.  Lyon  (2329) 

Mary  D  -  M.  Maas  (2675) 

Miriam  Steel  -  Eyerdom  (2276) 

1978 

Ballet  Lisa  -  A.  Fischer  (2898) 

Cordelia  -  L.  Lyon  (2466) 

Granger’s  Pink  Swan  -  Eyerdom  (2577) 
Pocono  Mountain  -  DeSandis  (n/r) 
Richter’s  Step  Up  -  Richter  (2458) 
Starshine  -  Eyerdom  (2349) 

Whirlaway  -  L.  Lyon  (2210) 

Wisteria  -  F.  ’linari  (2056) 

1979 

Ballet  Marta  -  A.  Fischer  (2899) 

Blue  Storm  -  L.  Lyon  (2464) 

Dora  Baker  -W.  Lorenzen  (2084) 

Duet  -  Richter  (n/r) 

Granger’s  Musetta  -  Eyerdom  (2575) 
Granger’s  Serenity  -  Eyerdom  (2578) 
Granger’s  Swiss  Ballet  -  Eyerdom  (2579) 
Like  Wow  Sport  -  L.  Lyon  (n/r) 

Rhapsodie  Mars  -  Holtkamp  (n/r) 

Spring  Deb  -  Eyerdom  (2348) 

■Vern’s  Delight  -  V.  Lorenzen  (2271) 

1980 

Becky  -  M.  Maas  (2669) 

Coral  Caper  -  L.  Lyon  (2727) 

Corpus  Christ!  -  Utz  (3075) 

Crimson  Frost  -  Eyerdom  (2706) 

Edith  V.  Peterson  -  'V.  Constantinov  (2561) 
Gotcha  -  L.  Lyon  (2205) 

Granger’s  Eternal  Snow  -  Eyerdom  (2573) 
Lavender  Tempest  -  Eyerdom  (2709) 
Midget  Bon  Bon  -  E.  Champion  (2282) 
Mrs.  Greg  -  V.  Lorenzen  (2361) 

Pink  Viceroy  -  Eyerdom  (2714) 

Pixie  Blue  -  L.  Lyon  (2598) 

Regina  -  Eyerdom  (2716) 

Sailor’s  Dream  -  E.  Kolb  (3108) 

Tina  -  M.  Maas  (2680) 

The  King  -  M.  Maas  (2698) 

The  Parson’s  Wife  -  Blades  (2317) 

1981 

Faith  -  Eyerdom  (2707) 

Flamingo  -  M.  Maas  (2670) 

Helene  -  L.  Lyon  (2885) 

Jason  -  M.  Maas  (3004) 

Mark  -  M.  Maas  (3007) 

Orion  -  Anderson  (2069) 

Ruffled  Red  -  M.  Maas  (2679) 

Sweet  Mary  -  V.  Lorenzen  (2489) 

1982 

Alouette  - 1.  Fredette  (2787) 

Amazing  Grace  -  Soults  (2688) 

Ballet  Anna  -  A.  Fischer  (2890) 

French  Lilac  -  ].  Swift  (2844) 

Granger’s  Starburst  -  Eyerdom  (2874) 
Granger’s  Sylvan  Blue  -  Eyerdom  (2875) 
joyful  -  L.  Lyon  (3168) 

Little  Delight  -  L.  Lyon  (3169) 

Little  Jim  -  M.  Maas  (3005) 

Millie  Blair  -  Eyerdom  (3020) 

Pink  ’n’  Ink  -  L.  Lyon  (3173) 

Sam  -  L.  Lyon  (n/r) 

Winter  Grape  - 1.  Fredette  (2789) 


1983 

Abigail  Adams  - 1.  Fredette  (3226) 
Beginner’s  Luck  -  Pritchet  (2803) 

Cat’s  Meow  -  J.  Swift  (3238) 

Celine  -  M.  Maas  (3188) 

Dardevil  -  F.  Burton  (n/r) 

Dyn-o-mite  -  L.  Lyon  (3440) 

Granger’s  Cameo  Queen  -  Eyerdom  (2863) 
Granger’s  White  Cockatoo  -  Eyerdom  (34 1 7) 
Pixie  Pink  -  L.  Lyon  (2599) 

Red  Wow  -  L.  Lyon  (n/r) 

Sunlit  Sugar  Plum  -  Scott  (4599) 

1984 

Betcha- J.  Swift  (3144) 

China  Pink  - 1.  Fredette  (3429) 

Coral  Radiance  -  L.  Lyon  (3672) 

Dear  Ellie  -  L.  Lyon  (3439) 

Granger’s  Wonderland  -  Eyerdom  (3419) 
Maas’  Chris  -  M.  Maas  (7010) 

Ms.  Pretty  -  Anderson  (5225) 

Optimara  Colorado  -  Holtkamp  (3152) 
Sammye  Ballard  -  Eyerdom  (3563) 

Sanibel  -  S.  Leary  (3377) 

Silver  Lining  - 1.  Fredette  (3629) 

Snowy  Ttail  -  L.  Lyon  (3678) 

Sparkle  Plenty  -  L.  Egenites  (2786) 

Tiger  - 1.  Fredette  (3433) 

Wanderlust  -  Eyerdom  (3786) 

Verna  Lynn  - 1.  Fredette  (n/r) 

1985 

Autumn  Honey  -  S.  Groeneman  (4462) 
Black  Ace  -  R.  Nadeau  (3541) 

Cherry  Frosting  - 1.  Fredette  (4333) 

Disco  Dazzler  -  L.  Lyon  (3909) 

Granger’s  Carnival  -  Eyerdom  (4298) 
Granger’s  Heart’s  Desire  -  Eyerdom  (3407) 
Irish  Angel  -  L.  Egenites  (4054) 

Kristi  Marie  -  L.  Lyon  (3914) 

Polly  Doodle  - 1.  Fredette  (4339) 

Rhapsodie  Barbara  -  Holtlmmp  (6979) 
Something  Special  -  R.  Nadeau  (3668) 
Lyon’s  Splish  Splash  -  L.  Lyon  (3919) 

Spring  Fling  -  R.  Nadeau  (3553) 

Sundown  -  Utz  (3598) 

Swamp  Fever  -  B.  Sisk  (4046) 

1986 

Chris  Leppard  -  M.  Maas  (4636) 

Dominique  - 1.  Fredette  (4335) 

Fisher’s  Leone  -  E.  Fisher  (4540) 

Lady  Baltimore  - 1.  Fredette  (4337) 

Love  Bug  -  L.  Lyon  (4513) 

Marie  Knoblock  -  B.  Sisk  (4042) 

Optimara  Nevada  -  Holtkamp  (6964) 
Optimara  New  Mexico  -  Holtkamp  (6583) 
Snuggles  -  L.  Lyon  (5018) 

Spanish  Moss  -  B.  Sisk  (4045) 

1987 

Fisherman’s  Paradise  -  B.  Sisk  (4843) 
Granger’s  Desert  Dawn  -  Eyerdom  (4050) 
Optimara  Hawaii  -  Holtkamp  (6558) 

Happy  Cricket  -  Hollada  (5726) 

Interlude  -  Eyerdom  (4935) 

Winnergreen  -  H.  Pittman  (4693) 

1988 

Camelot  Pink  -  Eyerdom  (4293) 

Cactus  Rose  - 1.  Fredette  (4147) 

Crystallaire  -  Eyerdom  (4295) 

Glittersweet  - 1.  Fredette  (4431) 


Granger’s  Valencia  -  Eyerdom  (4051) 

Kingwood  Red  -  Eyerdom  (4308) 

Summer  Lightning  -  L.  Lyon  (5023) 

Trail  Along  -  L.  Lyon  (n/r) 

Vibrant  Val  -  L.  Lyon  (3918) 

1989 

Anna  Kreeck  -  E.  ’Trent  (5784) 

Big  Bird  - 1.  Fredette  (5155) 

Christmas  Candy-o  -  S.  Groeneman  (5032) 
Columbia  -  Eyerdom  (5450) 

Dumplin’  -  J.  Swift  (3931) 

Fairy  Queen  -  Fisher  (n/r) 

Kiwi  Dazzler  -  D.  Snell  (5888) 

Mauna  Loa  -  Eyerdom  (5336) 

Optimara  Alabama  -  Holtkamp  (6542) 
Splendiferous  -  S.  Whitaker  (5813) 

Wrangler’s  Dixie  Celebration  -  W.  Smith  (4490) 

1990 

Boca  Grande  -  S.  Williams  (5112) 

Emilie  Savage  -  Eyerdom  (5445) 

Frances  Young  -  H.  Pittman  (5890) 

Hart’s  Snow  White  -  A.  Hart  (5590) 

Melodie  Kimi  -  Sunnyside/Levy  (8100) 

Pay  Dirt  -  P.  'Tracey  (4988) 

Wrangler’s  Jealous  Heart  -  W.  Smith  (6225) 
Wrangler’s  Pink  Patches  -  W.  Smith  (6230) 

1991 

Mickey  Mouse  -  H.  Inpijn  (n/r) 

Nortex’s  Snowfrill  Haven  -  B.  Johnson  (6045) 
Nortex’s  Snowkist  Haven  -  B.  Johnson  (6046) 
Precious  Pink  -  H.  Pittman  (6025) 

Snow  Rose  -  S.  Whitaker  (5985) 

1992 

Dancin’  Trail  -  S.  Sorano  (5565) 

Falling  Snow  -  Ttacey  (n/r) 

Fickle  Flirt  -  S.  Sorano  (6738) 

1993 

Little  Pro  -  H.  Pittman  (6637) 

1994 

Optimara  Rose  Quartz  -  Holtkamp  (6969) 

1995 

None  qualified 

1996 

Tomahawk  -  K.  Stork  (7269) 

Irish  Flirt  -  S.  Sorano  (7577) 

1997 

Ode  to  Beauty  -  Cox/B.  Johnson  (7677) 

Picasso  -  M.  Tfemblay  (6924) 

1998 

International  -  B.  Johnson  (n/r) 

Ness’  Crinkle  Blue  -  D.  Ness  (8136) 
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Photo  Credit:  Pat  Hancock 


B-Man’s  Auola 

Hybridized  by:  Bruno  Curcuruto 
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Neptune'S  Jewels 

Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses 
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by  Pauline  Bartholomew  from  her  book  “Growing  to  Show” 


Symmetry  is  more  than  the  outer  leaf  tips  touching  an 
imaginary  circle.  It  is  also  the  leaves  and  rows  of  leaves  over¬ 
lapping  each  other,  the  straightness  of  the  petioles,  the  even¬ 
ness  of  the  spacing  of  the  foliage  around  the  stem,  and  each 
layer  of  leaves  being  progressively  larger  than  the  layer  that 
follows. 

A  grower  cannot  create  symmetry  where  none  exists. 
The  degree  of  symmetry  which  a  plant  can  achieve  is  a  basic 
characteristic  of  each  variety.  However,  inherent  symmetry 
can  be  improved  by  the  application  of  various  techniques. 
Grooming  is  one  of  them. 

Grooming  involves  removing  leaves  that  detract  from  the 
circular  pattern  and  from  the  proper  progression  of  leaf  size. 
Because  of  its  complexity,  it  is  usually  one  of  the  last  skills 
that  new  growers  attempt  to  learn.  First,  a  beginner  is  reluc¬ 
tant  to  remove  any  leaf  for  fear  it  will  be  wrong,  for  everyone 
recognizes  the  fact  that  a  leaf  once  removed  can  never  be 
reattached.  Second,  the  beginner  is  so  proud  of  having  grown 
a  plant  to  a  substantial  size  that  it  seems  a  sacrilege  to  start 
removing  what  appear  to  be  perfectly  good  leaves. 

However,  this  skill  must  be  acquired  and  the  only  way  is 
through  practice.  And,  just  as  the  word  practice  implies, 
mistakes  will  be  made  while  you  are  learning.  Relax!  A 
mistake  can  be  grown  out  in  a  few  months  and  the  plant  will 


be  as  good  as  new.  At  first  the  decision  to  remove  even  one 
leaf  will  be  agonizingly  slow.  However,  you  soon  will  be  able 
to  casually  strip  away  an  entire  row  of  unwanted  leaves  in  a 
matter  of  minutes. 

Marred  leaves  are  obvious,  but  the  new  grower  must 
learn  to  recognize  immature  (baby) ,  off-sized,  and  wayward 
leaves. 

THE  PATTERN  OF  THREE 

As  new  leaves  emerge  from  the  crown,  they  form  a 
distinct  pattern  of  three.  Each  row  of  leaves  consists  of 
several  groups  of  this  series  of  three.  New  leaves  do  not 
emerge  simultaneously.  Thus,  they  are  not  equal  in  size  and 
do  not  form  an  equilateral  triangle  (all  sides  equal).  Rather, 
they  form  a  scalene  triangle  (three  unequal  sides) .  You  need 
to  train  your  eye  to  see  this  particular  triangular  pattern. 

The  pattern  of  three  is  fairly  easy  to  recognize  on  young 
plants  but  becomes  more  difficult  to  discern  as  the  plant 
matures.  When  one  immature  leaf  is  spotted,  always  look  for 
the  other  two.  Perhaps  one  or  both  were  removed  during 
previous  grooming,  but  it  pays  to  look. 

RECOGNIZING  IMMATURE  LEAVES 

Immature  leaves  (which  are  not  to  be  confused  with  off- 
sized  leaves)  are  always  found  in  the  outermost  row  of 
leaves.  As  plantlets  emerge  from  the  base  of  the  mother  leaf, 
the  first  leaves  to  form  are  immature  (baby)  leaves. 
Eventually  sturdy,  true  leaves  begin  to  form  and  the  imma¬ 
ture  ones  progress  to  the  outer  row. 
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As  each  succeeding  row  of  leaves  progresses  outward 
there  will  be  a  set  of  three  leaves  that,  while  mature  at  one 
time,  stop  developing  at  the  same  rate  as  the  other  leaves  in 
the  same  row.  This  lack  of  development  becomes  apparent  as 
these  leaves  reach  the  outermost  row.  This  is  a  natural  occur¬ 
rence;  as  new  leaves  form,  older  ones  fade  and  die.  Thus, 
each  leaf  is  programmed  to  eventually  self-destruct.  Three  by 
three  they  reach  a  stage  where  development  slows  and,  if  not 
removed  by  the  grower,  will  naturally  weaken  and  die. 


CLUES  TO  LOOK  FOR: 

1 .  Leaf  size:  The  leaves  are  smaller  than  the  others  in  the 
same  row. 

2.  Petiole  size:  Petioles  are  smaller,  weaker,  and  paler  in 
color. 

3.  Leaf  texture:  Leaves  are  not  as  deeply  quilted,  as  curly, 
or  as  wavy,  according  to  the  variety. 

4.  Suckers:  Suckers  often  form  at  the  base  of  the  petiole  of 
an  immature  leaf. 


Wlhy  Mj 

by  Byron  Borck 


1 .  It  needs  more  light.  Test  the  light  by  placing  your  hand 
between  the  light  source  and  the  plant.  If  your  hand  casts 
a  shadow,  the  light  should  be  okay.  Too  much  light  is  also 
not  good  for  the  plant.  Protect  it  from  direct  sunlight  with 
a  sheer  curtain. 

2.  The  room  is  too  warm.  Violets  prefer  daytime  tempera¬ 
tures  between  68  and  75  degrees  and  night  temperatures 
in  the  low  60’s. 

3.  It  is  time  to  repot.  Repot  every  six  months,  more  often  for 
the  miniatures.  The  potting  mix  breaks  down  and 
becomes  too  acid. 

4.  The  wrong  fertilizer.  Select  a  fertilizer  with  a  high  num¬ 
ber  in  the  middle. 

5.  It  needs  less  fertilizer.  Too  much  promotes  leaf  growth  at 
the  expense  of  flowers. 

6.  It  has  been  over-watered.  The  soil  should  be  kept  damp  - 
not  soggy.  When  the  pot  seems  light  when  lifted,  it  is 
probably  time  to  water.  Potting  mixes  that  contain  sand 
or  actual  soil  from  the  garden  will  be  heavy  and  you  can¬ 
not  use  this  test.  Use  a  soilless  mix  with  extra  perlite. 


Stick  your  finger  in  the  soil.  Water  when  needed,  not 
when  it  is  convenient. 

7.  It  needs  better  circulation  of  air.  Avoid  drafts.  Keep  plants 
away  from  open  windows,  doors,  or  the  breeze  from  a 
fan  directed  on  the  plant. 

8.  It  has  too  many  crowns.  “Suckers”  which  develop  into 
crowns  will  compete  for  space,  food,  and  moisture.  Grow 
one  crown  to  a  pot,  except  for  trailers. 

9.  Plants  need  consistent  care.  Give  your  plant  attention, 
turning  it  every  few  days,  water  when  dry,  open  the  cur¬ 
tains  on  cloudy  days,  close  them  when  the  sun  beats  in, 
pick  off  the  old  blooms,  dust  the  leaves  with  a  soft  brush, 
and  wash  the  leaves  occasionally  to  remove  house  dust 
and  repot  when  necessary. 

10.  If  you  do  all  these  things  and  the  plant  still  refuses  to 
bloom,  get  a  variety  that  has  a  reputation  for  being  a 
good  bloomer. 

From  “The  Dixie  News”,  publication  oj the  Dixie  AVS 


Summer  Survival 


The  sunlight  is  much  stronger  in  the  summer,  so  remember  to  protect  your 
plants  accordingly.  One  of  the  first  signs  of  too  much  sun  is  that  the  leaves  lose 
their  color  and  begin  to  wilt.  Insufficient  water  or  the  strong  rays  of  the  sun  could 
be  the  cause.  If  your  violets  are  growing  in  a  window  with  a  southern  exposure, 
make  certain  to  either  move  them  back  from  the  window  or  have  some  kind  of 
sheer  curtain  to  protect  the  foliage  from  getting  sunburned. 

From  “Ye  Bay  Stater”  publication  oJ the  Bay  State  AVS 
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Buckle 
Disco  Dancer 

Hybridized  by:  Pat  Hancock 
Pats  Patch 

Standard 


Photo  Credit:  Pat  Hancock 


Barbara  Jean 

Exhibited  by:  Ernie  Elias 
Hybridized  by:  E,  Fisher 
Large 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 
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Photo  Credit:  Paul  Sorano 


New  Year’s  Eve 

2000  Introduction 
Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses 

Standard 
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Catch  that  Sucker! 

by  John  Beaulieu  •  Barrie,  Ontario  Canada 


It  would  have  been  better  to  have  caught  this  sucker 
(shown  in  circle)  sooner,  before  it  started  to  nun  the 
symmetry  of  its  Saintpaulia  ‘Kiss  Me’ 


An  ‘Olfa’  knife  with  veiy  sharp  snap  off  blades  is  an 
indispensable  tool  in  the  plant  room.  Use  it  (or  any  sharp 
tool)  to  cut  the  sucker Jrom  the  main  crown  of  the  plant. 


The  sucker  itself  can  be  rooted  to  give  you  a  new  plant, 
faster  than  putting  down  a  leaf! 


No,  it’s  not  an  article  about  fishing.  Suckers  are  the  offshoots  that 
will  grow  on  single  crowned  varieties  of  African  violets.  Ideally,  they 
should  be  caught  and  removed  from  the  plant  as  soon  as  you  can 
determine  that  they  actually  are  suckers.  If  left  unchecked,  they  will 
continue  to  grow  and  eventually  will  destroy  the  nice  symmetrical 
growth  of  your  single  crowned  plant.  I  have  found  that  among  the 
general  horticultural  societies,  knowledge  is  limited  regarding  suckers. 
Because  it  can  happen  so  frequently,  some  of  these  clubs  are  actually 
adding  classes  to  their  flower  shows  for  multiple  crowned  African 
violets.  Plants  that  have  several  crowns  by  suckering  should  not  be 
confused  with  the  trailing  varieties  of  African  violets.  In  the  case  of  true 
‘trailers’,  you  want  to  have  at  least  three  crowns  for  the  proper  trailing 
effect. 

There  are  many  tools  that  you  can  use  for  sucker  removal.  For  get¬ 
ting  those  tiny  beginning  suckers,  a  sharp  tool  like  a  nut  pick  can  be 
useful.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  there  is  an  official  tool  out  there  called  a 
‘sucker  plucker’.  I  find  that  a  very  sharp  knife  will  work  well  for  suck¬ 
ers  of  all  sizes.  I  prefer  my  trusty  (or  is  that  rusty?)  ‘Olfa’  knife.  ‘Olfa’ 
is  just  one  brand  of  what  is  commonly  referred  to  as  a  wallpaper  knife. 
They  are  also  used  in  the  graphics  industry.  They  are  refillable  with 
razor  sharp  snap  off  blades  which  will  keep  your  knife  functioning  well. 

When  removing  a  large  sucker,  you  want  to  be  careful  not  to  cut 
too  far  into  the  main  crown  of  the  plant.  If  you  don’t  want  to  save  the 
crown  for  rooting,  you  can  carefully  cut  a  bit  at  a  time  to  make  sure  that 
you  don’t  damage  the  original  crown. 

Good  sized  suckers  can  be  rooted,  if  you  want  to  create  another 
plant  of  the  same  variety.  In  the  case  of  those  ‘chimera’  varieties  of 
African  violets  that  do  not  come  ‘true’  from 
leaf  cuttings,  they  will  usually  come  true 
from  a  sucker.  A  sucker  will  usually  not 
have  a  lot  of  ‘trunk’  on  it.  There  will  just  be 
a  small  junction  of  leaves.  This  sucker  can 
be  placed  in  a  small  pot  of  your  favorite 
potting  mix.  You  may  even  have  to  prop  it  up 
a  bit  with  toothpicks  or  a  name  stake  to  stop 
it  from  falling  over.  Keep  the  potting  mix 
moist  and  provide  lots  of  humidity  until 
the  little  sucker  is  rooted  and  well  on  it’s 
way  to  becoming  a  new  plant.  Extra 
humidity  is  easily  provided  by  placing  a 
plastic  bag  over  the  entire  plant  and  pot  (as  shown  at  the  right).  Of 
course  if  you  have  any  clear  plastic  domed  containers  they  too  will  pro¬ 
vide  that  humid  terrarium  condition  that  a  rooting  cutting  needs. 

Some  leaf  ‘training’  may  be  required  to  help  fill  in  the  gap  that  may 
have  been  created  on  the  main  plant.  Small  stakes  can  be  used  to  hold 
leaves  a  little  further  over,  hiding  the  space  that  the  sucker  came  from. 
Eventually  the  leaves  will  stay  where  you  have  moved  them  and  the 
stakes  can  be  removed. 
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Over-watering  or  Over-fertilization 

by  Cheryl  Salatino 


You’ve  lightened  your  usual  potting  soil  and  have 
begun  to  wick  water  your  plants  using  constant  feed  Peters 
20-20-20  fertilizer.  Now  you’re  experiencing  browning  on 
the  tips  of  the  leaves  and  centers,  distorted  new  growth, 
limp  outer  leaves  and  yellowing  of  older  growth. 

You  might  be  experiencing  both  over-fertilization  and 
over-watering.  If  you  are  using  fertilized  water  in  your  reser¬ 
voir  each  time  you  water,  you  may  be  giving  your  plants  too 
much.  If  your  plant  is  not  able  to  use  the  water  provided,  it 
may  be  too  wet. 

Here  are  a  few  suggestions  to  try: 

To  detect  over- watering: 

1 .  Make  sure  the  pot  size  is  correct  for  the  plant.  The  rec¬ 
ommended  proportion  is  1/3  the  size  of  the  plant. 

2.  Do  not  fill  the  reservoir  completely  when  you  water.  Fill 
it  only  1/4  full.  Monitor  the  plant’s  water  intake.  Make 
certain  the  plant  is  using  most  of  the  water  provided  dur¬ 
ing  a  one  week  period.  If  not,  there  may  be  something 
else  wrong.  Look  for  signs  of  other  problems  (soil  mealy 
bugs  or  crown  rot) . 


To  combat  over-fertilization: 

1 .  Develop  a  regular  watering/fertilizer  schedule  and  consis¬ 
tently  follow  it  (just  as  you  would  do  for  non-wicked 
plants) .  Rotate  fertilizers  on  a  regular  basis. 

2.  Fill  water  reservoirs  1/4  full  to  accommodate  one  week  of 
your  water  schedule. 

3.  Lighten  the  amount  of  fertilizer  used  in  your  water. 

4.  Include  one  week  of  unfertilized  water  to  your  weekly 
watering  schedule. 

5.  Repot  regularly  to  avoid  fertilizer  salt  build-up. 

You  do  not  have  to  pour  the  prior  week’s  water  from  your 
reservoirs,  just  add  the  amount  your  plant  needs  to  the  exist¬ 
ing  water. 

While  wick  watering  is  a  convenient  method  of  caring 
for  our  plant’s  needs,  it  is  not  meant  to  be  a  replacement  for 
weekly  plant  care.  Understand  the  demands  of  your  plant. 
You  will  be  rewarded  with  healthy,  blooming  African 
violets. 


From  “Ye  Bay  Stater”,  publication  of  the  Bay  State  AVS 


Have  a  Plant  Grab!! 

by  Mary  Butler 


Last  fall,  as  the  safe  plant-shipping  season  was  drawing 
to  a  close,  my  friend  Kim  and  I  decided  to  go  in  together  one 
last  time  on  a  mail  order.  We  had  been  mail  ordering,  sharing 
the  shipping  expenses,  for  quite  some  time  and  had  become 
rather  addicted.  This  time  we  tried  something  a  little  different 
and  it  turned  out  to  be  such  a  fun  and  satisfactory  experience 
that  I  would  like  to  share  it!  This  would  be  a  great  thing  for 
clubs  and  other  groups  to  do  as  well. 

We  selected  a  25  plant  “retailer’s  choice”  selection.  This 
is  an  extremely  cost  effective  way  to  obtain  a  variety  of 
healthy  plants.  Many  of  these  turned  out  to  be  -  while  not 
what  we  would  have  ordered  based  on  description  -  ones  we 
were  especially  glad  to  have.  Many  were  new  releases.  When 
they  arrived  at  my  house,  I  faced  a  moral  dilemma  -  should 
a  very  slightly  misshapen  leaf  be  removed  here  and  there? 

As  each  carefully  unwrapped  plant  appeared  even  more 
delightful  than  the  last,  I  wrestled  with  my  conscience  and 
decided  to  make  the  leaf  decision  with  Kim  present. 

I  artfully  arranged  the  plants  on  my  dining  table.  The 


next  morning  Kim  arrived  and  we  devised  the  following 
ground  rules  for  divvying  up  the  plants: 

1 .  We  would  flip  a  coin  to  see  who  went  first  and  then  take 
turns  selecting  plants. 

2.  While  one  person  was  making  her  choice,  the  other  was 
to  refrain  from  any  verbal  or  physical  commentary  (this 
was  the  most  difficult  aspect!) 

3.  In  the  spirit  of  good  sportsmanship,  any  broken  or  mis¬ 
shapen  leaves  were  graciously  offered  to  the  person  not 
getting  the  actual  plant. 

Retailers  offering  these  selections  can  be  found  in  the 
back  pages  of  the  African  Violet  Magazine,  as  well  as  adver¬ 
tising  in  many  of  your  own  club  publications.  This  would  be 
a  great  way  to  liven  up  your  club  meetings  and  it  might  also 
be  a  nice  way  to  introduce  your  friends  to  African  violets. 

From  “Ye  Bay  Stater”,  publication  oj the  Bay  State  AVS 
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B-Man  '5  Irish  Red 

Hybridized  by:  Bruno  Curcuruto 
Standard 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Rob's 
Perfect  Peach 

Exhibited  by:  Emma  Bygott 
Hybridized  by:  R.  Robinson 
Rob 's  Mini-oLets 
Semiminiature 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


May  •  June  2000 


Photo  Credit:  Pat  Hancock 


Buckeye  Eyestopper 

Hybridizer:  Pat  Hancock 

Pats  Patch 
Standard 
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Progress  Report  on  Evaluations  of  the 
Last  Seedlings  Hybridized  by  Max  W.  Maas 

by  Waither  H.  Ott 

Union  County  Chapter  of  AVSA,  New  Jersey 


The  last  crop  of  African  violet  seedlings  hybridized  in 
1982  by  Max  W.  Maas  was  given  to  the  Union  County  (NJ) 
Chapter  of  AVSA  (AVM,  May/June  1994,  pgs  34,  35).  Our 
project  since  then  was  to  propagate  these  plants  and  select 
and  name  any  cultivars  that  appeared  “new  and  different”. 

This  project  has  now  been  completed  with  the  selection 
and  naming  of  26  new  cultivars  originating  from  the  315 
plants  recovered  from  the  last  crop  of  Max  Maas’  seedlings. 

The  names  for  1 8  of  these  cultivars  were  described  in  the 
above-mentioned  1994  article  in  the  AVM.  Names  of  the 
remaining  8  cultivars  are  as  follows: 

‘Maas’  Arbor  Glen’  -  named  for  Arbor  Glen,  the  retire¬ 
ment  community  in  Bridgewater,  NJ,  where  my  wife,  Maxine, 
and  I  reside. 

‘Maas’  Eva’  -  Named  for  the  late  Eva  Schmidt,  long-time 
grower  and  exhibitor  of  African  violets. 

‘Maas’  Firecracker’  -  Named  for  the  vivid  red  single 
blossoms  of  this  cultivar. 

‘Maas’  Gerry’  -  Named  for  Gerry  Brenner,  Union  County 
Chapter  Past  President. 

‘Maas’  Maxine’  -  Named  for  Maxine  Ott,  who  continues 
to  encourage  me  to  grow  beautiful  plants. 

‘Maas’  Sunfollower’  -  Named  for  the  tendency  of  this 
cultivar’s  blooms  to  point  toward  the  sun. 

‘Maas’  Victorian  Violet’  -  Named  for  the  theme  of  the 

1996  UCC  show  “Victorian  Violets”  (all  3  yet-to-be-named 
plants  won  blue  ribbons) . 

‘Maas’  Vincent’  -  Named  for  Vincent  Gross  whose  plant 
of  the  yet-to-be-named  cultivars  won  Best  In  Class  at  the 

1997  UCC  show. 

Plants  of  these  26  new  cultivars  have  been  exhibited  in 
appropriate  classes  at  the  annual  judged  shows  from  1985  to 
1997.  Classes  have  been  collections  of  3  different  named 
varieties,  specimen  plants  according  to  bloom  type  and  color, 
seedling,  project  and  novice. 

On  the  basis  of  our  experience  in  growing  these  new 
varieties,  as  well  as  the  blue  ribbons  and  special  rewards 
received,  the  9  varieties  listed  in  Thble  1  may  be  considered 
the  “Best”  of  the  new  varieties  obtained  from  the  last 
seedlings  hybridized  by  Max  W.  Maas.  Exhibited  plants  of 
each  of  these  varieties  have  received  62%  or  more  of  their 
awards  as  blue  ribbons. 

Two  of  these  varieties  (‘Maas’  Dorothy’  and  ‘Maas’ 
Edna’)  have  won  “Best  in  Show”  awards.  Five  varieties  have 
been  ranked  from  2nd  Best  in  Show  to  5th  Best  in  Show. 


Table  1 .  The  "Best"  of  the  varieties  originated  from  the  last  seedlings  hybridized 
by  Max  W.  Maas 


Variety 

Number 
of  Shows 

Number 

of 

Plants 

Percent 

Blue 

Awards 

Best  in  Show 

MAAS'  DOROTHY.  Semidouble 
lavender  two-tone.  Dark  green. 
Standard. 

12 

24 

75 

1988 

MAAS’  EDNA.  Semidouble  red  frilled 
Red  back  Standard. 

8 

13 

77 

1994 

MAAS'  FIRECRACKER.  Single  red. 
Ovate,  scalloped.  Standard. 

2 

4 

75 

4th  in  1994 

MAAS'  JILL.  SemidoubiG  pink  two- 
tone.  Dark  green/red  back  Standard. 

4 

10 

80 

(Best  Maas  in  1995) 

MAAS'  MARJORIE.  Semidouble 
burgundy.  Dark  green,  scalloped. 
Standard 

8 

10 

70 

(Best  Maas  in  1990) 

MAAS'  MARTHA.  Semidouble  light 
pink  ruffled  Light  green,  ovate. 
Standard. 

6 

8 

75 

4th  in  1992 

(Best  Maas) 

MAAS'  ROY.  Double  dark  pink  two- 
tone  frilled.  Dark  green  Standard 

8 

13 

62 

5th  in  1988 

MAAS'  VICTORIAN  VIOLET.  Single 
red  Dark  green.  Standard 

2 

4 

100 

2nd  in  1997 
(Best  Maas) 

MAAS’  WALTHER.  Semidouble  pink. 
Dark  green,  glossy.  Standard. 

7 

19  j 

95 

4th  in  1996 
(Best  Maas) 

The  5  varieties  listed  as  “good”  varieties  in  Thble  2  are 
also  beautiful  African  violets.  However,  they  seem  to  be  less 
likely  to  develop  naturally  into  top-awarded  winning  show 
plants. 

Table  2.  The  "Good"  varieties  originated  from  the  last  seedlings  hybridized 
by  Max  W.  Maas 


Variety 

Number 
of  Shows 

Number 

of 

Plants 

Percent 

Blue 

Awards 

MAAS'  GRACE.  Single  fuchsia  frilled. 
Standard. 

5 

6 

17 

MAAS'  KATHARINE.  Semidouble  red 
two-tone  frilled.  Dark  green,  ovate, 
scalloped/red  back.  Standard 

■  4 

4 

50 

MAAS’  MURIEL.  Semidouble  lavender 
ruffled.  Spooned.  Standard. 

8 

22 

45 

MAAS'  ROBERT.  Double  red  frilled. 
Standard 

7 

11 

55 

MAAS'  TONY.  Double  white/green 
edge.  Dark  green/red  back.  Standard. 

5 

9 

33 

The  12  remaining  new  varieties  listed  in  Ihble  3  have 
had  too  few  plants  exhibited  thus  far  in  the  UCC  judged 
shows  for  us  to  evaluate  which  varieties  could  be  included 
among  the  “Best”  varieties  from  Max  W.  Maas’  last  seedlings. 
However,  several  of  these  varieties  look  promising  with 
100%  blue  ribbons. 
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Descriptions  for 
20  of  these  new 
varieties  are  given  in 
the  Eighth  Edition 
(1997)  of  the  MVL, 
page  117.  These 
descriptions  are  also 
included  in  Ihbles  1 , 
2  and  3.  Descriptions 
of  the  remaining  6 
varieties  are  given  in 
Table  1  (‘Maas’ 
Victorian  Violet’)  and 
Table  3  (‘Maas’ 
Arbor  Glen’,  ‘Maas’ 
Eva’,  ‘Maas’  Gerry’, 
‘Maas’  Maxine’  and 
‘Maas’  Vincent’). 


Table  3.  The  remaining  (unranked)  varieties  originated  from  the  last  seedlings 
hybridized  by  Max  W.  Maas 


Variety 

Number 
of  Shows 

Number 

of 

Plants 

Percent 

Blue 

Awards 

MAAS'  ARBOR  GLEN.  Double  Pink.  Standard. 

2 

3 

67 

MAAS'  ESTELLE.  Semidouble  .pink.  Light  green. 
Standard. 

1 

1 

0 

MAAS'  EVA.  Double  pink  two-tone.  Standard. 

2 

3 

67 

MAAS'  FAITH.  Double  light  pink.  Light  green 
Standard 

2 

2 

100 

MAAS'  GERRY.  Single  white  star. 

Semlmlnlature. 

1 

2 

50 

MAAS'  MARION.  Single  rose  frilled.  Wavy. 

Standard. 

2 

2 

50 

MAAS'  MAXINE.  Double  white  Standard. 

2 

3 

33 

MAAS'  MEL.  Semidouble  pink.  Standard. 

1 

1 

0 

MAAS'  NANCY.  Semidouble  pink  frilled/purple 
fantasy  Quilted.  Standard. 

1 

1 

100 

MAAS'  PENNY.  Senidouble  rose  ruffled.  Round, 

spooned/variable  red  back.  Standard. 

1 

1 

100 

MAAS'  SUNFOLLOWER.  Semidouble  white 

Light  green.  Standard. 

1 

1 

100 

MAAS'  VINCENT.  Double  pink  Standard  i  „ 

i 

2 

100 

TIGHT  CENTER 
CHECKLIST 

by  Steve  Covolo 
Chicago,  IL 

1 .  Place  one  piece  of  toilet  tissue  over  the  center  of  your  plant  for  one  week.  If  the  center  opens  up  your 
problem  is  light  intensity.  Either  raise  the  lights,  move  the  plant  farther  away,  or  decrease  the  amount 
of  time  the  lights  are  on. 

%/  2.  If  the  center  is  still  tight  after  a  week,  then  it  could  be  either  a  pest  or  fertilizer  problem.  Are  the  leaves 
twisted  or  distorted?  If  the  leaves  are  curved  up  or  down  on  the  leaf  margins  and  the  leaves  are 
distorted,  it  is  likely  a  mite  problem. 

3.  If  there  are  no  twisted  or  distorted  leaves  in  the  center,  it  is  usually  a  fertilizer  problem.  Cut  back  on 
the  fertilizer  for  a  month  and  you  will  usually  see  a  marked  improvement. 

%/  4.  If  there  is  no  change,  consider  when  the  plant  was  last  potted.  The  more  rootbound  a  plant  becomes, 
the  tighter  the  center  will  grow.  If  this  is  the  case,  simply  repotting  will  solve  the  problem. 
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Fluorescent 
Lights 
and  Stands 

by  John  Cook 
Cape  Cod  Violetry 


There  are  many  kinds  of  light  stands,  fixtures 
and  fluorescent  tubes.  But  whether  homemade  or 
commercial,  light  stands  are  usually  better  than  nat¬ 
ural  light  for  growing  African  violets. 

Light  stands  can  either  be  free  standing  or 
table-top.  The  free-standing  ones  are  available  with 
two,  three  or  four  shelves  and  a  variety  of  fixtures, 
most  of  which  are  adjustable.  We  prefer  either  the 
Flora  Cart  or  the  Lite  Cart  made  by  Growers  Supply, 
although  there  are  other  commercial  suppliers,  like 
Flora  Light  and  Volkmann’s.  Homemade  stands 
may  be  made  of  wood,  metal  tubing  or  PVC  tubing. 

There  are  also  a  variety  of  light  fixtures.  The  first  fixtures 
we  used  were  shop  lights.  The  shop  lights  manufactured 
thirty  years  ago  had  large  reflectors  and  worked  quite  well. 
Today,  most  shop  lights  have  a  very  small  reflective  surface 
with  the  tubes  placed  close  together  (only  about  6"  apart). 
This  puts  a  lot  of  light  under  the  center  of  the  fixture  but  not 
much  out  to  the  sides. 

We  have  recently  switched  some  of  our  shop  fixtures  to 
those  made  by  Growers  Supply.  In  these,  the  bulbs  are  1 1 " 
apart  under  a  large  reflective  surface.  (We  have  found  a 
marked  improvement  in  the  growth  of  the  plants,  except  for 
species,  which  require  less  light.) 

Also,  fixtures  are  available  with  either  conventional  or 
electronic  ballasts.  As  old  ballasts  give  out,  we’ve  been 
replacing  them  with  electronic  ballasts.  While  more  expen¬ 
sive,  they  cost  less  to  run  and  give  off  almost  no  heat,  both 
important  factors  if  you  are  growing  a  lot  of  plants. 

There  are  also  many  types  of  fluorescent  light  tubes:  Gro- 
Lux,  Gro-Lux  Wide  Spectrum,  Powertwist,  Verilux,  Agrosun, 
and  Tru  Lite,  as  well  as  regular  cool  white  and  warm  white 
bulbs. 

Each  of  the  tubes  gives  off  a  different  color  spectrum: 


Tube  Type 
(40  watt) 

Percentage  of  Plant  Growth  Ra] 

p 

Red  Rays 

Yellow/ 
Green  Rays 

Blue 

Rays 

Ccx)l  White 

8.47% 

42.94% 

20.78% 

Warm 

White 

11.53% 

43.41% 

12.91% 

Gro-Lux 

Standard 

39.55% 

15.44% 

27.07% 

Gro-Lux 

Wide- 

Spectrum 

21.78% 

(8%  far  red) 

24.26% 

14.29% 

When  you’re  deciding  which  bulbs  to  buy,  keep  in  mind 
that  the  standard  Gro-Lux  tubes  give  a  red  color  to  the  plants. 
This  might  be  nice  if  you’re  growing  reds  -  until  you  remove 
them  from  under  the  lights.  We  use  one  cool  white  and  one 
Gro-Lux  Wide  Spectrum  in  each  fixture,  which  still  gives  a 
natural  color  to  the  plants. 

Tubes  do  wear  out  over  time.  The  ends  become  dark  and 
you  lose  a  percentage  of  the  lumens  that  the  tube  gives  off 
When  replacing  tubes,  replace  one  at  a  time.  Replacing  both 
at  once  is  apt  to  shock  the  plants. 

You  can  regulate  growth  by  varying  the  length  of  time 
the  lights  are  on,  which  shelf  you  put  a  plant  on,  and  where 
on  the  shelf  you  place  the  plant.  The  bottom  shelves  are  usu¬ 
ally  cooler,  the  top  shelves  warmer,  and  the  strongest  light  is 
in  the  center  of  the  fixture  with  weaker  light  on  the  ends. 

Experimenting  with  your  plants  will  tell  you  where  to 
place  them.  We  even  grow  some  of  our  species  hanging  in 
front  of  the  stands,  because  they  like  less  light  than  most 
other  violets  growing  under  lights. 

Buy  a  stand,  make  a  stand,  or  hang  a  light  fixture  over  a 
table  -  they  all  work.  Have  some  fun! 
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REGIONAL  REVIEWS 

Compiled  by  Pat  Richards  •  Olathe,  KS 


A  frequent  contributor  of  very  informative  articles  to 
the  AVM,  Don  Geiss focuses  on  the  basics  of  growing  and 
on  growing  between  two  very  different  locales,  as  he  spends 
his  winters  in  Texas  and  the  rest  of  the  year  in  Michigan! 

From  Leaf  to  Flowering  Plant 

There  are  a  very  few  days  during  the  winter  that  the 
temperature  reaches  30  degrees  below  zero.  There  are  a  few 
more  days  that  it  reaches  20  below;  even  more  at  10  below 
and  quite  regularly  zero.  We  in  Northern  Michigan  expect 
that  and  dress  for  it  and  of  course  make  certain  that  our 
beautiful  African  violets  do  not  suffer  from  it. 

Our  methods  of  raising  these  lovely  plants  were  gleaned 
from  a  number  of  sources  and  we  continue  to  change  slight¬ 
ly  when  a  new  system  or  part  thereof  sounds  worthwhile.  A 
non-soil  mix  is  probably  the  best  starting  point  since  that  is 
basic  to  the  entire  operation.  Our  mix  is  made  up  of  one  and 
one  half  parts  of  Metro  Mix  360  (Scotts  product),  one  part 
coarse  vermiculite,  and  one  part  coarse  perlite. 

We  select  a  leaf  that  is  above  or  below  a  flower  that  is 
true  to  the  original.  This  may  be  simply  a  personal  prefer¬ 
ence  because  a  follow  up  study  has  never  been  made  of  the 
new  plants  and  their  resultant  flowers.  We  are  satisfied  that 
at  least  a  good  percentage  hold  true  to  color. 

We  use  three  ounce  Solo  plastic  cups  for  our  starter 
leaves.  They  are  inserted  in  damp  mix  in  a  very  shallow 
fashion  at  an  angle  and  propped  up  with  cocktail  picks. 
Generally  there  are  five  to  14  baby  plants  resulting.  In  late 
fall  we  put  down  about  150  leaves  with  two  each  of  every 
color.  Generally  there  is  about  a  99  percent  reproduction  out 
of  all  of  the  leaves.  We  do  not  tent  them  under  plastic  nor  do 
we  selectively  choose  only  certain  offspring.  Each  tiny 
starter  is  planted  in  a  three  inch  green  pot;  green  color 
because  we  often  toss  out  plants  that  do  not  appeal  to  us  and 
the  green  is  much  easier  to  wash  and  reuse. 

All  of  the  plants  and  leaves  are  wick  watered. 
Galvanized  pans  20  by  30  inches  with  a  hardware  cloth 
screen  covering  serve  as  reservoirs.  The  pans  are  filled  with 
a  water-fertilizer  mix.  Leaf  pans  have  a  one  eighth  teaspoon 
15-30-15  fertilizer  per  gallon  of  water  mix  while  the  starters 
and  mature  plants  have  one  quarter  teaspoon  added  per 
gallon. 

Because  of  our  free  seminars  as  a  sales  method  we  sel¬ 
dom  see  fit  to  repot  into  something  larger.  The  seminars  are 
conducted  for  garden  clubs  and  senior  citizen  groups.  We 
bring  to  the  site  about  75  plants  in  full  flower  and  persons 
who  attend  may  purchase  if  they  desire.  In  our  remote  sec¬ 


tion  of  the  country  where  it  has  only  a  small  population,  we 
could  not  depend  on  local  sales  to  turn  over  our  plants. 

The  plant  room  is  located  in  the  room  adjoining  the  space 
heater  and  the  heater  along  with  the  heat  from  the  fluores¬ 
cent  fixtures  keeps  them  adequately  warm.  A  floor  stand  fan 
serves  to  keep  the  air  circulating  and  solve  the  problem  of 
powdery  mildew. 

Our  greatest  problem  is  transporting  plants  to  a  seminar 
or,  for  that  matter,  packaging  them  for  a  walk-in  purchaser 
during  most  of  the  year.  Our  plants  are  transported  in  foam 
boxes  originally  obtained  from  a  tropical  fish  vendor.  Each  of 
these  hold  12  plants  when  they  are  placed  in  floral  cups. 
Packaging  for  individual  walk-in  AV  lovers  or  take  out  after 
seminars  is  with  plastic  shopping  bags  filled  half  way  with 
shredded  paper.  A  hole  is  burrowed  in  the  center  of  the 
shredded  paper.  Into  the  hole  we  place  the  plant  and  adjacent 
to  it  is  located  an  empty  1 6  ounce  reservoir  and  instruction 
sheet.  The  handles  are  then  tied  together  which  helps  to 
make  a  warm  seal. 

A  final  major  problem  in  our  remote  location  is  obtaining 
large  quantities  of  the  planting  materials.  The  nearest  suppli¬ 
er  is  a  three  hour  drive  away.  Since  we  do  not  have  a  truck 
our  car  is  loaded  with  three  bags  of  each  ingredient.  It  is 
worth  it  all  though,  when  we  see  the  beautifully  flowering 
plants,  watch  the  smiles  on  the  faces  of  purchasers  and  later 
hear  their  success  stories. 

We  constantly  add  new  plants  to  our  collection  and  drop 
others  which  do  not  seem  to  appeal  to  us  or  other  plant 
lovers.  High  on  the  list  of  our  favorites  is  ‘Arcturus’.  The 
striking  white  edges  with  the  red  major  color  is  very  eye¬ 
catching  and  the  profusion  of  flowers  is  a  delight. 

Next  on  our  list  is  ‘Irish  Elirt’.  The  luscious  green  to  white 
blossoms  are  more  profuse  on  each  plant  and  last  longer  than 
any  other  plant  we  have  ever  grown.  Each  flower  reminds  us 
of  a  miniature  rose. 

Third  place  goes  to  ‘Melodie  Kimi’.  The  beautiful  blue 
with  white  petal  contrast  is  eye-catching  and  the  number  of 
blossoms  at  one  time  adds  to  its  appeal. 

Eourth  in  our  estimation  is  ‘Rainbow’s  Quiet  Riot’.  The 
outstanding  contrast  between  the  white  markings  on  the  dark 
blue  background  is  most  unusual.  They  are  among  the  first  to 
be  taken  lovingly  home  by  seminar  participants. 

Finally,  we  believe  the  ‘Optimara  Alabama’  to  be  num¬ 
bered  as  one  of  the  top  members  of  our  collection.  Again  the 
blue  and  the  white  is  extremely  eye-catching  and  those  flow¬ 
ers  embedded  in  a  mass  of  like  blossoms  cannot  help  but  be 
a  winner. 
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Kazuo  Horikoshi  is  a  dedicated  African  violet  grower 
and  AVSA  member Jfom  Tokyo,  Japan.  He  is  well  known  to 
AVSA  convention  goers,  as  he  has  attended  16  conventions 
and  served  on  the  AVSA  Board  of  Directors.  In  his  review,  he 
provides  some  delighfrul  insight  on  growing  African  violets 
in  Japan. 

I  would  like  to  explain  how  our  members  adapt  to  the 
versatility  of  growing  African  violets  in  Japan.  A  few  mem¬ 
bers  grow  theirs  in  window  sills  but  sometimes  it  is  difficult 
to  control  light  and  temperature.  Many  members  use  a  3  or 
4-tiered  light  stand  with  light  fixtures.  I  use  eight  5-tiered 
light  stands  with  about  50"  spaced  light  fixtures  on  the 
second  level  of  my  house. 

Watering  is  different  among  the  group.  We  use  top  water¬ 
ing,  Texas  style  and  wick-watering  in  Japan.  But  we  recom¬ 
mend  top  watering  for  beginners  because  the  other  two  can 
result  in  overwatering. 

Japan  is  a  long,  island  country  from  north  to  south.  The 
northern  part  is  not  so  hot  in  summer  and  is  frozen  outside 
in  winter  but  very  warm  inside.  Many  members  use  wick¬ 
watering  and  have  great  success.  The  middle  and  southern 
parts  are  not  too  cold  for  people  in  winter  but  is  too  cold  for 
violets.  If  good  temperatures  are  not  kept  for  violets,  overwa¬ 
tering  will  result,  causing  damage  to  the  center  leaves,  crown 
rot  or  root  rot. 

I  use  wick-watering  now.  I  use  two  air  conditioners,  one 
in  my  room  and  one  in  the  plant  room.  The  air  conditioner 
keeps  the  room  23C  (74  degrees)  at  night  and  27C  (80 
degrees)  in  the  daytime  in  summer.  It  stays  20C  (68  degrees) 
at  night  and  25C  (77  degrees)  daytime  in  winter.  I  don’t  have 
cold  temperature  damage. 

Soil  is  very  important  for  growing  violets  in  Japan.  We 
use  the  following  materials  for  soil:  coarse  vermiculite, 
sphagnum  peat  moss,  venuslite  instead  of  perlite,  silicic-acid 
and  ground  oyster  shell.  Venuslite  is  made  from  obsidian 
(volcanic  glass) .  Venuslite  and  silicic-acid  contain  silicon  and 
sixteen  minerals.  They  keep  soil  pH  6.5  to  6.8. 

Mrs.  Toshiko  Kawakami,  the  president  of  our  society, 
found  these  materials  over  twenty  years  ago.  After  using 
them,  African  violets  are  a  very  popular  house  plant  in  Japan. 
Oyster  shell  contains  natural  calcium,  which  is  why  we  add 
it  to  the  soil  mixture. 

There  are  many  kind  of  fertilizers  in  Japan,  but  for  grow¬ 
ing  violets  we  use  fertilizers  from  foreign  countries  as  well  as 
Japanese  ones.  We  have  been  using  Peters  12-36-14,  Schultz 
and  so  on.  Recently  calcified  seaweed  from  the  United 
Kingdom  and  Wonderlizer  “High  Bloom”  are  great.  Calcified 
seaweed  is  of  the  powder  type.  After  repotting,  put  it  on  the 
surface  of  the  soil  and  water  it  in.  It  is  very  good  for  growing 
strong  roots.  Wonderlizer  is  originally  for  Orchids  but 
Wonderlizer  “High  Bloom”  6-25-25  is  also  good  for  African 
violets  and  other  Gesneriads. 

Japan  is  surrounded  by  the  sea,  so  it  is  easy  to  keep  good 


humidity  (40%  to  60%)  for  violets.  But  tall  apartment  hous¬ 
es  are  very  dry.  In  this  case  we  use  clear  round  plastic  cases. 
As  we  get  good  humidity,  trailers  are  easy  for  us  to  grow  and 
they  become  large  in  size.  ‘Pixie  Blue’,  blue  single,  ‘Snowy 
Trail’,  white  pansy,  and  ‘Dancing  Trail’,  red  double,  by  Lyon 
are  vintage  but  still  many  people  are  growing  them. 
‘Cherokee  Trail’  by  Ray,  pink  double  with  white  edge, 
variegated,  and  ‘Milky  Way  Trail’  by  Stahl,  white  pansy, 
semi-mini  are  also  very  popular. 

Our  favorite  varieties  are  ‘The  Alps’,  Japanese  born 
chimera,  single  to  semi-double  white  pansy  with  pale  blue 
center  stripe,  standard.  This  variety  is  sport  of  ‘Optimara 
Carmen’.  ‘Concord,  also  Japanese  born  chimera,  is  a  single  to 
semi-double  concord  blue  pansy  with  white  side  stripe  and  is 
a  sport  of  ‘Rhapsody  Elfreide’.  ‘Picasso’,  light  blue  pansy 
semi-double,  variegated  foliage,  standard  and  ‘Tomahawk’, 
by  Stork,  red  single  to  semi-  double  pansy,  standard  grow 
well  for  us.  Lyndon  Lyon’s  varieties  are  most  popular  in  Japan 
and  we,  the  Japanese  people,  like  Lyon’s  color  combination. 

Rob’s  mini  and  semi-mini  varieties  are  popular,  too.  His 
varieties  are  very  easy  to  grow  and  bloom  well.  Our  problem 
is  growing  space. 

One  ofr  this  year’s  speakers  at  the  Omaha  convention, 
Byron  Borck  of  Santa  Rosa,  CA,  has  distinguished  himself 
as  an  excellent  grower.  He  is  also  a  very  creative  and 
dedicated  hybridizer.  Byron  shares  his  hobby  with  two  other 
skilled  growers,  his  children.  Heath  and  Heather. 

When  Luther  Burbank  came  to  Santa  Rosa,  California  he 
called  the  area  “the  garden  spot  of  the  world.”  Santa  Rosa 
was  his  home  for  many  years.  Burbank  was  a  great  horticul- 
turalist,  dabbling  in  the  genetic  pool  to  develop  and  introduce 
many  new  plant  varieties  to  the  general  public. 

It  was  to  this  same  town  that  Byron  Borck  and  family 
moved  in  1988.  The  following  year  Byron  and  his  two 
children.  Heath  and  Heather,  were  out  buying  sweet  corn  in 
neighboring  Healdsburg,  CA,  when  they  came  across  a 
commercial  violet  grower  Byron  had  read  about. 

Marie  Beeman’s  Adoptable  Violets  restarted  Byron  and 
family  on  a  wonderful  hobby  that  has  given  over  a  decade  of 
pleasure  as  well  as  a  few  moments  of  pest  panic.  (When 
living  in  Southern  California  in  the  early  70 ’s,  Byron 
purchased  many  violets  from  Ken  Bowman  in  Malibu,  as  well 
as  Andy  Anderson  in  Bellflower.  These  violets  all  died  after  a 
move  to  a  home  located  near  a  refinery.) 

Byron  started  out  with  5  violets  growing  in  a  south  win¬ 
dow.  Today  the  Borck  home  has  well  over  1 000  plants  with 
plant  stands  in  every  room.  Each  stand  has  5  tiers  with  the 
mini  stand  having  six  tiers.  The  stands  are  all  homemade 
from  1/2  inch  conduit  and  2  by  4  inch  studs  that  have  been 
ripped  down  into  three  pieces  to  support  shelves  and  lights. 

With  so  many  stands,  economical  shop  lighting  was  a 
necessity.  Cool  white  bulbs  provide  the  right  amount  of  light 
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for  the  shelves  which  are  spaced  about  1 1  inches  below  the 
light  fixtures.  Timers  are  set  from  10  and  1/2  hours  to  12 
hours  depending  on  the  room  they  are  in  and  what  is  being 
grown  on  the  stand.  With  so  many  stands  some  lights  come 
on  in  the  morning  and  some  in  the  afternoon.  This  makes  it 
possible  to  water  in  the  early  evening  hours. 

All  plants  are  top  watered  with  a  watering  wand  Byron 
made.  A  pond  pump  sits  in  a  5  gallon  bucket  of  fertilizer  water. 
A  1/2  inch  aquarium  hose  connects  the  pump  to  a  trigger 
release  watering  wand.  The  wand  is  long  enough  to  go 
between  the  leaves  for  watering  and  will  also  reach  the  plants 
on  the  back  of  the  shelves.  The  plants  are  growing  in  1 1  x  22 
inch  trays  with  a  matting  material  in  the  bottom.  The  matting 
helps  to  re  water  a  very  dry  plant  that  didn’t  get  enough  with 
the  top  watering  as  well  as  providing  extra  humidity. 

A  commercial  potting  mix  amended  with  perlite  and 
vermiculite  has  worked  well  as  the  growing  medium. 

Many  different  fertilizers  have  been  tried  over  the  years. 
The  best  Byron  has  found  for  his  growing  conditions  is 
Miracle  Grow.  This  is  the  main  fertilizer  being  used  now,  but 
waterings  using  fish  emulsion,  Dyna  Gro,  K-Grow,  Peter’s, 


and  Fox  Farm  fertilizers  are  periodically  done.  Three  drops  of 
Superthrive  to  a  gallon  of  fertilizer  water  is  added  except 
when  watering  with  Dyna  Gro.  Once  every  few  months  a 
little  MaxiCrop  is  added  to  whatever  fertilizer  is  being  used 
that  week.  This  gives  the  plants  an  additional  feeding  of 
many  minor  elements  the  plants  need. 

With  Santa  Rosa  being  an  agricultural  community, 
Byron  has  seen  and  dealt  with  many  violet  pests.  Thrips 
seem  to  be  the  worst  plague  in  the  area.  Fortunately  local 
sources  are  available  with  products  and  advice  to  keep  all 
the  pests  in  control. 

With  over  500  varieties  in  the  Borck  collection  it  is  very 
hard  to  pick  out  favorites.  Byron’s  favorite  blossom  is  the 
fantasy  with  the  reverse  fantasy  and  self  fantasies  as  the 
most  sought  after.  Fringed  doubles  in  a  star  shape  come  in 
as  a  close  second. 

Like  Burbank,  Byron  has  been  dabbling  in  the  genetic 
pool.  He  wanted  to  produce  reverse  fantasies  on  variegated 
foliage.  This  was  achieved  as  well  as  a  few  other  nice 
varieties.  Only  time  will  tell  what  the  ripening  seeds  of  the 
next  “Sonoma”  varieties  will  look  like. 


TIPS  FOR  GROWING  LARGE  AFRICAN  VIOLETS 

by  Marjorie  Lambert  •  Australia 


Time  and  patience  are  needed  to  grow  large  African 
violets.  The  following  points  may  provide  guidelines. 

Type  of  Plant:  The  plant  must  have  the  ability  to  grow 
large,  this  includes  almost  all  of  the  Colonials  together  with 
some  others  such  as  ‘Wonderland’,  ‘Moonflower’  and 
‘Tomahawk’.  Trike  note  of  large  plants  at  show  time. 

Flowers:  Some  sacrifices  have  to  be  made  to  achieve 
your  goal,  the  main  one  being  doing  without  flowers.  Plants 
cannot  put  energy  into  both  leaf  and  flower  production  at  the 
same  time;  consequently  flowers  must  be  removed  so  that  all 
of  the  plant’s  energy  can  be  channeled  into  growing  leaves. 

Potting  Mix:  The  correct  potting  mix  is  vital;  it  should  be 
open  to  allow  good  drainage  -  nothing  harms  violets  more 
than  a  soggy  growing  medium.  Pot  size  is  also  important, 
providing  the  shallow  growing  conditions  reminiscent  of  the 
areas  where  the  species  violets  were  found  growing  in 
Trinzania.  After  potting,  a  plant  can  be  expected  to  grow  1 
inch  per  month  for  the  next  2-3  months.  The  correct  fertiliz¬ 
er  must  also  be  used,  so  use  high  nitrogen  for  leaves. 

Light:  Remember  scientists  tell  us  that  plants  grow  dur¬ 
ing  the  dark  period,  so  it  may  seem  strange,  but  true,  that  a 
longer  dark  period  will  produce  a  larger  plant.  Be  careful  here 
because  too  little  light  will  result  in  a  ‘leggy’  plant  reaching 
for  the  light,  and  too  much  light  can  cause  bunching  of  the 
center  leaves.  Experiment  with  light  time  and  intensity  to 
reach  your  own  acceptable  light  conditions. 

A  number  of  other  aspects  must  be  taken  into  considera¬ 
tion,  such  as  the  strength  of  light  and  the  distance  of  plants 


from  the  light  source.  The  distance  can  be  regulated  by  low¬ 
ering  and  raising  the  plant.  Ideally  plants  should  be  approxi¬ 
mately  8-10  inches  from  the  artificial  light  source.  I  use  one 
cool  white  tube  and  one  GroLux  broad  spectrum  fluorescent 
tube. 

If  growing  on  a  sunny  window  sill  in  summer,  different 
strengths  of  sunlight  can  be  manipulated  by  covering  the 
plant(s)  with  layers  of  tissue  paper,  i.e.  one  piece  for  bright 
light,  two  pieces  for  less,  etc.  Some  plants  prefer  more  light 
than  others  do  and  I  find  that  plants  with  dark  leaves  can 
take  more  light  than  their  fairer  cousins,  although  some 
would  disagree  with  this.  The  best  thing  to  do  is  experiment 
for  yourself. 

Temperature  &  Humidity:  These  two  elements  play  a 
vital  role  in  the  jigsaw  of  growing.  African  violets  are 
comfortable  in  the  same  temperatures  in  which  we  are 
comfortable.  Humidity  should  be  as  high  as  can  be  managed 
for  comfort,  particularly  in  the  home  environment.  Spraying 
the  plant  with  a  very  fine  spray  will  help  in  this  area  don’t 
forget  to  use  hot  water  at  a  distance  of  8  -  10  inches  from  the 
plant.  By  the  time  the  vapor  reaches  the  plant  it  will  have 
cooled  considerably.  Dishes  of  water  with  pebbles  will  also 
assist  with  humidity.  Beware  of  mildew  on  cool  nights,  this 
usually  occurs  with  high  humidity.  Keep  fresh  warm  air 
circulating;  plants  have  to  breathe  just  like  you! 
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Summer  Care 

by  Marge  Huntley  •  Australia 


There  are  some  days  in  summer  when  African  violets  are 
at  risk.  These  are  the  very  hot  days.  On  these  days  our  usual 
satisfactory  humidity  is  drastically  reduced. 

Humidity  can  be  added  to  an  area  by  well  watered  plants, 
by  spraying  water  around  the  plants,  on  the  shelves  and  on 
the  foliage.  This  water  should  be  hot  because  as  it  travels 
through  the  air  it  cools.  Only  spray  leaves  till  they  look  misty, 
not  to  the  running  off  stage.  Also  on  these  very  hot  days 
blinds  should  be  lowered  and  fluorescent  tubes  on  light 
stands  either  turned  off  for  the  day  or  the  hours  reduced.  A 
day  or  two  with  poor  light  will  not  harm  plants  but  an 
extended  time  with  poor  light  will  show  up  by  a  row  of  small¬ 
er  leaves  developing. 

Many  growers  remove  all  flowers  and  buds  during  hot 
weather  as  they  will  not  be  very  long  lasting  and  without 
them  all  the  growth  goes  to  the  foliage. 

Repotting  or  dividing  plantlets  should  not  be  done  at  any 


time  when  plants  may  be  stressed,  either  by  very  hot  or  cold 
conditions.  Large  plants,  which  have  bigger  root  balls,  will 
dry  out  more  than  smaller  ones  so  should  be  carefully 
observed. 

Streptocarpus  in  particular  do  not  like  it  hot,  so  should  be 
placed  either  on  the  floor  or  on  a  low  shelf.  This  also  applies 
to  variegated  African  violets,  as  the  variegation  tends  to  dis¬ 
appear  if  the  plants  are  not  kept  on  the  lower  shelves.  East 
windows  should  be  monitored,  as  the  early  morning  sun, 
which  can  be  tolerated  in  the  winter,  may  be  too  much  in  the 
summer.  I  keep  my  Venetian  blinds  in  the  east  window  slant¬ 
ed  so  as  to  either  filter  the  sun  or  keep  it  out  completely 
according  to  the  forecast. 

From  “The  African  Violet”,  Official  Journal  of  the 
AV  Association  of  Australia,  Inc. 


Tips  from  All  Over 


It  is  recommended  when  propagating  from  variegated 
leaves  that  you  select  a  leaf  that  is  all,  or  almost  all,  green. 
The  more  green  the  better.  Even  so,  white  leaves  may  still 
result.  If  this  is  the  case  do  not  remove  the  mother  leaf  as  she 
is  feeding  the  new  babies  entirely  until  they  manufacture 
green  chlorophyll  of  their  own  and  are  then  able  to  make 
their  own  food  from  light  (photosynthesis).  Wait  until  the 
plantlets  acquire  a  good  spread  of  green  on  the  leaves  before 
separating  and  removing  the  mother  leaf. 

Early  Mom  AV  Group  Inc.,  Australia 

When  repotting  your  violets,  which  should  be  done  every 
4  -  6  months,  allow  them  to  get  a  little  on  the  dry  side  before 
repotting.  The  foliage  is  not  as  rigid  and  is  less  likely  to  break. 
Also,  allowing  the  soil  to  dry  out  a  little  prevents  the  root  sys¬ 
tem,  which  may  be  in  mild  shock,  from  being  over-saturated 
after  repotting. 

Orange  County  AVS,  California 

Use  oven  baking  bags  to  sterilize  potting  soil.  The  biggest 
bags  will  handle  6-8  quarts  of  soil  mix.  Dampen  the  mix 
with  about  a  quart  of  water,  then  flatten  the  bag  on  an  oven 
rack  to  where  it  is  no  more  than  4"  thick.  Do  not  seal  the  bag 
or  slit  it.  Insert  a  meat  thermometer  through  the  opening  into 
the  center  of  the  soil.  When  it  reaches  180°,  bake  for  anoth¬ 
er  30  minutes,  then  cool.  Keep  the  soil  from  contamination 


by  keeping  the  bag  closed  at  all  times  except  when  in  use. 
These  bags  can  be  reused. 

California  Council 

If  you  don’t  know  what  your  water  treatment  plant  uses 
to  combat  micro-organisms,  call  to  find  out.  If  you  have  one 
of  the  many  now  using  chloramines  in  place  of  chlorine, 
beware!  Many  growers  believe  chloramines  are  hard  on  our 
violets.  You  can  remove  chloramines  with  4-5  drops  of 
Aqua-Safe,  an  aquarium  product  available  at  pet  stores,  in 
each  gallon  of  water.  There  are  other  brands  available  as  well. 

Lone  Star  AV  Council 

Give  your  plants  a  shower  bath  when  they  need  water¬ 
ing.  The  leaves  will  not  break  as  easily,  and  the  soil  will  not 
be  washed  out  over  the  top  of  the  pot.  Thke  a  plant  to  your 
kitchen  sink  and  use  a  hand  spray  attachment  if  possible. 
Adjust  the  water  temperature  to  quite  warm.  Hold  your  hand 
under  the  outer  leaves  for  support,  or  use  a  plant  ring,  and 
rinse  the  plant  with  a  gentle  stream  of  water.  Do  not  get  the 
crown  (center)  of  the  plant  too  wet,  and  do  not  place  the 
plant  back  in  strong  light  until  the  leaves  are  dry,  or  the 
foliage  will  spot.  If  you  do  get  water  in  the  center  of  the  plant 
where  the  small  new  growth  is,  dry  with  tissue  or  blow  in 
into  the  center. 

Illinois  AVS 
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2000  Vacation  Guide 

Compiled  by  David  Buttram 


whether  planning  a  trip  to  the  AVSA  Convention  in  Omaha,  a 
visit  to  family,  or  an  extended  tour  of  the  country,  be  sure  to 
include  a  stop  at  one  or  more  AVSA  Commercial  members, 
where  the  latest  varieties  will  be  available  for  you  to  see.  Be 


sure  to  pick  up  that  hard-to-find  item  for  growing  bigger  and 
better  African  violets.  Several  growers  are  available  by 
appointment  only.  Please  make  the  necessary  arrangements 
by  mail  or  phone. 


Smith’s  Country  Cottage  AV's 
Geoffrey  T.  Smith 
109  Ogden  Parma  T.L.  Rd. 

Spencerport,  NY  14559-1623 
716-352-6445 

Mon. -Sat.  -  by  appointment  only 
Retail,  Wholesale,  Supplies 
Wholesale  to  local  markets  only. 

Closed  Sundays. 

Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses,  Inc. 

Paul  Sorano 
14  Mutchler  St. 

DolgeviUe,  NY  13329 
315-429-8291  FAX;  315-429-3820 
E-mail:  info@lyndonlyon.com 
8am-4pm  (Mon.-  Fri.),  10am-4pm  (Sat.) 
Noon-4pm  (Sun.-  Summer  only) 

Retail,  Wholesale,  Supplies 
From  Main  St.  in  DolgeviUe,  turn  on 
Van  Buren  St.,  then  onto  Mutchler. 

Violet  Venture 
Fay  Wagman 
52  Harper  Dr. 

Pittsford,  NY  14534 
716-381-6384  FAX:  716-381-6384 
E-mail:  fayw@aoLcom 
By  appointment  -  please  call  ahead. 

Visitors  welcome. 

Retail,  Supplies 

Rob’s  Mini-o-lets  (A.K.A.  ‘The  Violet  Bam') 

Rob  &  Olive  Robinson 

7209  County  Rd.  12 

P.O.  Box  9,  Naples,  NY  14512 

716-374-8592  Website:  wcmrobsviolet.com 

Noon-5pm,  every  day,  year  round. 

Retail,  Wholesale,  Supplies 
African  violets,  gesneriads,  orchids,  begonias, 
passiflora,  and  other  unusual  and 
collectible  houseplants.  Tours  welcome. 

Violetsfun  Photojoumal 
Rob  &  Olive  Robinson 
7209  County  Rd.  12 
P.O.  Box  9 
Naples,  NY  14512 

716-374-8592  E-mail:  violetslun@aol.com 
Noon-5pm,  every  day,  year  round. 

Published  by  Rob’s  Mini-o-lets,  6  issues  per 
year.  A  full-color  magazine  with  a  “hm” 
look  at  violet  growing  and  experiences. 


Woodland  Violetry 
Melody  Hartman 
715  Karnes  Hill  Road 
Columbia,  PA  17512 

717-684-2169  E-mail:  ahartman@voicenet.com 
By  appointment. 

Retail,  Wholesale,  Supplies 

Violet  Gallery 

Mahlen  &  Brenda  Retry 
1590  Cranberry  Rd. 

York  Springs,  PA  17372 
717-528-8268  FAX:  717-528-8923 
E-mail:  mpetry@cvn.net 
By  appointment,  please  call. 

Retail,  Supplies 

Website:  www.violetgallery.com 

Unari  Greenhouses 
Frank  &  Anne  Tinari 
2325  Valley  Rd.,  Box  190 
Huntingdon  Valley,  PA  19006 
215-947-0144  FAX  215-947-2163 
8am-5pm  (Mon.-Sat.),  lpm-5pm  (Sun.) 

(Closed  Sun.  from  May  30  to  Sept.). 

African  violets,  self-service  greenhouse  and 
gift  shop. 

Violets  &  More 

Eldon  &  Naomi  Martin 
3217  State  Line  Rd. 

Waynesboro,  PA  17268 
717-762-4130  FAX:  717-762-3576 
10am-9pm  (Mon.) 

10am-6pm  (Tlies.,  Wed.,  Fri.) 

10am-2pm.(Sat.) 

Closed  Thursday  &  Sunday. 

Retail,  Supplies 

The  Behnke  Nurseries  Co.  (3  locations  in  Maryland) 
Behnke  Family 
1 1300  Baltimore  Ave. 

BeltsviUe,  MD  20705 
301-937-1100  FAX:  301-937-8034 
E-mail:  behnkes@arinet 
Open  7  days  a  week;  hours  vary  with  season. 
Closed  New  Years,  july  4th, 

Thanks^ving  Day,  Christmas  Day. 

Retail,  Supplies 
9545  River  Rd. 

Potomac,  MD  20854 
301-983-4400 
700  Watkins  Park  Dr. 

Largo,  MD  20774 
301-249-2492 


Windy  Farm 

Shirley  &  L.K.  Strait 
HC2,Box515 
Madison,  VA  22727 
540-923-4227 

E-mail:  windyfarm@ns.gemlnk.com 
9am-3pm  (Mon.-Fri.) 

Retail,  Wholesale,  Supplies 
Producers  of  hand-crafted  violet  pots 
for  over  19  years. 

Carousel  of  Violets 
Bonnie  N.  Cheek 
1403-C  S.  Stratford  Rd. 

Winston-Salem,  NC  27103 
336-760-2898 

lpm-5pm  (Mon.)  10am-5pm  (kies.-Sat.) 
Retail,  SuppEes 

Will  sell  leaves  if  ordered  in  advance. 

Bluebird  Greenhouse 
Libbie  Glembocki 
4821  lessie  Rd. 

Apex,  NC  27502 

919-362-0530  FAX:  919-362-5822 
E-mail:  libbie@attglobal.net 
9am- 12pm  weekdays. 

By  appointment  -  afternoons  &  weekends. 
RetaE,  Wholesale,  Supplies 
Violets  &  orchids. 

Website:  www.bluebirdgreenhouse.com 

Tfavis’  Violets 

Tfavis  &  Darlene  Davis 
2064  EEen  St,  P.O.  Box  42 
Ochlocknee,GA  31773 
912-574-5236  FAX:  912-574-5605 
E-mail:  tviolets@aol.com 
Open  7  days  a  week  (our  choice) 
with  an  appointment. 

RetaE,  Wholesale,  SuppEes 
Blooming  plants  available  from 
May  through  November. 

Violets  From  The  Starrs 
George  &  Estelle  Starr 
2602  Graupera  St. 

Pensacola,  FL  32507 
850-456-2662  E-mail;  gbstan@juno.com 
CaE  for  appointment. 

RetaE,  SuppEes 
Our  emphasis  is  on  the 

“StarrEght  African  Violet  Lamp” 
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H  &  H  Enterprises 
Mary  V.  Herrington 
34  Oleta  Dr.,  Efflsvie,  MS  39437 
601-763-9892  E-mail:  airchuck@ebicom.net 
Best  to  cal!  after  5pm. 

Retail,  Supplies. 

Flower  Center  Nursery,  Inc. 

Bobbie  H.  Beard 

3150  So.  Frontage  Rd.,  Victeburg,  MS  39180 
601-636-5810  FAX:  601-630-9678 
8am-6pm  (Mon.-Sat.)  llam-5pm  (Sun.) 
Retail,  Supplies 
We  are  a  full-fledged  nursery. 

Pat’s  Patch 
Pat  Hancock 

P.O.  Box  8085,  7118  Barrett  Rd. 

West  Chester,  OH  45069 
513-777-2524 
Most  anytime  during  the  day, 
call  for  appointment. 

Retail,  Supplies 

Hybridixer  of  “Buckeye”  series  of  variegated 
standard  violets.  Many  other  series 
available.  “Buckeye”  project  plants  if 
ordered  6  mos.  ahead. 

African  Violets  by  Don  Geiss 
Don  Geiss 

4957  W.  Poverty  Perch,  Frederic,  MI  49733 
517-348-5657  E-mail:  dmgeiss@i2k.com 
Call  for  appointment. 

Retail,  Supplies 

Kent’s  Flowers 

Kent  &  Joyce  Stork 
2501  E.  23rd,  Fremont,  NE  68025 
402-721-1478  E-mail:  kents@tvsonIine.net 
9am-5pm  (Mon.-Sat.)  Closed  Sundays. 

Retail,  Supplies 

The  Violet  Showroom 

Shannon  &  Pam  Ahlman 
2605  Brahma,  Grand  Island,  NE  68801 
308-382-2554  FAX:  308-382-2234 
E-mail:  sahlmanl@aol.com 
By  appointment  only. 

Retail,  Wholesale,  Supplies 

Pat’s  Pets 

Gary  &  Pat  Dunlap 

4189  Jarvis  Rd.,  Hillsboro,  MO  63050 
636-789-3604  E-mail:  patspets@icnl.com 
Please  contact  us  for  appointment. 

Retail,  Wholesale,  Supplies 

Internet  catalog  at  www.jcnl.com/patspets 

Dave’s  Violets 
David  Harris 
1372  S.  Kentwood  Ave. 

Springfield,  MO  65804-0220 
417-887-8904  E-mail:  plantman@ipa.net 
By  appointment  only. 

Retail,  Wholesale 

Vacationing  in  the  Ozarks,  Branson  & 
Springfield  area?  Come  see  me. 


Sonja’s  Violets 
Sonja  J.  Holm 

15980  W.  Warden  Rd.,  Omaha.  AR  72662 
870-426-1791 
By  appointment. 

Standard  plants,  large  blossoms. 

Teas  Nurseiy 
Teas  Family 

4400  Bellaire  Blvd.,  Bellaire,  TX  77401 
713-664-4400  FAX:  713-295-5144 
E-mail:  teas@teasnurseiy.com 
8:30am-6:30pm  (Mon.-  Fri.), 

8am-6pm  (Sat.),  9am-6pm  (Sun.) 

Retail,  Supplies 

Website:  www.teasnurseiy.com 

Big  Thicket  Violets 
Mark  Mason 

9037  Bussey  Rd.,  Silsbee,  IX  77656 
409-385-3423 
By  appointment. 

We  are  20  minutes  north  of  AVSA  office. 

E-mail:  BTV97@aol.com 

JoS  Violets 
Joanne  Schrimsher 
2205  CoUege  Dr.,  Victoria,  TX  77901 
361-575-1344  E-mail:  geoffrey@icsi.net 
Visitors  by  appointment. 

Retail,  1/1/110105316,  Supplies 

Hill  Country  African  Violets  &  Nurseiy 
Ken  Froboese 

32005 1.H.  10  West.  Boeme,  TX  78006 
830-249-2614  FAX:  830-249-8658 
8am-6pm,  7  days  a  week. 

Retail,  Supplies 

NO  LISTS  -  NO  SHIPPING  -  RETAIL  ONLY. 
Complete  retail  nursery  -  eleven 
greenhouses,  loads  of  plants.  African  violets, 
orchids,  herbs,  ferns,  foliage,  etc. 

Visitors  Welcome! 

Volkmann  Bros.  Greenhouses 
Henry  &  Walter  Volkmann 
3714  Old  Settlers  Rd. 

Flower  Mound,  TX  75022 
972-539-7714  FAX:  972-874-2361 
9am-5pm  (Mon-  Sat.)  lpm-5pm  (Sun.) 

Retail,  Wholesale,  Supplies 

The  Violet  Showcase 

Douglas  &  Barbara  Crispin 
3147  So.  Broadway,  Englewood,  CO  801 10 
303-761-1770  FAX:  303-762-1808 
E-mail;  violeLshowcase@compuserve.com 
10am-5pm  daily.  Closed  Tuesdays  &  Sundays 
Retail,  Supplies 

The  Green  Thumb 
Liz  Cassidy 

11884  Claude  CL,  Northglenn,  CO  80233 
303-452-4847  E-maU:  liz4847@aol.com 
By  appointment. 

Retail,  Supplies 
I  am  just  north  of  Denver,  CO. 


Kachina  African  Volets  &  Supplies 
Mark  &  Rosemary  Lort 
15818  North  52nd  St. 

Scottsdale,  AZ  85254 
602-992-1251  FAX:  602-765-0961 
E-mail:kachinaav@juno.com 
By  appointment  only. 

Retail,  Supplies 

Hattie  Ba^ett’s  African  Volets 
Hattie  Baggett 

HCR  2,  Box  381, 1 1320  West  Park  Rd. 

TUcson,  AZ  85735-9714 
520-822-5060 

9am-4pm.  Call  for  appointment. 

Retail,  Supplies 

Marti  Products,  Inc. 

Anne  &  Tom  Whitehair 
320  West  6th  St. 

TUstin,  CA  92780 

800-546-7711  FAX:  714-544-4830 
E-mail:  physan@earthlink.net 
7am-4pm  (Mon.-Thurs.)  7am-12pm  (Fri.) 

Retail,  Wholesale,  Supplies 
We  manufacture  and  sefl  Physan  20  greenhouse 
disinfectant  -  a  great  product  for  use  with 
African  violets. 

Phlogistics 

Florence  Naylor 
478  Arcade  Dr. 

Ventura,  CA  93003 
805-653-5546  FAX:  805-641-3473 
E-mail:fanaylor@concentric.net 
Call  for  appointment. 

Retail,  Supplies 

Dyna-Gro  Nutrition  Solutions 
David  E.  Neal 
1065  Broadway 
San  Pablo,  CA  94806 
800-396-2476  FAX;  510-233-0198 
E-mail:  info@dyna-gro.com 
9am-5pm  (Mon.-  Fri.) 

We  manufacture  plant  food. 

Mighty  Minis 
Jeannie  Stokes 
7318  Sahara  Court 
Sacramento,  CA  95828-3905 
916-421-7284 
8am-5pm  (Mon.-Fri.)  and 
weekends  by  appointment 
Retail,  Wholesale,  Supplies 

Kerry’s  Volets 
Karyle  A.  Pasley 
1140  7th  Ave. 

Gold  Hill,  OR  97525 
541-855-7065 
By  appointment  only. 

Retail,  Wholesale 
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what  is  a  Sport? 

by  Sheila  Walton 


Sporting  in  a  plant  is  a  mutation  or  genetic  change  that 
produces  a  plant  radically  different  from  the  parent  plant. 

What  is  not  a  sport? 

A  change  in  a  plant  characteristic  that  varies  or  reverts 
to  the  original  is  not  a  sport.  An  example  of  this  is  solid 
color  blooms  on  a  fantasy  in  hot  weather  only.  Another 
example  is  when  flowers  or  foliage  are  paler  due  to  lack  of 
fertilizer  or  light  or  incorrect  pH,  but  which  revert  when 
improved. 

What  does  sporting  produce? 

Sporting  could  be  a  change  in  blossom  shape,  color  or 
color  pattern.  It  could  also  be  a  change  in  foliage  color,  type, 
shape  or  size.  African  violets  are  often  called  ‘genetically 
unstable’  and  this  is  why  they  sport  quite  frequently. 
Without  sporting  we  would  not  have  such  variety  in  our 
plants. 


Sporting  produced  the  following  African  violet  types: 

•  White  flow'ers  •  Double  flowers 

•  Variegated  plants  (Tommie  Lou  was  the  first  in  1959) 

•  Girl  foliage  (Blue  Girl  was  the  first) 

•  Chimeras  •  Yellow  colored  flowers 

The  yellow  violet  was  caused  by  a  change  in  a  pigment, 
as  no  yellow  pigment  was  present  in  original  violets. 

Sometimes  sporting  occurs  in  part  of  a  plant.  If  a  fanta¬ 
sy  becomes  solid  color  and  then  leaf  cuttings  produce  plants 
with  solid  color  flowers,  the  plant  can  be  considered  a  sport. 
Often  a  particular  variety  will  produce  sports  for  many  grow¬ 
ers.  Always  remember  to  name  your  plant  correctly  if  it  is  a 
sport.  Write  the  name  of  the  original  plant  followed  by  the 
word  sport.  The  worst  case  scenario  about  sporting  is  when 
a  favorite  plant  sports  to  one  not  as  spectacular. 

From  the  Newsletter  of  the  Early  Mom  AV  Group,  Australia 


ATTENTION  AFFILIATE  SHOW  CHAIRMEN 


A  message  from:  Patricia  Sutton 

AVSA  Show  Schedule  Approver 
1707  S  77th  E.  Avenue 
Tulsa,  OK  74112 

1.  I  cannot  accept  Show  Schedules,  nor  approve  them  by 
e-mail. 

2.  Everyone  who  has  a  judged  show  must  send  a  check  or 
money  order:  $10.00  for  both  Standard  and  Miniature  or 
Semiminiature  collection  rosettes  and  Standard  Show 
Awards  Packet.  $5.00  for  one  set  of  collection  rosettes 
and  SSA  packet.  $3.00  for  Standard  Awards  Packet  only. 

3.  Please  make  check  or  money  order  out  to  AVSA. 

4.  Please  send  two  copies  of  schedule. 

5.  Please  read  page  43  of  the  Handbook  and  include 
all  rules. 


6.  Special  information  about  design  division  is  optional  but 
very  helpful  to  designer.  This  is  a  horticulture  society  but 
the  design  division  counts  18  points  on  the  SSA.  I  sug¬ 
gest  that  if  a  niche  is  used,  state  niche  size  and  color.  If 
the  design  is  freestanding  on  a  table,  how  much  space  is 
allowed?  It  would  be  nice  if  you  stated  in  your  schedule 
if  backgrounds  or  underlays  are  allowed,  and  if  your 
small  arrangements  are  staged  at  eye  level. 

(I  have  discovered  since  I  have  been  doing  designs  at 
conventions  that  we  are  not  consistent  in  the  way  we  do 
designs.  Because  of  this,  some  judges  do  not  deduct  for  cer¬ 
tain  things  and  other  judges  do  deduct  points.  This  is  not  fair 
to  the  designer.  It  would  be  nice  if  a  designer  could  be  sure 
their  design  would  be  judged  the  same  at  convention  as  in 
their  local  club.) 


ATTENTION  DESIGN  EXHIBITORS 

The  deadline  for  making  your  design  entry  reservations  has  been  extended  until  May  1 0.  Please  send  your  reservation  to: 


Jeanne  Gotten 

4402  East  105th  Place 
Tulsa,  OK  74137 
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Provide  ‘‘Livillg  Shadc”  For  Your  Plants 


by  Rob  &  Olive  Ma  Robinson 
Rob’s  Mini-o-lets 


Naples,  NY 


Providing  your  plants  with  just  the  right  amount  of  light 
can  sometimes  be  difficult.  This  is  particularly  true  when 
growing  in  (or  near)  windows,  in  “natural”  light.  It’s  a  rare 
home  that  has  windows  that  provide  the  ideal  amount  of  light 
for  the  plants  a  homeowner  wants  to  grow.  The  location  of  the 
windows,  eaves  or  porches,  adjacent  homes  and  trees,  and 
numerous  other  factors  influence  the  duration  and  intensity  of 
the  sunlight.  This  is  why  the  controlled  conditions  of  an  arti¬ 
ficially  lit  garden  are  so  desirable  and  popular.  The  needs  of 
the  plants  aren’t  compromised  by  the  windows,  the  climate,  or 
the  weather  outside. 

The  window  sill  gardener  has  two  choices:  adapt  the 
window  to  the  plants  or  the  plants  to  the  window.  In  a  poorly 
lit  window,  this  usually  means  providing  supplemental  artifi¬ 
cial  light  or  growing  plants  requiring  little  light.  For  those 
living  at  northern  latitudes,  for  example,  a  north-facing 
window  in  the  middle  of  winter  is  only  good  for  growing  non¬ 
blooming  foliage  plants  without  supplemental  light.  A  south¬ 
facing  window,  particularly  during  long  summer  days,  poses  a 
different  problem.  In  this  case,  either  the  gardener  must  grow 
full-sun  plants  like  cacti,  diffuse  the  light,  or  otherwise  provide 
shade. 

Usually,  this  means  placing  a  sheer  curtain,  or  some  other 
shading  material,  between  the  window  and  the  plants,  or 
moving  the  plants  a  distance  away  from  the  window.  Light 
that’s  too  bright  or  hot  can  be  a  problem  when  growing 
African  violets.  Violets,  like  many  of  their  cousins  in  the 
gesneriad  family,  are  relatively  low-light  plants  that  can  be 
harmed  by  prolonged  exposure  to  intense  sunlight.  This  is  a 
problem  that  we  faced  when  we  built  our  glasshouse  and 
began  growing  under  natural  light.  Before  coming  up  with  a 
solution,  our  violets  suffered  -  leaves  were  bleached,  brittle, 
and  stiff  In  some  cases,  dried  patches  of  dead  leaf  tissue 
appeared  as  a  result  of  severe  “sunburn”. 

Our  first  step,  of  course,  was  to  place  a  shade  cloth  over 
the  roof  of  the  glasshouse,  much  like  placing  a  sheer  curtain 
in  front  of  the  window,  to  diffuse  the  sunlight.  Even  with  a 
cloth  providing  60%  shade,  we  found  that  the  light  could  be 
too  intense  for  violets  in  the  middle  of  summer.  Our  next  step 
was  to  provide  more  “living”  shade.  We  would  provide  more 
shade  to  low-light  plants  like  violets  by  placing  higher-light 
plants  between  them  and  the  glass.  Though  we  did  this  for  a 
glasshouse,  the  same  concepts  should  apply  when  growing  in 
a  window  -  the  only  difference  being  the  area  of  glass  and  the 
number  of  plants. 

Our  first  step  was  to  start  growing  more  basket  plants  and 


hanging  them  from  the  ceiling  of  the  glasshouse,  above  the 
violets  on  the  benches  below.  This  also  had  the  benefit  of 
more  fully  utilizing  %ur  growing  space  which,  being  in 
business,  was  important.  Much  of  our  ceiling  is  nov*^  covered 
with  plants  in  hanging  baskets.  Many  of  them  are  gesneriads, 
such  as  Columnea,  ^  CodonwUhe,  Nematanthus,  and 
Aeschynanthus,  to  name  some,  All^f  these  tolerate  brighter 
conditions  than  do  violets..  Since  the  sun  slowly  moves  behind 
the  attached  barn  during  the  day,  different  areas  of  the 
glasshouse  receive  differing  amounts  of  direct  sunlight  during 
the  day.  This  means  that  we  also  must  arrange  the  baskets 
accordingly.  For  example,  plants  that  tolerate  more  sunlight, 
like  Nematanthus,  are  hung  in  the  southern  end  of 
glasshouse,  while  some  other  gesneriads,  like  Episcia  and 
Gloxinia,  are  hung  in  the  opposite  end. 

Above  the  aisles  of  the  glasshouse,  between  benches, 
hanging  baskets  is  not  possible,  since  they  would  be  too  low 
to  walk  beneath.  We  solved  this  problem  by  running  wires 
horizontally,  from  one  end  of  the  glasshouse  to  the  other, 
against  the  ceiling,  above  the  aisles,  like  an  “overhead  trellis”. 
Here,  we  allow  plants  tolerant  of  higher  light,  like  Passiflora, 
Jasmine,  and  Hoya,  to  vine.  We  also  grow  these  vines  along 
wires  run  along  the  southern  side  of  the  glasshouse.  Plants 
like  the  Jasmine  are  especially  useful  when  grown  this  way 
since  they  grow  rapidly  in  the  summer,  producing  lots  of 
leaves  and  shade,  and  lose  many  of  these  leaves  in  the  winter, 
when  days  are  dark  and  short.  Even  better,  all  of  these  plants 
bloom!  Even  without  blooms,  though,  the  vines  provide 
visitors  to  the  glasshouse  with  a  feeling  of  being  “surrounded” 
by  foliage. 

Lastly,  we  grow  taller,  higher-light  plants  on  the  hacks  of 
benches,  nearest  the  windows.  For  example,  sun  loving 
Dendrobium  orchids  are  placed  nearest  the  window,  while 
orchids  preferring  less  light,  like  Phalaeonopsis,  are  placed  at 
the  front  of  the  bench,  in  their  shade.  Plants  that  prefer  bright 
light  but  don’t  grow  upright  because  they  are  weak-stemmed, 
can  be  staked  or  tied  to  small  “trellises”.  They  can  then  be 
grown  as  a  taller,  upright,  plant. 

Though  we’ve  done  this  with  a  glasshouse,  all  of  these 
things  can  be  done  in  an  overly  bright  window.  Hang  baskets 
above,  let  vines  grow  along  wires  or  trellises,  and  place  larg¬ 
er,  sun-loving,  plants  nearest  the  window.  Not  only  will  the 
violets  and  other  shade-loving  plants  thank  you,  but  you’ll 
have  even  more  greenery,  and  more  flowers,  in  your  home! 

From  "VioletsFun  Photo  Journal” 
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Sylvia  Harrison  of  South  Africa  and  Karen  Panek  of  New 
Zealand  have  recently  started  a  new  African  Violet  and 
Gesneriad  Internet  Group  called  AVlnternational. 

The  idea  is  to  give  African  violet  and  gesneriad  growers 
a  forum  in  which  to  discuss  problems  and  ideas  to  help  them 
be  more  successful  growers. 

A  weekly  Newsletter  is  provided  which  features; 

•  A  different  growing  tip  to  help  and  encourage  new 
growers 

•  Links  to  AVSA  and  other  African  violet  and  gesneriad 
sites 

•  Files  for  members  to  upload  pictures  of  their  plants, 
either  for  others  to  admire,  or  for  help  in  diagnosing  a 
problem 

•  Information  on  shows  and  other  events 

In  the  future,  they  plan  to  mn  competitions  among  the 
members,  on  growing  different  varieties  to  create  interest  and 
challenge. 


This  is  all  free  to  members,  who  give  their  own  time  and 
advice  toward  helping  each  other. 

The  list  opened  on  March  13,  2000,  and  already  has 
members  worldwide  from  Canada,  Venezuela,  Australia, 
Sweden,  South  Africa,  New  Zealand,  Italy,  the  United  States, 
lapan  and  Kenya. 

Want  to  join?  Contact  AVlnternational  at: 

AVIntemational@onelist.com 


Placement  Under  Lights 

by  Leonie  Chirgwin 


whether  our  plants  are  growing  in  natural  or  artificial 
light  most  of  us  are  always  looking  for  more  room,  or  ways 
of  using  our  light  more  efficiently.  Plants  do  not  like  to  touch 
one  another.  The  foliage  will  grow  eveiy  which  way  except 
flat  if  the  plants  are  crowded  together.  Apart  from  limiting 
your  plant  numbers  by  strict  self-discipline  the  easiest  way  to 
prevent  plants  touching  is  to  stagger  the  height.  This  is  done 
by  putting  an  upturned  pot  or  reservoir  under  every  alternate 
plant.  It  doesn’t  matter  if  the  outer  foliage  overlaps  as  long  as 
the  center  of  the  plant  gets  the  light. 

Books  and  magazines  often  say  to  put  dark  foliage  and 
dark  color  flowers  in  the  center  of  the  light,  then  the  lighter 
green  and  pink  flowers  and  finally  the  pale  green  foliage  with 
white  flowers  at  the  ends  or  extremes  of  the  light  source. 
However  some  of  our  expert  growers  dispute  this  and 
actually  do  the  exact  opposite. 

Make  your  own  decisions,  observe  your  plants  and 
change  their  positions  or  leave  them  where  they  are  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  appearance.  Are  they  growing  flat  and  symmetri¬ 
cal  or  is  the  foliage  reaching  for  more  light?  Plants  on  the 
edges  of  shelves  under  artificial  light  and  plants  growing  in 
natural  light  will  need  to  be  turned  frequently  to  maintain  the 
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flatness  we  want. 

Variegated  plants  want  as  much  light  as  others  but  not  as 
much  warmth,  so  choose  the  cooler  areas,  such  as  the  bot¬ 
tom  shelf  of  a  light  stand  or  the  cooler  window  sill,  for  your 
variegated  plants. 

Minis  and  semi-minis  like  to  be  closer  to  the  light  source 
than  standards,  so  they  can  be  raised  up  too.  If  you  grow 
on  a  window  sill  of  ordinary  width,  and  your  plants  are 
wide,  you  can  nail  or  glue  a  wider  piece  of  timber  to  the  sill, 
or  glue  wider  floor  tiles  to  the  sill,  to  give  a  10"  to  12"  wide 
base. 

However  if  you  only  have  windows  and  want  to  grow 
the  full  range  of  flower  color  possibilities,  try  specializing  in 
miniatures.  You  can  fit  twice  as  many  minis  into  the  space. 
Also  consider  fitting  glass  shelves  across  your  window  about 
15"  apart.  Another  way  to  save  space,  but  still  make  the  best 
use  of  your  light,  stretch  a  piece  of  string  or  elasticized  rope 
from  one  side  of  your  light  stand  to  the  other,  or  from  one 
side  of  your  window  to  the  other,  and  peg  your  leaves  and 
babies  in  their  zip  lock  bags  along  the  line. 

From  the  Newsletter  of  the  Early  Mom  Group,  Australia 

May  •  June  2000 


A  very  common  pest  among  African  violets  is  the  mealy 
bug.  Here  again,  while  there  are  many  different  kinds  of 
mealy  bug  it  seems  only  two  cause  problems  with  African 
violets. 

Above  ground,  or  leaf  mealy  bug,  is  often  detected 
before  it  does  a  great  deal  of  damage.  But  left  unchecked  it 
can  multiply  very  quickly  and  in  large  numbers  can  cause 
considerable  damage.  These  pests  can  be  seen  as  small  white 
objects  which  I  liken  to  a  tiny  sailing  ship  moving  slowly 
along  leaf  petioles  or  the  undersides  of  leaves.  Their  egg  sacs 
are  enclosed  in  batches  of  small  balls  of  fluff  resembling 
small  balls  of  cotton  wool  These  can  be  found  mostly  in  or 
around  the  leaf  axils  where  the  leaves  join  the  main  stem  or 
trunk  of  the  plant.  If  in  large  enough  numbers  these  mealy 
bugs  suck  the  sap  from  the  plant,  cause  yellowing  of  the 
leaves.  They  can  also  leave  a  sticky  residue  on  the  leaves, 
which  in  turn  reduces  the  leaf’s  ability  to  collect  the  light 
necessary  to  maintain  the  plant’s  growth.  Control  of  light 
infestations  can  be  made  by  dabbing  the  individual  bugs 
with  a  cotton  bud  dipped  in  methylated  spirits.  Spraying 
with  a  systemic  spray  such  as  Malathion  is  necessary  to 
control  large  infestations. 

The  below  ground  variety  of  mealy  bug  is  known  as  the 
Pritchard  mealy  bug.  These  insects  are  oval  in  outline  and 
somewhat  similar  to  a  very  small  grain  of  rice.  Usually  their 
presence  is  not  detected  until  large  colonies  have  been  estab¬ 
lished.  They  feed  on  the  fine  roots  and  root  hairs  of  African 
violets  and  cause  yellowing  of  leaves  usually  associated 
with  wilting.  A  close  inspection  of  affected  plants  will  reveal 
the  mealy  bugs  congregated  around  the  lower  part  of  the 
crown,  around  the  trunk  in  the  leaf  axils  and  on  the  surface 
of  the  mix.  They  can  also  be  seen  at  the  air  holes  of  the 


pot  and  sometimes  on  the  wick,  and  even  on  the  top  of 
water  in  reservoirs.  The  grey,  almost  white  bodies  of  these 
insects  appear  to  be  divided  across  into  many  sections. 
When  tipped  out  of  its  pot,  a  plant  infested  with  root  mealy 
bug  may  appear  to  be  fairly  crawling  with  these  pests.  They 
move  about  very  slowly,  but  with  great  determination  and 
are  extremely  hard  to  control  They  can  be  spread  by  care¬ 
less  handling.  In  wick  watering  systems  where  the  commu¬ 
nity  trays  are  used  as  reservoirs  they  travel  from  plant  to 
plant  over  the  top  of  the  water  and  up  the  wicks. 

It  is  essential  to  isolate  all  plants  suspected  of  being 
infested  and  treatment  can  be  achieved  by  drenching  with 
Malathion  or  Thiodan.  Treatment  is  necessary  over  a  period 
of  several  weeks  at  weekly  intervals  and  frequent  inspec¬ 
tions  should  be  made.  Do  not  replace  plants  among  your 
collection  until  you  are  certain  all  the  mealy  bugs  have  been 
eradicated. 

If  I  find  an  isolated  affected  plant  I  will  not  attempt  to 
treat  it  unless  it  is  a  very  valuable  plant.  I  take  a  couple  of 
good  leaves  from  it  and  make  sure  they  have  been  properly 
cleared  of  mealy  bugs  and  put  them  down  to  start  fresh 
plants.  I  fill  a  bucket  with  boiling  water  and  simply  put  the 
plant,  pot  and  all,  into  the  boiling  water  and  the  problem  is 
solved  in  a  few  seconds.  Any  excess  handling  at  all  while 
the  mealy  bugs  are  still  alive  may  lead  to  spreading  the  prob¬ 
lem  and  I  prefer  not  to  take  the  risk.  One  should  always  be 
on  the  alert  for  mealy  bugs  as  they  sometimes  seem  to  just 
appear  from  nowhere.  If  only  one  plant  is  affected  you  may 
consider  yourself  lucky. 

From  “The  African  Violet”  publication  of  the 
AV  Association  of  Australia 
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by  Colin  Rampton 


Growing  from  seed  is  an  excellent  way  to  obtain  new 
material,  as  well  as  reproducing  existing  varieties.  All  you 
need  is: 

Viable  seed 
A  container 
Light  and  warmth 
Knowing  what  to  plant, 

A  planting  method, 

and  how  to  handle  plants  after  germination 

Viable  seed  is  most  difficult  to  obtain  -  it  is  practically 
impossible  to  guarantee  the  viability  of  some  gesneriad  seeds. 

My  experience  has  been  that  the  best  seed  has  a  full-bod¬ 
ied,  rounded  appearance  and  the  flatter,  thinner  seed  has  less 
chance  of  germinating.  Having  watched  a  lot  of  seed  pods 
over  the  years,  I  find  that  the  longer  the  seed  pods  stay  on 
the  plant,  the  better  the  chances  are  of  them  developing  to 
their  fullest.  At  times,  the  stems  die  early  before  the  seed  pods 
mature;  this  often  happens  close  to  the  onset  of  winter  when 
many  gesneriads  are  ‘winding  down’.  We  sometimes  forget 
that  the  production  of  flowers  is  for  the  purpose  of  plant 
reproduction  and  not  for  our  personal  enjoyment.  When 
flowers  are  hand-pollinated,  they  drop  off  as  soon  as  they 
have  served  their  puipose,  often  within  a  couple  of  days.  This 
is  a  sure  sign  that  pollination  has  been  successful.  For  this 
reason,  I  usually  leave  pollinating  until  the  flush  of  flowers  is 
on  the  down-turn  and  sometimes  it  is  too  late.  Many  gesne¬ 
riads  have  only  one  flush  of  flowers  each  year  and  it  would 
take  a  very  dedicated  seed  gatherer  to  destroy  the  plant  in  its 
prime  for  the  sake  of  seed. 

The  length  of  time  seed  is  viable  can  be  maximized  by 
cooler  conditions,  so  it  is  always  advisable  to  plant  seed  as 
soon  as  you  receive  it  -  but  if  this  is  inconvenient,  store  the 
seed  in  a  screw-top  jar  in  the  bottom  of  the  refrigerator  until 
they  can  be  planted. 

Container;  A  shallow  container  is  best.  Gesneriad  seeds 
are  so  small  and  growth  is  so  slow  that  all  types  of  molds  and 
diseases  can  take  over  the  pot  if  it  is  too  deep  and  the  roots 
take  too  long  to  reach  the  bottom  and  absorb  the  moisture.  I 
use  the  black  bottom  of  a  soft-drink  bottle,  only  half  filled 
with  African  violet  mix,  then  I  spread  a  thin  layer  of  finely 
chopped  sphagnum  moss  on  top.  Over  the  years  I  have  found 
this  medium  the  most  successful. 


Light:  Seed  should  have  good  light  to  germinate  -  light 
stands  are  excellent.  I  have  always  used  2  x  40W  tubes  for 
at  least  twelve  hours  per  day.  Natural  light  would  also  be  suc¬ 
cessful  but  it  can  be  uneven,  and  small  seedlings  can  easily 
be  destroyed  by  uneven  temperatures. 

When  to  plant:  In  my  circumstances,  winter  is  more  suc¬ 
cessful  than  summer.  Without  air  conditioning  it  is  impossi¬ 
ble  to  keep  seedlings  alive  in  the  hot  weather,  mostly  through 
the  diseases  they  develop.  For  this  reason,  I  usually  start 
planting  as  close  to  the  start  of  winter  as  possible 

There  are  a  number  of  reasons  for  this.  My  main  collec¬ 
tion  of  gesneriads  goes  into  dormancy  which  gives  me  more 
time;  also,  the  seedlings  have  a  better  chance  of  reaching  a 
size  where  they  are  less  affected  by  heat  in  summer  -  and  it 
is  easier  for  me  to  maintain  heat  in  the  winter  than  coolness 
in  summer.  Early  winter  is  a  stocktaking  time  for  me;  by  then 
I  have  reproduced  seed  from  the  plants  that  have  flowered 
most  successfully  and  the  seed  is  at  its  maximum  viability. 

Planting:  When  planting  in  the  prepared  medium,  I 
always  sterilize  by  pouring  boiling  water  over  everything, 
then  seal  it  with  cling  wrap  until  it  cools.  Then  I  label  it  before 
removing  the  cling  wrap  just  long  enough  to  plant  the  seed, 
then  reseal  it.  I  have  tried  many  different  methods  of  distrib¬ 
uting  the  seed  over  the  medium  -  but  even  the  most  clumsy 
methods  achieve  the  same  results. 

1  put  the  seeds  in  a  piece  of  paper  folded  in  a  ‘V’  shape 
and  gently  tap  it  to  cause  vibration.  This  causes  the  seed  to 
roll  down  the  chute  and  distribute  evenly.  On  one  occasion  I 
made  the  mistake  of  tapping  the  paper  on  the  side  of  the  con¬ 
tainer  the  seed  became  wet  and  rolled  into  a  single  ball. 

Those  who  grow  seed  for  the  first  time  are  usually  not 
confident  of  achieving  germination,  but  all  viable  seed  should 
germinate  if  requirements  are  met.  The  art  of  growing  seed  is 
more  to  raise  them  from  germination  point  to  maturity. 

Some  seed  takes  longer  than  others  to  germinate. 
Gesneriads  take  up  to  one  month,  and  the  woody-stemmed 
varieties  like  Codonanthe  and  Nematanthus  seem  to  take 
longer,  but  most  should  germinate  within  two  weeks. 

After  germination:  This  is  a  time  of  real  challenge.  For  the 
smallest  babies  in  the  plant  world  to  be  nurtured  to  large 
flowering  plants  takes  a  long  time  -  sometimes  years  -  and 
along  the  way  are  many  pitfalls;  but  most  can  be  avoided  if 
they  are  kept  free  of  disease.  This  is  why  I  feel  it  is  important 
to  sterilize  everything  and  keep  the  seedlings  sealed  in  sterile 
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conditions  as  long  as'  possible. 

When  the  seeds  germinate,  I  fertilize  with  cooled  boiled 
water,  using  an  eye  dropper  filled  with  a  very  weak  fertilizer 
solution.  Then  it  is  just  a  matter  of  maintaining  even  mois¬ 
ture  and  occasional  feeding  until  they  reach  the  ‘sorting  out’ 
stage. 

When  to  ‘sort  out’  depends  on  a  number  of  things.  If  the 
seedlings  are  healthy  and  free  of  problems,  they  can  stay  as 
they  are,  but  with  such  small  plants  with  tiny  root  systems 
being  kept  under  moist  conditions,  problems  often  occur. 

At  the  first  sign  of  deterioration  such  as  molds  or  the 
yellowing  of  leaves,  I  take  out  a  number  in  spite  of  their  small 
size.  This  is  done  by  taking  a  pair  of  tweezers  and  inserting 
the  prongs  on  either  side  of  the  seedling  or  seedlings,  push¬ 
ing  the  points  into  the  medium,  then  lifting  the  seedlings  and 
surrounding  medium  intact.  They  are  then  replanted  into  a 
prepared  shallow  container  of  pure  African  violet  mix  which 
has  already  been  moistened  with  liquid  fertilizer.  Then,  I 
insert  a  few  small  stakes  and  cover  with  cling  wrap  -  the 
stakes  keep  the  cling  wrap  above  the  seedlings. 

When  growing  from  seed,  it  is  always  a  good  idea  to  ask 
yourself  just  how  many  seedlings  you  want.  In  my  case,  if 
the  material  is  new,  I  think  about  twenty  would  be  enough  to 
spread  around  my  Gesneriad  Group,  but  if  I  am  reproducing 
something  for  myself,  I  count  on  only  two  seedlings  reaching 
maturity.  Many  growing  seed  for  the  first  time  produce  far 
more  than  they  have  an  outlet  for. 

I  have  tried  straight  African  violet  mix  as  a  seed-growing 
medium  but  find  that  a  lot  of  seed  falls  into  the  valleys  in  the 


mix  and  do  not  germinate  because  the  light  fails  to  reach  it. 
The  top  layer  of  sphagnum  gives  a  level  surface  and  the  tiny 
roots  grow  into  it,  so  that  when  the  seedlings  are  transplant¬ 
ed,  they  don’t  suffer  from  transplant  shock.  But  when  prob¬ 
lems  occur,  the  African  violet  mixture,  being  coarser,  allows 
more  air  into  the  mixture  and  providing  the  seedlings  are 
healthy,  they  continue  to  grow.  I  also  drench  the  African 
violet  mix  with  a  little  fungicide  which  is  a  dangerous  thing 
to  do,  as  fungicides  may  cause  more  harm  than  the  diseases 
they  are  supposed  to  prevent. 

As  with  all  babies,  hygiene  is  important.  I  sterilize  every¬ 
thing  with  boiling  water  -  this  includes  the  mixture.  When 
watering,  1  use  water  that  has  been  boiled  and  allowed  to 
cool. 

Constant  observation  is  very  important.  Check  them 
every  day  for  signs  of  problems;  they  must  never  dry  out  as 
they  have  practically  no  roots  for  quite  some  time  and  will  die 
quickly  if  they  dry  out,  even  a  little.  But  if  the  growing  medi¬ 
um  is  so  wet  that  air  does  not  penetrate,  the  roots  will  rot.  It 
often  happens  that  seedlings  rot  beneath  the  ground  then 
regrow  from  the  stems  that  lie  on  top  of  the  growing  medi¬ 
um.  Most  African  violet  growers  use  the  wick  watering  sys¬ 
tem,  but  I  find  it  too  inconsistent  for  successful  seed  growing. 
Somebody  once  wrote  that  the  art  of  growing  gesneriads  is 
the  art  of  watering  -  this  particularly  applies  to  gesneriads  at 
their  smallest  -  but  the  rewards  far  outweigh  the  problems. 

From  “The  African  Violet”,  publication  of  the 
AV  Association  of  Australia 


LEAF  PROPAGATION 


African  violets  are  one  of  the  world’s  favorite  indoor 
plants  in  part  because  of  their  easy  propagation.  New  plants 
can  be  started  at  any  time  of  year  from  a  leaf,  peduncle, 
sucker,  by  tissue  culture,  or  from  seeds. 

Starting  new  African  violet  plants  from  leaf  cuttings  is 
the  easiest  and  the  most  common  method  of  propagation. 
Cuttings  can  be  started  at  any  time  of  year,  however  rooting 
seems  to  be  quicker  during  the  late  winter  and  spring 
months. 

1.  In  starting  a  new  plant  from  a  leaf,  select  a  firm, 
sturdy  leaf,  from  a  healthy,  mature  plant.  Don’t  take  leaves 
that  are  yellow  or  limp.  Old  leaves  lack  vigor  and  often  rot 
before  rooting.  Very  young  immature  leaves  will  root  but 
usually  produce  weak,  spindly  plantlets. 

2.  Remove  the  leaf  from,  the  plant.  Many  people  snap 
off  the  petiole  leaving  about  an  inch  to  an  inch-and-  a-half 
of  petiole  attached  to  the  leaf.  Other  people  use  a  sharp, 
sterile  knife  or  razor  blade  and  cut  the  petiole  on  a  slant  to 
expose  more  cell  surface  in  order  to  start  more  plants. While 
some  people  dip  the  end  of  the  petiole  in  hormone  powder, 


most  people  find  that  the  leaf  will  root  without  extra 
encouragement. 

3.  Label  the  leaf  (use  a  thin  piece  of  adhesive  tape  and 
waterproof  ink,  pencil,  or  felt  marker) ,  or  label  the  contain¬ 
er  (if  you  are  starting  several  leaves  of  the  same  plant  at 
one  time),  with  the  name  of  the  cultivar  and  the  date. 

4.  Place  the  leaf  in  a  planting  medium.  A  medium  that 
permits  the  roots  to  embed  themselves  in  the  rooting 
material  produces  plantlets  that  are  easier  to  repot.  If  a  leaf 
snaps  off  without  a  petiole,  or  if  a  leaf  is  so  large  that  it  is 
difficult  to  keep  upright  without  the  top  half  being  removed, 
plant  the  pieces  with  the  cut  or  broken  edge  covered  by  the 
planting  medium.  The  pieces  of  the  leaves  will  often 
produce  plantlets.  Here  are  some  favorite  planting  mediums: 
equal  parts  sterilized  sand  and  fine  vermiculite;  vermiculite, 
separately;  or  vermiculite  combined  with  equal  parts  of  peat 
moss  or  and  perlite;  or  pasteurized  soil. 

Leaves  can  also  be  rooted  in  water.  However,  roots 
grown  in  water  are  not  as  strong  as  those  grown  in  soil  or 
a  mix,  and  take  longer  to  adjust  after  transplanting. 
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why  Not  a  Violet  Show  at  My  House? 

by  Lucille  Prutsman  •  Nashville,  NC 


when  Hurricane  Floyd  dropped  over  1 5  inches  of  rain  on 
North  Carolina  in  September,  1999,  the  5  feet  of  water  left  in 
Tftriytown  Mall  brought  a  quick  halt  to  a  planned  show  and 
sale.  Our  Green  Thumb  AVC  had  sponsored  a  twice-yearly 
event  there  for  the  past  15  years.  What  could  we  do  now? 
Although  we  have  always  grown  many  beautiful  plants,  our 
small  club  was  not  large  enough  to  rent  other  space. 

One  of  our  members  grows  violets  in  a  large  room,  20  X  25 
feet,  containing  two  3  tier  eight  foot  benches,  plus  many  extra 
shelves  and  windows.  By  using  additional  tables,  it  was  a 
perfect  place.  No  rent  to  pay  and  no  trips  to  the  mall  to 
transport  plants. 


We  have  always  had  customers  sign  in  at  our  shows,  then 
we  send  them  post  cards  in  advance  of  the  next  one.  Fifty 
cards  were  sent  in  addition  to  those  sent  to  local  newspapers. 
We  usually  mail  over  100,  but  our  main  list  was  lost  in  the 
flood.  Offering  a  beautiful  blooming  African  violet  as  a  door 
prize  was  another  incentive  to  write  your  name  on  that  list! 

Since  our  mall  is  still  under  repairs,  our  spring  show  and 
sale  will  be  at  the  same  location.  We  want  to  provide  more 
space  for  violets  and  customers.  Easy  to  find,  lots  of  parking 
and  on  a  main  road  just  off  a  major  highway  made  our  new 
location  a  good  choice.  Try  it!  You  may  be  as  pleased  with 
your  show  as  we  were!  I  hope  so! 


It’s  Not  Too  Late!! 


Attention  Affiliates,  hybridizers,  commercials,  individual 
members  -  it’s  not  too  late!  We  can  really  use  your  help. 
Donations  are  still  being  sought  for  the  Saturday  luncheon 
auction.  We  will  gladly  accept  violet  related  crafts,  supplies 
and  related  items,  unusual,  rare,  unique  and  newly  intro¬ 
duced  plant  material  of  all  types  and  anything  else  of  a 
unique  and  desirable  nature  that  you  may  wish  to  donate. 

If  you  wish  to  donate  items,  please  notify  me  as  soon  as 
possible.  Provide  me  with  information  regarding  the  item’s 
description,  its  approximate  value,  and  if  you  are  sending  the 
item  on  ahead  or  bringing  it  to  convention. 

Just  a  reminder,  you  must  attend  the  luncheon  banquet  in 
order  to  participate  in  the  auction.  As  well  as  getting  a  great 


seat,  this  allows  you  to  have  an  enjoyable  time  with  your 
friends  and  acquaintances  as  well  as  get  a  last  minute 
opportunity  to  view  the  auction  items. 

Please  join  us  at  the  luncheon  and  please  consider  donat¬ 
ing  an  item  to  help  AVSA.  Send  notice  of  intent  to  donate  to: 

Edna  Rourke 

99  Old  Stratford  Road  •  Shelton,  CT  06484-6129 
(203)  926-9716  •  email  Apapillon@aol.com 

Please  send  items  to:  Kent’s  Flowers 

2501  E  23rd  Ave.  S. 

Freemont,  NE  68025 


Items  donated  so  far  include: 

Pat  Hancock  Edna  Rourke 

2  Violet  T-shirts  Hand  made  violet  cross  stitched  afghan  -  material  cost  $60 


Linda  Owens 

“Growing  to  Show”  by  Pauline  Bartholomew 


Alan  Schulman 

2  Intelligent  Plant  Lights  valued  at  $39.95  each 


Bill  and  Katherine  Paauwe 

T-shirt  and  collector  violet  place  mats  from  Fischer's 

Pat  Richards 

Collector's  Christmas  Ornament  from  the  Rhyn  Rivit 
Collection.  A  1997  issue  and  #69  of  250  made  that  year.  Pale 
mauve  pink  with  darker  mauve  accents  with  a  violet-type 
motif  and  lily  of  the  valley  accents.  Value  $56 


Frank  &  Anne  Unari 

1  pair  handcrafted  shell  African  violet  clip  on  earrings 

2  Handcrafted  African  violet  napkin  rings 
1  large  size  African  violet  Sweatshirt 

1  autographed  book  “Our  African  Violet  Heritage  Book” 
by  Anne  Tlnari 

1  pair  African  violet  Candlestick  holders  with  candles 
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May  5  -  7  -PENNSYLVANIA 
AVS  of  Springfield  Shovv/Sale 
Springfield  Mall 
Baltimore  Pike 
Springfield,  PA 
May  5  -  noon  -  9pm 
May  6  -  9am  -  9pm 
May  7  -  1  lam  -  5pm 
Info:  Emlee  McLaughlin 
(610)  356-  7675 
BettieRoth  (610)  566-  6272 

May  5  &  6  -  KENTUCKY 
1st  Heartland  AV  &  Gesneriad 
Society  Show/Sale 
Calloway  County  Public  Library 
710  Main  St.,  Murray,  KY 
May  5  -  noon  -  8pm 
May  6  -  9am  -  5pm 
Info:  George  E.  Gay  (270)  335  -  3513 

May  6  -  CANADA 

Vancouver  AVC  Annual  Show/Sale 
Van  Dusen  Gardens,  Floral  Hall 
Oak  St  &  37th  Ave 
Vancouver,  BC,  Canada 
Hours:  1pm  -  4pm 
Admission:  $2 

Info:  Ada  Jansen  (604)  321  -  0284 

May  6&  7- OHIO 

Cincinnati  AVS  Annual  Show/Sale 
Beechmont  Mall 
Rt  125  &  Five  Mile  Rd 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Mall  Hours 

Info:  Penny  Wichman  (606)  384-4437 

May  6  &  7  -  LOUISIANA 
Verbeau  AVS  Sale 
Landmark  Hotel 
171  South 
Leesville,  LA 
May  6  -  11am  -  6pm 
May  7  -  11am  -  4pm 
Info:  Sharon  Hardwick 
(318)  239  -  7590 


May  6  &  7  -  CALIFORNIA 
Carlsbad  AVS  Annual  Show/Sale 
Plaza  Camino  Real  Mall 
Carlsbad,  CA 
May  6  -  1pm  -  6pm 
May  7  -  1  lam  -  5pm 
Info:  Barbara  Conrad  (760)  942  -  6321 

May  6  &  7  -  WISCONSIN 

Oshkosh  AVS  20th  Annual  Show/Sale 

Park  Plaza  Mall,  246  Park  Plaza, 

Downtown  Oshkosh  on  the  Water 

Oshkosh,  W1 

May  6  -  10am  -  5pm 

May  7  -  noon  -  4:30pm 

Info:  Cathy  Heider  (920)  685  -  5262 

May  6  &  7  -  CANADA 

Club  Violettes  Longueuil  Show/Sale 

Parc  Regional  De  Longueuil 

Pavilion  D'Accueil 

1895  Adoncour,  QC,  Canada 

May  6  -  14h00  -  17h00 

May  7  -  lOhOO  -  I6h00 

Info:  Michel  Paradis  (450)  928  -  8097 

May  6  &  7  -  ARKANSAS 
Green  Thumb  AVS  Show/Sale 
Northwest  Arkansas  Mall 
Fayetteville,  AR 
May  6  -  1pm  -  9pm 
May  7  -  11am  -  4pm 
Info:  Charlotte  Jenldns 
(501)  751  -  8099 
Mary  Hill 

email:  keeper@deshanekennels.com 

May  6  &  7  -  CONNECTICUT 
Silvennine  AVS  Judged  Show/Sale 
Nature  Center  for  Environmental 
Activities 
10  Woodside  Lane 
Westport,  CT 
May  6  -  1 :30pm  -  5pm 
May  7  -  noon  -  4pm 
Info:  Sylvia  Siegel  (203)  847  -  5570 

May  6  &  7  -  CALIFORNIA 
San  Joaquin  AVS  Display/Sale 
Sherwood  Mall 
5308  Pacific  Ave 
Stockton,  CA 
May  6  -  10am  -  6:30pm 
May  7  -  11am  -  6pm 
Info:  Pat  Soares  (209)  823  -  4627 


May  6  &  7  -  CALIFORNIA 
AVS  of  South  Bay  Show/Sale 
Westgate  Mall 
1600  Saratoga  Ave 
San  lose,  CA 
May  6  -  2pm  -  9pm 
May  7  -  10am  -  5pm 
Info:  Irene  Thomas  (650)  369  -  3452 

May  11  -  13  -  CANADA 
AVS  of  Canada 

33rd  Annual  Convention  &  Show 
Hosted  by  the  Ottawa  AVS 
Crowne  Plaza  Hotel 
101  Lyon  St,  Ottawa,  Canada 
Coinciding  with  the  City  of  Ottawa  and 
Canadian  Uilip  Festival 
Info:  Bob  McCabe  (613)  737  -  3739 
email  rmccabe@igs.net 

May  11  -  13 -OHIO 

Violets  &  Friends  AVC  Judged  Show/Sale 
Miami  Valley  Centre  Mall 
1-75  &  Exit  82 
Piqua,  OH 

May  11  -  1pm  -  9pm 

May  12  &  13  -  10am  -  9pm 

Info:  Terena  Stotler  (937)  492  -  6588 

May  12  &  13  -  TENNESSEE 
Bluff  City  AVC  Show/Sale 
Memphis  Botanic  Gardens 
Goldsmith  Civic  Garden  Center 
750  Cherry  Rd 
Memphis,  TN 
May  12  -  9am  -  6pm 
May  13  -  9am  -  5pm 
Info:  Kathy  Hildebrand 
(901)  386  -  0210 
Marian  ZoUer  (901)  372  -  0283 

May  12  &  13  -  FLORIDA 
Suncoast  AVS  Plant  Sale 
St.  Bartholomew  Episcopal  Church 
3747  34th  St 
St.  Petersburg,  FL 
May  12  -  9am  -  4pm 
May  13  -  9am  -  3pm 
Info:  Retta  Anderson  (727)  866  -  3468 

May  12  &  13  -  OHIO 
Parmatown  AVC  Show/Sale 
Parmatown  Mall 
7899  W.  Ridgewood  Dr 
Parma,  OH 

May  12  -  12:30pm  -  9pm 

May  13  -  9am  -  5pm 

Info:  Martha  Bell  (330)  483  -  3546 

May  12  -  MARYLAND 
Baltimore  AVC  Show/Sale 
North  Plaza  Mall 
Joppa  Rd  &  Perring  Pkwy 
Parkville,  MD 
May  12  -  10am  -  9pm 
May  13  -  10am  -  4pm 
Info:  Janet  Haag  (410)  377  -  8753 

May  13  -  NEW  JERSEY 

AVC  of  Burlington  County  Show/Sale 

Burrlington  Center  Mall 

Rt541 

Burlington,  NJ 

Hours:  10am  -  9pm 

Info:  Laurel  Brown  (856)  877  -  8696 

May  13  -  NEBRASKA 

Omaha  AVS  Spring  Exhibition/Sale 

Southroads  Mall 

1001  Fort  Crook  Rd 

Bellevue,  NE 

Hours:  10am  -  5pm 

Info:  Perry  Robinson  (402)  280  -  2882 


May  13  -  CALIFORNIA 

Granada  Hills  AVS  Display/Sale 
Balboa  Mission  Shopping  Center 
16916  San  Fernando  Mission  Blvd 
Granada  Hills,  CA 
Hours:  9am  -  3pm 
Info:  (818)  363  -  6222 

May  13  -  CALIFORNIA 

Fancy  Bloomers  AVS  Mother’s  Day  Sale 

Coddingtown  Mall 

Guemville  Rd 

Santa  Rosa,  CA 

Hours:  10am  -  4pm 

Info:  Byron  Borck  (707)  527  -  8362 

May  13  -  ARKANSAS 
Bella  Vista  AVS  Plant  Sale 
Dixieland  Mall 
Dixieland  Rd  &  Walnut 
Rogers,  AR 
Hours:  10am  -  3pm 
Info:  Beth  Thllant  (501)  273  -  9717 

May  13  &  14  -  CALIFORNIA 

Foothill  AVS  Mother’s  Day  Show/Sale 

The  Plaza  @  West  Covina 

West  Covina,  CA 

May  13  -  10am  -  8pm 

May  14  -  11am  -  7pm 

Info:  Chris  Hedberg  (626)  797  -  7526 

May  19  &  20  -  ILLINOIS 
Illinois  AVS  Convention/Show 
Best  Western  Inn  of  Burr  Ridge 
300  Frontage  Rd 
Burr  Ridge,  IL 
Info:  Anna  Jean  Landgren 
(847)  256  -  2384 
email  geoajl@aol.com 

May  20  &  21  -  CALIFORNIA 
Burbank  &  Montrose 
AV  Societies  combined  Show/Sale 
Descanso  Gardens,  Van  de  Kamp  Hall 
1418  Descanso  Dr 
La  Canada,  CA 
May  20  -  10am  -  5pm 
May  2 1  -  9am  -  4pm 
Info:  Carroll  R.  McCarroll 
(323)  663  -  0973 

May  27  -  CALIFORNIA 

AVS  of  San  Francisco  Show/Sale 
SF  County  Fair  Bldg. 

9th  Ave  @  Lincoln  Way 

San  Francisco,  CA 

Hours:  10am  -  4pm 

Info:  Gaty  R.  Beck  (415)  771  -  2342 

June  17  &  18 -INDIANA 
Hoosier  AVS  Annual  Show 
Crown  Point  Civic  Center 
101  East  Street 
Crown  Point,  IN 
Both  Days:  10am  -  4pm 
Info:  lean  Willey  (219)  663  -  5451 

July  8  -  FLORIDA 

AGGS  44th  Annual  Convention 
Doubletree  Airport  Westshore  Hotel 
4500  Cypress  St, 

Thmpa,  FL 

Show/Sale  Hours:  9am  -  2:30pm 
Info:  Barbara  Matthews 
(813)  961  -  5743 
MinaMenish  (813)  681  -  1910 
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Thanks  For  All  The  Awards 


Many  thanks  for  all  the  awards  that  were  donated  for  the 
Omaha  Convention! 

Additional  Awards  -  Omaha  Convention 

$50  donated  by 

Ian  &  Raymond  Blanchard 

$25  donated  by 

Nancy  Amelung 

Sue  Hoffman 

Maurice  &  lackie  lones 

ludges  Council  of  Northern  California 

Wisconsin  Council  of  AV  Clubs 

$20  donated  by 

Acree  Creations 

The  Tidewater  AV  Society 


$15  donated  by 

Central  Florida  AV  Society 

$10  donated  by 

Alice  Easter 
Milwaukee  AV  Society 

Specified  Awards- Amateur  Division 

Best  Other  Gesneriad.  .  .  .  $10.00  .....  Thmpa  AV  Society 

Best  Trailer . . . $10.00  .....  Thmpa  AV  Society 

Best  Variegated . $10.00 . Thmpa  AV  Society 

Specific  Variety  Awards  -  Amateur  Division 

Irish  Flirt . $10.00 . Thmpa  AV  Society 

Specified  Awards  -  Design  Division 

Best  Terrarium . $10.00  .....  Thmpa  AV  Society 


Prepay  your  dues  for  up  to  3  years 
and  receive  Membership  Discount: 

$20  Individual  (USA)  1  Year 

$39  -  2  Years  $58  -  3  Years 

$22.50  Individual  (International)  1  Year 
$43.00  -  2  Years  $64.50  -  3  Years 


Membership  Application 

_  Mem. 


Application  for  Membership  Recommended  by  . 

The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc. 

2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702 

Membership  runs  one  year  from  date  paid  and  includes  6  issues  of  the  AFRICAN  VIOLET  Magazine. 

□ 

□ 


Individual  Membership  USA  ($20.00) 

Associate  Member  USA  ($  10.00-no  magazine,  must  reside  at  same  address 
as  a  person  having  any  other  class  of  membership) 

□  International  Membership  ($22.50) 

□  International  Associate  ($1 1.50-no  magazine,  must  reside  at  same  address 
as  a  person  having  any  other  class  of  membership) 

□  Commercial  USA  ($32.00) 

□  Commercial  International  ($33.75) 

□  Affiliated  Chapter  USA  ($22.00) 

□  Affiliated  Chapter  International  ($24.50) 

□  Affiliated  State,  Regional  and  Council  ($22.00) 

□  Life  Member  ($275.00) 

□  Library  ($20.00) 

□  International  Life  ($325.00) 


(Please  type  or  print) 
Name _ 


□  New  Member 

□  Renewal  Mem.  # 


Address . 
City _ 


State 


Zip_ 


Country, 


Make  checks  payable  to  AVSA,  Inc.  INTERNATIONAL  APPLICANTS: 
please  remit  in  US  $  with  a  draft  or  check  on  a  USA  bank. 

International  postal  money  orders  accepted.  Dues  are  not  refundable. 


VISA  /  MC  accepted 
Exp.  Date _ 


Card# _ 

Signature . 
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SEED  SENSE 

by  Sue  Haffner 
Clovis,  CA 


You’re  ready  to  harvest  the  seed  pods  from  your  plants. 

Usually  the  pod  is  ripe  when  the  pedicel  has 
turned  completely  brown  and 
the  calyx  is  just  starting  to 
change  color  from  green 
to  brown.  The  pod  may 
still  be  green,  but  the 
seam  line  where  it  will 
split  is  already  obvious.  If 
you  harvest  the  pod  at 
this  stage,  you  can  save 
the  maximum  number  of 
seeds.  If  you  wait  until  the  pod  dries 
and  starts  to  split,  seeds  can  be  lost. 
Give  the  ripe-looking  pod  a  very  gentle 
squeeze.  If  the  seam  splits  easily  with  little  pressure,  snip  off 
the  pod  and  store  it  in  a  paper  envelope  for  a  few  days  in  the 
open  air  until  it  has  turned  crispy  brown.  The  seeds  will  roll 
right  out. 


African  violets,  and  other  gesneriads  have  very  small 
seeds.  One  way  to  get  even  distribution  when  you  are  plant¬ 
ing  them  is  to  use  an  old  pepper  shaker. 

From  the  CA  Council  News 


Home  of  Exciting 
New  “Buckeyes”  for  2000 

We  specialize  in  large  variegated  standards  and  new  hybrids  from 
“Hobby  Hybridizers.”  “Super  Soil”;  Master  Blend  Fertilizers  containing 
no  urea;  4"  and  5"  Oyama  Pots.  We  ship  fresh-cut  leaves 
Pius 

club  project  plants  with  5-6  month  pre-notice 
14  page  list  with  cover  color 
photo  of  6  brand  new  “Buckeyes”, 

$2.00  cash,  stamps  or  check 
Payable  to  Pat  Haneock 

P.O.Box  8085  •  West  Chester,  OH  45069  •  (513)777-2524 


Otir  Customers  say  it  best. . . 

Control  Botiytis  and 

Dear  Dyna-Gro, 

I  am  writing  this  letter  to  tell  you  how  much  I  like  your 

Powdery  Mildew 

fertilizer.  ...Sonja  Johnson  in  Omaha,  Arkansas,  sold  me 
some  Dyna-Gro  Liquid  Grow  and  Liquid  Bloom  for  my 

Phvloii* 

violets. 

I  watered  the  show  plants  with  the  Bloom  and  the  baby 
plants  with  the  Grow.  In  two  weeks  the  baby  plants  had 
doubled  in  size  and  had  a  pretty  green  color. 

I  entered  31  plants  in  the  show.  Those  plants  received 

iACTERICIDE  A  FUNGICIDE 

Effectiv©  •  Jnvisibi©  •  Sysf©mlc 

10  best  in  class,  the  Sweepstakes  award,  the  Best 
Collection  award,  30  blue  ribbons  and  1  red  ribbon.  That 
plant  was  a  trailer  and  didn’t  have  three  crowns. 

Sincerely, 

Bonnie  Bailey 

Springfield,  Missouri 

f/VNA-miff. 

[  J 

Nutrition  Solutions® 

For  tech  informatioB,  contact: 

For  information  or  to  order  cal!  Dyna-Gro 

Source  Technology  Biolopcds,  Inc. 

(800)  DYNA-GRO  or  FAX  (510)  233-0198 

1-800-356-8733 

1065  Broadway  •  San  Pablo,  CA  94806 
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Ceramic  Reservoir  Pots  4  pack:  $34.95 

5  plant  collection  in  plastic  mini-wells  still  $29.95 
Postpaid  to  48  states 
Alaska  &  Hawaii  add  $10.00 


Super 
Miniatures 


Receive  a  collection  of  Little  Jewels®  violets  direct  from 
Holtkamp.  The  Mini-Well™ or  blue  ceramic  reservoirs  are 
included  along  with  fertilizer.  Th&ss  minis  are  easy  to  grow! 
Teas  Nursery  Co.,  Inc.,  P.O.  Boi  1503,  Bellaire,  TX  77402-1503 


Teas  Catalog 
FREEto  AVSA 

Fertilizers,  violet  pots  including 
the  Dandy  Pot®  plus  orchids, 
plumerias,  bromeliads,  books, 
and  supplies. 


1  -800-446-7723  www.teasnursery.com 


HATTIE  BAGGETT’S 

AFRICAN  VIOLETS 

Specializing  in  Large  Flowering  Standards,  Shipping  Fresh  Cut 
Leaves  and  Starter  Plants  in  2  1/2"  Pots,  Lots  of  Oldies  plus 
New  Varieties,  State  Inspected  and  Certified 
2000  List  $2.00  -  Payable  to  Hattie  Baggett 

Shipping  U.S.  only  May  1  -  Oct.  31 , 2000  HCR  2,  Box  381 

Phone  520-822-5060 _ Tucson,  AZ  85735-9714 


Desert  Violets 


Mostly  fresh  cut  leaves 

2000  Catalog  -  $1.00  cash  only  -  refijndable  with  order 


New  this  year— 

JefP  Smith’s  exciting  Yesterday's  series 


Susan  MerskI,  horticulturalist  2511  N.  Pesert  Ave. 

(520)  326-3057  Tucson,  AZ  S5712 

email:  desertvio!ets#theriver.com  by  appointment  only 


Violets,  Gesneriads  & 
many  house  plants 


Jewelry  for  sale 
at  most  shows 


dr'  W  vioUts  am 

'  Send  $2.00  for  our  2000  catalog.  Will  not  ship  in  June,  July,  or  August. 
We’re  moving  into  bigger  space  to  grow  more  starter  plants. 

The  new  address  should  be  in  the  next  issue. 

8704  E.  92nd  Place  •  Kansas  City,  MO  64138  •  (816)  765-5589 


PHYSAH  20"  Controls 
African  Vialet 
Pathogens. 

» Controls  algae  on  mats,  wicks, 
reservoirs,  trays,  pots,  benches, 
and  work  surfaces. 

•  Controls  damping  off  on 
seedlings  and  plants. 

•  Controls  crown  rot,  powdery 
mildew,  botrytis. 

•  Controls  disease  spread  by 
disinfecting  tools. 


Let  those  pesky  visitors  know  they’re 
not  wanted.  Take  control  with 


PHYSAN  20. 


/4eftee 

Custom  Made  Award 
Ribbons  and  Rosettes 


YVONNE  AGREE 

3235  Lockmoor  Lane  Dallas,  Texas  75220 
(214)  357-6045 


NE 


Tiolet  Perfection  by  Gini 

NEW  COMMERCIAL  SHIPPER 


Featuring  Trailers  and  Leaves  at  this  time. 

Limited  Starter  Standards  &  Minis  for  now 
Trailers:  $3.50  Leaves:  $1.25  STDS.  &  Minis:  $4.00 

Start  up  Specials  Catalog  Available  $  1 .50 

Gini  McCanne  •  1420  Oxford  Ave.,  Claremont,  CA  9171 1 
Phone:  (909)  624-8331  (after  7:00  pm  to  1 1:00  pm  P.S.T.) 
e-mail:  violetperfection(s> earthlink.net  Fax:  (909)  624-6565 
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27THYEAR 


PLASTIC  FLOWER  POTS 


CAPE  COD  VIOLETRY 

John  &  Barbara  Cook 
Dept  AV  28  Minot  St  (508)  548-2798 
Hours  by  appointment  •  Falmouth,  Massachusetts  02540 
SUPPLIES  FOR  VIOLET  GROWERS  BY  VIOLET  GROWERS 


WE  CARRY  ALL  THE  SPECIES  AND  THE  ORIGINAL  10 
Catalog  $2.00,  Foreign  catalog  $3.00 
Phone  (508)  548-2798  -  Fax  (508)  540-5427  -  email  viotets@cape.com 


SIZE  COLOR  TYPE 

10 

25 

50 

100 

500 

1-1/4"  Wt.  (only)  Thumb  Pot  $ 

1.20 

$  2.75 

$  5.00 

$  9.80 

$  44.50 

2-1/4"  Gr.  orWt.  Rd.  or  Sq. 

1.05 

2.15 

3.90 

7.25 

33.00 

2-1/2"  Gr.  or  Wt.  Rd.  or  Sq. 

1.15 

2.40 

4.55 

8.60 

40.50 

3"  Gr.  or  Wt.  Rd.  Tub,  Std.  Sq. 

1.30 

2.95 

5.25 

9.80 

44.50 

3-1/2"  Gr.orWt.  Rd.Tub 

1.35 

3.30 

6.00 

11.40 

52.00 

4"  Gr.  or  Wt.  Rd.  Tub 

1.75 

3.85 

7.20 

13.50 

59.40 

4-1/2"  Gr.orWt.  Rd.Tub 

2.40 

5.60 

8,00 

15.50 

73.00 

5"  Gr.  or  Wt.  Rd.  Tub 

2.90 

6.75 

12.50 

23.00 

105.00 

6"  Gr.  or  Wt.  Rd.  Tub 

3.40 

8.20 

15.40 

28.80 

134,00 

6-1/2"  Gr.orWt.  Rd.Tub 

4.00 

9.50 

18.00 

34.00 

160.00 

MINIATURIZING  MINI  POTS  WITH  SAUCER 

1-1/4"  Terracotta 

4.00 

8.00 

14.00 

25.00 

PLASTIC  PAN  POTS 

5"  Gr.orWt.  2-1/2"  Deep 

2.90 

6.75 

12.50 

23.00 

105.00 

6"  Gr.  or  Wt.  3-3/4"  Deep 

4.10 

9.75 

18.50 

35,00 

165.00 

7”  Gr.  or  Wt.  4"  Deep 

6.00 

14.50 

28.00 

54.00 

8"  Gr.  or  Wt.  4"  Deep 

7.60 

18.50 

36.00 

70.00 

PLASTIC  HEAVY  DUTY  POT  SAUCERS 

4"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

2.25 

5.25 

9.00 

16.80 

6"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

3.60 

8.60 

15.80 

29.00 

8"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

4.40 

10.50 

20.00 

38.00 

PLASTIC  WICK  WATER  RESERVOIRS 

(recessed  snap-on  lids,  8  oz 

3.00 

7.15 

13.20 

24.00 

110.00 

wicks  not  included)  1 6  oz 

3.60 

8.50 

16.00 

30.00 

140.00 

Lids  or  containers  only  - 1/2  lisW  price  32  OZ 

4.90 

11.75 

22.50 

42.00 

200.00 

PLASTIC  LABELS 

100 

500 

1000 

3"  White,  Red,  Orange,  Yellow,  Green  Blue,  Lavender,  Pink 

1.00 

4.75 

7.00 

4“  White,  Green,  Blue,  Lavender,  Pink,  Red,  Yellow 

1.25 

5.75 

10.00 

5“  White,  Lavender 

1.50 

7.00 

13.00 

4  1/2”  White  only 

2.00 

9.00 

17.00 

PERMANENT  TRAYS  -  Light  Green  -  No  Holes 

1 

6 

12 

4"  X  8"  X  2-1/2" 

.90 

5.10 

9.75 

8"  X  8"  X  2-1/2" 

1.40 

8.00 

15.00 

8“  X  12"  X  2-1/2" 

1.50 

8.50 

16.20 

11"  X  22"  X  2-3/4"  Lt.  Green  or  Beige 

CLEAR  DOMES 

4.75 

27.00 

51.00 

1 1"  X  22"  trays  $2.00  ea.  Dome  and  Tray  combo  $6.25  each. 

Elisa’s  African  Violet  Rings 

1 

6 

12 

25 

50 

Mini  (6")  Gr.  only 

.90 

4,75 

8.75 

18.00 

31.50 

9"  Gr.  only 

1.00 

5.00 

9.50 

20.00 

36.00 

13“  Gr.  only 

1.25 

6.50 

12.00 

21.00 

38.00 

ELISA’S  AFRICAN 
VIOLET  SUPPORT 
RINGS 

MANUFACTURER 
WHOLESALE 
DISTRIBUTOR 
6"-  9''-  13" 

CLUBS  -  BUSINESSES 
SEND  FOR  PRICE  LIST 

PHYSAN  20 
16  oz.  -  $6.25 
32  oz. -$10.50 
1  gal. -$31.50 

SUPERTHRIVE 

1/2  oz.  -  $2.79 

1  oz.  -  $4.19 

2  oz.  -  $5.25 
4  oz.  -  $8.45 

DANDY  POTS 
2-1/4“  -  4" 

OYAMA  PLANTERS 
Mini  -  1-1/2"  -  2-1/2"  -  3"  -  3-1/2" 
4''-5''-6" 

AEROSOLS 

FT  1200  DS-18  0Z.  $11.95 
Resmitherins 

PT1300  DS-18  01.  $12.00 
Orthene 

PT1500  DS-16  0Z.  $6.95 
Knox-Out  -  Diazinon 
PT1600  DS-16  0Z.  $9.89 
X-Clude  -  Pyrethrums 

CHEMICALS 
Phyton  27,  Avid 
Marathon,  Pentac,  Aerosols 
Shultz  Products  &  Others 

FLORA  CART 
Light  Stands 

KEIKIGROW  PLUS 
15  mi  -  $21.50 


FREDETTE’S  ALLEGRO  Plant  Tonic 
Excellent  for  starting  leaves  and  small  plants. 

Use  3  tsp.  per  gal.  water.  4  oz.  bottle  -  $3.00  each; 

3  for  $8.50;  6  for  $16.50;  12  for  $30.00 

PLASTIC  TERRARIUM 

12"  Diameter  -  $6.75  each 

White  -  Green  -  Beige  -  Terra-cotta 

SWIFTS  “MOiST-RSTE”  PLANTER 

White  -  Green  -  Black 

$4.00  each  -  6/19.20  -  12/36.40  -  24/67.00 

SHIPPING  INSTRUCTIONS; 

Supplies  -  UPS  East  of  Mississippi  -  $4.00; 

West  of  Mississippi  -  $4.50  *  $5.00  West  of  Rockies 
Supplies  -  U.S.  Mail  -  Actual  Cost  -  $4.00  min. 

Mass,  residents  include  5%  Sales  Tax 
Please  include  STREET  or  ROAD,  Zip  Code  and 
Phone  Number 

PRICES  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGE  WITHOUT  NOTICE. 


DYNA-GRO  FERTILIZERS 


Formula 

Type 

Size  /  Price 

1/2  pt. 

1  pt. 

7-9-5 

Plant  Food 

$4.29 

$6.29 

3-12-6 

Bloom 

$4.29 

$7.49 

9-3-6 

Foliage  Pro 

$4.29 

0-0-3 

Pro-Tekt 

$4.29 

Concentrate 

K-L-N 

$10.00 

Dolomite  Limestone 

2  lbs./$1.75 

Charcoal 

20  sz. 

40  oz. 

No.  4  Coarse  or 

No.  6  Medium 

1.75 

3.25 

4  qts. 

16  qts. 

Vermiculite 

No.  2  Coarse 

1.75 

5.00 

Perlite 

Coarse 

1.75 

5.00 

Canadian  Peat  Moss 

$1.75 

$5.00 

TROY  Capillary  watering  mat  -  a  full  4  feet  wide 
$2.40  per  running  yard  -  whole  yard  lengths 
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The  Association  for  plant  & 
flower  people  who  grow  in 

hobby  greenhouses  and 
windows! 

Quarterly  Magazine 

Growing  &  Maintenance 

Help  &  Advice 

Hobby  Greenhouse  Association 

8  Glen  Terrace,  Bedford,  MA  01730-2048 

Dues:  USA  $19  (Canada  and  Mexico,  $21  US  funds/MO) 
($22  Overseas,  US  funds/MO) 

Sample  magazine  $3.50 
Directory  of  Greenhouse  Manufacturers  $2.50 


PLEASANT  HILL 
AFRICAN  VIOLETS 

4851  Pieper  Road  •  Brenham,  Texas  77833 
1 8  leaves  -  new/previous  varieties  -  $21 .95  ppd 
12  leaves,  Hortense  Honey's  -  $14.95  ppd 
12  leaves,  Apache  (Munk)  varieties  -  $14.95  ppd 
50  leaves,  New/Previous  varieties  -  $37.95  ppd 
75  leaves,  New/Previous  varieties  -  $45.95  ppd 


Although  the  choice  is  ours  on  the  above  specials,  you  may  specify  your 
preference  for  miniature  or  standard  varieties.  Prices  include  Priority  Shipping. 
Texans,  please  add  8.25%  sales  tax 


Accepted  on  orders  over  $25.00. 
List  $2.00 


FOX  RIVER  VIOLETRY 

Located  between  Montello  and  Princeton  on  the  Fox  River 
Large  selection  of  African  Violets  and  Related  Plants 
W390  River  View  Dr.  •  Montello,  Wl.  53949 
e-mail  foxriverviolets@excite.com 
By  Appointment  only  (920)  295-4555 


AFRICAN  VIOLETS  BY  FREDERICKS,  INC. 


Alyce  Droege 


BEST  VARIETIES  -  YELLOWS  TOO! 

STANDARDS  in  3"  &  4"  pots,  plus  leaves 
MINIS  CHIRITAS 

TRAILERS  CHIMERAS 

EPISCIAS  STREPTOCARPUS 

and  other  GESNERIADS 


COMPLETE  GROWERS  SUPPLIES 

design  supplies  -  books  -  pincups  2-3/4"  to  5-1/2" 
fertilizers  -  spray  -  “my  own  mix”  soil 
Dandy  pots  -  2  sizes  -  many  colors 
growing  pots  -  Oyamas  -  hanging  baskets 
beautiful  ceramic  wick  pots  (pat.  pend.) 

6  sizes  -  decorator  colors 

Home  of  Aly’s  hybrids 


GIFT  CERTIFICATES  ■  CATALOGUE  $2. 
P.  O.  Box  1416 
Franklin,  NC  28744 
Monday  -  Saturday 
9  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 

1-800-771-0899  orders  only 

1-828-349-4832 
www.african-violets.com 
Florida  Registration  number:  47219602 


MasterCdrdJ 


VISA 


(//dfeCefan  Pkoto  iJoaF'nOii 

Each  issue  contains  4  full-color  pages, 
interesting  articles  and  cultural  information 
6  issues  per  year,  $10  ($12  outside  of  US). 
VioletsFun,  P.  O.  Box  9,  Naples,  NY  14512 
Phone:  716-374-8592  VioletsFun@aol.com 


BELISLE'S 

Heirloom  Violets 

Quality  Gesneriads 

Unusual  Companion  Plants 

Mail  Order  Catalog  $2.00 

P.O.  Box  111 

4041  N.  Metnik  Rd. 

Radisson,  WI  54867  qibwa,  WI  54862 

P.  O.  Box  527-AV  •  Dexter,  Ml  48130 
Phone  (734)  426-9080  •  Fax:  (734)  426-7803 
9:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  EASTERN 
www.indoorgardensupplies.com 


FULL  LINE  OF  INDOOR  GARDENING  PRODUCTS 

A  PLANT  TRAYS  A  LIGHTED  STANDS  4- 
A  METERS,  TIMERS  A  PLANTLITES  A  ACCESSORIES  A 

40  WATT  WS  (Wide  Spectrum)  LAMPS: 

6  =  $36.32  12  =  $62.06  24  =  $117.90 


IGS 


G4-SD2  $554.00  ^  G22  $164.80 

Tna  MICHIGAN  RES^TnTS  ADD  6%  SALES  TAX  Two  U-P  R,, 

rSh^vesW/^e  Trays  MASTERCARD,  DISCOVER,  CHECKS  &  COD'S  ACCEPTED  ,  sheTves 

74H  X  53L  X  23D  FREE  CATALOG  40H  X  27L  X12D 
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-Save  tLe  Wild  S  aintpaulia 

Will  the  WilJ  African  Violet  Survive  F 

%  A  ilJ  Saintpaulia  species  are  found  only  in  a  very  limit- 
W  ed  fiatitat  in  a  liandful  of  mountain  and  coastal  rain¬ 
forests  known  ky  scientists  as  the  Eastern  Arc.  Aiuch  of  the 
Arc  rainforests  have  heen  destroyed  hy  man. 

The  Arc  Project  of  the  Tanzania  Wildlife  Fund 
is  preserving  and  regenerating  the  Saintpaulia  hahitat. 

You  can  play  a  critical  role. 

Friend  (Rafik)  of  Saintpaulia  -  $io 
Patron  (Mhifadi)  of  S  aintpaulia  -  $28 
Guardian  (M.lezi)  of  iSaintpaulia  -  $5o  or  more 

Donations  are  Tax  Deductihle  made  to: 

Tanzania  Wildlife  Fund  '  6jS  Madison  Ave . ,  Suite  2001 
'Mew  York,  MY  10022 


Lyndon  Lyon 

Oreenhcuses,  Inc. 

PO  Box  249  Dept  A V  Dolgeville  NY  13329 

Quality  hybrids  since  1954 

African  Violets,  Aeschynanthus,  Chirltas, 
Codonanthe,  Columneas,  Episcias,  Kohlerias, 
Nematanthus,  Orchids,  Rex  Begonias, 
Strep^carpus,  other  assorted  Gesneriads, 
and  SO  much  more! 

mm  mamswimii 

© 

To  receive  our  2000  Catalog,  please  send: 
$3.00  U.S.  /  $5.00  International 

Our  greenhouses  are  open  year  round. 

No  appointmente  necessary! 

Call  for  hours!  Phone  (315)  429  8291 

Visit  our  website  at: 

www.lyndonlyon.com 


f  VIOLET  SHOWCASE  f 
#  SPECIAL  OFFER  S 


Violet  Showcase  Plant  Assortment  -  Six  different  standard  sized  starter 

plants  will  be  chosen  for  you  from  our  available  stock  when  your  order  arrives.  We  will  choose  an 
assortment  of  leaf  and  blossom  types  and  bloom  color  in  each  shipment.  All  plants  will  be  husky, 
well-rooted,  named,  labeled  varieties  in  2  1/4"  pots.  Our  choice  of  varieties  -  only  $18.00  which 
includes  packing  and  Priority  Mail  shipping,  and  a  free  catalog/list,  or  $32.00  per  dozen  plants.  Tell 
us  if  you  would  like  any  minis  or  trailers  in  your  assortment.  We  ship  plants  May  thru  October. 


Violet  Showcase  Basic  Supplies  Kit  -  All  of  the  supplies  necessary 

to  try  wick  watering  (a  great  way  to  grow  violets!)  PLUS  step-by-step  instructions.  Includes  a 
1  oz.  pouch  of  Volkmann  Bros  Constant  Feed  Fertilizer  (15-30-15),  a  3  quart  bag  of  Potting 
Medium  (especially  mixed  tor  wicking),  6  Volkmann  Bros,  wicking  saucers,  six  3"  tub  pots,  six 
3  1/2"  tub  pots,  6  yds.  of  wicking  cord,  and  our  best-selling  VIOLETS  THE  SHOWCASE  WAY 
booklet.  $18.00  which  includes  UPS  shipping  and  handling,  and  a  free  catalog/iist.  We  ship 
supplies  year  round. 

Send  for  your  free  complete  catalog/descriptive  plant  list  of  supplies  and  violets. 
Telephone  (303)  76F1770*  FAX  (303)  762- 1 808 

Visit  our  web  page  at  http://ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/violet_showcase 

The  Violet  Showcase 

3147  South  Broadway  -  Dept  AV  -  Englewood,  Colorado  80110 

Open  Monday  -  Saturday  10  to  5  (Mountain  Time)  closed  Sunday  &  Tuesday 
Established  1969 
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CLASSIFIED  ADS 


BAYOU  VIOLETS  -  LEAVES  ONLY 
Request  catalog  $  1 .00 
Check  payable  to  Genelle  Armstrong 
1313  Gardenia  Drive 
Metairie,  LA  70005-1152 

NEPTUNE’S  HARVEST  ORGANIC  FERTILIZERS 
Top  of  the  line. 

Commercial  proven.  Outperform  chemicals. 

Free  catalog  1  (800)  259-GROW  (4769) 


VIOLET  VENTURE 

Fay  Wagman  •  52  Harper  Drive 
Pittsford,  NY  14534 
Leaves  only  -  List  S 1 .00 


AFRICAN  VIOLET  MAGAZINES  FOR  SALE 

1 1/77  -  3/79  6/82  -  12/92  1/97  -  2/99 

Call  (406)  363-1022 
Evening  only  (LET  RING) 


A\  and  Gemeriad  publication! 


GSnaSilNEWS 


IN  CANADA  $15lyr  (4  issues)  (All  other  countries  $15.  US) 
Send  for  a  sample  copy  -  only  $2. 

Payment  must  be  made  out  to  John  Beaulieu  Productions 
37  Shaw  Crescent,  Barrie,  Ontario  L4N  4Z3  (705)  726-7363 


African  violets  know  no  borders,  so  why  not 
become  a  member  of  the 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  SOCIETY 

OF  CANADA 

and  receive  Chatter,  its  quarterly  publication? 


A  magazine  dedicated  to  the  growing  and  showing  of  African 
violets  and  Gesneriads.  USA/International  membership  $14.00. 


Please  make  your  cheque  or  bank  draft  payable  to  AVSC 
and  forward  to: 


Mrs.  Irene  Henry 
349  Hyman  Drive 

Dollard  des  Ormeau,  RQ.  H9B  1L5 
Canada 


Cryptanthus 

the  Dazzling  Earth  Stars 
are  the  perfect  companion  plants  for  your 
African  violet  collection  requiring  the 
same  care.  Exquisite  colors,  leaf  shapes 
and  patterns  of  stripes,  bars  and  zig  zags 
year  'round  in  every  shade  of  the  rainbow. 
Send  first  class  stamp  for  cultural  information 
or  $3.00  for  a  sample  of  our  color  quarterly  journal. 

THE  CRYPTANTHUS  SOCIETY 

Carole  Richtmyer  -  Secretary 
18814  Cypress  Mountain  Drive 
Spring,  TX  77388 


Join 


SPRIM&TIME 


THIS  IS  THE  RIGHT  TIME  TO  SELECT  THE  PLANTS  YOU 
WANT  TO  ENTER  IN  NEXT  YEAR’S  SHOW 

Listed  below  are  some  of  the  plants  that  we  carry  in  our  catalog. 

Select  from  these  plants  or  send  $1 .00  and  we  will  send  you  our  descriptive  catalog. 

STORK  -  Emergency,  Sacajawea,  Smokey  Joe,  Chinook  Wind,  Up  In  Flames.  Std. 

NESS  -  Antique  Red,  Coral  Bliss,  Cranberry  Lace,  Fireglow,  Too  Much  Pizazz.  Std. 

HANCOCK’  BUCKEYES  -  Cherry  Sundae,  Colossal,  Batik,  Cranberry  Swirl.  Std. 

SORANO  -  Misty  Moonbeam,  Deadly  Sting.  Std.  Ice  Storm,  Little  Sweetheart.  M,SM. 

BROWNLIE  -  ACA’s  Coral  Lagoon,  Purple  Explosion,  Ronnie  Redhead.  Std. 

CROTEAU  -  Mosaique,  Robert  Mayer,  Dignitaire,  Funambule,  Rivale,  Fragine.  Std. 

WILLIAMS  -  Suncoast  Ruffled  Delight,  Coral  Razz,  Wild  Mustang,  Touch  of  Class.  Std. 

HAMS  -  (Australian)-Colonial  Penola,  Colonial  Werris  Creek,  Colonial  Rose  Worthy.Std. 

: .  Mini/Semi 

Darryl  Hoover’s  Tiny  Dancer^Rob’s  Little  PuebTOj  Miss  Sniffles,  Mr.  Sneezy,  Argyle  Socks,  Itty  Bitty, 

'Orchard’s  Bumble  MagneLjOrChard's  ^ight  Light,  Maty,  Mac’s  Blazing  Bounty.  Pittman’s  WeeBe,  Solar  Eclipse, 

-  Cu^id,  Dean’s  Lady  Bug,  Dean’s  Ivory  Lace. 

■'  ■''We  still  fcam^^Jafoe^election  of  trailers,  old  and  new  varieties. 
htW^-  $4.00  each  with  a  rniniroi^^iTse^rder.  Shipping  is  $7.00  for  the  first  6  plants,  over  that  add  40  cents  per  plarit?' 
^  YOU^5^^lviNTTO  ORDER  OUR  LEAF  SPECIAL 
SHIRLEY’S  CHOICE-24  for  $24.00  or  50  tor  $44.00.  Shipping  on  leaves  $6.00  for  up  to  50.  Over  this  number  add  10  cents  per  leaf. 
PLEASE  NOT^HAT  WITH  BOTH  PLANT  AND  LEAF  ORDER^O^WILL  ^ 

^^  A^fio^%t:ALL  GIVING  YOU  THE  EXACT  DATE  .Ol^^HlfaNT. 

H^B^^IPPir^pfej^fe  INTO  THE  STATE  OF  ARIZONAf^fe  LEAVES^T 

Make  check  payable  to  Shirley  S|nders  •  1034  Rayburn  Dr.  •  San  Antonio,  TX  •  (210)923-1093 
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You  know  Afrtcctn  Violets  =  tow  meet  the 
rest  of  the  family., ^  /f  tiv 

Ame>vi 

....  M 

Quart^'i^rnal/  ^^^i$eecl,fund, 
Jud^i^#feho6fs,)rbtjhQ  robins,  ahnual 
cori^^ibn.  plus  q  eopy  of  "Hov/  to 
^  ^rbw  &  Grow  Gekieriods" 

IndivitS^lbierrt^jsWp  -  $20.00 

U.S.  $25^00 

l?lj^e',send  ch^^wonej^qrder,  or 
lit  Qprd.  infof^^lOn  to;  _  . 


?^:Mer 


:^5retariat-. 


■■pBTy!er;-^%|vP'‘;:!'V;^  K  ■  .v.- 
fc^^r  Port  Angelp,  WA  9836^-.Q1^94 
Vi4fit  cmUne^ 


Have  a  World 
of  Orchids 
at  Your 
Fingertips! 

Join  the  American 
Orchid  Society 

Delve  into  the  fascinating  world 
of  orchids  each  month  when  you 
become  a  member  of  the  American 
Orchid  Society.  Your  journey  begins  when  you  open  the 
American  Orchid  Society  Bulletin  to  pages  filled  with 
priceless  tips  and  articles  on  orchid  culture  accompanied 
by  beautiful,  four-color  orchid  photographs.  A  special 
advertising  section  helps  locate  sources  of  orchid  plants, 
supplies,  items  from  the  AOS  Book  Department  and 
whatever  else  is  needed  to  become  a  successful  grower. 
Join  the  Society  that  brings  the  world  of  orchids  to  your 
fingertips.  Please  write  or  call  for  a  free,  four-color 
membership  brochure  and  let  the  Journey  begin. 


American  Orchid  Society,  Department  AV 
6000  South  Olive  Avenue  •  West  Palm  Beach,  FL  33405 
(561)  585-8666 


VIOLET  GALLERY 

African  violets  -  standards,  miniatures,  trailers,  leaves  and  supplies. 
Our  catalog  is  available  on  our  website;  or  call  /  write 

www.violetgallerv.com  -  email  mpetry@cvn.net 
1590Cranberry  Road,  York  Springs,  PA  17372  •  (717)  528-8268 


AFRICAN  VIOLET  BEAUTIES 

!From  beautiful  Ozarftis! 

Old  favorites  plus  new  beauties  including  Ness’  Cranberry  Lace, 

Stan’s  Legacy,  and  more.  List  $1.  Walkins  welcome. 

U.S.  Ship  and  Priority  ship  only. 

SONJA’S  VIOLETS  15980  W.  Warden  Rd. 

(870)  426-1791 _ Omaha,  Arkansas  72662 


Prairie  VioCets 


P.O.Box  313  •  Maroa,  IL  61756 
Otder  and  netuer  varieties,  novettks,  etc.  [eaves  CaSekd  -  our  choice 
12  for  $1 1.50,  25  for  $16.50,  35  for  $21.50,  50  for  $26.50  ppd 
Logo  T-shirts  (s,m,l,xl)  $15  ppd  Logo  Tote  Bags  $12  ppd 
Shipping  April  1 5  thru  October  30th  Leaf  Price  List  $  1 .50 

mail  order  leaves  only  refundable  with  1st  order 


VOLKMANN  BROS.  GREENHOUSES 

•  AFRICAN  VIOLETS  •  CONSTANT  FEED  ®  FERTILIZER  •  POTTING  SOIL 
•  RESERVOIR  WICK  POTS  •  RESERVOIR  WICK  SAUCERS 
•  PLASTIC  POTS  •  A.V.  SEED  •  PLASTIC  TRAYS 
•  FLUORESCENT  LAMPS  •  COLOR  CATALOG  $1 .00 
P.O.BOX  191289  •  DALLAS,  TEXAS  75219-8289 
AREA  CODE  (214)  526-3484 


Travis?^iolet& 

P.O.BOX  42  OCHLOCKNEE,GA.  31773 

2  FREE  VIOLETS!!! 


Phone  1-912-574-5167 
1-912-574-5236 
Fax  Orders  only  -  912-574-5605 
e-mail:tviolets@aol.com 


New  and  older  varieties  of  African  violets,  from  leading  hybridizers,  and  our  own  new  plants.  All  orders  before 
November  1  will  receive  2  FREE  PLANTS  with  every  12  plants  ordered.  Send  $2  for  our  new  2000  catalog,  or 
order  from  our  ad  in  the  January  issue  of  AVM.  Try  our  super  special  12  Husky  Starters  -  all  different  -  $38 
Postpaid  -  All  plants  our  choice  (Does  not  include  2  FREE  PLANTS)  VISA  -  MASTERCARD  -  List  all  info  on 
card  -  Min.  card  order  $36.  See  our  web  page:  www.imox.com/travisviolets  AD  EXPIRES  1 1/30/2000 


May  •  June  2000 


African  Violet  Mazagine  63 


BEAUTIFUL  AFRICAN  VIOLETS 
AND  OTHER  GESNERIADS  FROM 
GARY  &  PAT  DUNLAP 


Assortments 

Leaves,  Cuttings 
or  Rhizomes 

Starters 

1 0  Standard 

7.95 

21.95 

10  Miniature 

5.95 

17.95 

10  Semiminiature 

5.95 

17.95 

10  Trailers 

5.95 

17.95 

10  Mixed 

6.95 

19.95 

10  Mixed/all  new 

8.95 

24.95 

10  Species 

8.95 

24.95 

1 0  Streptocarpus 

8.95 

24.95 

10  Achimenes 

8.95 

24.95 

10  Aeschynanthus 

8.95 

24.95 

10  Columnea 

8.95 

24.95 

10  Nematanthus 

8.95 

24.95 

10  Mixed  other  Gesneriads 

8.95 

24.95 

Miracle  Mix  Potting  Soil  $2.50/gal,  $10.00/5  gal 
Miracle  Mix  II  (High  water  retention)  $3.00/gal,  $12.00/5  gal 
Miracle  Mix  III  (Beneficial  bacteria)  $3.00/gal,  $12.00/5  gal 
Miracle  Mix  IV  (Both  additives)  $3.50/gal,  $14.00/5  gal 
1-1-1  Mix  with  Charcoal  $2.50/gal,  $10.00/5  gal 

Sales  in  USA  only.  Minimum  order  $20.  No  credit  or  credit  card  orders. 
Packing  and  shipping  $6  plus  .25  per  plant  after  the  first  10  plants,  .10 
per  leaf  after  the  first  10  leaves.  We  ship  by  priority  mail  only.  Our 
choice  only  on  assortments.  Catalog  $1 .50.  Make  checks  payable  to: 
Dunlap  Enterprises,  4189  Jarvis  Rd.,  Hillsboro,  MO  63050.  Our 
catalog  is  also  at  our  home  page:  http://www.jcn1  .com/patspets  phone 
(636)  789-3604  e-mail:patspets@jcn1.com 


CERAMIC  AFRICAN!  VIOLET  POTS 

LargasI  Variety  of  SELF-WATERING  POTS 


33  uniquely  different  pots,  including: 

ANGELS,  SQUARE  SILL  SITTERS,  ROUND  HANGING  POTS, 
TEA  POTS,  FLUTED,  VICTORIAN  AND  MORE. 


Must  see  COLOR  PHOTO  to  appreciate 
Artfully  Handpainted  (No  Decals). 
AFFORDABLY  PRICED.  All  made  in  our  Studio. 


Call  or  Write  for  FREE  Catalog. 


Herbal  Gardens  Ceramics  P.  O.  Box  38 

Montara,  CA  94037  (650)  728-7683 


Country  Violets  Greenhouse 

2010  Enon  Rd. 

Webb,  AL  36376 


Quality  plants  and  leaves  from  many  great  hybridizers. 
Send  for  our  catalog  of  more  than  250  varieties. 
VISA/MC  accepted  -  Catalogs  $3.00 


e-mail:  royh@graceba.net  check  us  out  on  the  web 

Phone:  334-899-7142  www.graceba.net/~royh 


AV  WORLD’S 
BEST  SELLER 

Thanks  to  “G-T-S”  I  just  won  my  first  Best  in  Show  award! 
I  tell  everyone,  “If  you  don’t  have  this  book,  you  aren’t 
growing  violets  to  their  full  potential.”  Mrs.  M.  L.  Horne 
(Includes  unique  chapter  on  “Miniaturing  the  Miniatures”) 


A  step-by- 
step  guide 

Illustrated  -  112  pages 
'A  X  11  paperback 


USA/Canada  -j  ^  nC 
$1.50  p&h  +  ifc.yo 
Calif,  add  6%  sales  tax 

overseas  postage:  $7.50 
air  mail,  or  $2.50  surface 
D.  M.  Prestia 
1404  N.Tustin  J-4 
Santa  Ana,  CA  92705 

SAVE  *2.05 
PER  BOOK! 

10%  discount  for  10  or  more  (save  $1.30  each)  USA/CAN  p&h  75<t 
each  (save  75<t  each)  total  $2.05!  Overseas  p&h  $1.20  each  surface. 


The  Dawn  of  a  New  Day 
For  All  AV  Growers  ... 

From  the  Creators  of  “VITM/OAM,  Organic  Soil 
Rejuvenator®",  Comes  Our  New  ... 

“ALL  YOU  NEED®”  The  Complete  Organic 
GrO'Wing  Blend,  it  is  Dr.  Albert  Plfer’s  Ultimate 
Contribution  to  Truly  Ecologically  Safe,  Natural, 
Economical,  Non-Destructive  Plant  Growth  by  easily 
returning  the  soil  to  “Virgin-Like”  Fertility  in  one 
application,  as  well  as  the  diminished  use  of  harsh  raw 
chemicals,  to  artificially  induce  plant  growth,  and  the 
extensive  use  of  dangerous  poisonous  insecticides  which 
are  an  increasingly  obvious  threat  to  ALL  life. 

Not  to  be  confused  with  potting  soils,  chemical  or 

time-release  fertilizers.  NO  FERTILIZER  NEEDED! 

It’s  ready  to  use  or  may  be  mixed  with  potting  soil. 

For  Our  Countless  Satisfied  Users  for 
More  than  Fifty  Years.  We’re  Back! 

Generous  6-Qt  Pkg.,  slightly  compressed. 

1-Pkg.  $9.95  -I-  $5  S&H,  2-Pkg.  $19.90  -i-  $5.  S&H,  3-Pkg. 
$29.85  Ppd,  4-Pkg.  $39.80  ppd, 

5-Pkg.  $49.75  ppd,  6-Pkg.  $53.70  ppd, 

Ctn.  of  12  Pkg.  $96.00  ppd.  Dealer  Inquiries  Invited. 
Check  or  Money  Order  To: 

ORGANIC  TECHNOLOGIES 

Post  Office  Box  424  •  St.  Maiys,  Ohio  45885 
www.bright.net/nccmin/allyou.htm 
ccmin@bright.  net 
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African  Violets  and  Gesneriads 
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NEW  FOR  2m! 

Winner,  lest  Commercial  Oisplaf 
at  19S9  A¥SA  Gonwentlon  Show 

We  ship  during  winter 
We  sell  standards  tool 


NEW  AFRICAN  VIOLET  VARIETIES 


ROB’S  ARGYLE  SOCKS.  Large  dbl.  pink  stars  with  heavy  blue 
fantasy  streaks;  lovely,  yellow,  beige, and  green  Champion 
variegated  foliage;  constant  bloomer,  excellent  showpiant; 
semiminiature 

ROB’S  ITTY  BITTY.  And  we  mean  it!  Loads  of  sdbl.  bright  pink 
semi-bells  over  very  dark,  pointed  foliage;  a  very  tiny  plant  (1  1/2" 
to  2")  that  might  be  frustrating  to  grow  for  some,  but  it  can  be 
spectacular;  a  real  micro-miniature 
ROB’S  LITTLE  PUEBLO.  Large  sdbl.  coral  stars  held  above  very 
dark,  red-backed  foliage;  a  constant  bloomer  that  makes  a  good 
showpiant;  the  lovely  colors  will  make  this  popular;  semimini 


ROB’S  MISS  SNIFFLES.  A  terrific  plant  that  is  certain  to  be  a 
favorite;  never-ending  masses  of  eye-catching  sdbl.  to  dbl.  white 
blooms  with  distinct,  irregular  red  edges;  heavy,  constant 
blooming  small  semimini 

ROB’S  MISTER  SNEEZY.  Sdbl.  dbl.  light  to  medium  burgundy- 
red;  dark,  red-backed,  glossy  foliage;  heavy  bloomer;  small 
semimini 


.....plus  dozens  of  other  favorites,  including  the  Best  New  Cultivar 
at  19ii  AVSA  Convention  ‘Rob’s  Hallucination’ 


NEW  STREPTOCARPUS  VARIETIES 

Our  own  hybrids.  All  are  spectacular,  constant,  and  heavy  bloomers.  They  are  extremely  easy  to  grow  and  bloom, 
even  in  windows.  Care  is  identical  to  violets.  Unless  noted  otherwise,  most  grow  in  4-5"  pots  when  mature. 


BRISTOL’S  BLUE  WATER.  We  displayed  this  at  shows  this  spring 
and  had  to  beat  back  the  customers!  Loads  of  med.  blue  blooms 
w/deeper  blue  lower  lips;  an  easy  grower  and  very  profuse  bloomer 
BRISTOL’S  DINGA  LING.  Sdbl.  white  blooms  w/dark  blue-purple 
streaks  on  lower  lobes;  a  heavy,  constant  bloomer 
BRISTOL’S  INK  BLOT.  Adorable,  nearly-black,  velvety  blooms 
Vi//tiny  yellow  eyes;  compact  grower 
BRISTOL’S  LILY  WHITE.  Sdbl.  nearly-pure  white  blooms  held  in 
masses  above  compact  foliage;  terrific  bloomer;  a  must-have  for 
those  wanting  white 

BRISTOL’S  PISH  POSH.  Lovely  white  blooms  w/round  pink-rayed 
eyes  in  center;  nice,  compact,  symmetrical  foliage;  pretty  plant 
and  easy  grower 


BRISTOL’S  STATIC  CHARGE.  Very  interesting  silver-purple 
blooms  w/dark  blue  rays  radiating  from  a  yellow  eye;  must  see  to 
believe;  sure  to  be  a  collectible 

MOM’S  PLANT.  Rescued  from  our  trash  by  Rob’s  mother,  this 
plant  spent  the  next  year  in  her  north  window  suffering  all  kinds 
of  the  worst  abuse  and  neglect.  Yet  it  never  was  without  dozens 
of  blooms  each  day  for  over  a  year!  We  were  convinced  -  this  is 
one  of  the  toughest,  best  blooming  streps  we’ve  grown  yet.  Oh 
...  the  blooms  are  light  blue  shaded  a  darker  blue-purple 


.plus  dozens  of  other  favorites 


NOT  JUST  MINIS!  WE  GROW  100’S  OF  STANDARD-SIZE  VARIETIES 

Besides  African  violets,  we  grow  a  good  selection  of  many  other  gesneriads 
We  also  offer  small-growing  Begonias,  Passiflora,  and  miniature  houseplants  for  containers 

PRICES:  $3.75  per  plant.  Please  add  $7  per  order  for  shipping  (beginning  April  15).  Winter  shipping  by  express  mail  only 
(call  us  for  details)  -  available  to  most  areas.  We  ship  anywhere  (internationally),  anytime,  safe-delivery  guaranteed! 


Special  offer:  10  different  plants  (our  choice)  $30  plus  shipping.  Club  project  and  wholesale  plants  at  discount  prices. 


Subscribe  to  “VioletsFun”  Photo  Journal! 

VioietsFun  is  an  exciting  new  journal  that  is  now  available.  In  addition  to  4  full-color  8  1/2"  X  11"  pages,  it  contains  cultural 
information,  reviews  of  latest  varieties,  interviews  with  leading  growers,  exhibitors  and  hybridizers,  and  reports  on  shows  we’ve  done 
or  seen.  It  is  our  way  of  sharing  our  mutual  love  of  African  violets  with  other  growers. 

VioletsFun  is  a  “diary”  of  our  own  experiences  with  growing  and  exhibiting  violets  and  will  be  published  bimonthly  at  a  cost  of  $10 
for  6  issues  ($12  outside  of  U.S.).  Subscriptions  placed  with  orders  of  $20  or  more  will  recsiwe  one  free  plant!  You  need  not 
order  to  subscribe. 


SEND  $1  FOR  FULL-COLOR  CATALOG 
or  visit  our  web-site  at  wwm.mbsuioletcom 


DR.  RALPH  (ROB)  &  OLIVE  MA  ROBINSON  PHONE:  716-374-8592 

P.O.  BOX  i,  NAPLES,  NY  14512  Shop  &  Greenhouse  open  daily,  12-5  p.m. 


A  cloudless  sky,  warm  summer  breezes, 

Trees  in  full  blossom  lend  fragrance  that  teases. 

Green  grass  that  sparkles  with  wet  morning  dew. 

Birds  nesting  and  chirping  echo  sounds  to  delight  you. 

NEW  CULTIVARS  ENHANCE  A  NEW  MILLENNIUM  ...  $3.95  each 

Bianca,  Blue  Charm,  Designer  Dress,  Edge  of  Dawn,  Fantasy  Freckles,  Fantasy  Lace, 
Halo’s  Aglitter,  Hot  Spot,  Luminescence,  Sapphire  Kisses,  Spectacular,  Sunrise  Coral 

CASCADE  OF  COLORS  ...  $2.95  each 

Aurora  Fantasy,  Blue  Parade,  Cherries  ‘N  Cream,  Cristabel,  Fire  Mountain,  Hot  Pants, 
Leah,  Louise,  Mia,  Mighty  Fine,  Pink  Cameo,  Plum  De  Creme,  Rapid  Transit, 
Razmataz,  Red  Robe,  Renata,  Ruffled  Skies,  Toreador,  White  Cameo 

BOLD  BARGAIN  BEAUTIES  ...  $2.49  each 

Anniversary  Tribute,  Azure  Blue,  Bangle  Blue,  Billy  Penn,  Brandywine, 
Centennial  Purple,  Dazzler,  Fantasy  Forty,  Firebird,  Hallmark  Haven,  Ingrid, 
Lavender  Sunrise,  Morning  Thunder,  Pink  Heaven,  Pink  Hill,  Rose  Lisere 

MINIATURE  &  SEMIMINIATURE 

Irish  Flirt  ...  $3.95  each 

Little  White  Beauty,  Melanie,  Mini  Favorite,  Party  Lace,  Pretty  Baby  . . .  $2.95  each 
Blue  Ice,  Little  Pro,  Snuggles  Innocence,  Taffy  ...  $2.49  each 


TREMENDOUS  TRAILERS  $2.49  each 

Crafty  Farmer,  Royal  Blue  Trailer,  Sky  Trailer 

SEMIMINIATURE  TRAILERS 

LiP  Run  Around,  Ramblin  Fantasy  ...  $2.95  each 
Pixie  Blue,  Ramblin  Starlight,  Rosina  . . .  $2.49  each 

ORDER  DIRECT  FROM  THIS  AD  BY  FAX,  PHONE  OR  MAIL 


SEND  $1 .00  FOR  COLOR  CATALOG  FOR 
COMPLETE  LISTING  OF  VIOLETS  AND  ACCESSORIES 


WE  ACCEPT  CREDIT  C'^&  ORDERS 
PHONe1!-?15-94'^W% 
1-215-947-2  re-T' 

PACKING  AND  POSTAL  qOipS:  " 

First  number  of  your  zip  codeTn.dicates^our  zone  ^ 
Zone  0-1-2  ....  $6.95  per .  ' 
Zone  3-4-5  ....  $7.95  per  sMp'aient 
Zone  6-7-8-9  .'.  $8.95  per  shipment 
CA  and  all  customers  west  of  MS  please 
include  an  additional  .35  per  plant. 

PLANT  SHIPPING  SEASON  BEGINS  MAY  1ST 


>  DEPT.  AV 

COMMERCIAL  MEMBER 
AVS  OF  AMERICA,  INC. 
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AVSA  Information 

FOR  CONDUCTING  BUSINESS  WITHIN  YOUR  SOCIETY 

FOR  ACCURATE  SERVICE,  SEND  YOUR  INQUIRIES  TO  THE  CORRECT  PERSON.  ALWAYS  INCLUDE  YOUR  NAME  AND  ADDRESS. 


MEMBERSHIP  DUES  INCREASE  EFFECTIVE  OCT.  1,  1999: 

Send  check  payable  to  AVSA  for  new  or  renewable  membership  to  AVSA  Office, 
2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702;  phone  409-839-4725.  Individual 
$20,  USA  only;  Individual,  all  other  countries  -  $22.50;  Commercial  USA  $32; 
Commercial  International  -  $33.75;  Life  (USA)  -  $275.  International  Life 
$325.00.  Remit  in  U.S.  Dollats  with  draft  or  check  on  a  USA  Bank.  See 
Membership  Application.  Master  CardWisa  accepted. 

AFFILIATES:  Chapter  -  $22.00;  Council,  State  or  Region  -  $22.00. 
MEMBERSHIP  AND  PROMOTION:  Send  ideas,  offers  to  help,  requests  for 
assistance  to  Anne  Tinari,  2325  Valley  Rd.,  Box  190,  Huntingdon  Valley,  PA 
19006. 

AFFILIATES:  For  information  on  shows,  awatds  or  how  to  organize  a 
chapter,  write  Bev  Promersberger,  P.  0.  Box  646,  Clintwood,  VA  24228. 
E-mail  clubs@avsa.otg 

SHOW  SCHEDULE  APPROVER:  Patricia  Sutton.  1707  S.  77  E  Ave.,  Tulsa, 
OK  74112.  E-mail  sutpa01@worldnet.att.net 

AVSA  OFFICE:  Jenny  Daugereau,  Administtative  Coordinator,  2375  North 
Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702,  1-800-770-AVSA;  409-839-4725;  FAX 
409-839-4329.  Hotits:  Monday  -  Friday,  9:00  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m.  CST.  E-mail 
avsa@avsa.org  or  avsa@earthlink.net 

BEST  VARIETIES:  HONOR  ROLL  COMPILER  Floyd  Lawson,  1100  W. 
Huntington  Drive,  Arcadia,  CA  91007. 

BOOSTER  FUND:  Send  contributions  to  Bill  Lyons,  38  Indian  Creek  Drive, 
Levittown,  PA  19057. 

BOYCE  EDENS  RESEARCH  FUND:  Send  contributions  to  Marlene  Buck. 
17235  N.  106th  Ave.,  Sun  City,  AZ  85373-1958. 

BUILDING  MAINTENANCE  FUND:  Send  contributions  to  Helen  Blanton,  622 
Riverside,  St.  Charles,  MO  63303. 

COMMERCIAL  ACTIVITIES:  Kent  Stork,  2501  E.  23rd  Ave.  S.,  Fremont,  NE 
68025. 

COMMERCIAL  SALES  &  EXHIBITS:  For  information  on  convention  entries 
or  sales  room,  contact  Pat  Richards,  15105  S.  Seminole  Dr.,  Olathe,  KS 
66062-3004. 

CONVENTION  AWARDS:  |an.  issue.  Send  suggestions  or  contributions  for 
convention  awards  to  Linda  Golubski,  1416  A  Street,  Blue  Springs,  MO 
64015. 

CONVENTION  PROGRAM:  Send  special  requests  for  workshop  programs  or 
interesting  speakers  to  Linda  Owens,  Convention  Director,  1762  Stemwood 
Drive,  Columbus,  OH  43228.  If  interested  in  sponsoring  a  national  convention 
in  your  area,  contact  Convention  Director. 

FUTURE  CONVENTION  DATES:  Chicago,  IL  -  May  27-  lune  3,  2001. 
CULTURE  FOLDERS:  (postpaid):  100  to  400  -  $9.00  per  100;  500  to  900 
$8.00  per  100;  1000  and  over  -  $6.00  per  100. 

SHORT  VERSION  OF  CULTURE  FOLDER:  (postpaid):  500  to  1,000  $20.00 
per  500;  1,500  and  up  $18.00  per  500. 

JUDGE’S  DUPLICATE  CARD:  Send  self-addressed  stamped  envelope  to  Bill 
Foster,  3610  Gray  Dr.,  Mesquite,  TX  75150. 

JUDGING  SCHOOL:  To  register  a  judging  school,  send  request  to  Elinor 
Skelton,  3910  Larchwood  Rd.,  Falls  Chutch,  VA  22041.  A  registration  fee  of 
$15  is  tequired. 


LIBRARY:  Order  AVSA  slide  programs  and  packets  from  AVSA  Office,  2375 
North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702.  List  in  July  issue.  If  you  have  ideas  for  a 
library  program  or  slides  to  donate,  write  Carolyn  Burr,  910  Almond  Hill  Ct, 
Manchester,  MO  63021-7004.  Email  carolnburr@aol.com. 

MAGAZINE:  Copyrighted  2000,  The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc.,  all 
rights  reserved.  Reproduction,  in  whole  or  in  part,  in  any  form  or  by  any  means, 
electronic  or  mechanical,  without  written  permission  is  prohibited.  All  articles  ate 
property  of  AVSA  and  rriust  not  be  reprinted  without  Editor’s  permission. 

AVM  EDITOR:  Ruth  kumsey,  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702; 
409-839-4725;  1-800-770-2872;  FAX  409-839-4329.  E-mail 

rrumsey@earthlink.net  '  ' 

ARTICLES  BY  MEMBERS,  COLUMNISTS  AND  MEMORIALS:  Send  to  Editor.  | 
Please  Note:  Deadlines  -  Articles  and  Columnists:  Jan.  issue  -  Oct.  1 ;  Mar. 
issue  -  Dec.  1;  May  issue  -  Feb.  1;  July  issue  -  Apr  1;  Sept,  issue  -  June  1;  I 

Nov.  issue  -  Aug.  1 .  | 

COMING  EVENTS:  Send  to  Editot. 

Coming  Events  Deadlines:  -  Jan.  issue  -  Nov.  1 ;  Mar.  issue  -  Jan.  1 ;  May  i 
issue  -  Mar.  1 ;  July  issue  -  May  1 ;  Sept,  issue  -  July  1 ;  Nov.  issue  -  Sept.  1 . 
ADVERTISING  MANAGER:  Advertising  rates  and  information:  Judith  Carter,  j 
1825  W.  Lincoln  St.,  Broken  Arrow,  OK  74012.  AVMads@avsa.org 

ADVERTISING  DEADLINES:  Jan./Feb.  issue  -  Nov.  15;  Mar./Apr. 
issue  -  Jan.  15;  May /June  issue  -  Mar.  15;  July /Aug.  issue  -  May  15;  ; 

Sept./Oct.  issue  -  July  15;  Nov./Dec.  issue  -  Sept.  15. 

“AND  THE  WINNERS  ARE...’’:  Send  show  results  to  Mary  Corondan,  7205  ■ 

Dillon  CL,  Plano,  TX  75024. 

BACK  ISSUES:  Complete  your  set  now.  Request  price  list  of  available  issues 
from  Beaumont  office.  Send  SASE  for  list. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Send  new  address  at  least  30  days  before  it  is  to  take 
effect,  along  with  old  address,  to  AVSA  office  in  Beaumont. 

QUESTION  BOX:  Ralph  Robinson,  P.  0.  Box  9,  Naples,  NY  14512  and  ^ 
Dorothy  Kosowsky,  712  Cunningham  Dr.,  Whittier,  CA  90601. 

MASTER  VARIETY  LIST: 

MVL  SUPPLEMENTS:  will  be  published  in  the  AVM.  Send  any  correction 
and/or  description  of  new  cultivars  with  hybridizer’s  name  to  Lynn  Lombatd,  I 
Master  Variety  List  Chairman,  790  Ridgecrest  Dr.,  Colfax,  CA  95713. 

MVL  COMPUTER  DISKETTES:  1998  MVL  -  $12.50.  Updates  (when  , 
available)  -  $5.00.  For  computer  compatibility  requirements,  please  write  ' 
Beaumont  office. 

FIRST  CLASS  MVL  DISKETTE:  Windows  version  -  $12.50.  Updates  ‘ 
$5.00. 

MEMBERSHIP  CARDS:  Sent  to  Associate  Members  and  New  Members  only,  i 
Renewing  members  receive  card  on  white  protective  cover  of  AVM. 

OFFICIAL  CORRESPONDENCE:  AVSA  Secretary,  Sue  Ramser,  2413  Martin, 
Wichita  Falls,  TX  76308. 

PLANT  REGISTRATION:  Iris  Keating,  149  Loretto  Court,  Claremont,  CA91711. 
RESEARCH:  Send  suggested  projects  for  scientific  research  or  names  of  i 
interested,  qualified  potential  research  personnel  to  Dr.  Charles  Cole,  P.O.  Box 
2150,  Bryan,  TX  77806. 

SHOW  ENTRY  TAGS:  100  -  $7.00  postpaid.  Order  from  AVSA  Office.  1 

QUESTIONS  ON  HYBRIDIZING:  Dr.  Jeff  Smith,  “In  Search  of  New  Violets”  j 
The  Indiana  Academy,  Ball  State  University,  Muncie,  IN  47306.  j 


Prepay  your  dues  for  up  to  3  years  and  receive  Membership  Discount: 

$20  Individual  (USA)  1  Year  $22.50  Individual  (International)  1  Year 

$39  -  2  Years  $58  -  3  Years  $43.00  -  2  Years  $64.50  -  3  Years 


The  African  Violet  Magazine  (ISSN  0002-0265)  is  published  bi-monthly:  Januaiy',  March,  May,  July,  September,  November. 

Periodical  postage  is  paid  by  The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc.,  a  non-profit  organization,  at  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702  and  at  additional  mailing  offices. 
Subscription  $20.00  per  year  which  is  included  in  membership  dues.  •  Copyright  2000  The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc. 

POSTMASTER:  Please  send  change  of  address  form  3579  to  African  Violet  Magazine,  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702 
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Dear  AVSA  Members, 

WOW,  what  a  great  convention  we  had  in  Omaha!  We  owe  a  debt 
of  gratitude  to  Joyce  Stork,  Pat  Richards,  Shannon  Ahlman,  Ramona 
Donnell  and  all  their  committee  people  for  an  outstanding  job.  I  have 
heard  nothing  but  praise  for  this  convention.  The  show  was  a  fantastic 
array  of  beautiful  plants  and  the  design  section  was  outstanding.  The 
staging  certainly  carried  out  the  theme,  “Go  Wild  in  Omaha”  and  even 
the  banquet  meals  were  delicious.  Mayor  Hal  Daub  and  his  lovely  wife,  xMary,  joined 
us  at  the  Saturday  evening  banquet.  Earlier,  they  were  given  a  grand  tour  of  the  show 
and  were  just  in  awe  of  the  beautiful  display.  They  are  already  orchid  hobbyists  and  I 
think  that  we  may  soon  have  them  as  African  violet  hobbyists.  They  were  a  delight¬ 
ful  couple  and  we  enjoyed  having  them  as  our  guests. 

We  must  thank  the  retiring  directors,  Ron  Davidson,  Texas,  Gary  Gordon, 
Maryland,  Kay  Lyons,  Pennsylvania,  Jo  Anne  Martinez,  Florida,  and  Norah  Otto, 
Colorado,  for  their  work  during  their  term  of  office.  We  welcome  new  directors, 
Shannon  Ahlman,  Nebraska,  John  Carter,  Oklahoma,  Barbara  Elkin,  California, 
Winston  Goretsky,  Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada,  and  Susan  Hoffmann,  Virginia,  and 
appreciate  their  willingness  to  serve  AVSA  in  this  capacity. 

A  very  special  memento  that  I  will  cherish  is  a  certificate,  presented  by  Joyce  Stork, 
signed  and  sealed  by  Governor  Mike  Johanns,  appointing  me  an  Admiral  in  the  Great 
Navy  of  the  State  of  Nebraska.  It  will  serve  as  a  reminder  of  the  warm  and  friendly 
folks  that  made  our  visit  to  Omaha  so  pleasant. 

We  are  now  setting  our  sights  on  Arlington  Heights,  Illinois,  site  of  the  2001 
convention.  Carol  Allegretti  and  a  group  of  “players”  including  the  cow  that  started  the 
“Great  Chicago  Fire”  presented  us  with  a  delightful  invitation. 

Everything  is  great  about  AVSA  conventions,  but  the  greatest  joy  is  seeing  old 
friends  and  making  new  ones.  Please  keep  that  in  mind  and  start  making  plans  now 
to  join  us  in  Arlington  Heights. 


Bill  Foster 
AVSA  President 


July  •  August  2000 


African  Violet  Mazagine  3 


c? 


Ruth  Rumsey  •  2375  North  Street  *  Beaumont,  Texas  77702 
(409)  839-4725  •  email  rrumsey@earthlink.net 


what  a  great  convention!  With  over  700  gorgeous  entries, 
the  showroom  was  magnificent.  The  Omaha  Convention 
Committee,  headed  by  Joyce  Stork  and  Shannon  Ahlman, 
worked  long,  hard  hours  to  assure  the  success  of  AVSA’s  54th 
convention  and  they  succeeded  tremendously. 

Linda  Owens,  our  AVSA  Convention  Director,  is  also  to  be 
congratulated.  Linda’s  job  extends  throughout  the  year  and 
during  the  convention  she  is  always  available  to  handle  any 
problems  that  may  arise,  ensuring  that  all  attendees  enjoy  the 
convention. 

Congratulations  to  Nancy  Price  for  winning  Best  In  Show 
with  her  entry  of  the  beautiful  standard,  ‘Smooch  Me’,  a  Kent 
Stork  hybrid.  Nancy  also  won  Second  Best  In  Show  with 
another  of  Kent’s  plants,  ‘Geronimo’.  Both  of  these  plants  came 
from  her  Best  AVSA  Collection  of  Standards. 

Thanks  to  all  the  volunteers  who  joined  me  at  the  AVSA 
Sales  Thble,  where  we  sold  AVSA  books  and  jewelry,  and  did  a 
lot  of  visiting.  Thanks  especially  to  Maxine  and  Don  Geiss, 
Edna  Rourke,  Pat  Wilson,  Wilma  Namumnart,  and  Gary 
Gordon. 

I  know  you’ll  enjoy  the  Showcase  sections  in  this  issue, 
where  you’ll  see  some  of  the  plants  that  were  entered  in  this 
year’s  show.  The  members  of  our  Publications  Committee, 
headed  by  Jane  Rexilius,  made  this  year’s  photography 
session  run  very  smoothly.  Thank  you  Yvonne  Ozio  and 
Meredith  Hall,  and  our  AVSA  Official  Photographer, 
Winston  Goretsky. 

I  think  the  best  thing  about  going  to  an  AVSA  convention 
is  seeing  all  of  your  friends  and  meeting  new  ones.  At  each 
convention  I’m  delighted  to  meet  some  of  the  folks  with  whom 
I’ve  spoken  on  the  telephone  or  have  heard  from  via  letters  or 
email.  Thanks  to  all  of  you  for  your  positive  comments  about 
the  AVM  and  the  suggestions  for  article  ideas. 

Sometimes  our  members  write  notes  to  us  on  their  renew¬ 
al  notices,  and  we  enjoy  reading  them.  This  following  is  from 
Mildred  Padon  of  Kevil,  KY: 

“I  am  85  years  old  and  slowing  down,  but  I’m 
still  growing  African  violets.  I’ve  been  growing 
them  since  1949.  At  one  time  I  had  2000  plants 


growing  in  a  glassed-in  porch.  I  don’t  have  the 
room  I  used  to  have  and  now  I  grow  African  vio¬ 
lets  to  give  away  to  people  in  the  hospital  and 
nursing  homes.  I  have  about  200  plants. 

“I’m  now  trying  my  first  plants  from  seedlings. 

I  put  down  seeds  and  got  12  plants  and  so  far,  4 
of  them  are  in  bloom.  I  grow  most  of  my  plants  on 
wicked  pots  now  and  they  are  easier  to  take  care 
of  I  sit  in  a  chair  by  the  table  to  work  with  them. 

“My  husband  is  90  years  old  and  he  thinks  I’m 
crazy,  but  I  get  a  lot  of  pleasure  from  my  African 
violets!’’ 

Is  there  a  particular  topic  you  would  like  to  see  covered  in 
the  AVM?  If  so,  please  let  me  know  what  it  is.  I  am  scouring 
other  publications  and  encouraging  our  members  to  write 
about  topics  not  often  covered,  or  something  that  they  feel  has 
not  been  given  enough  attention.  If  you  have  a  suggestion  for 
a  reprint  of  an  article  from  an  earlier  issue,  let  me  know.  Our 
newer  members  could  certainly  learn  from  many  of  these 
informative  articles. 

If  your  vacation  brings  you  to  our  part  of  Texas  this 
summer,  please  plan  to  visit  the  AVSA  office.  We  are  very 
proud  of  the  beautiful  building  in  which  we  work  and  know 
that  our  members  will  feel  the  same.  We’re  located  in  the  Old 
Town  Historical  District,  an  area  that  flourished  during  the  early 
days  of  Texas  oil. 

In  2001,  Beaumont  will  be  celebrating  the  100th 
Anniversary  of  Spindletop  -  the  Lucas  Gusher  that  began  the 
oil  boom  and  led  to  the  beginning  of  the  petroleum  industry. 
Various  celebrations  are  in  the  works,  including  the  presenta¬ 
tion  of  an  African  violet  named  ‘Spindletop’.  Our  former  Mayor 
and  AVSA  member,  Evelyn  Lord,  asked  her  good  friend  and 
fellow  Texan,  Hortense  Pittman,  to  hybridize  a  plant  for  this 
occasion. 

I  saw  ‘Spindletop’  at  the  Lone  Star  convention  in  Corpus 
Christi  and  brought  a  plant  back  to  the  office.  As  expected,  it  is 
another  of  Hortense ’s  outstanding  hybrids! 

Happy  Growing! 


AVSA  Honor  Roll  of  African  Violets  1999 

Milky  Way  'Trail  #7169  (J.  Stahl)  Ness’  Satin  Rose  #8144  (D.  Ness) 

To  see  the  Honor  Roll  listings  from  1960  -  1998,  refer  to  pages  26  &  27  of  the  May/June  2000  AVM 
Remember  that  to  qualify  for  the  Honor  Roll,  a  variety  must  have  appeared  on  the 
Best  Varieties  List  for  3  consecutive  years.  Send  your  votes  for  the  List  to 
Floyd  Lawson,  1 100  W.  Huntington  Drive,  #21,  Arcadia,  CA  91007,  or  by  email  <floydll@earthlink.net> 
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Jenny  Daugereau  •  AVSA  Office  Administrative  Coordinator 

2375  North  St. 

Beaumont,  TX  77702  (409)  839-4725 

avsa@earthlmk.net  (800)  770-2872 


What  a  wonderful  convention  in  Omaha.  I  don’t  think  I 
have  ever  seen  as  many  beautiful  plants  in  one  place.  It  really 
takes  one’s  breath  away  to  walk  into  that  showroom  and  see 
such  beauty.  It  takes  many  hours  and  many  dedicated 
growers  to  produce  what  we  all  saw  in  the  Omaha 
showroom.  I  had  such  a  good  time  seeing  all  the  friends  I 
have  met  through  my  work  here  at  AVSA.  I  saw  many 
familiar  faces  and  a  few  new  ones.  Thanks  to  Bill  and  Kay 
Lyons  for  all  the  work  they  do  for  AVSA  and  thanks  for  the 
fun  times  in  Omaha.  If  you  have  never  been  to  a  National 
Show  you  must  start  making  plans  now  for  the  Chicago 
Convention  in  2001.  You  will  not  regret  it. 

Our  office  violets  are  really  looking  nice.  Again,  I  want  to 
thank  the  Beaumont  AVC  for  the  time  they  spend  at  our  office 
working  on  them.  I  know  that  they  will  not  be  happy  to  hear 
that  1  added  to  the  collection  while  in  Omaha.  I  could  not 
resist  buying  some  of  those  little  beauties.  1  want  to  thank 
Dave  Harris  of  Dave’s  Violets  for  donating  a  couple  of  his 
violets  to  our  collection.  Paul  Sorano  of  Lyndon  Lyon 
Greenhouses  and  Michael  Summar  with  Holtkamp 


Greenhouses  also  added  to  our  collection.  Thanks  to  all  of 
you.  Of  course  I  cannot  leave  out  our  good  friends  Sandy  and 
Shirley  Sanders  from  Shirley’s  House  of  Violets.  Every  time 
they  come  through  town  they  bring  us  a  care  package  of 
violets.  AVSA  members  are  the  nicest  people. 

Affiliates,  if  you  have  new  officers,  please  get  that 
information  to  me  as  soon  as  possible.  I  will  start  working  on 
the  Affiliate  list  for  the  September  issue  soon.  If  you  want 
your  current  information  in  the  magazine  you  will  need  to 
send  it  now.  I  need  your  current  President’s  name  and 
address.  You  may  mail  it  to  me  at  2375  North  St.,  Beaumont, 
TX.  77702  or  email  me  at  avsa@eaithlink.net.  If  I  don’t  get 
your  current  information  in  the  magazine,  it  will  be  outdated 
for  a  year,  so  please  get  it  to  me  as  soon  as  possible. 

Judges,  please  make  sure  your  membership  dues  are 
current  so  that  you  will  not  be  left  out  of  the  Judges  insert.  If 
your  name  was  not  on  the  list  last  year  you  will  need  to  let 
me  know  so  that  Bill  Foster  and  I  can  find  out  what  the 
problem  might  be  and  correct  it.  If  you  plan  to  judge  in  the 
next  year  you  will  want  your  name  on  this  list. 


ATTENTION!!! 

Folio  Art  Glass  is  no  longer  available  through  the  AVSA  Office. 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 
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Kent  &  Joyce  Stork 
2501  East  23rd  Ave.  S 
Fremont,  NE  68025 


Tastes  Like  Chicken? 

Perhaps  at  one  time  or  another,  in  a  rare  fit  of  bravery, 
you  may  have  tried  some  kind  of  exotic  meat.  Or  maybe  you 
could  only  muster  up  the  courage  to  take  a  little  bite.  Why  is 
it  so  often  said  of  an  unusual  meat,  “It  tastes  like  chicken"? 
Maybe  it’s  because  people  are  a  little  afraid  and  don’t  really 
try  to  taste  it!  They  just  swallow  it  and  brag  that  they  tried  it, 
once.  It  is  easy  to  grow  violets  and  the  related  gesneriads  the 
same  way.  We  try  something  new,  brag  that  we  tried  it,  but 
never  really  discover  the  uniqueness  or  the  special  qualities 
that  would  make  it  become  a  part  of  our  life. 

How  many  people  picked  up  or  received  an  African  vio¬ 
let  last  year?  How  many  of  those  violets  are  still  alive?  How 
many  are  languishing  in  poorly  lit  situations,  not  dead  but 
not  thriving?  Ask  those  individuals  about  violets,  and  they’ll 
tell  you  that  they  aren’t  very  good  with  them.  Usually  they’ll 
comment  that  violets  are  “hard  to  grow”.  Ask  them  to 
describe  the  flowers,  and  they’ll  probably  say  they  look  like 
orchids!  And  they  probably  taste  like  chicken! 

If  you  are  reading  this,  you  must  be  at  least  one  step 
above  the  disinterested.  At  the  very  least,  you  have  noticed 
that  this  modest  plant  has  special  qualities  that  set  it  apart. 
Otherwise  why  would  thousands  of  people  join  a  group  that 
is  dedicated  to  a  relatively  small  genus  of  plants?  What  sets 
violets  apart  and  elevates  them  above  so  many  other  plant 
groups? 

They  bloom! 

Clearly,  violets  have  a  loyal  following  because  of  the 
fiowers.  Very  few  other  plants  will  grow  inside  and  flower 
regularly.  But  more  than  just  blooming,  there  is  such  variety 
in  the  flowers.  A  collection  of  violets  on  the  windowsill  is  as 
satisfying  as  a  mixed  flower  bed  outside. 

Remarkably,  the  original  species  (the  thirty  or  so  plants 
that  were  used  in  the  hybridizing  to  produce  the  African 


violets  that  we  see  today)  were  all  shades  of  lavender/blue  or 
white.  The  flowers  were  all  somewhat  small,  pansy-shaped, 
single,  and  plain. 

Both  the  earliest  botanists  who  worked  with  them  (only 
one  hundred  years  ago)  and  the  hybridizers  who  continue  to 
release  new  cultivars’  today  have  discovered  that  this  seem¬ 
ingly  small  gene  pool  is  almost  infinitely  variable.  Flower 
colors  today  run  the  gamut  from  blues,  purples,  and  white,  to 
pinks  and  reds,  and  even  to  yellow  (although  this  color  is  still 
not  perfected) .  Blossoms  may  have  various  edge  details  and 
are  now  usually  semidouble  or  occasionally  double.  Flowers 
may  be  star-shaped  instead  of  the  traditional  pansy,  and 
flower  size  of  the  newer  hybrids  is  much  larger  than  those 
found  in  nature. 

They  like  us! 

Violets  species  were  discovered  growing  in  eastern  Africa, 
in  a  mountainous  region,  near  the  equator.  This  region  has 
very  bright  light  twelve  hours  a  day.  Because  of  the  altitude, 
temperatures  remain  rather  moderate  all  year  around,  with  a 
slight  drop  at  night.  The  jungle  provided  a  high  canopy  of 
leaves  to  filter  the  light. 

This  light  and  temperature  is  extremely  easy  to  duplicate 
artificially  in  modern  homes.  Not  only  is  it  easy  to  duplicate, 
it  is  the  light  and  temperature  which  we,  as  humans,  prefer. 
It  is  an  almost  perfect  match!  More  than  just  the  light  and 
temperature,  however,  violets  thrive  in  soils  that  are  easy  for 
growers  to  replicate.  The  original  species  sank  their  roots  into 
porous  composted  plant  materials  that  had  accumulated  in 
rock  crevices.  Growers  can  substitute  peat,  coconut  coir,  or 
non-organic  materials  like  vermiculite  and  perlite  and  grow 
beautiful  violets. 

Because  in  nature,  the  roots  were  confined  in  relatively 
small  spaces  between  rocks,  violets  have  never  cared  for  big 
containers.  This  makes  them  very  adaptable  to  being  grown 
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in  smallish  pots,  not  just  in  our  homes  and  apartments,  but 
even  in  our  cubicles  at  work. 

It  seems  that  it  isn’t  just  dogs  but  also  violets  who  are 
man’s  best  friends! 

Each  violet  is  an  individual! 

Speaking  of  dogs,  we  have  a  miniature  dachshund 
named  Charlie.  We  adopted  him  last  year  from  the  shelter, 
and  now  he  really  is  our  dog.  He  loves  us,  does  what  we 
want  him  to  do  (most  of  the  time) ,  and  goes  with  us  every¬ 
where  (except  church  and  restaurants) .  He  has  several  little 
habits  that  we  have  come  to  know  well.  When  he  stays 
awake  and  fixes  his  gaze  on  one  of  us,  he  needs  to  go  out¬ 
side.  When  he  brushes  his  nose  with  his  paw,  he  wants  to  be 
scratched.  And  he  seems  to  enjoy  eating  chunks  of  apples! 

Violets  are  individuals  too!  Each  variety  has  its  own  set 
of  preferences.  The  longer  you  grow  a  variety,  the  better  you 
will  come  to  understand  its  demands.  Each  variety  has  a  spe¬ 
cific  amount  of  light  that  it  wants.  Some  are  much  fussier 
than  others.  Varieties  may  also  be  picky  about  soil,  fertilizer, 
and  temperature.  Until  those  needs  are  met,  individual 
hybrids  may  not  do  well  for  you. 

Many  growers  choose  to  keep  their  growing  conditions 
consistent,  and  constantly  shop  for  new  varieties  that  do  well 
in  those  conditions.  There  will  always  be  plants  who  don’t 
like  those  conditions,  and  others  that  thrive  there.  Trying  a 
bunch  of  different  violets  is  fun... hopefully  a  few  will  love 
you  back! 

You  have  needs  too.  When  we  chose  Charlie,  we  wanted 
a  small  dog  who  could  sit  in  our  lap.  You  may  need  a  small 
violet  (or  a  hundred  small  violets)  to  fit  into  your  limited 
growing  situation.  You  might  need  a  small  violet  because 
miniature  things  attract  your  eye,  or  because  you  have  small 
fancy  containers  that  you  put  violets  in.  For  some  people, 
only  the  small  violets  will  be  pleasing. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  absolutely  love  standard  size  vio¬ 
lets.  We  love  the  impact  that  a  large  violet  has  when  the 
foliage  is  lying  in  perfect  rows  and  a  soccer-ball-size  head  of 
bloom  stands  above  that  foliage.  We  love  seeing  people  react 
to  these  unnaturally  perfect  plants  with  the  question,  “Are 
these  really  African  violets?”  We  have  the  space  to  grow 
them,  and  we  always  feel  more  positive  about  life  when  these 
big  plants  are  at  their  peak. 

And  even  then,  there  are  other  choices.  A  number  of 
growers  love  the  naturalized  look  of  trailing  violets.  Some 
grow  violets  especially  for  their  design  qualities.  Some  even 
focus  just  on  the  original  species  that  grew  in  Africa.  The 
growers  are  as  unique  as  the  plants  they  prefer  to  grow! 
Fortunately,  there  are  violets  that  will  fit  just  about  everyone. 

They  do  tricks! 

Okay,  maybe  “tricks”  isn’t  the  right  word.  But  violets  can 
be  controlled  into  doing  something  that  they  might  not  oth¬ 
erwise  do.  If  you  have  ever  attended  an  AVSA-sponsored 


African  violet  show,  you  may  have  noticed  how  much  pretti¬ 
er  the  plants  are  there.  That  is  because  growers  have  manip¬ 
ulated  the  plants  in  order  to  make  them  grow  more  neatly 
and  bloom  more  heavily  than  they  normally  would. 

Many  plant  groups  can  be  manipulated  in  specific  ways. 
Poinsettias  are  forced  into  color  for  Christmas  sales  by  con¬ 
trolling  the  length  of  the  hours  of  daylight.  Bedding  plants  are 
forced  into  early  bloom  in  greenhouses  because  in  springtime 
attractive  colors  will  generate  sales.  Tulip  bulbs  may  be  forced 
into  growing  by  potting  them  and  keeping  them  in  refrigera¬ 
tion  for  a  time.  Often,  however,  various  forcing  techniques 
can  be  pretty  hard  for  the  average  grower  to  accomplish, 
especially  in  a  home  environment. 

Violets,  however,  can  be  ‘forced’  to  bloom  at  a  specific 
time  rather  easily  by  almost  any  grower.  Besides  blooming  on 
schedule,  the  foliage  will  become  sturdier  and  broader.  There 
will  tend  to  be  more  flowers  than  usual.  Violets  that  have 
been  manipulated  this  way  look  like  champions. 

The  technique  is  called  disbudding.  It  is  done  by  remov¬ 
ing  all  buds  and  blooms  from  a  mature  African  violet  for  a 
period  of  weeks  or  months,  up  until  approximately  eight 
weeks  before  the  plant  should  be  in  full  bloom.  Top  growers 
are  very  skilled  in  their  timing  and  methods,  but  any  grower 
can  learn  how  to  do  this.  It  is  a  pretty  impressive  trick! 

They  will  wait  until  we  have  time! 

Ever  have  a  time  in  your  life  when  everything  went  crazy 
and  out  of  control?  We  certainly  have.  When  that  happens, 
houseplants  will  usually  not  be  a  high  priority.  Family,  work, 
or  personal  health  have  to  come  ahead  of  African  violets.  The 
good  news  is  that  violets  will  usually  wait. 

We  don’t  want  to  mislead  you  into  thinking  that  violets 
will  wait  forever,  or  that  they  will  look  well-tended  while  they 
wait.  But  they  will  survive  for  long  periods  of  neglect. 
Strangely,  the  secret  seems  to  be  letting  them  get  quite  dry. 
Overwatering  in  these  stressed  periods  will  do  more  damage 
than  underwatering.  Along  with  that,  they  continue  to  need 
some  light,  but  less  than  when  they  are  actively  growing.  It 
helps  if  the  air  is  not  excessively  dry  and  temperatures  don’t 
become  extremely  hot  or  cold. 

When  your  life  comes  back  to  a  more  normal  pattern,  you 
should  water  your  violets  only  lightly  in  order  to  allow  the 
roots  to  plump  back  up.  A  day  or  so  later  normal  watering 
can  be  resumed.  It  may  take  a  few  weeks  or  months  for  the 
plants  to  look  truly  healthy  again,  but  they  will  survive! 

We  love  violets! 

We  really  truly  do  love  this  plant.  It’s  a  healthy  addiction 
that  has  enriched  our  lives,  not  only  from  the  sheer  pleasure 
of  seeing  shelves  of  plants  in  beautiful  bloom,  but  also  from 
the  wonderful  friendships  we  have  made  with  other  growers. 

Violets  don’t  look  like  orchids,  and  they  don’t  taste  like 
chicken!  African  violets  are  very,  very  special.  We’re  glad  you 
like  them  too. 
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2000  AVSA 

National  Show 


Best  African  Violet  in  Show 

Best  Standard 

Smooch  Me  -  Nancy  Price 

2nd  Best  African 
Violet  in  Show 
Geronimo  -  Nancy  Price 

3rd  Best  African  Violet  in  Show 

Ellie  Gardner 

Beverly  Promersberger 

Best  AVSA  Collection 
(Standard/Species) 

Geronimo,  Smooch  Me, 

Windy  Day  -  Nancy  Price 


Best  AVSA  Collection  (Mieiature/Semiminiature) 
Rob’s  Boo  Hoo,  Rob’s  Boogie  Woogie, 

Robs  Fiddle  Faddle  -  Kathy  Lahti 

Best  Semiminiature 

Rob’s  Boogie  Woogie  -  Kathy  Lahti 

Best  Miniature 

Rob’s  Twinkle  Blue  -  Beverly  Promersberger 
Best  Trailer 

Ellie  Gardner  -  Beverly  Promersberger 
Best  Species 

Saintpaulia  confusa  -  Beverly  Promersberger 

Best  Vintage  Violet 

White  Madonna  -  Helen  Barrett 

Best  Other  Gesneriad 

Chirita  sinensis  ‘Hisako’  -  Barbara  Pershing 

Best  Design  in  Show 

“Taming  the  River  Wild”  -  Dolores  Gibbs 


2nd  Best  Design  in  Show 
“Wild,  Wild  West” 
Judith  M.  Carter 

3rd  Best 
Design  in  Show 
“Wild  Reflections” 
Fran  Russom 

Best  Commercial 
Display  Tkble 
Kent’s  Flowers 
Kent  Stork,  Fremont,  NE 


2ed  Best  Commercial  Display  Tkble 
Rob’s  Mini-o-lets 
Ralph  Robinson,  Naples,  NY 

Best  African  Violet  in  Show 
(Commercial  Division) 
Buckeye  Calico  -  Shannon  Ahlman 

Best  AVSA  Mini/Semimini  Collection 
(Commercial  Division) 
Optimara  Rose  Quartz,  Orchard’s  Bumble  Magnet, 
Rob’s  Twinkle  Blue  -  Olive  Ma  Robinson 

Best  New  Cultivar  (Commercial  Division) 
Buffalo  Hunt  -  Kent  Stork 

2nd  Best  New  Cultivar  (Commercial  Division) 
Tbopical  Heat  Wave  -  Kent  Stork,  Kent’s  Flowers 

3rd  Best  New  Cultivar  (Commercial  Division) 
Chinook  Wind  --  Kent  Stork,  Kent’s  Flowers 

Horticulture  Sweepstakes 
54  blue  ribbons  -  Kenneth  Rein 

Design  Sweepstakes 
1 1  blue  ribbons  -  Fran  Russom 
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African  Violets 

in  the  Good  Old 

Sumi^ertime 


by  Sharon  Holtzman 


By  this  time  of  the  year  I’m  sure  that  we  are  all  finding 
that  we  are  spending  more  time  outdoors  and  that  it  is  so 
easy  to  neglect  our  indoor  plants.  Well  shame  on  all  of  us 
who  are  expected  to  be  entering  violets  in  our  fall  shows. 
After  we  finish  with  our  spring  shows  I’m  sure  that  many  of 
us  suffer  from  a  case  of  “African  violet  burnout”  but  this  is  a 
very  important  time  if  we  hope  to  have  our  plants  in  bloom 
again  in  the  fall. 

My  plants  are  grown  under  lights  in  the  basement  and 
with  central  air  conditioning  you  would  think  they  would  be 
quite  comfortable  in  the  summer.  But  I  do  have  to  worry 
about  the  heat.  The  main  portion  of  my  growing  area  has  two 
west-facing  windows,  and  a  south  facing  set  of  sliding  glass 
doors.  It  can  really  cook  in  there.  I  make  sure  that  my  plants 
with  variegated  foliage  and  my  Streptocarpus  are  placed  on 
the  lowest  shelves.  Remember  that  variegated  foliage  will 
“green  up”  in  warmer  temps,  and  streps  just  flat  out  hate  the 
heat. 

A  couple  of  years  ago  I  pulled  the  wicks  out  of  all  of  my 
plants  and  planned  to  top  water  every  plant  individually; 
thinking  that  this  was  the  most  natural  way.  Now  that  my 
sanity  has  returned  Fm  convinced  that  if  God  weren’t  able  to 
sit  back  and  say  “let  there  be  rain”,  he  would  be  wick  water¬ 
ing  too! 

Summertime  for  me  brings  a  change  in  my  watering 
habits,  especially  for  plants  on  wicks  because  stressed  out 
plants  are  not  happy  plants.  When  a  reservoir  is  close  to 
being  empty  it  is  tempting  to  just  “top  it  off’.  I  would  not  sug¬ 
gest  doing  this  because  the  fertilizer  that  is  left  in  the  bottom 
may  then  be  in  a  more  concentrated  form  and  adding  more 
to  it  could  have  an  adverse  affect  on  your  violets.  It  is  also 
good  practice  to  wash  your  reservoirs  each  time  they  need  to 
be  refilled.  Fertilizer  salts  accumulate  in  the  bottom  of  the 
reservoir  and  each  time  you  refill  v/ithout  washing  you  are 
just  stirring  it  up  and  sending  it  right  up  to  the  roots. 

Remember  to  leach  your  plants,  watering  from  the  top 
with  clear  water  about  every  six  weeks  or  so  to  get  rid  of 


those  fertilizer  salts  that  have  accumulated.  On  the  subject  of 
watering  this  is  a  good  time  to  pay  special  attention  to  your 
Streptocarpus.  It  is  said  that  a  good  time  to  water  them  is 
“one  day  before  they  v/ilt”.  Well  you  better  be  sure  that  you 
are  there  on  that  day  because  a  dry  Streptocarpus  is  a 
magnet  for  foliar  mealy  bug.  I  have  seen  this  happen  more 
than  once.  If  I  faithfully  water  my  streps  I  don’t  see  a  single 
one  of  these  critters,  but  let  one  or  two  go  dry  they  show  up 
almost  overnight. 

Violets  do  not  bloom  until  the  roots  have  filled  the  pot,  so 
all  the  more  reason  to  get  your  plants  repotted  before  the 
onset  of  summer.  To  prompt  me  to  get  this  job  done  in  a 
timely  fashion,  1  cut  the  wicks  off  of  my  plants  before  I  put 
them  into  our  spring  show.  In  that  way  I  am  not  tempted  to 
bring  them  home  and  sit  them  right  back  on  their  reservoirs. 
Getting  your  plants  repotted  in  June  gives  them  all  summer 
long  to  develop  good  root  systems  in  time  to  get  them  bloom 
boosted  for  fall  shows. 

With  our  yards  in  full  bloom,  summertime  is  the  time  to 
really  be  on  the  watch  for  thrips  in  our  violet  collection.  It  is 
all  too  easy  for  them  to  find  their  way  into  our  plant  rooms. 
If  you  have  worked  out  in  your  yard,  do  not  enter  your  plant 
room  until  after  you  have  changed  clothes  and  showered. 
The  easiest  way  to  cope  with  these  critters  is  just  to  keep  your 
violets  disbudded  -  they  will  starve  without  their  restaurant. 
One  little,  but  very  important  point  to  remember  about 
disbudding  your  plants  is  to  make  certain  that  each  time  you 
do  this  you  take  the  buds  outside  to  dispose  of  them  imme¬ 
diately.  Don’t  put  them  in  a  trash  can  in  the  plant  room  and 
wait  till  the  next  garbage  day.  Those  little  varmits  will  be 
back  on  your  plants  before  you  know  it.  Look  at  your  violets 
each  and  every  day  and  take  care  of  any  problems  as  soon 
as  they  are  detected.  Constant,  consistent  care  during  the 
summertime  will  give  us  a  wonderful  show  in  the  fall. 

From  “The  Violet  Connection  ”, 
publication  of  the  Ohio  State  AVS 


July  •  August  2000 


African  Violet  Mazagine  9 


Dr.  Jeff  Smith 
The  Indiana  Academy 
Ball  State  University 
Muncie,  IN  47306 
06JLSmith@BSUVC.BSU.EDU 


As  we  enter  into  the  warmer  summer  months  in  the  north¬ 
ern  hemisphere,  you  might  study  the  plants  in  your  collection 
for  genetic  stability.  Plants  are  unable  to  move  to  different 
environments  when  conditions  become  less  favorable  as 
animals  can  do.  Instead,  plants  change  their  growth  respons¬ 
es  to  environmental  stresses.  The  result  is  that  a  number  of 
genetic  traits  such  as  the  amount  of  leaf  variegation,  the  wide¬ 
ness  of  geneva  edges,  and  the  intensity  of  the  flower  color  will 
change  expression.  If  you  are  growing  a  large  show  plant  over 
a  several  month  period,  it  may  be  important  to  note  which  cul- 
tivars  show  these  responses  and  which  ones  do  not.  The  alter¬ 
native  is  to  attempt  to  maintain  the  same  type  of  environmen¬ 
tal  conditions  year  around,  thus  avoiding  stresses  and  growth 
changes.  When  the  temperatures  cool  off  in  the  fall,  plants 
which  changed  their  growth  because  of  heat  stress  will  revert 
to  their  former  growth  patterns. 

0  ^/  would  like  to  try  to  develop  a  variegated 
#  tetraploid  violet  Where  should  I  start? 

A:  Tetraploid  violets,  which  have  double  the  usual  number 
of  chromosomes,  are  sometimes  found  as  sports,  or  they  may 
be  created  through  the  use  of  chemicals.  One  chemical  that  has 
been  used  for  this  work  is  colchicine,  which  works  by  interfer¬ 
ing  with  the  normal  cell  division  process.  I  would  suggest  that 
you  take  some  leaf  cuttings  from  your  favorite  variegated 
plant,  then  treat  the  cut  surfaces  of  the  petioles  with  a 
colchicine  solution.  Some  of  the  babies  that  are  produced 
should  be  tetraploids.  However,  please  use  caution  in  using 
colchicine  as  it  is  a  mutagenic  material. 

wish  to  create  a  puff  fantasy  plant  with  geneva 
edges  on  variegated  foliage.  If  1  cross  ‘Galactic 
Storm’  (blue  and  pink  puff  fantasy  on  non-variegated 
foliage)  with  ‘Apache  Diamond’  fuchsia  fowers  with  gene¬ 
va  edges  variegated  foliage),  can  I  achieve  this  goal? 


A:  You  can  achieve  your  goal  if  you  use  ‘Apache 
Diamond’  as  the  seed  parent.  Variegation  is  normally 
transmitted  maternally  or  through  the  seed  parent.  The  puff 
fantasy  trait  is  a  genetic  dominant  and  should  be  inherited  by 
approximately  50%  of  the  offspring.  Likewise,  geneva  edges 
is  a  dominant  trait  and  should  be  inherited  by  50%  of  the 
offspring.  The  chance  of  getting  puff  fantasy  and  geneva 
edges  is  a  product  of  the  two  events,  or  approximately  25%. 
Therefore,  if  you  use  ‘Apache  Diamond’  as  the  seed  parent, 
about  25%  of  the  offspring  should  be  of  your  goal 
combination. 

^fl  cross  a  semidouble  hot  pink flower  with  white 
edges  and  non-variegated foliage  with  a  ruffled 
single  cherry  pink  pansy  with  raspberry  edges  on  variegated 
foliage,  what  should  I  get  in  the  offspring? 

A;  Your  cross  has  a  variety  of  traits  which  will  come 
together  in  a  number  of  combinations.  First,  semidouble 
blooms  will  be  dominant  to  single.  A  minimum  of  50%  of  the 
offspring  should  be  doubles.  Second,  white  edges  sounds  like 
geneva  edges  which  is  a  dominant  trait  to  plain  edges.  About 
50%  of  the  offspring  should  have  geneva  edges.  Third,  pansy 
shape  is  a  dominant  trait.  The  flower  shape  of  the  first  plant 
was  not  given,  but  I’d  expect  all  of  the  offspring  to  have  pansy 
(violet)  flower  shape.  Fourth,  ruffled  flowers  are  a  dominant 
trait  to  plain  edged  flowers.  About  50%  of  the  offspring  should 
have  ruffled  flowers.  Fifth,  raspberry  edges  is  a  dominant  trait 
as  well.  At  least  50%  of  the  offspring  should  have  raspberry 
edges.  Sixth,  the  flower  color  descriptions  are  ones  I  can’t 
determine  without  seeing  the  plants.  Assuming  that  both  are 
actually  “pinks”,  they  should  breed  true  and  produce  100% 
pinks  of  various  shades.  There  is  a  possibility  that  the  “cher¬ 
ry  pink”  plant  is  actually  a  diluted  “red”  instead  of  “pink”.  If 
this  is  true,  than  about  50%  of  the  offspring  will  likely  be  a 
shade  of  red  and  the  other  50%  a  shade  of  pink.  Seventh,  var- 
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legated  foliage  will  only  be  achieved  if  the  variegated  plant  is 
used  as  the  seed  parent. 

If  you  assume  that  the  pink  flower  color,  pansy  flower 
shape  breed  true  ( 1 00%)  and  that  a  variegated  plant  is  used 
as  the  seed  parent,  you  still  have  four  traits  that  will  sort 
themselves  out  in  50:50  ratios.  I  calculate  that  there  will  be  1 6 
combinations  of  these  four  traits.  Approximately  6%  of  the 
offspring  will  be  in  each  combination.  Your  cross  is  going  to 
give  you  a  very  large  number  of  different  kinds  of  offspring. 
Have  fun! 

^Leaves  from  a  plant  that  has  star  shaped  blooms 
has  produced  a  baby  with  pansy  shaped  blooms. 
I  thought  star  shaped  blooms  was  a  genetic  recessive.  Is  it 


possible  for  the  new  baby  to  have  pansy  shaped  blooms,  or 
has  the  label  of  the  plant  gotten  mixed  up? 

A:  You  are  correct  that  pansy  shaped  blooms  are  a 
dominant  to  star  shaped  blooms.  We  would  normally  expect 
the  leaf  cuttings  to  produce  babies  that  are  just  like  the 
parents,  with  star  shaped  blooms.  However,  mutations  or 
sports  do  sometimes  occur.  In  this  case,  a  reversion  of  a  reces¬ 
sive  trait  to  a  dominant  trait  would  be  an  example  of  a  reverse 
mutation.  These  mutations  do  happen,  but  they  are  rare. 

If  only  one  baby  from  the  leaf  has  pansy  shaped  blooms, 
then  I  might  conclude  that  a  rare  reverse  mutation  had 
occurred.  However,  if  several  babies  show  pansy  shaped 
blooms  indicating  that  the  reverse  mutation  had  occurred 
multiple  times,  I’d  conclude  that  the  leaf  was  mislabeled. 


Understanding  Fertilizer  Formulas 

by  Ralph  Robinson  •  Naples,  NY 


Understanding  fertilizers  can  be  difficult,  since  there  are  so 
many  different  formulas  available  in  so  many  different  forms 
and  packages.  We’ll  try  to  simplify  things  a  little  here. 

First,  let’s  deal  with  the  three  numbers  that  appear  on  the 
package.  Although  violets  will  absorb  just  about  anything 
that’s  dissolved  within  water,  there  are  only  1 6  elements  that 
are  necessary  for  plants. 

These  can  be  divided  into  three  groups:  major  nutrients, 
secondary  nutrients,  and  trace  elements.  These  elements  are 
necessary,  in  declining  importance,  to  plant  growth  and  repro¬ 
duction. 

The  three  ‘major  nutrients’  are  nitrogen,  phosphorus,  and 
potassium.  The  percentage  of  each  of  these  contained  in  the 
fertilizer  are  listed  on  every  package.  For  example,  a  ‘15-16- 
1 7’  formula  contains  1 5  percent  nitrogen,  1 6  percent  phos¬ 
phorus,  and  1 7  percent  potassium.  Nitrogen  (N)  is  perhaps  the 
most  important  nutrient,  since  its  what  ‘makes  leaves  green’. 
It  is  critical  to  photosynthesis  -  the  process  that  produces  the 
chemical  compounds  that  the  plant  uses  to  keep  it  growing 
and  blooming.  For  this  reason,  formulas  containing  little,  or 
no,  nitrogen  (such  as  an  0-6-5  formula)  should  never  be  used 
as  a  regular  diet. 

Phosphorus  (P)  is  necessary  for  growth,  especially  root 
formation  and  production  of  blossoms.  You’ll  notice  that  most 
‘blossom  boosting’  fertilizers  are  relatively  high  in  phospho¬ 
rus.  Potassium  (K) ,  the  third  major  nutrient,  is  not  essential  by 
itself  but,  instead,  can  be  found  in  many  different  plant  tissues 
working  in  combination  with  nitrogen.  It  is  largely  responsible 


for  general  plant  vigor  and  resistance  to  drought,  disease,  and 
pests,  and  aids  in  both  photosynthesis  and  blossom  produc¬ 
tion.  Because  potassium  works  together  with  nitrogen,  they 
should  be  used  together  in  fertilizers. 

Usually,  elsewhere  on  the  package,  the  amounts  of  a 
number  of  other  nutrients  will  be  listed.  These  are  the  ‘sec¬ 
ondary  nutrients’.  They  are:  calcium,  magnesium,  and  sulfur. 
Though  not  as  important,  these  nutrients  are  still  essential  to 
plant  growth  and  health.  Calcium  is  critical  to  good  root  devel¬ 
opment,  and  both  magnesium  and  sulfur  are  important  to  root 
growth  and  the  process  that  promotes  deep  green  leaves. 

‘Trace  elements’  are  often  just  listed  on  the  fertilizer  pack¬ 
age,  appearing  in  quantities  too  small  to  itemize.  These 
‘micronutrients’  are:  boron,  chlorine,  copper,  iron,  manganese, 
molybdenum,  and  zinc.  Enough  of  these  nutrients  can  often 
be  found  in  the  water  or  soil  mix  being  used,  and  most  good 
fertilizers  contain  some  amount  of  them.  Though  large 
amounts  of  these  aren’t  vital,  they  should  all  be  present  in  a 
good,  healthy,  violet. 

All  of  these  nutrients  are  important.  For  this  reason,  we 
always  recommend  using  a  ‘balanced’  formula  as  a  regular 
diet.  This  means  that  the  fertilizer  should  contain  approxi¬ 
mately  equal  amounts  of  the  three  major  nutrients,  as  well  as 
all  of  the  secondary  nutrients  and  trace  elements,  just  as  a 
child  needs  a  balanced  diet  to  grow  and  be  healthy  so,  too, 
does  your  violet. 
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Roots: 

Your  Plant’s  Anchor 

by  Melvin  Robey 

From  his  book  “African  Violets:  A  Gift  From  Nature" 


Did  you  know: 

•  a  healthy  violet  in  a  2"  pot  has  10.7  square  feet  of  surface 
area  of  roots? 

•  if  these  roots  were  put  end  to  end  they  would  reach  1.5 
miles 

•  the  “fibrous”  root  system  of  the  African  violet  plant  is 
composed  of  thousands  of  tiny  roots,  developing  from  the 
base  of  the  plant  and  each  of  the  roots  develops  numer¬ 
ous  sideshoots  which  in  turn  give  rise  to  more  roots. 

Roots  serve  four  basic  functions: 

1.  They  anchor  the  plant  in  the  potting  mixture. 

2.  They  absorb  water  and  nutrients. 

3.  They  transport  water  and  nutrients  upward  from  the 
soil  to  the  rest  of  the  plant. 

4.  They  store  food  for  the  plant  to  use. 

When  the  potting  mix  is  soaked  with  water,  the  roots 
begin  to  absorb  the  water  into  the  plant.  The  roots  will  only 


absorb  the  water  when  the  individual  cells  in  the  roots  con¬ 
tain  less  water  than  is  present  in  the  potting  mix.  The  water 
is  moving  by  diffusion  from  an  area  of  high  concentration 
(wet  potting  mix)  to  an  area  of  low  concentration  (individual 
cells  in  the  roots) . 

This  absorption  continues  through  the  “indoor  plumbing 
system”  and  the  water  is  carried  up  to  the  rest  of  the  plant. 

When  all  of  the  individual  cells  of  an  entire  plant  are  filled 
with  water,  a  downward  pressure  is  exerted  all  the  way  to  the 
smallest  cells  in  the  roots  that  first  absorbed  the  water.  This 
signal  stops  the  absorption  until  the  plant  uses  the  water 
already  in  the  system. 

When  a  potting  mixture  is  allowed  to  become  too  dry,  this 
whole  process  is  reversed.  The  water  concentration  becomes 
less  in  the  soil  than  in  the  roots  and  water  movement  is  then 
from  the  roots  out  into  the  potting  mixture.  If  this  condition 
goes  on  too  long,  the  plants  will  wilt  and  if  continued,  the 
roots  will  die. 


Water  Tips 

by  Barbara  Pershing 
Cedar  Falls,  lA 


when  you  repot,  be  sure  your  soil  is  moist.  Mix  a  gallon 
(or  whatever  quantity  you  will  use  in  a  few  days)  of  soil  with 
fertilizer  water  and  let  stand  until  the  water  is  absorbed  into 
the  potting  mix. 

With  moist  soil,  the  feeder  roots  stay  moist  and  healthy 
and  your  plant  won’t  be  “stressed  out”.  Those  feeder  roots 
can  become  dry  in  a  matter  of  minutes  when  you  are 
repotting. 

If  you  miss  a  plant  while  watering  your  collection  (or  the 
wick  doesn’t  get  down  into  the  water)  don’t  drown  the  plant. 
Water  sparingly  at  first  and  allow  the  process  of  absorption  to 
begin  again.  Just  enough  water  from  the  top  to  wet  the  wick 
will  start  the  process. 

The  pot  must  have  holes  in  the  bottom  so  that  the  pot¬ 
ting  mix  can  get  rid  of  extra  water.  This  dynamic  pressure 
between  the  plant  and  the  potting  soil  will  stabilize  and  the 
potting  mix  will  stay  just  wet  enough  so  the  absorption 


process  can  continue  without  interruption. 

Too  much  water,  too  little  water  -  either  can  cause  serious 
problems  for  your  plant.  With  wick  watering,  Texas  potting, 
or  mat  watering,  water  is  always  available  when  the  plant 
calls  for  it. 

Every  time  you  allow  your  soil  to  dry  out  completely, 
your  plant  loses  some  of  the  tiny  feeder  roots  and  the  plant  is 
under  stress. 

If  the  pot  size  is  too  large  for  the  size  of  the  plant,  soil  will 
store  excessive  moisture  and  the  dynamic  water  absorption 
process  is  out  of  balance.  This  can  cause  root  rot. 

If  the  plant  can’t  use  the  water  the  soil  will  hold,  air 
cannot  get  to  the  roots.  Water  is  just  one  of  the  components 
-  air  and  food  are  also  a  part  of  this  complex  process. 

From  the  “Bloomin’  Violet”, 
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There  are  a  few  things  you  can  do  to  keep  your  variegat¬ 
ed  foliage  in  good  condition.  As  you  know,  African  violets 
demand  consistent  conditions.  Consistency  is  our  biggest 
challenge.  Keeping  that  in  mind,  here  are  some  tips  for  grow¬ 
ing  variegated  plants. 

Variegated  plants  like  cool  conditions 

In  order  to  achieve  consistent  cool  conditions,  place  your 
variegated  plants  on  the  lowest  shelf  of  your  plant  stand. 
During  the  cooler  months  the  plants  will  demonstrate  strong 
variegated  traits.  Late  in  the  spring  and  throughout  the  sum¬ 
mer  months  you  will  want  to  pay  close  attention  to  the  rising 
temperature  in  your  plant  room.  Move  variegated  plants  to  the 
end  of  the  plant  stand  furthest  away  from  the  heat  of  the  bulbs 
(remember  bulbs  are  strongest  and  warmest  in  the  center). 
Also,  make  certain  that  there  is  good  air  circulation  in  the 
growing  area.  A  fan  can  help  regulate  the  temperature.  Please 
be  careful  if  you  air  condition  your  home.  African  violets, 
regardless  of  foliage  type,  are  not  fond  of  cold  blasts  of  air. 


Variegated  plants  need  less  nitrogen 

Review  your  fertilizer  program.  The  first  number  of  the 
three  fertilizer  elements  is  nitrogen.  If  you  are  using  large 
amounts  of  nitrogen  the  plant  will  begin  to  green-up.  A  lower 
first  number  fertilizer  can  be  found  that  offers  a  well-balanced 
solution  for  your  plants.  A  bloom  booster  is  not  recommend¬ 
ed  on  a  regular  basis  to  achieve  consistent  variegated  results. 
By  the  way,  be  sure  to  avoid  using  fish  emulsion  on  varie¬ 
gated  plants  unless  there  are  signs  of  severe  lack  of  chloro¬ 
phyll  in  the  plant  producing  primarily  solid  white  leaves. 

Avoid  leaves  touching  other  plants 

Some  variegated  plants  seem  to  be  more  sensitive  than 
others.  Often  variegated  leaves  produce  brown  spots  on  the 
ends.  In  order  to  take  precautions  against  potential  problems, 
avoid  having  leaves  of  the  plant  come  in  contact  with  other 
plants  on  the  stand.  While  this  advice  does  not  apply  to  your 
greening  problem,  it  is  sound  guidance  for  growing  healthy 
variegated  plants. 


REJUVENATING  YOUR  PLANTS 


African  violets  grow  to  a  point  where  they  need  radical 
attention  to  remain  an  attractive  plant.  When  you  have  had  a 
plant  for  some  time,  the  lower  leaves  have  probably  been 
removed  and  your  plant  will  have  taken  on  the  appearance  of 
a  palm  tree  rather  than  a  violet! 

Remove  the  plant  from  the  pot  and  crumble  away  some  of 
the  potting  mix  from  the  roots.  With  a  knife  or  scissors, 
remove  sufficient  amount  of  the  root  ball  so  that  the  plant  will 
sit  into  the  pot  with  the  crown  level  with  the  rim.  Remove  any 
discolored  or  damaged  leaves.  Scrape  the  trunk  of  the  plant 
gently  to  remove  any  stubs  or  the  scar  tissue  that  forms  where 
leaves  have  been  removed.  New  roots  will  form  from  this 
trunk  when  your  plant  is  repotted. 

Choose  a  clean  pot,  insert  a  wick,  if  desired,  and  place  a 
little  potting  mix  in  the  base.  Set  the  plant  into  the  pot  and 
gently  fill  in  around  the  stem  with  mix,  keeping  the  plant  in 
the  center  of  the  pot.  Ihp  gently  to  settle  the  mix  -  there  is  no 
need  to  firm  it  down.  Water  lightly  over  the  surface  of  the  mix 
and  place  the  plant  in  bright  light.  Water  sparingly  until  your 


plant  begins  to  put  on  new  growth  and  then  begin  fertilizing 
as  you  do  your  other  plants 

It  is  a  good  idea  to  remove  any 
flowers  when  you  rejuvenate  your 
plant.  The  plant  will  put  its  energy 
into  producing  new  foliage  and  it 
should  give  you  an  attractive  plant, 
with  blooms,  in  about  6  to  8  weeks. 


From 
“African  Violet 
News",  Official 
Journal  ojthe 
AV-  Gesneriad 
Society  of 
NSW,  Inc. 


July  •  August  2000 


African  Violet  Mazagine  1 3 


Hybridization  with  African  Violets 

by  Dr.  Jeff  Smith 


African  violets  {Saintpaulia)  are  fairly  easy  to  work  with 
for  hybridization  purposes.  Their  flower  parts  are  relatively 
large  and  easily  accessible.  The  anthers  do  not  normally  split 
and  shed  their  pollen,  therefore,  steps  to  prevent  self-pollina¬ 
tion  are  usually  not  necessary.  When  choosing  a  flower  to 
serve  as  the  pollen  parent,  select  a  flower  that  is  newly  opened 
and  has  prominent  yellow  anthers.  Cultivars  with  single  or 
semi-double  flowers  will  provide  the  best  anthers  and  pollen 
because  double  flowers  have  converted  their  stamens  to  petals 
and  are  frequently  male  sterile. 

The  anthers  must  be  split  open  with  a  razor  blade  or 
thumbnail  to  release  the  pollen.  The  pollen 
should  appear  as  a  yellow-white  dust  or 
powder.  If  the  anther  is  wet  and  mushy, 
there  will  not  be  any  useable  pollen.  Spill 
the  pollen  onto  a  small  piece  of  black  paper 
(for  easy  visibility)  or  the  entire  anther  can  be 
carried  to  the  selected  seed  parent  flower  for 
pollination. 

The  pistil  of  African  violet  flowers 
matures  several  days  after  the  flower  opens. 

When  receptive  for  pollination,  the  stigma  at 
the  tip  of  the  pistil  should  look  slightly  wet. 

The  two  lobes  of  the  stigma  may  also  spread 
slightly  apart.  If  the  flower  has  many  petals 
the  extra  petal  material  can  be  carefully 
removed  to  expose  the  style  and  stigma  for 
pollination. 

Pollination  is  accomplished  by  touch¬ 
ing  the  stigma  to  the  pollen.  If  the  stigma  is 
receptive,  the  pollen  should  be  seen  to 
adhere  to  the  stigma.  If  the  pollen  does  not 
stick,  the  stigma  may  not  have  been 
mature  and  the  cross  will  usually  fail. 

After  pollination  is  complete,  the  flower 
should  be  labeled  with  a  small  tag  indicating  the  name  of 
the  pollen  parent  and  the  date  of  the  cross.  This  informa¬ 
tion  will  be  used  to  record  the  parents  of  the  cross  and  to 
determine  how  long  the  seed  pod  has  been  on  the  plant. 

Pollen  can  be  stored  for  later  use  by  placing  stamens  or 
anthers  in  an  airtight  container  holding  a  small  amount  of  sil¬ 
ica  gel  desiccant.  The  jars  can  be  stored  in  a  refrigerator  and 
the  pollen  will  remain  viable  for  up  to  two  years  or  longer.  If 
pollination  was  successful,  the  ovary  of  the  pistil  will  enlarge 
within  two  weeks.  Several  different  crosses  can  be  made  on 
a  plant  at  the  same  time  as  long  as  labeling  is  done  to  identi¬ 
fy  the  pollen  parent  in  each  case.  In  fact,  the  plant  is  more 
likely  to  carry  the  seedpods  to  maturity  if  several  flowers  on 
the  same  peduncle  are  pollinated.  Once  the  seedpods  are  set, 


the  plant  does  not  require  any  special  watering  or  fertilization, 
but  it  may  be  a  good  idea  to  grow  the  plant  a  little  on  the  “dry 
side”  to  help  prevent  the  growth  of  mildew  on  the  seed  pods. 

The  seedpods  or  fruits  of  African  violets  are  highly 
variable  in  size  and  shape.  Some  will  be  short  and  round, 
others  will  be  long  and  skinny.  The  fruit  shape  is  genetically 
controlled  and  represents  the  species  ancestry  of  the  cultivar. 
The  seedpods  will  reach  full  size  within  3-4  weeks  and  will  not 
change  appearance  during  the  next  several  months. 

The  seedpods  will  take  4-6 
months  or  longer  to  mature 
depending  on  the  size  of  the 
seedpod.  The  seedpod  stalk  will 
dry  up  and  shrivel  at  maturity. 
There  is  no  color  change  such  as 
turning  red  as  is  seen  in  other 
fruits.  Seedpods  that  dry  before  4 
months  do  not  usually  contain  fertile  seed. 
The  information  on  the  label  will  help  deter¬ 
mine  if  enough  time  has  passed. 
The  seedpod  can  be  left  on  the 
plant  until  fully  dry,  or  it  can  be 
removed  and  placed  in  a  warm 
dry  place.  It  is  usually  a  good 
idea  to  completely  dry  the  seed¬ 
pod  for  2-4  weeks  before 
attempting  to  sow  the  seed. 

The  other  wall  of  the 
seedpod  is  very  hard  when  dry 
and  may  need  to  be  cut  with  a 
knife  or  razor  blade.  Place  a 
small  sheet  of  paper  under  the 
seedpod  to  collect  the  seed. 
Unless  the  seed  is  sown  immedi¬ 
ately,  it  should  be  stored  in  a  small 
envelope  or  other  container.  If  the  seed 
is  to  be  kept  for  a  long  period  of  time,  leave 
it  in  the  seedpod.  Store  the  dry  seedpods  in  a  small  airtight 
labeled  container  in  a  refrigerator  where  it  will  remain  viable 
for  several  years. 

The  seedpods  will  contain  up  to  several  hundred  very  tiny 
seeds.  Viable  seed  will  be  black  and  shiny.  Non-viable  seed 
looks  brown  or  gray  and  dull.  It  is  common  to  have  both  types 
in  the  same  seedpod  and  it  is  not  necessary  to  separate  out  the 
viable  seed  from  the  non-viable  before  sowing. 

African  violet  seed  is  easy  to  germinate  in  a  closed 
container.  This  keeps  the  moisture  high  and  prevents  the 
seedlings  from  drying  out.  Any  type  of  closed  container  will 
work,  but  one  with  a  shallow  soil  depth  is  best  as  the 
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seedlings  do  not  have  deep  roots. 

The  germination  medium  can  be  a  commercial  soil  that 
has  been  lightened  by  the  addition  of  fine  vermiculite  or  it  can 
be  the  grower’s  regular  soil  mixture.  Seeds  can  also  be 
successfully  germinated  in  straight  vermiculite.  Whatever 
germination  medium  is  used,  it  should  have  a  fine  grainy 
texture  and  be  free  of  large  lumps  and  clods.  The  germination 
medium  should  be  moistened  with  warm  water  before  sowing 
the  seeds.  The  germination  medium  can  be  spread  over  a  layer 
of  perlite  if  water-logging  is  a  concern.  Some  growers  add  a 
few  pieces  of  horticultural  charcoal  to  the  perlite  to  keep  the 
water  “sweet”. 

Sow  the  seeds  as  you  would  any  species  with  small  seeds. 
Fold  a  piece  of  paper  to  make  a  sharp  crease  in  the  middle. 
Open  the  seed  pod  and  spill  the  seed  onto  the  paper.  Sow  the 
seeds  over  the  surface  of  the  germination  medium  by  tapping 
the  paper.  Scatter  the  seeds  as  evenly  as  possible  over  the 
medium.  If  you  are  concerned  about  the  seeds  being  sown 
unevenly,  mix  the  seeds  with  very  fine  sand,  then  sow  the 
sand/seed  mixture.  Do  not  over  sow.  It  is  better  to  have  the 
seeds  too  thin  than  too  thick  because  separating  the  seedlings 
will  be  a  problem.  Do  not  cover  the  seeds;  they  must  remain 
on  the  surface  and  be  exposed  to  light  in  order  to  germinate. 

The  container  should  be  covered  with  a  translucent 
material  and  placed  in  a  warm  area  where  it  will  receive  bright 
light.  Direct  sunlight,  however,  can  kill  the  germinating  seeds. 
Placing  the  container  close  to  a  fluorescent  light  is  ideal.  The 
seed  will  germinate  at  normal  African  violet  growing  temper¬ 
atures  (65°  -  75°F).  The  use  of  gentle  bottom  heating  will 
enhance  germination  under  cooler  conditions.  Most  seed  will 
germinate  within  2-4  weeks,  but  not  all  the  seed  will 
germinate  at  once.  In  some  cases,  germination  will  continue 
three  to  six  weeks  after  sowing. 

Seedlings  can  be  removed  for  individual  potting  as  soon 
as  they  are  large  enough  to  be  handled.  A  notched  flat  stick 
such  as  one  used  in  crafts,  or  pickle-fork  can  then  be  used  to 
lift  the  seeding.  Larger  seedlings  can  be  moved  with  fingers, 


but  hold  the  seedling  by  a  leaf  rather  than  the  stem.  If  the 
plant  tissue  is  accidentally  crushed,  a  leaf  can  more  easily  be 
replaced  by  the  plant  than  can  the  stem. 

Place  the  seedling  into  a  small  pot.  Add  enough  new  soil 
to  cover  the  roots  and  gently  water  the  plant  into  place  with 
warm  water.  A  sprayer  set  for  a  fine  mist  is  excellent  for 
settling  new  seedlings  in  the  soil.  The  pot  should  be  placed  in 
a  tray  and  covered  with  a  humidity  dome  and  the  seedling 
grown  in  the  enclosed  space  for  several  weeks.  Once  the  roots 
are  firmly  established  in  the  new  soil,  the  cover  can  be 
gradually  removed,  exposing  the  new  seedling  to  the  open  air. 
The  seedlings  can  be  grown  under  the  same  light  and  temper¬ 
ature  conditions  as  mature  African  violet  plants.  Use  diluted 
fertilizer  solutions  (1/8  strength  20-20-20)  until  the  seedlings 
are  large  and  growing  well,  then  a  regular  fertilizer  schedule 
can  be  used.  Variegated  seedlings  may  be  mostly  white  or 
yellow  after  germinating  and  will  benefit  from  a  fertilizer 
solution  that  is  veiy  high  in  nitrogen  to  green  them  up. 

The  time  necessary  from  making  a  cross  to  seeing  the 
offspring  in  bloom  is  approximately  a  year.  It  takes  4-6 
months  for  the  seedpod  to  mature,  2-4  weeks  for  the  seed  to 
dry,  2-4  weeks  for  the  seed  to  germinate  and  4-6  months  for 
the  seedlings  to  reach  blooming  size.  The  generation  time  for 
miniatures  can  be  less  than  a  year  while  that  for  standards  is 
often  longer.  After  a  potentially  valuable  seedling  is  identified, 
it  may  take  several  years  of  testing  before  a  new  cultivar  is 
ready  for  commercial  release. 

The  genetics  of  African  violets  are  more  completely 
known  than  that  of  other  gesneriads.  Hybridizers  can  plan 
their  cross  to  combine  specific  traits  together,  or  they  can 
breed  the  best  with  the  best  and  hope  for  the  best.  In  either 
case,  it  is  fairly  easy  to  produce  good  quality  plants  through 
pollination  and  seeds. 
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All  growth  in  an  African  violet  is  from  the  central  crown 
and  the  oldest  leaves  around  the  bottom  die  off  progressively 
as  the  plant  grows.  It  is  the  removal  of  these  which  produces 
a  stalk  or  neck.  It  means  that  you  need  to  repot  the  plant  and 
carry  out  a  little  rejuvenation. 

Remove  any  flowers  and  buds.  (I  know  this  is  heart¬ 
breaking,  but  the  strong  healthy  growth  that  follows  repotting 
will  soon  produce  more  flowers.)  Also  take  off  any  leaves  that 
are  marked,  old,  yellow  or  damaged;  in  fact,  any  that  are  not 
perfect.  You  may  reduce  the  plant  to  just  a  very  small  crown 
so  you  can  start  it  off  again  with  really  healthy  green  leaves. 

Thke  the  plant  out  of  its  pot  and  remove  most  of  the 
potting  mix. 

Depending  upon  how  many  leaves  are  left  on  the  plant  it 
will  be  put  into  a  pot  the  same  size  as  before,  or  perhaps 
smaller.  Repot  it  so  that  the  lowest  leaves  will  sit  just  above 
the  soil  line.  Try  the  plant  in  what  seems  an  appropriate  pot. 
You  will  probably  have  to  trim  away  a  fair  amount  of  the  root 
ball,  at  least  equal  to  the  length  of  the  neck  that  the  plant  now 
has.  If  the  neck  was  very  long,  you  may  need  to  trim  off  the 
whole  root  ball  and  simply  plant  the  top  as  a  cutting.  Do  not 
be  tempted  to  use  a  taller  pot  to  accommodate  the  whole  root 
ball.  Your  African  violet  needs  a  squat  pot,  either  70  mm,  80 
mm  or  100  mm. 

Scrape  off  the  brown  scales  which  have  formed  on  the 
stem  where  leaves  have  progressively  been  removed  over  the 
months. 

V/hen  potting  be  sure  to  use  a  high  quality  African  violet 
potting  mix  that  is  light  and  flufly  with  a  lot  of  air,  and  which 
remains  moist.  If  the  plant  had  only  a  short  neck  and  you  only 

i  i  i 

Haloing 

when  plants  develop  a  light  colored  band  around  the 
edges  of  the  leaves,  this  is  a  condition  often  referred  to  as 
“haloing.”  While  some  varieties  have  a  tendency  to  develop 
a  lighter  edge,  others  are  experiencing  a  culture  problem. 

Usually  you  will  find  haloing  appears  more  prominently 
on  the  mature  leaves.  It  takes  on  a  yellow,  cream  or  light 
green  appearance.  The  problem  is  most  often  due  to  a  nitro¬ 
gen  deficiency  which  causes  the  outer  leaves  to  yellow  at  the 
tips,  followed  by  yellowing  that  moves  evenly  up  the  leaf.  If 
the  soil  pH  drops  below  6.5  or  goes  above  7.0,  a  nitrogen- 
lock  may  occur.  The  plant  is  unable  to  utilize  the  nutrition 
being  provided.  If  you  see  this  pattern  appearing  on  any  of 
your  other  plants,  have  the  soil  pH  tested.  Ultimately  a  nitro¬ 
gen-lock  will  produce  yellow  leaves  and  tight  centers.  Both 
soil  and  water  pH  play  an  important  role  in  growing  healthy 


had  to  trim  off  a  small  amount  of  root,  you  could  just  use  this 
potting  mix  when  you  repot.  If  the  surgery  has  been  more 
major,  removing  most  or  all  of  the  roots,  you  would  be  better 
advised  to  use  a  smaller  pot,  and  a  potting  mix  which  is  bro¬ 
ken  down  with  30-50%  of  perlite  and  vermiculite.  This  will 
promote  roots. 

When  potting,  first  make  sure  your  wick  is  in  place  (a 
nylon  or  acrylic  cord,  remember)  then  add  a  small  pad  of  mix 
in  the  bottom  of  the  pot.  Put  the  plant  in  the  pot  with  the  roots 
spread  out,  then  add  potting  mix  until  the  level  is  just  below 
the  top  of  the  pot  and  just  at  the  level  of  the  lowest  leaves.  Do 
not  squash  down,  but  tap  the  pot  a  number  of  times  to  settle 
it  into  place 

If  you  have  removed  the  whole  root  system,  fill  a  pot  with 
potting  mix  broken  down  with  perlite  and  vermiculite.  Make  a 
well  in  the  centre  of  the  mix  into  which  you  will  put  the  plant. 
Trim  the  stem  of  the  plant  until  it  is  only  2-3  cm  long.  Scrape 
it  clean  of  brown  scales.  Put  a  small  amount  of  vermiculite  in 
the  well  in  your  pot.  Place  the  plant  in  and  fill  carefully  around 
it  with  vermiculite.  You  will  find  that  this  is  the  ideal  medium 
for  the  stem  to  first  grow  roots. 

Water  the  plant  or  plants  carefully  from  the  top,  or  prefer¬ 
ably  by  standing  in  a  tray  of  water  until  it  has  seeped  through 
to  the  top  of  the  mix.  Place  the  plants  on  their  water  reservoirs 
in  a  warm  bright  position,  but  give  no  fertilizer  for  the  first  four 
weeks,  by  which  time  fresh  roots  should  be  growing.  Pot  up 
into  larger  pots  as  required  by  the  growth  of  the  plant. 


From  “The  African  Violet",  Journal  of  the 
AV  Association  of  Australia,  Inc. 


by  Cheryl  Salatino 
Sudbury,  MA 


African  violets.  When  other  culture  problems  have  been  ruled 
out,  investigate  pH. 

Haloing  can  also  occur  when  a  plant  has  been  on  a  show 
schedule  of  low  nitrogen  fertilizers.  If  this  is  the  case,  try 
applying  a  balanced  fertilizer  (20-20-20)  for  at  least  one 
month  and  monitor  the  plant’s  progress.  If  you  do  not  see  a 
change,  you  may  be  experiencing  a  soil  or  water  pH  problem. 

Another  condition  that  produces  a  haloing-like  effect  is 
transplant  shock.  The  result  can  be  a  blotchy  yellow-brown 
edge  on  the  outer  rows  of  the  leaves.  To  avoid  this  unsightly 
condition,  pot  down  necks  before  they  get  too  long.  A  regu¬ 
lar  potting  schedule  (twice  annually)  can  be  a  preventative 
for  many  plant  ailments. 
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Propagation  Success 

by  Ina  Beaver  •  Canada 


Do  you  ever  lose  a  leaf  when  trying  to  make  African 
violet  or  other  gesneriad  babies?  Why  not  try  it  my  way? 

Remove  a  healthy  leaf  from  the  plant,  snap  it  or  slice  it 
about  on  a  45°  angle  about  1/2  inch  long  and  place  it  slant¬ 
ed  toward  one  side  of  a  pot  of  very  light  moistened  soilless 
mix;  about  2  parts  Pro  Mix  or  peat  moss,  1  part  each  of 
course  perlite  and  vermiculite.  Support  this  leaf  with  some¬ 
thing  (I  make  great  use  of  slats  from  mini  blinds)  cover  with 
an  upside  down  baggie  held  in  place  with  an  elastic  band.  For 
many  leaves  I  place  them  in  trays  with  clear  domes. 

Depending  on  the  time  of  year,  roots  will  form  in  about 
three  weeks  or  so.  Tug  gently  on  the  leaf  and  if  it  resists,  roots 
have  formed.  If  so,  cut  a  hole  in  the  baggie.  After  a  few  weeks 
remove  the  baggie. 

Begin  fertilizing  now  with  20-20-20,  1/8  tsp.  per  gallon 
of  water  for  miniatures  and  semi  miniatures,  1/4  tsp.  per 
gallon  for  standards.  Always  use  lukewarm  water.  Always 
keep  the  soil  moist  but  not  soggy  wet.  Plantlets  will  appear  in 
about  two  months  for  me,  depending  on  the  variety  and  time 
of  year,  longer  in  late  autumn  and  early  winter.  Sometimes  a 
leaf  will  grow  instead  of  making  babies.  1  always  remove  the 
top  half  of  the  leaf  anyway;  often  this  will  jolt  the  leaf  to 
produce  if  it  hasn’t  already  done  so.  Unless  the  leaf  is  a 
special  one,  I  try  to  keep  no  more  than  four  babies  from 
growing,  this  makes  for  sturdier  plantlets. 

Do  not  be  in  a  hurry  to  remove  the  babies,  let  them  grow 
until  you  see  a  definite  shape  to  each  plantlet.  You  can 
remove  some  that  are  larger,  repotting  the  mother  leaf  and 
smaller  babies  in  some  fresh  soil  in  a  clean  pot  -  don’t  forget 
the  name  of  the  clump!  Experience  is  your  best  teacher  but  as 
a  newcomer  don’t  be  afraid  to  separate  them  from  the  clump 


with  a  sharp  pencil,  nutpick  or  long  fingernails.  Try  to  remove 
one  plantlet  and  its  roots  but  even  if  you  break  off  the  roots 
they  will  make  new  ones  if  covered  for  a  while.  Just  make 
sure  you  have  only  one  plant  centered  in  a  small  pot  of  fresh, 
light  moist  soil. 

To  grow  new  Streptocarpus,  the  bottom  of  the  leaf  that  is 
set  down  the  same  as  an  African  violet  leaf  usually  makes 
only  one  baby.  The  top  of  the  leaf  with  sides  cut  away  from 
a  stem  works  well,  but  if  you  want  to  make  several  plants, 
remove  the  mid  rib  of  the  leaf,  cut  into  sections  and  plant  in 
moist  soil  making  sure  each  vein  is  barely  covered.  Place  the 
cutting  in  a  baggie.  Each  vein  will  make  a  plant  (last  year  1 
did  this  and  ended  up  with  49  plantlets!  And  no,  I  do  not 
have  a  greenhouse  nor  sell  plants.) 

Sinningia  leaves  may  be  started  the  same  as  violet 
leaves.  A  tuber  will  form  but  may  take  a  long  time  to  produce 
a  plant.  Sometimes  a  tuber  will  develop  new  ones  under¬ 
ground  which  may  be  snapped  off,  or  a  tuber  buried  deeply 
will  form  one  or  more  tubers  on  itself  It  is  far  quicker  to 
remove  a  crown  and  grow  it  on.  Leave  a  bit  of  stem  on  the 
old  tuber  or  it  may  not  grow  another  crown. 

Fibrous  rooted  plants  such  as  Columnea  will  reproduce 
quickly  if  two  or  three  segments  of  stem  are  wrapped  in  moist 
sphagnum  moss  or  make  a  hole  in  the  soil,  fill  with  vermic¬ 
ulite  and  insert  the  stem.  Cover  with  a  baggie  until  roots  have 
formed.  Young  plants  should  always  have  their  growing  tips 
pinched  at  least  twice.  Always  begin  with  several  stems  in  a 
small  pot. 

From  “Chatter”,  Journal  oj  the  AVS  of  Canada 


CHICAGO 

MORE  THAN  A  COW  TOWN 

Although  the  history  of  Chicago  is  closely  associated  with  bovines  -  Mrs,  O’Leary’s  cow  and  the  fateful  fire  of  1871 , 
the  highly  lucrative  stock  yards,  and  more  recently  the  I-can’t-believe-what-I-saw  “Cows  on  Parade”  -  there  is 
much,  much  more  to  this  great  metropolis.  In  fact  there  is  so  much  more  that  we,  your  hosts  for  the  2001  national 
convention,  have  had  a  difficult  time  paring  down  the  number  of  intriguing  tours  which  we  will  be  offering.  But  you  are 
coming  for  more  than  just  sightseeing  and  hospitality;  you  want  to  renew  friendships  and  make  new  ones  among  those 
who  share  your  love  of  our  favorite  plant.  We  promise  to  fulfill  that  wish  as  well  as  offering  a  smashing  array  of  magnificent 
plants.  So  mark  your  calendars  for  May  27  -  June  3  for  a  once-in-a-lifetime  experience,  and  continue  to  consult  our  web 
site  avsa2001.org  for  updates. 
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Some  Suggestions  for  Keeping 
Miniatures  “Miniature” 

by  Ralph  Robinson 
Naples,  NY 


A  topic  of  some  conversation  among  growers  of  minia¬ 
ture  and  semiminiature  violets  is  how  to  prevent  some  of 
these  varieties  from  exceeding  their  proper  size.  In  the  case  of 
varieties  described  as  miniature,  the  proper  size  is  defined  as 
no  more  than  6"  in  diameter,  and  for  semiminis,  no  more  than 
8".  For  brevity,  I  will  refer  to  both  types  as  “miniature”  from 
here  on.  For  those  having  no  interest  in  exhibiting,  this  is  not 
a  serious  concern.  Also,  most  modern  hybrids  now  available 
grow  easily  within  size  limitations.  Most  good  hybridizers,  I 
think,  usually  err  on  the  side  of  caution,  describing  their  vari¬ 
eties  as  larger  than  they  often  actually  grow. 

After  having  talked  to  a  number  of  other  growers  and 
exhibitors,  I  have  discarded  theories  about  soils,  watering, 
fertilizers  and  the  like.  There  just  seem  to  be  too  many  excep¬ 
tions  for  any  of  these  to  work  as  general  explanations.  Over 
20  some  years.  I’ve  grown  in  a  number  of  different  environ¬ 
ments,  using  just  about  every  different  soil,  fertilizer,  light, 
and  watering  method  imaginable.  I’ve  also  had  a  chance  to 
visit  other  growers  and  observe  plants  grown  in  other  envi¬ 
ronments. 

I  would  like  to  propose  the  following  theory,  though  I’ll 
admit  that  this  is  mostly  opinion  based  upon  obser\^ation  and 
not  hard  science.  I  believe  that  proper  size  requires  that  the 
plants  be  given  three  things  most  often  lacking  in  the  care  of 
violets,  not  just  miniatures.  Miniatures,  however,  seem  to  be 
more  adversely  affected  than  standard  varieties.  These  three 
things  are  most  lacking  because  they  demand  time  and 
space;  two  of  the  grower’s  most  scarce  resources. 

If  the  size  of  miniatures  is  a  concern  for  you,  take  the  fol¬ 
lowing  short  test.  Answer  each  question  honestly.  If  you 
"fail”  all  three  tests,  you  probably  have  difficulty  growing 
certain  miniatures  to  their  proper  size.  If  you  fail  on  any  one 
test,  there  are  improvements  that  you  can  make  in  growing 
your  miniatures. 

Test  #1:  Can  you  turn  each  plant  on  your  shelf  around 
without  any  of  its  leaves  touching  those  of  another  plant?  If 
not,  conditions  are  crowded  for  the  purpose  of  growing  small 
minis.  I’ll  bet  that  most  growers  fail  this  one  -  we  all  want  to 
grow  more  plants  than  we  have  space  for. 

Test  #2:  Do  any  of  the  plants  have  leaves  (or  entire  rows 
of  leaves)  that,  if  the  plant  were  exhibited  today,  should  be 
removed?  If  so,  the  miniatures  are  not  being  properly  pruned. 
Good  pruning  of  minis  means  no  unnecessary  foliage  at  any 
time. 

Test  #3:  What  percentage  of  the  plants  have  not  been 
repotted  during  the  last  six  months?  Anything  close  to  25% 


of  the  collection  means  the  repotting  has  been  much  too 
infrequent  to  keep  miniatures  growing  small.  Most  miniature 
varieties  need  repotting  every  4-5  months,  once  mature. 

I  suspect  that  very  few  passed  all  three  tests,  and  that  is 
precisely  the  point  being  made.  Some  varieties  can  be  difficult 
to  grow  as  truly  small  plants  because  what  they  require  for 
proper  growth  is  difficult  for  most  of  us  to  provide. 

Provide  adequate  growing  space 

Think  about  what  happens  when  the  plants  are  crowded 
together.  The  petioles  get  long  and  weak!  Violets  are  smarter 
than  we  give  them  credit  for.  With  a  limited  amount  of  light 
and  space,  the  plant  that  survives  best  is  the  plant  that  can 
reach  above  competing  foliage  and  be  closest  to  the  light.  The 
idea  of  a  miniature  as  a  “muscular  brute”  works  well  on  a 
mountainside,  but  it  is  not  appropriate  for  the  local  club 
show.  Plants  with  adequate  space  do  not  need  foliage  that 
stretches  to  receive  better  light  (and  air)  than  its  neighbors. 
Petioles  will  be  shorter  and,  to  a  lesser  extent,  leaf  blades  will 
be  smaller.  It  took  me  more  than  a  few  years  to  discipline 
myself,  but  I  have  learned  that  it  is  best  not  to  grow  more 
plants  than  I  can  grow  well.  Just  because  more  minis  can  be 
fit  onto  a  shelf  does  not  mean  that  they  tolerate  overcrowd¬ 
ing  any  better  than  larger  varieties.  In  fact,  the  rule  here  is, 
more  growing  space  means  smaller-growing  minis. 

Regular  pruning 

Pruning  is  another  time-consuming  task  that  most  do  not 
do  not  do  as  regularly  as  they  should.  Keep  in  mind  that  even 
though  the  plant  is  smaller,  a  miniature  can  grow  as  fast  or 
faster  than  a  standard  variety.  Over  a  given  period  of  time, 
many  miniature  varieties  produce  more  leaves  than  do  typi¬ 
cal  standard-size  varieties  (no  science  here,  just  an  observa¬ 
tion).  Unlike  a  standard,  however,  foliage  diameter  is  restrict¬ 
ed.  The  consequence  is  that  miniatures  require  more  pruning 
of  older,  excess,  foliage. 

The  key  to  proper  pruning  of  minis  is  control.  Is  the 
grower  of  the  plant  in  control,  or  is  the  plant?  The  plant  must 
be  encouraged  to  grow  small.  The  plant  is  in  control  of  its  size 
if  it  continues  to  produce  foliage  without  any  consequence  - 
i.e.  removing  an  equal  amount  of  foliage.  Good  pruning 
means  more  than  just  removing  the  odd  yellowed  leaf  If 
there  is  any  excess  foliage  that  would  not  be  left  on  the  plant 
if  it  were  being  exhibited,  it  should  be  removed.  My  rule  of 
thumb  is:  the  less  the  better  and,  when  in  doubt,  take  it  ojf. 
Remember  that  our  objective  is  to  keep  minis  small  and,  all 
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else  equal,  less  foliage  means  smaller  plants.  Not  only  is  the 
quantity  of  foliage  being  regulated  but,  to  a  less  extent,  so  is 
the  growth  habit  of  the  foliage. 

Regular  repotting 

Regular  repotting  is  part  of  what  I  consider  controlling  the 
plant’s  size.  Some  growers  seem  resigned  to  growing  some 
larger  semimini  varieties  in  3"  squatty  pots.  For  the  plant  not 
to  look  terribly  overpotted,  it  needs  to  be  grown  large!  This  is 
an  example  of  the  plant  controlling  its  size,  not  the  grower. 
Like  all  living  things,  violets  are  wonderfully  adaptive.  Give 
them  a  chance  to  grow  large,  and  some  will.  Refuse  them  a 
chance  to  grow  this  way,  and  they  learn  to  grow  better. 

This  is  my  procedure  for  that  semimini  variety  that 
wants  to  grow  beyond  8"  in  diameter.  First,  strip  off  all  but 
the  four  center  leaves  -  it  very  quickly  learns  who’s  the  boss! 
Next,  remove  about  two-thirds  of  the  root  ball  and  repot  it 
into  a  2  1/4"  (or  2  1/2"  if  needed)  pot.  If  it  begins  growing  as 
it  did  before,  repeat  the  process.  Continue  until  the  plant 
grows  to  an  acceptable  size.  Usually,  sooner  or  later,  it  will. 
The  bigger  the  plant  tends  to  grow,  the  more  severe  the  prun¬ 
ing,  and  the  more  frequent  the  repotting.  This  is  not  growing 
a  violet  as  a  “bonsai,”  as  would  be  the  case  if  we  kept  the 


plant  severely  root  bound  in  a  1"  thumb-pot  -  i.e.  we  are  not 
“microminiaturizing”  the  plant.  We  are  just  conditioning  the 
plant  to  grow  in  a  smaller  space. 

By  constant  pruning  and  regular  repotting,  the  plant  is 
not  only  reduced  in  size  by  “stripping  it  down”  to  a  bare  min¬ 
imum  of  foliage.  I’ve  found  that,  eventually,  the  leaf  size  itself 
becomes  smaller,  sometimes  substantially  so.  In  other  words, 
if  you  were  to  compare  a  leaf  on  say,  the  third  row,  of  a  prop¬ 
erly  grown  mini  versus  a  leaf  on  the  same  row  of  one  not 
grown  properly,  the  former  leaf  would  be  smaller.  Not  only 
would  the  length  of  the  petiole  (from  neck  to  base  of  leaf 
blade)  be  shorter,  but  the  size  of  the  leaf  blade  itself  would  be 
smaller. 

Remember,  smaller  is  better.  A  plant  will  grow  uncon¬ 
trolled  only  if  allowed  to  do  so.  An  attractive,  small,  well- 
grown  miniature  often  looks  that  way  not  because  it  wants 
to,  but  because  the  grower  has  “trained”  it  to.  Growing  beau¬ 
tiful  violets  is  not  a  passive  activity  where  the  plants  are 
allowed  to  grow  well,  but  made  to  grow  well.  The  grower 
needs  to  be  in  control  of  the  plant’s  growing  habits. 

From  VioletsFun  Photo  Journal 


Show  Off  Your  ViolOtSi 

by  Dorothy  Kosowsky  •  Whittier,  CA 


I  know  that  many  members  do  not  grow  for  show  but 
they  still  want  African  violets  that  they  can  show  off  to  their 
friends.  You  must  be  an  observer  of  your  conditions  and  suit 
each  phase  of  growing  to  fit  your  location. 

To  shatter  a  few  fallacies: 

1.  Remember,  not  all  advice  will  work  in  your  ecosystem 
since  each  of  us  has  a  slightly  different  climactic  condition 
in  our  home. 

2.  No  one  has  a  BROWN  thumb. 

3.  Violets  can  be  misted  and  variegated  foliage  can  be  foliar 
fed. 

First  and  foremost,  do  check  your  violets  every  day!  just 
breathing  on  them  offers  food  by  way  of  the  gas  you  exhale. 
Plants  use  carbon  dioxide  and  give  off  oxygen.  Be  consistent 
in  your  care.  Water  and  fertilize  on  a  schedule  that  suits  your 
conditions  -  check  to  see  if  the  soil  is  dry,  damp,  or  wet,  and 
then  adjust  your  program  to  keep  the  plants  damp  but  not 
wet.  At  first  you  may  want  to  keep  a  diary  of  when  your 


plants  were  watered  until  you  find  the  best  interval  between 
waterings.  For  those  of  you  who  use  reservoirs,  the  time 
between  waterings  is  just  as  important  as  those  who  use  the 
Texas  system. 

USE  RINGS  whether  you  grow  in  natural  light  or  on  a 
stand.  This  helps  to  keep  the  plant  symmetrical  and  whatever 
your  goal,  a  beautifully  grown  plant  needs  to  be  evenly  spaced 
and  centered  in  the  pot.  Don’t  forget  to  have  the  plant  support 
do  just  that  -  support  the  leaves,  which  entails  increasing  the 
ring  size  as  the  plant  grows.  As  an  added  bonus,  the  ring  gives 
you  a  means  of  turning  your  plant  a  couple  of  times  a  week. 

Beautiful  plants  have  no  SECRET  SAUCE,  they  just 
receive  a  lot  of  T.L.C.  Remove  the  leaves  that  are  smaller  on 
the  bottom  row,  whether  they  are  baby  leaves  or  just  more 
immature  than  the  leaves  in  the  row  above,  but  DO  REMOVE 
them.  This  is  SO  IMPORTANT  and  THE  worst  fault  in  the  cul¬ 
ture  of  the  plant  that  judges  see  at  shows. 

From  the  California  Council  News 
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by  Monte  Watler 
Etobicoke,  ON,  Canada 


Temperature 

Generally  speaking,  the  ideal  temperature  for  growing 
indoor  plants  is  65°F  to  80°F.  Since  most  indoor  plants  are 
indigenous  to  the  tropics  it  is  natural  that  we  try  to  provide 
them  with  an  environment  as  close  to  their  natural  habitat  as 
is  practical.  But  this  is  not  always  possible  with  the  gesneriad 
family.  They  have  been  acquired  from  varied  climatic  areas  of 
the  globe  and  require  various  conditions  for  growing.  So, 
instead  of  adjusting  our  conditions  to  suit  an  assorted  collec¬ 
tion  of  plants  we  must  select  plants  that  are  happy  with  our 
existing  conditions.  While  many  are  adaptable  and  will  adjust 
to  unaccustomed  conditions  it  is  improbable  that  one  would  be 
successful  in  growing  an  alpine  gesneriad  such  as  Ramonda 
in  close  proximity  with  an  Episcia  which  is  a  tropical,  heat- 
loving  species. 

It  is  recommended,  as  beginners,  that  you  learn  as  much 
as  possible  about  your  plants  and  try  to  afford  them  the 
necessary  requirements.  While  most  indoor  plants  will 
tolerate,  and  some  actually  benefit  from  a  slight  change  in 
temperature,  it  is  advisable  to  maintain  an  even  temperature. 
A  sudden  change,  either  hot  or  cold,  can  be  detrimental  to 
your  plants.  If,  for  comfort  or  economical  reasons  you  find  it 
necessary  to  reduce  your  thermostat  at  night  this  may  result 
in  an  unacceptable  low  temperature  in  the  plant  room.  You 
can  counteract  this  by  running  your  plant  lights  at  night  and 
enclosing  your  plant  stands  in  a  clear  plastic  wrap.  This  will 
keep  the  temperature  at  a  level  which  may  not  adversely 
effect  your  plants. 

Humidity 

Humidity  is  a  must  for  most  indoor  plants  and  quite  often 
one  of  the  more  difficult  conditions  to  provide.  In  winter  our 
central  heating  systems  produce  dry  air  and  in  summer, 
although  of  lesser  consequence,  our  air  conditioning  extracts 
moisture  from  the  air.  Normally  we  can  add  humidity  by 
adding  a  thermostatically  controlled  humidifier  to  the  furnace 
but  this  is  usually  set  at  40%  for  house  comfort  while  plants 
require  the  minimum  of  60%. 

However,  there  are  many  ways  of  increasing  the  humid¬ 
ity  in  the  plant  room  without  affecting  the  other  areas  of  the 
house. 
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•  Set  plants  on  trays  or  individual  saucers  of  pebbles  with 
water  below  the  top  level  of  the  pebbles.  Water  will  evap¬ 
orate  and  rise  providing  extra  humidity. 

•  Place  a  humidifier  in  the  room.  An  inexpensive  vaporizer 
from  the  pharmacy  can  be  quite  effective. 

•  Jars  of  water  placed  among  the  plants  on  the  plant  shelf 
will  also  increase  the  humidity. 

•  If  you  have  deep  plant  trays,  cover  them  with  egg  grating 
as  a  base  on  which  to  place  your  plants.  Fill  the  tray  with 
water  which  will  evaporate  and  increase  the  humidity. 

•  Cover  your  plants  with  a  clear  plastic  sheet.  This  will 
increase  the  temperature  as  well  as  contain  the  moisture 
which  is  emitted  by  the  plants. 

Misting  is  another  means  of  increasing  humidity,  but  one 
which  I  do  not  find  very  effective.  Perhaps,  if  automatic 
misting  could  be  arranged  where  misting  took  place  at  regular 
intervals  it  would  be  effective,  but  when  it  is  done  on  an 
occasional  basis  the  benefit  is  hardly  worth  the  effort.  Should 
you  decide  to  mist  your  plants  make  sure  that  the  water  is  as 
hot  as  possible.  Cold  water  will  damage  the  leaves  and  if  your 
water  is  lukewarm  to  start  with  it  will  be  cold  by  the  time  it 
passes  through  the  air  and  reaches  the  plant. 

Most  gesneriads  dislike  dry  air  and  will  not  hesitate  in 
showing  their  displeasure;  leaves  will  turn  yellow  and  fall,  leaf 
tips  will  diy  out  and  become  parched,  the  development  of 
growth  and  blossoms  will  be  affected  and  bud  blasting  will 
occur. 

Air  circulation 

Plants  should  never  be  exposed  to  drafts  or  direct  cold  air 
blowing  on  them.  If  placed  in  an  area  where  there  is  static  air, 
it  is  necessary  to  have  some  air  circulating.  This  can  be 
provided  by  installing  a  small  fan  near  the  light  garden,  but 
not  where  the  air  will  blow  directly  on  the  plants.  Lack  of 
ventilation  and  poor  air  movement  may  result  in  mildew  as 
well  as  crown  rot  on  some  plants.  Saintpaulia,  Sinningia,  and 
Episcia  are  some  of  the  species  that  are  susceptible  to  crown 
rot.  Good  ventilation  will  also  help  to  provide  a  more  even 
temperature  in  the  plant  room. 

From  “Chatter”,  Journal  of  the  AVS  of  Canada 
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Greetings  from  Georgene  Albrecht  in  beautiful 
Pennsylvania.  Yes,  Dale  has  asked  me  to  update  you  on  my 
activities  during  the  last  few  years.  It  is  such  a  pleasure  to  do 
this  one  column  for  her.  I  always  enjoy  her  column  and  envy 
her  ability  to  do  so  many  things  so  well.  And,  as  usual,  our 
editor,  Ruth,  just  keeps  getting  better  and  better.  What  a 
magazine! 

Marcia  Belisle  sent  me  some  wonderful  gesneriads  and  one 
of  them  is  my  feature  plant,  Petrocosmea  kingii.  Wait  till  you 
see  the  flowers.  This  sweet  little  plant  is  very  much  like  an 
African  violet,  except  that  it  only  has  one  large  flower  per 
peduncle,  producing  just  two  at  a  time  for  me.  It  is  grown  in  a 
glass  container  and  the  foliage  is  absolutely  an  emerald 
green  velvet.  The  flowers  are  very  large  for  a  small  plant 
and  the  coloration  is  breathtaking.  The  top  two  petals  are 
recurved  and  are  yellow,  the  three  lower  petals  are  a  medi¬ 
um  lavender  color  with  a  white  stripe  down  the  center  of 
each.  The  top  of  each  lower  petal  is  lined  with  a  wide, 
white  band.  This  is  a  must-have.  The  flowers  have 
such  great  substance  that  they  can  last  for  five  or 
six  weeks.  I  grow  it  as  a  single  crown,  but  I  have 
seen  pictures  of  these  plants  with  many  crowns. 

The  Pittsburgh  Violet  and  Gesneriad  Society  is 
doing  very  well.  We  have  become  a  chapter  of  AGGS  as 
well  as  AVSA,  so,  we  have  two  co-Presidents,  myself  and  Bob 
Lubinski.  It  makes  the  job  easier  and  we  take  turns  discussing 
plants  and  business.  We  will  have  a  sale  and  exhibit  in 
September,  2000. 

I  am  slowly  becoming  computer  friendly  although  it  will 
never  be  a  substitute  for  real  live  plants  with  real  live  people. 
My  email  address  is  <georgena@bellatlantic.net>.  There  may 
not  be  time  to  answer  the  mail,  but  I  love  to  receive  word  from 
friends  and  I  love  to  read  Gesnerifiles  and  the  wonderful  AV 
Connection. 

Here  are  a  few  hints  that  I  would  like  to  share.  The  old  pest 
strips  have  returned  and  are  fantastic.  Mine  are  placed  on  the 
plant  stands  which  are  covered  with  clear,  plastic  painter’s  drop 
cloths.  Air  circulation  is  a  must,  so,  leave  some  slits  in  the 
plastic.  These  strips  are  very  potent  when  first  opened,  so,  I 
don’t  take  them  all  the  way  out  of  the  sealed  package.  When 


they  are  two  months  old,  I  put  the  package  on  the  other  end 
that  has  not  been  used.  I  do  not  have  thrips  or  mealybugs. 
They  are  replaced  every  four  months,  but  I  keep  the  used  ones 
to  place  in  any  covered  tray  that  I  think  may  have  symptoms 
of  any  kind.  I  believe  a  barrier  is  the  only  way  to  keep  thrips 
from  coming  into  the  indoor  garden.  Please,  be  aware  that 
these  strips  will  turn  foliage  to  mush  if  they  are  placed  too 
closely  in  an  unvented  area. 

Sealed  containers  are  a  must  for  isolating  your  new 
purchases,  too.  The  most  common  brand  of  pest  strips  is 
Revenge  and  Hot  Shot.  They  are  available  at  Lowe’s  or  Home 
Depot.  These  large  stores  also  have  a  clearance  sale  in  the 
garden  centers  during  winter  months.  Here,  you  will  find 
fertilizers  and  soil  mixes  at  a  reduced  price. 

One  of  our  delightful  local  growers.  Nan  Walther,  had  a 
very  interesting  thing  happen.  Her  violets  started  having  huge 
pollen  sacs  and  mutation  of  the  flowers.  She  finally  found  that 
her  Superthrive  had  evaporated  over  the  years  and  that  it  was 
exceptionally  strong.  When  she  used  just  one  drop  per  gallon, 
it  was  actually  much  more.  Remember,  Superthrive  contains 
growth  hormones.  It  must  be  used  sparingly  and  one  must  use 
a  fertilizer  with  it. 

Watch  those  fluorescent  tubes.  Read  the  fine  print 
on  the  tubes  and  I  think  you  may  be  surprised  that 
the  watts  are  34,  not  40.  I  have  now  extended  my 
hours  of  illumination  to  make  up  for  the  lack  of  light. 
One  could  also  place  the  plants  closer  to  the  tubes. 
Last  year  I  ordered  from  Travis’  Violets  in 
Georgia.  They  send  great  plants  for  a  reasonable 
price.  Cape  Cod  Violetry  continues  to  have  those 
species  Saintpaulia  as  well  as  supplies.  Please, 
support  our  advertisers.  What  would  we  do  without 
them?  We  need  to  realize  that  most  growers  and 
suppliers  are  hobby  based.  Rob  and  Olive  continue  to  give  us 
great  hybrids.  In  fact,  there  Bristol’s  Petunia,  a  Streptocarpus, 
which  is  going  to  be  our  club  project  plant,  along  with  an 
African  violet,  of  course. 

Here  are  a  few  plants  that  I  have  found  very  charming: 
Saintpaulia  veluntina  light,  Sinningia  ‘Best  Pink’  and 
conspicua,  Episcia  ‘Pink  Dreams’,  Alyce’s  ‘Aussie’  and  the 
artists’  series  of  Optimara  are  just  gorgeous.  My  club  just  came 
back  from  a  visit  to  Rockbottom  Farms  where  jonathan  Ford 
grows  great  Streptocarpus.  We  were  pleased  to  find  him  in 
good  health  and  a  lovely  lady  named  Helen  helped  us  select 
new  hybrids.  Wait  till  you  see  some  of  his  reds.  I  am  amazed 
at  the  ever  evolving  variety  of  plants  in  this  family. 

Well,  you  all  keep  growing  those  beautiful  plants.  I  miss 
you  and  hope  to  be  able  to  come  to  some  future  conventions 
in  a  year  or  two.  Happy  growing  to  all  of  you! 


Pgtroeosrtiea  kin^i 
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Iris  Keating 
149  Loretto  Court 
Claremont,  CA  91711 


A  name  reservation  costs  $1.00  and  is  valid  for  two 
years,  after  which  time  it  may  be  extended  two  years  for  an 
additional  $1.00.  Registration  of  the  plant  is  $5.00  unless 
completed  within  the  reservation  period,  in  which  case  the 
balance  is  then  $4.00.  Please  make  check  payable  to  AVSA. 

Kevin  Degner  -  Oshkosh,  WI 

*Kev’s  Freckle  Face  (8849)  3/25/00  (K.  Degner) 
Semidouble  pink  ruffled  pansy/fuchsia  overlay,  wide 
edge.  Light  green,  quilted,  scalloped.  Large 
*Kev’s  Heavenly  Star  (8850)  3/25/00  (K.  Degner)  Single¬ 
semidouble  pink  star/wide  dark  fuchsia  edge.  Medium 
green,  plain,  pointed,  serrated/red  back.  Standard 


June  Swift  -  Dallas,  TX 

*Glorioski  (8851)  3/27/00  (J.  Swift)  Semidouble-double  dark 
blue-purple  star/white  edge.  Dark  green,  plain,  quilted. 
Standard 

*Pink  Parfait  (8852)  3/27/00  (J.  Swift)  Semidouble  bright 
pink  large  star/white  frilled  edge.  Dark  green,  quilted, 
wavy,  scalloped.  Standard 


‘Allegro  Darcy  Farrow  (8856)  3/31/00  (J.  Stromborg) 
Single  chimera  red- violet  pansy/white  stripe,  notched  top 
petals.  Light  green,  pointed,  pebbled,  hairy.  Miniature 
‘Allegro  Easter  Morn  (8857)  3/31/00  (J.  Stromborg)  Single 
chimera  dark  purple  pansy/white  stripe.  Light  green, 
heart-shaped,  serrated.  Standard 
‘Allegro  Harvest  Moonglow  (8858)  3/31/00  (].  Stromborg) 
Single  pale  lavender-blue  sticktite  ruffled  star/red-violet 
eye.  Dark  green,  plain,  quilted,  serrated/red  back. 
Standard 

‘Allegro  Lyric  (8859)  3/31/00  (J.  Stromborg)  Semidouble 
hot  pink  frilled  pansy/red  eye.  Light  green,  spooned, 
serrated.  Standard 

‘Allegro  Moon  Mist  (8860)  3/31/00  (J.  Stromborg)  Single 
pale  lavender-blue  sticktite  pansy/red-violet  eye.  Dark 
green,  heart-shaped,  quilted,  seiiated/red  back.  Standard 
‘Allegro  Pink  Charisma  (8861)  3/31/00  (J.  Stromborg) 
Semidouble  orchid-pink  frilled  pansy/red  eye.  Medium 
green,  plain,  serrated.  Standard 
‘Allegro  Tattle  Tale  (8862)  3/31/00  (J.  Stromborg) 
Semidouble  red- violet  frilled  pansy/darker  eye.  Medium 
green,  plain,  quilted,  scalloped.  Standard 


Janet  Stromborg  -  Denmark,  WI 
‘Allegro  Apple  Blossom  (8853)  3/31/00  (J.  Stromborg) 
Single  pale  pink  sticktite  frilled  pansy/red  eye,  red-edged 
top  petals.  Medium  green,  plain,  quilted,  scalloped. 
Standard 

‘Allegro  Cinderella  (8854)  3/31/00  (|.  Stromborg)  Single 
chimera  white  pansy/pale  lavender  stripe.  Medium  green, 
pointed,  quilted.  Semiminiature 
‘Allegro  Coronation  (8855)  3/31/00  (J.  Stromborg)  Single 
plum  two-tone  sticktite  frilled  pansy/red-violet  eye,  edge. 
Medium  green,  heart-shaped,  quilted,  scalloped. 
Standard 


REGISTRATION  CHANGE 

At  the  hybridizer’s  request,  the  following  plant  description 
changes  have  been  made: 

Castro  (3340)  Semidouble  dark  blue. 

Maria  Androlina  (3186)  Dark  green,  quilted, 
scalloped. 

San  Gregorio  (3743)  Dark  green,  serrated/red  back. 
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This  spring  we  attended  the  Turlockl  Antique  and  Draft  Horse 
Sale.  Here’s  where  you  can  nod,  scratch  your  head  or  raise  your 
hand  to  wave  at  someone  and  you’ve  bought  yourself  a  prize.  I 
guess  I  nodded  or  something  because  I  ended  up  with  an  antique 
miniature  baby  buggy.  The  only  redeeming  grace  is  that  it’s  small 
enough  for  an  unusual  container.  I  can  just  picture  it  with  a  small 
trailer  in  it.  Well,  spring  is  long  gone  and  so  is  the  convention.  I 
had  fun  and  I  know  everyone  else  did  too. 

Speaking  of  ANTIQUES,  just  look  what  turned  up  after  that 
wonderful  list  of  “WANTED”  was  printed  in  the  March  AVM. 
‘Abracadabra’  and  ‘Jealous  Pink’,  both  by  Baker,  ‘Cashmere  Pink’,  ‘Cranapple’,  ‘Coon  Valley’,  ‘Cynde’,  ‘Diamond  Jubilee’,  ‘Disco 
Dancing  Sport’,  ‘Easter  Egg’,  ‘Ednah’,  ‘Granger’s  Chari’,  ‘Granger’s  Lullaby’,  ‘Grape  Splash’,  ‘Hot  Lips’,  ‘International’,  ‘Midnight 
Flame’,  ‘Nortex’s  Petticoat  Haven’,  ‘Pagan  Pink’,  ‘Pink  Patti’,  ‘Pink  Shimmer’,  ‘Rhapsodie  Gisela’,  ‘Shock  Wave’,  ‘Whisper’, 
‘Witch  Doctor’  and  ‘Wintry  Rose’.  My  thanks  to  all  of  you  for  sharing  these  plants. 


Barbara  Elkin 

Vintage  Violets  Committee 
2855  Gayle  Lane 
Auburn,  CA  95602-9674 
email:  Jabar@Joothillnet 


AVSA  Most  Wanted 

Alice  Blue  Gown,  Artist  Dream,  Autumn  Halo,  Burgundy  Bliss,  Cherokee  Fire,  Cherubini,  Daphne,  Dress  Blues,  Granger’s 
Cotillion,  Great  Scott,  Moon  Fire,  Pure  Innocence,  Rose  Embers,  and  Waltztime.  Let  me  know  if  you  have  any  of  these  plants  in 
your  collection. 

Remember  to  always  include  a  self-addressed  and  stamped  envelope  for  my  reply  and  always  return  the  postage  when 
someone  is  good  enough  to  share  with  you,  asked  for  or  not. 


I  Caught  the  Fever 

(African  violet  fever  that  is!) 

by  Barbara  H.  Werness  •  Coon  Rapids,  MN 

I  always  loved  to  propagate  plants  -  jade  trees,  spider 
plants  and  especially  African  violets.  African  violets  were 
commonplace  in  my  home  as  a  child.  At  every  neighborhood 
sale,  the  plants  would  get  marked  with  a  reasonable  price 
and  would  be  gone  within  hours.  Then  we  moved  to  a  more 
suburban  area  and  for  some  reason,  very  few  plants  sold.  So 
now  I  needed  to  find  a  way  to  continue  propagating  and  still 
have  a  way  to  dispose  of  the  plants  (the  compost  pile  was 
not  an  option  -  why  go  to  the  trouble  to  start  them  if  not  to 
sell  or  give  away?) 

After  a  few  phone  calls,  I  found  there  were  two  African 
violet  clubs  in  our  metro  area.  Great!  Join  them  both  and  sell, 
sell,  sell.  Oops,  in  order  to  sell,  you  needed  to  show.  I  wasn’t 
too  sure  about  that.  But  a  person  does  what  a  person  must 
do. 

I  had  no  intentions  of  entering  my  first  show.  After  all, 
there  was  no  way  1  could  ever  compete  with  the  experienced 
and  knowledgeable  growers  already  in  the  club.  Then,  a  cou¬ 
ple  nights  before,  the  entries  committee  chair  called.  She 
gently,  or  maybe  not  so  gently,  and  persistently,  insisted  that 
there  must  be  something  in  my  collection  that  would  be 


show-worthy.  (“Thank  you,  Mary.”) 

I  came  up  with  three  plants  for  the  show.  With  extreme 
trepidation,  I  walked  up  to  the  classification  table.  Keep  in 
mind  that  I  was  new  to  the  club,  thought  my  plants  were 
inferior  and  expected  to  be  laughed  at.  It  worked  out  just  fine. 
Two  blue  ribbons  and  one  red  on  my  first  try  was  good 
enough  to  get  me  going.  The  fact  that  the  club  members  were 
really  nice  helped  considerably. 

Everything  ballooned  from  there.  We  built  a  solarium.  At 
one  time  it  housed  over  200  show  plants  and  500  to  600  sale 
plants.  With  that  many  plants,  life  got  way  too  complicated 
and  1  had  to  downsize  considerably.  Now  there  are  only  about 
100  show  plants  and  200  sale  plants.  Oh,  by  the  way,  I  also 
caught  hybridizing  fever.  So  there  are  now  about  250 
seedlings  in  current  residence. 

All  that  because  I  wanted  to  sell  African  violets.  But  those 
first  three  ribbons  really  made  me  want  to  cultivate  the  art  of 
growing  beautiful  show  plants.  Yes,  I  do  believe  it’s  an  art. 
One  that  is  easy  to  learn,  but  so  rewarding.  There’s  a  lot  of 
pride  in  showing  a  beautiful,  fully  grown  plant  that  you 
started  from  a  leaf.  Some  African  violets  take  two  years  from 
putting  down  a  leaf  to  a  show-worthy  plant.  Boy,  it’s  great  to 
see  it  on  display  for  others  to  appreciate. 

Showing  and  hybridizing  have  now  become  my 
passions.  As  for  the  original  plan  of  selling,  I  maintain  a  good 
number  of  plants  for  club  sales,  but  it’s  very  secondary.  This 
is  one  time  my  original  game  plan  changed  for  the  better. 
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Hong  Kong  African  Violet  Association 

2000  Annual  Show 

by  Alfred  Leung, Vice-president  •  Hong  Kong  African  Violet  Association 
http://www.avahk.com.hk  •  E-mail:  Alfred@vtc.edu.hk 


The  annual  show  this  year  was  jointly  held  by  the  Hong 
Kong  African  Violet  Association  and  the  Hong  Kong 
Horticulture  Society  during  the  Easter  holidays.  The  theme  of 
this  year’s  exhibition  is  ‘Yellow  African  Violets’.  There  are 
over  300  pots  of  precious  African  violets  exhibited  by  our 
members.  The  venue  of  the  show  was  held  in  the  greenhouse 
of  the  Hong  Kong  Park.  This  is  a  very  ideal  place  for  African 
violets  since  the  temperature  and  humidity  are  all 
computerized  inside  the  greenhouse  and  it  is  so  spacious  that 
it  can  accommodate  more  than  200  visitors  at  any  time.  Mr. 
HC  Lau,  the  president  of  the  AVAHK  and  Mr.  YK  Cheung,  the 
vice-president  of  the  Hong  Kong  Horticulture  Society  were 


the  judges  for  the  five  category  (Mini,  Semi-mini,  Standard, 
Trailer  and  Beginners)  competitions. 

The  winning  violets  for  the  Best  Standard  was  ‘Picasso’; 
Best  Miniature  was  ‘Golden  Touch’;  Best  Semiminiature  was 
‘Happy  Teen’  and  the  Best  Trailer  is  ‘West  Trail’.  Mr.  MY  Lau 
and  his  wife,  both  of  them  executive  committee  members, 
were  the  big  winners  of  the  show.  They  won  7  prizes  from 
the  competitions  and  all  the  largest  newspapers  in  Hong 
Kong  reported  our  show  in  their  cover  pages  as  a  special  and 
highly  recommended  event  during  Easter.  It  was  the  most 
successful  show  we  have  had  and  hope  we  can  organize 
another  one  next  year  during  Easter  holidays. 


WHICH  IS  IT  -  AN  ART  OR  A  CRAFT? 

by  Don  Geiss  •  Fredric,  MI 


We  applied  for  a  booth  at  an  Arts  and  Craft  Show  and 
were  refused  because  the  respondent  said  that  raising  African 
violets  was  neither  an  art  nor  a  craft. 

Wow!  It  has  always  been  our  impression  that  it  was  both. 
Subsequently,  for  other  shows,  a  booth  was  immediately 
provided  when  we  supplied  photos  of  plant  shelves.  The 
refusal  happened  two  years  ago  and  was  almost  forgotten 
when  people  who  belonged  to  that  organization  visited  our 
plant  room  and  learned  of  the  experience.  They  pointed  out 
that  there  was  a  new  chairperson  for  the  annual  Christmas 
event  and  she  would  be  encouraged  to  favorably  respond  to 
our  application. 

In  short  order  the  booth  assignment  was  forwarded  to  us 
and  the  efforts  we  made  to  attend  this  show  really  paid  off  in 
big  dividends.  Not  only  did  we  sell  a  large  number  of  plants, 
but  we  were  asked  to  do  two  workshops.  These  invitations 
came  from  attendees  who  belonged  to  garden  clubs  and 
church  groups. 

We  do  not  attempt  to  participate  in  summer  shows. 
Outdoor  locations  leave  a  plant  exposed  to  insects.  When  the 
seasonal  shows  come  along  just  prior  to  Thanksgiving  and 
Christmas,  we  make  certain  of  a  display  space  assignment 
because  they  are  held  indoors.  Invariably,  when  we  attend  a 
show  for  the  first  time,  one  or  more  invitations  are  forth¬ 
coming  for  a  workshop.  The  workshops  are  free,  but  about  50 
plants  are  placed  on  display  for  purchase  if  any  member  of  the 


audience  desires. 

I  suppose  there  is  some  merit  in  suggesting  that  rules  for 
craft  shows  do  not  exactly  fit  the  art  of  raising  African  violets. 
One  regulation  (at  least  locally)  states  that  the  product  cannot 
be  something  purchased  for  resale.  This  might  stop  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  a  mature  plant  from  another  person  or  company. 
What  about  the  purchase  of  a  starter  plant  or  a  leaf?  My 
contention  is  that  being  able  to  care  for  the  plant  at  any  stage 
and  have  it  grow  or  continue  to  grow  and  finally  yield  a 
beautiful  head  of  flowers  is  the  ultimate  in  artistic  creativity. 
Think  of  the  number  of  people  African  violet  growers  come  in 
contact  with  who  make  the  statement,  “I  never  have  any 
LUCK  raising  African  violets”. 

No  person  in  charge  of  a  show  with  which  we  have  been 
associated  has  ever  questioned  the  selling  of  any  plant.  If  one 
were  to  follow  the  rules  exactly,  however,  it  could  be  a  hard 
interpretation  to  make. 

1  feel  that  raising  African  violets  falls  into  a  category  of 
being  both  an  art  and  a  craft.  The  Webster  Dictionary 
describes  an  art  as  “one  of  the  fine  arts  or  the  fine  arts 
collectively,  that  is  those  that  appeal  to  the  taste  or  sense  of 
beauty”.  It  describes  craft  as:  “dexterity  in  a  particular 
manual  occupation”. 

Certainly  there  is  a  lot  of  both  descriptions  in  raising  these 
beauties.  Until  someone  proves  that  it  is  not  an  art  and  a  craft, 
I  will  believe  that  it  stands  among  the  finest  examples. 
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What*s  Missing  From  This  Picture? 


Chances  are,  few  of  today’s  garden  centers  know 
as  much  about  growing  African  Violets  as  you  do. 
No  doubt,  this  explains  why  so  many  knowledge¬ 
able  Violet  growers  have  a  hard  time  finding  the 
products  they  need.  For  anyone  who  knows  what 
it  takes  to  grow  beautiful,  full-blooming  African 
Violets,  it  can  be  like  putting  together  a  puzzle, 
only  to  find  there’s  a  piece  missing.  We  know  the 
feeling.  That’s  why  we  started  the  Selective 
Gardener,  a  plant  care  supplier  that  specializes 
in  products  for  African  Violets. 

Eveiything  You  Need  to  Grow  Beautiful, 
Full-Blooming  African  Violets 

The  Selective  Gardener  makes  it  easy  to  get  the 
products  you  need.  As  a  plant  care  supplier  that 
specializes  in  African  Violets,  the  Selective 
Gardener  carries  a  full  line  of  plant  care  products 
with  brand  names  like  Optimara. 

•  Fully-dissolving,  urea-free  fertilizers 

•  Self-watering  devices  such  as  the  Watermaid 
and  the  new,  spill-proof  Optimara  WaterShip 

•  Ultralight,  pH-balanced  potting  media 

•  Pots,  trays  and  plant  covers 

•  Show  accessories  and  more 

From  Leaf  Cuttings  to  Finished  Violets 

In  addition  to  plant  care  products,  the  Selective 
Gardener  offers  African  Violets  in  several  pot  sizes, 
including  genuine  Miniatures.  You  can  also  order 
leaf  cuttings  from  all  of  the  available  Optimara 
and  Rhapsodie  varieties. 


A  Complete  African  Violet  Resource 

The  Selective  Gardener  is  a  complete  African  Violet 
resource.  Send  for  the  Selective  Gardener  catalog, 
and  you  will  find  offers  for  plant  care  products, 
Violets  and  leaf  cuttings,  even  books  and  posters. 
Or  go  online,  and  you  will  find  even  more.  At  the 
Selective  Gardener’s  internet  site  (http://www. 
selectivegardener.com),  you  will  have  access  to  a 
number  of  resources  not  available  anywhere  else. 

•  Growing  tips  from  the  world  famous  Holtkamp 
Greenhouses 

•  Complete  interactive  Violet  identification  guide 

•  Links  to  other  useful  sites  such  as  Doctor 
Optimara,  a  symptom-based,  interactive 
guide  for  diagnosing  pests  and  pathogens 

•  Reviews  of  African  Violet  products 

(Tip;  If  you  do  not  have  access  to  the  internet,  try 
your  public  library.  Many  libraries,  now,  provide 
computers  for  public  use,  as  well  as  helpful 
assistance  for  anyone  wanting  to  go  online.) 

The  Selective  Gardener  Catalog 

To  receive  the  Selective  Gardener 
catalog,  send  $1  (which  will  be 
credited  to  your  first  order)  with 
your  name  and  address  to; 

The  Selective  Gardener 
6011  Martingale  Lane 
Brentwood,  TN  37027 

Or  visit  us  online  at 
http:  /  /  WWW. selectivegardener.com. 


(SelectivcN 

Gardener) 


Copyright  1998.  Optimara,  Doctor  Optimara,  Optimara  WaterShip,  Watermaid  and  Rhapsodie  are  trademarks  of  International  Plant  Breeding,  A.G.,  Switzerland. 


GROWING  STREPTOCARPUS 

by  James  Graf  •  Bloomington,  MN 


The  Streptocarpus,  also  known  as  the  Cape  Primrose,  is 
a  relative  of  the  African  violet  and  a  member  of  the  gesneri- 
ad  family.  It  was  first  discovered  in  South  Africa  in  1826  and 
its  name  means  “twisted  fruit”  (streptos  -  “twisted”  and  car¬ 
pus  -  “fruit”),  as  the  seed  pod  of  this  genus  is  twisted,  simi¬ 
lar  to  a  unicorn’s  horn.  It  was  cultivated  throughout  the  later 
half  of  the  1800’s  and  in  1880,  an  orange  fl.owered  variety 
was  developed.  This  variety,  when  crossed  and  back-crossed 
with  it’s  pale  blue  counterpart,  has  helped  to  produce  the 
wide  range  of  colors  that  we  see  today. 

In  the  wild,  the  Streptocarpus  is  divided  into  4  groups. 
All  of  the  groups  are  fibrous  rooted,  but  differ  in  their  growth 
and  flowering  habits.  One  group  grows  with  erect  stems  and 
leaves  that  grow  in  opposite  pairs.  The  other  group  is  stem¬ 
less,  and  this  group  is  divided  into  3  subgroups  based  on 
flower  types.  Some  members  of  this  group  are  single  leafed 
varieties,  while  others  grow  in  rosette  forms,  which  are  what 
we  generally  see  grown  today. 

The  habitats  of  the  Streptocarpus  in  its  natural 
environment  are  varied.  Some  grow  in  the  open,  shaded  by 
overhanging  rocks.  Others  prefer  forest  shade  or  stream  beds. 
When  growing  in  the  home,  the  ability  to  grow  plants  in  opti¬ 
mum  growing  conditions  now  make  continual  blooming  of 
Streptocarpus  a  reality. 

There  are  a  wide  variety  of  Streptocarpus  available  to 
today’s  growers.  Some  exotic  flower  and  leaf  types  grow  a 
single  leaf  that  can  be  24"  long  and  12"  wide  with  flowers 
that  are  1  1/2"  tong.  Others  have  flower  stems  that  are  a  foot 
long.  Some  streps  have  only  one  leaf  and  generally  do  not 
bloom  until  their  second  season. 

Cultivation  of  streps  is  also  greatly  varied.  Some  plants  are 
monocarpic,  meaning  that  the  plant  dies  after  flowering  and  set¬ 
ting  seeds,  while  others  will  bloom  as  biennials.  The  common 
varieties  that  we  grow  today  are  mostly  perennials  and  will 
grow  and  bloom  as  long  as  their  growing  requirements  are  met. 

The  growth  requirements  for  Streptocarpus  are  similar  to 
African  violets  and  they  can  be  grown  in  the  same  areas  of 
the  home.  The  requirements  are  as  follows: 

Light:  The  plants  enjoy  bright,  indirect  light  to  partial 
shade  in  the  summer  and  full  sun  in  a  southern  exposure  in 
the  winter.  Under  artificial  light,  12-14  hours  a  day  is  recom¬ 
mended  for  good  plant  growth  and  flowering. 

Temperature:  Streps  like  temperatures  slightly  cooler 
than  violets.  Day  temperatures  of  65-75  degrees  and  night 
temps  of  55-65  degrees  are  best  for  most  varieties,  and  plac¬ 
ing  the  plants  lower  on  your  plant  shelves  or  in  a  cooler  part 
of  your  growing  area  v^/ill  promote  best  growth. 

Water:  Keep  plants  evenly  moist  but  not  wet!  Wet  soil 
may  cause  root  rot  and  letting  the  soil  dry  out  may  affect 
flowering. 


Humidity;  60-70%  is  recommended.  Make  sure  that 
good  air  circulation  is  present  to  avoid  fungal  growth. 

Soil;  African  violet  mix  or  one  part  potting  mix,  two  parts 
peat  and  one  part  course  perlite  or  sand.  The  mix  must  be  well 
drained  and  porous  for  good  root  growth. 

Fertilizer;  Applying  a  well  balanced  fertilizer  at  l/8th 
strength  at  every  watering  will  help  promote  lush,  green 
growth.  A  high  phosphate  fertilizer  at  1/2  strength  every  2 
weeks  is  another  option.  Be  careful  not  to  fertilize  when  the 
soil  is  dry,  as  leaf  burning  may  occur. 

Dormancy:  Plants  generally  have  a  2-3  month  rest 
period  after  blooming.  When  growing  indoors  under 
controlled  conditions,  many  Streptocarpus  may  bloom 
continuously  given  the  proper  conditions  and  if  leaf  and  plant 
growth  continues.  Allowing  the  soil  to  dry  out  for  extended 
periods  or  high  temperatures  in  the  growing  area  may  trigger 
dormancy. 


Propagating  Streptocarpus 
can  be  done  in  a  variety  of  ways 

Seeds:  Seeds  are  sown  in  a  soil  mix  consisting  of  2  part 
loam,  2  parts  coarse  sand,  and  1  1/2  parts  peat  moss.  Since 
Streptocarpus  seeds  are  one  of  the  finest  seeds  known  (1.75 
million  seeds  per  ounce!),  the  seeding  bed  is  first  saturated 
with  water.  The  strep  seeds  are  then  brushed  from  the  palm 
of  the  hand  onto  the  seed  bed.  Immerse  the  seed  bed  in  1/2 
inch  of  water  and  keep  the  water  this  level  until  removing 
the  small  seedlings,  which  appear  after  approximately  6-8 
weeks.  Re-pot  the  new  plantlets  into  a  mix  similar  to  the 
seeding  mix  or  plant  mix  listed  above. 

Leaves;  Propagation  of  plants  by  leaf  cuttings  is  the 
usual  way  of  multiplying  plants.  Cut  the  leaf  in  1-2  inch 
strips  and  cut  down  the  mid-rib  of  the  leaf.  After  allowing  this 
leaf  piece  to  callus  for  approximately  15  minutes,  place  the 
leaf  cutting  mid-rib  down  in  a  mixture  of  1  part  perlite  and  1 
part  vermiculite,  with  charcoal  added  to  help  prevent  rotting. 
Tiny  plantlets  will  appear  along  the  leaf  rib,  at  the  junction  of 
the  veins.  The  leaf  can  also  be  cut  like  a  violet  leaf,  making 
a  petiole  out  of  the  midrib  and  inserting  this  into  the  cutting 
mixture.  Plantlets  will  form  at  the  base  of  the  petiole  and  can 
be  removed  after  they  grow  to  1".  Leaves  will  also  produce 
plantlets  if  placed  in  water,  but  the  leaf  may  rot  if  submerged 
in  water. 

Division;  Plants  can  be  divided  to  make  multiple  num¬ 
bers  of  plants.  Using  a  sharp  knife,  cut  the  plant  apart 
between  growing  crowns,  getting  as  many  roots  as  possible 
for  each  plant.  Plant  these  in  smaller  containers,  being  care¬ 
ful  not  to  over-pot.  Streptocarpus  like  to  be  slightly  root- 
bound  and  over-potting  promotes  root  rot. 
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Insects:  Pests  that  are  common  to  the  African  violets  are 
also  common  to  Streptocarpus.  Soil  mealy  bugs  and  thrips  are 
common  pests,  and  white  fly  and  red  spider  mites  may  also 
affect  the  plants.  It  is  important  to  check  each  plant  that  is 
added  to  the  collection  and  isolate  these  plants  from  other 
plants  for  a  minimum  of  3  months.  This  will  help  to  minimize 
the  chance  that  something  unwanted  will  be  introduced  into 
your  collection.  Keeping  your  plants  well  groomed  will  also 
help  to  control  pests. 

Grooming:  Leaves  may  be  trimmed  if  dry  edges  appear. 
Make  sure  that  a  sharp  utensil  is  used,  such  as  a  sharp 
scissors  or  razor  blade.  This  will  help  minimize  bruised  leaf 
edges.  Removing  dead  flowers  and  dying  Ipaves  from  the 
plant  will  help  keep  your  plants  looking  in  top  shape.  While 
grooming,  make  sure  to  check  for  any  abnormalities  of 
growth,  which  could  indicate  pests  or  disease. 

Streptocarpus  plants  may  be  purchased  through  many 
reputable  dealers,  most  of  whom  specialize  in  violets.  I  have 
had  good  luck  with  Rob’s  Mini-o-lets,  which  feature  the 
Bristol  series  of  streps  in  many  beautiful  colors  and  flower 
types.  Most  catalogues  have  color  pictures  and  descriptions  of 
streps  and  other  gesneriads  and  there  are  many  new 


introductions  each  year.  Some  of  my  favorites  are:  St  Lemon 
Drop,  a  pure  white  flower  with  a  lemon  yellow  throat, 
St.  Bristol’s  July  Fourth,  a  red  flower  with  splashes  of  cream 
and  white  on  the  petals,  St  Suzie,  a  large,  bright  red  flower 
with  yellow  throat,  and  St  Ruffles  ‘n’  Pink,  a  large  deep  pink, 
ruffled  flower  with  a  creamy  yellow  throat.  Again,  remember 
to  isolate  when  your  order  arrives! 

There  are  also  many  web  addresses  on  the  internet  that 
give  growing  advice  and  give  users  a  chance  to  ask  questions 
and  get  growing  information.  Most  of  these  deal  with 
gesneriads  as  a  whole  so  some  searching  may  be  needed  to 
get  the  desired  information. 

Streptocarpus  are  growing  in  popularity  as  fun  and 
welcome  additions  to  the  collections  of  many  violet  growers.  I 
have  had  great  luck  growing  these  violet  cousins  right  next  to 
my  African  violets.  The  various  growing  styles,  colors,  and 
flower  types  of  Streptocarpus,  as  well  as  relative  ease  of 
growing  and  extended  blooming  period  are  great  reasons  to 
try  these  beautiful  and  unique  plants. 

Happy  growing  and  good  luck! 


Prevention 


Routine  preventative  measures  to  follow  for  growing 

beautiful  African  violets: 

•  Thoroughly  inspect  plants  periodically  and  all  new  plants 
prior  to  purchase. 

•  All  newly  purchased  plants,  plants  suspected  of  carry¬ 
ing  pests  or  diseases,  and  plants  which  have  been 
exhibited  in  a  show  should  be  isolated  from  six  to  eight 
weeks,  preferably  in  a  separate  room.  Use  separate 
tools  and  watering  containers  for  these  plants  to  avoid 
contaminating  the  rest  of  your  plants.  Inspect  these 
plants  carefully  before  placing  in  your  African  violet 
collection. 

•  After  handling  newly  acquired  plants,  plants  suspected  of 
pests  or  diseases,  or  plants  just  returned  from  a  show, 
wash  hands  and  tools  thoroughly  before  handling  other 
plants  in  your  collection. 

•  Do  not  expose  your  African  violets  to  cut  flowers  or  pot¬ 
ted  plants  from  outside  sources,  especially  those  from 
out-of-doors.  After  gardening  outdoors  wash  hands  and 
change  clothes  before  working  with  your  violet  collec¬ 


tion.  A  number  of  pests,  such  as  thrips,  can  be  brought 
into  the  house  on  potted  plants,  pets,  cut  flowers,  hands, 
hair,  or  fingers.  This  doesn’t  mean  that  one  shouldn’t 
enjoy  the  outdoors  and  outdoor  plant  material,  but  that 
one  should  be  aware  of  the  possibilities. 

•  Use  good  sanitary  practices.  Don’t  crowd  plants.  Space 
plants  to  avoid  overlapping  foliage.  This  permits  good  air 
circulation  and  reduces  the  chances  of  pests  and  diseases 
spreading  from  one  plant  to  another.  Keep  plants  clean 
and  well  groomed.  Look  for  and  remove  all  dead  and 
dying  stems,  blossoms,  and  leaves.  Clean  benches, 
shelves,  and  so  on,  keep  area  free  of  old  plant  debris, 
trash,  and  loose  soil.  Sterilize  all  pots  before  reuse.  Wash, 
scrub  and  soak  all  containers  and  saucers  before  reuse. 
(For  soaking  use  a  solution  of  one  cup  liquid  household 
bleach  to  a  gallon  of  hot  water.)  Let  soak  for  at  least  10 
minutes  or  until  water  cools.  Rinse  in  clean  water.  Wash 
hands  and  clean  equipment  after  every  use. 

•  Use  sterilized  or  pasteurized  soil  (or  other  growing 
media)  and  properly  dispose  of  all  used  soil  which  may 
contain  plant  roots,  disease  organisms,  insect  pests,  and 
excess  salts  from  fertilizer. 
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Ness' 

Puppy 

Charms 

Hybridized  &  Exhibited  by: 

Don  Ness 
Midland  Violets 
Standard 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Optimara 
Little  Navajo 

Exhibited  by:  Delores  Gibbs 
Hybridized  by:  Holtkamp 
Semiminiature 
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Dean's  Rosalie 

Exhibited  by:  Shirley  Sanders 
Hybridized  by:  K.  Hobbs-Gregg 
From  2nd  Best 
AVSA  Mini  Collection 
2000  AVS A  National  Show 


Wrangler's 
El  Diablo 

Exhibited  by:  Randy  G.  Deutsch 
Hybridized  by:  W,  Smith 
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CULTURAL  DISEASES 

In  addition  to  the  diseases  caused  by  unfavorable 
environmental  conditions,  such  as  too  much  or  too  little 
water,  African  violets  are  also  susceptible  to  other  problems. 

Fertilizer  salts:  An  excess  of  salts  from  fertilizers,  salts 
that  are  left  behind  when  water  evaporates,  can  affect  foliage 
and  roots. 

Signs:  Excess  fertilizer  can  cause  browning  of  the  leaf 
tips  and  margins,  wilting  and  yellowing  of  foliage,  and  death 
of  roots.  Excessive  fertilizer  causes  foliage  to  become  stunted 
and  brittle. 

Control:  Control  by  watching  fertilizer  rates  carefully, 
and  by  flushing  soil  with  plain  fresh  water  after  every  four  or 
five  applications  of  fertilizer. 

Leaf  scorch:  Leaf  scorch  is  caused  by  burning  or 
scorching  of  plant  tissue.  This  can  happen  when  plants  are 
taken  outside  or  when  African  violets  are  too  close  to 
incandescent  bulbs  or  window  panes  during  hot  bright 
weather. 

Signs:  Leaves  are  yellowish  or  have  blotches  on  them. 

Control:  Keep  hot,  bright  sun  off  leax'es.  Watch  out  for 
hot  light  bulbs. 

Pollution:  Pollution  or  gas  in  the  atmosphere  can 
damage  plants  or  prevent  bloom. 

Signs:  Watch  for  retarded  growth,  browning  at  edges 
and  tips  of  leaves,  speckling  and  splotching.  Unburned 
manufactured  gas  can  stop  African  violets  from  blooming. 

Control:  This  is  difficult  in  areas  of  high  pollution. 
Filters  in  heating  and  air  conditioning  systems  can  help.  If 
you  think  gas  injury  is  the  reason  that  your  African  violets 
aren’t  blooming,  place  a  young  tomato  plant  among  your 
violets.  Tomatoes  are  veiy  sensitive  to  gas  and  the  leaves  of 
young  tomato  plants  will  bend  down  completely  after  a  few 
hours  of  exposure  to  even  diluted  concentrations  of  gas. 
Have  the  gas  company  check  your  growing  area. 

Petiole  rot:  Petiole  rot  is  caused  by  leaves  and  petioles 
coming  in  contact  with  salt  encrusted  pot  rims. 

Signs:  Leaves  and  petioles  rot,  wilt,  and  wither 
starting  at  the  point  where  they  touch  a  salt-encrusted  pot 
rim. 

Control:  Avoid  overfertilizing.  Remove  affected  leaves. 
Flush  out  excess  salts  with  plain  water.  Repot  the  plant  in  a 
clean  container.  Cover  rims  of  pots  with  aluminum  foil. 
Leaves  can  also  be  kept  clear  of  rim  by  using  collars  or 
mounding  sphagnum  moss  under  the  petioles. 


Ringspot:  Ringspots  are  caused  under  certain  conditions 
by  water  on  foliage. 

Signs:  Ringspot  causes  irregular  whitish  and  yellow 
spots  and  streaks  on  upper  leaf  surfaces. 

Control:  Keep  hot  and  cold  water  off  foliage,  avoid 
sudden  temperature  changes,  and  keep  direct  sunlight  off  wet 
leaves. 

PARASITIC  AND  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Parasitic  and  infectious  diseases  are  the  result  of  several 
microscopic  organisms,  the  more  important  of  which  are 
fungi,  bacteria,  and  viruses. 

Fungal  diseases:  The  typical  fungus  starts  as  a  minute 
spore  which  germinates  and  produces  one  or  more  branched 
threads  called  hyphae. 

Signs:  The  hyphae  grow  to  form  a  fungus  body  which 
can  grow  on  the  surface  of  a  plant  (powdery  mildew  or  sooty 
mold)  or  completely  within  the  plant  (wilt-producing  fungi) . 

Control:  Avoid  overwatering  and  crowding.  Improve 
air  circulation;  install  a  small  fan  on  a  timer. 

Botrytis:  Botrytis  blight,  grey-mold  blight,  or  bud  rot. 

Signs:  Disease  starts  out  with  a  grey  mold  on 
blossoms  and  buds  which  then  turn  tan  and  mushy.  It  can 
also  involve  petioles,  leaves,  and  crown  of  plant. 

Control:  Keep  humidity  down  and  air  circulation  up. 
Avoid  overwatering  and  crowding.  Promptly  remove  all  faded 
or  dead  plant  parts.  Control  mites  which  carry  Botrytis  spores. 

Crown  rot:  Crown,  stem  and  root  rots  caused  by  fungi 
are  widespread. 

Signs:  Flowers  fail  to  develop  properly.  Plants  wilt, 
droop,  wither,  and  die  (suddenly  or  slowly).  Plant  becomes 
soft,  mushy  or  dry.  The  crown,  petioles,  and  roots  rot.  The 
plant  can  easily  be  lifted  off  of  the  pot. 

Control:  Thke  cuttings  only  from  healthy  plants.  Root 
cuttings  and  plant  violets  only  in  sterilized  soil  and  contain¬ 
ers.  Avoid  overwatering,  temperature  fluctuations,  overfertil¬ 
izing,  and  planting  violets  too  deep.  Increase  air  circulation. 
Dispose  of  badly  infected  plants. 

Powdery  mildew:  This  is  a  fungus  disease  that  appears 
suddenly,  spreads  rapidly,  and  is  aggravated  by  poor  ventila¬ 
tion,  high  humidity  and  fluctuating  temperatures. 

Signs:  Watch  for  grayish- white  powder  on  leaves, 
stems,  and  blossoms.  Blossoms  may  be  deformed  and 
discolored. 

Control:  Isolate  plant.  Dispose  of  all  badly  infected 
plants.  Remove  all  infected  leaves  and  flowers.  Increase  the 
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space  between  remaining  plants,  reduce  temperature  fluctua¬ 
tions  and  humidity,  improve  air  circulation,  and  spray  with 
fungicide. 

BACTERIAL  DISEASES 

Bacteria  are  minute,  one-cell  organisms  that  enter  a  plant 
through  wounds  and  natural  openings  (such  as  the  stomata, 
the  air  vents  in  the  leaves).  Once  inside,  bacteria  multiply 
rapidly,  breaking  down  tissue,  and  move  quickly  throughout 
the  plant.  When  conditions  are  favorable,  bacteria  can  dou¬ 
ble  their  number  every  20  minutes.  Bacteria  are  spread  by 
people  when  cultivating,  watering,  pruning,  and  moving 
plants. 

Bacterial  leaf  blight:  This  is  a  bacterial  disease  that  can 
appear  and  spread  very  rapidly. 

Signs-.  The  usual  signs  are  water-soaked  areas  on  leaves; 
the  spots  may  then  turn  brown  or  black  and  develop  holes. 

Control-.  Use  only  sterilized  pots  and  mix.  Avoid  over¬ 
watering,  overfertilizing,  and  temperature  fluctuations.  Dispose 
of  badly  infected  plants.  Improve  the  environment  for  remain¬ 
ing  plants. 

VIRAL  DISEASES:  Viruses  that  infest  plants  are 
complicated  and  usually  cause  abnormal  growth.  Virus  infect¬ 
ed  plants  are  usually  more  susceptible  to  rotting.  Viruses  also 
cause  spotting,  mottling,  and  streaks. 


Signs:  Abnormal  growth,  spotting,  mottling  or 
streaks. 

Control:  Immediately  discard  infected  plants.  Viruses 
spread  on  contact  and  there  is  no  known  cure.  Avoid 
infecting  your  other  African  violets  by  being  very  careful  in 
selecting  plants  and  by  using  only  mix  and  pots  that  have 
been  sterilized.  If  you  suspect  that  a  pot  or  mix  may  have 
been  contaminated  by  a  virus,  discard  it  to  protect  your  other 
African  violets. 

Mosaic:  A  virus  disease. 

Signs-.  Leaves  are  crinkled,  deformed,  and  thickened. 
Sometimes  the  leaf  surfaces  are  mottled  with  lighter  green  or 
cream  splotches  or  streaks.  The  “variegation”  is  not  consis¬ 
tent  and  may  affect  only  part  of  a  plant.  The  number  of 
blossoms  is  decreased  and  plant  growth  is  stunted. 

Control:  Destroy  infected  plants. 

Stunt:  A  virus  disease. 

Signs-.  Signs  may  appear  and  then  disappear.  Leaves 
are  small,  brittle,  and  may  be  rolled  or  deformed.  Patches  on 
the  leaf  surfaces  may  be  almost  hairless.  Sometimes  the 
leaves  are  mottled.  Young  African  violets  are  more  affected 
than  mature  plants  and  varieties  differ  in  their  resistance  to 
stunt. 

Control:  Destroy  infected  plants. 


Hudson  Memorial  Awnrd  for  Affllinfe  Leadership 

The  Mabel  and  Glen  Hudson  Award  was  established  to  honor  individuals  for  outstanding  leadership  activities 
within  an  affiliated  chapter.  The  recipient  is  recognized  at  the  closing  banquet  of  the  annual  convention  with  a  cita¬ 
tion  and  a  very  nice  award.  All  affiliate  groups  are  encouraged  to  suggest  names  of  potential  candidates  for  this  award. 
Secretaries  of  affiliates  should  send  the  name  of  the  nominee,  along  with  a  detailed  list  of  leadership  activities  and 
accomplishments  to: 

Mrs.  Linda  L,  Golubski,  AVSA  Awards  Committee  Chairman 
1416  N.W.  A  Street 
Blue  Springs,  MO  64015-3605 
(816)  229-2051  after  6:00  P.M.  Central  Time 
golubski@kc.net 

Complete  information  should  be  submitted  no  later  than  November  1,  2000  to  be  considered  for  the  award  that 
will  be  presented  at  the  2001  AVSA  Convention  in  Chicago,  Illinois.  In  order  for  the  Awards  Committee  to  give  your 
recommendations  maximum  consideration,  please  share  as  much  information  as  possible,  focusing  on  contributions 
at  the  local  affiliate  level.  There  is  a  form  to  use  as  a  guide  that  may  be  obtained  by  calling,  writing  or  emailing  the 
above  addresses. 
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Optimara  Little  Hopi  II 

Exhibited  by:  Meredith  M.  Hall 
Hybridized  by:  Holtkamp 

Semiminiature 
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Rob's  Twinkle  Blue 

Best  Miniature 
2000  AVS A  National  Show 
Exhibited  by:  Bev  Promersberger 

Hybiidized  by:  R.  Robinson 
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Ralph  Robinson 
RO.  Box  9 
Naples,  NY  14512 
email:  robsviolet@aolcom 


Dorothy  Kosowsky 
712  Cunningham  Dr. 
Whittier,  CA  90601 
email:  dot3Joe@eartMmtnet 


I’m  writing  this  column  on  a  weekend  which  offers  all 
kinds  of  garden  tours  and  many  types  of  garden  shows, 
including  two  or  three  African  violet  shows  and  an  endless 
supply  of  great  plants  at  most  nurseries.  The  annual  southern 
California  salute  to  spring  is  a  bit  like  a  total  awakening  of  the 
earth  and  very  awe  inspiring.  The  natives  even  go  so  far  as  to 
put  out  at  least  one  tomato  plant  if  they  haven’t  already  done 
so,  in  a  flower  bed  if  necessary.  While  this  area  also  has  some 
fall  African  violet  shows  most  are  put  on  in  the  spring,  and  are 
in  full  swing  at  this  time.  Many  of  us  have  very  hot  summers 
and  unfortunately  they  are  also  very  dry,  neither  of  which 
allow  violets  to  thrive.  If  at  all  possible  we  try  to  schedule 
shows  around  good  growing  conditions  for  the  club  members. 
When  people  think  of  Southern  California  they  can  hardly 
imagine  we  have  at  least  five  or  six  distinct  growing  zones.  I 
happen  to  live  where  it  can  be  very  hot  yet  also  gets  more  cold 
weather  than  areas  only  five  or  six  miles  away.  The  coast 
areas  are  most  temperate  and  best  for  violets,  but  growing  is 
learning  to  deal  with  the  ecosystem  you  have  in  your  own 
home.  It’s  what  keeps  all  of  us  hooked  on  our  favorite  hobby. 

J^UESTION;  Is  there  really  a  game  of  “Leaf  Bingo” 
available  to  be  purchased?  Our  group  shares  leaves 
often  but  it  would  be fim  to  do  it  with  a  game.  Also  is  there 
a  proper  way  to  have  a  leaf  exchange?  We  just  give  our 
leaves  to  whoever  wants  them. 

ANSWER;  As  far  as  I  know  there  is  no  specific  game  you 
can  buy  to  help  put  on  “Leaf  Bingo”  for  your  club.  The  usual 
“Bingo  Game”  with  your  own  rules  will  do  nicely.  I  was  intro¬ 
duced  to  “Leaf  Bingo”  in  the  first  couple  of  clubs  I  belonged  to, 
and  it  was  a  tradition  that  seemed  to  originate  from  sharing 
the  leaves  of  “Winners”  from  our  annual  show.  The  format: 
the  meeting  after  the  show  everyone  brings  in  the  leaves  they 
have  removed  from  their  show  plants.  (I  like  to  wait  a  couple 
of  weeks  after  a  show  before  repotting  to  give  the  plants  a 
chance  to  re-adjust.  Usually  there  are  several  days  to  a  couple 
of  weeks  before  the  next  meeting,  so  at  that  time  I  take  all 


unnecessary  leaves  off,  about  the  number  you  would  remove 
prior  to  repotting,  so  the  plants  actually  are  nearer  to  being 
ready  for  repotting.  I  would  have  removed  those  leaves  any¬ 
way  and  those  members  that  want  this  variety  can  increase 
their  collection  easily) .  The  leaves  are  bagged  and  labeled  with 
all  pertinent  information.  When  leaves  arrive  at  the  meeting 
they  are  put  out  on  a  big  table  or  several  card  tables  and  the 
members  are  given  “Bingo  Cards”  with  beans  for  markers.  The 
game  is  regular  Bingo  but  the  caller  continues  to  call  the  num¬ 
bers  while  the  winners  go  up  to  select  their  leaf.  When  you 
win  you  dump  your  card  and  go  after  a  leaf;  when  you  return 
to  your  seat  you  start  again.  When  the  numbers  run  out  they 
are  put  back  in  the  hopper  and  the  game  continues  until  all 
leaves  have  been  selected.  This  way  you  have  more  people 
getting  a  chance  at  the  leaves,  especially  the  very  desirable 
ones  of  winners.  It’s  also  a  bit  of  bedlam  which  only  adds  to 
the  fun.  If  you  like  you  can  charge  $.25  a  card  as  a  money 
raiser  for  the  club  and  the  members  can  buy  as  many  cards  as 
they  like. 

As  to  a  proper  leaf  exchange  I  can  only  give  you  an  idea 
of  what  might  be  done.  You  could  start  with  a  chairman  in 
charge  of  getting  each  member’s  list  of  varieties  that  they  are 
growing.  Compile  these  lists  into  a  booklet  (two  or  three  might 
be  good  if  your  club  is  large)  which  are  posted  or  checked  out 
library  style  by  the  interested  members.  Then  a  fair  way  to 
exchange  would  be  if  one  member  had  a  variety  another 
wanted,  he  would  choose  something  from  her  list  in  exchange 
for  something  from  the  other  members  list.  Or  if  they  really 
wanted  a  leaf  from  someone  that  had  no  need  or  desire  for 
anything  another  person  had,  make  leaves  a  nominal  .50 
cents  to  cover  the  bagging  and  labeling. 

^^UESTION:  Along  with  my  violets  I  have  a  Jew 

%^Jems.  I  water  all  at  the  same  time  but  /  noticed  that 
two  'Jthe ferns  were  in  distress for  lack  of  water  when  it  was 
time  to  water,  but  all  the  rest  were fine.  Do  you  have  any  idea 
of  the  cause? 
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ANSWER:  Ferns  have  a  dark  root  system  and  also  do  not 
seem  to  appear  root  bound  to  the  casual  glance.  If  you  inspect 
the  root  ball  you  may  find  the  medium  is  drying  more  quick¬ 
ly  than  the  rest  due  to  the  type  of  potting  mix  and  also  it  may 
be  root  bound  and  need  repotting  into  a  larger  pot.  You  need 
to  use  care  in  repotting  plants  too  soon  after  they  come  into 
your  collection.  After  a  week  or  so  (being  sure  the  growing  tip 
is  still  in  the  same  area,  not  higher  or  lower  than  it  was,)  you 
can  put  the  plant  in  a  potting  soil  you  are  familiar  with  and 
can  better  time  the  need  for  water  or  fertilizer. 

0UESTION:  Why  do  my  plants  tend  to  grow  more 
and  larger  leaves  on  one  side  of  the  plant  than  the 
other?  They  are  grown  under  lights  and  in  windows. 

ANSWER:  The  problem  when  you  have  unequal  growth 
on  a  plant,  whether  you  grow  under  lights  or  in  a  window,  is 
almost  always  caused  by  the  plant  not  having  been  turned 
regularly.  Anytime  the  leaves  are  larger  or  appear  to  be  grow¬ 
ing  in  larger  numbers  on  one  side,  it  indicates  more  light  was 
reaching  that  part  of  the  plant  than  the  remainder  of  the  plant. 
When  you  grow  in  window  light  only,  this  is  much  more 
noticeable.  If  you  examine  the  plant  you  can  see  that  the 
leaves  are  more  closely  spaced  and  actually  bending  to  get 
into  that  section  of  the  plant.  I  like  to  turn  daily  because  I  not 
only  grow  under  lights,  but  my  stands  are  in  large  windows. 
It’s  possible  to  see  the  leaves  raising  up  on  the  part  of  the  plant 
away  from  the  window  if  they  are  not  turned  each  day  in  my 
growing  situation.  If  you  grow  where  you  do  not  have  an  out¬ 
side  light  source  nearby  you  can  turn  only  once  a  week  as  I 
hear  many  people  recommend.  For  me  the  turning  also  gives 
me  a  chance  to  water  on  both  sides  of  the  plant  as  well  as 
having  a  very  good  look  to  see  what  is  going  on.  In  my  case 
it  seems  the  peduncles  (flower  stalks)  are  in  constant  need  of 
removal.  While  you  can  go  over  your  plants  about  every  two 
or  three  weeks  for  suckers  and  a  general  inspection  you  need 
to  keep  those  peduncles  removed  before  they  are  large  enough 
to  attract  thrips.  If  you  have  any  source,  cat,  dog,  windows  or 
doors  or  even  the  two  legged  types  who  can  bring  in  thrips, 
you  need  to  keep  your  plants  disbudded  if  you  plan  to  show. 
If  the  disparity  among  the  size  of  leaves  is  not  great  and  you 
want  to  start  training  the  plant,  here  is  my  fairly  quick  fix. 
Using  the  ring  for  a  guide,  gently  move  the  leaves  over  a  bit, 
take  a  plastic  clothes  pin  and  place  it  on  the  ring  as  a  stop.  In 
three  days  you  can  move  the  leaves  again.  With  this  method 
two  weeks  should  get  your  plant  back  to  looking  like  the 
spokes  of  a  wheel  instead  of  a  one  sided  monster. 


J^UESTION:  When  I  pot  up  the  babies  from  the 
mother  leaf  they  look  nice  and  healthy,  but  a  Jew 
days  after  they  have  been  removed  quite  a Jew  die  or  look 
very  unhealthy.  Canyon  tell  me  why  they  can  look  so  good 
and  a Jew  days  later  are  just  barely  alive. 

ANSWER:  The  first  thing  that  comes  to  mind  is  what 
environment  were  they  in  before  you  separated  them  from 
the  mother  leaf  and  second  where  did  you  put  them  after 
they  were  potted  up?  When  1  decide  to  separate  the  babies 
from  the  mother  leaf  I  put  the  clumps  to  separate  out  in  open 
trays  to  harden  them  off,  perhaps  three  or  four  days  to  a 
week.  (I  use  the  gray  22"  X  11"  rather  than  a  sweater  box  to 
increase  the  circulation  and  expose  them  to  less  humidity) 
This  is  particularly  important  if  I’m  doing  minis  or  semi  minis 
as  I  tend  to  grow  them  in  covered  sweater  boxes  to  get  them 
going  in  a  hurry.  Consider  the  fact  that  they  have  had  the 
humidity  of  a  little  jungle  and  you  are  planning  to  put  them 
in  a  pot  all  by  themselves.  Second,  when  you  finish  all  the 
babies  do  you  put  them  in  a  tray  with  a  dome  and  let  them 
get  a  fresh  start  in  the  new  lodgings?  If  not  try  at  least 
covering  them  with  plastic  or  putting  them  in  a  somewhat 
enclosed  container.  With  minis  1  find  they  do  best  if  you  put 
them  back  in  the  sweater  box  for  a  week.  Again,  before  you 
put  them  in  their  regular  spot  give  them  a  taste  of  what  is  to 
come  by  removing  the  plastic  or  placing  in  an  open  commu¬ 
nity  tray  where  the  change  in  humidity  is  not  too  great  all  at 
once.  When  repotting  or  separating  plants  I  use  Super- thrive 
to  lessen  shock. 


^^UESTION:  What  do  the  judges  mean  when  they 
%^say  “Less  is  more”?  I  entered  a  design  with  several 
accessories  and  the  judges  seemed  to  think  they  were 
overpowering  the  design. 

ANSWER:  In  doing  a  design  you  are  creating  a  picture 
with  plants  and  plant  materials.  An  accessory  is  just  that, 
something  to  give  the  picture  a  bit  of  accent  and  the 
accessories  need  to  be  to  scale  (not  too  large)  and  not  draw 
the  eye  away  from  the  complete  picture.  When  there  are  five 
or  six  accessories  your  eye  has  a  tendency  to  jump  from  spot 
to  spot  rather  than  enter,  enjoy  the  scene,  and  then  leave.  If 
you  want  to  repeat  a  type  of  planting  or  a  plant,  either 
smaller  or  larger,  this  is  a  more  effective  type  of  accent 


Name  of  columnist  replying  is  in  bold  print 


AGGS  44th  Annual  Convention 
Doubletree  Airport  Westshore  Hotel 
4500  East  Cypress  Street,  Tampa,  FL 
Show  &  Sales  open  to  the  public,  Saturday,  July  8,  9am  -  2:30pm 
For  More  Information: 

Barbara  Matthews  (813)  961-5743  •  Mina  Minish  (813)  681  -  1910 
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Saintpaulia 

confiisa 

Best  Species 
2000  AVS A  National  Show 
Exhibited  by:  Bev  Promersberger 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Rob’s  June  Bug 

Exhibited  &  Hybridized  by: 
Ralph  Robinson 

Miniature 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Optimara  Little  Crystal 

Optimara  Optimara 

Little  Rhodonite  Little  Ruby 

Best  Holtkamp  Collection 
2000  AVSA  National  Show 
Exhibited  by:  Kathy  Lahti 
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by  Bill  Daniels 


Thrips  will  be  your  hardest  insect  to  eradicate.  Thrips  are 
transferred  to  African  violets  in  several  different  ways.  One 
common  transfer  is  from  cut  flowers  from  your  garden. 
Virtually  every  outdoor  blossom,  especially  roses  and  culti¬ 
vated  blooms,  has  a  thrips  infestation.  In  the  summertime, 
when  you  have  your  windows  open,  the  thrips  can  fly  into 
your  violet  room  through  the  screens.  You  can  bring  them  in 
from  your  garden  on  your  clothes.  Thrips  can  also  be  trans¬ 
ferred  to  your  collection  from  new  introductions.  Isolate  new 
arrivals  for  one  to  two  months. 

Description  of  Pest: 

Thrips  are  narrow.  Adult  thrips  are  1/8  of  an  inch  long 
and  as  an  adult  they  can  be  tan,  gray  and  even  yellow. 
Immature  thrips  are  even  seen  as  transparent  and  are  always 
seen  near  the  anthers  of  the  flower. 

Symptoms  of  the  Problem: 

The  most  noticeable  signs  of  thrips  infestation  appear  on 
the  blossoms.  A  heavy  infestation  of  this  insect  results  in 
deformed,  undersized  blossoms. 

Some  other  symptoms  are  the  following: 

Yellow  pollen  spilled  on  the  petals 
White  streaks  on  the  blossoms 
Blossoms  that  drop  prematurely 
Blossoms  that  fail  to  open  completely 
Cemented  petals  when  the  blossoms  open 

Other  sign  of  thrips  are  shown  on  the  leaves  where  the 
most  damage  is  done  to  the  underside  of  the  leaf.  You  might 
see  small  brown  spots  as  the  insects  leave  marks  as  they 
chew  the  plant  leaf.  Leaf  curl  damage  and  the  development 
of  silver  streaks  on  the  under  side  of  the  leaf  is  seen  in 
advanced  stages. 

Control  and  Cure  of  Thrips: 

There  are  many  different  ways  to  eradicate  thrips  rang¬ 
ing  from  household  remedies  to  commercial  chemical  sprays. 
The  different  insecticides  listed  for  thrips  removal  are  Avid, 
Conserve,  Cygon,  Diazinon,  Dursban,  Duraguard  [PT-1325], 
Marathon,  Nicotine,  Orthene,  X-Clude  [PT-1600],  Pt-1300, 
Pinpoint/Velocity,  Schultz  Insect  Spray,  Resmethrin 
[PT-  1200],  Thiodan,  Bioneem  and  Concern. 

To  control  thrips,  you  must  unfortunately  remove  all 


flower  blossoms  and  bud  stalks.  Then  you  spray  with  a  con¬ 
tact  insecticide  to  kill  all  thrips.  Spray  both  over  the  leaves 
and  underneath  them.  Drench  your  soil  to  kill  all  eggs,  as  the 
female  lays  her  eggs  in  the  soil.  Aerial  sprays  are  ‘contact 
only’  insecticides.  You  will  need  to  repeat  the  spraying  3  to  4 
times  to  completely  remove  the  thrips  problem.  Use  caution: 
hold  the  aerial  spray  cans  12  to  15  inches  away  from  the 
African  violets.  The  propellant  used  in  the  aerial  can  cause 
more  damage  to  the  plant  than  the  thrips.  Chemicals  can  be 
hazardous.  Remember  to  read  the  instructions  carefully  on  all 
labels. 

Orthene  powder  is  new  and  effective  against  thrips  and  is 
biodegradable.  Do  not  use  this  product  as  a  soil  drench. 
Liquid  Orthene  can  cause  plant  distortion  and  blossom  color 
change.  Safer  Insecticide  Soap  is  a  milder  insecticide.  You 
need  to  spray  more  often  and  for  a  longer  duration.  Spray 
above  and  below  the  leaves.  You  can  use  the  chemical  as  a 
soil  drench.  Repeat  the  soil  drench  two  or  three  times. 
Bioneem  is  another  mild  insecticide.  A  long  spraying  program 
is  required  because  it  has  less  toxicity.  A  benefit  of  this  prod¬ 
uct  is  its  repellent  quality.  Schultz  Insect  Spray  is  easy  to  use, 
as  it  is  premixed.  It  has  an  active  ingredient,  pyrethrins,  an 
effective  product  known  to  kill  thrips.  The  results  are  good 
but  it  destroys  any  blossoms  you  have  by  discoloring  and 
changing  coloration  for  the  next  blossom  cycle.  Conserve,  is 
a  new  product  out  on  the  market.  There  are  still  several  states 
that  have  not  approved  this  pesticide.  I  have  tested  this  prod¬ 
uct,  and  by  following  the  manufacturer’s  recommended 
instruction  I  have  eradicated  the  thrips  problem.  I  use  a  very 
fine  sprayer  for  my  insecticide  spraying.  The  sprayer  atom¬ 
izes  the  liquid  spray.  Biological  Control  is  available  with  a 
predator  mite,  Amblyseius  cucumeris.  The  mite  feeds  on  the 
youngest  of  thrips,  but  only  eats  one  thrips  a  day.  (Well,  how 
many  thrips  do  you  eat  per  day!)  These  mites  need  to  be  rein¬ 
troduced  weekly  until  all  adult  thrips  are  not  seen  anymore. 
One  other  product  to  use  for  thrips  is  Sticky  White  Fly  Traps. 

One  last  note  about  thrips.  There  are  several  species  of 
these  little  critters.  Unfortunately  the  most  common  thrips  on 
African  violets  is  the  western  flower  thrips,  Frankliniella 
occidentalism  the  most  difficult  to  control. 

From  ‘African  Violet  Leaves,  ’ 
publication  of  the  Illinois  AVS 
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WHAT  IS  WRONG  WITH  MY  DROOPY  PLANT? 

by  Sue  Gardner  •  Australia 


Have  you  suddenly  discovered  a  sad,  droopy  plant  in  your  collection  of  African  violets? 
What  is  the  reason?  How  can  you  fix  it? 

Perform  the  following  checks  to  find  the  cause  so  that  you  can  remedy  the  situation. 


Check  for  these  symptoms 

Cause 

Remedy 

Older  drooping  leaves  jelly-like. 

Rim  of  pot  shows  fertilizer  deposit. 

Petiole  rot. 

Remove  older  leaves;  clean  up  plant  and  repot. 

Outer  drooping  leaves  watery  and 
limp  after  hot  weather. 

Heat  Stroke. 

Remove  affected  leaves.  Repot  if  necessary. 

Soil  very  dry. 

Drought! 

Water  plant  small  amounts  at  a  time,  spray 
foliage  with  warm  water.  Remove  flowers. 

Pot  heavy  with  water. 

Waterlogging  of 
roots. 

Drain  water  by  placing  on  newspaper;  loosen 
soil  a  little  to  let  in  air. 

Water  in  reservoir  shows  too  much  color, 
indicating  too  much  fertilizer. 

Too  much 
fertilizer  in 
potting  mix. 

Wash  roots  free  of  potting  mix  and  repot  plant 
in  fresh  potting  mix. 

Potting  mix  smells  or  plant  is  wobby. 

Root  and/or  lower  stem  appear  brown. 

Crown  rot  or 

root  rot. 

Take  a  crown  cutting  free  of  rot  and  start  again. 

Plant  has  recently  been  repotted. 

Transplant  shock. 

Place  plant  in  a  plastic  bag  for  a  few  days 
until  recovered. 

When  the  plant  is  removed  from  the  pot, 
small  white  insects  shaped  like  grains  of 
rice  move  very  slowly  around  the  roots. 

Soil  mealy 
bug. 

Thke  a  crown  cutting,  wash  well  and  place  cutting 
in  a  small  pot  of  clean  potting  mix.  Place  pot  in  a 
plastic  bag.  Check  potting  mix  to  ensure  pests  are 
no  longer  present  before  removing  pot  from  bag. 

Plant  seems  healthy  except  for  droop. 

Stems  not 
too  strong. 

Place  a  collar  under  leaves  for  support.  Ensure 
plant  has  enough  water,  food  and  good  conditions. 
Plant  should  regain  strength  and  stop  drooping. 

It  is  a  good  idea  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  on  your  plants  to  prevent  problems  from  developing.  Happy  growing! 

From  the  Newsletter  of  the  Early  Mom  AV  Group  Australia 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Wild,  Wild  West 

Best  Interpretive  Plant  Arrangement 
2000  AVSA  National  Show 
2nd  Best  Design 
Exhibited  by:  Judith  Carter 
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'M.Qon  ifi 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  Used  for  destroying 
noxious  growths,  weeds,  pests,  etc.,  and  for  cultivating. 

tn  Xmp(is> 

Productive  and  moist,  earthy  and  feminine.  Used  for  plant¬ 
ing  many  crops,  particularly  potatoes  and  root  crops,  and  when 
hardiness  is  important.  Also  used  for  lettuce,  cabbage,  and  sim¬ 
ilar  leafy  vegetables. 

Barren  and  dry,  airy  and  masculine.  Used  for  destroying 
noxious  growths,  weeds  and  pests,  and  for  cultivation. 

Moon  Ccmcer 

Very  fruitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine.  This  is  the 
most  productive  sign,  used  extensively  for  planting  and 
irrigation. 

Moon  c*n 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  This  is  the  most 
barren  sign,  used  only  for  killing  weeds  and  for  cultivation. 

Moon  cn  "¥(>90 

Barren  and  moist,  earthy  and  feminine.  Good  for  cultiva¬ 
tion  and  destroying  weeds  and  pests. 


Moon  cn 

Semi-fruitfiil  and  moist,  airy  and  masculine.  Used  for 
planting  many  crops  and  producing  good  pulp  growth  and 
roots.  A  veiy  good  sign  for  flowers  and  vines.  Also  used  for 
seeding  hay,  corn  fodder,  etc. 

Moon  cn  Scor^co 

Veiy  fruitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine.  Nearly  as 
productive  as  Cancer;  used  for  the  same  purposes.  Especially 
good  for  vine  growth  and  sturdiness. 

Moon  (n 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  Used  for  planting 
onions,  seeding  hay,  and  for  cultivation. 

Moon  cn  Ca^T'tcof'n 

Productive  and  dry,  earthy  and  feminine.  Used  for  plant¬ 
ing  potatoes,  tubers,  etc. 

Moon  (‘n 

Barren  and  dry,  airy  and  masculine.  Used  for  cultivation 
and  destroying  noxious  growths,  weeds,  and  pests. 

Moon  ('n 

Very  fruitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine.  Used  along 
with  Cancer  and  Scorpio,  especially  good  for  root  growth. 


July  Moon  'able 


Date 

Sign 

Element 

Nature 

Phase 

1  Sat. 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

New  2:20  pm 

2  Sun.  9:38  pm 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

3  Mon. 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

41116. 10:19  pm 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

1st 

5  Wed. 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

1st 

6  Thu. 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

1st 

7Fri.  1:47  am 

Libra 

Ait 

Semi-fruit 

1st 

8  Sat. 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruit 

2nd  7:53  am 

9  Sun.  8:48  am 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd 

10  Mon. 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitllil 

2nd 

11  l\ie.  7:06  pm 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

12  Wed. 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

13  Thu. 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

14  Fri.  7:27  am 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruit 

2nd 

15  Sat. 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruit 

2nd 

16  Sun.  8:27  pm 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

Full  8:55  am 

17  Mon. 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

3rd 

18  The. 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

3rd 

19  Wed.  8:44  am 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

3rd 

20  Thu. 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

3rd 

21  Fri.  7:09  pm 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

22  Sat. 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

23  Sun. 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

24  Mon.  2:44  am 

Thurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruit 

4th  6:02  am 

25  The. 

Thurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruit 

4th 

26  Wed.  7:01  am 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

4th 

27  Thu. 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

4th 

28  Fri.  8:30  am 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th 

29  Sat. 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th 

30  Sun.  8:23  am 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

New  9:25  pm 

31  Mon. 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

August  Moon  able 


Date 

Sign 

Element 

Nature 

Phase 

1  Tue.  8:27  am 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

1st 

2  Wed. 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

1st 

3  Thu.  10:31  am 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruit 

1st 

4  Fri. 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruit 

1st 

5  Sat.  4:04  pm 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fraitful 

1st 

6  Sun. 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd  8:02  pm 

7  Mon. 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fniitflil 

2nd 

8  Tue.  1:30  am 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

9  Wed. 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

10  Thu.  1:44  pm 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruit 

2nd 

11  Fri. 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruit 

2nd 

12  Sat. 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruit 

2nd 

13  Sun.  2:43  am 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

2nd 

14  Mon. 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

2nd 

15  Tue.  2:41  pm 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

Full  12:13  am 

16  Wed. 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

3rd 

17  Thu. 

Pisces 

Water 

Fmitful 

3rd 

18  Fri.  12:44  am 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

19  Sat. 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

20  Sun.  8:31  am 

Thurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruit 

3rd 

21  Mon. 

Thurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruit 

3rd 

22  Tue.  1:55  pm 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

4th  1:51  pm 

23  Wed. 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

4th 

24  Thu.  4:59  pm 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th 

25  Fri. 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th 

26  Sat.  6:17  pm 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

4th 

27  Sun. 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

4th 

28  Mon.  6:55  pm 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

4th 

29  Tue. 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

New  5:19  am 

30  Wed.  8:33  pm 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruit 

1st 

31  Thu. 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruit 

1st 

Reprinted  with  permission from  Llewellyn 's  2000  Moon  Sign  Book. 
published  by  Llewellyn  Publications,  (pages  40,  42),  ISBN  1-56718-953-9 
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Mary  Corondan 
7205  Dillon  Court 
Plano,  TX  75024 


AVC  OF  GREATER  KANSAS  CITY,  MO  -  Winners: 
Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Makin’  Romance,  Natchurly 
Nawlins,  Ness’  Coral  Sunset;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection: 
Irish  Flirt,  Rob’s  Macho  Devil,  Rob’s  Perfect  Peach;  Best 
Semiminiature:  Irish  Flirt,  Julie  Fox.  Best  in  Show/Best 
Standard:  Makin’  Romance,  Marsha  Loveland.  Best 
Miniature:  Tiny  Moon  Goddess,  Pat  Richards.  Best  Trailer: 
Rob’s  Lilli  Pilli;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Sue  Hill.  Best 
Gesneriad:  Nematanthus  ‘Tropicana’,  Rick  Millicaan.  Best 
Design,  Nancy  Moerer.  Design  Sweepstakes,  Linda  Stanfill. 

AVS  OF  GREATER  TULSA,  OK  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Sweet  Amy  Sue,  Pink  Star  Lou,  Ellie 
Gardner,  Margaret  Condit.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Natchurly  Nawlins,  Halo’s  Aglitter,  Ness’  Viking 
Frost,  Malvene  Lirt.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s 
Pink  Puff,  Rob’s  Whippoorwill,  Ness’  Mini  Sota;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Jo  Ellen  Corley.  Best  in  Show/Best 
Semiminiature:  Rob’s  Fuddy  Duddy,  John  Carter.  Best 
Standard:  Storytella’s  Mowgli,  Kari  Long.  Best  Miniature: 
Peppy  Pink,  Judy  Carter.  Best  Trailer:  Rob’s  Stickey  Wicket’; 
Best  Gesneriad:  Columnea  ‘Aladdin’s  Lamp’,  Edna 
McCawley.  Best  Design,  Phyllis  Enos.  Design  Sweepstakes, 
Patricia  Sutton. 

ALPHA  AVS,  FIRST  AVS  OF  DALLAS,  FIRST 
NIGHTER  AVS  OF  DALLAS,  TX  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Barbara  Ann,  Louise  Constant,  Picasso; 
Best  in  Show/Best  Miniature:  Mickey  Mouse;  Best  Standard: 
Louise  Constant,  Martha  Turner.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Vintage  Wine,  Tomahawk,  Lela  Marie;  2nd  Best 
AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Dean’s  Sonata,  Ness’  Cranberry 
Swirl,  Rob's  Outer  Orbit,  Mary  Corondan.  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Scooter,  Rob’s  Fuzzy  Navel,  Rob’s 
Fuddy  Duddy,  Richard  Nicholas.  Best  Semiminiature:  Red 
Bandito,  Ann  Nicholas.  Best  Trailer:  Champagne  Pink,  Mary 
Lou  Saunders.  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  velutina;  Best 
Gesneriad:  Chirita  sinensis  ‘Hisako’,  Bill  Foster.  Best  Design; 


Design  Sweepstakes,  Janice  Davidson.  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Hortense  Pittman. 

FANTASY  AVC,  FL  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Rob’s  Hallucination;  Rob’s  Fuddy  Duddy,  Rob’s 
Fiddle  Faddle;  Best  in  Show/Best  Semiminiature:  Sport  of  Teen 
Thunder,  Norma  Vila.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection: 
Knight  Magic,  Dawn  Michelle,  Optimara  Little  Moonstone; 
Best  Miniature:  Knight  Magic,  Fran  Carson.  Best  Standard: 
Patrick,  Ann  Gramstorff.  Best  Trailer:  Orchid  Trail;  Best 
Design,  Claudette  Brown.  Best  Gesneriad:  xCodonatanthus 
‘Thmbourine’,  Pat  Dupke. 

MEMPHIS  AVS,  TN  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Raspberry  Crisp,  Bud’s  Cassie,  Picasso;  Best 
Miniature:  Ness’  Angel  Babe;  Best  Trailer:  Rob’s  Boolaroo; 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Geneva  Stagg.  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Mini  Papa,  Ethel  Twiford,  Wee  Be, 
Brenda  Brasfield.  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard:  Lela  Marie; 
Best  Semiminiature:  Rob’s  Fuddy  Duddy,  Lee  Smith.  Best 
Design,  Iona  Pair.  Design  Sweepstakes,  Ginger  Ilardi. 

SOUTH  COAST  AVS,  CA  -  Winners:  Best  in  Show/Best 
Standard:  Whirligig  Star,  Marilee  Beam.  Best  Semiminiature: 
Irish  Angel;  Best  Miniature:  Spring  Peach;  Best  Design, 
Jacquie  Eisenhut.  Best  Trailer:  Cherokee  Trail;  Best 
Gesneriad:  Streptocarpus  ‘Bristol's  Blue  Bird’;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Hans  Inpijn.  Best  species:  Saintpaulia grandi- 
Jolia  #299,  Jim  Turner.  Design  Sweepstakes,  Everdina 
Inpijn. 

SPRING  BRANCH  AVC,  TX  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Vince’s  Choice,  Rodeo  Country,  Apache 
Victory;  Best  Standard:  Rodeo  Country;  Best  Design,  J.  C, 
Munk.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  This  Bud’s  Mine, 
Optimara  Harlequin,  Picasso;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection: 
Irish  Flirt,  Optimara  Little  Hopi  II,  Rob’s  Pink  Puff;  Best 
Miniature:  Optimara  Little  Tlirquoise;  Best  Trailer:  Foster  Trail; 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Meredith  Hall.  Best  in  Show/Best 
Semiminiature:  Ness’  Crinkle  Blue,  Vicki  Crider.  Best 
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Gesneriad:  xCodonatanthus ,  Irish  Wright.  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Jane  Rexilius. 

TAMPA  AVS,  FL  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Mindi  Brooke,  Rodeo  Country,  Southern  Beauty; 
Best  AVSA  Mini/Senii  Collection:  Ness’  Crinkle  Blue,  Rob’s 
Sarsparilla,  Ness’  Sheer  Peach;  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard; 
Ness’  Blue  Wave;  Best  Semiminiature:  Ness’  Crinkle  Blue; 
Best  Trailer:  Marion’s  Enchanted  Trail;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Peggy  Waller.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Painted  Sunrise,  Jazzy  Jewel,  llger;  Best  Miniature: 
Teen  Glow;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  rupicola,  Mina 
Menish.  Best  Gesneriad:  Smithiantha  ‘Junko’,  Jo  Anne 
Martinez.  Best  Design,  Lucille  Chester.  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Mary  Lou  Hardin. 

TUCSON  AVS,  AZ  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Optimara  Michelangelo,  Optimara  Monet,  Optimara 
Leonardo  Davinci;  Best  Standard:  Garnet  Halo,  Doris  Morris. 
2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection;  Maas’  Chris,  Sundown, 


Granger’s  Fantasy  Lace,  Hattie  Baggett.  Best  in  Show/Best 
Semiminiature:  Ness’  Crinkle  Blue;  Best  Gesneriad; 
Strep  tocarpus  ‘Bristol’s  Blue  Lemon’;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Carolyn  Anderson.  Best  Trailer;  Ruth’s  Girl, 
Loretta  Browning.  Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes, 
Barbara  Fuller. 

UPPER  PINELLAS  AVS,  FL  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Fisherman’s  Paradise,  Bertha, 
Grandmother’s  Halo;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Ness’ 
Cranberry  Swirl,  Hector,  Rob’s  Hot  Foot;  Best  in  Show/Best 
Standard:  Grandmother’s  Halo;  Best  Semiminiature:  Ness’ 
Cranberry  Swirl;  Best  Miniature:  Hula  Hoop;  Best  Trailer:  Pixie 
Show-off;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  diplotricha  Punter  #7; 
Best  Gesneriad:  Codonanthe  camosa  ’Frances  Batcheller’; 
Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes, 
Phyllis  King.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Tomahawk,  Windy  Day,  Nortex’s  Fantasy  Haven,  Peggy 
Waller. 


Boyce  Edens  Research  Fund 

Marlene  Buck 

17235  N.  106th  Avenue  •  Sun  City,  AZ  85373-1958 

Donations  received  from  February  1,  2000  -  March  31,  2000 


AVS  of  Pensacola,  Pensacola,  FL . $10.00 

In  memory  of  Mildred  Muller  of  Jacksonville, 

FL,  sister  ofKatriana  Childress 
AVS  Of  Minnesota,  Saint  Paul,  MN . 15.00 

In  memory  of  Myrtle  Rist 

Evelyn  J.  Boyer,  Austin,  TX . .  .  20.00 

Donalda  Ferguson,  Montgomery,  AL . 5.00 

Ralph  A.  Mancusi,  Orange  Park,  FL . 2.00 

Elena  Martinez,  Miami,  FL . 10.00 

Metropolitan  St.  Louis  AV  Council . 10.00 

Mary'  M.  Lloyd,  Lodi,  CA . 10.00 

F.  Eleanor  Mattaliano,  Tnton  Falls,  NJ . . .  10.00 

Lake  Shore  AVS,  Evanston,  IL . 20.00 

Laurel  D.  Goretsky,  Calgary,  Canada  ....  10.00 

Edward  Hill,  Esko,  MN .  5.00 

Tfistate  AV  Council,  Bordentown,  NJ  .  .  .  .  25.00 

Daniel  Ringhand,  New  Glams,  WI . 10.00 

Gail  Graf,  Bloomington,  MN . 5.00 

In  memory  of  Clarence  Johnson 

Christopher  Flick,  Old  Saybrook,  CT . 5.00 

Joan  Hraban,  Briacliff  Manor,  NY . 10.00 

W.  F.  Peterson,  Downey,  CA . 5.00 

Springfield  Chapter  of 

AVS,  Springfield.  MO . 25.00 

Phyllis  G.  Harrod,  Washington,  DC  ......  5.00 

Katherine  Elliott,  Molalla,  OR . 10.00 

Mickey  Eberle,  Menomonee  Falls,  WI . . . .  5.00 

G.  E.  Harmon,  New  York,  NY . 5.00 

Cecelia  Seidel,  Hayward,  CA . 5.00 

Ruth  Wheeler,  DaUas,  TX . . . .  5.00 

William  Smedley,  Winchester,  VA  . . 5.00 

Arnold  W.  MueUer,  Vista,  CA . 28.00 

Onalee  H.  McEwen,  Houston,  TX  ......  .  5.00 

Dorothy  Ida  Peterson,  Bakersfield,  CA _ 5.00 

Eileen  M.  Mors,  Durham,  NC . 5.00 


Doris  A.  Jolley,  Batesville,  MS . $10.00 

Daniel  R.  Mifier,  Wausau,  WI . 5.00 

Melissa  Shopnitz,  Loveland,  CO . 10.00 


Mickey  Eberle,  Menomonee  Falls,  WI  . .  100.00 
In  remembrance  of  my  husband 
Henry  Eberle 

Albuquerque  AV  Club,  Albuquerque,  NM. .  25.00 

Viking  Violettes,  St.  Paul,  MN . 10.00 

Vera  M.  Parker,  Stockton,  CA . 10.00 

In  memory  of  Evelyn  L.  Gould 
The  Late  Bloomers  AVS,  Monroe,  WI.  .  .  .  40.00 
In  memory  of  Mildred  Albright 

The  Margaret  Scott  AVS,  Urkana,  IL - 25.00 

In  memory  of  long  time  member  and 
dearjriend,  Vita  Doyle 

AVS  of  Philadelphia,  Phfiadelphia,  PA  .  .  .  25.00 
To  honor  the  memory  of  Mrs.  Helen  Ralph 
To  honor  the  memory  of  Mrs.  Ruth  Witcher 
Missouri  Valley  AV  Council,  Tlilsa,  OK ...  .  3.00 
Gwen  Goodship-Patience,  Berks  England  .  20.00 

Ellen  S.  Frilseth,  Roseville,  MN . 15.00 

In  memory  of  Opal  Hurxter 
The  Gypsy  AV  Club,  Richmond,  IN  ....  154,00 
The  treasury  of  our  disbanded  club  is  given 
in  memory  qfOna  Barnhart  who  strived  to 
keep  our  club  together  until  her  death  two 


years  ago 

San  Joaquin  AVS,  Stockton,  CA. . . . 25.00 

In  memory  of  Evelyn  L.  Gould, 
a  special  friend  &  lovely  lady 
Leonard  P.  Re,  Fountain  Valley,  CA .  .  .  .  .  20.00 
In  memory  of  Mary  Sherry 

Capital  City  AVS,  Woodland,  CA  _ _ _ _  25.00 

In  loving  memory  of  long  time 
member  Waneta  Glesener 


Anna  Noe,  Winthrop,  MA . $5.00 

'Ihstana  AVS,  Costa  Mesa,  CA . . .  10.00 

In  loving  memory  of  long  time  member 
Waneta  Glisener 

Mae  Dodson,  Baltimore,  MD . 5.00 

Udell  Barriere  Blow,  Wichita  Falls,  TX  ....  2.00 
Amethyst  AVC,  Chesterfield,  MO. ..... .  10.00 

Lois  Szostak,  Garden  City,  NY . 5.00 

Amo  C.  Tellier,  Sr.,  Milwaukee,  WI . 5.00 

Beverly  Volk,  Allentown,  PA . 3.00 

D.  K.  Yeager,  Helena,  MT .  .  .  .  . . 10.00 

Hattie  Baggett,  Tlicson,  AZ . .  2.00 

Tlistana  AVS,  Costa  Mesa,  CA . 10.00 

Ruby  F.  Parker,  Shreveport,  LA . 5.00 

Tom  W.  Clark,  Charlotte,  NC . 20.00 

Robin  O'ferrell,  Akron,  OH . 20.00 

Marilyn  Heinrich,  East  Northport,  NY  . . .  10.00 

Sandy  Officer,  Bloomington,  MN . 10.00 

Virginia  Barthelemy,  Thmpa,  FL . 2.00 

Bermuda  AVS,  Hamilton,  Bermuda . 50.00 

Jean  M.  Rogers,  New  Bedford,  MA . 3.00 

Tbudy  Blanchard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA . 5.00 

Kathleen  M.  Stottle,  Pittsfiend,  MA . 5.00 

Carole  Domnitz,  Bellmore,  NY . 5.00 

Larry  Robinson,  Lincoln,  NE . 50.00 

Barbara  H.  Wemess,  Coon  Rapids,  MN  .  .  10.00 

Judith  Hess,  Greendale,  WI . 3.00 

Kathleen  Markiewicz,  St.Petersburg,  FL. . .  5.00 

Oshkosh  Violet  Society,  Omro,  WI . . 20.00 

Phoebe  Hahn,  Berkeley  Heights,  NJ . 10.00 

Lynn  Wallach,  Westport,  CT . . 10.00 

Shawn  Moedl,  llitzing,  Germany . 2.50 

Wilma  McCain,  Mulberry,  AR . 5.00 

Stephanie  Jeffery,  Germantown,  MD  . . .  .  10.00 
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Pat  Richards 
15105  S.  Seminole  Drive 
Olathe,  KS  66062-3004 
email:  Patter257@aolcom 


It’s  deep  summer,  and  if  you’re  like  me,  during  these 
long,  hot  summer  days,  a  mid-afternoon  break  in  the  cool  air- 
conditioning  with  a  cold  drink  is  perfect!  Hence,  this  month’s 
column  will  be  “words”  for  thought,  perfect  for  contemplation 
during  these  restful  moments. 

CULTURE  IS  RELATIVE 

In  mid- April  it  was  my  great  honor  and  privilege  to  visit  the 
African  Violet  Council  of  Florida  at  their  spring  meeting  in 
Orlando.  My  talk  differed  veiy  little  from  any  other  I’d  given  on 
the  small  ones,  yet  during  the  discussion  it  became  obvious  that 
only  some  of  the  “standard”  advice  pertaining  to  growing  small 
ones,  and  African  violets  generally,  applied  to  these  Florida 
growers.  These  individuals  face  an  entirely  different  set  of  prob¬ 
lems  than  most  growers  around  the  country,  and  yet  they  grow 
absolutely  superb  African  violets!  I  believe  I  learned  more  from 
this  rather  august  group  of  growers  than  they  from  me,  as  it 
became  apparent  what  everyone  recommends  is  not  what 
everyone  does,  and  what  everyone  does  is  definitely  not  what 
everyone  should!  The  longer  the  discussion  continued,  the  more 
frequently  an  old  adage  was  reiterated:  “Culture  is  Relative”. 

CONTRADICTIONS  GALORE 

Let’s  start  with  temperature.  During  the  talk,  slides  were 
shown  of  the  same  cultivar  grown  by  two  very  different  and 
equally  exceptional  growers  from  the  Kansas  City.  Sue  Hill 
grows  her  plants  very  warm  year  round,  in  a  range  from  75 
degrees  to  85  degrees.  Her  plant  had  elongated  petioles  show¬ 
ing  more  open  growth,  with  single  blossoms  showing  pale 
bloom  coloration.  On  the  other  hand,  Gene  Loveland  knows 
the  distinct  advantages  of  growing  cool,  keeping  his  condi¬ 
tions  between  60  and  65  degrees,  especially  during  the  last 
few  weeks  before  show.  His  plant  showed  perfect  foliage  over¬ 
lap  (the  melted  butter  effect),  with  semi  double  blossoms 
exhibiting  much  more  vivid  coloration  than  Sue’s.  Hence,  the 
belief  African  violets  like  the  same  temperatures  as  humans 
didn’t  hold  true  in  this  case.  Instead,  there  is  distinct  evidence 
that  growing  on  the  cool  side  makes  for  a  more  compact  plant 
with  better  blossom  color! 


When  I  showed  these  slides  to  the  Florida  group,  a  large 
GUFFAW  broke  out,  and  understandably  so.  They  indicated 
their  temperatures  run  in  the  75  to  85  degree  range 
constantly,  and  to  grow  any  cooler  would  bankrupt  them.  I 
also  learned  that  the  basements  northerners  come  to  appreci¬ 
ate  as  excellent  storage  area  for  stuff  we  really  should  be 
getting  rid  of,  and  instead  serve  as  superbly  cool  growing  loca¬ 
tions  for  our  beloved  plants  (much  to  the  chagrin  of  our  sig¬ 
nificant  others),  are  virtually  unheard  of  in  Florida.  Instead 
they  must  kick  either  children  or  spouses  or  parents  out  of 
their  bedrooms,  build  an  additional  room,  or  simply  grow  their 
plants  throughout  their  homes  wherever  they  find  the  space, 
and,  of  course,  making  these  areas  cooler  for  more  desirable 
plant  growth  is  to  be  laughed  at! 

Moving  on  to  humidity,  residents  of  the  sunshine  state 
admitted  they  have  tons  of  it  outside,  yet  inside,  with  air 
conditioning  almost  year  round  and  condensers  running 
constantly,  they  must  fight  to  raise  humidity  (it  should  be 
between  40-60%  for  optimum  results).  Given  the  fact 
evaporation  rates  are  tremendous  as  opposed  to  landlocked 
growers,  watering  must  be  done  more  frequently  using  less 
fertilizer  (l/8th  and  even  1/1 6th  teaspoon  per  gallon). 

When  the  weather  cools,  the  condensers  go  off,  and 
humidity  becomes  a  problem.  An  easy  remedy  is  to  allow 
more  space  between  plants,  which  also  improves  air 
circulation  and  helps  ward  off  mildew.  Contrast  this  with  my 
slides,  which  show  plants  packed  together  on  my  plant 
stands,  almost,  but  not  quite  touching  each  other!  This  also 
resulted  in  a  large  GUFFAW,  as  in  Florida,  an  arrangement 
such  as  this  is  a  veritable  “welcome  mat”  for  all  sorts  of 
pathogens.  To  reiterate,  culture  is  relative! 

SHEDDING  SOME  LIGHT 

Local  growers  have  known  for  years  that  my  grow¬ 
ing  area  has  lights  on  in  any  given  area  of  the  room  24 
hours  a  day.  This,  too,  goes  against  conventional  wis¬ 
dom  propounding  plants  need  a  “dark”  period  every  day 
to  allow  the  photosynthesis  cycle  to  be  completed. 

My  needs  differ  though.  I  have  a  very  small  room. 
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11x11  feet,  in  which  24  four  foot  fixtures  have  been  placed. 
Neither  my  husband  nor  I  show  any  electrical  aptitude  what¬ 
soever,  so  we  play  it  safe  by  allowing  certain  lights  to  be  on 
at  any  give  time.  Add  to  that,  very  large  windows  on  three 
walls  of  this  room.  Even  with  mini  blinds  closed,  light  seeps 
in.  This  is  why  the  light  requirements  for  my  plants  are  mini¬ 
mal  compared  to  most  growers: 

Conventional  wisdom  says  10-12  hours  are  adequate;  I 
get  by  on  8-10  hours  per  day.  Moreover,  when  pushing  plants 
into  bloom  for  show,  I  rarely  have  the  lights  on  for  more  than 
12  hours,  while  experts  recommend  14-16  hours. 

What’s  the  moral  here?  Observe  your  plants  when  adjust¬ 
ing  for  light.  Judge  by  the  way  their  foliage  lays  and  its  over¬ 
lap,  not  by  what  is  recommended.  At  the  end  of  the  light  peri¬ 
od,  look  at  your  plants.  If  they’re  yellow  and  bleached  they’re 
receiving  too  much  light.  If  your  plants  are  growing  open  (you 
can  see  the  soil  through/between  the  petioles  and  leaves) ,  and 
they  don’t  have  good  overlap,  it’s  one  of  two  things:  heredity 
or  insufficient  light.  If  the  former,  you’d  better  really  love  that 
plant  to  allow  it  to  remain  on  your  shelves. 

REPOTTING  REVISITED 

Conventional  wisdom  tells  us  to  use  slightly  moistened 
soil-less  mix  when  repotting.  This  ensures  the  mix  is  evenly 
moistened,  with  no  dry  pockets.  Also,  it  allows  for  the  plant  to 
rapidly  recover  without  over  watering. 

Given  this.  I’ll  offer  my  method,  and  that  of  a  few  other 
respected  growers;  use  a  dry  mix.  The  benefit,  particularly 


with  the  small  ones,  is  that  it  is  much  easier  to  ensure  the  soil 
has  filled  the  pot  and  no  air  pockets  remain  as  can  happen 
with  a  moist  mix.  It  is  easy  to  spoon  the  soil  into  the  pot  and 
let  it  fill  in.  While  watering  is  required  immediately  after  repot¬ 
ting,  there  are  distinct  advantages  to  this,  namely  leaching 
and  an  excellent  opportunity  to  use  any  of  a  number  of  prod¬ 
ucts  that  promote  root  development  (generally,  look  for  a 
product  that  is  labeled  to  promote  root  development  or  that  is 
high  in  phosphorous) .  The  downside  is  African  violets  repot¬ 
ted  in  this  fashion  should  be  placed  back  onto  their  watering 
system  in  a  reserved  fashion,  as  their  pots  are  full  of  water  and 
the  soil  very  moist  which  can  lead  to  root  rot.  Generally,  this 
can  be  avoided  with  good  practice  and  a  drying  out  period 
depending  on  the  heaviness  of  your  potting  mix  (heavier 
mixes  need  more  time  to  dry  out) . 

YOUR  TURN 

What  works  for  you,  and  what  doesn’t?  I  invite  all  read¬ 
ers  to  share  with  me  their  experiences  and  examples  of  “cul¬ 
ture  is  relative”.  If  you  have  particular  success  with  the  small 
ones,  write  me  about  it!  Ideas,  inventions,  etc.  are  welcome, 
too!  Also,  a  few  years  ago  I  prepared  a  bibliography  of  articles 
done  in  the  African  Violet  Magazine  pertaining  to  the  small 
ones.  If  you’d  like  a  copy,  please  write  me  and  enclose  a  self 
addressed  stamped  envelope.  I’d  be  happy  to  send  it  to  you. 

Next  time  we’ll  review  the  winning/intriguing/newly 
introduced  small  ones  on  exhibit  at  the  Omaha  Convention. 
Have  a  great  summer! 


Gearing  Up  for 

Chicago 


With  the  Omaha  Convention  behind  us,  let’s  look  for¬ 
ward  to  Chicago.  I  know  that  most  affiliates  are  on  vacation 
for  the  summer,  but  let’s  not  forget  that  we  need  to  get  the 
award  donations  in  for  the  Chicago  2001  Convention.  It 
seems  so  far  away,  but  2001  will  be  here  before  we  know 
it  and  you  or  your  affiliate  do  not  want  to  be  left  out.  This 
is  a  way  to  participate  in  convention  even  if  you  can’t 
attend. 

I  know  (from  personal  experience)  that  awards  are  great¬ 
ly  appreciated  by  the  recipients.  It  is  a  joy  to  grow  African 
violets,  gesneriads  and  put  together  designs.  The  hard  part  is 
getting  them  to  the  convention  city  with  minimal  damage  or 
stress.  Let’s  reward  the  efforts  of  the  exhibitors.  Please  make 
your  checks  payable  to  AVSA  CONVENTION  FUND  and  mail 
them  to: 


Mrs.  Linda  L.  Golubski 

AVSA  Awards  Committee  Chairman 

1416  N.W.  A  Street 
Blue  Springs,  MO  64015-3605 
(816)  229-2051  after  6:00  P.M.  Central  Time 
golubski@kc.net 


As  a  member  of  the  Missouri  Valley  African  Violet 
Council,  your  Omaha  hosting  affiliate,  I  want  to  say  thank 
you  for  attending  our  convention  and  hope  you  enjoyed 
yourself  as  much  as  we  enjoyed  hosting  you.  A  special 
thanks  to  the  award  donors  for  their  generosity. 
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AVSA  BOOSTER  FUND 

Bill  Lyons  •  38  Indian  Creek  Drive  •  Levittown,  PA  19057 
CONTRIBUTIONS  1  FEBRUARY  TO  31  MARCH  2000 


Cecelia  Winfield,  North  Brunswick,  NJ . $  5,00 

F.  Eleanor  Mattaliano,  Tlnton  Falls,  N} . 10.00 

AVS  of  Minnesota,  St.  Paul,  MN . 15.00 

In  memory  of  Myrtle  Rist 

Donna  Ferguson,  Montgomery,  AL . 5.00 

Alma  Hummer,  San  Antonio,  TX . 5.00 

Ralph  Mancusi,  Orange  Park,  FL . 3.00 

Ruby  Cox,  Kansas  City,  MO . 10.00 

Dolores  Harrington,  Fridley,  MN . 10.00 

Gail  Graf,  Bloomington,  MN . 5.00 

In  memory  of  Clarence  Johnson 

Christopher  Flick,  Old  Saybrook,  CT . 5.00 

Jill  Fischer,  Berkeley  Heights,  NJ . 2.00 

Anita  Rudolph,  Garden  City,  NY . 5.00 

Tristate  AV  Council,  Morristown,  NJ . 25.00 

Evelyn  Boyer,  Austin,  TX . 20.00 

Metropolitan  St.  Louis  AV  Council,  St.  Louis,  MO . 15.00 

Mickey  Eberle,  Menomonee  Falls,  W1 . 5.00 

Cecelia  Seidel,  Hayward,  CA . 5.00 

Bill  &  Paula  Foster,  Mesquite,  TX . 25.00 

In  reminiscence  of  Agnes  Duncan,  mother  of  Meredith  Hall 
Apply  to  new  Technology  Upgrade  Account 

Arnold  Mueller,  Vista,  CA . 20.00 

Phyliss  Harrod,  Washington,  DC . 5.00 

Barbara  Burde,  Simi  Valley,  CA . 25.00 

AVSA  Executive  Committee . 70.00 

In  memory  of  Agnes  Duncan.  Meredith  Hall’s  mother. 

Apply  to  Technology  Upgrade  Fund 

Onalee  McEwen,  Houston,  TX . 5.00 

Apply  to  Technology  Upgrade  Fund 

Yvonne  Ozio,  Morgan  City,  LA . 20.00 

In  memory  of  Agnes  Duncan,  Meredith  Hall’s  mother. 

Apply  to  Beaumont  Upgrade  Account 

Marion  Zoller,  Arlington,  TN . 10.00 

Charlotte  Wolf,  Ann  Arbor,  MI . 20.00 

Stella  Richardson,  Riverside,  CA . 10.00 

Jane  Rexilius,  Houston,  TX . 25.00 

Irr  memory  of  Meredith  Hall’s  mother,  Agnes  Duncan. 

Apply  to  new  Technology  Upgrade  Account 

Carolyn  Nixon,  Tolono,  IL . 10.00 

Jeanne  Maier,  Lynbrook,  NY . 5.00 

Helen  Handwerk,  Lakewood,  CO . 20.00 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  Ramser,  Wichita  Falls,  TX . 10.00 

In  memory  of  Agres  Duncan,  mother  of  Meredith  Hall 
Apply  to  Office  Technology  Upgrade 

Peggy  Eaton,  Brighton,  MA . 10.00 

Nancy  Yano,  Honolulu,  HI . 10.00 

Renee  Victor,  Teaneck,  NJ . 5.00 

Janet  Robertson,  Seal  Beach,  CA . 20.00 

Lois  Buschke,  Morris  Plains,  NJ . 15.00 

Union  County  Chapter  AVSA,  Scotch  Plains,  NJ . 15.00 

In fond  memory  of  Mabel  Krouse,  until  recently, 
an  active  104 year  old  club  member 

Beverly  Volk,  Allentown,  PA . 3.00 

Mae  Dodson,  Baltimore,  MD . 5.00 

Lois  Szostak,  Garden  City,  NY . 5.00 


Arno  Tellier,  Sr.,  Milwaukee,  WI . $5.00 

Udell  Barriere  Blow,  Wichita  Falls,  TX . 2.00 

Charles  &  Esther  Edwards  Wells,  Liberty,  MO . 25.00 

In  memory  of  Agnes  Duncan,  mother  of  Meredith  Hall 
Apply  to  Beaumont  Technology  Upgade  Account 

Capital  City  AVS,  Woodland,  CA . 25.00 

Anna  Noe,  Winthrop,  MA . 5.00 

Amethyst  AVC,  Chesterfield,  MO . 10.00 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  Ramser,  Wichita  Falls,  TX . 15.00 

In  memory  oj  Shirley  Kelly,  sister  of  Mary  Walbrick. 

Apply  to  Beaumont  Technology  Upgade  Fwrd 

First  AVS  of  Wichita  Falls,  Wichita  Falls,  TX . 10.00 

Irr  memory  of  Mary  Walbrick ’s  sister,  Shirley  Kelly. 

Apply  to  Beaumont  Technology  Upgade  Fund 

North  Star  AV  Council,  Bloomington,  MN . 15.00 

Pat  Dorsey,  San  Diego,  CA . 6.00 

Helen  Wamsley,  Pitkin,  LA . 5.00 

Robin  O’Ferrell,  Akron,  OH . 20.00 

Ttistana  AVS,  Costa  Mesa,  CA . 10.00 

Gwen  Goodship-Patience,  Langley,  England . 20.00 

Missouri  Valley  AV  Council,  Tulsa,  OK . 83.00 

Apply  to  Beaumont  Technology  Upgade  Fund 

Stephanie  Jeffeiy',  Germantown,  MD . 10.00 

Geneva  Stagg,  Germantown,  TN . 3.00 

South  Houston  Garden  Club,  So.  Houston,  TX . 25.00 

In  lieu  oJ speaker’s fee  to  Orralee  McEwen,  Houstorr,  TX. 

Apply  to  Beaumont  Technology  Upgade  Account 

Phoebe  Hahn,  Berkeley  Heights,  NJ . 10.00 

Jean  Rogers,  New  Bedford,  MA . 3.00 

Oshkosh  Violet  Society,  Oshkosh,  WI . 20.00 

Rocky  Mountain  AV  Council  of  CO . 50.00 

In fond  memory  of  Yvorrne  Hodgson,  a  very  valued 
member  who  will  be  missed  by  all 

Barbara  Werness,  'Ihmpa,  FL . 1.00 

Sandy  Officer,  Bloomington,  MN . 10.00 

Kathleen  Stottle,  Pittsfield,  MA . 5.00 

The  AVS  of  Denver,  Chapter  1,  Denver,  CO . 10.00 

Dorothy  Pekel,  Brookfield,  WI . 5.00 

Janice  Sorensen,  Englewood,  CO . 15.00 

In  memory  of  former  AVSA  Presiderrt,  Mr.  L.T  Ozio,  Jr. 

Wilma  Me  Cain,  Mulberry  AR . 5.00 

Frances  Carson,  Spring  Hill,  FL . 5.00 

Mickey  Eberle,  Monomonee  Falls,  WI . 100.00 

Irr  loving  remembrance  f  husband,  Henry 

Susan  Rutkowski,  Livonia,  MI . 10.00 

Nelly  Levine,  Arv'ada,  CO . 5.00 

Sally  Levinson,  Hollywood,  FL . 10.00 

Gwen  Johnson,  Birmingham,  AL . 5.00 

Terry  Klemesrud,  Champlin,  MN . 10.00 

Joan  Wilson,  Theresa,  WI . 10.00 

Thomas  May,  Blanding,  UT . 5.00 

Ronald  Whitchurch,  Clearwater,  FL . 100.00 

Irr  loving  memory  of  Julienne  Garfield 

TOTAL:  . . $1,226.00 
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AVSA  Building  Maintenance  Fund 

Donations  from  February  1,  2000  -  March  31,  2000 
Helen  Blanton  •  622  Riverside  Drive  •  St.  Charles,  MO  63304 


Albuquerque  African  Violet  Club,  Albuquerque,  NM . $  25.00 

Mickey  Eberle,  Menomonee  Falls,  WI  . . 100.00 

In  memory  oj Henry  Eberle 

G.  Goodship-Patience,  Berks,  England . 10.00 

Ruth  and  Dewane  Goeke,  Brenham,  TX.  .......  . . 15.00 

In  memory  of  Jack  Duncan,  Meredith  Hall’s father 

Ray  and  Hortense  Pittman,  Celina,  TX . 20.00 

In  memory  of  Agnes  Duncan,  Meredith  Hall's  mother 

Fort  Worth  AVS,  Fort  Worth,  TX . 25.00 

In  memory  of  Jerry  Sneed 

Agnes  McLaughlin,  Coralville,  lA . 5.00 

AVS  of  Minnesota,  Saint  Paul,  MN . 15.00 

Evelyn  Boyer,  Austin,  TX . 20.00 

Lucienne  Lemieux,  Jonuiere,  Canada . 5.00 

Martha  Dyson,  Gibson,  LA . 25.00 

In  memory  of  L  T.  Ozio 

Oran  Crouch,  Denton,  TX . 5.00 

Donalda  Ferguson,  Montgomery,  AL . 5.00 

Metropolitan  St.  Louis  AV  Council,  St.  Louis,  MO . 20.00 

Eleanor  Mattaliano,  Tlnton  Falls,  NJ . 10.00 

Ruby  Cox,  Kansas  City,  MO . 10.00 

Lake  Shore  AVS,  Evanston,  IL.  . . 20.00 

Laurel  Goretsky,  Calgary,  Canada . 10.00 

Ttistate  AV  Council,  Bordentown,  NJ . 25.00 

William  Moeller,  Electra,  TX . 10.00 

Viola  Fuller,  Butner,  NC . 5.00 

Edward  Martin,  Westfield,  N] . 5.00 

Ruth  and  Dewane  Goeke,  Brenham,  TX . 15.00 

In  memory  of  Agnes  Duncan,  Meredith  Hall’s  mother 

Missouri  Valley  AV  Council . 83.00 

Northern  California  Judges  Council,  Crockett,  CA . 25.00 

Lynn  Campo,  Hamden,  CT . 7.00 

Christopher  Flick,  Old  Saybrook,  CT . 5.00 

Doris  Schenck,  Beloit,  Wl . 10.00 

Fred  Hill,  Columbus,  NJ . 5.00 

Wilma  Davis,  Temple  Hills,  MD . 20.00 

Ruth  Wasserman,  Portola  Valley,  CA . 10.00 

Mickey  Eberle,  Menomonee  Falls,  WI . 5.00 

Arnold  Mueller,  Vista,  CA . 20.00 

Cecelia  Seidel,  Hayward,  CA  .....  . . 5.00 

Phyllis  Harrod,  Washington,  DC . 5.00 

Onalee  McEwen,  Houston,  TX . 5.00 

Ruth  Wheeler,  Dallas,  TX . 5.00 

Lois  Szostak,  Garden  City,  NY . 5.00 


Beverly  Volk,  Allentown,  PA . $3.00 

Arno  Tellier,  Sr.,  Milwaukee,  WI . 5.00 

Capital  City  AVS,  Woodland,  CA . 25.00 

Anna  Noe,  Winthrop,  MA . . . .  5.00 

Udell  Barriere  Blow,  Wichita  Falls,  TX . 2.00 

Amethyst  AVC,  St.  Louis,  Missouri . 10.00 

Mae  Dodson,  Baltimore,  MD . 10.00 

Ruby  Parker,  Shreveport,  LA . 5.00 

D.  K.  Yeager,  Helena,  MT . 10.00 

Mary  Louise  Miller,  Wappingers  Falls,  NY . 5.00 

Manhattan  Public  Libraty,  Manhattan,  KS . 12.70 

Pamela  Woods,  Gardena,  CA . 7.00 

Narold  Swirsky,  Glencoe,  IL . 25.00 

Jeanne  Morando,  Stockton,  CA . 20.00 

Albert  Maddux,  Milton,  FL . 10.00 

Violet  Fane,  Michigan  City,  IN . 10.00 

Albert  Koch,  Clayton,  MO . 5.00 

Town  and  Country  AVS,  Redlands,  CA . 50.00 

Richard  Jarrett,  Rochester,  PA . 5.00 

Michelle  Myers,  Floyds  Knobs,  IN . 5.00 

Dorothy  Pekel,  Brookfield,  Wl . 5.00 

Sandy  Officer,  Bloomington,  MN . 10.00 

Jean  Rogers,  New  Bedford,  MA . 3.00 

Virginia  Barthelemy,  Tampa,  FL . 1.00 

Janice  Sorensen,  Englewood,  CO . 5.00 

In  memory  ofLeora  Perez 

Oshkosh  Violet  Society,  Omro,  WI . 10.00 

Phoebe  Hahn,  Berkeley  Heights,  NJ . 10.00 

Stephanie  Jeffery,  Germantown,  MD . 10.00 

Barbara  Werness,  Coon  Rapids,  MN . 10.00 

Eleanor  Gilson,  Holbrook,  MA . 10.00 

Terry  Klemesrud,  Champlin,  MN . 10.00 

Thomas  May,  Blanding,  UT . 5.00 

Gwen  Johnson,  Birmingham,  AL . 5.00 

Joan  Wilson,  Theresa,  WI . 10.00 

Ralph  Quaintance,  Philadelphia,  PA . 10.00 

Ruth  Marsh,  Springfield,  MO . 20.00 

In  memory  of  Mr  Tom  Temple  &  Mrs.  Linrue  Jackson 

Spring  Branch  AVC,  Houston,  TX . 25.00 

Pomona  Valley  AVS,  Pomona,  CA . 25.00 

In  memory  of  Lynn  Gould 


TOTAL . $1033.70 


Prepay  your  dues  for  up  to  3  years 
and  receive  Membership  Discount: 

$20  Individual  (USA)  1  Year  $22.50  Individual  (International)  1  Year 

$39  -  2  Years  $58  -  3  Years  $43,00  -  2  Years  $64.50  -  3  Years 
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Bronze  Medal  Award 
To:  John  and  Doris  Brownlie 
Mississauga,  Ontario,  Canada 

The  Bronze  Medal  Award  is  presented  to  John  and  Doris 
Brownlie  for  their  achievements  in  hybridizing  African  violets 
over  the  past  23  years. 

They  entered  their  first  show  in  1976  winning  2nd  Best 
In  Show  with  ‘Ballet  Lisa’.  In  1977  they  entered  two  local 
shows  and  won  Best  In  Show  at  each  one.  That  was  when 
their  interest  in  hybridizing  began. 

In  1978,  they  exhibited  their  first  seedlings,  the 
Lakeshore  Series,  in  their  national  convention  show  in 
Canada.  Ernest  Fisher  came  to  see  the  show  and  favorably 
commented  on  their  quality.  That  year  John  and  Doris  start¬ 
ed  their  commercial  enterprise,  Aca’s  Violet  Tree,  selling  vio¬ 
lets  from  their  basement.  Their  business  is  still  in  existence 
today.  They  also  joined  AVSA  as  commercial  members  that 
year. 

In  1980,  the  Brownlies  exhibited  their  first  commercial 
display  table  at  the  convention  show  of  the  African  Violet 
Society  of  Canada,  taking  2nd  place.  In  1982,  they  entered 
their  first  display  at  an  AVSA  convention  show  in  Syracuse, 
New  York.  They  placed  first  out  of  16  commercial  display 
tables.  Their  table  consisted  of  25  entries  of  which  most  were 
their  own  hybrids. 

In  1994  at  the  convention  show  in  Philadelphia,  their 
hybrid  ‘Aca’s  Eye  Knees’  won  the  best  commercial  plant  in  the 
show.  The  same  hybrid,  exhibited  by  Betty  Tapping,  won  the 
best  amateur  plant  in  the  show.  Other  popular  hybrids  of  the 
Brownlies  include  ‘Aca’s  Harmony,’  ‘Yvonne  Decelles,’  ‘Mildly 
Meek,’  ‘Aca’s  Red  Embers,’  ‘Aca’s  Pink  Pet’  and  who  could  for¬ 
get  ‘Aca’s  Canadian  Wonder’  which  graced  the  cover  of  the 
November/December  issue  of  the  African  Violet  Magazine. 


Continuing  Service  Award 
To:  Bill  Lyons 
Levittown,  Pennsylvania 

The  continuing  service  award  is  presented  to  Bill  Lyons 
for  the  countless  hours  he  spends  working  for  and  promoting 
the  AVSA  Booster  Fund.  He  sends  out  hundreds  of  thank  you 


letters  and  is  constantly  engaged  in  finding  new  donors  and 
objects  to  raffle  at  convention.  Mr.  Lyons  is  also  active  in 
raising  funds  for  new  equipment  for  the  AVSA  office  in 
Beaumont. 

Bill  is  also  a  charter  member  of  the  African  Violet  Society 
of  Lower  Bucks  County,  Pennsylvania,  having  served  in 
every  office  at  least  once.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Tristate 
African  Violet  Council  and  the  New  Jersey  Judges  Council.  Mr. 
Lyons  is  a  Life  Member  of  AVSA,  a  senior  judge,  a  teacher 
and  chairs  the  Booster  Fund  Committee. 


Hudson  Memorial  Award  for  Affiliate  Leadership 
To:  Doris  Brownlie 
Mississauga,  Ontario,  Canada 

The  Hudson  Memorial  Award  for  Affiliate  Leadership  is 
presented  to  Doris  Brownlie  for  the  guiding  qualities  she  has 
displayed  both  in  America  and  in  Canada. 

Doris  is  a  25  year  member  of  the  Lakeshore  African 
Violet  Society  having  held  many  positions,  including  treas¬ 
urer,  since  1981.  She  is  also  a  member  and  treasurer  of  both 
the  Toronto  African  Violet  Society  and  the  Toronto  Gesneriad 
Society.  She  has  held  other  offices  in  both  clubs.  Mrs. 
Brownlie  is  a  member  of  the  New  York  State  African  Violet 
Society  and  serves  as  liaison  between  the  Toronto  clubs  and 
New  York  state.  Doris  also  helped  form  the  AVSA  Judges 
Council  of  Ontario  in  1986  and  has  served  as  secretary /treas¬ 
urer  of  that  organization  since  1987. 

Doris  is  a  life  member  of  AVSA  and  AVSC,  a  senior  AVSA 
judge,  a  senior  AGGS  judge  and  is  currently  serving  as  a 
director  of  AVSA,  AVSC,  AGGS  and  New  York  State  AVS. 

Mrs.  Brownlie  served  as  show  chairman  for  the  1997 
AVSC  convention  and  as  convention  chairman  for  the  1 999 
AVSC  convention.  Doris  has  been  involved  in  all  shows  and 
conventions  for  the  last  twenty  plus  years. 

Retiring  from  teaching  in  1993,  Doris  still  likes  to  return 
to  the  classroom  and  teach  children  how  to  grow  African  vio¬ 
lets  and  encourage  them  to  exhibit  in  annual  local  shows. 

Doris  and  her  husband,  John,  conduct  many  educational 
lectures  both  together  and  separately  around  Toronto,  New 
York  state  and  Quebec.  They  have  also  done  this  at  conven¬ 
tion  and  local  club  meetings. 
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HoBorary  Obc  Year  Membership  Award 
Toi  Meredith  Hall 
Houston,  Texas 

An  Honoraiy  One  Membership  Award  is  presented  to 
Meredith  Hall  for  serving  as  the  Houston  Convention 
Chairman  in  1999. 

Meredith  has  been  a  member  of  AVSA  for  26  years,  has 
been  a  Life  Member  of  AVSA  since  1978,  and  is  a  senior 
judge  and  a  teacher.  She  served  as  Advertising  Manager  of 
the  African  Violet  Magazine  for  7  years  and  is  currently  serv¬ 
ing  as  treasurer  of  AVSA. 

Locally,  Mrs.  Hall  is  a  member  and  director  of  the  Dixie 
African  Violet  Society  and  is  past  president  of  Lone  Star 
African  Violet  Council,  Central  Texas  Judges  Council,  the 
African  Violet  Study  Club  of  Houston  and  the  Spring  Branch 
Violet  Club. 


Honorary  One  Year  Membership  Award 
To;  Gerri  Goins 
Houston,  Texas 

The  African  Violet  Society  of  America  presents  an  hon¬ 
orary  one  year  membership  to  Gerri  Goins  for  serving  as  the 
Houston  Convention  Show  Chairman  in  1999. 

Gerri  has  been  a  member  of  AVSA  for  over  20  years,  is  a 
senior  judge  and  has  served  as  Chairman  of  the  Finance 
Committee. 

Locally,  Gerri  has  been  a  member  of  the  African  Violet 
Study  Club  of  Houston  having  served  as  its  president.  She 


has  also  been  a  member  of  the  Spring  Branch  African  Violet 
Club,  Central  Texas  Judges  Council,  and  is  currently  serving 
as  the  society’s  Awards  Chairman. 

Honorary  One  Year  Membership 
To;  Joe  Brans 
Hanover  Park,  Illinois 

An  Honorary  One  Year  Membership  is  presented  to  Joe 
Bruns  for  all  the  labor  he  has  expended  to  computerize  the 
Entries  Program.  This  program  can  be  used  on  a  local,  coun¬ 
cil  or  national  level. 

The  AVSA  Awards  Committee  especially  wants  to  thank 
Joe  for  cutting  the  time  they  spend  in  the  show  room 
processing  awards  by  more  than  half.  The  program  he  has 
created  eliminates  all  the  paperwork  that  used  to  be 
processed  by  hand.  All  paper  is  now  computer  generated, 
faster  and  more  accurately.  We  thank  Joe  for  the  time  and 
effort  he  has  given  to  this  project. 

Tinari  Award 

To;  African  Violet  Society  of  Minnesota 
Annandale,  Minnesota 

This  year  the  Tinari  Award  for  the  most  new  member¬ 
ships  is  presented  to  the  African  Violet  Society  of  Minnesota. 
They  have  earned  this  award  for  enrolling  27  new  members 
in  the  African  Violet  Society  of  America.  Their  hard  work  and 
dedication  is  greatly  appreciated. 


becomes  exposed  upon  the  surface  of  the  anthers  and  thus 
becomes  readily  available  for  dispersion  by  wind  or  insects. 

Strangely  enough,  African  violet  flowers  carry  their  pollen 
inside  the  anthers  even  at  flower  maturity.  For  this  reason, 
they  do  not  self-pollinate  as  readily  as  do  some  flowers,  and 
their  pollen  is  not  available  for  dispersion.  Thus,  when  we  grow 
African  violets  in  our  homes  the  flowers  do  not  become 
pollinated  and  fertilized  and  so  the  flower  stems  shrivel  and  die 
soon  after  the  flower  fades. 

In  certain  cases,  however,  African  violets  do  undergo  self- 
pollination.  Most  growers  have  at  one  time  or  another  found 
some  of  their  flowers  forming  seed  pods  even  though  those 
flowers  had  not  been  hand  pollinated.  If  this  has  happened  on 


some  of  your  plants  you  may  have  thought  it  was  due  to  an 
insect  loose  in  your  home.  1  doubt  that  such  is  always  the 
cause  and  in  fact  think  I  know  the  true  cause. 

“Spontaneous”  self-pollination  often  occurs  because  of  an 
abnormal  mode  of  flower  development  in  which  the  stigma 
actually  grows  into  the  anther. 

This  type  of  self-pollination  happens  frequently  with  some 
cultivars  and  never  with  others.  Semidouble  bloomers  are  m.ore 
apt  to  self-pollinate  in  this  way. 

Next  time  you  see  a  seed  pod  which  was  not  caused  by 
human  intercession  on  one  of  your  plants,  take  a  dose  look  at 
it.  You  will  likely  see  that  the  dried  up  style  is  bent,  and  the 
stigma  may  still  be  inside  the  anther. 
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^  Maxine 


Susan  Storey 


Convention  Ditector 
Linda  Owens 


Carolee  Carter 


Jackie  Jones 


Laura  talker  &  Paul  Soram 
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Kay  Lyons 
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Our  friends from  Japan 


Meredith 
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Sue  Hoffmann  &  Gary  Gordon 


Lombard  & 
Jenny  Daugereau 


Kazuo  Horikuski 


Art  Boland,  Jack  Wilson  &  Mary  Boland 


Rowena  Woo 


Rexilius 


Ruth  Rumsey,  Winston  &  Laurel  Goretsky 


Mary  Reifsehneiber 


Dorothy  Kosowsky 


P^fdem  Bill  Foster  & 
Yvonne  Ozio 


Fred  Packer 


Sandy  Officer 
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Greetings  from  your  new  Library  Chairman.  Green  as  I  am  at  the  job,  I 

am  very  determined  to  continue  making  the  AVSA  library  a  useful  tool  for 

all  members,  both  beginners  and  the  more  experienced.  Recently,  I  showed 

a  very  basic  item  from  the  library  to  my  own  local  club.  The  newest 

members  gained  information  from  the  film,  the  older  ones  participated 

actively  in  conversation  generated  by  some  of  the  debatable  parts  of  the 

film.  Good  exercise  for  all. 

Please  let  me  know  if  there  are  topics  that  need  to  be  included  or 
updated  in  our  library.  The  following  is  a  list  of  films  and  slide  shows 
currently  available  from  the  library.  ' 

Carolyn  Burr 

RULES  AND  REGULATIONS 
FOR  USE  OF  AVSA  LIBRARY  MATERIALS 
Library  materials  are  available  for  use  by  AVSA  members  and  affiliates 
in  good  standing,  subject  to  the  following  rules  and  regulations. 

REQUEST  FOR  MATERIALS 

Send  requests  to  the  AVSA  Office,  2375  North  St.  Beaumont,  Texas 
77702.  If  you  do  not  have  an  AVSA  order  form  please  include  in  your 
request  (1)  Name  of  affiliate,  (2)  Name  of  person  ordering  and 
person’s  membership  number,  (3)  Shipping  address,  (4)  Name  of 
slide  program  or  packet.  (5)  Whether  or  not  cassette  (where 
available)  is  desired,  (6)  Date  to  be  shown.  Order  forms  are 
included  in  shipment  for  future  use. 

SLIDE  PROGRAMS  -  VIDEO  TAPES 

1.  Make  request  for  reservation  three  (3)  months  in  advance  of  date 
desired,  with  information  outlined  above.  Give  first,  second  and  third 
choices  of  slide  programs  for  each  reservation  date. 

2.  Slide  programs  and  video  tapes  are  shipped  using  a  special  shipping 
box.  Please  use  the  special  box  to  return  the  programs  to  the  AVSA 
office  immediately  after  scheduled  reserved  date.  Return  by  UPS  or 
First  Class  Mail  only.  For  First  Class,  we  request  that  you  insure  the 
program  for  $50.00.  If  you  use  UPS,  the  package  is  automatically 
insured  for  $100.00.  For  members  in  other  countries:  please  return 
programs  postpaid  by  the  safest  and  most  expeditious  postal  means 
available. 

A  $5.00  PER  WEEK  PENALTY  WILL  BE  ASSESSED  FOR  ANY 
PROGRAM  NOT  POSTMARKED  WITHIN  FOUR  (4)  DAYS  AFTER 
SCHEDULED  RESERVED  DATE,  UNLESS  OTHER  ARRANGE¬ 
MENTS  HAVE  BEEN  MADE. 


Return  programs  to: 

AVSA  OFFICE 
2375  NORTH  STREET 
BEAUMONT,  TEXAS  77702 

3.  Special  requests  for  two  or  more  slide  programs  for  the  same  date 
may  be  made  and  will  be  filled  when  possible,  but  such  requests  are 
not  encouraged  because  of  the  great  demand  for  slide  programs  and 
the  limited  number  available. 


4.  Cost  of  slide  program  with  cassette  is  $10.00  and  cost  of  slide 
program  without  cassette  is  $8.00.  Only  those  slide  programs  in  the 
descriptive  list  with  a  “(C)”  after  the  titles  have  cassettes.  Those 
programs  may  be  reserved  with  or  without  the  cassettes.  Cost  of 
video  programs  is  $10.00. 

DESCRIPTIVE  LIST  OF  LIBRARY  MATERIALS 

SECTION  1:  CONVENTION  SHOWS 

Slide  programs  of  outstanding  exhibits  at  National  Convention  shows; 

especially  entertaining  for  members  not  attending  conventions. 

163L  “THE  NEW  ENGLAND  SPIRIT”  (C)  (80  Slides)  Experience  the 
best  of  the  award-winning  plants  and  designs  displayed  “The 
New  England  Way,”  Boston  1990. 

166L  “VIOLETS  IN  THE  GOLDEN  STATE”  (C)  (80  Slides)  Award¬ 
winning  plants  and  designs  from  the  Santa  Clara  convention 
1991. 

167L  “A  CENTURY  OF  VIOLETS”  (C)  (80  Slides)  An  exciting 
presentation  of  award-winning  plants  and  designs  from  “Violet 
Heritage  and  Horizons,”  Columbus  1992. 

169L  “MORE  PENNSYLVANIA  FRIENDS”  (C)  (80  Slides)  of  award¬ 
winning  exhibits  at  the  1993  National  Convention  Show. 

171L  “A  FESTIVAL  OF  VIOLETS”  (C)  (80  Slides)  Award-winning 
exhibits  -  both  horticulture  and  design  from  the  Denver  National 
AVSA  Show  1994. 

175L  “ST.  LOUIS  BLUES  AND  OTHER  COLORS”  (C)  (80  Slides) 
Award-winning  exhibits  -  both  horticulture  and  design  from  the 
1995  St.  Louis  convention. 

179L  “ATLANTA  REVISITED!  OUR  50TH”  (C)  (79  Slides)  Many  of 
the  winning  exhibits,  both  horticulture  and  design,  enjoyed  at  the 
50th  Anniversary  convention,  Atlanta,  GA  1996. 

183L  “VIOLETS  AT  THE  BEACH”  (C)  (78  Slides)  Winning  exhibits 
from  the  convention  show  1997  at  St.  Petersburg  Beach,  FL. 

190L  “WE  VISIT  SACRAMENTO  -  1998”  (C)  (80  Slides)  Horticulture 
and  designs  presented  by  exhibitors  in  our  convention  show,  April 
1 998  in  California. 

193L  “HOUSTON  BEAUTIES  -  1999”  (C)  (80  Slides)  of  the 
convention  show  1999. 

197L  “GO  WILD  IN  OMAHA  -  2000”  (C)  (80  Slides)  Pictures  of 
|l.||)  “wild"  horticulture  and  design  winners  from  the  AVSA  convention 
in  Omaha,  May,  2000. 
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SECTION  II:  NEW  INTRODUCTIONS 
A  series  of  programs  compiled  from  slides  of  new  cultivars  submitted  by 
hybridizers  and  commercial  members. 

168L  “GEMS  OF  COLUMBUS”  (C)  (80  Slides)  A  collection  of  slides 
depicting  the  best  new  introductions  at  the  1992  Columbus,  Ohio 
convention. 

170L  “LANCASTER  LOVELIES”  (C)  (80  Slides)  The  best  1993  intro¬ 
ductions  shown  by  Ray  “Sundown”  Pittman  at  the  Lancaster 
Convention. 

172L  “DENVER  DEBUTANTS”  (C)  (80  Slides)  Selected  outstanding 
1994  introductions  from  various  hybridizers.  Presented  by  Kent 
Stork  at  the  Denver  Convention. 

176L  “WE  MET  IN  ST.  LOUIS”  (C)  (80  Slides)  -  Meet  the  1995  new 
hybrids  -  slides  submitted  by  various  hybridizers  and  introduced 
at  the  St.  Louis  convention. 

180L  “FIFTY  YEARS  AND  GROWING”  (C)  (80  Slides)  Slides 
submitted  by  various  hybridizers  and  shown  in  Atlanta,  GA  at  the 
50th  Anniversary  convention. 

184L  “NEW  VARIETIES  ON  PARADE”  (C)  (71  Slides)  Hybridizers 
share  slides  of  their  new  varieties  presented  at  1997  Convention 
St.  Petersburg  Beach,  FL. 

191L  “NEW  CULTIVARS  -  1998”  (C)  (50  Slides)  Slides  of  new  plants 
from  our  hybridizers. 

198L  “WILD  NEW  ONES  -  2000”  (C)  Pictures  of  new  introductions 
f||||  presented  in  Omaha,  May,  2000. 

SECTION  III :  AFRICAN  VIOLET  LIFE 
A  series  of  slide  programs  relative  primarily  to  African  violet  culture  and 
related  subjects.  Somewhat  dated  but  with  much  helpful  information  for 
the  novice  grower. 

140L  “MULTIPLYING  SAINTPAULIAS”  (65  Slides)  Basic  program  on 
African  violet  propagation  including  leaf  cuttings,  plant  division, 
seed  and  grafting.  Slides  show  how  to  produce  and  plant  seeds. 
147L  “THE  AFRICAN  VIOLET  PLANT”  (77  Slides)  A  good,  basic 
program  identifying  leaf  types,  blossom  form  and  colors,  and 
diseases  that  affect  the  foliage. 

150L  “THE  PITTMAN  WAY  OF  GROWING  VIOLETS”  (C)  (84  Slides) 
A  step-by-step  visual  program  on  growing  and  grooming 
miniature  and  semiminiature  African  violets. 

153L  “VIOLETS  AND  MORE  VIOLETS”  (79  Slides)  A  basic  lesson  for 
beginners  on  setting  leaves,  separating  baby  plants  from  mother 
leaf  and  dividing  multiple-crowned  plant  including  suggestions 
on  potting,  repotting  a  large  plant  and  a  way  to  treat  a  necky 
plant. 

151L  “THE  SAINTPAULIA  SPECIES”  (79  Slides)  A  comprehensive, 
educational,  workshop-type  program.  Very  thorough  and  some¬ 
what  technical.  A  depicted  work  by  Neva  Anderson. 

161L  “POINTERS  IN  JUDGING”  (C)  (74  Slides)  A  revised  version  of 
workshop  program  for  judges  and  exhibitors.  Emphasis  on 
grooming  of  plants  in  preparation  for  showing. 

182L  “TRAILERS  -  MAKING  THEM  DO  WHAT  I  WANT  THEM  TO 
DO”  (C)  (70  Slides)  (1997)  Bev  Promersberger  demonstrates 
how  she  grows  trailers  that  make  the  “Winners  Circle". 

194L  “DESIGNING  FOR  SHOW”  (66  Slides)  Program  includes  step- 
by-step  instruction  for  construction  of  a  terrarium  followed  by 
lovely  examples  of  the  different  design  types  for  exhibition. 

SECTION  IV:  GESNERIADS 

Programs  identifying  African  violet  cousins,  their  care  and  propagation. 
139L  “MEET  THE  FAMILY”  (C)  (60  Slides)  A  vivid  look  at  some  of 
the  other  members  of  the  gesneriad  family,  compiled  and  narrated 
by  Margaret  Waguespack.  An  informative  program  for  those  who 
want  to  broaden  their  growing  horizons  or  for  those  who  just 
want  to  “meet  the  family”. 

178L  “UNUSUAL  GESNERIADS  FOR  THE  LIGHT  GARDEN”  (C) 
(54  Slides)  A  group  of  the  smaller  gesneriads  suitable  for  the  light 
stand. 


SECTION  V:  VIOLET  PESTS  AND  DISEASES 

Slide  programs  identifying  pests  and  diseases  and  their  impact  on  African 

violet  cultivars. 

132L  “AFRICAN  VIOLET  PESTS”  (C)  (52  Slides)  A  short,  succinct 
program  by  Dr.  Charles  L.  Cole  with  vivid  illustration  of  common 
African  violet  pests. 

152L  “VIOLET  TROUBLES”  (63  Slides)  Pests,  diseases,  and  results  of 
poor  culmre  exhibited  in  the  program.  An  oldie,  but  good  basic 
information. 

SECTION  VI:  SPECIAL  PROGRAMS 

187L  30TH  AVSC  CONVENTION  -  TORONTO  1997  Slides  of  the 
Canadian  Show.  (80  slides) 

195L  “AFRICAN  VIOLETS  SOCIETY  OF  CANADA  CONVENTION 
|J^  &  SHOW,  TORONTO,  CANADA",  1999  -  (80  Slides)  of  beauti- 

"Sf  ful  photography  highlight  this  show. 

VIDEO  TAPES 

173L  “AFRICAN  VIOLETS  IN  THE  NEW  GARDEN”  Ken  Froboese 
talks  violets  -  a  visit  with  Ken  in  his  greenhouse.  Hill  Country 
African  Violets. 

181L  “HUNGRY  ATHLETES”  -  1997  Presentation  at  Atlanta  conven¬ 
tion  by  Dr.  Charles  Cole.  60  minutes  of  information  for  the  serious 
grower. 

185L  “GROWING  BEAUTIFUL  AFRICAN  VIOLET  TRAILERS”  (28 
minutes).  Anna  Jean  Landgren  demonstrates  how  she  grows 
trailers.  One  of  a  series  of  presentations  for  TV  by  members  of 
Illinois  State  AV  Society. 

186L  “TEACHING  THE  TRICKS”  (27  minutes)  A  second  presentation 
of  the  cable  TV  productions  -  this  one  shows  jean  Willey  instruct¬ 
ing  new  grower  Tracy  Bruns  in  the  basics  of  African  violet 
growing.  Particularly  good  for  novice  growers. 

188L  “RAGS  TO  RICHES”  -  Another  cable  TV  presentation  in  the  series 
of  House  Plant  How-tos.  This  is  by  Andrea  Worell  as  she  demon¬ 
strates  how  to  groom  or  redo  those  African  violets  that  need  “help”. 

189L  “PROPAGATING  YOUR  POSIES”  -  This  video,  also  by  Andrea 
Worell,  shows  how  she  starts  African  violets  and  some  other 
gesneriads.  Another  of  the  House  Plant  How-tos  series.  Andrea 
has  a  new  slant  on  an  old  idea.  Very  entertaining. 

196L  “BASIC  AFRICAN  VIOLET  CARE”  -  25  minute  video  by  Don 
iJujij  Geiss  is  a  good  introduction  to  growing  African  Violets. 

^  PACKETS 

1.  Packets  are  loaned  for  a  period  of  one  month,  as  available. 

2.  Requests  for  two  or  more  packets  will  be  filled  whenever  possible. 

3.  Packets  must  be  returned  postpaid  by  FIRST,  THIRD,  OR  FOURTH 
CLASS  MAIL. 

4.  Cost  of  each  packet  is  $3.00  and  must  be  paid  by  check  to  AVSA  at  time 
of  request. 

DESCRIPTIVE  LIST  OF  PACKETS 

155L  JUST  FOR  FUN  PACKET:  “Violet  Carol”  Christmas  skit  in  one 
act.  A  fun  way  to  celebrate  the  holidays  with  a  skit  performed  by 
your  club  members.  This  is  an  original  skit  written  by  Kent  Stork 
of  Kent’s  Flowers,  Fremont,  NE,  and  donated  to  the  AVSA 
Library. 

156L  NEWSLETTER/MAGAZINE  PACKET:  Anyone  desiring  to 
start  a  newsletter  or  magazine  would  find  this  packet  helpful. 

157L  PROGRAM-PLANNING  PACKET:  Suggestion  to  help  a 
program  chairman,  or  committee,  plan  the  programs  for  a  club’s 
activities. 

158L  SHOW  SCHEDULES  PACKET:  Show  schedules  of  African 
violet  shows  from  different  sections  of  the  country.  Excellent  for 
new  ideas  and  those  clubs  planning  their  first  show. 

159L  YEARBOOK  COLLECTION  PACKET:  This  packet  contains 
yearbooks  from  various  affiliate  clubs.  Especially  recommended 
for  clubs  producing  their  first  yearbook. 

192L  INSTALLATION  PACKET:  A  collection  of  different  installation 
programs  that  will  be  found  interesting  and  useful  for  installing 
your  new  officers. 
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Recycling  at  its  Best 

by  Ruth  Coulson  •  Australia 


In  recent  conversation  with  some  friends  the  subject 
turned  to  the  habit  of  manufacturers,  wholesalers  and  retail¬ 
ers  alike  who  use  enormous  amounts  of  unnecessary  pack¬ 
aging  for  all  sorts  of  products  -  wasteful  of  resources  and 
harmful  to  the  environment  in  their  disposal.  For  fun,  I 
played  devil’s  advocate  and  maintained  that  there  is  really 
very  little  waste  if  materials  are  used  to  their  potential.  Soon 
I  found  1  was  arguing  from  conviction  rather  than  mischief. 
There  really  seems  to  be  no  end  to  the  uses  of  “throw-away” 
packaging,  particularly  for  people  who  grow  plants! 

No  plant  grower  should  ever  discard  anything  without 
considering  how  it  can  be  used  (and  reused  and  reused)  in 
growing.  And  if  you  hang  on  to  whatever  seems  as  though  it 
might  be  useful,  you  too  can  have  all  your  cupboards  so  full 
you  can’t  find  anything!  Help! 

Ice  cream  containers:  Probably  one  of  the  world’s  most 
useful  objects.  Use  them  to  store  small  quantities  of  potting 
mix  or  potting  mix  ingredients,  to  measure  ingredients  for 
making  potting  mix,  to  collect  the  refuse  of  disbudding  or 
other  grooming  for  disposal.  When  you  need  a  really  large 
water  reservoir  for  a  particularly  big  and  thirsty  plant  (say  a 
large  Episcia)  a  large  ice  cream  container  is  ideal.  These  are 
great  for  holding  the  mix  on  your  work  table  when  potting 
your  African  violets  (or  other  plants) . 

Margarine  tubs:  They  are  ideal  to  hold  a  small  plant  or 
two  to  take  to  a  friend  (disguise  the  container  with  tissue 
paper  if  you  wish) .  The  standard  round  ones  can  be  used  for 
wick  watering  reservoirs  (you  might  like  to  give  a  coat  of 
paint  to  hide  the  brand  names  and  advertising).  With  holes 
made  in  the  bottom  they  make  emergency  pots  for  all  sorts  of 
plants.  The  larger  size  tubs  are  useful  storage,  or  can  be  used 
to  keep  pen,  pencil,  scissors,  knife  and  other  tools  under  con¬ 
trol  on  your  work  table. 

Take-away  food  containers:  They  used  to  only  come 
from  the  Chinese  restaurants,  but  now  they  are  very  com¬ 
mon.  Even  the  supermarkets  are  selling  salads  and  other 
foods  in  them.  Wash  them  well,  make  a  hole  in  the  lid  and 
you  have  the  ultimate  useful,  free,  reservoir  for  wick  water¬ 
ing.  The  round  ones  are  the  most  useful  for  this,  but  you  will 
probably  find  uses  for  the  flat  oblong  ones  as  well.  For 
instance,  with  the  addition  of  drain  holes  they  can  be  used  as 
seedling  nurseries,  or  to  grow  a  number  of  small  cuttings 
together. 


Plastic  soft  drink  bottles:  If  you  were  wise  enough  to 
save  the  black  plastic  bases  that  the  bottles  used  to  have  you 
probably  don’t  need  me  to  tell  you  how  terrific  they  are. 
Seeing  they  come  with  drain  holes  ready  provided,  they  just 
cry  out  to  be  used  as  pots.  The  clear  part  of  the  plastic  bottle 
(even  the  bottles  around  now)  can  be  cut  off  at  an  appropri¬ 
ate  length  to  turn  the  base  into  a  terrarium  -  again  the  bot¬ 
tom  part  for  a  closed  terrarium  for  starting  seeds  or  striking 
cuttings  or  the  top  part  with  the  lid  removed  for  hardening  off 
of  seedlings  and  struck  cuttings.  And,  the  top  of  the  bottle  is 
a  great  funnel. 

Clear  plastic  bottles  work  well  to  slip  over  a  pot  with  a 
tiny  plantlet  or  sideshoot  in  it  that  needs  special  care,  or  per¬ 
haps  to  isolate  a  plant  whose  health  seems  suspect.  A  week 
or  so  of  this  “humidicrib”  care  is  often  all  that’s  needed  to 
bring  to  life  that  little  plant  that  just  straggles  but  doesn’t 
grow.  Good  idea  too,  for  variegated  African  violet  leaves  if 
you  must  put  them  down  in  winter,  when  the  plantlets  will 
tend  to  come  through  all  white. 

Scoops  from  Washing  Powder:  If  your  laundry  prod¬ 
uct  doesn’t  come  with  a  plastic  scoop,  you  could  change 
brands,  but  perhaps  a  better  solution  would  be  to  find  some¬ 
one  else  who  can  save  you  some.  They  are  terrific  to  use  in 
potting. 

Bleach  Bottles:  Since  these  are  made  of  white  plastic 
they  are  extremely  useful  to  cut  up  for  plant  labels,  especial¬ 
ly  if  you  use  standing  labels  on  outdoor  pots.  Ice  cream  con¬ 
tainers  and  margarine  tubs  can  be  used  this  way  too,  but 
bleach  bottles  are  the  best. 

Yogurt  and  Desert  Containers:  If  you  look  in  the  dairy 
cabinet  of  your  supermarket  from  time  to  time  you  may  find 
wonderful  little  potential  pots  masquerading  as  yogurt  cups, 
containers  for  cream  cheese,  etc.  Even  if  you  don’t  fancy  the 
contents  yourself,  ask  friends  and  neighbors.  There  is  sure  to 
be  someone  who  likes  them  and  could  save  you  the  contain¬ 
ers.  Once  again  don’t  forget  the  drain  holes. 

Plastic  Grocery  Bags:  I  find  I  can’t  get  enough  of  these. 

I  often  use  them  to  store  things  dust-free  on  the  open  shelves 
of  my  potting  area.  Their  value  for  holding  and  wrapping  rub¬ 
bish  of  all  types  (in  our  context,  dead  flowers  and  leaves, 
etc.)  is  obvious.  They  can  also  be  used  as  emergency  terrari¬ 
um-type  holders  for  plants.  A  young  standard  size  African 
violet  can  easily  be  encased  in  the  plastic  bag,  tying  the  top 
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as  closely  as  you  deem  necessaiy  (open  regularly  so  the  plant 
doesn’t  get  too  ‘soft’).  Plenty  of  light  for  growing  penetrates 
the  thin  white  plastic.  One  of  our  club  members  tells  me  that 
he  strikes  cuttings  of  many  gesneriads  by  encasing  the  pots 
in  these  plastic  bags  before  hanging  them  from  the  shelves  in 
his  glasshouse. 

The  plastic  of  these  bags  is  soft  and  pliable  while  being 
sufficiently  buoyant  to  make  great  packaging  around  plants 
you  might  be  taking  to  a  meeting,  promotion  or  show.  They 
support  the  leaves  of  African  violets  excellently,  and  they  are 
clean.  The  thin  clear  plastic  that  encases  your  garments  when 
you  get  them  back  from  the  dry  cleaners  can  be  used  in  the 
same  way. 

Other  Plastic  Bags:  Various  types  of  other  plastic  bags, 
if  clean,  can  have  another  life  encasing  small  pots  with  leaves 
or  sideshoots  to  give  them  a  good  start. 

Polystyrene  Meat  Trays:  If  small,  these  can  be  used  as 
emergency  saucers  under  leaky  plants.  Large  ones  are  good 
disposable  potting  trays  to  keep  all  the  mess  of  the  potting 
session  together  on  the  bench  or  table.  Or  cut  doughnut  cir¬ 
cles  from  the  large  ones  to  use  as  leaf  supports  for  small  and 
middle-sized  plants.  You  support  them  on  the  rim  of  the  pots 
with  kebab  sticks.  It  doesn’t  matter  if  the  kebab  sticks  have 
been  used,  either  -  just  scrub  them  well. 

Plastic  Egg  Crates:  Especially  the  kind  that  are  used  to 
sell  a  dozen  small  Easter  eggs  make  good  display  cases  for 


choice  flowers  from  your  African  violets.  Fill  the  base  of  each 
egg  space  with  wet  cotton  wool.  Flowers  are  placed  face  up 
on  the  cotton  wool  and  the  top  closed.  With  the  top  closed 
they  stay  fresh  a  long  time. 

Cardboard  Boxes  and  Cartons:  Even  if  you  can’t  think 
of  a  use  for  them  bring  clean  boxes  to  the  next  show  or  sale. 
They  are  always  needed  for  customers  to  carry  home  their 
purchased  plants. 

Of  course,  not  only  packaging  waste  is  useful  in  your 
work  with  plants.  All  sorts  of  other  throw-outs  can  be  useful. 
For  instance: 

Nylon  Stockings:  Can  be  cut  in  strips  about  1-2  cm 
wide  to  make  excellent  wicks.  Wider  and  longer  strips  are 
terrific  (and  quite  long  lasting)  as  plant  ties  in  the  garden,  or 
perhaps  for  your  other  gesneriads  such  as  Achimenes. 

Nylon  or  Acrylic  Knitting  Yarn:  Even  if  you  have  to 
unravel  an  old  sweater  to  get  it,  also  makes  excellent  wick 
material. 

Pens  and  Pencils:  Are  fine  for  making  holes  in  potting 
mix  for  leaves  or  sideshoots  to  grow. 

Plastic  Lids  from  Large  Jars:  Colorful  and  can  be  used 
as  saucers. 

Polystyrene  Coffee  Cups:  Cut  down  one  side,  they  can 
be  used  for  planting  leaves.  The  uncut  side  supports  the  leaf 
Cover  with  a  plastic  bag. 

And  so  on  and  so  on... 


WHY  I  GROW  AFRICAN  VIOLETS 

by  Susan  Gimblet 


“It’s  all  my  husband’s  fault!” 

Several  years  ago  my  husband  began  acquiring  plants 
that  would  provide  blooms  during  the  long  winter  months. 
The  African  violets  came  from  a  Moby  Dick  AVS  show  held 
at  a  local  mall.  They  were  beautiful  and  did  provide  lots  of 
colorful  blooms  through  out  the  bleak  winter.  Eventually  he 
became  too  busy  to  care  for  the  violets  and  I  could  not  stand 
by  and  watch  them  die.  So  I  started  to  water  and  learn. 

I  particularly  enjoy  growing  standard  violets.  Although  1 
do  grow  some  semi-minis  and  trailers,  over  the  years  I  real¬ 
ize  1  prefer  the  larger,  showier  standard  plants.  I  remember 
seeing  Barbara  Cook  show  a  huge  violet  at  the  Boston  AVSA 
show  and  1  asked  her  how  she  did  it.  My  ambition  became  to 
try  and  grow  a  large  violet.  There  were  failures  (very  dead 
failures),  but  eventually  I  was  able  to  grow  larger  violets, 
(but  nothing  as  big  as  Barbara’s) . 

What  keeps  me  motivated  and  enthusiastic  about  violets 


is  setting  goals,  such  as  trying  to  grow  a  larger  plant,  trying 
a  new  variety,  entering  a  show  and  working  and  sharing 
with  other  growers. 

I  enjoy  all  flowers,  both  indoors  and  out.  We  are  enthu¬ 
siastic  flower  people.  Whenever  we  travel  we  visit  gardens 
and  look  at  flowers.  We  even  went  to  England  on  a  garden 
tour  that  included  the  Chelsea  Flower  Show.  I  get  a  lot  of  sat¬ 
isfaction  tending  my  flower  beds  and  nurturing  my  violets. 

It  does  require  making  a  time  commitment  to  groom, 
repot  and  provide  TLC,  to  be  consistent  with  a  watering/fer¬ 
tilizing  schedule,  same  day  every  week  whenever  possible,  to 
read  the  AVSA  magazine  (sooner  or  later) ,  and  to  learn  from 
other  growers.  The  end  result  is  an  award  winning  African 
violet. 

From  ‘‘Ye  Bay  Stater" , 
publication  of  the  Bay  State  AVS 
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SELF-WATERING  POTTING  TECHNIQUES 

From  ‘An  Introduction  to  Gesneriads:  African  Violets  and  their  Relatives’ 


Wicking 

One  of  the  most  popular  and  easy 
methods  of  keeping  your  plants 
watered  is  by  wicking.  This 
involves  having  a  reservoir  of 
water  above  which  your  plant  sits 
and  wick  material  of  an  appropriate 
length  and  thickness  runs  from  the 
soil  mix  through  a  drainage  hole 
down  into  the  water. 

There  are  actually  commercial 
pot  and  reservoir  sets  that  can  be 
purchased,  but  they  only  come  in  one 
size.  By  using  containers  such  as  old  margarine  tubs  or 
containers  from  the  delicatessen  you  can  create  reservoirs 
that  are  sized  to  match  the  size  of  your  pots. 

I  have  found  that  nylon  makes  the  best  wicking 
material.  Some  people  actually  use  strips  of  old  pantihose! 
You  can  use  braided  nylon  cord  available  in  hardware 
stores  or  a  flat  (but  rolled)  nylon  material  that  is  used  pri¬ 
marily  for  braiding  rugs.  I  find  that  this  material  has  good 
capillary  action  drawing  up  the  water.  Some  yarns  can 
cause  problems  because  they  are  hard  to  ‘moisten’.  If  the 
reservoir  dries  out  and  is  refilled  the  yarn  will  float  and  not 
start  the  capillary  action  of  drawing  water  up.  This  could 
be  disastrous  to  the  plant  if  not  noticed. 

The  size  of  wick  is  very  important.  A  wick  that  is  too 
thick  will  keep  your  soil  too  moist  causing  the  plant  to  rot. 
You  may  need  to  experiment,  keeping  the  soil  moisture 
well  monitored  when  you  first  tiy  wicking.  Experiment  on 
one  or  two  plants,  before  you  wick  an  entire  collection. 

Wicking  is  best  done  when  you  are  repotting.  The 
wick  should  run  up  through  a  drainage  hole  into  the  soil 
mass.  If  the  plant  is  already  potted,  the  wicking  material 
can  be  pushed  up  into  the  pot  with  some  thin  tool  such  as 
a  knitting  needle.  Make  sure  that  the  wick  reaches  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  reservoir  as  well. 

This  is  an  excellent  system  for  when  you  are  on 
vacation,  depending  on  the  size  of  reservoir,  the  plants 
should  be  fine  for  weeks. 

Wicking  also  works  better  when  you  are  using  a  light 
porous  potting  mix.  Heavy  mixes  with  a  lot  of  real  ‘soil’ 
can  become  too  wet. 

All  the  various  self-watering  methods  are  great  for 
those  plants  that  cannot  take  even  a  short  period  of  dry¬ 
ing  out. 

Most  hobbyists  that  wick  water,  also  keep  quarter 
strength  fertilizer  added  to  the  solution  so  that  the  plant 
has  constant  nutrients  available.  This  is  known  as  ‘the 
constant  feed  method’.  Occasional  leaching  with  pure 
water  is  recommended  when  this  method  is  being  used. 
Texas  Pots 

This  popular  method  of  self  watering,  is  really  anoth¬ 
er  form  of  hydroponics.  It  is  for  cuttings  and  plants  that 


Cutaway  view 

of  a  typical 
'Texas  style' 
potting  method 


would  normally  be  grown  in  a  3"  pot  size,  because  ‘Texas 
potting’  uses  readily  available  styrofoam  drinking  cups. 

The  lower  half  of  the  cup  is  filled  with  perlite.  The 
plant  is  potted  with  soil-less  mix  in  the  top  half  of  the  cup. 
The  cup  actually  sits  in  water. 

Perforate  (as  shown  in  the  dia¬ 
gram)  ,  making  sure  that 
there  are  holes  both 
above  and  below  the 
water  level.  This 
will  allow  air  to 
reach  the  perlite  and 
prevent  it  from  get¬ 
ting  too  wet.  When 
working  properly,  the 
perlite  acts  as  a  wick, 
keeping  the  soil 
mix  moist. 

It  is  important 
that  the  soil-less 
mix  be  very  light 

and  airy  itself.  Mixes  with  real  soil  added  would  not  work 
well  on  this  system. 

It  is  a  simple  procedure  to  keep  the  water  level  fairly 
constant.  Never  let  it  go  above  the  top  holes.  Always 
monitor  any  new  system  carefully. 


Matting 

Many  hobbyists  grow  their  plants  on  mats,  providing  a 
source  of  extra  humidity  around  the  plants  as  well  as  a 
method  of  self  watering. 

Often  old,  acrylic  blankets  are 
used  although  there  is  actual  plant 
matting  material  available. 

You  can  even 

Matting  can  act  like 
a  giant  wick, 
if  it  is  in  contact 
with  a  reservoir 
of  water  . 

make  ^ 


use  the  foam 
material  that  is 
used  as  carpet 
underlay. 

Your  soil 
will  usually 
contact  with  the  mat¬ 
ting  through  the 
drainage  holes,  if  they  are  large  enough.  You  can  run  a 
wick  out  of  the  pot  if  you  want  to  be  sure  of  contact 
with  the  moist  mat. 

Some  growers  will  soak  the  mat  every  now  and  then 
to  maintain  moisture  and  others  will  allow  the  mat  to 
reach  into  a  water  reservoir,  keeping  the  mat  constantly 
moist.  As  with  most  watering  methods,  occasional 
leaching  with  fresh  water  from  above  will  remove  any 
buildup  of  salts. 

Unfortunately,  under  lights,  you  can  quickly  get  a 
buildup  of  algae! 
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Bottom  Watering 

Novice  growers  always  ask  whether  ‘top  watering’  or 
‘bottom  watering’  is  best.  In  reality  it  makes  no  difference 
from  which  direction  the  water  comes.  It  is  far  more 
important  that  the  moisture  level  be  within  a  proper  range. 

‘Bottom  watering’  is  when  water 
(with  or  without  nutrients)  is  placed 
in  the  saucer  and  the  soil  mass 
soaks  it  up.  This  can  be  very 
handy  when  there  is  no  easy 
way  to  get  at  the  surface  of  the 
soil  without  damaging  the 
leaves  of  your  plants.  This 
method  is  also  good  for 
small  seedlings  when  ; 
do  not  want  to  disturb 
surface  of  the  soil  or  dai 
the  small  seedlings  by  getting  the  young  leaves  too  wet. 

If  you  always  water  from  the  bottom,  an  occasional 
flushing  with  pure  water  from  above  will  allow  any 
accumulation  of  salts  to  leach  out. 

Let  the  plant  soak  up  only  what  it  needs  for  proper 
moisture.  Always  discard  the  excess  water  from  the  saucer. 
Never  let  the  plant  stay  sitting  in  water. 


f  ^ 

AFRICAN  VIOLETS  BY  FREDERICKS,  INC. 


Alyce  Droege 

BEST  VARIETIES  -  YELLOWS  TOO! 

STANDARDS  in  3"  &  4"  pots,  plus  leaves 
MINIS  CHIRITAS 

TRAILERS  CHIMERAS 

EPISCIAS  STREPTOCARPUS 

and  other  GESNERIADS 


COMPLETE  GROWERS  SUPPLIES 

design  supplies  -  books  -  pincups  2-3/4"  to  5-1/2" 
fertilizers  -  spray  -  “my  own  mix”  soil 
Dandy  pots  -  2  sizes  -  many  colors 
growing  pots  -  Oyamas  -  hanging  baskets 
beautiful  ceramic  wick  pots  (pat.  pend.) 

6  sizes  -  decorator  colors 


Home  of  Aly’s  hybrids 

GIFT  CERTIFICATES  -  CATALOGUE  $2.00 
P.  O.  Box  1416 


MasterCard..] 


Franklin,  NC  28744 
Monday  -  Saturday 
9  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 


VISA 


1-800-771-0899  orders  only 

1-828-349-4832 


www.african-violets.com 
North  Carolina  Registration  number:  5656 


In  Memory 


Joycelin  L.  Bethany 

Joycelin  Lloyd  Bethany  of  Pensacola,  Florida, 
passed  away  in  October,  1999. 

Joy  was  a  Charter  member  of  Dixie  AVS  and  the 
AVS  of  Pensacola.  Joy  was  a  talented  designer  and 
contributed  much  by  instructing  others  in  the 
principles  of  design.  Joy  also  hybridized  African 
violet  plants  that  are  registered  with  AVSA. 


Hilda  Douglas 

Hilda  Douglas,  a  longtime  irteffiler  of  Pomona 
Valley  AVS,  California,  passed  away  in  June  of  1999. 
Hilda  was  also  a  member  of  the  Foothill  AVC  and 
conducted  seminars  in  the  local  area.  Especially 
adept  in  design,  Hilda  is  greatly  missed  by  members 
of  Pomona  Valley  AVS. 


Dorothy  Wilkins 

Dorothy  Wilkins,  Austin  Texas,  passed  away  in 
March,  ^^^n  active  member  of  First  Austin  AVS 
since  19^,  Dorothy  contributed  much  to  her  club. 
She  held  many  offices  in  First  Austin  AVS  and  acted 
as  staging  chairman  for  many  years.  Dorothy’s 
design  entries  always  made  an  impact  in  the  club’s 
shows. 


Yvonne  Hodgson^^^^-  ^ 

Yvonne  Hodgson,  ^^ngmont,  Colorado,  died 
in  December,  1999.  Originally  from  England, 
Yvonne  studied  Horticulture  at  the  Chadacre  Institute 
there.  Yvonne’s  interest  in  African  violets  began  with 
the  gift  of  one  in  1976.  Yvonne  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  AV  Council  of 
Denver. 


Mildred  Albright 

Mildred  Albright  of  Monroe,  Wisconsin  passed 
away  in  January,  2000.  Mildred  was  a  member  of 
the  Late  Bloomers  AVC.  Mildred  loved  African  violets 
for  many  decades,  and  began  shipping  them  from 
her  home  in  the  mid  1940’s.  Mildred  traveled  to  all 
fifty  states  and  had  many  hobbies  in  addition  to  her 
love  of  African  violets. 
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Ceramic  Reservoir  Pots  4  |iack:$34.9s 

5  ^anUollection  in  plastic  mini-wells  still  $29.95 

Postpaid  to  48  states 

Alaska  &  Hawaii  add  $10.00 


Super 
Miniatures 


Receive  a  collection  of  Little  Jewels®  violets  direct  from 
Holtkamp.  The  Mini-Well™  or  blue  ceramic  reservoirs  are 
included  along  with  fertilizer.  These  minis  are  easy  to  grow! 
Teas  Nursery  Co.,  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  1603,  Bellaire,  TX  77402-1603 


Teas  Catalog 
FREEto  AVSA 

Fertilizers,  violet  pots  including 
the  Dandy  Pot®  plus  orchids, 
plumerias,  bromeliads,  books, 
and  supplies. 


1  -800-446-7723  www.teasnursery.com 


PHYSAN  20"'  Controls 
African  Violet 
Pathogens. 

•  Controls  algae  on  mats,  wicks, 
reservoirs,  trays,  pots,  benches, 
and  work  surfaces. 

•  Controls  damping  off  on 
seedlings  and  plants. 

•  Controls  crown  rot,  powdery 
mildew,  botrytis. 

•  Controls  disease  spread  by 
disinfecting  tools. 


Let  those  pesky  visitors  know  they’re 
not  wanted.  Take  control  with 

PHYSAN  20. 


MARIL  PRODUCTS,  INC. 
320  West  6th  Street 
Tustin,  CA.  92780 
P.  714.544.7711 
800.546.7711 
F.  714.544.4830 
www.physan.com 


Desert  Violets 


Mostly  fresh  cut  leaves 

2000  Catalog  -  $1.00  cash  only  -  refundable  with  order 


.  New  this  year— 

Jeff  Smith’s  exciting  Yesterday’s  series 


Susan  Merskl,  horticulturallst  2511  N.  Pesert  Ave. 

(520)  326-3057  Tucson.  AZ  65712 

email:  desertvloletsfi>therlver.com  by  appointment  only 


;4cnee 

Custom  Made  Award 
Ribbons  and  Rosettes 


YVONNE  AGREE 

3235  Lockmoor  Lane  Dallas,  Texas  75220 
(214)  357-6045 


HATTIE  BAGGETT’S 

AFRICAN  VIOLETS 

Specializing  in  Large  Flowering  Standards,  Shipping  Fresh  Cut 
Leaves  and  Starter  Plants  in  2  1/2"  Pots,  Lots  of  Oldies  plus 
New  Varieties,  State  Inspected  and  Certified 
2000  List  $2.00  -  Payable  to  Hattie  Baggett 

Shipping  U.S.  only  May  1  -  Oct.  31,  2000  HCR  2,  Box  381 

Phone  520-822-5060  Tucson,  AZ  85735-9714 


Fiolet  Perfection  by  Gini 

A  California  Goldmine  of 


Quality  violets  new  and  older  varieties 
Standards,  Minis,  Trailers  &  Leaves 
All  plants  $4.00  Leaves  $  1 .25 

Minimum  order;  8  plants  +  one  free  gift  plant 


Special  Offers 

12  sturdy  starters,  my  choice,  $40.00  +  $6.00  S&H 
12  leaves,  my  choice,  S&H  included  $15.00 


(Does  not  include  free  gift  plant) 

Catalog  2000  available  upon  receipt  of  mailing  address  along  with 
$1.50  that  can  be  credited  with  first  order  of  $25.00 


Gini  McCanne  •  1420  Oxford  Ave.,  Claremont,  CA  9171 1 
Phone:  evenings  or  weekends  (909)  624-8331 
e-mail:  violetperfection@earthlink.net  Fax:  (909)  624-6565 
MasterCard  /  Visa  available  with  $25.00  min.  order 
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Rob's 

Mini-o-le1s 


V 


African  Violets  and  Gesneriads 


NE\N  FOR  2000! 

winner,  Best  Commercial  Display 
at  1999  AVSA  Convention  Show 

We  ship  during  winter 
We  sell  standards  tool 


NEW  AFRICAN  VIOLET  VARIETIES 


ROB’S  ARGYLE  SOCKS.  Large  dbl.  pink  stars  with  heavy  blue 
fantasy  streaks;  lovely,  yellow,  beige, and  green  Champion 
variegated  foliage;  constant  bloomer,  excellent  showplant; 
semiminiature 

ROB’S  ITTY  BITTY.  And  we  mean  it!  Loads  of  sdbl.  bright  pink 
semi-bells  over  very  dark,  pointed  foliage;  a  very  tiny  plant  (1  1/2" 
to  2")  that  might  be  frustrating  to  grow  for  some,  but  it  can  be 
spectacular;  a  r^  micro-miniature 
ROB’S  LITTLE  PUEBLO.  Large  sdbl.  coral  stars  held  above  very 
dark,  red-backed  foliage;  a  constant  bloomer  that  makes  a  good 
showplant;  the  lovely  colors  will  make  this  popular;  semimini 


ROB’S  MISS  SNIFFLES.  A  terrific  plant  that  is  certain  to  be  a 
favorite;  never-ending  masses  of  eye-catching  sdbl.  to  dbl.  white 
blooms  with  distinct,  irregular  red  edges;  heavy,  constant 
blooming  small  semimini 

ROB’S  MISTER  SNEEZY.  Sdbl.  dbl.  light  to  medium  burgundy-red; 
dark,  red-backed,  glossy  foliage;  heavy  bloomer;  small  semimini 


.....plus  dozens  of  other  favorites,  including  the  Best  New  Cultivar 
at  1999  AVSA  Convention  ‘Rob’s  Hallucination’ 


NEW  STREPTOCARPUS  VARIETIES 

Our  own  hybrids.  All  are  spectacular,  constant,  and  heavy  bloomers.  They  are  extremely  easy  to  grow  and  bloom, 
even  in  windows.  Care  is  identical  to  violets.  Unless  noted  otherwise,  most  grow  in  4-5"  pots  when  mature. 


BRISTOL’S  BLUE  WATER.  We  displayed  this  at  shows  this  spring 
and  had  to  beat  back  the  customers!  Loads  of  med.  blue  blooms 
w/deeper  blue  lower  lips;  an  easy  grower  and  very  profuse  bloomer 
BRISTOL’S  DINGA  LING.  Sdbl.  white  blooms  w/dark  blue-purple 
streaks  on  lower  lobes;  a  heavy,  constant  bloomer 
BRISTOL’S  INK  BLOT.  Adorable,  nearly-black,  velvety  blooms 
w/tiny  yellow  eyes;  compact  grower 
BRISTOL’S  LILY  WHITE.  Sdbl.  nearly-pure  white  blooms  held  in 
masses  above  compact  foliage;  terrific  bloomer;  a  must-have  for 
those  wanting  white 

BRISTOL’S  PISH  POSH.  Lovely  white  blooms  w/round  pink-rayed 
eyes  in  center;  nice,  compact,  symmetrical  foliage;  pretty  plant 
and  easy  grower 


BRISTOL’S  STATIC  CHARGE.  Very  interesting  silver-purple 
blooms  w/dark  blue  rays  radiating  from  a  yellow  eye;  must  see  to 
believe;  sure  to  be  a  collectible 

MOM’S  PLANT.  Rescued  from  our  trash  by  Rob’s  mother,  this 
plant  spent  the  next  year  in  her  north  window  suffering  all  kinds 
of  the  worst  abuse  and  neglect.  Yet  it  never  was  without  dozens 
of  blooms  each  day  for  over  a  year!  We  were  convinced  -  this  is 
one  of  the  toughest,  best  blooming  streps  we’ve  grown  yet.  Oh  ... 
the  blooms  are  light  blue  shaded  a  darker  blue-purple 


.plus  dozens  of  other  favorites 


NOT  JUST  MINIS!  WE  GROW  100’S  OF  STANDARD-SIZE  VARIETIES 

Besides  African  violets,  we  grow  a  good  selection  of  many  other  gesneriads 
We  also  offer  small-growing  Begonias,  Passiflora,  and  miniature  houseplants  for  containers 


PRICES:  $3.75  per  plant.  Please  add  $7  per  order  for  shipping  (beginning  April  15).  Winter  shipping  by  express  mail  only 
(call  us  for  details)  -  available  to  most  areas.  We  ship  anywhere  (internationally),  anytime,  safe-delivery  guaranteed! 


Special  offer:  10  different  plants  (our  choice)  $30  plus  shipping.  Club  project  and  wholesale  plants  at  discount  prices. 


Subscribe  to  “VioletsFun”  Photo  Journal! 

VioletsFun  is  an  exciting  new  journal  that  is  now  available.  In  addition  to  4  full-color  8  1/2"  X  11"  pages,  it  contains  cultural 
information,  reviews  of  latest  varieties,  interviews  with  leading  growers,  exhibitors  and  hybridizers,  and  reports  on  shows  we’ve  done 
or  seen.  It  is  our  way  of  sharing  our  mutual  love  of  African  violets  with  other  growers. 

VioletsFun  is  a  “diary”  of  our  own  experiences  with  growing  and  exhibiting  violets  and  will  be  published  bimonthly  at  a  cost  of  $10 
for  6  issues  ($12  outside  of  U.S.).  Subscriptions  placed  with  orders  of  $20  or  more  will  receive  one  free  plant!  You  need  not 
order  to  subscribe. 


SEND  $1  FOR  FULL-COLOR  CATALOG 
or  visit  our  web-site  at  www.robsvlolet.com 


DR.  RALPH  (ROB)  &  OLIVE  IVIA  ROBINSON  PHONE:  716-374-8592 

P.O.  BOX  9,  NAPLES,  NY  14512  Shop  &  Greenhouse  open  daily,  12-5  p.m. 
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The  Association  for  plant  & 
flower  people  who  grow  in 
hobby  greenhouses  and 
windows! 

Quarterly  Magazine 

Growing  &  Maintenance 

Help  &  Advice 

Hobby  Greenhouse  Association 

8  Glen  Terrace,  Bedford,  MA  01730-2048 

Dues:  USA  $19  (Canada  and  Mexico,  $21  US  funds/MO) 
($22  Overseas,  US  funds/MO) 

Sample  magazine  $3.50 
Directory  of  Greenhouse  Manufacturers  $2.50 


BELISLE'S 

Heirloom  Violets 
Quality  Gesneriads 
Unusual  Companion  Plants 
Mail  Order  Catalog  $2.00 


P.O.  Box  111  4041  N.  Metnik  Rd. 

Radisson,  WI  54867  Ojibwa,  WI  54862 


Pkoto  (Joarndi 

Each  issue  contains  4  full-color  pages, 
interesting  articles  and  cultural  information 
6  issues  per  year,  $10  ($12  outside  of  US). 
VioletsFun,  P.  O.  Box  9,  Naples,  NY  14512 
Phone:  716-374-8592  VioletsFun@aoi.com 


FOX  RIVER  VIOLETRY 

Located  between  Montello  and  Princeton  on  the  Fox  River 
Large  selection  of  African  Violets  and  Related  Plants 
Plant  List  $1  -  No  Shipping 
W390  River  View  Dr.  •  Montello.  WI.  53949 
e-mail  foxriverviolets@excite.com 
By  Appointment  only  (920)  295-4555 


Our  Customers  say  it  best. . . 

Dear  Dyna-Gro, 

I  am  writing  this  letter  to  tell  you  how  much  I  like  your 
fertilizer.  ...Sonja  Johnson  in  Omaha,  Arkansas,  sold  me 
some  Dyna-Gro  Liquid  Grow  and  Liquid  Bloom  for  my 
violets. 

I  watered  the  show  plants  with  the  Bloom  and  the  haby 
plants  with  the  Grow.  In  two  weeks  the  baby  plants  had 
doubled  in  size  and  had  a  pretty  green  color. 

I  entered  31  plants  in  the  show.  Those  plants  received 
10  best  in  class,  the  Sweepstakes  award,  the  Best 
Collection  award,  30  blue  ribbons  and  1  red  ribbon.  That 
plant  was  a  trailer  and  didn’t  have  three  crowns. 
Sincerely, 

Bonnie  Bailey 
Springfield,  Missouri 


Nutrition  Solutions® 

For  information  or  to  order  call  Dyna-Gro 

(800)  DYNA-GRO  or  FAX  (510)  233-0198 

1065  Broadway  •  San  Pablo,  CA  94806 


Home  of  Exciting 
New  “Buckeyes”  for  2000 

We  specialize  in  large  variegated  standards  and  new  hybrids  from 
‘Hobby  Hybridizers.”  “Super  Soil”;  Master  Blend  Fertilizers  containing 
no  urea;  4”  and  5"  Oyama  Pots.  We  ship  fresh-cut  leaves 

plus 

club  project  plants  with  6-8  months  pre-notice 
1 4  page  list  with  cover  color 
photo  of  6  brand  new  “Buckeyes”, 

$2.00  cash,  stamps  or  check 
Payable  to  Pat  Hancock 

P.O.  Box  8085  •  West  Chester,  OH  45069  •  (513)777-2524 


P.  O.  Box  527-AV  •  Dexter,  Ml  48130 
Phone  (734)  426-9080  •  Fax:  (734)  426-7803 
9:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  EASTERN 
www.indoorgardensupplies.com 

FULL  LINE  OF  INDOOR  GARDENING  PRODUCTS 

♦  PLANT  TRAYS  ♦  LIGHTED  STANDS  4- 
♦  METERS,  TIMERS  4-  PLANTLITES  4-  ACCESSORIES  4- 

40  WATT  WS  (Wide  Spectrum)  LAMPS: 

6  =  $36.32  1 2  =  $62.06  24  =  $1 1 7.90 


G4-SD2  $554.00 
W/4  Two  Lamp  Fixtures 
and  WS  Lamps 
4  Shelves  W/1 6  Trays 
74H  X  53L  X  23D 


ALL  PRICES  PREPAID,  ^22  $164.80 

MICHIGAN  RESIDENTS  ADD  6%  SALES  TAX  amn^ 

VISA,  MASTERCARD,  DISCOVER,  CHECKS  &  COD’S  ACCEPTED  ^  Shelve  W/2  Trays 
FREE  CATALOG  40H  x  27L  X12D 
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iSave  the  Wild  5  aintpaulia 
Will  the  Wild  African  Violet  Survive  d 

A~V ilcl  5aintpaulia  species  are  found  only  In  a  very  limit- 
W  ed  liatitat  in  a  liandful  of  mountain  and  coastal  rain¬ 
forests  known  ky  scientists  as  tlie  Eastern  Arc.  JViucli  of  tlie 
Arc  rainforests  fiave  keen  destroyed  ky  man. 

The  Arc  Project  of  the  Tanzania  JVilJlife  Fund 
is  preserving  and  regenerating  the  Saintpaulia  hahitat. 

You  can  play  a  critical  role. 

Friend  (Rafihi)  of  Saintpaulia  -  $io 
Patron  (Mkifadi)  of  Saintpaulia  -  $28 
Guardian  (Mlczi)  of  Saintpaulia  -$5  o  or  more 

Donations  are  Tax  Deductihle  made  to: 

Tanzania  JVildlife  Fund  ‘  dzjS  Madison  Ave.,  Suite  2001 
New  York,  NY  10022 


j  Lyndcn  iycn 

I  l^reenhcuses,  Inc. 

I  PO  Box  249  Dept  A V  Dolgeville  NY  13329  | 

j  ^~Ute  Uolds  c^e/”  | 

I  Quality  hybrids  since  1954  | 

I  African  Violets,  Aeschjrnanthus,  Chiritas,  I 
I  Codonanthe,  Columneas,  Episcias,  Kohlerias,  | 
I  Nematanthus,  Orchids,  Rex  Begonias,  | 
I  Streptocarpus,  other  assorted  Gesneriatte,  1 
I  and  SO  much  more!  \ 

I  mm  mmMmwm  I 

I  ©  I 

I  To  receive  our  2000  Catalog,  please  send:  j 

I  $3.00  U.S.  /  $5.00  International  | 

I  | 

I  Our  greenhouses  are  open  year  round.  | 

I  No  appointments  necessary!  | 

I  Call  for  hours!  Phone  (315)  429  8291  ! 

I  ! 

I  Visit  owr  website  at:  \ 

I  www.lyndonlyon.com 


VIOLET 

GROOMING  KIT 

All  four  items  (A,  B,  C,  and  D);  $31 .59 
includes  shipping  and  handling  (and 
a  free  copy  of  our  30  page  supplies 
catalog  and  plant  list).  Colo,  residents 
add  3%  sales  tax.  (Orders  outside 
United  States  add  $3.00  for  air  mail 
and  insurance.) 

(A)  GROOMING  BRUSH  -  soft,  exploded  tip-polyester,  very  effective  removes  dust  and  dirt  from  foliage  without 
damage,  8-1/4"  long.  Support  each  leaf  with  your  hand  as  you  groom  it. 

(B)  GROOMING  TWEEZERS  -  ideal  for  getting  in  at  the  center  of  a  violet  where  fingers  just  can’t  reach.  Removes 
small  suckers  before  they  get  large  enough  to  spoil  the  plant’s  shape.  Stainless  steel,  6"  long. 

(C)  LEAF  CUTTING  KNIFE  -  super  little  pen  knife  with  a  screw-on  cap  with  pocket  clip.  Extremely  sharp  blade  is 
great  for  preparing  leaf  cuttings  or  scraping  the  “neck”  of  an  old  plant  to  rejuvenate  it.  5-1/4"  long. 

(D)  RETRACTABLE  BLADE  KNIFE  -  a  life  saver  when  cutting  out  larger  suckers  to  be  rooted  (as  with  chimeras) 
or  when  removing  the  center  of  a  plant  to  force  sucker  development.  The  sharp  1/4"  x  1/8"  blade  lets  you  cut  just 
where  you  want  to.  5  1/2"  long. 

These  items  are  also  sold  separately  through  our  supplies  catalog. 

Send  lor  your  free  complete  catalog/descriptive  plant  list  of  supplies  and  violets. 

Telephone  (303)  761-1770  •  FAX  (303)  762- 1 808 


P 

reb  pag 


Visit  our  web  page  at  http://ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/violet_showcase 

The  Violet  Showcase 

3147  South  Broadway  -  Dept  AV  -  Englewood,  Colorado  80110 

Open  Monday  -  Saturday  10  to  5  (Mountain  Time)  closed  Sunday  &  Tuesday 
Established  1969 


m 
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CLASSIFIED  ADS 


BAYOU  VIOLETS  -  LEAVES  ONLY 

Request  catalog  $  1 .00 
Check  payable  to  Genelle  Armstrong 
1313  Gardenia  Drive 
Metairie,  LA  70005-1 152 

NEPTUNE’S  HARVEST  ORGANIC  FERTILIZERS 
Top  of  the  line. 

Commercial  proven.  Outperform  chemicals. 

Free  catalog  1  (800)  259-GROW  (4769) 


VIOLET  VENTURE 

Fay  Wagman  •  52  Harper  Drive 
Pittsford,  NY  14534 
Leaves  only  -  List  $1.00 

JoS  VIOLETS 

2205  College  Drive 
Victoria,  TX  77901  •  (361)575-1344 
Get  list  from  geoffrev@icsi.net  or  send  stamped  envelope 


«asaNEWS 


r  I  new  independent 

AV  and  Gesneriad  publication! 

IN  CANADA  $15/ur  (4  issues)  (All  other  countries  $15.  US) 
Send  For  a  sample  copy  -  only  $2. 

Payment  must  be  made  out  to  John  Beaulieu  Productions 
V,  37  Shaw  Crescent,  Barrie,  Ontario  UN  4Z3  (705)  726-7363 


African  violets  know  no  borders,  so  why  not 
become  a  member  of  the 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  SOCIETY 

OF  CANADA 

and  receive  Chatter,  its  quarterly  publication? 


A  magazine  dedicated  to  the  growing  and  showing  of  African 
violets  and  Gesneriads.  USA/International  membership  $14.00. 


Please  make  your  cheque  or  bank  draft  payable  to  AVSC 
and  forward  to: 

Mrs.  Irene  Henry 
349  Hyman  Drive 

Dollard  des  Ormeau,  RQ.  H9B  1L5 
Canada 


Cryptanthus 

the  Dazzling  Earth  Stars 
are  the  perfect  companion  plants  for  your 
African  violet  collection  requiring  the 
same  care.  Exquisite  colors,  leaf  shapes 
and  patterns  of  stripes,  bars  and  zig  zags 
year  'round  in  every  shade  of  the  rainbow. 
Send  first  class  stamp  for  cultural  information 
or  $3.00  for  a  sample  of  our  color  quarterly  journal. 

THE  CRYPTANTHUS  SOCIETY 

Carole  Ftichtmyer  -  Secretary 
18814  Cypress  Mountain  Drive 
Spring,  TX  77388 


Join 


SUMMER/  9CllVfMER/  9CI1V1MER/ 

TOO  HOT  TO  SHIP  IN  JULY  AND  AUGUST!! 

A  GOOD  TIME  TO  GET  YOUR  FALL  ORDERS  IN. 

We  have  a  gootd  supply  of  plants  still  available  of  this  years  favorites.  Rob’s  2000  varieties. 

Dean’s  Rosalie,  Dean’s  Lady  Bug,  Sorano’s  Ice  Storm,  Little  Sweetheart.  New  from  Pittman  Teen  Champ, 
Honey  Puff,  (these  two  were  not  available  in  the  spring).  Also  some  older  favorites, 

Timid  Teen  Chatter,  Teen  Kiss.  Little  ones! 

Croteau’s  Mosaique,  Hancock’s  Buckeye  Cherry  Sundae,  Ness’  Fireglow.  Stork’s  Sacajawea,  Suncoast  Frilly  Dilly, 
ACA’s  Coral  Lagoon,  Ham’s  Penola,  Rebel’s  Snowy  Bright.  These  are  a  few  of  our  standards. 

TRAILERS:  Megan  Leigh,  Foster  Tr.,  TinywoodTr.,  Roll  Along  Blue,  Roll  Along  Pink,  Sweet  Sam,  AmadieTr. 
We  ran  out  of  Amadie  Tr.  but  have  it  now  for  fall  shipment.  Girl  foliage  on  trailers?  Yes,  either  Ramblin’  Lassie  or 
My  Sue.  The  above  varieties  and  more  are  described  in  our  2000  catalog  available  for  $1 .00. 

LEAVES  OF  SHIRLEY’S  CHOICE  -  24  CURRENT  AND  PREVIOUS  RELEASES  $24.00  OR  50  $44.00. 

Priority  shipping  on  leaves  $6.00.  Texans  add  7  3/4%  tax. 

PLANTS  AVAILABLE  FOR  $4.00  EACH  PLUS  $7.00  SHIPPING  AND  HANDLING  ON  UP  TO  6  PLANTS. 
OVER  THAT  ADD  40  CENTS  PER  PLANT. 

You  will  be  notified  by  telephone  before  we  ship  your  order 
please  include  vour  phone  number  with  your  order! 

Our  address:  1034  Rayburn  Drive  •  San  Antonio,  TX  78221  •  (210)  923-1093 
Make  check  payable  to  Shirley  Sanders 
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You  know  y^di^¥iolets  -  bow  meet  the 
rest  of  the'farfiMf^  '' 


Quaftei1y^©DW!^j^#ss!vtM©eci  fund, 
judg|n^-.sdhd6l^7^un^^  fq^lns,  annual 
coriventioh,  ‘plus  a  ©^py.pt  "How  to 
-••  Kriow.Sc  Grq\^^sf'ierjacls" 

Individual  rriem®shf^'-  $20.00 

-^^Putsid^fhe  U0p^m 

Please  send  chejOl^money  order,  or 
credit  qard  infoirotion  to:  ^ 


_  ,  efehip Se)cretariat 

fmrDBTylet  kMi  -- 

RO.  Box  1698  "  V'M 

'  Port  Angeles,  WA  98362-01 94  USA 

Vbifvt  iA4i'  onlCne^  http://www:a^^^drg^ 


Looking  for  Orchid 
Information?  Log  Oni 

Interact  with  other  eager 
orchid  enthusiasts  by  click¬ 
ing  on  Orchid  Forum  at 
OrchidWeb’^,  developed 
especially  as  an  informa¬ 
tion  exchange  platform  for 
orchid  growers  through¬ 
out  the  world.  The  Ameri¬ 
can  Orchid  Society's  pop¬ 
ular  Web  site  has  extensive  plant-care  tips,  inspiring  photo¬ 
graphs,  a  calendar  of  orchid  events  and  other  helpful  orchid 
information. 

Founded  in  1921,  the  AOS  is  the  world's  number-one  orchid- 
information  source  —  just  ask  30,000  members  worldwide.  On¬ 
site  membership  application  is  available  along  with  convenient, 
secured  shopping  in  The  AOS  BookShop  and  Orchid  Emporium. 

American  Orchid  Society 

Dept.  AVMAG,  6000  South  Olive  Avenue 

West  Palm  Beach,  Florida  33405-4199 

Telephone  561-585-8666  Fax  561-585-0654 

E-mail  TheAOS@compuserve.com  Web  site  orchidweb.org 


QrchidWeb 

orchidweb.org 


VIOLET  GALLERY 

African  violets  -  standards,  miniatures,  trailers,  leaves  and  supplies. 
Our  catalog  is  available  on  our  website;  or  call  /  write 
www.violetgallerv.com  -  email  mpetry@cvn.net 
1590  Cranberry  Road,  York  Springs,  PA  17372  •  (717)  528-8268 


AFRICAN  VIOLET  BEAUTIES 

J^rom  ^fie  ^eautifuC  Ozar^I 

Starter  plants  ready  for  Fall  Shipping.  List  $1.00, 
refundable  w/order.  U.S.  Ship  and  Priority  Ship  Only. 
SONJA’S  VIOLETS  1 5980  W.  Warden  Rd. 

(870)  426-1791  Omaha,  Arkansas  72662 


(Prairie  iPiofets 


P.O.Box  313  •  Maroa,  IL  61756 
OCder  and  newer  varieties,  noveUies,  etc.  [eaves  CaBefed  -  our  choice 
1 2  for  $  1 1 .50,  25  for  $  1 6.50,  35  for  $2 1 .50,  50  for  $26,50  ppd 
Logo  T-shirts  (s,m,l,xl)  $15  ppd  Logo  Tote  Bags  $12  ppd 
Shipping  April  1 5  thru  October  30th  Leaf  Price  List  $  1 .50 

mail  order  leaves  only  refundable  with  1st  order 


VOLKMANN  BROS.  GREENHOUSES 

•  AFRICAN  VIOLETS  •  CONSTANT  FEED  ®  FERTILIZER  •  POTTING  SOIL 
•  RESERVOIR  WICK  POTS  •  RESERVOIR  WICK  SAUCERS 
•  PLASTIC  POTS  •  A.V  SEED  •  PLASTIC  TRAYS 
•  FLUORESCENT  LAMPS  •  COLOR  CATALOG  $1 .00 
RO.  BOX  191289  •  DALLAS.  TEXAS  75219-8289 
AREA  CODE  (214)  526-3484 


Travis^iolets. 

P.O.BOX  42  OCHLOCKNEE.GA.  31773 

2  FREE  VIOLETS!!! 


Phone  1-912-574-5167 
1-912-574-5236 


Fax  Orders  only  -  912-574-5605 
e-mail:tviolets@aol.com 


VISA 


New  and  older  varieties  of  African  violets,  from  leading  hybridizers,  and  our  own  new  plants.  All  orders  before 
November  1  will  receive  2  FREE  PLANTS  with  every  12  plants  ordered.  Send  $2  for  our  new  2000  catalog,  or 
order  from  our  ad  in  the  January  issue  of  AVM.  Try  our  super  special  12  Husky  Starters  -  all  different  -  $38 
Postpaid  -  All  plants  our  choice  (Does  not  include  2  FREE  PLANTS)  VISA  -  MASTERCARD  -  List  all  info  on 
card  -  Min,  card  order  $36.  See  our  web  page:  www.imox.com/travisviolets  AD  EXPIRES  1 1/30/2000 
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BEAUTIFUL  AFRICAN  VIOLETS 
AND  OTHER  GESNERIADS  FROM 
GARY  &  PAT  DUNLAP 


Assortments 

Leaves,  Cuttings 
or  Rhizomes 

Starters 

10  Standard 

7.95 

21.95 

10  Miniature 

5.95 

17.95 

10  Semiminiature 

5.95 

17.95 

10  Trailers 

5.95 

17.95 

10  Mixed 

6.95 

19.95 

10  Mixed/all  new 

8.95 

24.95 

10  Species 

8.95 

24.95 

10  Streptocarpus 

8.95 

24.95 

10  Achimenes 

8.95 

24.95 

10  Aeschynanthus 

8.95 

24.95 

10  Columnea 

8.95 

24.95 

10  Nematanthus 

8.95 

24.95 

10  Mixed  other  Gesneriads 

8.95 

24.95 

Miracle  Mix  Potting  Soil  $2.50/gal,  $10.00/5  gal 
Miracle  Mix  II  (High  water  retention)  $3.00/gal,  $12.00/5  gal 
Miracle  Mix  III  (Beneficial  bacteria)  $3.00/gal,  $12.00/5  gal 
Miracle  Mix  IV  (Both  additives)  $3. 50/gal,  $14.00/5  gal 
1-1-1  Mix  with  Charcoal  $2.50/gal,  $10.00/5  gal 


Sales  in  USA  only.  Minimum  order  $20.  No  credit  or  credit  card  orders. 
Packing  and  shipping  $6  plus  .25  per  plant  after  the  first  10  plants,  .10 
per  leaf  after  the  first  10  leaves.  We  ship  by  priority  mail  only  Our 
choice  only  on  assortments.  Catalog  $1 .50.  Make  checks  payable  to: 
Dunlap  Enterprises,  4189  Jarvis  Rd.,  Hillsboro,  MO  63050.  Our 
catalog  is  also  at  our  home  page:  http://www.jcn1  .com/patspets  phone 
(636)  789-3604  e-mail: patspets@jcn1.com 


CERAMIC  AFRICAN  VIOLET  POTS 

Largest  Variety  of  SELF-WATERING  POTS 

33  uniquely  different  pots,  including: 

ANGELS,  SQUARE  SILL  SITTERS,  ROUND  HANGING  POTS, 
TEA  POTS,  FLUTED,  VICTORIAN  AND  MORE. 

Must  see  COLOR  PHOTO  to  appreciate 
Artfully  Handpainted  (No  Decals). 

AFFORDABLY  PRICED.  All  made  in  our  Studio. 

Call  or  Write  for  FREE  Catalog. 

Herbal  Gardens  Ceramics  P.  O.  Box  38 

Montara,  CA  94037  (650)  728-7683 


Country  Violets  Greenhouse 

2010  Enon  Rd. 

Webb,  AL  36376 


Quality  plants  and  leaves  from  many  great  hybridizers. 
Send  for  our  catalog  of  more  than  250  varieties. 
VISA/MC  accepted  -  Catalogs  $3.00 


e-mail:  royh@graceba.net  check  us  out  on  the  web 

Phone:  334-899-7142  www.graceba.net/~royh 


AV  WORLD’S 
BEST  SELLER 


Thanks  to  “G-T-S”  I  just  won  my  first  Best  in  Show  award! 
I  tell  everyone,  “If  you  don't  have  this  book,  you  aren’t 
growing  violets  to  their  full  potential.”  Mrs.  M.  L.  Horne 
(Includes  unique  chapter  on  “Miniaturing  the  Miniatures”) 


A  step-by- 
step  guide 

Illustrated  -  112  pages 
Axil  paperback 


USA/Canada  I'YC 

$1.50  p&h  +  i&.yo 
Calif,  add  6%  sales  tax 

overseas  postage:  $7.50 
air  mail,  or  $2.50  surface 
D.  M.  Prestia 
1404N.Tustin  J-4 
Santa  Ana,  CA  92705 

SAVE  ®2.05 
PER  BOOK! 

.  discount  for  10  or  more  (save  $1.30  each)  USA/CAN  p&h  75<t 
each  (save  75<t  each)  total  $2.05!  Overseas  p&h  $1.20  each  surface. 


The  Dawn  of  a  New  Day 
For  All  AV  Growers  ... 

From  the  Creators  of  “VITALOAM,  Organic  Soil 
Rejuvenator®”,  Comes  Our  New  ... 

“ALL  YOU  NEED®”  The  Complete  Organic 
Growing  Blend,  it  is  Dr.  Albert  Plfer’s  Ultimate 
Contribution  to  Truly  Ecologically  Safe,  Natural, 
Economical,  Non-Destructive  Plant  Growth  by  easily 
returning  the  soil  to  “Virgin- Like”  Fertility  in  one 
application,  as  well  as  the  diminished  use  of  harsh  raw 
chemicals,  to  artificially  induce  plant  growth,  and  the 
extensive  use  of  dangerous  poisonous  insecticides  which 
are  an  increasingly  obvious  threat  to  ALL  life. 

Not  to  be  confused  with  potting  soils,  chemical  or 

time-release  fertilizers.  NO  FERTILIZER  NEEDED! 

It’s  ready  to  use  or  may  be  mixed  with  potting  soil. 

For  Our  Countless  Satisfied  Users  for 
More  than  Fifty  Years.  We’re  Back! 

Generous  6-Qt  Pkg.,  slightly  compressed. 

1-Pkg.  $9.95  $5  S&H,  2-Pkg.  $19.90  +  $5.  S&H,  3-Pkg. 

$29.85  Ppd,  4-Pkg.  $39.80  ppd, 

5-Pkg.  $49.75  ppd,  6-Pkg.  $53.70  ppd, 

Ctn.  of  12  Pkg.  $96.00  ppd.  Dealer  Inquiries  Invited. 
Check  or  Money  Order  To: 

ORGANIC  TECHNOLOGIES 

Post  Office  Box  424  •  St.  Marys,  Ohio  45885 
www.bright .  net  /  nccmin  /  ilyou .  htm 
ccmin@bright .  net 
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27TH  YEAR 


CAPE  COD  VIOLETRY 

John  &  Barbara  Cook 
Dept.  AV  28  Minot  St.  (508)  548-2798 
Hours  by  appointment  •  Falmouth,  Massachusetts  02540 
SUPPLIES  FOR  VIOLET  GROWERS  BY  VIOLET  GROWERS 

WE  CARRY  ALL  THE  SPECIES  AND  THE  ORIGINAL  10 
Catalog  $2.00,  Foreign  catalog  $3.00 
Phone  (508)  548-2798  -  Fax  (508)  540-5427  -  email  violets@cape.com 


PLASTIC  FLOWER  POTS 


SIZE 

COLOR 

TYPE 

10 

25 

50 

100 

500 

1-1/4" 

Wt.  (only) 

Thumb  Pot  $ 

1.20 

$  2.75 

$  5.00 

$  9.80 

$  44.50 

PHYSAN  20 

2-1/4" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  or  Sq. 

1.05 

2.15 

3.90 

7.25 

33.00 

2-1/2" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  or  Sq. 

1.15 

2.40 

4.55 

8.60 

40.50 

16  oz.  -  $6.25 

3" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  Tub,  Std.  Sq. 

1.30 

2.95 

5.25 

9.80 

44.50 

32  oz.  -  $10.50 

3-1/2" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  Tub 

1.35 

3.30 

6.00 

11.40 

52.00 

4" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  Tub 

1.75 

3.85 

7.20 

13.50 

59.40 

1  gal.  -  $31.50 

4-1/2" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  Tub 

2.40 

5.60 

8.00 

15.50 

73.00 

5" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  Tub 

2.90 

6.75 

12.50 

23.00 

105.00 

SUPERTHRIVE 

6" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  Tub 

3.40 

8.20 

15.40 

28.80 

134.00 

1/2  oz.  -  $2.79 

6-1/2" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  Tub 

4.00 

9.50 

18.00 

34.00 

160.00 

1  oz.  -  $4.19 

MINIATURIZING  MINI  POTS  WITH  SAUCER 

2  oz.  -  $5.25 

1-1/4" 

Terracotta 

4.00 

8.00 

14.00 

25.00 

4  oz.  -  $8.45 

PLASTIC  PAN  POTS 

DANDY  POTS 

5" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

2-1/2"  Deep 

2.90 

6.75 

12.50 

23.00 

105.00 

2-1/4"  -  4" 

6" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

3-3/4"  Deep 

4.10 

9.75 

18.50 

35.00 

165.00 

7" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

4"  Deep 

6.00 

14.50 

28.00 

54.00 

OYAMA  PLANTERS 

8" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

4"  Deep 

7.60 

18.50 

36.00 

70.00 

PLASTIC  HEAVY  DUTY  POT  SAUCERS 

4"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

2,25 

5.25 

9.00 

16.80 

6"  Gr,  or  Wt. 

3.60 

8.60 

15.80 

29.00 

8"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

4.40 

10.50 

20.00 

38.00 

PLASTIC  WICK  WATER  RESERVOIRS 

(recessed  snap-on  lids,  8  oz 

3.00 

7.15 

13.20 

24.00 

110.00 

wicks  not  included)  1 6  oz 

3.60 

8.50 

16.00 

30.00 

140.00 

Lids  or  containers  only  - 1/2  listed  price  32  OZ 

4.90 

11.75 

22.50 

42.00 

200.00 

PLASTIC  LABELS 

100 

500 

1000 

3"  White,  Red,  Orange,  Yellow,  Green  Blue,  Lavender,  Pink 

1.00 

4.75 

7.00 

4"  White,  Green,  Blue,  Lavender,  Pink,  Red,  Yellow 

1.25 

5.75 

10.00 

5"  White,  Lavender 

1.50 

7.00 

13.00 

4  1/2"  White  only 

2.00 

9.00 

17.00 

PERMANENT  TRAYS  -  Light  Green  -  No  Holes  1 

6 

12 

4"  X  8"  X  2-1/2" 

.90 

5.10 

9.75 

8"  X  8"  X  2-1/2" 

1.40 

8.00 

15.00 

8"x  12"  X  2-1/2" 

1.50 

8.50 

16.20 

1 1 "  X  22"  x  2-3/4"  Lt.  Green  or  Beige 

4.75 

27.00 

51.00 

CLEAR  DOMES 

11"  X  22"  trays  $2.00  ea.  Dome  and  Tray  combo  $6.25  each. 

Elisa’s  African  Violet  Rings 

1 

6 

12 

25 

50 

Mini  (6")  Gr.  only 

.90 

4.75 

8.75 

18.00 

31.50 

9"  Gr.  only 

1.00 

5.00 

9.50 

20.00 

36.00 

13"  Gr.  only 

1.25 

6.50 

12.00 

21.00 

38.00 

ELISA’S  AFRICAN 
VIOLET  SUPPORT 
RINGS 

MANUFACTURER 
WHOLESALE 
DISTRIBUTOR 
6"- 9"- 13" 

CLUBS  -  BUSINESSES 
SEND  FOR  PRICE  LIST 


Mini  -  1-1/2"  -  2-1/2"  -  3"  -  3-1/2" 
4"-5"-6" 

AEROSOLS 

PT  1200  DS  -  18  oz.  $11.95 
Resmitherins 

PT  1300  DS  -  18  ©z.  $12.00 
Orthene 

PT  1500  DS  -  16  oz.  $6.95 
Knox-Out  -  Diazinon 
PT  1600  DS  - 16  oz.  $9.89 

X-Clude  -  Pyrethrums 

CHEMICALS 
Phyton  27,  Avid 
Marathon,  Pentac,  Aerosols 
Shultz  Products  &  Others 

FLORA  CART 
Light  Stands 

KEIKIGROW  PLUS 

15  ml  -  $21.50 


FREDETTE’S  ALLEGRO  Plant  Tonic 
Excellent  for  starting  leaves  and  small  plants. 

Use  3  tsp.  per  gal.  water.  4  oz.  bottle  -  $3.00  each; 

3  for  $8.50;  6  for  $16.50;  12  for  $30.00 

PLASTIC  TERRARIUM 

12"  Diameter  -  $6.75  each 

White  -  Green  -  Beige  -  Terra-cotta 

SWIFT’S  “MOIST-RITE”  PLANTER 

White  -  Green  -  Black 

$4.00  each  -  6/19.20  -  12/36.40  -  24/67.00 

SHIPPING  INSTRUCTIONS: 

Supplies  -  UPS  East  of  Mississippi  -  $4.00; 

West  of  Mississippi  -  $4.50  •  $5.00  West  of  Rockies 
Supplies  -  U.S.  Mail  -  Actual  Cost  -  $4.00  min. 

Mass,  residents  include  5%  Sales  Tax 
Please  include  STREET  or  ROAD,  Zip  Code  and 
Phone  Number 

PRICES  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGE  WITHOUT  NOTICE. 


DYNA-GRO  FERTILIZERS 


Formula 

Type 

Size  /  Price 

1/2  pt. 

1  pt. 

7-9-5 

Plant  Food 

$4.29 

$6.29 

3-12-6 

Bloom 

$4.29 

$7.49 

9-3-6 

Foliage  Pro 

$4.29 

0-0-3 

Pro-Tekt 

$4.29 

Concentrate 

K-L-N 

$10.00 

Dolomite  Limestone 

2  lbs./$1 .75 

Charcoal 

20  oz. 

40  oz. 

No.  4  Coarse  or 

No.  6  Medium 

1.75 

3.25 

4  qts. 

16  qts. 

Vermiculite 

No.  2  Coarse 

1.75 

5.00 

Perlite 

Coarse 

1.75 

5.00 

Canadian  Peat  Moss 

$1.75 

$5.00 

TROY  Capillary  watering  mat  -  a  full  4  feet  wide 
$2.40  per  running  yard  -  whole  yard  lengths 


TIME  IS  A  TREASURE,  LEARN  TO  USE  IT, 

LET  THE  DAILY  PATTERN  BE  NOT  TO  ABUSE  IT 
ACCUMULATIVE  KNOWLEDGE  SHOULD  BE  USED  AS  A  TOOL, 
EMPLOY  EACH  MOMENT  AS  YOU  WOULD  A  RARE  JEWEL. 


SUMMER  SPECIAL 


Large  fully  grown  African  Violets  in  many  Standard  and  Optimara  varieties. 
All  in  3"  or  4"  pots.  Assorted  our  choice  (one  of  a  kind  sent). 

5  for  $21.95  postpaid  10  for  $36.95  postpaid 

CASCADE  OF  COLORS  ...  $2.95  each 

Aurora  Fantasy,  Blue  Parade,  Cherries  ‘N  Cream,  Fire  Mountain,  Hot  Pants,  Ivan,  Lila,  Louise, 
Pink  Cameo,  Rapid  Transit,  Razmataz,  Red  Robe,  Renata,  Toreador,  White  Cameo 

BOLD  BARGAIN  BEAUTIES  ...  $2.49  each 

Anniversary  Tribute,  Azure  Blue,  Bangle  Blue,  Billy  Penn,  Brandywine,  Dazzler,  Firebird, 
Hallmark  Haven,  Ingrid,  Morning  Thunder,  Pink  Hill,  Rose  Lisere. 

MINIATURE  &  SEMIMINIATURE 

Irish  Flirt  . . .  $3.95 

Little  White  Beauty,  Melanie,  Mini  Favorite,  Party  Lace  . . .  $2.95  each 
Blue  Ice,  Little  Pro,  Snuggles  Innocence,  Taffy  ...  $2.49  each 


POPULAR  TRAILERS  ...  $2.49  each 

Crafty  Farmer,  Royal  Blue  Trailer,  Sky  Trailer 

SEMIMINIATURE  TRAILERS 

Lir  Run  Around,  Ramblin  Fantasy  ...  $2.95  each 
Pixie  Blue,  Rosina  . . .  $2.49  each 


Visit  our  web  site  at  www.tinarigreenhouses.com,  e-mail:  lil@tinarigreenhouses.com 
When  traveling  through  our  area  visit  our  Violet  Shop  -  Open  six  days  a  week  for  custom  trimmed 
African  Violet  Baskets,  ideal  for  weddings,  showers,  parties  and  all  festive  occasions. 


ORDER  DIRECT  FROM  THIS  AD  BY  FAX,  PHONE  OR  MAIL 


SEND  $1.00  EOR  COLOR  CATALOG  FOR 
COMPLETE  LISTING  OF  VIOLETS  AND  ACCESSORIES 


WE  ACCEPT  CREDIT  CARD  ORDERS 
PHONE  1-215-947-0144 
FAX  1-215-947-2163 


VISA 


PACKING  AND  POSTAL  COSTS: 


CA  and  all  customers  west  of  MS  please 
include  an  additional  .35  per  plant. 


First  number  of  your  zip  code  indicates  your  zone 


Zone  0- 1  -2 ...  .  $6.95  per  shipment 
Zone  3-4-5  ....  $7.95  per  shipment 
Zone  6-7-8-9  .  .  $8.95  per  shipment 


Box  190,  232S  Walley  Road 
Huntingdon  ¥alley,  PA  19006 


L 


AVSA  Information 

FOR  CONDUCTING  BUSINESS  WITHIN  YOUR  SOCIETY 

FOR  ACCURATE  SERVICE.  SEND  YOUR  INQUIRIES  TO  THE  CORRECT  PERSON.  ALWAYS  INCLUDE  YOUR  NAME  AND  ADDRESS. 


MEMBERSHIP  DUES  INCREASE  EFFECTIVE  OCT.  1,  1999: 

Send  check  payable  to  AVSA  for  new  or  renewable  membership  to  AVSA  Office, 
2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702;  phone  409-839-4725.  Individual 
$20,  USA  only;  Individual,  all  other  countries  -  $22.50;  Commercial  USA  $32; 
Commercial  International  -  $33.75;  Life  (USA)  -  $275.  International  Life 
$325.00.  Remit  in  U.S.  Dollars  with  draft  or  check  on  a  USA  Bank.  See 
Membership  Application.  Master  CardWisa  accepted. 

AFFILIATES:  Chapter  -  $22.00;  Council,  State  or  Region  -  $22.00. 
MEMBERSHIP  AND  PROMOTION:  Send  ideas,  offers  to  help,  requests  for 
assistance  to  Anne  Tinari,  2325  Valley  Rd.,  Box  190,  Huntingdon  Valley,  PA 
19006. 

AFFILIATES:  For  information  on  Affiliates  or  how  to  organize  a  chapter, 
write  Bev  Promersberger,  P.  0.  Box  646,  Clintwood,  VA  24228.  E-mail 
clubs@avsa.org 

SHOW  SCHEDULE  APPROVER:  For  information  on  Shows,  AVSA  Awards 
and  Approving  Schedules  write  to;  Patricia  Sutton,  1707  S.  77  E  Ave.,  Tulsa, 
OK  74112.  E-mail  sutpa01@worldnet.att.net 

AVSA  OFFICE:  Jenny  Datigereau,  Administrative  Coordinatot,  2375  North 
Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702,  1-800-770-AVSA;  409-839-4725;  FAX 
409-839-4329.  Hours;  Monday  -  Friday,  9:00  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m.  CST.  E-mail 
avsa@earthlink.net 

BEST  VARIETIES:  HONOR  ROLL  COMPILER  Floyd  Lawson,  1100  W. 
Huntington  Drive,  Arcadia,  CA  91007. 

BOOSTER  FUND:  Send  contributions  to  Bill  Lyons,  38  Indian  Creek  Drive, 
Levittown,  PA  19057. 

BOYCE  EDENS  RESEARCH  FUND:  Send  contributions  to  Marlene  Buck, 
17235  N.  106th  Ave.,  Sun  City,  AZ  85373-1958. 

BUILDING  MAINTENANCE  FUND:  Send  contributions  to  Helen  Blanton,  622 
Riverside,  St.  Charles,  MO  63303. 

COMMERCIAL  ACTIVITIES:  Kent  Stork,  2501  E.  23rd  Ave.  S.,  Fremont,  NE 
68025. 

COMMERCIAL  SALES  &  EXHIBITS:  For  information  on  convention  entries 
or  sales  room,  contact  Pat  Richards,  15105  S.  Seminole  Dr.,  Olathe,  KS 
66062-3004. 

CONVENTION  AWARDS:  Jan.  issue.  Send  suggestions  or  contributions  for 
convention  awards  to  Linda  Golubski,  1416  A  Street,  Blue  Springs,  MO 
64015. 

CONVENTION  PROGRAM:  Send  special  requests  for  workshop  programs  or 
interesting  speakers  to  Linda  Owens,  Convention  Director,  1762  Stemwood 
Drive,  Columbus,  OH  43228.  If  interested  in  sponsoring  a  national  convention 
in  your  area,  contact  Convention  Director. 

FUTURE  CONVENTION  DATES:  Chicago,  IL  -  May  27-  June  3,  2001. 
CULTURE  FOLDERS:  (postpaid):  100  to  400  -  $9.00  per  100;  500  to  900 
$8.00  per  100;  1000  and  over  -  $6.00  per  100. 

SHORT  VERSION  OF  CULTURE  FOLDER:  (postpaid);  500  to  1,000  $20.00 
per  500;  1,500  and  up  $18.00  per  500. 

JUDGE’S  DUPLICATE  CARD:  Send  self-addressed  stamped  envelope  to  Bill 
Foster,  3610  Gray  Dr.,  Mesquite,  TX  75150. 

JUDGING  SCHOOL:  To  register  a  iudging  school,  send  request  to  Elinor 
Skelton,  3910  Larchwood  Rd.,  Falls  Church,  VA  22041.  A  registration  fee  of 
$15  is  required. 


LIBRARY:  Order  AVSA  slide  programs  and  packets  from  AVSA  Office,  2375 
North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702.  List  in  July  issue.  If  you  have  ideas  for  a 
library  program  or  slides  to  donate,  write  Carolyn  Burr,  910  Almond  Hill  Ct, 
Manchester,  MO  63021-7004.  Email  carolnburr@aol.com. 

MAGAZINE:  Copyrighted  2000,  The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc.,  all 
rights  reserved.  Reproduction,  in  whole  or  in  part,  in  any  form  or  by  any  means, 
electronic  or  mechanical,  without  written  permission  is  prohibited.  All  articles  are 
property  of  AVSA  and  must  not  be  reprinted  without  Editor’s  permission. 

AVM  EDITOR:  Ruth  Rumsey,  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702; 
409-839-4725;  1-800-770-2872;  FAX  409-839-4329.  E-mail 

rrumsey@earthlink.  net 

ARTICLES  BY  MEMBERS,  COLUMNISTS  AND  MEMORIALS:  Send  to  Editor. 
Please  Note:  Deadlines  -  Articles  and  Columnists:  Jan.  issue  -  Oct.  1 ;  Mar. 
issue  -  Dec.  1;  May  issue  -  Feb.  1;  July  issue  -  Apr  1;  Sept,  issue  -  June  1; 
Nov.  issue  -  Aug.  1 . 

COMING  EVENTS:  Send  to  Editor. 

Coming  Events  Deadlines:  -  Jan.  issue  -  Nov.  1 ;  Mar.  issue  -  Jan.  1 ;  May 
issue  -  Mar.  1 ;  July  issue  -  May  1 ;  Sept,  issue  -  July  1 ;  Nov.  issue  -  Sept.  1 . 
ADVERTISING  MANAGER:  Advertising  rates  and  information:  Judith  Carter, 
1825  W.  Lincoln  St.,  Broken  Arrow,  OK  74012.  AVMads@avsa.org 

ADVERTISING  DEADLINES:  Jan./Feb.  issue  -  Nov.  15;  Mar./Apr. 
issue  -  Jan.  15;  May /June  issue  -  Mar.  15;  July /Aug.  issue  -  May  15; 
Sept. /Oct.  issue  -  July  15;  Nov./Dec.  issue  -  Sept.  15. 

“AND  THE  WINNERS  ARE...’’:  Send  show  results  to  Mary  Corondan,  7205 
Dillon  Ct.,  Plano,  TX  75024. 

BACK  ISSUES:  Complete  your  set  now.  Request  price  list  of  available  issues 
from  Beaumont  office.  Send  SASE  for  list. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Send  new  address  at  least  30  days  before  it  is  to  take 
effect,  along  with  old  address,  to  AVSA  office  in  Beaumont. 

QUESTION  BOX:  Ralph  Robinson,  P.  0.  Box  9,  Naples,  NY  14512  and 
Dorothy  Kosowsky,  712  Cunningham  Dr.,  Whittier,  CA  90601. 

MASTER  VARIETY  LIST: 

MVL  SUPPLEMENTS:  will  be  published  in  the  AVM.  Send  any  correction 
and/or  description  of  new  cultivars  with  hybridizer’s  name  to  Lynn  Lombard, 
Master  Variety  List  Chairman,  790  Ridgecrest  Dr.,  Colfax,  CA  95713. 

MVL  COMPUTER  DISKETTES:  1998  MVL  -  $12.50.  Updates  (when 
available)  -  $5.00.  For  computer  compatibility  requirements,  please  write 
Beaumont  office. 

FIRST  CLASS  MVL  DISKETTE:  Windows  version  -  $12.50.  Updates 
$5.00. 

MEMBERSHIP  CARDS:  Sent  to  Associate  Members  and  New  Members  only. 
Renewing  members  receive  card  on  white  protective  cover  of  AVM. 

OFFICIAL  CORRESPONDENCE:  AVSA  Secretarj',  Sue  Ramser,  2413  Martin, 
Wichita  Falls,  TX  76308. 

PLANT  REGISTRATION:  Iris  Keating,  149  Loretto  Court,  Claremont,  CA  9171 1. 
RESEARCH:  Send  suggested  projects  for  scientific  research  or  names  of 
interested,  qualified  potential  research  personnel  to  Dr.  Charles  Cole,  P.O.  Box 
2150,  Bryan,  TX  77806. 

SHOW  ENTRY  TAGS:  100  -  $7.00  postpaid.  Order  from  AVSA  Office. 
QUESTIONS  ON  HYBRIDIZING:  Dr.  Jeff  Smith,  “In  Search  of  New  Violets" 
The  Indiana  Academy,  Ball  State  University,  Muncie,  IN  47306. 


Prepay  your  dues  for  up  to  3  years  and  receive  Membership  Discount: 

$20  Individual  (USA)  1  Year  $22.50  Individual  (International)  1  Year 

$39  -  2  Years  $58  -  3  Years  $43.00  -  2  Years  $64.50  -  3  Years 

The  African  Violet  Magazine  (ISSN  0002-0265)  is  published  bi-monthly:  January,  March,  May,  July,  September,  November. 

Periodical  postage  is  paid  by  The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc.,  a  non-profit  organization,  at  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702  and  at  additional  mailing  offices. 
Subscription  $20.00  per  year  which  is  included  in  membership  dues.  •  Copyright  2000  The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc. 

POSTMASTER:  Please  send  change  of  address  form  3579  to  African  Violet  Magazine,  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702 
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,  (  I  ) 

Dear  AVSA  Members,  \  / 

I  don’t  know  about  you,  but  I  am  happy  to  say  goodbye  to  a  long, 
hot,  Texas  summer!  The  triple  degree  temperatures  were  a  little  later 
coming  this  year,  but  when  they  did  arrive  they  stayed  with  us  for 
awhile.  Fortunately,  we  have  not  had  a  power  outage  in  the  violet 
house  like  we  did  last  year  so  the  violets  have  fared  well  I  continue 
to  wonder  how  we  ever  survived  without  air  conditioning.  I  just  do  not 
remember  it  being  this  hot  when  I  was  younger! 

Speaking  of  violet  houses,  we  need  to  spend  more  time  in  ours.  We  have  managed 
to  get  everything  re^potted,  but  we  have  plants  that  are  blooming  in  the  leaf  boxes  just 
begging  to  be  divided  and  planted.  Does  this  ever  happen  to  you?  We  always  have 
plants  in  the  propagation  stages  but  now  we  have  all  those  new  varieties  that  we 
brought  home  from  the  AVSA  convention  that  also  need  dividing.  The  new  ones  are 
always  in  demand  at  our  club  plant  sales. 

I  will  start  reminding  you  now,  and  continue  in  each  message,  to  start  planning 
your  trip  to  the  Chicago  area  for  the  2001  convention.  Joyce  Stork,  the  convention 
committee  person  in  charge  of  convention  programs,  already  has  some  very  interest¬ 
ing  programs  planned  for  our  pleasure  and  education.  Linda  Owens,  AVSA  convention 
chair,  has  contracts  signed  for  our  conventions  through  2003.  She  has  also  received 
tentative  invitations  for  several  more.  If  you  would  like  to  host  an  AVSA  convention, 
contact  Linda.  I  am  sure  she  would  be  happy  to  hear  from  you. 

Good  luck  with  your  upcoming  shows.  Be  supportive........  every  one  can’t  win 

every  time,  but  we  can  ALL  participate! 


Happy  growing, 


Bill  Foster 
AVSA  President 


P.S.  James  Rubottom  and  Jim  Owens,  along  with  the  Internet  Committee  have  been 
working  hard  on  the  new  AVSA  website.  If  it  is  not  up  and  running  already,  it  will  be 
soon. 
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Ruth  Rumsey  •  2375  North  Street  •  Beaumont,  Texas  77702 
(409)  839-4725  •  email  rramsey@earthlink.net 


The  center  insert  of  this  issue  contains  a  listing  of  all  the 
AVSA  Affiliated  Clubs,  Judges,  and  Commercial  Members. 
Please  pull  this  insert  out  and  use  it  as  a  reference.  We  often 
get  calls  from  members  wanting  to  know  about  sources  for  vio¬ 
lets  in  their  area  or  state.  Although  not  all  of  them  advertise  in 
the  AVM,  this  is  a  comprehensive  list  of  our  commercial  mem¬ 
bers  and  is  what  we  in  the  office  use  when  referring  callers. 

Thanks  to  all  of  you  who  write  with  positive  comments 
about  the  AVM.  I  do  love  this  job  and  your  encouragement  and 
ideas  are  very  helpftil. 

Occasionally  I  have  requests  to  repeat  an  article  from  an 
earlier  issue.  On  page  46,  Fm  rerunning  Een  Barbi’s  excellent 
and  easy  to  follow  instructions  on  how  to  build  a  light  stand 
from  PVC  pipe.  This  article  first  appeared  in  the  September  ‘95 
AVM. 

Do  you  recall  an  article  from  a  previous  issue  that  you 
found  particularly  helpful?  Is  it  one  that  you  feel  our  newer 
members  would  enjoy  reading?  If  so,  please  let  me  know  which 
one  it  is. 

“For  Beginners”  columnists,  Al  and  Cathy  Comibe 


provide  us  with  a  schedule  to  “Encourage  Your  African  Violets 
to  Bloom  for  Christmas”  on  page  6  of  this  issue. 

Sue  Haffner  gives  some  very  good  reasons  for  entering 
your  African  violet  in  local  competition.  Read  “Why  Show  Your 
Plants”  on  page  38  of  this  issue. 

Now  that  the  dog  days  of  summer  are  almost  over,  Ruth 
Grieco  offers  some  tips  in  dealing  with  the  aftermath.  Read 
“After  the  Heat  of  Summer”  on  page  23. 

Our  Gesneri-Advice  columnist.  Dale  Martens  introduces 
to  another  of  the  African  violet’s  cousins,  Chirita  tamiana,  on 
page  34.  Dale’s  column  also  features  some  wonderful  drawings 
by  former  AVSA  Board  Member,  Norah  Otto. 

For  those  of  us  who  grow  violets  on  our  window  sills. 
Marge  Huntley  of  Australia  shares  her  tips  in  “Growing 
African  Violets  in  Natural  Light”  on  page  10. 

Remember  that  increasing  AVSA  membership  is  something 
that  should  interest  all  of  us.  If  you  need  help  promoting  your 
local  show,  please  email  or  give  me  a  call.  I  am  glad  so  many 
of  you  have  utilized  the  offer  of  the  brief  article  and  slides  that 
we  will  make  available  to  your  local  papers. 


CHICAGO  -  THAT  TODDLIN’  TOWN 

AVSA  2001  Convention  Site  •  by  Morgan  Simmons 


No  matter  how  one  tags  the  city  of  Chicago  -  “Second 
City”,  “hog  butcher  to  the  world”,  “the  city  of  big 
shoulders”,  “the  city  that  works”  -  the  first-time  visitor  is  in 
for  a  surprising  and  rewarding  experience,  and  the  return¬ 
ing  visitor  eagerly  anticipates  the  wide  scope  of  activities 
that  are  available. 

The  cloud  of  AI  Capone  and  his  gang,  darkened  by 
Hollywood  and  television,  has  long  since  lifted.  In  its  place 
are  the  bright  rays  of  open  friendliness,  magnificent  archi¬ 
tecture,  and  one  of  the  finest  art  collections  in  the  world. 
Chicago  also  boasts  a  symphony  orchestra  almost  without 
peer,  educational  institutions  and  museums  that  rank 
among  the  best  in  the  nation,  as  well  as  an  incomparable 
lakefront  and  beautiful  landscaping. 

The  suburbs  that  surround  Chicago  offer  their  own 
unique  flavor  to  the  metropolitan  mix.  It  is  in  one  of  these 
suburbs,  Arlington  Heights,  that  the  AVSA  2001 
Convention  will  be  held.  This  is  a  city  that  is  convenient  to 
O’Hare  International  Airport  and  the  network  of  interstate 
highways  that  serve  the  metropolis.  Our  hotel  is  the 
Sheraton  Arlington  Park  Hotel,  a  beautiful  facility  that  will 


have  been  completely  upgraded  by  the  date  of  our  conven¬ 
tion,  May  27-June  3,  2001 

What  we  are  proud  to  offer  is  the  best  of  two  worlds:  the 
glamour  and  culture  of  a  major  city  and  the  quiet  ambiance 
of  a  meeting  place  outside  the  bustle  of  downtown. 

With  the  abundance  of  riches  that  the  city  and  its  envi¬ 
rons  have  to  offer,  the  planning  committee  has  had  difficul¬ 
ty  in  making  choices  for  the  tours  that  will  be  available.  But, 
we  are  confident  that  you  will  be  delighted  with  the  variety 
and  interesting  options  that  we  have  selected. 

Because  of  Chicago’s  central  location  we  are  expecting 
a  large  response  and  a  record  number  of  beautiful  violets  for 
display.  This  is  where  you,  the  growers  of  African  violets, 
come  in.  Set  your  sights  now  by  coaxing  those  promising 
babies  to  make  you  proud  parents  with  multiple  blue 
ribbons,  special  awards  and  many  happy  memories. 

It’s  early  in  the  game  to  boast  of  being  the  best  of  the 
century,  but  we  are  confident  that  the  AVSA  2001 
Convention  will  be  one  of  the  very  top  shows  in  the  next 
hundred  years.  To  learn  more  about  all  that  is  in  store  for 
you,  consult  our  very  informative  web  site:  avsa200l.org. 
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AVSA  Scholarship  Recipient 
Sends  His  Thanks ... 


Dear  African  Violet  Society  of  America, 

I  would  like  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation  for  being 
chosen  as  a  scholarship  recipient.  As  I  enter  into  my  second 
year  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin-Madison,  your  scholar¬ 
ship  will  be  of  great  help. 

I  recently  found  out  that  I  have  been  accepted  to  a  very 
exciting  program.  This  fall  I  will  have  a  two  credit  class  where 
I  will  be  getting  acquainted  with  a  horticultural  topic  in  Costa 
Rica.  Then  I  will  have  the  experience  of  a  lifetime  as  I  will  be 
going  to  Costa  Rica  and  researching  that  topic  first  hand!  In 
the  spring  semester,  I  will  have  a  three  credit  class  in  which  I 
will  be  writing  a  paper  about  the  my  topic  and  experience.  I 
love  plants  and  the  field  of  horticulture  so  much.  It  leaves  me 
speechless  to  think  that  I  will  be  seeing,  with  my  own  eyes, 


crops  that  I  have  only  been  able  to  read  about  and  look  at  in 
books.  Let  alone  see  some  of  my  very  own  house  plants  in 
their  natural  setting. 

I  have  always  dreamed  of  furthering  my  education  and 
becoming  a  horticulturist.  However,  my  wildest  dreams 
couldn’t  have  prepared  me  for  how  intriguing  and  awesome 
this  part  of  my  life  has  been  so  far.  Without  scholarships  like 
yours,  my  dream  would  be  virtually  impossible.  I  can’t  put 
my  feelings  of  gratitude  into  words,  all  1  can  say  is  thank 
you! 


Yours  Truly, 


Certificates  of  Appreciation  -  2000 

Jane  Rexilius,  Publications  Committee  Chairman 

Each  year  the  AVSA  Board  of  Directors  and  members  of  the  Publication  Committee  select  what  they  feel  are  the  best 
articles  published  the  previous  year  in  the  African  Violet  Magazine. 

These  authors  were  presented  a  Certificate  of  Appreciation  at  the  annual  AVSA  Convention  In  Omaha,  NE.  They  were 
also  given  a  one  year  subscription  to  the  AVM  to  be  presented  to  a  non-member  of  AVSA. 

This  year’s  winners  are; 

Ralph  Breden,  California  -  “Originality  in  Show  Schedules” 

John  Beaulieu,  Canada  -  “African  Violet  Seed  Pods” 

John  Brownlie,  Canada  -  “Creating  African  Violet  Hybrids” 

David  Harris,  Missouri  -  “A  Modern  Irrigation  System  at  Dave’s  Violets” 

Barbara  Pershing,  Iowa  -  “The  Cedar  Valley  African  Violet  Club” 

Mary  Ann  Switzer,  Missouri  -  “Favorite  Tools  and  Gadgets” 

Congratulations  to  each  of  you! 


change  in  Judges  Handbook 

The  announcement  was  made  at  the  Judges’  Breakfast,  in  Houston,  that  student  evaluation  of  teachers  of  judg¬ 
ing  schools  was  no  longer  a  requirement,  but  optional.  Apparently,  this  was  never  published  and  we  apologize  for 
the  oversight. 

As  a  result  of  this  decision,  please  revise  rale  4,  page  87  of  the  Handbook  to  read; 

Students  are  not  required  to  evaluate  the  teacher.  However,  if  they  choose  to  do  so,  they  should  write  the 
evaluation  in  their  own  words  and  pass  to  the  local  chairman.  The  local  chairman  will  mail  all  evaluations  to  the 
Shows  and  Judges  Chairman. 


September  •  October  2000 


African  Violet  Mazagine  5 


A1  &  Cathy  Comibe 
197  Archer  Drive 
Santa  Cruz,  CA  95060 
email:  acomibe@rmcpmicom 


Encourage  Your  fifricait  Violets 
To  Bloom  For  Christmas 


We  always  look  forward  to  Christmas.  It’s  our  favorite  time 
of  the  year.  We  love  to  decorate  our  home  and  can’t  wait  until 
the  Christmas  tree  is  up.  Although  our  home  is  soon 
overflowing  with  everything  that  was  stored  in  the  attic,  there 
is  always  room  for  African  violets! 

Christmas  may  seem  far  away,  but  you  need  to  start 
working  on  African  violets  now  if  you  want  them  in  full  bloom 
for  Christmas.  The  best  way  to  encourage  them  to  bloom 
“when  you  want  them  to",  is  to  use  a  “pre-show  schedule”. 


blooming.  Later,  when  the  plant  is  allowed  to  bloom,  it 
blooms  more  heavily. 

Some  growers  disbud  by  cutting  off  the  majority  of  the 
bloom  stalk,  leaving  about  an  eighth  of  an  inch  still  attached 
to  the  plant.  They  feel  that  this  method  produces  more  bloom 
stalks  later.  Others  prefer  to  gently  pull  off  the  entire  bloom 
stalk.  (We  pull  off  the  entire  stalk  because  it  is  easier,  faster 
and  works  the  best  for  us.)  Experiment  to  find  out  which 
method  works  the  best  for  you. 


Pre-show  schedule 

A  pre-show  schedule  com.es  in  handy  for  shows,  special 
occasions  and  holidays.  Pauline  Bartholomew’s  book, 
“Growing  to  Show’’,  has  a  good  one  in  it.  If  you  belong  to  an 
AVSA  Affiliate,  they  might  have  one  that  has  been  modified  for 
your  area.  The  one  we  use  is  included  in  this  column. 

Whenever  you  try  anything  new,  experiment  on  only  a 
few  plants.  What  works  perfectly  for  someone  else  might  not 
work  in  your  environment. 

Many  schedules  start  at  12  weeks  before  the  event,  we 
prefer  to  start  at  16  weeks.  Our  violets  come  into  a  heavier 
bloom  by  giving  them  this  extra  time  to  become  root  bound.  If 
your  magazine  arrives  after  September  4th,  don’t  worry,  just 
finish  all  repotting  by  October  2nd. 

Some  of  the  terms  used  in  pre-show  schedules  may  not  be 
familiar  to  you.  Therefore,  we  would  like  to  briefly  explain 
them  and  clarify  the  light  requirements. 

Disbudding 

Most  schedules  include  instructions  on  when  to  start  and 
stop  “disbudding”.  Disbudding  basically  stops  the  plant  from 


Bloom  booster 

A  bloom  booster  fertilizer  is  designed  specifically  to  push 
plants  into  bloom.  The  middle  number  will  be  much  higher 
than  the  other  two  numbers  (such  as:  5-50-17  or  12-55-6). 
Bloom  boosters  are  sold  at  many  locations,  including  African 
violet  commercials,  drag  stores,  supermarkets,  nurseries  and 
hardware  stores. 

Variegated  varieties 

Leaves  can  be  marked  with  white,  cream,  light  yellow  or 
rosy  shades  from  light  pink  to  a  deep  wine  red,  in  addition 
to  shades  of  green. 

Doubles,  Semidoubles,  Singles 

Double  blossoms  have  at  least  two  layers  of  petals. 
Semidouble  blossoms  have  more  than  five  lobes,  such  as 
those  blossoms  with  a  crest  or  tuft  at  the  center,  but  less 
than  a  full  second  row  of  petals.  Blossoms  may  appear 
single. 

Single  blossoms  have  five  lobes,  with  two  upper  lobes 
that  are  usually  smaller  than  the  lower  three  ones. 
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Light 

Pre-show  schedules  assume  that  your  plants  are  being 
grown  under  artificial  light.  Although  violets  can  grow  well 
under  natural  light,  it  is  harder  to  get  them  into  bloom  for  a 

specific  date  since  the  weather  controls  how  much  light  they 
receive. 

You  don’t  need  an  expensive  plant  stand  to  grow 
African  violets  under  artificial  light.  Al’s  plants  sit  on  top  of 
file  cabinets  where  they  receive  light  from  a  2 -bulb  garage- 
type  fluorescent  fixture  suspended  from  the  ceiling  in  his 
office. 

Modifying  your  pre-show  schedule 

A  pre-show  schedule  is  a  “work  in  progress”.  It  should  be 
modified  for  your  environment  and  the  varieties  you  grow. 
For  example,  if  an  African  violet  comes  into  bloom  one  week 
after  Christmas,  make  a  note  on  your  schedule  to  stop 
disbudding  that  variety  one  week  earlier  next  year.  If  you 


foliar  feed  (we  don’t),  incorporate  it  into  your  schedule.  If  you 
need  more  light  to  get  your  plants  into  bloom,  modify  your 
schedule  accordingly. 

Weather  conditions 

Try  to  avoid  extreme  fluctuations  in  temperature.  If 
unexpected  hot  weather  causes  blooms  to  start  opening  too 
soon,  reduce  the  number  of  hours  your  lights  are  on  to  delay 
blooming.  Fans  or  an  air  conditioner  can  also  help. 

If  extremely  cold  weather  delays  blooming,  increase  the 
light  gradually  to  help  the  blooms  to  open  faster.  Or,  use  a 
heater  to  raise  the  temperature  in  your  growing  area. 

Helping  your  blooms  to  last  longer 

Avoid  over  watering  or  under  watering,  both  can  cause 
your  blooms  to  wilt  too  soon.  By  increasing  the  humidity  (we 
try  to  keep  ours  close  to  60%) ,  your  plants  will  be  healthier 
and  the  blooms  will  last  longer. 


16  WEEKS  BEFORE  CHRISTMAS: 
(September  4th) 

Repot  African  violets. 

1 0  hours  of  light  per  day. 

Note:  If  your  lights  are  not  on  for  10  hours  per  day,  gradually 
increase  them  to  1 0  hours  per  day. 

12  WEEKS  BEFORE  CHRISTMAS: 
(October  2nd) 

Finish  repotting  any  African  violets  that  weren’t  repotted  yet. 

Continue  1 0  hours  of  light  per  day. 

Continue  your  regular  fertilizer/s. 

Disbud  all  African  violets. 

10  WEEKS  BEFORE  CHRISTMAS: 

(October  16th) 

Continue  1 0  hours  of  light  per  day 

Switch  to  bloom  booster  fertilizer/s 

Continue  disbudding  all  African  violets. 

9  WEEKS  BEFORE  CHRISTMAS: 
(October  23rd) 

Continue  1 0  hours  of  light  per  day. 

Continue  bloom  booster  fertilizer/s. 

Disbud  heavily  variegated  varieties  for  the  last  time. 

Note:  If  Al’s  bulbs  (cool  whites)  are  getting  old  (6-9  months  in  use), 
he  replaces  1  old  bulb  on  a  fixture  with  a  new  bulb.  Cathy  replaces 
her  bulbs  (cool  whites)  when  they  burn  out. 

8  WEEKS  BEFORE  CHRISTMAS: 
(October  30th) 

Increase  light  to  1 0  hours  30  minutes  per  day 

Continue  bloom  booster  fertilizer/s. 

Disbud  doubles  and  lightly  variegated  varieties  for  the  last  time. 

7  WEEKS  BEFORE  CHRISTMAS: 
(November  6th) 

Increase  light  to  1 1  hours  per  day 

Continue  bloom  booster  fertilizer/s. 

Disbud  semidoubles  for  the  last  time. 

6  WEEKS  BEFORE  CHRISTMAS: 
(November  13th) 

Continue  1 1  hours  of  light  per  day 

Switch  back  to  your  regular  fertilizer/s. 

Disbud  singles  for  the  last  time. 

1  WEEK  BEFORE  CHRISTMAS: 
(December  18th) 

Continue  1 1  hours  of  light  per  day. 

Groom  plants  (remove  spent  blooms,  brush  leaves,  etc.). 

1  DAY  BEFORE  CHRISTMAS: 
(December  24th) 

Do  any  last-minute  grooming  that  is  needed  so  your  African  violets 
will  look  their  best  for  Christmas. 

Since  our  next  column  won’t  be  published  until  January  2001, 
we’d  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  wish  you  a  very  Merry  Christmas! 
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Pat  Richards 
15105  S.  Seminole  Drive 
Olathe,  KS  66062-3004 
email:  Patter257@aol.com 


olive  Ma  Robinson,  from  New  York  and  Tdiwan,  exhibit¬ 
ed  some  absolutely  delightful  microminiaturized  African 
violets.  Grown  to  perfection,  it’s  a  wonder  they  weren’t 
toppled  by  the  stake  and  name  card  identifying  each  one. 
They  included  ‘Rob’s  Twinkle  Pink’,  which,  if  you  haven’t 
tried  it  yet,  is  a  must  grow!  Its  popularity  with  growers  is 
obvious  as  it  appeared  many  times  throughout  the  show. 
Also,  it  is  an  absolutely  superb  plant  for  use  in  terrariums  and 
dish  gardens.  It  has  fully  double  bubblegum  pink  blooms 
which  are  nicely  offset  by  very  dark  green  pointed  foliage. 
Olive  also  showed  ‘Rob’s  Twinkle  Blue’,  with  deep  blue  bell¬ 
shaped  blooms  on  more  rounded  dark  foliage.  It,  too,  was 
delightfully  miniaturized!  She  also  had  a  miniaturized  ‘Ness’ 
Angel  Babe’  in  the  show,  again,  very  petite  and  sweet  in  this 
form.  This  miniature  cultivar  was  also  exhibited  by  several 
other  individuals,  each  time  possessing  perfectly  symmetrical 
dark  foliage,  accented  by  lovely  medium  pink  ruffled  blooms. 
It’s  a  winner  for  both  the  home  grower  and  exhibitor!  And 
thanks  to  the  judges  who  recognized  the  extraordinaiy 
growing  ability  of  those  who  miniaturize  the  small  ones,  as 
Olive’s  Best  AVSA  Small  Collection  -  Commercial  Section 
featured  the  miniaturized  ‘Rob’s  Twinkle  Blue’,  along  with 
“normal-sized”  ‘Optimara  Rose  Quartz’  and  the  outstanding 
‘Orchard’s  Bumble  Magnet’. 

WINNERS! 

Kathy  Lahti,  perennial  show  winner  from  Minnesota, 
once  again  won  the  Best  AVSA  Small  Collection  award  with 
‘Rob’s  Fiddle  Faddle’,  a  cultivar  that  was  welcome  in  the  show 
as  it  is  such  an  outstanding  show  plant,  ‘Rob’s  Boo  Hoo’,  a 
nice-forming  dark  blue-purple  semiminiature,  and  ‘Rob’s 
Boogie  Woogie’,  with  its  luscious,  smooth,  candy  pink  bloom 
and  absolutely  gorgeous  Champion  variegated  foliage.  If  you 


haven’t  tried  it,  you  should,  as  it  is  quickly  becoming  a 
favorite  among  growers.  This  entry  went  on  to  win  Best 
Semiminiature  in  the  show  for  Kathy.  Dolores  Gibbs  from 
Texas  exhibited  the  2nd  Best  AVSA  Small  Collection  with 
much  hailed  ‘Precious  Pink’,  a  perfect  specimen  as  grown  by 
this  exceptional  grower,  ‘Shy  Blue’,  another  Pittman 
semiminiature  which  deserves  to  be  grown  by  all,  and 
‘California  Sunset’,  Darryl  Hoover’s  hybrid  which  is  gaining 
much  deserved  attention.  This  cultivar  carries  fuchsia  semi 
double  blooms  in  copious  amounts,  but  that’s  not  the  best  part 
of  it,  as  the  foliage,  with  its  dark  finely  edged  Tommie  Lou 
variegation  forms  perfectly  and  stays  beautifully  In  size.  There 
were  also  several  examples  of  this  hybrid  in  the  specimen 
plant  section,  all  carrying  tons  of  bloom  above  exquisite 
foliage.  Grow  this  one!  Bev  Promersberger,  who  recently 
relocated  from  Colorado  to  Virginia,  although  you  couldn’t  tell 
it  from  her  plants,  exhibited  the  Best  Miniature,  ‘Rob’s  Twinkle 
Blue’,  which  was  not  as  small  and  delightfully  petite  as  Olive’s 
but  was  nevertheless  well  grown. 

The  Holtkamp  Collection  Award  was  also  won  by  Kathy 
Lahti  with  ‘Optimara  Little  Rhodonite’,  ‘Optimara  Little  Ruby’, 
and  ‘Optimara  Little  CiystaT.  The  latter  two  heavy  blooming, 
easy  growing  performers  are  well  known  and  frequently 
appear  In  this  award  section.  While  the  first,  with  its  two-tone 
pink  blooms  appears  not  as  often,  however  Kathy  grew  it  to 
perfection  this  year!  The  3rd  Best  Holtkamp  Collection  was 
grown  by  Linda  Golubski  of  Missouri,  and  featured  ‘Optimara 
Little  Ruby’,  ‘Optimara  Little  Pearl’  and  ‘Optimara  Little 
Lapis’.  Of  note:  this  may  be  the  first  time  the  stalwart  and 
probably  best  of  the  Little  Jewel  series,  ‘Optimara  Rose 
Quartz’  was  absent  from  the  winner’s  list.  Finally,  Dolores 
Gibbs  won  the  distinct  honor  of  Best  Girl  Foliage  with  one  of 
Hortense’s  Honeys:  ‘Peppermint  Girl’,  a  very  nice  growing 
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miniature  with  well-behaved  foliage  that  formed  nicely.  The 
blooms  of  rose  with  a  white  edge  nicely  accent  the  medium 
green  foliage. 

WONDERFUL,  DELIGHTFUL  CULTIVARS! 

It’s  apparent  exhibitors  continue  to  grow  the  older 
cultivars,  recognizing  their  superiority  as  show  plants.  These 
include  the  time  honored  ‘Beginner’s  Luck’,  ‘Ness’  Sno  Fun’, 
‘Ness’  Crinkle  Blue’,  ‘Irish  Flirt’,  ‘Bogeyman’,  and  ‘Little  Pro’. 
There’s  nothing  fancy  about  any  of  them  with  the  exception 
that  they  perform  well  on  a  consistent  basis.  Others  that  are 
not  quite  as  widely  grown  and  of  which  more  than  one  were 
shown,  are  ‘Cool  Blue’,  a  Pittman  hybrid  with  the  loveliest 
light  blue  mass  of  blooms  you  could  hope  for,  ‘Dean’s  Lady 
Bug’,  a  miniature  with  wonderfully  variegated  foliage  and 
fuchsia  blooms,  ‘Texas  Space  Dust’,  a  miniature  which  is 
rapidly  becoming  a  favorite,  and  ‘Ness’  Cranberry  Swirl’,  a 
chimera  which  deserves  to  be  grown  by  everyone  for  its 
beautiful  coloration  and  for  its  prodigious  bloom.  Any  of  these 
cultivars  would  do  well  for  any  exhibitor. 

Oldies  that  were  welcome  to  be  seen  on  the  national  level 
again  were  ‘Shutter  Bug’,  an  older  Pittman  variety  that 
remains  an  attractive,  easy  growing  plant.  Its  coloration  is 
much  like  that  of  ‘Bogeyman’,  only  having  smaller  blooms, 
more  pointed  foliage,  and  more  variegation.  ‘Rob’s  Blue  Light’ 
was  shown,  again  sheerly  beautiful  with  Champion 
variegation  and  pale  blue  blooms  in  a  spray  over  the  foliage. 
‘White  Dew’,  an  overlooked  Pittman  culth'ar  with  very  nice 
Tommie  Lou  variegation  topped  by  white  blooms  dancing  over 
the  foliage  definitely  deserves  wider  recognition.  ‘Dean’s 
Bunny  Blue’,  made  an  appearance  with  its  fantastically 
beautiful  red/pink  and  dark  green  variegated  foliage  topped 
with  loads  of  two-tone  light  blue  blooms.  ‘Crushed  Velvet’, 
one  of  the  very  few  small  ones  hybridized  by  the  great  Gordon 
Boone,  features  a  rare  combination  of  velvety  deep  burgundy 
red  blooms  with  lovely  ruffling  atop  perfectly  formed  dark 
green  foliage.  ‘Lyon’s  Little  Sweetheart’  stood  out  as  well, 
with  quilted,  light  green,  symmetrical  foliage,  topped  by 
purple  with  white  edge  doubles. 

COMMERCIALS 

In  the  specimen  section,  Olive  Ma  Robinson  won  the  Best 
Holtkamp  Collection-Commercial  with  ‘Optimara  Little 
Seneca’,  ‘Optimara  Little  Shoshone’  and  ‘Optimara  Little 
Aztec’,  noteworthy  because  these  are  from  the  Little  Feathers 
collection  of  semiminiatures.  Plants  from  this  series  are  not  as 


widely  grown  and  for  good  reason:  they  are  more  difficult  to 
keep  in  size  and  to  shape  well,  however  Olive  appears  to  have 
mastered  these  nicely! 

Shirley  Sanders  won  the  2nd  Best  AVSA  Collection- 
Commercial  with  ‘Dean’s  Rosalie’,  an  absolutely  beautihil 
miniature  sporting  two-tone  pink  with  rose  eye  blooms  above 
nice  Tommie  Lou  variegated  foliage  and  a  touch  of  pink  to 
reflect  the  bloom  color,  the  extremely  reliable  ‘Orchard’s 
Bumble  Magnet’,  and  Pittman’s  heavy  blooming  ‘Gleeful  Elf. 
Shirley  also  had  the  2nd  Best  Holtkamp  Collection-Commercial, 
with  ‘Optimara  Little  Ruby’,  ‘Optimara  Little  Crystal’  and 
‘Optimara  Little  Diamond’.  Jean  Ness  took  3rd  Best  Holtkamp 
Collection-Commercial  with  the  very  well  grown  ‘Optimara 
Little  Ruby’,  ‘Optimara  Little  Garnet’  and  ‘Optimara  Little 
Diamond’.  The  foliage  on  her  plants  was  outstanding! 

It  was  wonderhil  to  see  the  return  of  Don  and  Jean  Ness 
of  Midland  Violets  to  convention  and  to  competition.  They 
showed  their  new  “Puppy”  plants,  delightful  small  ones  which 
feature  variations  on  white  and  fuchsia/rose  thumbprint 
blooms:  ‘Ness’  Puppy  Charms’  a  light  rose-fuchsia  with  a 
white  eye  and  darker  upper  petals  above  olive-green  foliage, 
and  ‘Ness  Puppy  Magic’,  a  darker  rose-fuchsia  with  a  more 
pronounced  white  eye  and  a  more  double  bloom  with  veiy 
neat  plant  habit.  Likewise,  Paul  Sorano  of  Lyndon  Lyon 
Greenhouses  showed  some  well  grown  new  hybrids  from 
George  McDonald,  which  are  gaining  well-deserved  notoriety: 
‘Mac’s  Resplendent  Royalty’,  with  pink  Tommie  Lou 
variegation  topped  by  rose-red  semi  double  stars,  ‘Mac’s 
Mesmerizing  Meteor’,  with  almost  true  garnet/ iitby  red 
blooms  above  medium  green,  hat-growing,  variegated  foliage. 
This  is  a  very  exciting  cultivar!  ‘Mac’s  Empyreum  Elegance’ 
which  showed  rose-pink,  two-tone,  semi  double  blooms 
above  pink-edged,  dark  green,  variegated  foliage.  This  one 
has  fantastic  bloom  count  per  stem!  Finally,  ‘Mac’s  Galactic 
Grandeur’,  a  dark  blue-puiple  with  hot  pink  puff  fantasy 
above  green  and  white  variegated  foliage.  Again,  good  bloom 
count  should  be  expected  with  this  one  as  well.  Keep  up  the 
good  work,  George! 

As  for  Rob’s  Mini-o-lets  display  table,  please  see  the 
Commercial  review  on  page  12. 

COMPOSITE 

It  was  an  excellent  showing  of  miniatures  and  semiminia¬ 
tures  at  convention.  Congratulations  to  all  exhibitors  for  their 
efforts,  and  best  wishes  for  even  better  show  plants  for 
Chicago  in  2001! 
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IN  NflTmm  LIGHT 

iff  Marge  Huntleg 
flustralla 


Because  the  more  successful  growers  of  African  violets 
usually  grow  their  plants  on  lighted  stands,  novice  growers 
often  feel  that  it  is  not  possible  to  produce  nice  plants  with  flat 
symmetrical  foliage  and  a  good  head  of  bloom  in  natural 
light. 

At  one  time  very  few  members  had  lighted  stands  and 
they  produced  good,  floriferous  specimens.  They  often  had 
the  other  disadvantage  of  a  colder  house.  The  great  step 
forward  towards  better  plants  has  been  the  fact  that  more 
houses  are  being  kept  warmer  in  the  winter. 

I  have  always  grown  a  lot  of  African  violets  and  the  other 
gesneriads  at  the  window.  My  plant  room  has  one  window  to 
the  west,  two  to  the  north  and  almost  the  entire  east  aspect 
is  glass.  1  have  a  lighted  stand  at  the  west  window,  keeping 
the  Venetian  blind  down  in  the  summer.  There  is  a  metal 
stand  with  glass  shelves  in  front  of  the  two  north  windows. 
An  odd  collection  of  stands  (no  lights)  is  at  the  east  window. 
The  east  window  gets  too  much  hot  sun  early  each  hot  day 
in  summer.  The  Venetian  blinds  are  down  till  about  11am 
each  day. 

In  winter,  the  early  light  is  wonderful  and  the  blind  stays 
up  from  the  middle  of  March  until  the  middle  of  October.  I 
grow  species  African  violets  here  as  well  as  most  of  my  other 
gesneriads.  Strep tocarpus  and  Sinningias  grow  and  bloom  to 
perfection  in  the  morning  sun.  The  northern  aspect  is  no 
trouble  at  all  in  the  summer.  With  the  sun  higher  in  the  sky, 
no  sun  but  plenty  of  light  is  available. 

In  the  winter  I  lower  and  tilt  the  Venetian  blinds  unless  it 
is  a  dull  day  and  I  am  at  home  to  adjust  the  blind  if  the  sun 
pops  out.  If  I  am  out  for  the  day  (even  on  a  dull  day)  I  leave 
the  blinds  down  and  the  first  thing  I  do  when  I  return  is  put 
the  blinds  up.  On  the  odd  occasion  when  I  have  trusted  to 
luck  that  the  day  would  remain  dull  and  left  the  blinds  up,  by 
the  time  I  get  to  the  top  of  the  hill  out  pops  the  sun  and  home 
I  go  to  lower  the  blinds  (this  is  only  about  once  a  year) . 

Plants  at  the  window  need  to  be  turned  regularly  to  stop 
them  leaning  towards  the  light.  No  spots  of  water  should  be 


left  on  the  foliage  for  the  sun  to  strike  -  it  acts  like  a  magni¬ 
fying  glass  and  makes  a  bad  mark. 

The  plants  nearer  the  glass  will  bud  up  first.  When  this 
happens  move  them  back  and  place  the  ones  which  have 
been  furthest  away  from  the  light  source  to  the  front.  All  this 
handling  gives  you  the  opportunity  to  constantly  groom  and 
check  plants.  Sometimes  the  removal  of  a  few  leaves  will 
enable  more  light  through  to  initiate  bloom. 

Windows  should  be  kept  clean  and  plant  foliage  should 
be  brushed  to  take  full  advantage  of  available  light.  I  have 
had  no  experience  of  growing  at  a  south  window.  It  certain¬ 
ly  would  have  no  sun  at  any  season  except  for  some  west 
sun,  which  could  cause  some  problems  at  the  height  of 
summer.  The  southern  aspect  is  usually  cold,  certainly  at  my 
place. 

When  people  ask  me  which  is  the  best  window  to  use  I 
advise  them  to  stand  at  the  window  and  see  how  much  sky 
they  can  see.  I  think  that  there  is  a  lot  of  light  at  any  window 
with  a  fairly  unrestricted  view  of  the  sky. 

As  long  as  plants  are  growing  actively  they  should  be  fed 
regularly.  If  your  house  is  cold  and  growth  slows  down  or 
stops,  do  not  fertilize  or  over-water  your  plants.  Water  in  the 
morning  so  that  excess  water  drains  away  by  night. 

You  may  need  to  lower  your  blinds  to  keep  the  room 
warmer,  especially  if  the  forecast  is  for  frost.  Don't  forget  to 
raise  them  first  thing  in  the  morning. 

At  our  Annual  Show  there  is  a  section  for  plants  that 
have  been  grown  in  natural  light  for 
at  least  six  months. 

r 
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Guidelines  For  Using  Soil  Additives 

by  Steve  Covolo 


I  follow  all  these  guidelines,  because  I  have  made  all  the 
mistakes  outlined  below  and  then  some.  The  key  is  that  I 
learned  from  them  and  am  willing  to  share  my  failures  to 
keep  someone  else  from  making  the  same  mistakes.  I’m  also 
not  saying  do  not  try  to  work  with  soil  additives,  just  exper¬ 
iment  using  these  guidelines  and  you  will  have  more  positive 
results. 

•  Never  try  any  type  of  new  soil  additive  on  all  of  your 
plants  at  once.  Repot  a  small  number  and  see  what  the 
results  are  like  3  months  from  now,  since  that  is  when 
you  can  really  judge  the  effects.  Then,  step  back  from 
your  collection  and  compare  the  ones  with  the  new  soil 
additive  and  the  others.  Is  there  a  noticeable  difference? 
If  so,  were  the  results  positive,  or  negative? 

•  If  you  are  adding  a  manure-based  additive,  remember 
that  it  is  really  an  organic  fertilizer.  You  may  need  to  cut 
back  your  regular  fertilizer  especially  if  you  wick  water  or 
use  any  of  the  other  constant  feed  methods.  If  you  cur¬ 
rently  use  1/4  teaspoon  of  fertilizer  to  the  gallon,  you 
may  now  need  to  use  1/8  teaspoon  to  a  gallon  of  water. 


•  Always  ask  yourself  what  the  goal  is  that  you  are  trying 
to  accomplish  by  adding  a  soil  additive?  If  you  do  not 
come  up  with  a  viable  answer,  then  the  “if  it  is  not 
broken  -  don’t  fix  it”  rule  should  apply.  Your  answer 
should  never  be  “because  So  and  So  is  doing  it,  and  they 
have  plants  to  die  for”.  What  works  for  one  grower  may 
not  work  for  another,  and  there  is  always  more  than  one 
way  to  grow  top  show  plants. 

•  I  suggest  that  all  new  growers  “Keep  It  Simple!”  There  is 
no  faster  way  to  become  frustrated  in  this  hobby  than  to 
start  fooling  around  with  soil  additives  and  not  even 
understand  the  basics  in  your  growing  environment. 
Start  using  soil  additives  and  you  may  never  know  where 
you  went  wrong. 

•  Never  change  more  than  one  element  in  your  growing 
practices  at  a  time.  How  does  one  know  which  element 
was  useful  if  2  or  3  were  changed?  You  have  no  way  to 
measure  success  or  failure  if  you  make  more  than  one 
change  at  any  given  time. 


The  Proof 

by  Dorothy  Kosowsky  •  Whittier,  CA 


Since  the  number  one  fault  at  our  shows  is  immature 
leaves,  here’s  a  way  to  prove  a  point.  This  is  a  test  that  I 
would  like  each  of  you  who  hate  removing  leaves,  to  try. 

Start  with  just  TWO  plants  of  the  same  size  and  variety, 
planted  at  the  same  time  in  identical  pots  and  soil.  Put  them 
side  by  side  in  your  growing  area.  Begin  your  usual  care  of 
watering,  lights,  and  turning.  Mark  one  #1  and  the  other  #2. 

Grow  and  treat  #1  exactly  as  you  do  all  the  rest  of  your 
collection. 

Plant  #2  is  to  have  EVERY  leaf  that  is  even  a  tiny  bit 
smaller  in  the  bottom  row  removed  ONCE  A  WEEK.  Also, 
remove  any  leaf  that  gets  nicked,  turns  yellow,  or  has  a  blem¬ 
ish.  During  this  time  be  sure  you  remove  even  the  tiniest 
bloom  bud.  If  you  foliar  feed,  by  all  means  do  both  plants  on 
your  regular  schedule. 

Give  the  two  plants  at  least  two  or  three  months  and  see 
what  has  happened  to  the  plant  that  has  been  pruned  on  a 
regular  basis.  I’m  sure  you  will  be  amazed  at  the  size  of  the 
leaves  on  the  #2  plant!  If  you  are  feeding,  turning,  providing 


good  humidity,  and  misting  the  plants,  the  difference  will  be 
dramatic.  By  concentrating  on  only  one  plant,  you  will  have 
more  time  for  the  test  subject,  thus  proving  the  worth  of 
removing  nonproductive  leaves  without  traumatizing  your 
reluctance  to  reduce  the  size  of  the  plant.  The  most  interest¬ 
ing  part  of  this  experiment  should  be  your  discovery  that  the 
#2  plant  is  actually  larger  at  the  end  of  the  experiment. 

Most  of  you  have  roses  or  at  least  know  someone  that 
grows  them  well.  Observe  that  the  plants  which  are  heavily 
pruned  in  January  produce  the  strongest  stems,  largest  flow¬ 
ers,  and  most  vigorous  foliage.  Gardeners  have  known  for 
many,  many  years  the  importance  of  removing  old,  tired,  and 
useless  foliage.  This  is  what  you  are  doing  when  you  keep 
the  small  nonproductive  leaves  removed  from  your  African 
violet  plants  that  you  wish  to  show.  In  time  you  will  find  that 
at  any  odd  moment  it’s  quite  easy  to  pick  up  a  plant  and  give 
it  a  quick  hair  cut. 
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what’s  New? 

Commercial  Review  2000 

Pat  Richards  •  Olathe,  KS 


The  Omaha  convention  show  featured  two  exceptional  dis¬ 
play  tables  by  two  premier  commercial  hybridizers:  Kent  Stork 
with  15  outstanding  standards  and  Ralph  Robinson  with  45 
exceptional  miniatures  and  semiminiatures.  Walking  away 
with  top  honors  was  Kent’s  Flowers,  including  Best,  2nd  Best 
and  3rd  Best  New  Introductions,  Best  Horticultural  Specimen, 
and  the  Best  Display  Table. 

‘Buffalo  Hunt’  led  the  way,  earning  Best  New  Introduction 
honors  with  its  gloriously  frilled  true  red  blooms,  shading 
toward  a  deep  garnet/ruby  shade.  These  amazingly  beautiful 
blooms,  which  also  showed  lots  of  jewel-like  sparkle,  were 
bom  12-15  per  peduncle,  on  very  thick  upright  stems,  creating 
a  massive  mound  of  blooms  atop  deep  green  foliage.  Kent 
reports  that  when  young,  the  foliage  is  lighter  in  color,  which 
deepens  to  a  very  dark  green  as  a  mature  plant.  If  you  like 
‘Tomahawk’,  you  will  love  this  one! 

2nd  Best  New  Introduction,  also  designated  Best  in 
Horticulture  on  the  Display  Thbles,  was  ‘Tropical  Heat  Wave’, 
which  produces  a  mass  of  blooms  atop  medium  green,  flat 
growing,  pointed  foliage.  These  blooms  are  much  brighter  in 
color  than  ‘Buffalo  Hunt’,  shading  more  to  a  vivid  coral- 
red/rose  color  lending  a  “tropical”  flair!  It,  too,  shows  lots  of 
sparkle  in  the  blooms,  which  are  held  in  groups  of  8-10  per 
peduncle.  This  should  make  a  good  addition  to  the  collection  of 
either  the  exhibitor  or  the  home  grower. 

‘Chinook  Wind’  took  3rd  Best  honor  with  its  coral-red 
blooms  a  shade  brighter  than  those  of  ‘Tropical  Heat  Wave’.  Its 
single  pansies  provide  a  vivid  background  for  the  pollen  sacs 
which  add  to  its  cheerful  character,  all  nicely  framed  by  green 
foliage.  (Note:  This  plant  was  released  last  year  under  the 
name  ‘Chinook’.  To  meet  registration  requirements  the  name 
had  to  be  changed.) 

‘Floozie’  was  an  eye-catching  addition  to  Kent’s  table, 
featuring  an  absolute  mass  of  candy  pink,  pansy-shaped,  mf- 
fled  blooms  with  a  very  thin  raspberry  edge,  over  dark  green, 
perfectly  forming  foliage.  This  plant  also  produces  12-15 
blooms  per  peduncle,  making  it  a  tremendous  show  plant 
candidate,  and  with  its  striking  coloration  should  easily  catch 
the  judges’  eyes! 

‘Salmon  Ella’  is  another  Stork  hybrid  featuring  salmon- 
coral  semidouble  to  double  blooms  with  beautiful  fluting  held 
above  dark  green  pointed  foliage.  This  delightfully  named 
variety  should  be  a  favorite  with  all  growers  as  it  puts  up 
prolific  quantities  of  bloom.  ‘Glimmer’  is  another  copious 
bloomer,  with  star-shaped  blooms  of  variable  white  with 
fuchsia  produced  10-15  per  stem  above  medium  green  large- 
growing  foliage. 

Another  sure-fire  winner  with  all  categories  of  growers  will 


be  ‘Rebel’s  Splatter  Kake’  by  Ruth  Bann,  which  has  emerald 
green  foliage  topped  by  large  stars  of  bright  pink  with  vivid 
purple  splashes,  all  framed  with  very  bright  white  edging.  The 
blooms  appeared  to  be  of  very  good  substance  and  should 
have  excellent  lasting  ability.  An  oldie,  and  an  excellent  per¬ 
former,  ‘Gala  Pink’,  also  showed  well  on  Kent’s  table.  This  dou¬ 
ble  pink  blossomed  variety  has  tons  of  gloriously  ruffled 
blooms  atop  very  dark  green,  red-backed  foliage  that  shapes 
absolutely  perfectly.  This  is  a  great  hybrid  from  Gordon  Boone. 
‘Ruffled  Romance’  is  just  that,  with  romantically  ruffled  pink 
single  blooms,  above  ruffled  foliage  of  dark  green  with 
rose/pink  variegation.  Kent  grew  it  beautifully  into  an 
extremely  striking  specimen!  ‘Colonial  Werris  Creek’, 
hybridized  by  Australian  Hams,  also  showed  well  on  Kent’s 
table.  This  large  growing  cultivar  with  light  green  foliage  pro¬ 
duces  large  quantities  of  white  with  pink  eye  blooms,  with  lots 
of  sugary  sparkles  in  the  well-ruffled  petals.  Congratulations  to 
Kent  on  his  superb  display,  horticultural  skills,  and  for  his  con¬ 
tinuing  work  with  exquisite  red  and  coral  African  violets! 

Ralph  Robinson  of  Rob’s  Mini-o-lets  won  2nd  Best  Display 
Thble  with  45  exquisite  miniatures  and  semiminiatures,  each 
being  extremely  well  grown.  Named  the  Best  Horticultural 
Specimen  on  the  table,  and  one  of  the  most  eye-catching,  was 
‘Rob’s  Argyle  Socks’,  a  very  lovely,  unique  cultivar  with  light 
pink  semidouble  slightly  ruffled  blooms  with  light  blue  splash¬ 
es  and  stripes  in  varying  quantity.  The  well-colored  foliage  has 
crown  variegation  in  shades  of  tan,  yellow  and  green,  and 
looks  as  though  it  will  easily  stay  in  size.  Rob  reports  when  this 
cultivar  sports  to  a  solid  blue,  it’s  equally  striking,  and  should 
be  named  ‘Rob’s  Blue  Socks’.  A  very  similarly  colored  plant, 
‘Rob’s  Hallucination’,  last  year’s  Best  New  Introduction,  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  impressive  with  its  strong,  perpetual  ability  to  per¬ 
form  well.  This  extremely  floriferous  cultivar  has  deep  blue 
blooms  with  pink  puff  fantasy  accents  produced  above  flawless 
Champion  variegated  foliage  of  tan,  cream  and  green  that 
forms  effortlessly  into  a  striking  show  plant.  Every  collection 
should  include  this  charmer! 

New  this  year  is  ‘Rob’s  Little  Pueblo’  a  welcome  addition 
to  a  weak  color  class  with  its  uniquely  colored  coral  star 
blooms.  Producing  10  or  so  to  a  stem,  the  blooms  are  held  well 
above  the  foliage  on  strong  stems  and  are  framed  by  very  dark, 
pointed,  flat-growing  foliage  that  shapes  well.  The  pollen  sacs 
are  obvious,  adding  a  tropical  feel  to  this  entry,  and  the  varia¬ 
tion  in  the  bloom  color  as  it  ages  lends  interest.  ‘Rob’s  Miss 
Sniffles’  will  be  an  asset  to  your  collection  if  you  enjoy  highly 
variable  plants.  This  beauty  will  charm  its  way  into  your  heart 
with  its  blooms  of  white  with  varying  amounts  of  red-fuchsia 
semidouble.  The  foliage  is  medium  green  and  forms  well, 
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providing  a  nice  frame  for  the  unpredictable  blooms!  ‘Rob’s 
Rinky  Dink’  is  a  delightful  miniature  featuring  an  abundant 
quantity  of  bright  red  pansy  blooms  that  literally  glow  against 
the  very  dark,  well-behaved  foliage.  It’s  another  good  one  to 
grow  in  a  not  easily  filled  color  class.  If  you’re  looking  for 
something  unique,  try  ‘Rob’s  Zippity  Doo’,  with  ruby  splattered 
rose  fantasy  blooms  above  medium  green  Lilian  Jarrett  varie¬ 
gated  foliage.  This  miniature  again  demonstrates  Rob’s 
attempts  to  bring  new  bloom/foliage  combinations  to  African 
violet  enthusiasts. 

Others  on  the  table  included  a  premier  show  plant,  ‘Rob’s 
Fiddle  Faddle’  and  ‘Rob’s  Bamboozle’  which  produces  masses 
of  pink  blooms  with  rose  shading  literally  covering  the  foliage. 
Rob  also  presented  several  ‘Rob’s  Twinkle  Pink’,  about  which 
not  enough  accolades  can  be  given.  It  is  a  tiny  growing  plant 
with  double,  medium  pink  blooms,  perfect  for  exhibition,  con¬ 
tainer  garden  use,  or  for  treasuring  in  your  private  collection. 
Its  companion,  ‘Rob’s  Twinkle  Blue’  sports  bell-shaped  blue 
blooms  on  tiny,  pointed  green  foliage,  and  has  the  same  attrib¬ 
utes.  Of  special  note  is  ‘Rob’s  June  Bug’,  which  should  not  be 
overlooked  by  the  home  grower  or  the  exhibitor!  Rob  had  three 
of  these  tiny  plants  on  his  table,  and  you  couldn’t  have  asked 
for  a  more  striking  presentation.  This  cultivar  has  blush-white 
blooms,  and  exhibits  wonderful  “sparkle”  in  the  bloom!  The 
abundantly  produced  blooms  are  held  above  Tommie  Lou  var¬ 
iegated  foliage  of  medium  green  with  white  accents,  and  those 
accents  include  a  faint  stripe  in  the  center  of  each  leaf  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  normally  expected  variegation  on  the  edge!  Each 


plant  had  this  unique  and  very  eye-catching  accent! 

In  the  specimen  classes,  relatively  new  cultivars  included 
several  from  the  Buckeye  series  by  Pat  Hancock,  grown  and 
shown  by  Shannon  Ahlman  of  the  Violet  Showcase.  These 
included  ‘Buckeye  Bravado’,  a  cultivar  with  variegated,  point¬ 
ed,  dark  green  foliage  with  a  pink-serrated  edge  and  ‘Buckeye 
Cherry  Freckles’,  the  best  plant  in  Commercial  Specimen 
Horticulture  had  pansy-shaped  blooms  of  coral  with  raspbeny 
freckles  and  splatters  produced  in  large  enough  quantities  to  fill 
the  plant,  which  is  quite  an  accomplishment  as  its  impressive 
variegated  foliage  literally  filled  the  table!  If  you  want  to  grow 
LARGE  plants,  grow  this  one! 

‘Ness’  Blueberry  Puffi,  shown  by  Don  and  Jean  Ness  of 
Midland  Violets,  is  quite  a  disciplined  grower,  with  flat,  scal¬ 
loped,  very  symmetrical  foliage  of  dark  green  topped  by 
healthy  amounts  of  deep  blue  pansies  with  light  pink  fantasy 
puffs.  The  Ness’  also  exhibited  two  chimeras,  ‘Ness’  Cherry 
Confection’  with  its  lovely  blooms  of  white  with  cherry-fuchsia 
ruffled  edges  above  light  green,  nicely  overlapping  foliage,  and 
the  outstanding  and  extremely  eye-catching  introduction, 
‘Ness’  Dream  Maker’,  which  will  make  an  impact  in  anyone’s 
collection!  This  white  ruffled  chimera  features  a  medium  pink 
center  stripe  which  carries  a  definite  coral  tint.  The  exquisite 
blooms  are  held  above  medium  green,  flat,  scalloped  foliage.  It 
really  stood  out  in  the  showroom! 

All  in  all,  this  convention  was  a  good  one  for  exciting  new 
hybrids!  Thanks  to  all  the  hybridizers  and  the  commercial 
exhibitors  who  presented  them  to  us. 


AVSA  Building  Maintenance  Fund 

Donations  from  May,  2000  -  June  30,  2000 
Helen  Blanton  •  622  Riverside  Drive  •  St.  Charles,  MO  63304 


Diablo  Valley  Study  Group,  Concord,  CA . $576.00 

Delores  Gibbs,  San  Marcos,  TX  . 50.00 

In  memory  of  Dorothy  Wilkins  and  H.S.  Dalton 

Bergen  County  AVS,  Wood  Ridge,  N]  . 5.00 

In  lieu  of  Judges fee for  Carol  Ann  Burrell 

Hans  &  Everdina  Inpijn,  Laguna  Woods,  CA . 25.00 

In  memory  of  Hilda  Carrairo 

Richmond  AVS,  Richmond,  VA . 75.00 

In  honor  of  Linda  Abplanalp,  Libbie  Glembocki, 

Pat  Knight,  Mary  Cundiff,  Sue  Hoffmann  &  Jack  Wilson 

Margie  Hill,  Urbandale,  lA .  4.00 

Milwaukee  AVS,  Milwaukee,  WI . 10.00 

Doris  Acree,  McKinzie,  TN . 5.00 

Isolyn  Gayle,  Rockville  Centre,  NY . 2.00 

Magic  Knight  AVS,  San  Antonio,  TX . 5.00 

Diane  Atkins,  Omaha,  NE .  1 .00 

Karen  Plourde,  Palos  Verdes  Peninsula,  CA . 45.00 

Joanne  Hunt,  Columbus,  OH . 10.00 

Harriet  Reichenback,  Miami,  FL . 3.00 

Diane  Keller,  Austin,  TX . 5.00 

Jeanne  Church,  Jemsalem,  AR . 5.00 

Nancy  Di  Paola,  West  Covina,  CA . . . 10.00 

Bruce  Parker,  Fairfax,  VA .  5.00 

Earl  Smoyer,  Allentown,  PA . 5.00 

Jean  Milstead,  Rensselaer,  NY . 5.00 


Tustana  AVS,  Oranga,  CA . $10.00 

In  memory  of  Ruth  Frankel 

Barbara  Werness,  Coon  Rapids,  MN . 5.00 

Geneva  Mayo,  Pulaski,  TN . 5.00 

Susan  Arano,  Burlington,  NJ . 5.00 

Frances  Forbes,  Stockbridge,  GA . 5.00 

Allen  Foust,  Orange,  NJ . 14.00 

Danville  AVS,  Danville,  Va .  5.00 

Rosemary  Miller,  Jasonville,  IN . 1.00 

Hisao  Tanaka,  Tokyo,  Japan . 7.00 

Jeanne  Seany,  Des  Peres,  MO . 10.00 

Thomas  O’Connell,  Catonsville,  MD . 5.00 

H.B.  Maddox,  Sequim,  WA . 10.00 

Suet  Lai  Yeung,  Hong  Kong . 10.00 

Hans  &  Everdina  Inpijn,  Laguna  Woods,  CA . 25.00 

In  memory  of  Harriet  Wooley 

John  &  Nancy  Hayes,  Bloomfield,  CT . 25.00 

In  memory  of  Mary  Meyer 

Margaret  Easches,  Florissant,  MO . 10.00 

In  memory  ofDelpha  Everding 

Helen  Magill,  St.  Louis,  MO . 10.00 

In  memory  ofDelpha  Everding 

Cynthia  de  Correa,  Panama . 20.00 

AVSA  Omaha  Convention .  1229.00 

Total . $2262.00 
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^  ^usy  Tim^ 

l^lant  Room  „ 


by  Sue  Hodges 


Now  that  the  really  hot  weather  is  over  there  are  many 
things  that  are  crying  out  to  be  done  in  my  plant  room.  My 
violets  have  been  very  neglected.  I  have  managed  to  do  a  few 
chores  but  time  will  tell  with  the  rest! 

I  did  very  little  to  my  plants  over  summer  as  I  felt  that  they 
were  suffering  enough  without  any  extra  disturbance.  With  the 
very  high  temperatures  the  violets  did  not  bloom  well  and  the 
flowers  faded  quickly.  You  may  have  noticed  that  the  color  of 
blooms  altered  too.  Fantasy  markings  are  fewer  in  the  heat  and 
white  edges  can  disappear  altogether.  Sometimes  white  blooms 
will  show  touches  of  pink  and  some  bi-colored  blooms  will 
bloom  a  solid  color.  With  my  plant  room  having  temperatures 
in  the  mid  90s  in  the  summer  I  expect  to  see  some  damage  on 
the  blooms.  Some  plants  will  be  effected  more  than  others. 
Some  will  even  have  distorted  blooms  without  stamens  and 
will  have  smaller  petals.  I  gave  up  growing  ‘Happy  Trail’ 
because  of  the  fact  that  it  did  not  like  my  conditions  in  the 
summer  -  the  blooms  always  distorted. 

Once  the  nights  begin  to  cool  a  little  I  find  that  the  plants 
recover  quickly.  My  few  large  plants,  mainly  those  from  last 
year’s  show  have  been  blooming  well  over  the  past  few  weeks 
and  everything  has  put  on  a  spurt  of  growth.  I  have  separated 
plantlets  and  potted  them  in  3"  pots.  In  about  6  weeks  time  I 
will  pot  them  up  into  4"  pots  which  should  give  me  good  sized 
plants  by  the  end  of  October.  I  like  to  pot  my  plants  up 
gradually  without  disturbing  the  roots  so  that  there  is  no 
interruption  to  the  growth  of  the  plant. 

My  large  plants  really  need  rejuvenating  at  this  stage. 
Having  been  left  untouched  over  summer,  most  have  necks 
and  rows  of  leaves  that  need  to  be  removed.  I  like  to  remove 
the  plant  from  the  pot  and  crumble  the  mix  away  from  the 
roots.  Then,  I  remove  the  outer  leaves  until  I  have  a  plant 
about  8"  in  diameter  and  I  scrape  the  trunk  to  remove  any  leaf 
stubs  or  scales  where  older  leaves  have  been  removed.  I  find  it 
is  best  to  remove  any  blooms  at  this  time,  too.  Using  scissors, 
I  trim  the  rootball  so  that  it  will  fit  into  a  clean  4"  pot.  I  then 
repot  the  plant  with  the  crown  even  with  the  rim  of  the  pot  and 
water  it  gently  from  the  top.  The  pot  is  set  aside  to  drain  and 
then  is  placed  back  on  the  shelf  and  treated  in  the  same  man¬ 
ner  as  all  my  other  plants.  Sometimes  I  give  the  plants  plain 
water  for  a  week  or  two  but  they  often  get  fertilizer  from  the 
very  beginning! 


Most  of  my  miniature  and  semi-miniature  plants  were  a 
sorry  sight!  Many  showed  new  growth  that  was  more  vigor¬ 
ous  than  the  summer  growth  and  needed  to  be  stripped  back 
fairly  severely.  In  fact,  I  removed  the  crown  from  most  plants 
and  planted  it  and  discarded  the  whole  rootball.  To  do  this  I 
stripped  the  plant  back  to  just  the  center  crown  and  cut  off  the 
top  with  a  razor  blade.  1  scraped  the  stem  to  remove  stubs  and 
trimmed  it  to  about  1/2"  long.  Then  I  filled  a  small  pot  with 
mix,  made  a  hole  in  the  center  and  planted  the  crown,  water¬ 
ing  it  gently  to  settle  the  mix  around  the  stem.  The  plants  can 
be  enclosed  in  a  terrarium  or  a  plastic  bag  until  they  have 
developed  roots.  I  would  expect  the  plants  that  have  been 
treated  in  this  way  to  be  back  in  bloom  in  about  12  weeks 
although  they  will  certainly  take  longer  in  cool  weather. 

1  grow  a  few  trailers  now  but  they  have  been  given  the 
treatment,  too.  Some  have  had  their  tips  pinched  out  to  make 
them  bushy  and  others  have  been  repotted.  If  I  cut  the  trails 
back  I  always  let  the  plant  recover  before  I  repot.  I  have  potted 
up  tips  of  trailers  to  replace  some  of  my  plants.  I  find  that  they 
get  to  a  stage  where  it  is  easier  to  restart  the  plant  rather  than 
rejuvenate  an  old  one. 

While  I  am  trying  to  keep  my  collection  to  a  more 
manageable  size,  I  have  put  down  some  leaves  of  favorites  so 
that  I  have  new  plants  coming  on.  They  should  have  time  to 
root  before  the  cool  weather  and  they  will  be  ready  to  really  go 
ahead  in  spring.  Variegated  leaves  can  be  a  problem  in  the 
winter  -  sometimes  the  babies  will  be  all  white  and  unable  to 
survive  without  the  mother  leaf  I  find  that  they  green  up 
quickly  with  warmth  and  are  often  best  grown  above  the 
ballast  of  your  lights  -  this  gives  off  extra  heat! 

Probably  the  worst  thing  about  all  this  repotting  is  the  pile 
of  dirty  pots  waiting  to  be  washed!  I  soak  them  in  a  bucket  of 
hot  water  with  detergent  and  bleach  and  leave  them  overnight 
at  least.  The  next  day  I  rinse  them  well. 

Good  luck  with  your  autumn  potting  - 1  find  that  anything 
done  at  this  time  of  year  is  rewarded  with  good  growth  and 
plenty  of  flowers,  particularly  in  the  spring,  which  is  just  when 
I  want  good  plants  for  the  Annual  Show. 
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AVSA  BOOSTER  FUND 

Bill  Lyons  •  38  Indian  Creek  Drive  •  Levittown,  PA  19057 
CONTRIBUTIONS  1  APRIL  TO  31  MAY  2000 


Yvonne  Ozio,  Morgan  City,  LA . $20.00 

In  memory  of  Charles  L  Wells,  Jather  of  Charles  Wells 

Union  County  Chapter  AVSA,  Scotch  Plains,  NJ . 5.00 

In  lieu  of  travel  expense for  Jan  Murasko,  Central  Jersey,  AVS 

Union  County  Chapter  AVSA,  Scotch  Plains,  NJ . 5.00 

In  lieu  of  travel  expense for  Fred  Hill,  Garden  State  AVS 

Spring  Branch,  AVS,  Houston,  TX . 25.00 

Apply  to  Beaumont  new  Technology  Up-grade 

Union  County  Chapter  AVSA,  Scotch  Plains,  NJ . 10.00 

In  lieu  of  travel  expense  for  Kay  &  Bill  Lyons, 

Lower  Bucks  County  AVS,  PA. 

Frances  Young,  Austin,  TX . 25.00 

In fond  memory  of  Dorothy  Wilkins, 

who  contributed  so  much  to  the  First  Austin  AVS 

AVSA  Executive  Committee . 70.00 

In  memory  of  Bob  Gordon,  Jather  of  Gary  Gordon 

Margie  Hill,  Urbandale,  lA . 4.00 

Milwaukee  AVS,  Milwaukee,  W1 . 10.00 

Doris  Acree,  Me  Kenzie,  TN . 5.00 

Isolyn  Gayle,  Rockville  Centre,  NY . 3.00 

Karen  Plourde,  Palos  Verdes  Peninsula,  CA . 45.00 

Apply  toward  the  plant  registration  microfilm  fund 

Magic  Knight  AVS.  San  Antonio,  TX . 5.00 

Mary  Lester,  Aurora,  CO . 20.00 

Jeanne  Church,  Jerusalem,  AR . 3.00 

Jane  B.  Sherer,  Dora,  AL . 5.00 

Harriet  Reichenback,  Miami,  FL . 3.00 

Sue  Arakaki,  San  Mateo,  CA . 5.00 

Kenn  Lai,  Shatin,  Hong  Kong . 25.00 

Diane  Keller,  Austin,  TX . 5.00 

Diane  Atkins,  Omaha,  NE . 5.00 

Vivian  Horak,  Naples,  FL . 5.00 

AVS  of  Greater  Tulsa,  Uilsa,  OK . 50.00 

Purchase  of  two  new  desk  lamps.  One  for  the  Editor’s  desk  and 
the  other  for  the  new  FAX  machine 

Allen  Knieger,  Zanesville,  OH . 10.00 

Iris  Keating,  Claremont,  CA . 25.00 

In  fond  memory  ofLyn  Gould, 
a  mentor  to  many  Ajrican  violet  enthusiasts 

The  Violeteers,  Denver,  CO . 25.00 

In  memory  of  Orville  Mcllvanie,  husband  of  Jean  Mcllvanie. 
Apply  to  Beaumont  copier  fund 

Dialbo  Valley  AV  Growers,  Concord,  CA .  576.00 

Organization  has  ceased  to  meet  Donation  to  help  boost  the 
plant  registration  microfilm  project 

Jane  Rexilius,  Houston,  TX . 25.00 

In  memory  of  Bob  Gordon,  Jather  J  Gary  Gordon 

Clark  Barnes,  Granby,  CT . 5.00 

Elizabeth  Kuen,  East  Haven,  CT . 30.00 

Debra  Black,  Lake  Mary,  FL . 3.00 

Patricia  Miklica,  San  Jose,  CA . 2.00 

Geneva  Mayo,  Pulaski,  TN . 5.00 

Patsy  Boddy,  Rancho  Cordova,  CA . 2.00 

Rosemary  Miller,  Jasonville,  IN . 2.00 

Frances  Forbes,  Stockbridge,  GA . 5.00 

Dansville  AVS,  Dansville,  VA . 5.00 

Susan  Arno,  Burlington,  NJ . 5.00 

James  Welch,  San  Leandro,  CA . 30.00 

Apply  toward  the  plant  registration  microfilm fund 


Florence  Silverstein,  Norwalk,  CT . $10.00 

Alice  Brown,  North  Little  Rock,  AR . 10.00 

Allen  Faust,  Orange,  NJ . 14.00 

Martha  Spyridon,  Delray  Beach,  FL . 10.00 

Heidi  Bonneau,  San  Jose,  CA . 100.00 

Apply  to  the  plant  registration  microfilm  project 

Burlington  County  AVC,  Burlington,  NJ . 5.00 

In  lieu  of  travel  expense for  Mr.  Lee  Allen,  AVS  oj  Lower  Bucks 
Co,  PA. 

Burlington  County  AVC,  Burlington,  NJ . 5.00 

In  lieu  of  travel  expense for  Frank  Senna.  AVS  Bergen  County,  NJ 

Burlington  County  AVC,  Burlington,  NJ . .  5.00 

In  lieu  oJ  travel  experrse forjan  Murasko,  Central  Jersey  AVS 

Burlington  County  AVC,  Burlington,  NJ . 5.00 

In  lieu  of  travel  experrse for  Laura  Sharrnon, 

AVS  Philadelphia,  PA. 

Burlington  County  AVC,  Burlington,  NJ . .  10.00 

In  lieu  of  travel  expense for  Jill  Fischer  arrd  Bob  Kwzynski 
AVC Monis  County,  NJ. 

First  Austin  AVS,  Austin,  TX . 25.00 

In  memory  J  Gladys  Hudrrall 

First  Austin  AVS,  Austin,  TX . 25.00 

In  memory  of  Dorothy  Wilkins 

First  Austin  AVS,  Austin,  TX . 25.00 

In  memory  J  Paula  Barton 

First  Austin  AVS,  Austin,  TX . 25.00 

In  memory  oJ Raymond  Prasatik,  husband  oJ Alice  Prasatik 

First  Austin  AVS,  Austin,  TX . 25.00 

In  memory  of  H.S.  Dalton,  husband  J  Charlotte  Dalton 

Meredith  Hall,  Houston,  TX . 25,00 

In  Jorrd  memory  of  Gladys  Hudrrall 

Mary  Boland,  Alexandria,  VA . 75.00 

Irr  memory  of  Past  Presiderrt,  Mr.  L.  T.  Ozio,  Jr 
In  merrrory  JJormer  President,  Mrs.  Gerre  Garxirrer 
In  memory  oJ  Gladys  Hudrrall 
In  merrrory  J  Paula  Foster’s  rrrother  Sarah  Wilson 


Irr  rrrerrrory  Jjack  &  Agres  Durrearr,  parents  of  Meredith  Hall 


H.  B.  Maddox,  Sequim,  WA . 10.00 

Kathleen  Arceneatix,  Blacksburg,  VA . 10.00 

Cynthia  de  Correa,  Basque  Lefeure,  Panama . 20.00 

Itsuko  Ishimoto,  Honolulu,  HI . 25.00 

W.  E.  Clarke,  Nepean,  ON,  Canada . 27.50 

Suet  Lai  Yeung,  Thi  Wai,  Shatin,  Hong  Kong . 10.00 

Omaha  Booster  Fund  Promotion  Thble,  Omaha,  NE . 1,185.32 


Apply  to  the  plant  registration  micr'ofilm  project 

“MANY,  MANY  THANKS"  to  the  rnerrrbers  who  dorrated  the 
merchandise  or  who  rnarrrred  the  table. 

Dorothy  &  Reg.  Townsend,  Australia-,  Edrra  Rourke,  Sheltorr,  CT; 
Shirley  Berger',  Sebting,  FL;  Laurerre  Jorres,  Arrrradale,  VA; 
Arrrrarnarie  Mays,  Alexarrdria,  VA;  Fr'arrces  Ratte,  Black  Hawk. 
CO;  Kazuo  Horikoshi,  Tokyo,-  Susurnu  Shizukawa,  Tokyo, 

Itsuko  Ishimoto,  Horrolulu,  HI;  Lisa  Di  Marrbro,  Chester,  NH; 
Violets  Jthe  West,  Arvada,  CO;  Gertrxide  Morabito,  Pairresville, 
OH;  Bev.  Prorrrersberger,  Clirrtwood,  VA;  and  Kay  arrd  Bill  Lyorrs, 
Levittown,  PA. 


TOTAL: .  $2,797.82 
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Dr.  Jeff  Smith 
The  Indiana  Academy 
Ball  State  University 
Muncie,  IN  47306 
06JLSmith@BSUVCBSU.EDU 


One  of  the  requirements  for  working  toward  the  future,  is 
knowing  something  about  the  past.  The  history  of  African 
violets  has  been  well  documented  and  is  slightly  over  100 
years  old.  That  past  tells  us  that  only  a  few  of  the  wild 
Saintpaulia  species  were  used  in  development  of  our  present 
cultivars.  As  we  tiy^  to  develop  plants  for  a  new  century',  it 
may  be  useful  to  look  to  other  Saintpaulia  species  for  desir¬ 
able  traits.  For  example,  a  reader  recently  commented  on  the 
ability  of  5.  grotei  to  resist  mites.  A  quick  poll  of  the  mem¬ 
bership  of  three  email  groups  found  several  others  who  had 
reason  to  believe  that  5.  grotei  may  have  some  degree  of  mite 
resistance.  If  you  have  noticed  that  S.  grotei  or  its  descen¬ 
dants,  the  large  trailers,  have  mite  resistance,  please  send  me 
a  note  or  email  about  your  experience.  Your  experiences 
might  help  hybridizers  avoid  the  problem  noted  in  the  first 
question. 

^  While  using  Kelthane  to  treat  mites,  a  number  oj 
0  treated  plants  were  observed  to  develop  birth- 
spots  in  the  leaves  and  other  types  of  irregular  growth. 
Where  these  mutations  caused  by  the  Kelthane? 

A:  African  violets  seem  especially  susceptible  to  factors 
that  can  cause  mutations  or  other  types  of  genetic  damage.  I 
have  observed  that  the  use  of  Kelthane  can  cause  damage  to 
leaves  of  African  violets.  1  would  not  be  suiprised  to  hear  that 
it  may  also  cause  mutations,  sports,  or  other  types  of 
irregular  growth. 

If  you  find  you  must  use  pesticides  to  control  problems, 
be  sure  to  choose  the  appropriate  product  and  to  follow  all 
label  directions.  Even  when  used  correctly,  pesticides  can 
still  cause  damage  to  sensitive  organisms  such  as  African 
violets. 

^  When  rooting  leaves  of  a  red-backed  cultivar, 
0  about  hafofthe  new  plantlets  were  the  same  as 


the  parent,  while  the  rest  had  solid  green foliage  and  no  red 
backing.  The flowers  of  these  plants  were  also  different  than 
that  of  the  original  parent  What  happened? 

h.1  What  you  have  observed  is  a  common  mutation  that 
occurs  when  leaves  are  used  to  reproduce  African  violets. 
New  plantlets  start  from  single  cells  in  the  leaf  petioles.  If 
these  cells  have  lost  the  trait  for  red-backing,  they  will  pro¬ 
duce  plantlets  that  are  not  true  to  type.  The  gene  that  makes 
the  leaf  epidermis  develop  the  red  pigment  is  also  linked  to 
the  genes  for  flower  colors.  Where  there  is  a  mutation  in  one, 
there  is  often  a  mutation  in  the  other.  Your  green-backed 
plantlets  seem  to  have  sported  and  lost  these  traits.  If  the 
sport  is  an  improvement  over  the  original  cultivar,  you  could 
release  these  plants  following  the  rules  of  the  AVSA. 
Otherwise,  enjoy  the  new  plants,  but  don't  release  them 
under  the  name  of  their  original  cultivar. 

^cive  been  trying  to  cross  two  plants  with 
0  double  fowers  together,  but  /  never  seem  to  be 
able  to  succeed.  Do  you  have  any  suggestions? 

At  Plants  with  double  flowers  can  be  very  hard  to  use  in 
genetic  crosses.  The  mutation  that  gives  the  extra  petals  does 
so  by  converting  the  sexual  parts  of  the  flower  into  petals. 
This  change  is  most  obvious  in  the  stamens,  but  often  the 
pistils  are  converted  too.  With  so  much  of  the  sexual  parts 
converted  into  petals,  plants  with  double  flowers  are  often 
functionally  sterile.  The  usual  advice  is  to  keep  trying,  or 
choose  different  plants  for  the  parents. 

In  some  cases,  however,  starving  the  plant  for  fertilizer 
may  help.  The  strain  produced  by  the  lack  of  fertilizer  may 
cause  the  flowers  to  be  more  “normal”  in  appearance,  restor¬ 
ing  the  sexual  function  of  the  stamens  and  pistils.  Try  with¬ 
holding  fertilizer  from  your  chosen  parent  plants  and  see  if 
this  helps  them  produce  more  normal  flowers  for  your 
hybridizing  efforts.  Good  Luck! 
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J’ve  seen  some  plants  produce  two  Jlowers  stalks 
per  leaf.  Is  this  a  genetic  trait  or  an  environmen¬ 
tal  one? 

h.%  The  ability  to  produce  two  flower  stalks  per  leaf  is  like¬ 
ly  a  genetic  trait  that  can  be  expressed  under  certain  environ¬ 
mental  conditions.  Some  plants  seem  to  have  this  ability  due  to 
their  genetics.  The  species  plants  Saintpaulia  grandifolia  and  5. 
tongwensis,  for  example,  are  plants  that  seem  to  have  this 
genetic  trait.  However,  this  trait  is  very  energy  demanding  on 


The  way  I  grow  episcias  is  a  little  different.  I  grow  them  in 
almost  completely  closed  flat  containers  about  three  inches 
high.  I  leave  the  stolons  on  (unless  I  want  to  start  one  in  anoth¬ 
er  container.)  As  the  stolons  grow  I  peg  them  down  in  the  con¬ 
tainer.  This  makes  smaller  but  more  plants  per  container.  With 


the  plant  and  will  be  expressed  only  under  good  growing  con¬ 
ditions. 

One  of  our  large  commercial  producers  of  African  violets  is 
working  on  adding  this  trait  to  their  stock.  The  two  stalks  don’t 
flower  at  exactly  the  same  time.  As  the  flowers  on  one  stalk 
fade,  the  flowers  on  the  other  will  be  just  opening.  This  should 
extend  the  flowering  time  of  the  plant  and  increase  its  shelf  life 
for  sale.  If  they  are  successful,  look  for  this  trait  to  appear  in 
plants  where  commercially  produced  African  violets  are  sold. 


this  method  the  episcias  grow,  produce  stolons  and  bloom!  I  use 
2  parts  African  violet  soil  to  1  part  coarse  Vermiculite  and  1  part 
Perlite.  I  fertilize  them  just  like  I  do  African  violets,  but  not  as 
often.  Two  years  ago  my  Episcia,  ‘Frosty’,  won  Best  Gesneriad 
in  the  Carlsbad  African  Violet  Society  show. 


AYOD  A  eiRTHDAY  PAMC 

by  Ame  Tinari  •  Cbairmon  of  AVSA  Mentersbip  and  Promotion 

Have  you  ever  hurriedly  glanced  in  your  date  book  and  suddenly  realized  you  had  forgotten  to  send  a  card,  an 
appropriate  gift  or  some  small  recognition  to  someone  you  cared  about? 

Not  to  worry!  One  of  the  most  lasting  appropriate  gifts  can  be  your  immediate  answer,  a  subscription  to  the  colorful 
AFRICAN  VIOLET  MAGAZINE  published  since  1947  is  still  as  popular  as  the  first  issue. 

In  this  modem  world  where  reading  is  greatly  emphasized  for  special  hobbies  this  magazine  has  it  all.  I  receive  let¬ 
ters  constantly  asking  for  membership  blanks  to  enclose  in  a  birthday  or  greeting  card.  So  easy  to  use  and  so 
meaningful  to  the  recipient.  This  can  be  your  gift  of  joy  and  interest  that  you  can  bring  into  someone’s  life. 

I  recently  found  a  copy  browsing  through  a  stack  of  magazines  in  a  doctor’s  office.  It  was  well-worn  and  needed 
replacement,  which  I  promptly  attended  to  with  an  updated  copy. 

Plants  and  gardening  interests  never  cease  to  be  enjoyed  or  renewed  at  any  age  with  enthusiasm.  Interest  may 
wane  at  times,  but  a  reminder  with  a  colorful,  informative  magazine  can  revive  the  pleasure  that  growing  African 
violets  brings.  Once  you  have  grown  African  violets  it  is  always  refreshing  to  return  to  this  popular  hobby. 

As  you  prepare  for  your  fall  and  winter  holidays  consider  having  on  hand  a  few  African  violet  membership  blanks 
to  insert  in  your  gift  greeting  cards.  Subscription  blanks  can  be  obtained  from  our  AVSA  office  or  send  your  requests 
directly  to  me  and  I  shall  be  happy  to  promptly  send  them  on  for  your  convenience. 


The  Way  I  Grow  Episcias 

by  Pauline  Mueller 


In  Memory 


GLADYS  HUDNALL 

Gladys  Hudnall  passed  away  on  May  1 1 ,  2000,  one  week  before 
her  97th  birthday.  She  was  an  honoraiy  lifetime  member  of  the  First 
Au§|^,Afii^05Aolet  Society  serving  as  its  president  in  1 974  to  1 976. 

was  the  Chairman  of  the  AVSA  Convention  held  in 
Alisflri^^fetas.  From  there  she  went  on  to  be  AVSA  Convention 
Director,  a  position  Gladys  held  for  many  years.  As  president  of  the 
Lone  Star  African  Violet  Council,  Central  Texas  judges  Council  and  of 
the  Austin  Area  Garden  Council,  she  was  a  positive  role  model  for  all 
of  us. 

A  teacher  by  profession,  and  a  master  judge,  Gladys  was  always 
available  for  new  and  experienced  growers  alike.  Her  knowledge  and 


love  for  the  African  violet,  the  other  gesneriads  and  especially  the 
species  was  always  apparent.  She  will  be  greatly  missed  by  all  who 


FRANK  MITCHARD 

Frank  Mitchard  was  an  enthusiastic  member  of  the  African  Violet 
Society  of  Northern  Illinois,  serving  as  Ways  and  Means  Chairman;  a 
member  of  the  Illinois  African  Violet  Society  and  the  African  Violet 
Society  of  America.  Frank  always  wore  a  smile.  A  dedicated  member 
of  his  church,  Frank  always  presented  an  African  violet  to  the  church 
mothers  on  Mother’s  Day.  He  will  be  missed  by  all  who  knew  him. 
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K  ..V-  ^  ■  Shows  and  Judges  Committee 

email:bpJoster@airmailnet 


The  judges’  list  will  appear  in  this  issue  of  the  AFRICAN 
VIOLET  MAGAZINE.  Please  check  the  list  to  see  that  you  are 
listed  properly.  If  your  name  is  NOT  on  the  list,  first  verify  that 
you  have  renewed  your  membership  and  that  your  judges  cer¬ 
tificate  has  not  expired.  Work  on  this  list  must  be  done  in 
advance  of  publication  so  if  your  membership  or  certificate 
expired  prior  to  July  1 ,  you  may  be  omitted.  Any  names  omit¬ 
ted  in  error  will  be  published  in  a  future  issue. 

The  Judges’  Breakfast  always  draws  a  nice  crowd  at  con¬ 
ventions.  It  is  an  interesting  arena  where  questions  are 
answered  and  lively  discussions  take  place.  One  of  the  posi¬ 
tive  things  that  you  will  be  happy  to  hear  is  that  you  no  longer 
need  to  send  a  remittance  when  you  request  the  SSA  packet 
with  NO  rosettes.  You  will  still  need  to  send  $2.50  if  one  col¬ 
lection  rosette  is  needed  and/or  $5.00  for  each  set  of  collection 
rosettes,  therefore,  if  you  need  a  set  of  standard  rosettes  and 
the  semi/mini  rosettes,  you  will  need  to  submit  $10.00. 

Judges,  please  check  your  math  before  you  check  the 
“Best  Collection”  box  on  the  collection  score  sheet.  The  SSA 
packet  is  returned  to  our  schedule  approver,  Pat  Sutton.  One 
of  her  duties  is  to  verify  the  correctness  of  the  score  sheet.  She 
has  received  collection  score  sheets  that  have  awarded  the 
WRONG  collection  the  top  rosette.  It  is  an  honor  to  be  invited 
to  judge  so  judges  should  exert  every  effort  to  avoid  mistakes 
such  as  this. 

Here  are  some  other  items  of  discussion; 

How  many  judges  should  serve  on  a  panel?  Well,  the 
Handbook  clearly  states  that  three  judges  make  up  a  panel.  It 
was  brought  to  our  attention  that  one  Affiliate  used  only  two 
judges  per  panel.  Judges,  if  this  ever  happens  to  you,  please 
refuse  to  judge  until  a  third  judge  is  assigned  to  your  panel. 
Using  only  two  judges  on  a  panel  actually  disqualifies  the 
show  as  an  AVSA  Standard  Show.  This  is  the  first  time,  and 
we  hope  the  last,  for  this  to  happen. 

Is  an  entry  that  receives  a  blue  ribbon  entitled  to  a  Best- 
in-Class  award  even  it  is  the  only  entry  in  the  class?  Yes,  of 


course  it  is!  We  heard  from  at  least  three  sections  of  the  coun¬ 
try  that  judges  refused  to  award  the  Best-in-Class  award 
when  there  was  only  one  entry  in  the  class.  Some  of  their 
reasons  were  that  it  was  a  low  blue  or  that  they  had  the 
option  to  refuse  the  Best-in-Class  award.  Actually,  the  ribbon 
for  a  low  blue  and  a  high  blue  are  the  same  color!  AVSA  rules 
state  that  blue  ribbon  entries  ARE  eligible  for  special  awards. 
No  mention  is  made  of  low  or  high  blue.  Some  judges  quoted 
from  a  statement  on  page  47  of  the  Handbook  under  “Special 
Show  Awards”  which  states  that  special  show  awards  are 
optional.  Page  47  has  nothing  to  do  with  Judges  options.  It  is 
a  guideline  for  the  Affiliates  to  use  in  deciding  which  special 
award  they  will  offer  in  their  show.  Judges  do  have  the  option 
of  refusing  to  award  unworthy  exhibits.  Once  they  have 
awarded  a  blue  ribbon,  they  DO  NOT  have  the  option  to 
refuse  a  Best-in-Class  award,  even  it  is  the  only  entry  in  the 
class. 

Where  should  sports  and  mutants  be  entered  in  a  show? 
Sports  and  mutants  should  be  entered  as  new  introductions.  If 
the  exhibitor  chooses  to  enter  them  in  the  regular  class,  the 
word  “sport”  should  be  omitted.  The  judges  would  then  be 
obligated  to  deduct  points  according  to  judging  considerations 
starting  on  page  52  of  the  Handbook.  There  has  been  much 
discussion  on  sports  and  mutants  so  the  Shows  and  Judges 
Committee  had  decided  to  attempt  to  clarify  this. 

Please  add  this  sentence  after  the  last  paragraph  on 
page  20:  To  determine  the  worthiness  of  a  sport  or  mutant,  it 
is  suggested  that  it  be  propagated  through  three  generations  to 
assure  that  the  sport  or  mutant  has  a  high  degree  of  stability. 
Please  add  this  sentence,  on  page  58,  at  the  end  of  the 
third  paragraph  under  “Special  Notes  on  New 
Cultivars”:  SPORTS  AND  MUTANTS  MUST  BE  ENTERED  IN 
THE  CLASSES  FOR  NEW  INTRODUCTIONS.  (For  more  infor¬ 
mation  on  sports  and  mutants,  please  refer  to  page  20).  On 
page  35  on  next  to  last  line  on  the  page,  change  the 
word  “editor”  to  “columnist”. 
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Successful  AVSA  Auction 

by  Edna  Rourke 

99  Old  Stratford  Road  •  Shelton  CT  06484 
203-926-9716  •  Apapillon@aoLcom 


My  thanks  to  the  very  generous  donors  and  winning  bid¬ 
ders  who  made  the  Saturday  Auction  in  Omaha  such  a  success. 
Because  of  your  support  we  made  $2,541. 

A  very  special  thank  you  goes  to  our  auctioneer,  AVSA 
First  Vice  President  Jack  Wilson  who  made  this  auction  as 
much  fun  as  it  was  successful.  To  our  auction  staff  -  Charlene 
Boyce,  Dale  Martens,  Barbara  Pershing  and  Pat  Richards  my 
gratitude  for  your  help  and  support;  to  John  Carter  my  thanks 
for  your  help  as  well  as  patience  with  our  auction  records;  to 
Ruth  Rumsey,  our  AVSA  Editor,  and  to  Jenny  Daugereau  from 
our  AVSA  office  who  recorded,  collected  and  kept  track  of  the 
treasury  a  special  thank  you. 

To  our  donors:  Nancy  Amelung,  Ruth  Bann,  John  Boggan, 
John  and  Judy  Carter,  Lisa  DiMambro,  Romona  Donnell,  Alice 
Easter,  Bill  and  Paul  Foster,  Don  Geiss,  Linda  Golubski,  Gary 
Gordon,  Ovella  Hall,  Pat  Hancock,  Lynda  Harkenreader,  Mary 


The  African  Violet  Society  of  Minnesota  will  celebrate  its 
Golden  Anniversary  this  fall  with  a  huge  three-day  AVSA 
affiliate  show. 

The  Minnesota  society  was  organized  in  late  1950  by  Dora 
Baker  and  others.  From  the  beginning  it  was  affiliated  with  the 
African  Violet  Society  of  America.  In  existence  before  the 
appearance  of  shopping  malls,  early  shows  were  held  in 
downtown  department  stores  in  Minneapolis  and  Saint  Paul. 
Shows  consisted  of  club  tables  only,  with  individual  plant  judg¬ 
ing  coming  later  as  members  became  trained  judges.  Three 
national  conventions,  in  1956,  1973,  and  1986,  have  been 
hosted  in  the  Twin  Cities  by  AVSM. 

This  special  golden  anniversary  show  will  be  held  October 
27,  28  and  29,  during  mall  hours,  at  HarMar  Mall,  located  at 


Hill,  Sue  Hoffman,  Laurene  Jones,  Dale  Martens,  Bill  and 
Katherine  Paauwe  of  Violets  by  Appointment,  Rex  Pershing, 
Janet  Riemer,  Pat  Richards,  Allan  Schulman  of  Glentronics, 
Terry  Seymour  of  Not  Just  Violets,  Pat  Sutton,  Frank  and  Anne 
Rnari  of  Tlnari  Greenhouses,  Reg  and  Dorothy  Townsend  and 
Pat  Vincoguerra  a  huge  thank  you  for  your  generous  donations 
-  we  couldn’t  have  done  it  without  you. 

Last,  but  certainly  not  least  to  all  of  our  winning  bidders 
thank  you  for  your  support.  Without  your  enthusiasm  and 
generosity  this  auction  wouldn’t  have  been  possible. 

Information  about  next  year’s  auction  will  appear  in 
upcoming  issues  of  the  African  Violet  Magazine  as  well  as  on 
the  auction  section  of  the  Internet  site  (AVSA2001.org)  for  the 
2001  Chicago  Convention  that  is  already  up  and  running  and 
very  kindly  provided  by  Joe  Bruns.  I’m  looking  forward  to 
seeing  you  in  Chicago. 


Snelling  Avenue  and  County  Road  B  in  Roseville,  a  suburb  of 
Saint  Paul.  We  are  especially  pleased  and  grateful  that 
members  of  the  North  Star  African  Violet  Council  have 
graciously  accepted  our  invitation  to  participate  as  our  guests. 

We  are  also  pleased  that  three  AVSA  commercial  members 
have  agreed  to  set  up  sales  tables  at  the  show:  Don  and  Jean 
Ness,  Midland  Violets,  White  Bear  Lake,  MN;  Marcia  Belisle, 
Belisle’s,  Ojibwa,  Wl;  and  Kent  and  Joyce  Stork,  Kent’s 
Flowers,  Fremont,  NE. 

A  beautiful  blue  African  violet  named  “Jesse,”  the  name  of 
our  well-known  governor,  will  be  introduced  by  one  of  our 
Minnesota  hybridizers.  AVSA  members  and  friends  every¬ 
where  are  cordially  invited  to  come  and  celebrate  this  impor¬ 
tant  milestone  with  us.  We’d  love  to  have  you. 


Gesneriad  Flowers  Come  In  Many  Forms 

«  \  *\ 


Saintpaulia 
(African  violet) 


Nematanthus  Sinningia  speceosa 
(Guppy  plant)  (Florist  Gloxinia) 


Columnea 
(Goldfish  Plant) 


Aeschynanthus 
(Lipstick  Vine) 


Streptocarpus 
(Cape  Primrose) 


From  “An  Introduction  to  Gesneriads:  African  Violets  and  their  Relatives” 


“GOLDEN  ANNIVERSARY  OF  THE  AVS  OF  MINNESOTA” 

by  Amy  Lackner  •  Little  Canada,  MN 
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Ralph  Robinson 

RO.  Box  9 
Naples,  NY  14512 
email:  robsviolet@aoLcom 


Dorothy  Kosowsky 
712  Cunningham  Dr. 

Whittier,  CA  90601 
email:  dot3Joe@earthlink.net 


Olive  and  I  have  just  returned  from  this  year’s  AVSA  con¬ 
vention  in  Omaha.  For  those  who  decided  not  to  go  because  of 
the  location  you  missed  one  of  the  best  conventions  I’ve  been 
to  (I’ve  been  to  17).  There  were  nearly  800  entries  in  the 
show,  and  all  were  of  very  high  quality.  For  every  plant  on  the 
court  of  honor  (and  that  itself  had  to  be  seen) ,  there  were  a 
dozen  more  that  would  have  been  worthy  choices.  As  a  com¬ 
mercial  seller,  we  were  also  pleased,  as  was  every  seller  there. 
There  weren’t  many  unsold  plants  to  take  back  home. 

Though  we  enjoyed  our  trip  to  Omaha,  we’re  glad  to  be 
back  home.  There  won’t  be  another  show  to  drive  to  for  anoth¬ 
er  3  months,  and  we  like  to  enjoy  the  summer  here.  As  for 
those  fall  shows,  we’ll  be  in  Mansfield,  Ohio  in  late  September 
(the  Ohio  State  A'VS  show) ,  Rochester  in  late  October  for  the 
New  York  State  AVS  show,  and  the  Philadelphia  area  in 
November  for  the  Mid-Atlantic  show.  All  three  are  worth 
attending. 

As  is  always  the  case,  we  are  much  too  busy  to  reply  to 
mail  (or  e-mail) ,  though  we  do  read  all  of  it.  Phone  calls  are 
welcome  during  our  normal  business  hours  (12-5  pm  EST), 
since  we  can  work  and  talk  at  the  same  time.  For  those  with 
access  to  the  internet,  we  can  be  reached  at  robsviolet@aol.com 
or  via  our  web-site  at  www.robsviolet.com.  The  web-site  also 
contains  a  wealth  of  cultural  information. 

^"^UESTION:  Must  I  always  grow  minis  in  small  pots 

\^_and  standard  varieties  in  large  pots?  I  have  veiy 
limited  space,  and  would  like  to  grow  standards  in  small  pots 
as  well 

ANSWER:  Again,  the  rule  for  proper  pot  size  is  to  use  a 
pot  the  same  size  as  the  plant’s  root  system.  For  minis  and 
semiminiatures,  this  means  pots  of  2"  to  2  1/4",  and  about  4" 
for  most  standards  (when  grown  as  “house”  plants,  not  for 
exhibition).  Using  pots  that  are  smaller  in  size  than  the  root 
system  means  that  the  plant  will  become  “pot-bound”  very 
quickly.  These  plants  will  need  watering  more  frequently  since 
the  lesser  soil  volume  in  the  small  pot  provides  less  water  than 
the  relatively  larger  plant  and  root  system  demands. 


Too  keep  soil  fresh  and  to  encourage  new  root  growth, 
more  frequent  repotting  into  fresh  soil  would  be  necessary. 
That  said,  since  the  objective  here  is  to  keep  standard-size  vari¬ 
eties  growing  as  small  as  possible  in  a  limited  space,  keeping 
them  underpotted  would  be  advantageous.  By  constricting  its 
root  system,  you  would  be  doing  the  same  as  those  who  grow 
“bonsai”.  In  bonsai,  plant  size  and  growth  are  in  large  part  reg¬ 
ulated  by  restricting  the  size  and  growth  of  the  root  system. 

Many  violet  growers  are  doing  this  when  they  grow  mini 
and  semimini  varieties,  that  naturally  would  grow  4-8"  in 
diameter,  in  1"  thumb-pots.  These  violets  appear  to  be  “micro” 
miniatures,  since  they  grow  only  2-3"  or  so,  in  diameter.  But 
these  violets  aren’t  true  microminiatures.  Since  it’s  not  their 
nature  to  grow  this  small,  they  are  being  “forced”  to  by  con¬ 
stricting  their  root  system.  A  true  micromini  will  grow  small 
even  when  grown  in  a  larger  pot.  Don’t  be  fooled  by  those  vio¬ 
lets  in  the  cute  little  pots  sold  in  your  supermarket!  Growing  a 
standard  violet  in  a  smaller  pot  would  have  the  same  effect,  but 
to  a  lesser  degree  making  it  grow  smaller,  though  not  quite 
miniature.  But  if  size  is  the  issue,  why  not  just  grow  minia¬ 
tures? 

J^^ESTION:  I  saw  another  grower  soak  his  violet  in  a 
saucer  full  of  water.  The  violets  seem  to  grow  well  I 
do  the  same,  but  rot  my  violets.  Why? 

ANSWER;  What  works  for  one  won’t  necessarily  work 
well  for  another.  Unless  every  aspect  of  each  grower’s 
environment  is  identical,  the  results  may  not  be.  In  this  case,  I 
suspect  that  your  soil  is  different  from  that  used  by  the  other 
grower.  If  the  soil  is  light  and  porous  enough,  containing  plenty 
of  perlite  or  coarse  vermiculite,  it  can  be  kept  wetter  than  a  soil 
containing  little  of  these  materials.  To  give  an  example,  a  violet 
could  be  grown  “hydroponically”  in  nothing  but  drainage 
material  (like  clay  pebbles)  without  risk  of  rotting. 

Your  friend  might  also  be  more  careful  in  how  much  water 
is  poured  into  the  saucer.  In  addition,  it  is  a  good  practice  to 
check  on  the  plants  after  having  given  them  enough  time  to 
absorb  the  water,  emptying  the  saucers  of  any  unused  water. 
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From  experience,  most  growers  who  saucer-water  have  a 
sense  for  just  how  much  water  the  plant  can  use,  so  that  very 
little  excess  water  will  be  left  in  the  saucers. 

^IpESTIONs  /  seem  to  have  ‘^fungus  gnats”,  and  a 
^^book  recommended  using pyrethrum.  There  doesn’t 
seem  to  be  any  plant  damage.  What  do  you  think? 

ANSWER:  Fungus  gnats  are  those  very  tiny  black  flies 
seen  crawling  over  the  soil  surface  and  hovering  around  one’s 
plants.  They  feed  on  decaying  organic  matter  in  the  soil  and 
thrive  in  a  damp  environment,  laying  their  eggs  on  the  soil  sur¬ 
face.  They  are  generally  nothing  more  than  a  nuisance  and, 
since  moist,  organically-rich  soil  is  considered  a  good  thing, 
they  can  exist  even  in  the  collections  of  the  best  growers. 
Nevertheless,  they  are  annoying  and,  can  cause  some  minor 
damage  if  present  in  very  large  numbers. 

Pyrethrum  products  are  widely  used  and  are  generally 
quite  safe  for  indoor  gardens,  relative  to  other,  more  toxic 
chemicals.  Nevertheless,  there  is  an  even  easier,  safer  way,  to 
eliminate  fungus  gnats.  Since  they  need  moist,  decaying,  soil 
material  to  reproduce  and  survive,  allowing  the  soil  surface  to 
dry  completely  before  watering  will  solve  your  gnat  problem. 
No  damp  soil,  no  gnats.  If  only  all  pests  were  so  easy  to  get  rid 
of. 


0EESTION:  Several  of  my  violets  have  tight  centers 
and  hairy  leaves.  I  may  have  overfertilized  when  I 
switched fertilizers.  But  when  1  read  my  AVM,  the  description 
of  tight  centers  and  hairy  leaves  seems  to  come  up  when 
describing  cyclamen  mites.  How  do  I  tell  the  difference?  I  do 
have  misshapen  blossoms  on  some  plants,  but  thought  maybe 
condensation  was  taking  place. 

ANSWER:  It’S  hard  to  know  for  sure,  since  so  many 
things  can  cause  these  symptoms.  A  cyclamen  mite  infestation 
is  the  easiest  conclusion  to  jump  to  but,  fortunately,  it’s  often 
the  wrong  one.  If  it  is  only  a  fertilizer  problem,  try  leaching  the 
plant  by  running  clear  water  through  the  soil,  then  watering 
without  fertilizer  for  a  short  period.  The  tight  center  growth 
should  begin  to  loosen.  Another  possibility  is  environmental. 
Both  very  warm  or  very  cold  temperatures  can  cause  tight  cen¬ 
ters,  though  “hairiness”  of  the  leaves  makes  cold  temperatures 
more  likely.  Are  these  plants  near  a  drafty  window  or  in  a  cold 
comer  of  the  basement?  Too  much  light  can  cause  tight  cen¬ 
ters,  too. 

Cyclamen  mites  are  very  tiny  insects,  visible  only  under 
magnification,  being  less  than  1/1 00th  of  an  inch  long.  They 
can  be  eradicated  with  minimal  plant  damage,  if  the  infestation 
is  caught  in  an  early  stage.  On  the  occasions  that  we’ve  had  to 
deal  with  this  pest,  we’ve  had  to  use  chemicals  to  eliminate 
them  (yes,  we  do  use  chemicals,  but  only  when  absolutely 
necessary) .  We’ve  had  good  success  with  Avid,  which  seems 
to  be  the  miticide  of  choice  among  larger  commercial  growers. 
Unfortunately,  it  is  costly  ($70  or  more  for  8  oz.)  and  comes  in 
quantities  that  most  small  growers  won’t  be  able  to  use.  Given 


its  cost,  we  wouldn’t  advise  the  small,  hobby  grower  to  expose 
themselves  to  toxins  for  the  sake  of  a  few  violets. 

In  any  event,  Fd  suggest  that  you  separate  your  problem 
plants  from  your  healthy  ones.  Investigate  one  possibility  at  a 
time.  If  the  problem  is  bad  (i.e.  more  like  mites),  root  some 
healthy  leaves  and  throw  out  the  plants.  Wash  the  leaves  in  a 
mild  soap  (like  Ivory)  and  room-temperature  water  before  root¬ 
ing,  and  segregate  the  resulting  plantlets  until  you  are  sure 
they,  too,  haven’t  inherited  the  problem.  If  you  must  use  a 
chemical,  follow  all  instructions  and  take  every  precaution  for 
safety.  Since  their  life  cycle  is  about  14  days,  repeated  treat¬ 
ments  will  be  necessary  to  eradicate  them  -  say,  at  least  3 
applications  at  weekly  intervals.  Contact  one  of  the  commercial 
suppliers  advertising  in  this  magazine  to  recommend  a  miticide 
suitable  for  your  needs  and  budget. 

^IjpESTION:  I  purchased  ‘Rob’s  Whippoorwill’, 
which  originally  had  variegation  on  the  outermost 
ringff  leaves,  but  it  has  now  started  to  turn  all  green,  even 
there.  I  feed  all  of  my  violets  with  Miracle  Gro  African  violet 
food  (7-7-7  formula),  every  time  I  water,  10  drops  per 
quart.  Am  I feeding  too  heavily  for  a  variegate?  Do  they 
require  more  or  less  light  than  the  average  violet?  This  is  my 
frst  try  with  variegates,  and  I’m  not  happy  with  the  results. 
Am  /  doing  something  wrong? 

ANSWER:  Not  necessarily.  To  begin  with,  ‘Rob’s 
Whippoorwill’  is  a  Champion  (or  crown)  variegated  variety 
that  can  easily  lose  its  variegation  with  age.  In  this  case,  it’s 
probably  the  variety,  not  you,  that’s  the  source  of  your  frustra¬ 
tion.  In  explaining  further.  I’m  about  to  say  a  few  things  that 
will  fly  in  the  face  of  conventional  wisdom. 

Beyond  the  habits  of  the  variety  itself,  our  personal  expe¬ 
rience  tells  us  that  the  single,  most  important  factor  in  deter¬ 
mining  the  amount  of  variegation  is  temperature.  Variegation 
is  always  greater  when  plants  are  grown  in  cooler  environ¬ 
ment.  Variegates  can  be  sensitive  to  overfeeding,  especially 
since  heavily  variegated  varieties  seem  more  likely  to  show 
signs  of  fertilizer  burn  on  leaf  margins  and  tips.  It’s  also  true 
that,  because  of  the  lesser  amount  of  chlorophyll  in  their 
leaves,  they  grow  slower  and  process  relatively  less  food  than 
do  all-green  varieties.  Still,  feeding  them  significantly  less,  or 
feeding  them  low-nitrogen  fertilizers,  won’t  necessarily  pro¬ 
duce  heavier  variegation,  but  will  mean  that  the  green  portions 
of  the  foliage  will  be  a  lighter  shade  of  green.  We  feed  our  var¬ 
iegates  the  same  balanced  fertilizer  as  all  our  other  violets, 
since  our  goal  is  a  plant  whose  leaves  have  green  portions  that 
are  dark  green,  and  whose  variegated  portions  are  bright  white 
(or  yellow,  beige,  etc.).  Conventional  wisdom  also  says  that 
variegates  require  less  light  too.  I  suppose,  in  theory,  they  do. 
But  in  practice,  we’ve  grown  them  precisely  the  same  as  all  of 
our  other  violets  with  no  noticeable  difference. 

If  you  really  want  to  grow  heavily  variegated  varieties, 
simply  grow  them  in  as  cool  an  environment  as  possible.  By 
cool,  I  mean  night  temperatures  as  low  as  60-65f  degrees,  and 
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day  temperatures  less  than  70-75f  degrees.  For  those  varieties 
whose  foliage  tends  to  turn  green  with  age  even  when  grown 
in  moderate  temperatures,  here’s  a  trick  we  use  for  growing 
show  plants: 

Remove  all  but  the  center  row  or  two  of  foliage,  and 
remove  all  but  a  third  of  the  root  system.  By  “starting  over” 
these  all-green  variegates,  the  new  growth  (assuming,  again. 


that  your  conditions  aren’t  too  warm)  should  be  variegated,  at 
least  long  enough  to  show.  For  those  not  growing  for  show,  is 
it  really  that  important?  After  all,  are  the  blooms  on  an  all¬ 
green  “variegated”  plant  any  less  pretty  than  those  on  a  non- 
variegated  variety? 

Name  of  columnist  replying  is  in  bold  print 


Project  ‘Tiger’ 

by  Hector  Wong  •  275  N.  Vineyard  Blvd  #103  •  Honolulu,  HI  96817 


I  want  to  start  a  project  using  Fredette’s  ‘Tiger’.  I  hope  to 
collect  plants  from  different  vendors,  and  study  if  there  is  a 
superior  strain  that  will  adapt  better  to  the  warm  weather  of 
Hawaii. 

I  am  determined  to  spend  years  cultivating  ‘Tiger’  in 
Hawaii.  Whatever  it  takes,  I  will  find  the  answer  to  grow  this 
plant  in  warm  weather.  Along  with  my  local  club,  I  have 
being  trying  to  grow  it  without  success. 

I  have  a  hypothesized  that  maybe  ‘Tiger’  will  be  a  good 


plant  to  grow  in  the  sunny  windows  of  air  conditioned 
offices.  Honolulu  has  a  lot  of  offices  with  sunny  windows, 
and  are  all  air  conditioned.  1  hope  to  give  a  ‘Tiger’  plant  to 
many  office  workers.  This  will  become  my  tribute  to  the  past 
‘Tiger’  hybridizer.  Miss  Irene  Fredette. 

You  may  contact  me  by  mail,  email,  or  website 
Email:  mail@hectorwong.com 
Website:  www.hectorwong.com/avshi 


MITE5:  A  CONTEsrUING  PROBLEM 

hyR  iitk  Coulson  *  Australia 


Mites  are  apparently  once  more  on  the  march  among  the 
plants  of  our  local  club  members,  leaving  behind  ruin  and 
disappointment.  New  growers  may  not  be  familiar  with  the 
signs  of  mite  infestation,  and  might  not  treat  the  problem  as 
quickly  as  they  should.  Left  untreated,  mites  can  quickly 
spread  throughout  a  whole  collection.  To  avoid  this  happen¬ 
ing  here  is  a  check  list  to  help  with  the  problem: 

Familiarize  yourself  with  the  effects  of  mite  infestation. 
Mites  attack  the  center  leaves  and  the  flower  stems  and  buds 
of  the  plant.  (These  are  presumably  the  most  tender  and 
juicy.)  Flower  stems  become  distorted,  and  flowers,  if  they 
open  properly,  can  be  streaked  with  unexpected  dark 
markings.  The  center  leaves  of  the  plant  become  distorted, 
hairy,  gray,  yellow,  or  any  combination  of  these.  In  general 
terms,  if  the  center  of  the  plant  looks  in  any  way  “odd”  you 
would  do  well  to  suspect  mites  until  some  other  cause  is 
proven.  If  you  know  someone  who  has  mites  in  their  African 
violets,  ask  if  you  may  see  a  plant  to  be  sure  you  know  what 
it  looks  like. 

Inspect  plants  regularly.  The  best  weapon  for  eliminating 
mites  is  to  deal  with  the  problem  early. 

Always  isolate  plants  new  to  your  collection,  keeping 
them  separate  for  four  to  six  weeks,  and/or  spraying  them 
twice  with  a  reliable  miticide.  This  applies  no  matter  from 
whom  the  plant  has  come.  Anyone  can  have  plants  with 
mites  or  other  problems,  and  while  no  one  would  deliberately 
give  or  sell  plants  if  there  was  any  question  of  mites,  it  can 
be  that  they  just  haven’t  shown  up  yet. 

If  you  take  plants  to  meetings,  shows,  sales  promotions 


and  bring  them  home,  treat  them  just  as  though  they  were 
new  plants  to  your  collection. 

If  you  believe  you  have  a  plant  or  plants  with  mites, 
remove  it  from  your  other  plants  immediately.  Wash  hands 
thoroughly  before  touching  other  plants.  Inspect  all  plants  for 
signs  of  mites,  then  spray  all  the  unaffected  plants  with 
Kelthane  or  similar  miticide.  Spray  two  to  three  times  at  five 
to  eight  day  intervals.  Make  sure  you  remove  the  plants  from 
living  areas  when  you  are  spraying  them,  and  take  all 
appropriate  safety  precautions. 

Affected  plants  are  best  discarded,  since  the  center  leaves 
of  the  plant  will  take  a  very  long  time  to  recover  from  the 
damage,  even  if  you  manage  to  eliminate  the  mites.  Thke  an 
unaffected  leaf  from  the  plant  if  you  wish,  for  propagation. 
Swish  gently  through  warm  soapy  water,  then  rinse  before 
planting.  Keep  away  from  your  other  plants  until  you  see 
that  the  plantlets  are  healthy  and  free  from  the  distorted 
leaves  which  would  indicate  mites. 

With  a  very  precious  plant  which  cannot  be  successfully 
reproduced  from  leaf  (for  instance,  a  chimera)  remove  all  the 
center  leaves  of  the  plant,  spray  the  plant  thoroughly  (twice) , 
and  isolate  until  the  numerous  side  shoots,  which  will  appear, 
have  grown  large  enough  for  you  to  be  sure  they  are  healthy 
and  free  of  mites. 

Remember  vigilance  is  the  best  weapon  in  the  fight 
against  mites! 

From  “The  African  Violet”,  publication  of  the 
AV  Association  of  Australia,  Inc. 
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often  times  we  wonder  why  our  violets  do  what  they  do 
and  if  they’ve  done  what  is  “normal”  for  the  plant.  Well,  after 
having  spent  much  time  removing  the  mushy  outer  leaves 
from  my  violets  this  summer,  I  would  like  to  spend  some  time 
addressing  two  issues:  mushy  leaves  and  the  neck  that  devel¬ 
ops  on  your  plant. 

I  can  tell  you  that  mushy  leaves  are  almost  as  much  a  part 
of  summer  as  the  heat  and  therein  lies  the  problem.  This  con¬ 
dition  is  usually  caused  by  the  heat  and  humidity  of  our  sum¬ 
mer  days.  Although  it  is  undesirable,  it  is  not  unusual  or 
abnormal.  It  is  best  to  remove  these  leaves,  since  they  will  not 
bounce  back  and,  by  leaving  them  on,  you  are  simply  pulling 
strength  away  from  the  plant. 

Once  you  have  removed  these  leaves,  you  are  often  left 
with  an  unsightly  neck,  or  the  bare,  brown,  almost  bark-like 
main  stem  of  the  plant.  So  now  you  are  faced  with  what  to  do 
with  your  plant.  From  my  experience,  1  can  tell  you  that  it  is 
better  to  take  care  of  the  problem  sooner,  rather  than  later, 
because  it  is  less  of  a  shock  to  the  plant.  The  other  reason  not 
to  wait  is  that  the  plant  will  keep  growing  and  end  up  with  a 
giraffe  neck,  which  can  be  much  more  difficult  to  handle. 

I  find  the  easiest  way  to  handle  an  elongated  neck  on  my 
plants  is  to  first  remove  the  plant  from  the  pot.  Now  would  be 
the  perfect  time  to  remove  any  additional  outer  leaves  that  are 
either  just  beginning  to  fade  or  are  out  of  symmetry  with  the 
rest  of  the  plant. 

Just  a  quick  word  of  caution  here  -  don’t  get  carried  away 


removing  what  seem  to  be  leaves  that  don’t  quite  lend 
themselves  to  the  plant’s  symmetry.  1  did  that  once.  The  plant 
started  out  with  a  7  inch  diameter  and  ended  up  as  a  small 
crown  with  only  four  leaves!  It  eventually  grew  back  and  did 
so  beautifully,  but  I’m  sure  I  didn’t  need  to  prune  it  back  so 
drastically. 

Once  I  have  the  plant  looking  fairly  symmetrical,  I  take  a 
sharp  knife  (some  growers  use  their  thumb  nail)  and  gently 
scrape  the  callused  neck,  revealing  some  fresh,  green  flesh.  All 
you  are  really  doing  is  removing  this  outer  layer  which,  once 
planted,  will  in  fact  grow  new  roots.  Part  two  of  this  procedure 
is  to  remove  some  soil  from  the  base  of  the  plant.  The  way  to 
figure  out  how  much  soil  to  remove  is  to  figure  out  how  much 
of  the  neck  is  exposed.  Look  at  it  this  way  -  you  should  plan 
to  remove  approximately  the  same  amount  from  the  bottom  of 
the  plant  as  the  length  of  the  exposed  neck.  That  way  you  can 
put  the  plant  back  into  the  same  sized  pot.  There  will  be  less 
of  the  old  soil  at  the  bottom  of  the  pot,  but  more  of  the  newly 
scraped  neck  at  the  top  of  the  pot. 

If  you  think  the  plant  is  not  really  secure  in  the  pot,  or  if 
the  neck  was  very  long  and  needed  to  be  drastically  cut  to  fit 
into  any  size  pot,  you  may  want  to  follow  this  procedure  and 
then  place  the  plant  in  a  closed  plastic  bag  for  one  to  two 
weeks.  I  generally  don’t  have  to  do  this,  but  1  know  it  works 
well  when  necessary. 

from  "Ye  Bay  Stater’’,  publication  of  the  Bay  State  AVS 


Specified  Varieties  For  the  2001  Chicago  Convention 

The  Specified  Awards  for  the  2001  Chicago  Convention  are  listed  in  this  issue  of  the  AVM  to  provide  all  growers 

an  equal  opportunity  to  grow  these  particular  varieties  before  the  convention.  May  27 

-  June  3,  2001. 

Rebel’s  Splatter  Kake 

$25.00 

Ruth  Bann 

Rob’s  Boogie  Woogie 

20.00  &  Rosette 

The  Violet  Barn 

Everdina 

15.00 

Hans  &  Everdina  Inpijn 

Mickey  Mouse 

15.00 

Hans  &  Everdina  Inpijn 

Buckeye  Calico 

Gift  Certificate 

Pat’s  Patch 

Honey  Blue  Angel 

10.00 

Barbara  Goodsell 

Optimara  Little  Amethyst 

10.00 

Amethyst  AVC 

Perk  Up 

10.00 

Barbara  Goodsell 
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■  "  '  Iris  Keating 

149  Loretto  Court 

IRlfc  ^  Claremont,  CA  91711 


Barbara  Elkin 
Vintage  Violets  Committee 
2855  Gayle  Lane 
Auburn,  CA  95602-9674 
email:  Jabar@Joothillnet 


A  name  reservation  costs  $1.00  and  is  valid  for  two 
years,  after  which  time  it  may  be  extended  two  years  for  an 
additional  $1.00.  Registration  of  the  plant  is  $5.00  unless 
completed  within  the  reservation  period,  in  which  case  the 
balance  is  then  $4.00.  Please  make  check  payable  to  AVSA. 

Jack  Cochran  -  Wagoner,  OK 

‘Grape  Festival  (8863)  4/29/00  (J.  Cochran)  Single 
lavender  two-tone  sticktite  frilled  pansy/darker  tips. 
Medium  green,  plain,  scalloped.  Standard 


Yvonne  Lambert  -  Tottenham,  Ontario,  Canada 

‘Von’s  Elegance  (8864)  5/31/00  (Y.  Lambert)  Single-semi- 
double  blush  white  pansy.  Dark  green,  plain,  quilted/red 
back.  Semiminiature 

‘Von’s  Mariner  (8865)  5/31/00  (Y.  Lambert)  Semidouble¬ 
double  bright  blue  pansy.  Dark  green,  plain,  quilted/red 
back.  Semiminiature 


NAME  RESERVATIONS 


Summer  Pastimes 

This  is  September  already!!  Januaiy  was  cruise  time, 
February  was  pneumonia  time,  April  brought  our  Spring 
Show,  May  brought  the  Convention  in  Omaha,  June  brought 
100  -I-  summer  heat.  In  August  it  was  off  to  England  for  two 
weeks.  Where  did  the  time  get  away  from  me?  I’m  always  a 
day  late  and  a  month  short  of  getting  everything  done.  Now 
you  know  why  my  correspondence  is  always  late. 

The  summer  didn’t  bring  many  changes  in  my  Master 
Files.  I  have  asked  for  catalogs  and  sales  information  from  our 
Commercial  Growers  to  update  my  books  but  not  many  were 
sent. 

If  I  send  you  a  name  and  address  for  something  you  are 
looking  for,  and  it  isn’t  there,  forgive  me.  I  have  no  idea  of 
where  things  are  if  YOU  don’t  tell  me  when  you  lose 
something.  I  might  even  be  able  to  replace  it.  One  case  in  point 
is  that  one  grower  retired.  Yes,  retired  and  no  longer  grows 
plants.  We’ll  miss  you,  Ann. 

While  we  are  on  the  subject  of  Vintage  Violets,  I  have 
several  avid  members  looking  for  Boone  hybrids.  Do  you  have 
some  you  would  like  to  share? 


Don  Ness  -  White  Bear  Lake,  MN 

Too  Much  Pizazz 

(Each  of  the  following  is  preceded  by  the  name  Ness’) 

*  Antique  Red  *  Bashful  Blue  *  Blueberry  Kiss  ‘  Blueberry  Puff 

*  Blue  Confetti  *  Blue  Wave  *  Cherry  Confection  *  China  Blue 
’  Cool  Breeze  ‘  Coral  Bliss  *  Cranberry  Lace  *  Dream  Maker 

*  Fireglow  *  Forever  Pink  *  Jesse  *  Lemon  Brocade  *  Midnight 
Mist  *  Orange  Pekoe  *  Pixie  Grin  *  Puppy  Charms  *  Puppy 
Dreams  *  Puppy  Magic  ‘  Puppy  Prints  *  Starburst  *  Tiny  Flame 

*  Viking  Fantasy 


AVSA  Most 

Wanted 


Apache  Campfire 
Athena  (The  old  one) 
Bridal  Lace 
California  Giant 
Dean’s  Velvet  One 
Eleanor 

Granger’s  Cotillion 


Mardi  Gras 
Mindi’s  Tears 
Peggy  Staat 
Quiet  Laughter 
Triple  Threat 

Whisper  Blue  (Lyon’s  Greenhouses) 
Winter  Ice 
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What’s  Missing  From  This  Picture? 


Chances  are,  few  of  today’s  garden  centers  know 
as  much  about  growing  African  Violets  as  you  do. 
No  doubt,  this  explains  why  so  many  knowledge¬ 
able  Violet  growers  have  a  hard  time  finding  the 
products  they  need.  For  anyone  who  knows  what 
it  takes  to  grow  beautiful,  full-blooming  African 
Violets,  it  can  be  like  putting  together  a  puzzle, 
only  to  find  there’s  a  piece  missing.  We  know  the 
feeling.  That’s  why  we  started  the  Selective 
Gardener,  a  plant  care  supplier  that  specializes 
in  products  for  African  Violets. 

Ehrerything  You  Need  to  Grow  Beautiful, 
Full-Blooming  African  Violets 

The  Selective  Gardener  makes  it  easy  to  get  the 
products  you  need.  As  a  plant  care  supplier  that 
specializes  in  African  Violets,  the  Selective 
Gardener  carries  a  full  line  of  plant  care  products 
with  brand  names  like  Optimara. 

•  Fully-dissolving,  urea-free  fertilizers 

•  Self-watering  devices  such  as  the  Watermaid 
and  the  new,  spill-proof  Optimara  WaterShip 

•  Ultralight,  pH-balanced  potting  media 

•  Pots,  trays  and  plant  covers 

•  Show  accessories  and  more 

From  Leaf  Cuttings  to  Finished  Violets 

In  addition  to  plant  care  products,  the  Selective 
Gardener  offers  African  Violets  in  several  pot  sizes, 
including  genuine  Miniatures.  You  can  also  order 
leaf  cuttings  from  all  of  the  available  Optimara 
and  Rhapsodie  varieties. 


A  Complete  African  Violet  Resource 

The  Selective  Gardener  is  a  complete  African  Violet 
resource.  Send  for  the  Selective  Gardener  catalog, 
and  you  will  find  offers  for  plant  care  products, 
Violets  and  leaf  cuttings,  even  books  and  posters. 
Or  go  online,  and  you  will  find  even  more.  At  the 
Selective  Gardener’s  internet  site  (http://www. 
selectivegardener.com),  you  will  have  access  to  a 
number  of  resources  not  available  anywhere  else. 

•  Growing  tips  from  the  world  famous  Holtkamp 
Greenhouses 

•  Complete  interactive  Violet  identification  guide 

•  Links  to  other  useful  sites  such  as  Doctor 
Optimara,  a  symptom-based,  interactive 
guide  for  diagnosing  pests  and  pathogens 

•  Reviews  of  African  Violet  products 

(Tip:  If  you  do  not  have  access  to  the  internet,  try 
your  public  library.  Many  libraries,  now,  provide 
computers  for  public  use,  as  well  as  helpful 
assistance  for  anyone  wanting  to  go  online.) 

The  Selective  Gardener  Catalog 

To  receive  the  Selective  Gardener 
catalog,  send  $1  (which  will  be 
credited  to  your  first  order)  with 
your  name  and  address  to: 

The  Selective  Gardener 
6011  Martingale  Lane 
Brentwood,  TN  37027 

Or  visit  us  online  at 
http:  /  /www.selectivegardener.com. 


Copyright  1998.  Optimara,  Doctor  Optimara,  Optimara  WaterShip,  Watermaid  and  Rhapsodie  are  trademarks  of  International  Plant  Breeding,  A.G.,  Switzerland. 


Propagation  of  African  Violets 

by  Sue  Gardner 
Australia 


Four  ways  to  propagate  African  violets  are: 

1 .  From  a  leaf.  This  is  the  most  common  and  easiest  way  to 
propagate. 

2.  From  a  sucker.  This  is  a  useful  method  to  obtain  a  small 
plant  quickly. 

3.  From  a  crown.  Use  when  a  long  neck  has  developed, 
when  plant  has  root  rot  or  to  propagate  trailers. 

4.  From  a  bloom  stalk.  This  is  the  only  successful  method  to 
propagate  chimeras. 

Write  the  name  of  the  plant  on  the  side  of  a  small  pot. 
Place  a  wick  in  the  pot,  fill  with  potting  mix,  water  with  a 
solution  of  plant  starter  and  drain  well. 

Prepare  the  section  of  plant  for  propagation  as  follows: 

Leaf 

A  leaf  is  selected 
from  about  the  third 
row  of  leaves  and  the 
stalk  cut  at  an  angle 
so  that  it  is  about 
25mm  long.  Plant 
into  the  prepared  pot 
so  that  about  half  the 
stem  is  covered  by 
soil.  Place  pot  into  a 
plastic  bag  and  seal. 

Keep  the  pot  in  a 
warm,  light  position 
and  wait  until  roots  and  small  plants  form  before  opening 
bag.  If  the  potting  mix  dries  out,  carefully  add  a  small  amount 
of  water  and  reseal  bag. 

Sucker 

A  sucker  is  care¬ 
fully  removed  from 
the  parent  plant 
using  a  pencil  or 
other  tool.  You  really 
need  a  sucker  with  at 
least  two  leaves  the 
size  of  a  5-cent  coin 
to  be  successful. 

Make  a  small  hole  in  the  potting  mix  and  place  sucker  there. 
You  may  have  to  pin  the  plant  down  to  keep  it  upright.  Use 
hairpins  or  plastic  covered  wire  bent  to  a  U-shape.  Place  in  a 
plastic  bag,  seal  and  keep  in  a  warm,  light  position. 


Sucker  ready 
Jor  planting 


Leaf  with  stem 
cut  at  angle 


Bloom  Stalk 

A  bloom  stalk  is  cut  at  an 
angle  so  that  it  is  about 
25mm  long.  All  blossoms 
and  pedicels  are  trimmed  off. 
Plant  the  stalk  into  potting 
mix  so  that  the  two  small 
leaves  are  just  above  soil  line. 
Place  pot  in  a  plastic  bag  and 
seal.  Keep  in  a  warm,  light 
position  and  wait. 


Bloom  stalk  trimmed 
Jor  planting 


Crown  Cutting 

For  trailers, 
cut  a  growing 
point  with  at 
least  eight  leaves 
from  the  plant. 

Remove  2  or  3 
leaves  and  scrape 
stem  lightly. 

Place  stem  in 
potting  mix  in 
pot.  Either  place 
pot  on  reservoir 
or  in  a  plastic 
bag. 

For  plant 
infected  with 
root  rot,  the  crown  is  prepared  by  removing  outside  leaves 
until  4  or  5  remain.  Roots  and  lower  stem  are  cut  off  leaving 
the  stem  about  30mm  long.  If  the  plant  has  crown  rot  make 
sure  all  affected  areas  are  removed.  Scrape  the  stem  gently  to 
remove  leaf  stubs.  Lightly  brush  some  rooting  powder  onto 
the  stem.  This  is  useful  as  it  contains  a  fungicide  to  prevent 
rot.  Make  a  hole  with  your  finger  in  the  potting  mix  and  plant 
the  crown  so  that  the  lower  leaves  are  level  with  the  rim  of 
the  pot.  Place  the  pot  in  a  plastic  bag,  seal  and  keep  in  a 
warm,  light  place. 

If  you  have  problems  such  as  leaves  rotting,  you  may 
wish  to  use  a  mix  of  1  part  vermiculite,  1  part  perlite  and  1 
part  horticultural  charcoal  instead  of  potting  mix. 

Some  people  root  leaves  in  water.  I  find  this  a  slower 
method  as  roots  produced  in  water  are  damaged  when  placed 
in  potting  mix  and  have  to  re-grow. 

If  you  have  a  sure-fire  method  of  propagation, 
keep  using  it  and  please  share  it  with  us. 


Crown  cutting 
prepared  for  planting 
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Who“h  Is  Yoon  Nex1~ 
CcDmmcJn\i~y  Pnoyool? 

by  Joyce  Stengen 
Hociston.  TX 


Your  annual  community  project  provides  a  prime 
opportunity  for  clubs  and  councils  to  promote  the  pleasures  of 
African  violets.  The  whole  club  can  get  involved  in  sharing 
plant  stories  and  design  discoveries  while  easily  displaying 
our  favorite  plant  in  communities  everywhere.  Club  commu¬ 
nity  projects  should  be  an  important  part  of  violeting. 

To  get  started,  your  violet  club  should  select  a  communi¬ 
ty  project,  choose  a  project  chairman,  and  encourage  every 
member  to  support  the  project.  There  are  multitudes  of  projects 
to  choose  from.  Here  are  a  variety  of  different  ones  your  club 
can  consider  for  next  year. 

LIBRARY  PROJECT  -  Select  a  library  in  your  area  and 
talk  to  the  librarian  about  having  your  club  sponsor  a 
membership  to  AVSA.  The  library  would  receive  the  African 
Violet  Magazine  (AVM)  on  a  regular  basis  through  your  club 
sponsorship.  As  a  follow  up,  have  your  club  donate  one  or 
two  single  large  blooming  African  violets  for  the  librarian’s 
desk  or  checkout  area  with  handouts  on  care  or  propagation. 

ELDER  CARE  PROJECT  -  Select  an  elder  care  home  in 
your  area  and  talk  to  the  business  office  about  your  club 
sponsoring  a  violet  day  at  that  facility.  Select  a  special  day  that 
would  include  donated  plants,  a  subscription  to  the  AVM,  and 
demonstrations  on  caring  for  violets.  Select  floriferous  semi¬ 
miniatures  that  could  be  placed  in  the  waiting  room  windows 
or  other  common  areas  for  the  elders. 

ADOPT  A  SCHOOL  PROJECT  -  Select  a  school  in  your 
area  and  talk  to  the  principal  about  having  your  club  sponsor 
a  violet  project  in  a  biology,  horticulture  or  science  class. 
Arrange  with  that  class  teacher  to  have  a  plant  project  for  stu¬ 
dents.  Thke  enough  young  starter  plants  so  that  eveiyone  in 
class  can  nurture  one  plant  per  semester.  Chose  gesneriads 
such  as  Episcia  that  are  quick  to  grow,  have  colorful  foliage, 
and  interesting  growth  patterns. 

CLUB  SHARE  DAY  PROJECT  -  Contact  another  violet 
club  in  your  area  and  share  a  day  of  violets.  Invite  all 
members  of  the  other  club  to  come  to  your  area  on  a  date  both 
sides  agree  to.  Provide  handouts  of  local  problems  that  were 


overcome  such  as  chlorine,  pests,  or  heat.  Have  both  clubs 
provide  leaves  in  baggies  to  swap,  that  have  at  least  one 
blossom  to  show  what  colors  you  have  been  enjoying. 

HOSPITAL  CHEER  PROJECT  -  Select  a  hospital  in  your 
area  and  talk  to  the  administration  about  having  your  club 
bring  violets  to  ill  patients  that  have  no  other  family  or  friends 
to  lighten  their  discomfort.  Thke  old  AVMs  for  those  patients  to 
read  or  for  members  to  read  to  them.  Use  unsold  plants  from 
a  plant  sale  or  any  not-blooming-true  varieties.  Decorate  the 
plants  with  foil  and  ribbons  for  the  patients  to  enjoy. 

SHARE  A  SHOW  PROJECT  -  Ask  another  club  in  your 
area  to  share  a  show.  Explain  by  written  letter  that  both  clubs 
would  share  duties  such  as  fund-raising,  classification  and 
entries,  sales  table,  set  up,  and  clean  up.  Share  expenses  and 
growing  tips.  Alternate  the  local  area  for  the  next  show.  Have 
members  of  each  club  do  a  project  plant  and  compare  the  two 
classes. 

START  A  4-H  PROJECT  -  Ask  your  county  extension 
agent  if  there  is  way  your  club  could  sponsor  a  competition  for 
violet  designs  in  the  next  state  fair.  Contact  a  local  4-H  club 
leader  to  provide  mobile  or  underwater  demonstrations  to  their 
club  members.  Bring  extra  materials,  containers,  and  acces¬ 
sories  for  them  to  purchase  at  your  cost.  Get  judges  for  the 
next  4-H  fair  in  that  category.  Start  with  the  small  arrange¬ 
ment  and  work  up  to  the  bigger  ones.  Have  the  categories 
judged  as  novices. 

FLOWER  CLUB  DEMO  PROJECT  -  Ask  a  garden  club  in 
your  area  if  you  can  do  a  demonstration  or  slide  show  from 
your  last  violet  show.  Thke  a  door  prize  violet  to  give  away  to 
a  garden  club  member.  Provide  contact  data  for  anyone  who 
would  like  to  attend  your  next  club  meeting,  show,  or  sale. 
Give  everyone  at  the  garden  club  a  “coupon”  for  a  free  leaf 
when  they  attend  the  next  event. 

Promoting  violets  at  the  local  level  is  needed  to  expand 
the  state,  regional,  and  national  organizations  as  well  as 
sharing  our  joy  in  growing  violets.  Chose  your  next  commu¬ 
nity  project  now. 
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Argyle 

Socks 

Exhibited  &  Hybridized  by: 
Ralph  Robinson 
Semiminiature 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Red  Mini  Sota 

Exhibited  &  Hybridized  by: 

Donald  Ness 
Miniature 
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Streptocarpus 

‘Canterbuty 

Surprise' 

Exhibited  by:  Dale  Martens 


Optimara 
Little  Lapis 

Exhibited  by:  Sandy  Sanders 
Hybridized  by:  Holtkamp 
Miniature 
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Bev  Promersberger 

Sponsor  a  Show? 

17415  Charter  Pines  Drive 
Monument,  CO  80132  clubs@avsa.org 


“Not  us!”  you  say.  Is  that  because  you  don’t  know  where 
to  start?  You  don't  know  what  to  do?  This  was  a  topic  of  dis¬ 
cussion  at  the  Affiliate  meeting  at  the  May  convention  in 
Omaha.  The  answers  are  also  found  in  the  Handbook  /or 
Growers,  Exhibitors,  and  Judges  available  from  the  AVSA 
Office.  It  is  a  MUST  for  any  club  interested  in  sponsoring  an 
AVSA  show. 

Now  that  you  don’t  have  an  excuse  NOT  to  sponsor  a 
show,  why  should  you  do  it?  It  is  probably  the  best  way  to 
interest  people  in  growing  violets  and  to  obtain  new  members 
for  your  club.  The  more  work  you  do  now  to  get  new  mem¬ 
bers  can  benefit  you  in  the  long  run  by  attracting  more  work¬ 
ers  for  the  future.  Consider  it  an  investment  in  the  future  of 
your  club.  Clubs  that  sponsor  shows  tend  to  stay  active 
longer  because  the  members  have  a  reason  to  keep  their  vio¬ 
lets  looking  their  best.  When  the  violets  die,  many  clubs 
begin  to  decline  as  well. 

The  following  highlights  from  the  Affiliate  meeting  will  be 
helpful  to  any  club  that  has  sponsored  an  AVSA  show  in  the 
past  or  any  club  that  will  be  preparing  for  their  first. 

Patricia  Sutton,  the  new  AVSA  Schedule  Approver,  sum¬ 
marized  the  requirements  for  having  your  show  schedule 
approved  and  receiving  the  Standard  Show  Award  packet  and 
AVSA  collection  rosettes.  Two  copies  of  the  show  schedule 
and  $5  for  each  set  of  rosettes  requested  should  be  sent  to  Pat 
well  in  advance  for  approval.  The  schedule  can  be  submitted 
before  the  final  copies  are  printed  for  the  club  members.  If  this 
is  done  well  in  advance,  it  will  eliminate  printing  the  sched¬ 
ules  all  over  again  if  the  schedule  approver  makes  changes 
on  your  returned  copy.  The  copies  of  the  schedule  you  mail 
in  for  approval  do  not  need  to  have  the  formal  cover  and  do 
not  have  to  have  been  distributed  to  the  club  members  yet. 
They  do,  however,  need  to  have  the  same  information  on  the 
cover  and  the  inside  that  is  intended  for  the  final  printing.  Pat 
emphasized:  the  cover  must  include  the  u/ormation  required 
in  the  handbook:  location,  time,  theme,  etc. 

There  are  two  sets  of  rosettes,  one  for  the  AVSA  Miniature 
Collection  and  one  for  the  Standard  Collection.  Each  set  is  $5 
and  includes  the  gold  and  purple  rosette.  If  not  used,  these 
rosettes  should  be  kept  by  the  affiliate  for  future  use,  not 
returned  to  the  schedule  approver  or  AVSA.  You  can  request 
whichever  set  you  need  each  year.  Pat  requested  that  each 
affiliate  sponsoring  a  show  has  a  handbook  which  is  avail¬ 
able  from  the  AVSA  Office  and  they  are  to  include  all  the 
rules  on  page  43  in  their,  schedule.  Schedules  will  not  be 


approved  via  email  and  must  be  mailed  to-.  Patricia  Sutton, 
1707  S.  77  E  Ave.,  Tulsa,  OK  74112.  If  you  have  questions, 
you  can  email  Pat  at  <sutpa01@worldnet.att.net>. 

Ron  Davidson  shared  an  overview  of  the  committees  and 
responsibilities  required  for  an  AVSA  sponsored  show.  This 
information  can  be  found  on  pages  37  through  42  in  the 
Handbook.  The  Handbook  recommends  that  the  club  presi¬ 
dent  appoint  the  show  chairman.  All  of  the  chairman  must 
work  together  because  a  show  is  a  team  effort! 

Q:  Where  do  we  get  judges? 

A:  You  can  use  club  members  who  are  judges  but  it  is 
important  that  they  be  impartial.  (There  are  some  chairman¬ 
ships  listed  in  the  Handbook  that  club  members  who  are 
scheduled  to  judge  should  not  accept.)  You  can  have  an 
exchange  program  with  another  club  who  needs  judges  for 
their  show.  Also,  judges  were  volunteered  for  a  new  club  that 
wants  to  put  on  their  first  show. 

Q:  How  can  we  reduce  show  expenses? 

A:  Award  ribbons  and  awards  can  be  made  and  donated 
by  club  members.  Funds  and  merchandise  can  be  solicited  by 
the  awards  chairman  from  local  merchants,  nurseries,  etc. 
Niches  can  be  borrowed  or  designs  can  be  scheduled  to  be 
done  without  niches. 

Club  members  can  house  the  judges  if  an  overnight  stay  is 
needed. 

Q:  Should  those  members  who  do  design  be  the  ones 
to  put  together  the  design  part  of  the  schedule? 

A:  It  is  better  if  a  designer  does  the  design  part  of  the 
schedule  because  one  who  enters  in  the  design  division  has 
a  better  understanding  of  what  makes  a  good  design. 

Many  members  had  suggestions: 

•  Including  a  novice  class  in  your  show  schedule  attracts 
more  members  to  enter  plants.  If  a  club  member  hasn’t 
entered  a  show  in  three  years,  the  member  can  enter  the 
novice  class  in  his  club  show.  The  novice  class  could  refer 
to  someone  who  has  never  won  a  blue  ribbon,  one  who 
has  never  entered  a  show,  someone  who  is  not  even  a 
club  member.  It  is  important  that  the  definition  be  includ¬ 
ed  in  the  show  schedule. 

•  One  member  shared  that  a  member  in  their  club  always 
offers  a  plant  at  least  three  months  before  the  show  to  a 
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member  who  will  not  have  a  show  entry.  This  encour¬ 
ages  interest  to  prepare  his/her  own  plants  for  the  next 
year.  Entering  makes  a  member  feel  more  a  part  of  the 
club. 

Some  suggestions  that  encourage  growing  for  show  were: 

•  Do  designs  during  the  year. 

•  Have  beginner’s  forums  before  the  club  meetings. 

•  Have  ‘dawg’  shows. 

Members  of  the  Affiliate  committee  explained  how  enter¬ 
ing  shows  has  helped  their  own  growing  program  with  the 
realization  that  not  all  plants  are  show  plants,  you  are  your 
own  harshest  critic,  you  never  stop  learning,  you  are  more 
regular  and  consistent  in  growing,  and  you  are  supporting 
the  club.  A  list  of  show  themes  with  accompanying  design 
titles  was  distributed  at  the  meeting.  Any  club  wishing  a  copy 
can  send  me  a  SASE  (long  envelope  and  55  postage)  to  the 
address  above. 

Be  sure  to  check  this  issue  of  the  AVM  to  verify  that  your 
information  in  the  Affiliate  list  is  current.  If  it  is  not  correct, 
please  be  sure  to  contact  the  AVSA  Office  as  soon  as  possible. 

Some  clubs  are  omitted  from  the  list  because  the  AVSA 
Office  has  no  president  or  other  contact  listed  to  accompany 
the  name  of  the  club.  Be  sure  to  keep  your  entry  on  the 
Affiliate  web  site  current  by  sending  any  changes  to  me  at  the 


postal  or  email  address  above.  If  your  affiliate  is  not  listed,  it 
is  one  of  the  few  and  can  be  listed  by  contacting  me. 

Look  for  the  Insurance  information  and  the  Affiliate 
Update  Form  that  you  will  receive  from  the  office  in  the  fall. 
Send  both  into  the  office  as  soon  as  possible.  If  you  already 
have  good  contact  information  on  the  web  site  for  your  club, 
you  don’t  need  to  list  a  new  one  on  the  update  form. 
Sometimes  the  new  information  is  not  as  clear  or  complete  as 
the  information  already  listed.  The  contact  does  not  have  to 
be  the  new  president.  This  information  was  not  intended  to 
be  changed  every  year  or  with  every  new  installation.  It  was 
intended  to  list  a  good  contact  to  be  changed  as  needed  so 
that  the  public  always  has  a  current  and  complete  contact. 

Next  year  the  program  for  the  Affiliate  meeting  will  be  on 
Parliamentary  Procedure  with  an  emphasis  on  how  to  make 
the  meeting  as  brief  but  as  complete  as  needed.  Send  your 
questions  to  me  by  mail  or  email  in  advance  so  that  they  can 
be  answered  even  if  you  are  unable  to  attend.  Send  me  any 
ideas  that  your  club  has  tried,  to  make  your  meetings  more 
brief  and  interesting.  According  to  comments  I  have  heard 
and  read,  long  boring  meetings  are  one  of  the  main  reasons 
that  people  do  not  attend  and  eventually  lose  interest. 

Thanks  to  all  of  you  who  were  in  attendance  at  the 
Affiliate  meeting  and  who  were  so  eager  and  willing  to  share 
your  ideas.  I  will  look  forward  to  meeting  with  you  again 
next  year. 


Boyce  Edens  Research  Fund 

Marlene  Buck 

17235  N,  106th  Avenue  •  Sun  City,  AZ  85373-1958 

Donations  received  from  April  1,  2000  -  May  31,  2000 


Susan  Storey,  San  Marcos,  TX . $10.00 

In  memory  of  Dorothy  Wilkins,  long  time  member 
of  First  Austin  AVS 

Seattle  AVS,  Seattle,  WA . 20.00 

In  memory  of  Anna  Kvam,  a  dedicated  member 
who  passed  away  at  the  age  of  103 

Desert  Sun  AVS,  Phoenix,  AZ . 95.00 

In  memory  of  Hessel  Leer,  a  charter  member  of 
our  club 

Desert  Sun  AVS,  Phoenix,  AZ . 95.00 

In  memory  of  Barbara  Wyckqff,  a  dedicated  long 
time  member  of  our  club 

Spring  Branch  AV  Club,  Houston,  TX . 10.00 

AV  Club  of  Greater  Atlanta,  Atlanta,  GA . 25,00 

In  memory  ofEvrett  Turner,  husband  g/ 

Nancy  Turner 

Susan  storey,  San  Marcos,  TX . 10.00 

In  memory  of  Charlotte  Dalton 's  husband, 

H.  S.  Dalton 

Heart  of  Missouri  AVS,  Columbia,  MO . 10.00 

In  memory  of  Charlie  Jones, 
dedicated  founding  member 

Long  Island  AVS,  West  Hempstead,  NY . 25.00 

Richmond  AVS,  Richmind,  VA . 25.00 

Marlene  Buck.  Sun  City,  AZ . 25.00 

Thank  you  to  AVS  of  Philadelphia,  PA Jor  the 
donation  of  species  leaves 

Margaret  Nasta,  Me  Keesport,  PA . 22.00 

Lois  Leibow,  Ittllahassee,  FL . 10.00 


William  O’Donnell,  Seymour,  TN . $10.00 

Corinne  S.  Joslyn,  Iowa  City,  lA . 10.00 

Doris  Fenton,  Irma,  Canada . 7.50 

Susan  R  Polleys,  Hicson,  AZ . 10.00 

Terry  Klemesrud.  Champlin,  MN . 10.00 

Claudia  S.  Golab,  Chicago,  IL . 5.00 

Thomas  A.  May,  Blanding,  UT . 5.00 

Doreen  Kaelin,  Thedford,  Canada . 7.50 

Roseline  Fujimori,  Honolulu,  HI . 10.00 

Gwen  loohnson,  Birmingham,  AL . 5.00 

NASA  Area  AVS,  League  City,  TX . 25.00 

Joan  K,  Wilson,  Thresa,  W1 . 10.00 

Karen  Plourde,  Palos  Verdes  Peninsula,  CA.  .  .  .  45.00 

Robert  Jonas,  North  Riverside,  IL . 20.00 

loan  McKerr,  Northport,  NY . 30.00 

Magic  Knight  AVS,  San  Antonio,  TX .  5.00 

C.  A.  Brenner,  East  Brunswick,  N| . 10.00 

Diane  Atkins,  Omaha,  NE .  1.00 

Alfred  Scott  Lea,  Waco,  TX . 20.00 

Helen  Hansen.  Silver  Springs,  MID . 10.00 

Milwaukee  AVS,  Milwaukee,  W1 . 10.00 

Margie  Hill,  Urbandale,  lA .  4.00 

Betty  Hoff,  Lincoln,  NE . 50.00 

Quad  Cities  AVS,  Davenport,  lA . 25.00 

In  memory  of  the  passing  of  Quad  Cities  AVS 
President  Mary  Nelson 

Isolyn  Gayle,  Rockville  Center,  NY . 5,00 

Doris  R  Acree,  Me  Kenzie,  TN . 5.00 

jane  B  Sherer,  Dora,  AL . 5.00 


Jeanne  Church,  Jerusalem,  AR . $2.00 

Diane  Keller,  Austin,  TX . 5.00 

Diablo  Valley  AV  Growers,  Walnut  Creek,  CA  .  576.00 

Mary  Walker  Beall,  Austin,  TX . 50.00 

In  memory  of  Gladys  Hiidnell  who  shared  her  love 
and  knowledge  of  Gesneriads,  AVSA  and  our  own 
Zilker  Gardens  with  all  who  knew  her 

Saintpaulia  Society  of  Thcoma,  WA . 25.00 

In  memory  of  one  of  our  most  treasured  members, 
Margaret  Backup.  She  was  104 

Geneva  Mayo,  Pulaski,  TN . 5.00 

Chris  Gauthier,  Coeur  D  Alene,  ID . 2.00 

Susan  E  Amao,  Burlington,  NJ . 5.00 

Pendora  Reisner,  Onaway,  Ml . 5.00 

Frances  C  Forbes,  Stockbridge,  GA . 5.00 

Hope  A.  Hllandera,  Sacramento.  CA . 10.00 

Lois  Wiseman,  Sackville,  Canada . 10.00 

Martha  Spyridon,  Delay  Beach,  FL . 10.00 

Nancy  O’Shea,  Memphis,  TN . 5.00 

Allen  Foust,  Orange,  NJ . 14.00 

Florence  S  Roberts,  Volcan  Chiriqul,  Panama  .  .  10.00 

Molly  Roley,  Riverdale,  GA . 20.00 

Jeanne  Senay,  Des  Peres,  MO . 5.00 

Rosemary'  B,  Miller,  |asonville,  IN . 1 .00 

Heidi  Bonneau,  San  Jose,  CA . 100.00 

Leslie  Cox,  Newbury  Park,  CA . 5.00 

Danville  AVS,  Dan\’ille,  VA . 5.00 


September  •  October  2000 


African  Violet  Mazagine  3 1 
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Decelles'  Flamingo 

Exhibited  by:  Nancy  Price 
Hybiidized  by:  K  Decelles 
Standard 
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A(/SA  Judges,  Affiliates 
(S'  Commercial  Members  -  2000 


'AVSA  Judges,  ^Senior  Judges,  “Master  Judges, 
^Student  Judges,  ^Teacliers  and  “Master  Emeritus 


(Editors  Notes  If  your  name  does  not  appear  below,  check  to  see 
if  your  dues  and  judges  certificates  are  current.) 

CANADA 

ALBERTA 

I  Den  Oudsten,  Maida,  4424  35  Ave  SW,  Calgary,  T3E  1B3 
I  Douglas,  Mrs.  F  M,  232  Southampton  Dr  SW,  Calgary,  T2W 
0V7 

s  Goretsky,  Laurel  D,  32  Scimitar  Point  NW,  Calgary,  T3L  2B2 
^  Goretsky,  Winston  J,  32  Scimitar  Point  NW,  Calgary,  T3L 
2B2 

)  Gratto,  Mrs.  M  R,  4206  33rd  St,  Red  Deer,  T4N  0N2 

=  Laakso,  TWyla,  4404  1 7th  St  SW,  Calgary,  T2T  4P8 

'  Liberty,  Gabriela,  196  Douglas  Ridge  Close  SE,  Calgary,  T2Z 
2P6 

<  Melnechuk,  Jean,  332  Point  Mckay  Cdws  Nw,  Calgary,  T3B 
4V8 

'  Nagy,  Betty,  424  Douglasbank  Court  SE,  Calgary,  T2Z  1X1 
s  Pohl,  LaRae,  7544  152  C  Ave,  Edmonton,  T5C  3L3 
I  Rousseau,  Elizabeth  A,  #30  10401  19  St  SW,  Calgay,  T2W 
3E7 

=  Smythe,  Reta,  6607  34th  St  SW,  Calgary,  T3E  5M3 
NEW  BRUNSWICK 

Bell,  Jean,  38497  Rt  2,  Long  Creek,  E4C  1J2 
^  Belliveau,  Eva,  10  Vista  Dr,  Moncton,  El  A  4L5 
'  Boyd,  Sherin,  211  Charlotte  St,  Saint  John,  E2M  1Y2 
'  Brooks,  Susan  A,  260  Douglas  Ave,  Saint  John,  E2K  1E6 
^  Hughes,  M  Louise,  14  McArthur  Ave,  Moncton,  EIC  3L8 
Moffett,  Anne,  80  Moffett  Ave,  Sussex,  E4E  3Y1 

NOVA  SCOTIA 

1  Beaver,  Ina,  41  James  Roy  Dr,  Porters  Lake,  B3E  H9 
'  Brown,  Anne  M,  2831  Doug  Smith  Dr,  Halifax,  B3L  3T6 
™  Wiseman,  Lois,  45  Shea  St,  Sackville,  B42  2BC 

ONTARIO 

'  Beeching,  Vivian,  648  Hillman  Cres,  Mississauga,  L4Y  2H9 
Biljan,  Angele,  5  Oakridge  Blvd,  Nepean,  K2G  2T6 
“  Brownlie,  Doris  M,  600  Silvercreek  Blvd  #80,  Mississauga, 
L5A  2B4 

'  Clarke,  W  E,  35  Solva  Dr,  Nepean,  K2H  5R7 
'  Conlin-Lane,  Carolyn,  57  Hillbeck  Cres,  Scarborough,  MIB 
2M8 

s  Curcuruto,  Bruno,  187  Spenvalley  Dr,  North  York  M3L  128 
'  Ellwood,  Mrs.  J  D,  10  Doris  Ave,  Gloucester,  KIT  3W8 
Elston,  Eleanor,  190  Julia  Cres,  Orilla,  L3V  7W9 
=  Feader,  Nelson,  1 10  Woodridge  Cresent  Unit  19,  Nepean  K2B 
759 

™  Harriman,  R  F,  2395  Ogilvie  Rd,  Gloucester,  KIJ  7N4 
'  Heazle,  Ralph,  1  Baton  Ct,  Kanata,  K2L  4C8 


'  Jago,  P  W,  16  Forestgrove  Dr,  Stitsville,  K2S  1V2 
™  Lex,  Sandra,  70  Enfield  Ave,  Toronto,  M8W  1T9 
'  McCabe,  Mr  Robert,  769  Holt  Crescent,  Ottawa,  KIG  2Y5 
'  McPhail,  Rita,  6904  Bilbao  Ln,  Mississauga,  L5N  1R2 
s  Russell,  Loma,  1 7  Chinook  Crest,  Nepean,  K2H  7C9 
5  Toms,  James  C,  59  Menygale  Cres,  Islington,  M9B  5N9 
^  Williams,  Beverley,  3052  Grenville  Dr,  Mississauga,  L5A 
2P7 

'  Yaremko,  Daphne,  27  Palmer  Circle,  RR  #2,  Bolton,  L7E 
5R8 

'  Young,  Bruce,  1-15  Acacia  Ave,  Ottawa,  KIM  0P3 

PRINCE  EDWARD  ISLAND 
Lewis,  Hilda,  202  Spring  Park  Rd,  Charlottetown,  CIA  3Y9 

QUEBEC 

5  Chayer,  Jean-Paul,  2109  St.  Philippe,  Jonquiere  G75  4P3 
“  Durand,  Greta,  21  Lakeshore  Road  #317,  Pointe  Claire,  H9S 
5N3 

'  Gagnon,  Denise,  269  Rue  Senecal,  Longueuil,  J4G  1M8 
'  Gendron,  Claire,  4819  Place  Henri-Valade  App  4,  Montreal, 
H1Y3G7 

Heniy,  Irene,  349  Hyman  Dr,  D.  D.  0.,  H9B  1L5 
'  Herbatuk,  Anne,  2400  Auvergne,  Duvernay  Laval,  H7E 
1Z4 

'  Lemieux,  Lucienne,  2193  St  Stanislas  St,  Jonquiere,  G7S 
2R2 

'  Paradis,  Michel,  2688  Oxford,  Longueuil,  J4L  2M6 
'  Pilon,  Frandne,  3891  Boul.  Rosemont,  App.  25,  Montreal, 
HIX  1L7 

I  Santopietro,  Diane,  7020  Lacordaire,  St  Leonard,  HIS  2A4 
ENGLAND 

'  Goodship-Patience,  Gwen,  33  Common  Rd,  Langley,  Slough, 
Berkshire,  SL3  8JZ 

JAPAN 

'  Horikoshi,  Mr  Kazuo,  2-39-9  Higashiooizumi  Nerimaku, 
Tokyo,  178-0063 

REPUBLIC  OF  SOUTH  AFRICA 
™  Halford,  Joan,  PTE  Bag  X  370,  Menlynn  0063 

UNITED  STATES 

ALABAMA 

™  Breckenridge,  Mrs.  J  M,  1042  19th  Ave  S,  Birmingham, 
35205-6458 

Buie,  Sherry,  1210  Scenic  View  Dr,  Dothan,  36303-1957 
^  Ferguson,  Donalda,  5831  Oakwild  Dr,  Montgomery, 
36117-2919 

^  Jackson,  Michael,  1220  14th  St  N,  Bessemer,  35020-4676 
™  Lockhart,  Mrs  Roy,  PO  Box  660051,  Birmingham, 
35266-0051 
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^  Moseley,  Mary  H,  7 1 0  Duval  Dr,  Montgomery,  361 09-3802 
™  Phythyon,  Peg,  852  Haggerty  Rd,  Wetumpka,  36093-3316 
Price,  Mary  F,  748  Dubuque  Dr,  Montgomery,  36109-2510 
“  Sisler,  Mrs.  Orland  0,  2833  Ashley  Ave,  Montgomery, 
36109-2017 

“  Strock,  Barbara,  1681  Al  Highway  143,  Elmore,  36025-1520 
^  Thomley,  Christie  D,  2602  Evans  Dr,  Dothan,  36303-2131 
Till,  Doris,  2927  Canterbury  Ct,  Montgomery,  36111-1225 

ARIZONA 

'  Fuller,  Barbara,  409  S  Kenyon  Dr,  Tucson,  85710-1043 
Loomis,  Ruth,  603  N  San  Francisco  St,  Flagstaff, 
86001-3230 

s  Merski,  Susan,  251 1  N  Desert  Ave,  Tucson,  85712-2403 
'  Schierl,  Rosemary,  3056  N  109th  Ave,  Avondale, 
85323-3767 

ARKANSAS 

s  Dye,  Barbara,  6727  Highway  321  E,  Austin,  72007-8997 
®  Tidwell,  Danny,  PO  Box  326,  Me  Rae,  72102-0326 
'  Walker,  Martha,  619  Edinburgh  Ct,  Jacksonville, 
72076-3435 

^  Walsh,  Peggy,  9  Yocum  Rd,  Rogers,  72756-9245 

CALIFORNIA 

^  Ailustiarti,  Evelyn,  1812  El  Verano  Way,  Belmont, 
94002-3631 

s  Arakaki,  Sue,  3090  Los  Prados  St  Apt  14,  San  Mateo, 
94403-2030 

™  Beck,  Gary  R,  1 1 55  Pine  St  Apt  4,  San  Francisco,  94 1 09-5 1 44 
'  Boddy,  Patsy,  2232  Maxine  Way,  Rancho  Cordova, 
95670-2019 

I  Borck,  Byron,  1425  Ditty  Ave,  Santa  Rosa,  95403-2632 

'  Borck,  Heath,  1425  Ditty  Ave,  Santa  Rosa,  95403-2632 
'  Borck,  Heather,  1425  Ditty  Ave,  Santa  Rosa,  95403-2632 
™  Breden,  Ralph,  127  Via  Los  Altos,  Redondo  Beach, 
90277-6433 

'  Carter,  Carolee,  183  del  Monte  Ln,  Morgan  Hill,  95037-3541 
Comibe,  Cathy,  197  Archer  Dr,  Santa  Cruz,  95060-2442 
'  Cox,  Leslie,  208  Maynard  Ave,  Newbury  Park,  91320-4264 
'  Eisenhut,  Jacquie,  22800  Eriel  Ave,  Torrance,  90505-301 1 
™  Elkin,  Barbara  Jane,  2855  Gayle  Ln,  Auburn,  95602-9674 
'  Fallaw,  June,  PO  Box  8157,  Pittsburg,  94565-8157 
'  Gawienowski,  Mrs.  D,  1140  Northumberland  Dr,  Sunnyvale, 
94087-1709 

Gealy,  Carroll  B,  1924  Elmsbury  Rd,  Westlake  Village, 
91361-3509 

'  Grafelmann,  Fred,  1447  32nd  Ave,  San  Francisco, 
94122-3136 

I  Gregory,  Mary,  51 16  W  137th  Pi,  Hawthorne,  90250-6539 
'  Hoefer,  Edward  E,  607  Virginia  Rd,  Fullerton,  9283 1-1839 
'  Hoover,  Darryl,  1507  W  Fern  Dr,  Fullerton,  92833-2332 
Inpijn,  Hans,  5412  Via  Carrizo,  Laguna  Hills,  92653-3092 
™  Jantzen,  Anne,  4001  Via  Cristobal,  CampbeE,  95008-2759 
^  Keating,  Iris  L,  149  W  Loretto  Ct,  Claremont,  91711-1739 
'  Kenny,  Jacklyn,  20  Atherton  Ave,  Crockett,  94525-1508 
™  King,  Frances  C,  3327  28th  St,  San  Diego,  92104-4524 
^  Kosowsky,  Dorothy,  712  Cunningham  Dr,  Whittier, 
90601-1016 

'  Lawson,  Floyd  L,  1100  W  Huntington  Dr  Apt  21,  Arcadia, 
91007-6302 

'  Lombard,  Lynn,  790  Ridgecrest  Dr,  Colfax,  95713-9218 
McCanne,  Gini,  1420  Oxford  Ave,  Claremont,  91711-3461 
™  McCoy,  Ruth  Jo,  605  Pringle  Ave  Spe  44,  Galt,  95632-8749 
'  Mendes,  Leona  Mae,  3521  Montclair  Rd,  Cameron  Park, 
95682-9079 


5  Miller,  Diane,  7056  E  Country  Club  Ln,  Anaheim, 
92807-4414 

Naylor,  Florence,  PO  Box  1411,  Ventura,  93002- 1411 
'  Orcholski,  Chrisy,  7629  Trask  Ave  #  A,  Westminster, 
92683-2303 

Parker,  Vera,  2 1 4  W  Mayfair  Ave,  Stockton,  95207-5 1 09 
“  Poss,  Haniette,  12  Kelton  Ct,  San  Mateo,  94403-4370 
'  Rapske,  Kathleen,  448  Fallbrook  Ave,  Newbury  Park, 
91320-4929 

'  Re,  Leonard,  9144  Helm  Ave,  Fountain  Valley,  92708-4435 
Roberson,  Betty  S,  2848  Andover  Ave,  Carlsbad,  92008-7002 
™  Rosenfeld,  Mrs  Lawrence,  2030  Junction  Ave,  El  Cerrito, 
94530-1765 

'  Seaton,  Robert  P,  864  Milton  Ave,  Ventura,  93003-49 1 7 
Shaver,  Marcia  L,  1187  Buckingham  Dr,  Thousand  Oaks, 
91360-5204 

^  Shipley,  Jean,  3238  Preble  Ave,  Ventura,  93003-4808 
Thomas,  Irene,  1199  Lyons  St,  Redwood  City, 
94061-2262 

'  Thornburg,  Don,  3250  Blue  Oaks  Dr  Apt  335,  Auburn, 
95602-2462 

Wang,  Ann,  120  S  4th  St,  Santa  Paula,  93060-2605 
Weaver,  Doris  R,  3940  Alvarado  Ave,  Stockton, 
95204-2303 

'  Willoughby,  Kathy,  336  Chardonnay  Cir,  Clayton, 
94517-1428 

=  Wilson,  Renee,  5086  Bangor  Ave,  Kingsburg,  93631-9430 
'  Wood,  Enid,  45  Hallmark  Cir,  Menlo  Park,  94025-6682 

COLORADO 

™  Golla,  Billie,  10  Scott  Dr  N,  Broomfield,  80020-1 138 
'  Hann,  Mrs.  Richard  C,  3338  S  Glencoe  St,  Denver, 
80222-7520 

“  Kiesling,  Ella  A,  3455  S  Corona  St,  Englewood,  80110-2810 
'  Levine,  Nelly,  8797  Iris  St,  Arvada,  80005-1233 
'  Miller,  Jean  Marie,  6661  Upham  Dr,  Arvada,  80003-3943 
'  Mitchell,  Shirley,  2200  Stanford  Rd,  Fort  Collins, 
80525-1415 

Olander,  Martha,  3333  E  Florida  Ave  Apt  21,  Denver, 
80210-2541 

Otto,  Norah  E,  33  Frontier  Ln,  Magnolia  Star  Route, 
Nederland,  80466-9626 

^  Ratte,  Frances,  PO  Box  382,  Black  Hawk,  80422-0382 
“  Schaetzel,  Margaret  T,  2451  S  Jasmine  Pi,  Denver, 
80222-6229 

^  Sorensen,  Janice,  8357  E  Jamison  Cir  S,  Englewood, 
80112-2751 

'  Tracy,  Parker  E,  620  S  4 1  st  St,  Boulder,  80303-59 1 5 
s  Weber,  Harry,  3003  Spring  Mountain  Dr,  Loveland, 
80537-7428 

®  Weber,  Linda,  3003  Spring  Mountain  Dr,  Loveland, 
80537-7428 

CONNECTICUT 

'  Bower,  Richard  C,  239  Fort  Path  Rd,  Madison,  06443-22 1 6 
^  Butler,  Ann  W,  8  Buell  St,  North  Haven,  06473-4309 
'  Fargeot,  Marge,  235  Alps  Rd,  Branford,  06405-4745 
™  Hayes,  Nancy  G,  9  Cobblestone  Rd,  Bloomfield,  06002-3003 
'  Hiltz,  Vivian  C,  155  Summit  Wood  Dr,  Kensington, 
06037-3941 

'  Kilpatrick,  Marcia  G.,  139  Kenyon  Rd,  Hampton,  06247-1 112 
^  Rourke,  Edna,  99  Old  Stratford  Rd,  Shelton,  06484-6129 
'  Siegel,  Sylvia  L,  1 1  Saint  Marys  Ln,  Norwalk,  06851-2211 
I  Taub,  Sylvia  B,  141  E  View  Dr,  Windsor,  06095-1829 
Wallach,  Lynn,  55  Red  Coat  Rd,  Westport,  06880-1414 
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Wheeler,  Roger  W,  PO  Box  263,  Shelton,  06484-0263 
DELAWARE 

Abramson,  Mrs.  D  G,  4003  Greenmount  Rd,  Wilmington, 
19810-3303 

Behnke,  Mrs.  Wallace  P,  1 735  Old  Baltimore  Pike,  Newark, 
19702-2027 

Callaghan,  Carol,  2806  Rickdale  Rd,  Wilmington, 
19810-3434 

Celano,  Angeline,  4927  Lancaster  Pike,  Sedgely  Farms, 
Wilmington,  19807-2550 

Celano,  Theresa,  1703  N  Bancroft  Pkwy,  Wilmington, 
19806-2433 

FLORIDA 

Bannister,  Ronald  L,  695  Bear  Creek  Ct,  Winter  Springs, 
32708-3646 

Barnes,  Dee,  2425  Harden  Blvd  Lot  120,  Lakeland, 
33803-5952 

Boyer,  James  R,  1939  S  Prairie  Dunes  Ct,  Oviedo, 
32765-5834 

Brown,  Claudette,  2333  S  Ferndell  Pt,  Cr>'stal  River, 
34429-2302 

Collier,  Christel,  1203  Greenview  Dr,  Lakeland,  33805-4715 
Courson,  Barbara  ],  2367  Lemon  St,  Saint  James  City, 
33956-2025 

Di  Maio,  Lynn,  2319  Treasure  Isle  Dr  Apt  49,  Palm  Beach 
Gardens,  33410-1326 

Eichenberger,  Mrs  William,  1544  Lime  St,  Clearwater, 
33756-2345 

Goldstein,  Mrs.  Jack,  3452  Crystal  Ln,  Davie,  33330-4631 
Green,  Bob,  997  Botany  Ln,  Rockledge,  32955-3913 
Green,  Jackie,  997  Botany  Ln,  Rockledge,  32955-3913 
Hendershot,  Eiyth,  817  Johnson  Ave,  Lakeland,  33801-5258 
Jank,  Stephen  P,  197  Wood  HaU  Dr,  Mulben^',  33860-8522 
Johnson,  Mrs.  H  Steven,  1105  Clubside  Dr,  Longwood, 
32779-6203 

Kurtz,  Jan,  804  Rio  Vista  Dr,  Pensacola  Beach,  32561-2281 
Martinez,  Jo  Anne,  809  Taray  de  Avila,  Tampa, 
33613-1048 

Menish,  Wilhelmine,  121  Brentshire  Dr,  Brandon, 
33511-4815 

Merritt,  Louise,  4200  Croydon  Rd,  Pensacola,  32514-6814 
Mink,  Janis,  430  E  Dayton  Cir,  Fort  Lauderdale,  33312-1917 
Moak,  Frederick  E,  1007  Meadowcrest  Dr,  Valrico, 
33594-6624 

Partain,  Judy,  9  Hummingbird  Ln,  Winter  Haven, 
33884-3111 

Ross,  Jean  Marie,  114  Reflection  Blvd,  Auburndale, 
33823-9656 

Schwindt,  Patti,  1625  S  Delaney  Ave,  Orlando, 
32806-3054 

Scott,  Lillian,  1917  SE  32nd  St,  Cape  Coral,  33904-4092 
Shelton,  Glenn,  7142  62nd  Ave,  Pinellas  Park,  33781-4831 
Smith,  James  H,  1449  Paloma  Ln,  Dunedin,  34698-4317 
Spraybeny,  Lois  R,  840  Linton  Ave,  Orlando,  32809-6462 
Whitaker,  DoDe,  2085  Leeward  Ln,  Merritt  Island, 
32953-3062 

GEORGIA 

Carter,  Catherine  A,  1134  Bowerie  Chase,  Powder  Springs, 
30127-4968 

Cumpton,  Joan,  219  Sunset  Dr,  Warner  Robins, 
31088-4170 


^  Cumpton,  Pierce,  219  Sunset  Dr,  Warner  Robins, 
31088-4170 

s  Hinton,  Anne,  2326  Allen  Ave,  Augusta,  30906-5324 
'  Kotliar,  Margaret,  1 12  Skyview  Ct,  Athens,  30606-3847 
Lewis,  Betty,  935  Ridgedale  Dr,  Lawrenceville,  30043-3228 
=  McGaha,  Sarah  W,  4925  Howard  Rd,  Camming,  30040-5207 
'  Miles,  Sharon,  1954  Liberty  Church  Rd,  Hephzibah, 
30815-4421 

^  Moffatt,  Helen,  4183  Quinn  Dr,  Evans,  30809-4819 
®  Redhorse  Kay,  PO  Box  81 ,  Chickamauga  30707-0081 
I  Walker,  Laura  L,  1 1048  Big  Canoe,  Jasper,  30143-5142 
s  Williams,  Elizabeth,  4380  Deerwood  Ln,  Evans,  30809-4604 
5  Woodward,  Lynn  A,  492  Cedric  Way,  Evans,  30809-6060 

ILLINOIS 

'  Allegretti,  Carol,  24500  N  Kelsey  Rd,  Barrington,  600 10-1561 
'  Boyd,  Carol,  303  S  Stewart  St,  Geneseo,  61254-1425 

Bruns,  Joseph,  1220  Stratford  Ln,  Hanover  Park,  60103-2667 
Goodsell,  Barbara,  429  Cherry  Ln,  Glenview,  60025-4576 
5  Harms,  P,  2133  Crawford  Ave,  Evanston,  60201-1870 
'  Jarnowski,  Frances,  182  Old  Sutton  Rd,  Barrington, 
60010-9366 

^  Landgren,  Anna  Jean,  2450  Iroquois  Rd,  Wilmette, 
60091-1368 

'  Lavine,  Alma,  1 19  N  Stewart  St,  Geneseo,  61254-1311 
Palm,  Elinor  A,  4640  182nd  Pi,  Country  Club  Hills, 
60478-5037 

'  Roth,  Ered  S,  1055  N  Metter  Ave,  Columbia,  62236-1213 
™  Schroeder,  Mildred,  1020  N  Harlem  Ave  Apt  4F,  River  Forest, 
60305-1519 

'  Simmons,  Morgan,  2210  Hartzell  St,  Evanston,  60201-1424 
'  Watkins,  Libby  A,  RR  3  Box  298,  Bloomington,  61704-9559 

INDIANA 

'  Mikita,  Gary  S,  2842  Brown  St,  Portage,  46368-3918 
5  Smith,  Dr  Jeffrey,  3014  W  Amherst  Rd,  Muncie,  47304-3211 
'  Willey,  Jean,  851  Kenmare  Pkwy,  Crown  Point,  46307-2654 

IOWA 

™  Jones,  Jacquetta,  607  14th  Ave  #  34,  Durant,  52747-9733 
'  Jugenheimer,  John,  1 105  W  17th  St,  Davenport,  52804-3713 
'  Mathews,  Kathy,  1562  Highway  1 1 7  N,  Colfax,  50054-7529 
'  Pershing,  Barbara,  8 1 34  Buck  Rdg,  Cedar  Falls,  506 1 3-94 1 2 
=  Poole,  Shirley,  1 1  Vista  Ct,  Davenport,  52806-4334 
^  Schafer,  Celia,  3830  Woodland  Ct,  Davenport,  52807-1510 
Thompson,  Catherine  R,  PO  Box  213,  Cedar  Falls, 
50613-0213 

Tyler,  Janice  K,  1461  Norske  Rd,  Decorah,  52101-7366 
Watts,  Joan  M,  620  Ray  St,  Colo,  50056-1031 
'  Watts,  Wayne,  620  Ray  St,  Colo,  50056-1031 

KANSAS 

'  Barrett,  Helen  V,  6700  Farmview  St,  Wichita,  67206-1011 
McCurnin,  Grace  R,  6812  Reeds  Rd,  Overland  Park, 
66204-1539 

“  Montgomery,  Isla,  216  Ross  St,  Downs,  67437-1822 
Richards,  Pat,  15105  S  Seminole  Dr,  Olathe,  66062-3004 
'  Russell,  Raymond  L,  807  W  27th  Ter,  Lawrence, 
66046-4617 

I  Smith,  Mary  A,  2034  S  Park  Rdg,  Wichita,  67209-3279 
LOUISIANA 

Barlow,  Sallie,  30418  Fairway  View  Dr,  Denham  Springs, 
70726-7704 

^  Benge,  Dorothy  L,  5900  Wheeler  Dr,  Metairie,  70003-1037 
'  David,  Nancy,  110  Saint  Jude  St,  New  Roads,  70760-3720 
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Dazet,  Celia,  PO  Box  625,  Empire,  70050-0625 
'  Dyson,  Martha,  5021  Bayou  Black  Dr,  Gibson,  70356-3318 
'  Godeny,  Elmer  K,  7004  Government  St,  Baton  Rouge, 
70806-6237 

5  Luzarraga,  Peggy,  845  E  Riveroaks  Dr,  Baton  Rouge, 
70815-4151 

McFarland,  Mary  T,  745  Parlange  Dr,  Baton  Rouge, 
70806-1844 

'  Nugent,  Flora,  7933  Timmons  Trl,  Shreveport,  71 107-9456 
'  Ramirez,  George,  1620  Willow  Bend  Dr,  Morgan  City, 
70380-1552 

®  Truax,  Robert  E,  408  Hearthstone  Dr,  Baton  Rouge, 
70806-5007 

Voorhees,  Wynne  John,  3720  Tartan  Dr,  Metairie, 
70003-1640 

MAINE 

Davis,  Christine  W,  18  Bakers  Acres  Rd,  Harrison, 
04040-4129 

MARYLAND 

'  Barbi,  Kenneth  W,  1809  View  Top  Ct,  Annapolis,  21401-5873 
'  Barbi,  Susan  ]  F,  1 809  View  Top  Ct,  Annapolis,  21401  -5873 
”  Bums,  Marie,  8624  Delegge  Rd,  Baltimore,  21237-2107 
I  Gordon,  R  Gaiy,  120  Brinkwood  Rd,  Brookeville,  20833-2307 
Haag,  Janet,  524  Murdock  Rd,  Baltimore,  21212-2020 
Lages,  Betty  Lou,  3609  Fort  Hill  Dr,  Ellicott  City,  21043 
“  Sauter,  Beatrice,  1  Silktree  Ct,  Catonsville,  21228-5867 
Toolan,  Sharon,  3903  Nemo  Rd,  Randallstown,  2 1 133-4007 
I  Wood,  Beryl  J,  1134  Hudson  Rd,  Cambridge,  21613-3234 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Clark,  Robert  A,  1 1 8  Byron  Ave,  Lawrence,  01841-4444 
s  Couture,  Paula,  50  Canal  St,  Medford,  02155-3642 
'  Dow,  Charles  M,  12  Mount  Vernon  St  Apt  38,  Melrose, 
02176-5267 

'  Eaton,  Peggy,  12  Matchett  St,  Brighton,  02135-1505 
'  Ress,  Suzanne,  8  Ashwood  Ter  #  1 ,  Roslindale,  02131  -3622 
®  Salatino,  Cheryl,  14  Maple  Ave,  Sudbury,  01776-3441 

MINNESOTA 

=  Aurandt,  Robert,  2 1 44  Sloan  St,  St.  Paul  55 1 1 7-2029 
Bann,  Ruth,  680  Marigold  Ter  NE,  Fridley,  55432-564 1 
=  Donaho,  Jane,  1533  Grantham  St,  Saint  Paul,  55108-1449 
=  Frilseth,  EUen  S,  7 1 9  Emerald  Rdg,  RoseviUe,  55 1 1 3-6736 
Graf,  Gail,  9207  4th  Ave  S,  Bloomington,  55420-3721 
Graf,  James  S,  9207  4th  Ave  S,  Bloomington,  55420-3721 
Harrington,  Dolores,  1620  Gardena  Ave  NE,  Fridley, 
55432-5818 

™  Johnson,  Retha  N,  5105  W  62nd  St,  Edina,  55436-2619 
™  Johnson,  Sharon  E,  6657  E  Shadow  Lake  Dr,  Circle  Pines, 
55014-1350 

s  Kiley,  Kimberly,  788  142nd  Ln  NW,  Anoka,  55304-4103 
Lahti,  Kathy,  4157  Oliver  Ave  NW,  Annandale,  55302-3614 
'  Officer,  Sandy,  8920  Southwood  Dr,  Bloomington, 
55437-1744 

Paron,  Mrs  Marino,  940  21st  Pine  Ln,  Cambridge, 
55008-2353 

'  Podany,  Gail,  5256  Beachside  Dr,  Minnetonka,  55343-4322 
'  Schofield,  Jinean,  4665  Morris  Ln,  Bloomington,  55437-3456 
s  Semrau,  Carol,  2912  9th  Ave,  Anoka,  55303-1822 
Trapp,  Palma,  1  Indian  Hills  Dr,  Circle  Pines,  55014-4503 
'  Wemess,  Barbara  H.,  13055  Shenandoah  Blvd  NW,  Coon 
Rapids,  55448-7034 

I  Zondlo,  Mrs  Charles,  2580  Kenzie  Ter,  Minneapolis, 
55418-4145 


MISSISSIPPI 

'  Brasfield,  Brenda  M,  6210  Spring  Creek  Dr,  Olive  Branch, 
38654-9360 

Wicht,  Jane,  203  Broad  St,  Hattiesburg,  39401-3604 

MISSOURI 

'  Amelung,  Nancy,  9708  Greenwood  Ter,  Saint  Louis, 
63119-1304 

'  Anderson,  Dorothy,  1016  Maplewood  Dr,  Columbia, 
65203-1856 

®  Barttrum,  June,  18109  Hanthorne  Dr,  Independence, 
64057-1534 

Blanton,  Helen,  622  Riverside  Dr,  Saint  Charles,  63304-7945 
Britton,  James  L,  3906  SW  Harbor  Dr,  Lees  Summit, 
64082-4633 

=  Bmning,  Allison,  2503  Lilac  Dr,  Columbia,  65202-1227 

'  Burr,  Carolyn  E,  910  Almond  Hill  Ct,  Manchester, 
63021-7004 

'  Campbell,  Ethel  M,  5350  E  Farm  Road  168,  Rogersville, 
65742-8424 

Carson,  Doris  F,  1 702  S  Joplin  Ave,  Joplin,  64804-0649 
Donnell,  Ramona,  PO  Box  959,  Carl  Junction,  64834-0959 
I  Dunlap,  Gary  N,  4189  Jarvis  Rd,  Hillsboro,  63050-2708 
I  Dunlap,  Pat,  4189  Jarvis  Rd,  Hillsboro,  63050-2708 
I  Eaklor,  Lavera  I,  5724  Oleatha  Ave,  Saint  Louis,  63139-1903 
Evensen,  Marilyn,  532  Kingridge  Dr,  Ballwin,  6301 1-2748 
Golubski,  Linda,  1416  NW  A  St,  Blue  Springs,  64015-3605 
'  Hamilton,  Virginia,  7  Carole  Ln,  Saint  Louis,  63131-2539 
“  Hamtil,  Marion  A.,  27  Brook  Ln,  Saint  Charles,  63304-8118 
Hapner,  Susan,  35  Ridge  Point  Dr,  Chesterfield,  63017-2718 
Hart,  Patricia  M,  3350  Blue  Ridge  Blvd,  Independence, 
64052-1068 

“  HiU,  Sue  I,  12201  E  45th  Ter  S,  Independence,  64055-5801 
s  Howitt,  Stephanie,  1101  Skyline  Dr,  Grandview,  64030- 1713 
'  Loveland,  Marsha  D,  1 1 303  S  Alley  Jackson  Rd,  Grain  Valley, 
64029-9506 

^  Miller,  Ardath  L,  529  Ranch  Dr,  Manchester,  63011-3948 
'  Moerer,  Nancy,  4 1 3  NE  1 1 4th  Ter,  Kansas  City,  64155-1231 
'  Payne,  Peggy  R,  108  S  Elizabeth  St,  Hallsville,  65255-9429 
Proctor,  Johnnie  G.,  10000  Womall  Rd  Apt  3301,  Kansas 
City,  64114-4368 

^  Russom,  Fran,  7022  Ethel  Ave,  Saint  Louis,  63117-1919 
'  Schaaf,  Marian  R,  23104  E  Adams  Rd,  Independence, 
64058-2400 

Taylor,  Tricia  A,  9300  E  90th  Pi,  Kansas  City,  64138-4775 
“  Willets,  Nancy  D,  6115A  Pershing  Ave,  Saint  Louis, 
63112-1107 

“  Wilson,  Roma,  4249  Michigan  Ave  Apt  1011,  Saint  Louis, 
63111-1137 

^  Wolverton,  Wilma  J,  8505  S  Karr  Rd,  Grain  Valley, 
64029-9122 

NEBRASKA 

'  Ahlman,  Shannon,  310  N  Walnut  St,  Grand  Island, 
68801-5960 

^  Stork,  Joyce,  2501  E  23rd  Ave  S,  Fremont,  68025-2478 
Stork,  Kent,  2501  E  23rd  Ave  S,  Fremont,  68025-2478 

NEVADA 

^  Mark,  Carol  J,  1823  Fairlie  Ct,  Sparks,  89434-8883 
'  Selleck,  Jann,  12890  Fellowship  Way,  Reno,  89511-8658 
s  Thran,  Diana,  1155  Rosemary  Ct,  Sparks,  89434-2558 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

®  Dimambro,  Lisa,  182  Old  Chester  Tpke,  Chester,  03036-4016 
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NEW  JERSEY 

'  Arnao,  Susan  E,  340  Glenwood  Ave,  Burlington, 
08016-2513 

'  Borey,  Mrs.  Paul  E,  251  Vista  View  Dr,  Mahwah, 
07430-3431 

'  Brown,  Laurel  W,  139  Evergreen  Dr,  Willingboro, 
08046-2446 

“  Buschke,  Mrs.  Edward  W.,  11  Drumlin  Dr,  Morris  Plains, 
07950-2718 

'  Church,  Barbara,  103  Stratford  Rd,  Duin.ont,  07628-1142 
'  Cichocki,  Karyn,  79  Beaver  Run  Rd,  Lafayette,  07848-3112 
'  De  Simon,  Joseph,  749  Park  Ave,  Oradefl,  07649-2009 
'  Fischer,  Jill  G,  59  River  Bend  Rd,  Berkeley  Heights, 
07922-1812 

'  Friedman,  Florence,  181  Elm  St,  Tenafly,  07670-3032 
s  Meatier,  Virginia,  36  Boundbrook  Rd,  Parsippany  07054 
'  Hill,  Fred,  88  Horseshoe  Ln  S,  Columbus,  08022-1062 
I  Kurzynski,  Robert,  270  Washington  Ave,  Clifton, 
07011-3122 

s  Lang,  Colleen,  2 1 6  Edgemere  Dr,  Toms  River,  08755- 1 1 60 
“  Riemer,  Janet,  256  Pennington  Harbourton  Rd,  Pennington, 
08534-4007 

'  Senna,  Frank,  13  Harvard  Way,  Oakland,  07436-3501 
'  Skalski,  Sandra,  516  Macintosh  Dr,  Mullica  Hill, 
08062-9474 

NEW  MEXICO 

'  Bowden,  Jo  Ellen,  407  La  Veta  Dr  NE,  Albuquerque, 
87108-1401 

'  Garrison,  Agatha,  331  County  Road  A027,  Estancia, 
87016-8033 

'  Iskra,  Calista,  4700  Sherwood  St  NE,  Albuquerque, 
87109-2820 

'  Schmierer,  Margaret,  5010  Crownpoint  Ct  NW,  Albuquerque, 
87120-1113 

s  Stewart,  Nancy,  315  Target  Rd,  Corrales,  87048-7769 
'  Tallant,  Joy,  4305  Cobblestone  Pi  NE,  Albuquerque, 
87109-2909 

NEW  YORK 

s  Baisley,  Laurie,  532  Grande  Ave  Apt  5,  Newburgh 
12550-1932 

'  Banchik,  Lillian  H,  PO  Box  222125,  Great  Neck, 
11022-2125 

s  Barthel,  Frank,  102  Melvin  Dr,  Syracuse,  13212-4219 
“  Bradford,  Edward,  8525  86th  St,  Woodhaven,  11421-1203 
'  Burdick,  Doug,  55  Rosemount  St,  Rochester,  14620-4205 
'  Burrell,  Carol  Ann,  135  Sunrise  Hill  Rd,  Fishkill,  12524-2446 
'  Burrell,  Stephen,  135  Sunrise  Hill  Rd,  Fishkill, 
12524-2446 

'  Califano,  Margaret  A,  72  Glendale  Rd,  Latham,  1211 0-4229 
“  Champion,  Ethel  W.,  8848  Van  Hoesen  Rd,  Clay,  13041-9604 
=  Dimon,  Colin,  833  E  Circle  Dr,  Vestal,  13850-3138 
5  Ellison,  Barbara  Whiting,  33  Sharyl  Dr,  Central  Square, 
13036-3470 

=  Evans,  Diane  Lombardo,  52  Kristin  Dr,  Rochester,  14624-1048 
'  Fraley,  Susan  J,  8  Vine  St,  Albany,  12203-2918 
Ghossn,  Rose,  89  Enfield  Ct,  Ridge,  11961-1412 
Gugliada,  Leonore,  16  Meeker  St,  Staten  Island, 
10306-1232 

Hart,  Annabelle,  1 18  S  Crescent  Dr,  Rome,  13440-4576 
=  Heinrich,  Marilyn,  7  Ellsworth  Pi,  East  Northport,  11731-5723 
®  Kot,  Monica  L,  8184  Eileen  Ave,  Cicero,  13039-9564 
™  Kroll,  Paul  F,  4325  Two  Rod  Rd,  Harmony  Hill  Farm,  East 
Aurora,  14052-9693 


®  Leary,  Sharon,  32  West  Ave  Apt  2,  Fairport,  14450-2102 
'  Lohan,  Diane,  499  Keith  Ln,  West  Islip,  1 1 795-3433 

Macaluso,  Rosemary,  4016  247th  St,  Little  Neck, 
11363-1637 

I  McDonald,  Paula,  250  W  85th  St  Apt  8A,  New  York, 
10024-3217 

I  Montgomery,  Eileen,  248  Marilynn  St,  East  Islip,  1 1 730-3306 
=  Palagonia,  Joseph,  84  164th  Ave  #  08,  Howard  Beach, 
11414-3601 

®  Pappas,  Jean,  434  Briarwood  Rd,  Massapequa,  1 1 758-2209 
'  Perras,  Edward  M,  90  Springhollow  Dr,  Cohoes, 
12047-1233 

'  Perrott,  Barbara  D,  5  Downing  Ave,  Newburgh,  12550-1923 
™  Rotando,  Kathryn,  131  Taft  Ave,  Long  Beach,  11561-3831 
™  Rutmayer,  Mrs  Kenneth,  109  Curtis  Dr,  Sound  Beach, 
11789-2254 

s  Ryan,  Mary,  6394  N  Huron  Rd,  Wolcott,  14590-9306 
5  Thompson,  Peter,  212  Locksley  Rd,  Syracuse,  13224-1827 
'  Vogt,  Dorothy,  180  Waco  St,  Lindenhurst,  11757-5338 
^  Wagman,  Fayanne  B,  52  Harper  Dr,  Pittsford,  14534-3104 
'  Wagman,  Irwin,  52  Harper  Dr,  Pittsford,  14534-3104 
Weber,  Jane,  50  Belknap  Dr,  Northport,  1 1 768-3402 
'  Wildman,  James  A,  133  Rosemont  Dr,  Syracuse, 
13205-3011 

'  Yager,  Robin,  3643  Pine  Rd,  Blossvale,  13308-1912 
'  Yager,  William,  3643  Pine  Rd,  Blossvale,  13308-1912 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

'  Abplanalp,  Linda,  3 1 34  Truitt  Dr,  Burlington,  2 72 1 5-4660 
Bunn,  Kermit  M,  RR  5  Box  6 1 3B,  Snow  Hill,  28580-9446 
Bunn,  Lorena,  RR  5  Box  613B,  Snow  Hil,  28580-9446 
®  Cundiff,  Mary,  5401  Forest  Oaks  Dr,  Greensboro, 
27406-8317 

^  Droege,  Alyce  D,  PO  Box  1416,  Franklin,  28744-1416 
®  Glembocki,  Elizabeth,  4821  Jessie  Dr,  Apex,  27502-8858 
'  McElwain,  Lauretta,  761  Hinton  Creek  Rd,  Ellenboro, 
28040-7742 

s  Wdowiak,  Felicia,  1500  Duke  University  Rd,  Apt  AIB, 
Durham,  27701-2924 

s  Whiteside,  Elizabeth,  12317  Harcourt  Dr,  Raleigh  27613 
OHIO 

^  Bartley,  Betty  L,  3920  Monterey  Ave,  Springfield, 
45504-3513 

'  Beaty,  Janice,  900  Kenwyn  Ct,  Columbus,  43220-4 1 60 
=  Bell,  Martha,  5974  Boston  Rd,  Valley  City,  44280-9339 
Black,  Mrs.  George,  PO  Box  2 1 ,  Woodsfield,  43793-002 1 
Borton,  Florence  L.,  4864  US  Route  68  N,  Yellow  Springs, 
45387-8739 

s  Carr,  Nancy,  107  Canterberry  Ln  SW,  Reynoldsburg, 
43068-3204 

^  Grinstead,  Evelyn  G.,  1864  Berkshire  Rd,  Columbus, 
43221-3817 

s  Hutton-Kuhlen,  Lisa,  706  Oakwood  Ave,  Columbus, 
43205-2843 

'  Jones,  Shirley,  3769  W  State  Route  185,  Piqua, 
45356-9324 

5  Lorence,  Tracy,  3786  Wilams  Dr,  Brunswick,  44212-2650 
Lott,  Eileen,  523  Sturgeon  Dr,  Akron,  44319-4311 
“  Neumann,  Linda  A,  11620  Mapleridge  Dr,  North  Royalton, 
44133-2904 

™  Owens,  Linda,  1762  Stemwood  Dr,  Columbus,  43228-9716 
™  Savage,  Ernie  B,  39  Mead  Dr,  Chlicothe,  45601-3737 
'  Stotler,  Terena,  1027  State  Route  589,  Sidney,  45365-8783 
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s  Burnham,  Kathleen,  1 220  E  2  7th  Pi,  Tulsa,  74114-3918 
5  Carter,  John  T.,  1825  W  Lincoln  St,  Broken  Arrow, 
74012-8509 

'  Carter,  Judith  M.,  1825  W  Lincoln  St,  Broken  Arrow, 
74012-8509 

Corley,  Jo  Ellen,  218  E.  Chestnut  St,  Coweta  74429-2518 
Cotten,  Jeanne  M,  4402  E  105th  Pi,  Tulsa,  74137-6223 
s  Hildinger,  Fern,  408  Parkwood  Dr,  Wagoner,  74467-3538 
s  Hill,  Mary  E,  1 1 15  S  129th  East  Ave,  Tulsa,  74108-3901 
™  Howlett,  Rose,  4916  E  38th  Pi,  Tulsa,  74135-5529 
s  Johnson,  Donna,  15907  E  110th  St  N,  Owasso, 
74055-6030 

s  Long,  Kari,  12622  E  31st  Ct,  Tulsa,  74146-2301 
'  Lumpkin,  Shirley  F,  PO  Box  686,  Coweta,  74429-0686 
^  McCawley,  Edna  R.,  1721  S  Fulton  Ave,  Tulsa, 
74112-6929 

™  Sutton,  Pat,  1 707  S  77th  East  Ave,  Tulsa,  74112-7817 
®  Taswell-Miller,  Barbara  D,  3122  E  85th  St,  Tulsa, 
74137-1433 

5  Taylor,  Rheanell,  5916  E  28th  St,  Tulsa  74114-6402 
OREGON 

s  Duvendack,  Christy,  17389  Banyon  Ln,  Lake  Oswego, 
97034-6901 

PENNSYLVANIA 

'  Allen,  Lee,  15  Hollyhock  Ln,  Levittown,  19055-1319 
5  Barnett,  Rodney  J,  508  W  Broadway,  Red  Lion, 
17356-1910 

Callahan,  Betty,  6  Pennsylvania  Ave,  Fairless  Hills, 
19030-1318 

5  Corse,  Nancy  R,  222  Ridgewood  Rd,  Media,  19063-1724 
5  Criswell,  Judi,  1 105  Darby  Rd,  Havertown,  19083-3806 
^  Gershon,  Marianne,  849  Lauren  Ln,  Hatfield,  19440-3269 
'  Hanna,  Susan,  472  Store  Rd,  Harleysville,  19438-2502 
^  Lyons,  Kazuko,  38  Indian  Creek  Dr,  Levittown, 
19057-2229 

™  Lyons,  William  R,  38  Indian  Creek  Dr,  Levittown, 
19057-2229 

s  Maruscak,  Dorothy  C,  2342  McCook  St,  Pittsburgh, 
15212-2826 

s  Menzel,  Heather,  135  N  Main  St,  Yardley  19067 
'  Reed,  Craig  R,  1 19  August  Ln,  Lansdale,  19446-6715 
'  Reed,  Joan,  1 19  August  Ln,  Lansdale,  19446-6715 
'  Roth,  Elizabeth,  105  Carleton  Rd,  Wallingford,  19086-6116 
Shannon,  Laura,  8845  Norwood  Ave,  Chestnut  Hill, 
Philadelphia,  19118-2710 

'  Smith,  Judith,  7808  Conwell  Rd,  Laverock,  19038-7205 
™  Tinari,  Anne,  2325  Valley  Rd  #  190,  Huntingdon  Valley, 
19006-6007 

'  Wezel,  Penelope,  RR  2  Box  225J,  Ulster,  18850-9649 

RHODE  ISLAND 

Warren,  Ruth,  99  Hancock  St  Apt  159,  Tiverton, 
02878-2360 

SOUTH  CAROLINA 

Mims,  Sandra  P,  34  Waterway  Island  Dr,  Isle  of  Palms, 
29451-2728 

Short,  Vere,  100  Dorsetshire  Downs,  Summerville, 
29485-8608 

TENNESSEE 

'  Adamson,  Peggy,  4640  Whites  Creek  Pike,  Whites  Creek, 
37189-9131 


®  Cooper,  Carolyn  Reed,  3197  Wortham  Rd,  Millington, 
38053-7503 

Ellis,  Judy,  6110  Barrentine  Dr,  Bartlett,  38134-5934 
®  Johnson,  E  Lorraine,  3356  S  Perkins  Rd,  Memphis, 
38118-4355 

™  Pair,  Iona,  3578  Country  Lane  Cv,  Memphis,  38133-2802 
^  Shirley,  Ann,  7150  Cedar  Rd,  Bartlett,  38135-1904 
®  Stagg,  Geneva,  8188  Scruggs  Dr,  Germantown,  38138-6120 
Stauffer,  Helen,  2973  Falkirk  Rd,  Memphis,  38128-2919 
'  Steele,  Katherine,  1736  Cornelia  Ln,  Memphis, 
38117-7004 

^  Thurman,  Gary,  924  Broken  Arrow  Cv,  Collierville, 
38017-7357 

^  Thurman,  Rhona,  942  Broken  Arrow  Cv,  Collierville, 
38017-7357 

TEXAS 

Acree,  Yvonne,  3235  Lockmoor  Ln,  Dallas,  75220-1631 
=  Baumgardner,  Cathy,  6611  Cloverbend  St,  San  Antonio, 
78238-1308 

'  Becerra,  Hector,  212  Briarcliff  Dr,  San  Antonio,  78213-1939 
I  Bullard,  Marjorie,  6301  Meadowvista  Dr  Apt  1217,  Corpus 
Christi,  78414-2639 

®  Castiglione,  Janet  M.,  313  Plantation  Oak  Ave,  Lake  Dallas, 
75065-2206 

“  Chilcutt,  Myrtle  R.,  5000  Meadow  Lakes  Dr  Apt  305,  North 
Richland  Hills,  76180-7865 

Clark,  Anita  D,  309  Lakeway  Dr,  Benbrook,  76126-3104 
Click,  Elaine,  10251  Helmsdale  St,  Houston,  77043-1810 
Corondan,  Maty,  7205  Dillon  Ct,  Plano,  75024-3853 
'  Crawford,  Margie  C.,  735  Oban  Dr,  San  Antonio, 
78216-6145 

Curry,  Eunice,  617  Mimosa  Dr,  Denton,  76201-0858 
Davidson,  Janice,  941  Fm  2377,  Red  Oak,  75154-7401 
'  Davidson,  Ronald,  941  Fm  2377,  Red  Oak,  75154-7401 
Davis,  Grace,  3418  Urban  Dr,  Garland,  75041-4628 
^  Dbcon,  Glendel,  508  Christi  Ln,  Coppell,  75019-4055 
'  Dubose,  Gloria,  PO  Box  724,  Georgetown,  78627-0724 
>=  Early,  Alex  D,  5916  WaUa  Ave,  Fort  Worth,  76133-2716 
'  Fergon,  Peggy,  7517  Overhill  Rd,  Fort  Worth,  7611 6-90 1 7 
s  Flynn,  Norma  H,  20224  Havenshire  Dr,  Montgomery, 
77316-3136 

“  Forcht,  Mrs.  Brennan  A,  833  McKinney  St,  Arlington, 
76012-4617 

Fort,  Mural,  3921  Honey  Ln,  North  Richland  Hills, 
76180-8760 

™  Foster,  Bill,  3610  Gray  Dr,  Mesquite,  75150-2121 
“  Foster,  Paula,  3610  Gray  Dr,  Mesquite,  75150-2121 
'  Froboese,  Ken,  32005  Ih  10  W,  Boeme,  78006-9240 
Fuster,  Blanca,  1003  Creighton  Ct,  Mesquite,  75150-6075 
^  Garlick,  Maxine  S,  2730  Arrowhead  Dr,  Copperas  Cove, 
76522-7201 

Gibbs,  Dolores,  608  Lame  Dr,  San  Marcos,  78666-2410 
Goeke,  Ruth,  4851  Pieper  Rd,  Brenham,  77833-7072 
^  Goins,  Gerri,  1 1030  Silkwood  Dr,  Houston,  77031-2220 
®  Goss,  Nancy,  1710  Deerfield  Dr,  Austin,  78741-3705 
™  Hall,  Meredith  M,  922  E  14th  St,  Houston,  77009-5004 
®  Harney,  Irene,  8323  Chivalry  St,  San  Antonio, 
78250-2408 

^  Hummer,  Alma,  10606  Sunflower  Ln,  San  Antonio, 
78213-1623 

'  Johnson,  Dea  V.,  6 1 0  Mauze  Dr,  San  Antonio,  78216-3711 
'  Johnson,  Wm  H,  610  Mauze  Dr,  San  Antonio,  78216-3711 
'  Kimbro,  Joyce,  4107  Wyldwood  Rd,  Austin,  78739-3010 
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Leifeste,  Connie  L,  12000  Riverview  Dr,  Woodway, 
76712-7608 

Lewis,  Velma,  1008  Golf  Course  Rd,  Andrews,  79714-3810 
Liggett,  Laura,  17411  Rustington  Dr,  Spring,  77379-5009 
Linson,  Virginia,  326  Drexel  Dr,  Grapevine,  76051-5101 
Lopez,  Arturo,  1000  Amur  St,  Mesquite,  75150-4211 
Mason,  Mark,  9037  Bussey  Rd,  Silsbee,  77656-8348 
McElhannon,  Bonnie,  305  Audra  Cir,  Rhome,  76078-3403 
Moore,  Penny,  1550  County  Road  139,  Hutto,  78634-5420 
Nabers,  John  P,  714  El  Toro  Ln,  Houston,  77062-5008 
Nicholas,  Anne  M,  31 13  Deerfield  Dr,  Denton,  76208-3428 
Nicholas,  Dr.  Richard  A,  3113  Deerfield  Dr,  Denton, 
76208-3428 

Peek,  Allene,  RR  1  Box  1 7,  Bellevme,  76228-9504 
Peters,  Bobbie,  909  Cardinal  Ln,  Paige,  78659-9741 
Pilbin,  Marcia,  13806  River  Ridge  Dr,  Coipus  Christi, 
78410-5228 

Pittman,  Hortense,  7416  County  Road  129,  Celina, 
75009-4704 

Pittman,  Jesse  R.,  7416  County  Road  129,  Celina, 
75009-4704 

Pursley,  Mrs  Joseph,  10606  Man  0  War  Ave,  Austin, 
78719-9606 

Ramser,  Sue,  2413  Martin  St,  Wichita  Falls,  76308-1908 
Range,  Terri,  2350  Mockingbird  Ln,  Garland,  75042-8329 
Reddell,  Janey  E,  2408  Cedar  Ln,  Schertz,  78154-2741 
Reuss,  Phyllis,  3924  Bordeaux  Cir,  Flower  Mound, 
75022-7047 

Rexilius,  Jane,  5634  Yarwell  Dr,  Houston,  77096-3922 
Rhodes,  Aloha,  PO  Box  57,  Manchaca,  78652-0057 
Rogers,  JoAnne,  PO  Box  653,  Copperas  Cove,  76522-0653 
Sanders,  Shirley,  1034  Rayburn  Dr,  San  Antonio, 
78221-1446 

Sanders,  Virgil,  1034  Rayburn  Dr,  San  Antonio, 
78221-1446 

Saunders,  Mary  Lou,  2214  Saharah  Dr,  Garland, 
75044-7165 

Schrimsher,  Jo  Anne,  2205  College  Dr,  Victoria, 
77901-4474 

Scott,  Iris,  11840  RimrockTrl,  Austin,  78737-2827 
Spachek,  Steven,  234  W  Mally  Blvd,  San  Antonio, 
78221-3832 

Stallings,  Mary,  3709  Glenmont  Dr,  Fort  Worth, 
76133-2953 

Stenger,  Joyce  A,  714  El  Toro  Ln,  Houston,  77062-5008 
Storey,  Susan,  110  Rogers  Ridge  St,  San  Marcos, 
78666-4715 

Sugg,  William,  805  Rex  Ln,  Garland,  75040-5737 
Tracy,  Betty,  6103  Royal  Pt,  San  Antonio,  78239-1540 
Turner,  Martha,  PO  Box  29727,  Dallas,  75229-0727 
Walbrick,  Mary,  5235  Kingston  Dr,  Wichita  Falls, 
76310-3029 

Wheeler,  Ruth,  PO  Box  225829,  Dallas,  75222-5829 
Wright,  Trish,  2106  Woodland  Park  Dr,  Houston, 
77077-6428 

Young,  Frances,  6109  Shadow  Mountain  Dr,  Austin, 
78731-4162 


UTAH 

“  Jones,  Mrs.  John  H,  1 786  Millcreek  Way,  Salt  Lake  City, 
84106-3234 

VIRGINIA 

™  Boland,  Mary  A,  6415  Wilcox  Ct,  Alexandria, 
22310-3329 

=  Carr,  Vicki,  8365  Jane  Lee  Cir,  Mechanicsville, 
23116-2422 

'  Dudley,  Roseanne  C,  409  Dune  St,  Norfolk,  23503-5330 
Giangerelli,  Mary  Ann,  2710  Viking  Dr,  Herndon, 
20171-2400 

'  Grundy,  Alice  D,  3018  Hungary  Spring  Rd,  Richmond, 
23228-2420 

'  Hedgepeth,  Kathryn  A,  4024  Cutshaw  Ave,  Richmond, 
23230-3930 

'  Hoffmann,  Susan  B,  801  N  Villier  Ct,  Virginia  Beach, 
23452-3941 

™  Jones,  Laurene,  3430  Luttrell  Rd,  Annandale,  22003-1269 
'  Knight,  P,  1796  Stonehaven  Ln,  Virginia  Beach, 
23464-7031 

'  Long,  Sharon  A,  1546  Heritage  Hill  Dr,  Richmond, 
23233-4332 

“  Nuyianes,  Opal  L,  13323  Moore  Rd,  Clifton,  20124-1026 
'  Peterson,  Barbara,  1255  Raynor  Dr,  Richmond, 
23235-6141 

™  Promersberger,  Beverly,  PO  Box  646,  Clintwood, 
24228-0646 

'  Schmidt,  William  C,  500  Danray  Dr,  Richmond, 
23227-1927 

™  Skelton,  Elinor,  3910  Larchwood  Rd,  Falls  Church, 
22041-1108 

'  Van,  Carol,  300  Brittain  Ln,  Hampton,  23669-1052 

Wilson,  John  E,  10007  Bent  Tree  Ln,  Manassas, 
20111-4222 

WASHINGTON 

=  Graves,  Cathleen,  75 1  1 1 6th  St  S,  Tacoma,  98444-3254 
I  Pirone,  Andrea,  6525  NE  Wood  Bay  Ln,  Poulsbo, 
98370-7731 

WISCONSIN 

^  Degner,  Kevin  W,  1741  Iowa  St,  Oshkosh,  54902-6828 
'  Eberle,  Mickey,  N93W17229  Devonwood  Rd,  Menomonee 
FaUs,  53051-1405 

'  Fossum,  Dorothy,  31 77  N  95th  St,  Milwaukee,  53222-3522 
'  Fox,  Mrs  Betsy,  1235  N  Westfield  St,  Oshkosh,  54902-3218 
'  Garvens,  Arlene,  30630  Outboard  Rd,  Elroy,  53929-8834 
'  Heider,  Catherine,  4132  Spring  Rd,  Omro,  54963-9767 
'  Judd,  Janice,  W6090  County  Road  P,  Monroe,  53566-9662 
'  Lewis,  Mable,  W8934  Davis  Rd,  Browntown,  53522-9741 
™  Mengsol,  Ruth  E,  5616  W  Cairdel  Ln,  Mequon,  53092-1190 
™  Merrell,  Irene,  W283  Hillendale  Dr,  Oconomowoc, 
53066-5530 

s  Peterson,  Alice,  361 1  Mathias  Way,  Verona  53593-9588 
'  Streit,  Shirley,  N1795  County  Rd  S,  Juda,  53550-9768 
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2000  AVSA  Affiliated  Clubs 


(Editors  Note:  This  is  the  Affiliate  list  as  reported  by  the  AVSA 
office  as  of  July  1 ,  2000.  Please  contact  the  office  regarding  any 
questions  or  corrections.) 

INTERNET  CLUBS 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  CONNECTION,  Lynda  Welchel,  President, 
email  welchell@flash.net 

INTERNET  AFRICAN  VIOLET  CLUB,  Amy  Trept,  President, 
email  altbass@aol.com 

AUSTRALIA 

AVS  of  Queensland,  Robert  Browning,  President,  87  Tenth  Ave, 
Kedron,  4031 

AVS  of  South  AustraMa,  E  Warwick,  President,  15  Kinnear 
Crescent,  Rostrevor,  5073 

NEW  SOUTH  WALES 

AV-GESNERIAD  SOCIETY  OF  NSW,  John  Hodges,  President, 
PO  Box  214,  Strathfield,  2135 

CI-CENTRAL  COAST  AVC,  J  White,  President,  379  Main  Rd, 
Noraville,  2263 

WOLLONGONG  AV  GROUP,  Joan  Kerr,  President,  1  Pringle  Rd, 
Corrimal,  2518 

BAHAMAS 

BAHAMAS  AVS,  Sybil  Strachan,  President,  PO  Box  GT  2048, 
Nassau 

BERMUDA 

BERMUDA  AVS,  Lydia  Simmons,  President,  PO  Box  HM  1112, 
Hamilton,  HM  EX 

CANADA 

ALBERTA 

AVS  OF  CALGARY,  Walter  Salamanowicz,  President,  C/0  324 
Cantrell  Dr  SW,  Calgary,  T2W  2C6 
STAMPEDE  CITY  AVS,  Gabriela  Liberty,  President,  196  Douglas 
Ridge  Close  SE,  Calgary,  T2Z  2P6 
THE  AVS  OF  CENTRAL  ALBERTA,  Bertha  Lawrence, 
President,  Box  6  Site  4  RR  2,  Red  Deer,  T4N  5E2 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

VANCOUVER  AV  AND  GESNERIAD  SOCIETY,  Marilyn  Allen, 
President,  8  Brackenridge  Place,  Port  Moody,  V3H  4G4 

NOVA  SCOTIA 

ANNAPOLIS  VALLEY  AVS,  Jean  L  Stanford,  President,  Box 
683  68  Connaught  Ave,  Middleton,  BOS  IPO 
FIRST  HALIFAX  AVS,  Anne  Brown,  President,  2831  Doug 
Smith  Dr,  Halifax,  B3L  3T6 

ONTARIO 

AVSA  JUDGES  COUNCIL  ONTARIO,  Beverley  Williams, 
President,  600  Silvercreek  Blvd  #80,  Mississauga,  L5A  2B4 
HERITAGE  AVS,  Brian  Krick,  President,  406  Tapleytown  Rd, 
Stoney  Creek,  L8J  3K6 

LAKESHORE  AVS,  Daphnne  Yaremko,  President,  600 
Silvercreek  Blvd  #80,  Mississauga,  L5A  2B4 
LONDON  AVS,  Betty  Wison,  President,  814  Riverside  Dr, 
London,  N6H  2S9 

OAKVILLE  AVS,  Josephina  Fitzwilliam,  President,  2120 
Parkway  Dr,  Burlington,  L7P  1S4 


OTTAWA  AVS,  Richard  Harriman,  President,  2395  Ogilvie  Rd, 
Gloucester,  KIG  7N9 

TORONTO  AVS,  Jean  Hamilton,  President,  130  Wishing  Well  Dr, 
Agincourt,  MIT  1J7 

TORONTO  GESNERIAD  SOCIETY,  Daphne  Yaremko, 
President,  C/o  600  Silvercreek  Blvd  #80,  Mississauga,  L5A 

PRINCE  EDWARD  ISLAND 

CHARLOTTETOWN  AVS,  Claude  Whitenect,  President,  57 
Lewis  Pt  Blvd,  Charlottetown,  CIE  7J6 

QUEBEC 

AVS  of  Greater  Montreal,  Nancy  Tazer,  President,  263  St  Jean, 
Pointe  Claire,  H9R  3J1 

CLUB  DES  VIOLETTES  AFRICAINES,  Pierrette  Marquis, 
President,  S.H.G,  C.P.  123,  Granby,  J2G  8E4 
CLUB  VIOLETTES  LONGUEUIL,  Denise  Gagnon,  President,  CP 
21126  Succ  Jacques  Cartier,  Longueil,  J4J  5J4 
LES  VIOLETTES  SAGUENEENNES,  Jean-Paul  Chayer, 
President,  2109  St  Philippe,  Jonquiere,  G7S  4P3 
SOCIETE  DES  SAINTPAULIA  DE  MONTREAL,  Nicole 
Charbonneau,  President,  4101  Sherbrooke  Rue  Est,  Montreal, 
H1X2B2 

SASKATCHEWAN 

NUTANA  VIOLET  CLUB,  Alma  Jones,  President,  1638  E 
Heights,  Saskatoon,  ST]  3B6 

HONG  KONG 

AVS  OF  HONG  KONG  LTD,  Lau  Hin  Cheung,  President,  PO  Box 
99075  (T.S.T.),  Tsim  Sha  Tsui, 

MEXICO 

PRIMER  CLUB  DE  VIOLETAS,  Alejandrina  B  De  Guerrerro, 
President,  PO  Box  1688,  Monterrey  N  L  Cp  640, 

NEW  ZEALAND 

WANGANUI  AV  &  G  CLUB  OF  NEW  ZEALAND,  J  Burkett, 
President,  24  Nile  St,  Wanganui 

REPUBLIC  OF  SOUTH  AFRICA 
TFf.  JS  vAL  AVS,  Lana  Marais,  President,  Box  11141, 
CentUiion,  uv46 

SOUTH  AFRICA 

KZN  AVS,  Wendy  Low,  President,  2  Cowell  Pi,  Escombe,  4093 

TAIWAN 

TAIWAN  AFRICAN  VIOLET  CLUB,  Fu  Chen  Tung,  President,  4 
Lane  61  Kuo  Shan  3rd  Rd,  Kao-Hsiung,  804 

UNITED  STATES 
ALABAMA 

CAPITAL  CITY  AVS  OF  MONTGOMERY,  Linda  Boyd, 
President,  239  Nottingham  Rd.,  Montgomery,  36109-3723 
EARLY  BIRD  VIOLET  CLUB,  Gwen  Johnson,  President,  5105 
Hollow  Log  Ln,  Birmingham,  35244-1925 
HUNTSVILLE  AVS  Doyle  Haynes,  President,  7900  Regent  Cir 
SW  Apt  1,  HuntsviUe,  35802-1419 
MONTGOMERY  AVS,  Marty  Davis,  President,  2051  County 
Road  59,  Prattville,  36067-8032 
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ALASKA 

AURORA  BOREALIS  AVS,  Helen  Krumley,  President,  6609  E 
12th  Ave,  Anchorage,  99504-1737 
LAST  FRONTIER  AVS,  Patricia  Gordon,  President,  PO  Box 
878809,  Wasilla,  99687-8809 

ARIZONA 

DESERT  SUN  AVS,  Dariane  Johnson,  President,  PO  Box  18066, 
Fountain  Hills,  85269-8066 

ROADRUNNER  AFRICAN  VIOLET  SOCIETY,  Rosemary  Lort, 
President,  15818  N  52nd  St,  Scottsdale,  85254-1707 

ARKANSAS 

BELLA  VISTA  AVS,  Beth  TaOant,  President,  2103  SE  8th  St, 
Bentonville,  72712-6550 

GREEN  THUMB  AVC,  Charlotte  Jenldns,  President,  2116  Dee 
Ave,  Springdale,  72762-4039 

NORTH  CENTRAL  ARKANSAS  AVS,  Lynda  Harkenreader, 
President,  502  Wellington  Ct,  Jacksonville,  72076-3455 

CALIFORNIA 

AV  COUNCIL  OF  SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA,  Florence  Naylor, 
President,  478  Arcade  Dr,  Ventura,  93003-4502 
AV  JUDGES  COUNCIL  OF  NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA,  Barbara 
Elkin,  President,  2855  Gayle  Ln,  Auburn,  95602-9674 
AVS  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO,  Fred  Grafelman,  President,  1447 
32nd  Ave,  San  Francisco,  94122-3136 
AVS  OF  SOUTH  BAY,  Irene  Thomas,  President,  1199  Lyons  St, 
Redwood  City,  94061-2262 

AVSA  JUDGES  COUNCIL  OF  SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA, 

Leonard  Re,  President,  9144  Helm  Ave,  Fountain  Valley, 
92708-4435 

BAJA  OREGON  BLOOMERS,  Leslie  Jones,  President,  PO  Box 
839,  Yreka,  96097-0839 

BAKERSFIELD  AVS,  Vickie  Wilson,  President,  22133  Lilac  St, 
Tehachapi,  93561-8903 

BELLFLOWER  AVS,  Sharon  Coudyser,  President,  5761  Eberle 
St,  Lakewood,  90713-1838 

BURBANK  AVS,  Susan  Eyraud,  President,  10729  Sharon  Ave, 
Shadow  HiUs,  91040-1731 

CAPITAL  CITY  AVS,  Cindi  Nofziger,  President,  256  Cole  Ct, 
Woodland,  95695-2894 

CARLSBAD  AVS,  Faye  Shirley,  President,  3747  Vista  Campana 
S  Unit  24,  Oceanside,  92057-8225 
CENTRAL  CALIFORNIA  AVS,  Stanley  Barnes,  President,  2563 
Richert  Ave,  Clovis,  9361 1-6034 
DELTA  GESNERIAD  AND  AVS,  Oscar  Faoro,  President,  7361 
22nd  St,  Sacramento,  95822-491 1 
FANCY  BLOOMERS  AVS,  Byron  Borck,  President,  1425  Ditty 
Ave,  Santa  Rosa,  95403-2632 

FOOTHILL  AVS,  Chris  Hedberg,  President,  1627  Brigden  Rd, 
Pasadena,  91 104-3128 

GRANADA  HILLS  AVS,  George  Delafrance,  President,  8835 
Swinton  Ave,  North  Hills,  91343-4723 
HUMBOLDT  COUNTY  AVS,  Linda  Bettiga,  President,  PO  Box 
68,  Loleta,  95551-0068 

MONTROSE  AVS,  Donna  Kirkland,  President,  2323  Blackmore 
Dr,  Glendale,  91206-3008 

NORTHERN  CA  COUNCIL  OF  AVS,  Kathy  Willoughby, 
President,  336  Chardonnay  Cir,  Clayton,  94517-1428 
ORANGE  COUNTY  AVS,  Diane  Miller,  President,  7056  E 
Country  Club  Ln,  Anaheim,  92807-4414 
POMONA  VALLEY  AVS,  Estelle  Orsini,  President,  8651  FoothiU 
Blvd  Spc  98,  Rancho  Cucamonga, 

RENO-SPARKS  AVS,  Kathy  Roubal,  President,  HC  1  Box  9, 
Chilcoot,  96105-9501 


SAN  FERNANDO  VALLEY  AVS,  Bernadine  Poulsen,  President, 
7918  Teesdale  Ave,  North  Hollywood 
SAN  JOAQUIN  AVS,  Pat  A.  Soares,  President,  408  N  Sherman 
Ave,  Manteca,  95336-3907 

SAN  MATEO  COUNTY  AVS,  Al  Cornibe,  President,  197  Archer 
Dr,  Santa  Cmz,  95060-2442 

SIERRA  VIOLET  LOVERS,  Connie  Byars,  President,  24225 
Road  224,  Lindsay,  93247-9000 
SOUTH  COAST  AVS,  Jacquie  Eisenhut,  President,  22800  Eriel 
Ave,  Torrance,  90505-3011 

THOUSAND  OAKS  AVS,  Marcia  Shaver,  President,  1187 
Buckingham  Dr,  Thousand  Oaks,  91360-5204 
TOWN  AND  COUNTRY  AVS,  Rosita  Roser,  President,  12985 
South  Ln,  Redlands,  92373-7445 
TUSTANA  AVS,  Denzel  M.  Probert,  President,  2215  Santa  Ana 
Ave,  Costa  Mesa,  92627-1835 

VENTURA  COUNTY  AVS,  Robert  Seaton,  President,  864  Milton 
Ave,  Ventura,  93003-49 1 7 

COLORADO 

GESNERIAD  AV  Club,  Allison  Brigham,  President,  1 122  8th  St, 
Golden,  80401-1009 

GLOXINIA  GESNERIAD  GROWERS,  Jean  Miller,  President, 
6661  Upham  Dr,  Arx^ada,  80003-3943 
HI  COUNTRY  JUDGES  WORKSHOP,  Janice  Sorenson, 
President,  8357  E  Jamison  Cir  S,  Englewood,  801 12-2751 
LOVELAND  SWEETHEART  VIOLETTES,  Trudy  Brekel, 
President,  14442  Garfield  St,  Brighton,  80601-7738 
PIKES  PEAK  AVS,  Shirley  Stilley,  President,  1 709  Shemian  St, 
Colorado  Springs,  80909-2428 

ROCKY  MOUNTAIN  AV  COUNCIL,  Hany  Weber,  President, 
3003  Spring  Mountain  Dr,  Loveland,  80537-7428 
THE  AVS  OF  DENVER  CHAPTER  1,  Fran  Ratte,  President,  PO 
Box  382,  Black  Hawk,  80422-0382 
THE  VIOLETEERS,  Linda  Thompson,  President,  3351  S  Field  St 
Apt  168,  Denver,  80227-4632 

ULTRA  VIOLET  CLUB,  Geneva  Holmes,  President,  8810 
Hooker  Way,  Westminster,  80031-3336 

CONNECTICUT 

CENTRAL  CONNECTICUT  AVS,  Florence  England,  President, 
137  Pheasant  Dr,  Rocky  Hill,  06067-2062 
NAUGATONIC  AVS,  Edna  Rourke,  President,  99  Old  Stratford 
Rd,  Shelton,  06484-6129 

NUTMEG  STATE  AVS,  Edna  Rourke,  President,  99  Old  Stratford 
Rd,  Shelton,  06484-6129 

SILVERMINE  AVS,  Jean  Simons,  President,  26  Jennie  Ln, 
Westport,  06880-6001 

THIMBLE  ISLAND  AVS,  Richard  Bower,  President,  239  Fort 
Path  Rd,  Madison,  06443-2216 

WINDSOR  AVS,  Vivian  Hiltz,  President,  155  Summit  Wood  Dr, 
Kensington,  06037-3941 

DELAWARE 

DELAWARE  AVS,  Carol  Callaghan,  President,  2806  Rickdale 
Rd,  Wilmington,  19810-3434 

FLORIDA 

ALABAMA  AV  JUDGES  COUNCIL,  Louise  Merrett,  President, 
4200  Croydon  Rd,  Pensacola,  32514-6814 
AV  ASSOCIATION  OF  GARDENERS,  Debbie  Chapman, 
President,  2829  Blind  Owl  Dr,  Orlando,  32822-7843 
AV  COUNCIL  OF  FLORIDA,  Phyllis  King,  President,  1 1 752 
1 1 1th  Terrance  N,  Seminole,  33778 
AVC  OF  DAYTONA,  Pat  Crowley,  President,  3051  Princeton 
Ave,  Daytona  Beach,  32118-3130 
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AVS  of  Fort  Walton  Beach,  Frances  Crissman,  President,  PO 
Box  415,  Shalimar,  32579-0415 
AVS  OF  JACKSONVILLE,  Barbara  Murdoch,  President,  5129 
Birkenhead  Rd,  Jacksonville,  32210-4001 
AVS  OF  PENSACOLA,  George  Starr,  President,  2602  Graupera 
St,  Pensacola,  32507-1637 

CENTRAL  FLORIDA  AVS,  Elvie  Clandenning,  President,  3260 
Teal  St,  Titusville,  32796 

EDISON  AVC,  Jean  West,  President,  2010  SE  28th  St,  Cape  Coral, 
33904-3255 

FANTASY  VC,  Fran  Carson,  President,  3152  Deltona  Blvd, 
Spring  Hill,  34606-3114 

FIRST  LAKELAND  AVS,  Man'in  Nester,  President,  425 
Aberdeen  CtN,  Lakeland,  33813-1602 
GULF  AVC,  Anna-Marie  Rinick,  President,  2274  S.E.  28th  Street, 
Cape  Coral,  33904-2924 

HEART  OF  FLORIDA,  Ron  Bannister,  President,  695  Bear  Creek 
Ct,  Winter  Springs,  32708-3646 

MID  POLK  AVS,  Lucille  Griffin,  President,  PO  Box  1411,  Lake 
Alfred,  33850-1411 

SARASOTA  AVS,  Deborah  Conley,  President,  2824  Wilkinson 
Rd,  Sarasota,  34231-2800 

SUMMER  LACE  AVS,  Gail  Chase,  President,  1528  Pineview  Dr, 
Tallahassee,  32301-4918 

SUNCOAST  AVS,  Karen  Boosinger,  President,  10836  Forest  Run 
Cir,  Bradenton,  34202-9743 

TAMPA  AVS,  Lynn  Wilson,  President,  645  Hudson  Ave,  Tampa 
33606-3926 

THE  NITE  BLOOMERS  AVS,  Kym  Belvin,  President,  9153 
Rtinnymeade  Rd,  Jacksonville,  32257-5243 
THE  VIOLET  PATCH  OF  SOUTH  FLORIDA,  Peggy  Madison, 
President,  15831  SW  54th  Pi,  Fort  Lauderdale,  33331-3376 
TREASURE  COAST  AVS,  Doug  Shilzey,  President,  421  SW 
Kentu'ood  Rd,  Port  Saint  Lucie,  34953-6214 

GEORGIA 

GEORGIA  AFRICAN  VIOLET  GROWERS,  Joan  F  Cumpton, 
President,  219  Sunset  Dr,  Warner  Robins,  31088-4170 
GEORGIA  STATE  AV  COUNCIL,  Kathy  Spissman,  President, 
4086  Brownlee  Dr,  Tucker,  30084-61 13 
HIGH  HOPES  VC  OF  SOUTH  ATLANTA,  Edith  Brooks, 
President,  235  New  Oak  Ridge  Trl,  Fayetteville,  30214-3763 
MASTER  CITY  AV  &  GESNERIAD  SOCIETY,  Sharon  Miles, 
President,  1954  Liberty  Church  Rd,  Hephzibah,  30815-4421 
TARA  AVC,  Sue  Ann  Blackmon,  President,  660  Sigman  Rd  NW, 
Conyers,  30012-3630 

HAWAII 

AVS  OF  HAWAII,  Gwen  Shigekane,  President,  46-312  Anna  St, 
Kaneohe,  96744-4111 

ILLINOIS 

AVS  OF  NORTHERN  ILLINOIS,  Edward  Johnson,  President, 
4901  N  Ozanam  Ave,  Norridge,  60706-3203 
BARRINGTON  BLOOMERS  AVS,  Nikki  Collard,  President, 
27547  N  Forest  Garden  Rd,  Wauconda,  60084-2841 
FOX  VALLEY  AVS,  Dixie  Williams,  President,  32 1 1  White  Eagle 
Dr,  Naperville,  60564-4604 

GLENVIEW/NORTH  SHORE  AVS,  Barbara  Goodsell,  President, 
429  Cheny  Ln,  Glenview,  60025-4576 
LAKE  SHORE  AVS,  Morgan  Simmons,  President,  2210  Hartzell 
St,  Evanston,  60201-1424 

MARGARET  SCOTT  AVS,  Lois  Crider,  President,  2172  County 
Road  1850  N,  Saint  Joseph,  61873-9408 


METROPOLITAN  AVS  OF  PEORIA,  Gary  Duchien,  President, 
1 17  Lynn  St,  Washington,  61571-2836 
NORTHERN  ILLINOIS  GESNERIAD  SOCIETY,  Russell  White, 
President,  PO  Box  1360,  Lake  Geneva,  53147-6360 
QUAD  CITIES  AVS,  Cheryl  Hughes,  President,  3614  15th 
Avenue  Ct,  Moline,  61265-3456 
TWIN  CITIES  AVS,  Arlene  Ashley,  President,  RR  6, 
Bloomington,  61704-9806 

INDIANA 

HOOSIER  AFRICAN  VIOLET  SOCIETY,  Linda  G.  Lucht, 
President,  8376  Webster  Ct,  Crown  Point,  46307-9663 
INDY  AFRICAN  VIOLET  CLUB,  Kathie  Jeffries,  President, 
1 1200  S  US  Highway  31,  Elizabethtown,  47232-9576 

IOWA 

CEDAR  VALLEY  VIOLET  CLUB,  Marilyn  Thornton,  President, 
284  Sheridan  Rd,  Waterloo,  50701-4022 
EVENING  AVC  DES  MOINES,  Margie  Hill,  President,  8309 
Twana  Dr,  Urbandale,  50322-1524 

KANSAS 

LAWRENCE  AVC,  Raymond  Russell,  President,  807  W  27th  Ter, 
Lawrence,  66046-4617 

MIDWEST  AV  JUDGES  COUNCIL,  Pat  Richards,  President, 
15105  S  Seminole  Dr,  Olathe,  66062-3004 
MISSOURI  VALLEY  AV  COUNCIL,  Pat  Richards,  President, 
15105  S  Seminole  Dr,  Olathe,  66062-3004 
TOPEKA  AVS,  Jean  Patterson,  President,  1247  SW  Fillmore  St, 
Topeka,  66604-1166 

WICHITA  AV  STUDY  CLUB,  Maiy  A.  Smith,  President,  2034  S 
Park  Rdg,  Wichita,  67209-3279 

KENTUCKY 

AVS  OF  KENTUCKIANA,  Charlotte  Stewart,  President,  4511 
Shenandoah  Dr,  Louisville,  40241-1865 
CINCINNATI  AVS,  Penny  Wichman,  President,  2560  Hathaway 
Rd,  Union,  41091-9705 

HEARTLAND  AV  AND  GESNERIAD,  Carla  Yambert,  President, 
8233  S.R.  121  South,  Murray,  42071 

LOUISIANA 

ALEXANDRIA  AVS,  Joan  Pippens,  President,  9996  Highway 
165  S,  Forest  Hill,  71430-9660 

BATON  ROUGE  AVS,  Fran  Spear,  President,  7660  Amite  Church 
Rd,  Denham  Springs,  70706-0907 
JEFFERSON  AV  ASSOCIATION,  Gail  Borne,  President,  4849 
Alphonse  Dr,  Metairie,  70006-1163 
LAFAYETTE  AVC,  Nora  Cage,  President,  106  Wedgewood  Dr, 
Lafayette,  70503-3236 

LOUISIANA  CNCL  OF  AV  JDGS  &  GROWERS,  Nancy  David, 
President,  1 10  Saint  Jude  St,  New  Roads,  70760-3720 
SUNDOWNERS  AVS,  Robert  Tmax,  President,  408  Hearthstone 
Dr,  Baton  Rouge,  70806-5007 

THE  VERBEAU  AVC,  Jo  Beth  Jeane,  President,  197  William  Ray 
Jeane  Rd,  Leesville,  71446-6944 
TOP  CHOICE  AVS,  Flora  Nugent,  President,  6229  Trailwood  Ter, 
Shreveport,  71119-7232 

MARYLAND 

BALTIMORE  AVC,  Janet  Haag,  President,  524  Murdock  Rd, 
Baltimore,  21212-2020 

POTOMAC  COUNCIL  OF  AV  JUDGES,  Ken  Barbi,  President, 
1809  View  Top  Ct,  Annapolis,  21401-5873 


A- 10  Supplement  to  September  •  October  2000  African  Violet  Magazine 


MASSACHUSETTS 

ALL  SEASONS  AVC,  Nancy  Manozzi,  President,  373  Singletary 
Ln,  Framingham,  01702-6128 

BAY  STATE  AVS,  Anne  Marie  Flynn,  President,  10  Wildlife  Dr, 
Hopkinton,  01748-2649 

EMERALD  NECKLACE  AVC,  Ruth  Grieco,  President,  32  Saint 
Paul  St,  Brookline,  02446-6570 

THE  QUANNAPOWITT  AVC,  Bob  Clark,  President,  118  Byron 
Ave,  Lawrence,  01841-4444 

MICHIGAN 

MICHIGAN  STATE  AVS,  Loreen  Callentne,  President,  2850 
Green  Rd,  West  Branch,  48661-9609 

MINNESOTA 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  STUDY  GROUP,  Gen  Zondlo,  President, 
2580  Kenzie  Ter,  Minneapolis,  55418-4145 
AVS  OF  MINNESOTA,  Kathy  Lahti,  President,  4157  Oliver  Ave 
NW,  Annandale,  55302-3614 

FARGO-MOORHEAD  AVC,  Elaine  Landa,  President,  1006  10th 
StN,  Moorhead,  56560-1552 

JUDGES  COUNCIL  OF  MINNESOTA,  Sandy  Officer,  President, 
8920  Southwood  Dr,  Bloomington,  55437-1744 
NORTH  STAR  AV  COUNCIL,  Gail  Podany,  President,  5256 
Beachside  Dr.,  Minnetonka,  55343 

MISSISSIPPI 

HATTIESBURG  AVC,  Bobbie  Herring,  President,  PO  Box  464, 
Petal,  39465-0464 

VOLUNTEER  STATE  AV  COUNCIL,  Brenda  Brasfield, 
President,  6210  Spring  Creek  Dr,  Olive  Branch,  38654-9360 

MISSOURI 

AMETHYST  AVC,  Maiy  Ann  Switzer,  President,  1925  Lone  Trail 
Ln,  Chesterfield,  63017-5006 

AVC  OF  GREATER  KANSAS  CITY,  Shirley  Swait,  President, 
722  N  Forest  Ave,  Independence,  64050-2320 
GATEWAY  AFRICAN  VIOLET  CLUB,  Marcia  Jacobs,  President, 
1990  Winter  Haven  Dr,  Imperial,  63052-3067 
GATEWAY  WEST  GESNERIAD  SOCIETY,  Gary  Dunlap, 
President,  4189  Jarvis  Rd,  Hillsboro,  63050-2708 
HEART  OF  MISSOURI  AVS,  Catherine  Ross,  President,  RR  2 
Box  165,  Moberly,  65270-9620 
INNER  CITY  AVS,  Barbara  Fisher,  President,  5119  Longhorn  Trl, 
Florissant,  63033-7706 

KATY  TRAIL  AFRICAN  VIOLET  CLUB,  Homer  Blanton, 
President,  622  Riverside  Dr,  Saint  Charles,  63304-7945 
M  K  O  AVS,  Doris  F.  Carson,  President,  1 702  S  Joplin  Ave,  Joplin, 
64804-0649 

METROPOLITAN  STXOUIS  AV  COUNCIL,  Pat  Dunlap, 
President,  4189  Jarvis  Rd,  Hillsboro,  63050-2708 
MID- AMERICA  AVS,  Nancy  Moerer,  President,  413  NE  114th 
Ter,  Kansas  City,  64155-1231 

SHO-ME  AVC,  Doris  Brown,  President,  33706  E  Spencer  Rd, 
Oak  Grove,  64075-7249 

SPRINGFIELD  CHAPTER  OF  AVS,  Bonnie  Bailey,  President, 
2157  N  Benton  Ave,  Springfield,  65803-3035 
ST  LOUIS  AV  JUDGES  COUNCIL,  Gary  Dunlap,  President,  4 1 89 
Jarvis  Rd,  Hillsboro,  63050-2708 
THE  UNPREDICTABLE’S  AVS,  Marian  Schaaf,  President, 
23104  E  Adams  Rd,  Independence,  64058-2400 
WEST  COUNTY  AVC,  Doris  Natale,  President,  2325  E  Royal  Ct, 
Saint  Louis,  63131-1941 


MONTANA 

BILLINGS  BLOOMERS  AVS,  Betty  Teigen,  President,  2033 
Avenue  D,  Billings,  59102-2745 

NEBRASKA 

LINCOLN  AVS,  Shannon  Ahlman,  President,  310  N  Walnut  St, 
Grand  Islaird,  68801-5960 

OMAHA  AFRICAN  VIOLET  SOCIETY,  Karen  Murphy, 
President,  5605  N  69th  St,  Omaha,  68104-1510 

NEW  JERSEY 

AV  CLUB  OF  BURLINGTON  COUNTY,  Sandra  Skalski, 
President,  516  Macintosh  Dr,  Mullica  Hill,  08062-9474 
AVC  OF  MORRIS  COUNTY,  Roy  Goebel.  President,  39  Radtke 
Rd,  Randolph,  07869-3812 

BERGEN  COUNTY  AVS,  Joseph  De  Simion,  President,  749  Park 
Ave,  Oradell,  07649-2009 

CENTRAL  JERSEY  AVS,  Anita  Bear,  President,  9  Iris  Ct., 
Holmdel  07733-2904 

GARDEN  STATE  AVC,  Bill  Lueschen,  President,  30  Farm  Rd 
Apt  3,  Somerville,  08876-4462 

SEAVIEW  AVS,  Lew  Whitaker,  President,  30  Grand  Teton  Ave, 
Howell,  07731-9000 

UNION  COUNTY  CHAPTER  AVS,  Janet  Riemer,  President,  256 
Pennington  Harbourton  Rd,  Pennington, 

NEW  MEXICO 

ALBUQUERQUE  AVC,  Margaret  Schmierer,  President,  5010 
Crownpoint  Ct  NW,  Albuquerque, 

NEW  YORK 

AVS  OF  GREATER  NEW  YORK,  Elsa  Rockelein,  President, 
7825  84th  St,  Flushing,  11385-7610 
AVS  OF  ROCHESTER,  Barbara  Gogoll,  President,  804  Burritt  Rd, 
Hilton,  14468-9725 

AVS  OF  WESTERN  NEW  YORK,  Judy  Niemira,  President,  12 
Dappled  Dr,  East  Amherst,  14051-1420 
CAPITAL  DISTRICT  AVS,  Andrea  Freeman,  President,  434 
Bullock  Rd,  Slingerlands,  12159-3411 
HERITAGE  AVS  OF  LONG  ISLAND,  Joseph  J.  Svitak,  Sr., 
President,  8551  169th  St,  Jamaica,  11432-2629 
HUDSON  HIGHLAND  AVS,  Carol  Ann  Burrell,  President,  135 
Sunrise  Hill  Rd,  Fishkill,  12524-2446 
LONG  ISLAND  AVS,  Diane  Lohan,  President,  499  Keith  Ln, 
West  Islip,  1 1 795-3433 

MARK  TWAIN  AVS,  Susan  Nickerson,  President,  614  Reynolds 
St,  Elmira,  14904-2219 

NEW  YORK  CITY  AVS,  Gregoiy  Philips,  President,  128  W  58th 
St,  C/0  Horticultural  Society  of  NY,  New  York,  10019-2103 
SWEET  WATER  AVS,  Carolyn  Klein,  President,  10239  85th  Rd, 
Richmond  Hill,  11418-1107 

THE  AVS  OF  STATEN  ISLAND,  Margaret  Schellar,  President, 
58  Walcott  Ave,  Staten  Island,  10312-3106 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

FIRST  GOLDSBORO  AVS,  Lorena  Bunn,  President,  RR  5  Box 
613B,  Snow  Hill,  28580-9446 

GREEN  THUMB  AVS,  Gene  Tritt,  President.  1409  Hurley  St, 
Roanoke  Rapids,  27870-2331 

MID- ATLANTIC  AVS,  Linda  Abplanalp,  President,  3134  Truitt 
Dr,  Burlington,  27215-4660 

PIEDMONT-TRIAD  AVS,  Mary  Cundiff,  President,  5401  Forest 
Oaks  Dr,  Greensboro,  27406-8317 
TRIANGLE  AVS,  Libbie  Glembocki,  President,  103  Downing  Pi, 
Apex,  27502-9342 
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NORTH  DAKOTA 

THE  BLOOMIN’  VIOLETS,  Jo  Kirby,  President,  925  N  13th  St, 
Bismarck,  58501-4219 

OHIO 

AVS  OF  DAYTON,  Susan  Allison,  President,  136  Zengel  Dr, 
Centerville,  45459-4412 

PARMATOWN  AVC,  Martha  Bell,  President,  5974  Boston  Rd, 
Valley  City,  44280-9339 

SPRINGFIELD  AVC,  Betty  L.  Bartley,  President,  3920  Monterey 
Ave,  Springfield,  45504-3513 

SUNSET  AVS,  Susan  Miller,  President,  14240  Mohler  Rd, 
Liberty  Center,  43532-9405 

TOWN  &  COUNTRY  AVS,  Gertrude  Morabito,  President,  7057 
Brightwood  Dr,  Painesville,  44077-2117 
TRI-CITY  AVS,  James  Casteele,  President,  753  Windsor  Rd,  Troy, 
45373-1133 

VIOLETS  &  FRIENDS  AV  CLUB,  Terena  Stotler,  President, 
1027  State  Route  589,  Sidney,  45365-8783 

OKLAHOMA 

AVS  OF  GREATER  TULSA,  Pat  Sutton,  President,  1 707  S  77th 
East  Ave,  Tulsa,  74 1 12-7817 

GREEN  COUNTRY  AV  STUDY  CLUB,  Mary  E.  Hill,  President, 
1 1 15  S  129th  East  Ave,  Tulsa,  74108-3901 
LAWTON  AVS,  Patsy  Worthen,  President,  7  NW  27th  St, 
Lawton,  73505-6209 

OREGON 

PORTLAND  AVS,  Christy  Duvendack,  President,  1 7389  Banyon 
Ln,  Lake  Oswego,  97034-6901 

PENNSYLVANIA 

AVS  OF  LOWER  BUCKS  COUNTY,  Joan  Reed,  President,  1 19 
August  Ln,  Lansdale,  19446-6715 
AVS  OF  PHILADELPHIA,  Elizabeth  Gottshall,  President,  108 
Godshall  Rd,  Collegeville,  19426-3522 
AVS  OF  SPRINGFIELD,  Joan  Santino,  President,  2621  9th  Ave, 
Boothw^n,  19061-3402 

THE  PITTSBURGH  VIOLET  &  GESNERIAD  SOCIETY, 

Georgene  Albrecht,  President,  101  Oak  Heights  Dr,  Oakdale, 
15071-1135 

SOUTH  CAROLINA 

FIRST  AVS  OF  SPARTANBURG,  Margaret  Harrelson, 
President,  1 10  Cotswold  Ave,  Moore,  29369-9624 
FLOWERTOWN  VIOLET  CLUB,  Uldene  Short,  President,  100 
Dorsetshire  Downs,  Summerv'ille,  29485-8608 
PALMETTO  AVS,  Trudi  W.  Christensen,  President,  200  Lands 
End  Blvd  Apt  1015,  Myrtle  Beach,  29572-7055 

SOUTH  DAKOTA 

SOUTH  DAKOTA  AVC,  Miriam  Greene,  President,  2008  S 
Blauvelt  Ave,  Sioux  Falls,  57105-3223 

TENNESSEE 

AVS  OF  EAST  TENNESSEE,  Glenys  Nappo,  President,  1 1 7  W 
Biyn  Mawr  Cir,  Oak  Ridge,  37830-8208 
BLUFF  CITY  AVC,  Kathy  Hildebrand,  President,  6470 
Birkenhead  Rd,  Memphis,  38134-5950 
MEMPHIS  AVS,  Ann  Shirley,  President,  7150  Cedar  Rd,  Bartlett, 
38135-1904 

NASHVILLE  AVS,  Peggy  Adamson,  President,  4640  Whites 
Creek  Pike,  Whites  Creek 


TEXAS 

ALPHA  AVS  OF  DALLAS,  Mary  Lou  Saunders,  President,  2214 
Saharah  Dr,  Garland,  75044-7165 
AVS  OF  BEAUMONT,  Alice  Wilder,  President,  8895  Jean  Dr, 
Beaumont,  77707-4604 

CEN-TEX  RAINBOW  AVC,  Nancy  Sneed,  President,  906 
Deorsam  Dr,  Copperas  Cove,  76522-3606 
CENTRAL  TEXAS  JUDGES  COUNCIL,  Joyce  Kimbro,  President, 
4107  Wyldwood  Rd,  Austin,  78739-3010 
CORPUS  CHRISTI  AVS,  Sarah  Stensland,  President,  468 
Glenmore  St,  Corpus  Christi,  78412-2727 
FIRST  AUSTIN  AVS,  Jeannette  Pursley,  President,  10606  Man 
0  War  Ave,  Austin,  78719-9606 
FIRST  AVS  OF  Dallas,  Ron  Davidson,  President,  941  Em  2377, 
Red  Oak,  75154-7401 

FIRST  AVS  OF  DENTON,  Eunice  Curry,  President,  617  Mimosa 
Dr,  Denton,  76201-0858 

FIRST  AVS  OF  SAN  ANTONIO,  Jeanne  Strattner,  President, 
8439  Romney,  San  Antonio,  78250-2467 
FIRST  AVS  OF  WICHITA  FALLS,  Sue  Ramser,  President,  2413 
Martin  St,  Wichita  Falls,  76308-1908 
FIRST  NIGHTER  AVS  OF  DALLAS,  Hortense  Pittman, 
President,  7416  Comity  Road  129,  Celina,  75009-4704 
LONE  STAR  AV  COUNCIL,  Richard  Nicholas,  President,  3113 
Deerfield  Dr,  Denton,  76208-3428 
MAGIC  KNIGHT  AVS,  Hector  Becerra,  Jr.,  President,  212 
BriarclifF  Dr,  San  Antonio,  78213-1935 
MOONLIGHT  AVS,  Diane  Clark,  President,  309  Lakeway  Dr, 
Benbrook,  76126-3104 

NASA  AREA  AVS,  Suzanne  Oberholtzer,  President,  1915  Fir 
Tree  Dr,  League  City,  77573-4960 
NORTH  TEXAS  AV  JUDGES  COUNCIL,  Bill  Foster,  President, 
3610  Gray  Dr,  Mesquite,  75150-2121 
OFFICE  VIOLETS  AND  LUNCH,  John  Nabors,  President,  714  El 
Toro  Ln,  Houston,  77062-5008 

PARK  PLACE  AV  CLUB,  Janette  Regner,  President,  7923 
GlenleaSt,  Houston,  77061-2317 
SPRING  BRANCH  AVC,  Lenora  Munk,  President,  2015  Bauer 
Dr,  Houston,  77080-5524 

VALLEY  AVS,  Edith  Baca,  President,  901  McKee  Dr,  Edinburg, 
78539-6028 

VICTORIA  AVS,  Joanne  Schrimsher,  President,  2205  College  Dr, 
Victoria,  77901-4474 

WEST  TEXAS  AVS,  Marge  Savage,  President,  2804  Stutz  Dr, 
Midland,  79705-4928 

VIRGINIA 

BLACKSBURG  AVS,  K  C.  Arceneaux,  President,  707  Ascot  Ln, 
Blacksburg,  24060-4032 

DANVILLE  AVS,  John  Sullivan,  President,  781  Inman  Rd, 
Danville,  24541-8047 

LYNNHAVEN  AVS,  Sandi  Flora,  President,  8019  Baywood  Dr, 
Norfolk,  23518-3145 

OLD  DOMINION  AVS  OF  NORTHERN  VA,  John  Wilson, 
President,  10007  Bent  Tree  Ln,  Manassas,  201 11-4222 
RICHMOND  AVS,  Sharon  Long,  President,  1546  Heritage  Hill 
Dr,  Richmond,  23233-4332 

THE  TIDEWATER  AVS,  Lynda  Fairchild,  President,  1779 
Lafayette  Dr,  Hampton,  23664-1742 

WASHINGTON 

LONGVIEW  AVC,  Virginia  Bailey,  President,  103  John  St,  Kelso, 
98626-1861 
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SAINTPAULIA  SOCIETY  OF  TACOMA,  Austin  Grevious, 
President,  602  W  Blaine  St,  Seattle,  98119-2928 

SEATTLE  AVS  INC,  Merri  Naka,  President,  7317  E  Heather 
Way,  Everett,  98203-5442 

WISCONSIN 

CROSSTOWN  AVC,  Alice  Peterson,  President,  3611  Mathias 
Way,  Verona,  53593-9588 

FIRST  AVS  OF  JANESVILLE,  Fay  Skews,  President,  10933 
Cave  of  The  Mounds  Rd,  Blue  Mounds, 

LATE  BLOOMERS  AVS,  Janice  Judd,  President,  W6090  County 
P,  Monroe,  53566-9662 

MILWAUKEE  AVS,  Joan  Wilson,  President,  W534  Zion  Church 
Rd,  Theresa  5309-9732 


OSHKOSH  VIOLET  SOCIETY,  Cathy  Heider,  President,  4132 
Spring  Rd,  Omro,  54963-9767 

SUNDOWNERS  AVC,  Nancy  Braun,  President,  2277  Gold  Dr, 
Madison,  53711-5622 

WISCONSIN  COUNCIL  OF  AV  CLUBS,  Arlene  Garvens, 
President,  30630  Outboard  Rd,  Elroy,  53929-8834 

WYOMING 

CASPER  BLOOMERS,  Jan  Yarbrough,  President,  1633 
Westridge  Pi,  Casper,  82604-3339 
THE  SHERIDAN  AVC,  Debra  Hanson,  President,  1615  Holmes 
Ave,  Sheridan,  82801-2210 
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2000  AVSA  Commercial  Members 


(Editors  Note:  This  is  the  Commercial  List  as  reported  by  the 
AVSA  office  as  of  July  1,  2000.  Please  contact  the  office 
regarding  any  questions  or  corrections.) 


CANADA 

ALBERTA 

BLOOMIN  BASEMENT,  Ingrid  Nelson,  244  Douglas  Woods 
Point  SE,  Calgaiy  T22  2A7 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

VIOLETS  IN  VOGUE,  Christine  Estiidge,  9249  Mainwaring  Rd, 
Sidney,  V8L  1J9 

ONTARIO 

ACA’S  VIOLET-TREE,  John  Brownlie,  600  Silvercreek  Blvd  80, 
Mississauga,  L5A  2B4 

BEES  AND  BUDS,  Brian  J.  Downie,  Rr#l ,  Cherry  Valley,  KOK  IPO 
DUSTY’S  HYBRID  AFRICAN  VIOLETS,  Box  56538, 
Woodbridge  L4L  8V3 

VIOLET  BOUTIQUE,  Patricia  Orme,  40  Pellan  Cres,  Kanata,  K2K 
1J5 

UNITED  STATES 

ALABAMA 

COUNTRY  VIOLETS,  Roy  Henderson,  2010  Enon  Rd, 
Webb,  36376-5834 

ALASKA 

BEVERLY’S  VIOLETS,  Beverly  Hendricks,  63 1 1  Debarr  Rd  Ste 
0,  Anchorage,  99504-1777 

ARIZONA 

HATTIE  BAGGETT,  HC  2  Box  381,  Tucson,  85735-9714 
BARBARA  FULLER,  409  S  Kenyon  Dr,  Tucson,  85710-1043 
DESERT  VIOLETS,  Susan  Merski,  251 1  N  Desert  Ave,  Tucson, 
85712-2403 

DOTTIE’S  AFRICAN  VIOLETS,  John  &  Dorothy  Greer,  7462  E 
Desert  Aire  Dr,  Tucson,  85730-3800 
DR  B’S  DIGS,  Barbara  Vanderleest,  PO  Box  733,  Carefree, 
85377-0733 

KACHINA  AV  AND  SUPPLIES,  Mark  R  Lort,  1 58 1 8  N  52nd  St, 
Scottsdale,  85254-1707 

ARKANSAS 

SONJA’S  VIOLETS,  Sonja  Holm,  15980  Warden  Rd,  Omaha, 
72662-9107 

CALIFORNIA 

LESLIE  JONES,  PO  Box  839,  Yreka,  96097-0839 
DAPHNE  W  KELLY,  5286  E  Appian  Way,  Long  Beach 
90803-1914 

GINI  MCCANNE,  1420  Oxford  Ave,  Claremont,  91711-3461 
ARNOLD  W  MUELLER,  1522  Sunset  Dr,  Vista,  92083-6533 
MELVIN  J  ROBEY,  53400  Eisenhower  Dr,  La  Quinta, 
92253-3466 

AV  ENTERPRISES  PRESS,  Pauline  Bartholomew,  1404  N 
Tustin  Ave  Apt  J4,  Santa  Ana,  92705-8632 
DONNIE’S  AFRICAN  VIOLETS,  Donnie  Barnes,  2563  Richert 
Ave,  Clovis,  93611-6034 

HERBAL  GARDEN’S,  George  Walsh,  PO  Box  38,  Montara,  94037 
HOOVER’S  HYBRIDS,  Darryl  Hoover,  1507  W  Fern  Dr, 
Fullerton,  92833-2332 

LAINEY  CERAMICS,  Elaine  A.  Polick,  28506  Borgona,  Mission 
Viejo,  92692-1641 


MARIL  PRODUCTS,  INC,  Anne  Whitehair,  320  W  6th  St, 
Tustin,  92780-4332 

MARTEAL  LTD  DYNA-GRO,  1065  Broadway,  San  Pablo 
94806-2260 

MBK  CERAMICS,  Mary  Kirth,  712  Clayton  Ct,  Vacaville, 
95687-5914 

MIGHTY  MINIS,  Jean  Stokes,  7318  Sahara  Ct,  Sacramento, 
95828-3905 

OYAMA  PLANTERS  INC,  George  C  Oyama,  1661  Pine  St  Apt 
732,  San  Francisco  Towers,  San  Francisco, 

PHLOGISTICS,  Florence  Naylor,  PO  Box  1411,  Ventura, 
93002-1411 

THE  VELVET  LEAF,  Lynn  Lombard,  790  Ridgecrest  Dr, 
Colfax,  95713-9218 

COLORADO 

THE  GREEN  THUMB,  Liz  1.  Cassidy,  11884  Claude  Ct, 
Northglenn,  80233-1310 

THE  VIOLET  SHOWCASE,  Douglas  Crispin,  3147  S  Broadway, 
Englewood,  80110-2423 

VIOLETS  OF  THE  WEST,  Jean  Marie  Miller,  6661  Upham  Dr, 
An^ada,  80003-3943 

CONNECTICUT 

MyyiGARET  FARGEOT,  235  Alps  Rd,  Branford,  06405-4745 

VERILUX,  INC.,  PO  Box  2937,  Stamford,  06906-0937 

FLORIDA 

DUVAL’S  VIOLETS  AND  CRAFTS,  Ann  L  &  Armand  Duval, 
8401  Briese  Ln,  Pensacola,  32514-3812 

VIOLETS  FROM  THE  STARRS,  Estelle  Starr,  2602  Graupera  St, 
Pensacola,  32507-1637 

GEORGIA 

P  J’S  VIOLETS,  Joan  Cumpton,  219  Sunset  Dr,  Warner  Robins, 
31088-4170 

TRAVIS’  VIOLETS,  Travis  Davis,  PO  Box  42,  Ochlocknee, 
31773-0042 

VIOLETS  GALORE  OF  GEORGIA,  Jim  &  Jean  Wright,  8669 
Lake  Dr,  Lithonia,  30058-6533 

ILLINOIS 

PRAIRIE  VIOLETS,  Linda  Stickney,  PO  Box  137,  Maroa, 
61756-0137 

INDIANA 

OUT  OF  AFRICA,  Gary  S  Mikita,  2842  Brown  St,  Portage, 
46368-3918 

LOUISIANA 

BAYOU  VIOLETS,  Genelle  Armstrong,  1313  Gardenia  Dr, 
Metairie,  70005-1152 

MARYLAND 

THE  BEHNKE  NURSERIES,  11300  Baltimore  Ave,  PO  Box 
290,  Beltsville,  20705-1923 

VIOLET  RAINBOW,  Alice  Bair,  1515  Bachmans  Valley  Rd, 
Westminster,  21158-3201 

MASSACHUSETTS 

CAPE  COD  VIOLETRY,  John  Cook,  28  Minot  St,  Falmouth, 
02540-2840 

MICHIGAN 

ELIZABETH  L.  BUCK,  PO  Box  186,  Clifford,  48727-0186 

AFRICAN  VIOLETS  BY  DON,  Don  Geiss,  4957  W  Poverty  Perch 
Rd,  Frederic,  49733-9503 
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BAY  VALLEY  VIOLETS,  Jamie  Christensen,  5305  Nakoma  Dr, 
Midland,  48640-2833 

INDOOR  GARDENING,  Tina  Dickhart,  PO  Box  527,  Dexter, 
48130-0527 

MINNESOTA 

MIDLAND  VIOLETS,  Donald  Ness,  3667  Midland  Ave,  White 
Bear  Lake,  55110-7307 

SOURCE  TECH  BIO  INC,  7449  Cahill  Rd  #150,  Edina 
55439-2731 

MISSISSIPPI 

H  &  H  ENTERPRISES,  Mary  V  Herrington,  34  Oleta  Dr, 
EllisviUe,  39437-9837 

THE  FLOWER  CENTER,  Bobbie  H  Beard,  3150  S  Frontage  Rd, 
Vicksburg,  39180-5253 

MISSOURI 

ART  TRANUE,  8704  E  92nd  Pi,  Kansas  City  64138-4658 

BUTTRAM’S  AFRICAN  VIOLETS,  ]  David  Buttram,  PO  Box 
193,  Independence,  64051-0193 

DAVE’S  VIOLETS,  David  Harris,  1372  S  Kentw^ood  Ave, 
Springheld,  65804-0220 

DUNLAP  ENTERPRISES,  Gary  N  Dunlap,  4189  Jarvis  Rd, 
Hillsboro,  63050-2708 

SCHULTZ  COMPANY,  13260  Corporate  Exchange  Dr, 
Bridgeton,  63044-3720 

NEBRASKA 

KENT’S  FLOWERS,  Kent  Stork,  2501  E  23rd  Ave  S,  Fremont, 
68025-2478 

THE  VIOLET  SHOWROOM,  Shannon  Ahlman,  310  N  Walnut 
St,  Grand  Island,  68801-5960 

NEW  YORK 

EDWARD  JANOSICK,  RR  1  Box  122,  West  Settlement, 
Roxbuiy',  12474-9746 

BARBARA  WHITING  ELLISON,  33  Sharj^d  Dr,  Central  Square, 
13036-3470 

CHAMPIONS  AFRICAN  VIOLETS,  Ethel  W.  Champion,  8848 
Van  Hoesen  Rd,  Clay,  13041-9604 

LYNDON  LYON  GREENHOUSES  INC,  Paul  Sorano,  PO  Box 
249,  DolgeviUe,  13329-0249 

ROB’S  MINI-O-LETS,  Ralph  Robinson,  PO  Box  9,  Naples, 
14512-0009 

SCOTT’S  MIRACLE-GRO  PRODUCTS  INC,  ATTN: 
MARKETING  DEPT.,  800  Port  Washington  Blvd,  Port 
Washington,  11050-3720 

SMITH’S  COUNTRY  COTTAGE  AV’S,  G  T  Smith,  109  Ogden 
Parma  Townline  Rd,  Spencerport,  14559-1623 

VIOLET  VENTURE,  Fayanne  B  Wagman,  52  Harper  Dr, 
Pittsford,  14534-3104 

VIOLETS  BY  APPOINTMENT,  Bill  Paauwe,  45  3rd  St,  West 
Say\411e,  11796-1109 

VIOLETS  FUN  PHOTO,  Olive  Ma  Robinson,  PO  Box  9,  Naples, 
14512-0009 

RICHARD  M  WASMUND,  1609  Michigan  Ave,  Niagara  Falls, 
14305-2907 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

AFRICAN  VIOLETS  BY  FREDERICKS,  INC,  Alyce  Droege,  PO 
Box  1416,  Franklin,  28744-1416 

BLUEBIRD  GREENHOUSE,  Elizabeth  Glembocki,  4821  Jessie 
Dr,  Apex,  27502-8858 

CAROUSEL  OF  VIOLETS,  Bonnie  N  Cheek,  1403  S  Stratford 
Rd  #  C,  Winston  Salem,  27103-2920 


OHIO 

B  &  E  CERAMICS,  Pam  Staun,  6961  Shawnee  Run  Rd, 
Cincinnati,  45243-2519 

GREEN  CIRCLE  GROWERS,  Susan  M  Stieve,  286  Morgan  St, 
Oberlin,  44074-1516 

ORGANIC  RESEARCH  LABORATORIES,  Richard  D.  Pifer,  PO 
Box  424,  Saint  Marys,  45885-0424 

PAT’S  PATCH,  Pat  Hancock,  PO  Box  8085  West  Chester 
45069-8085 

OKLAHOMA 

A  NEW  LEAF  INC,  Jackie  Deatherage,  2306  S  1st  Pi,  Broken 
Arrow,  74012-7137 

J  F  INDUSTRIES,  Juanita  Freeman,  HC  65  Box  309-1,  Pryor, 
74361-9644 

MCCAWLEY’S  AFRICAN  VIOLETS,  Edna  R.  McCawley,  1721 
S  Fulton  Ave,  Tulsa,  74112-6929 
OREGON 

KERRY’S  VIOLETS,  Karyle  Pasley,  1140  7th  Ave,  Gold  Hill, 
97525-9632 

PENNSYLVANIA 

SUSAN  SHIELDS  REIS,  1181  William  St,  State  College, 
16801-6310 

MELODY  HARTMAN,  7 1 5  Karnes  Hill  Rd,  Columbia,  1 75 1 2-8422 

TINARI  GREENHOUSES,  Anne  Tinari,  2325  Valley  Rd  #  190, 
Huntingdon  Valley,  19006-6007 

VIOLET  GALLERY,  Mahlen  Petry,  1590  Cranberry  Rd,  York 
Springs,  17372-8851 

VIOLETS  AND  MORE  VIOLETS,  Naomi  Martin,  3217  State 
Line  Rd,  Waynesboro,  17268-9551 
TENNESSEE 

HOLTKAMP  GREENHOUSES,  Reinhold  Holtkamp,  PO  Box 
78565,  Nashville,  37207-8565 

TEXAS 

VIRGIL  SANDERS,  1034  Rayburn  Dr,  San  Antonio, 
78221-1446 

ACREE  CREATIONS,  Yvonne  Acree,  3235  Lockmoor  Ln, 
Dallas,  75220-1631 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  SHOP,  Lenora  Munk,  2015  Bauer  Dr, 
Houston,  77080-5524 

BIG  THICKET  VIOLETS,  Mark  Mason,  9037  Bussey  Rd, 
Silsbee,  77656-8348 

HILL  COUNTRY  AFRICAN  VIOLETS,  Ken  Froboese,  32005  Ih 
low,  Boeme,  78006-9240 

JO’S  VIOLETS,  Jo  Anne  Schrimsher,  2205  College  Dr,  Victoria, 
77901-4474 

NORMA’S  ANGEL  ‘N  STUFF,  Norma  Stubblefield,  1225 
Americana  Ln,  Mesquite,  75150-7617 

PLEASANT  HILL  AFRICAN  VIOLETS,  Ruth  Goeke,  4851  Pieper 
Rd,  Brenham  77833-7072 

SHIRLEY’S  HOUSE  OF  VIOLETS,  Shirley  L.  Sanders,  1034 
Rayburn  Dr,  San  Antonio,  78221-1446 

SWIFTS’,  June  Swift,  PO  Box  181521,  Dallas,  75218-8521 

TEAS  NURSERY,  Paul  Downs,  4400  Bellaire  Blvd,  Bellaire, 
77401-4306 

VICTORIA  SIGN  OF  THE  DOVE,  Blanche  Mercaldi,  PO  Box 
823172,  Dallas,  75382-3172 

VOLKIVIANN  BROS,  Walter  Volkmann,  2714  Miner!  St,  Dallas, 
75219-1150 

WASHINGTON 

ALANNAH’S  AFRICAN  VIOLETS,  Alannah  Regan,  PO  Box 
2,  Danville,  99121-0002 
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Buckle 

Cornucopia 

Exhibited  &  Hybridized  by: 

Pat  Hancock 

Standard 


Photo  Credit:  Pat  Hancock 


Sinningia 

cardinalis 

Exhibited  by:  Sandy  Officer 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 
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Dale  Martens 

2728  Masters  Drive 
League  City,  Texas  77573 
email  martens@wLnet 


Chirita  tamiana 


I  went  “home”  to  Iowa  in  April  and  was  fortunate  enough 
to  attend  the  Quad  Cities  AVS  show  and  sale  in  Bettendorf. 
What  a  friendly  group  they  have!  The  pub¬ 
lic  could  readily  see  that 
they  enjoy  being 
with  each  other, 
and  trust  me  that’s 
the  type  of  club 
people  are  attracted 
to.  Their  sales  tables  were 
generously  filled  with  a  variety  of 
violets  and  gesneriads.  The  winning 
gesneriad  was  a  phenomenally  huge 
Streptocarpus  ‘Velma’  grown  to  absolute 
perfection  by  Celia  Schafer  of  Davenport.  There 
was  not  a  single  culture  or  condition  problem 
with  it!  Cel  grows  it  in  a  basement  setting  that 
has  high  humidity  and  is  cool  most  of  the  year. 

I  interviewed  a  delightful  grower 
named  Alma  Lavine  from 
Geneso,  llinois.  She  had  grown 
a  tremendous  variety  of  ges¬ 
neriads  for  the  sales  tables 
and  had  wonderful  photos 
of  them  on  display  so  that  , 
people  knew  what  bios-  I 
soms  to  expect.  She  partic-  1 
ularly  grows  rhizomatous 
gesneriads  very,  very 
well  using  fish  emulsion. 

Her  secret  is  that  she 
pinches  the  centers  so  they  grow  more 
compact.  When  the  plants  go  dormant,  she  doesn’t 
remove  the  rhizomes  until  after  the  second  year’s  blooming 
period.  Alma  grows  many  of  her  gesneriads  outdoors  on  the 


north  side  of  the  garage.  A  redbud  tree  gives  them  dappled 
sunlight.  She  cautions  that  you  must  never  let  rhizomatous 
plants  dry  out. 

There  were  some  exciting  entries  in  the  gesneriad  classes 
at  the  Omaha  convention.  Congratulations  go  to  Barbara 
Pershing  for  her  outstanding  and  very  large  Chirita  sinensis 
‘Hisako’.  The  strong  silver  veining  really  stood  out  particularly 
because  she  had  used  charcoal  as 
the  top  dressing  covering  the 
soil.  Therefore,  there 
were  no  pieces  of 
perlite  to  distract  the 
eye.  Sandy  Officer’s 
Second  Best 

Gesneriad,  Sinningia 
cardinalis  and  Bobbie 
Peter’s  Third  Best  Gesneriad  Sinningia  ‘Orange  Zinger’ 
were  both  extremely  well  grown.  Sandy  won  the 
“Gesneriads:  Most  Best  in  Class”  plaque  I 
donated. 

I’d  like  to  comment  on  some  other 
great  entries.  Elaine  Gordon  entered  a 
fragrant  Chiritopsis  repanda.  That  is  not  a 
common  entry  and  it  was  more  than 
outstanding  due  to  its  large  size, 
excellent  condition,  and 
tremendous  blossom  count! 
Linda  Golubski  entered  Episcia 
xantha  with  yellow  blossoms  hiding 
leaves.  In  addition,  she 
entered  the  yellow  blossomed 
Chirita  ‘Aiko’,  a  new  hybrid  by  Toshijiro  Okuto.  People 
rushed  to  the  sales  tables  to  look  for  that  one.  Gary  Gordon 
entered  a  perfectly  symmetrical  Petrocosmea  duclouxii. 

I  entered  the  variegated  Streptocarpus  ‘Canterbury 
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Surprise’  hybridized  by 
Margaret  Gurr  of 
New  Zealand. 
This  particular 
plant  was 
heavily  varie¬ 
gated  and  had 
I  two  open 
blossoms.  I 
gave  leaves  to 
various  com¬ 
mercial  growers, 
and  you  should 
expect  to  see  plants 
for  sale  at  next  year’s 
convention.  The  plant  I  donated  to  the  auction  was  won  by 
Carrol  Smith  of  Illinois  for  $100!  The  basket  of  Dale  Martens’ 
hybrids  was  won  by  Saki  Okishita  of  Japan  with  a  very 
generous  bid. 

In  the  commercial  section,  Olive  Ma  Robinson  (Rob’s  Mini- 
o-Lets)  won  Best  Other  Gesneriad  with  Kohleria  ‘Dark  Velvet’ 
which  had  9  open  blossoms  and  12  buds  showing  color.  Doris 
Brownlie  (Aca’s  Violet  Tree)  entered  Nematanthus  ‘Dibley’s 
Gold’  which  had  variegated  leaves  and  was  extremely  well 
grown.  Gary  Dunlap  (Pat’s  Pets)  as  usual  entered  something 
quite  different,  a  Drymonia  conchocalyx.  David  Harris  (Dave’s 
Violets)  hybridized  a  pretty,  miniature  Sinningia,  and  the 
blossom  was  sherbet  orange  with  purple  polka-dots. 

I  neglected  to  write  down  the  exhibitor  of  the  new  species 
Chirita  tamiana.  It  was  entered  in  Class  51,  Miniatures  in 
Bloom.  At  first  I  was  surprised  to  see  it  there,  but  it  fit  the  rule 
of  “no  single  plant  more  than  5"  in  diameter”.  Chirita  tamiana 
is  a  species  from  Viet  Nam  that  was  grown  from  seed  by  John 


Boggan  and  distributed  through  the  Smithsonian.  In  fact  the 
Smithsonian  donated  several  chiritas  to  AVSA’s  auction  this 
year  as  did  Gary  Gordon.  Chirita  tamiana,  as  you  can  see  from 
Norah  Otto’s  wonderful  botanical  drawing,  is  a  small  rosette 
that  without  blossoms  looks  like  an  African  violet.  The  blossom 
color  is  white  and  there  are  two  dark  purple  lines  on  the  throat 
that  extend  somewhat  outward. 

Culture  of  this  wonderful  Chirita  is  quite  simple  and  easy. 
Ifeat  it  like  you  would  an  African  violet,  but  place  it  away  from 
the  middle  of  the  light  stand  since  that’s  a  bit  too  much  light  for 
it.  A  three  inch  pot  is  the  maximum  size  for  this  species.  You 
can  get  a  blooming  plant  in  6  months’  from  the  time  the  seed 
is  sown. 

Linda  Golubski  and  I  discovered  that  each  of  us  had 
attempted  to  disbud  the  plant  6  to  7  weeks  before  a  show. 
Wrong!  We  discovered  it  takes  only  4  weeks  for  the  disbudded 
plant  to  come  into  full  bloom!  The  blossoms  only  last  about  2 
weeks  and  it  quickly  goes  to 
seed.  In  addition,  I 
discovered  that  the 
blossom  stems 
aren’t  able  to 
support  the 
heavy 
blossoms 
during 
transit 
unless  the 
stems  are 
supported.  This 
is  certainly  a 
worthwhile  new 
Chirita  to  grow! 


REFORESTATION 

by  Barbara  Elkin  •  Auburn,  CA 

I  have  read  with  interest  the  trips  made  to  foreign  lands  and  into  dark  jungles  on  a  quest  for  unknown  gesneri- 
ads.  How  1  have  wanted  to  do  this.  Just  think,  to  be  the  first  to  discover  a  new  species!  I  made  a  discovery  that  took 
me  by  surprise.  On  a  cruise  with  my  husband  two  winters  ago  I  found  gesneriads  growing  in  the  wild!  Yes,  in  the 
wild.  Let  me  start  at  the  beginning. 

In  January  of  1999  my  husband  and  I  took  a  cruise  down  the  Eastern  Coast  of  Mexico  and  on  to  Honduras.  We 
landed  at  many  ports  before  reaching  the  Island  of  Roatan.  This  is  a  rather  small  island  off  the  coast  of  Honduras. 
On  our  tour  we  had  a  chance  to  visit  a  small  plantation  and  low  and  behold  what  did  I  find?  Gesneriads!!!  Hanging 
from  trees,  on  the  patio  and  in  the  house.  Most  did  not  have  names  on  them,  but,  I  am  happy  to  say,  I  could  provide 
them  for  Debbie  the  owner. 

Now  this  is  where  the  reforestation  comes  in.  My  husband  and  I  so  enjoyed  this  cruise  that  we  did  it  again  in 
January  of  2000.  I  was  able  to  carry  gesneriads  on  board  to  the  lovely  Island  of  Roatan.  I  put  Achimenes, 
Nematanthus,  Columnea  and  Sinningia  back  into  the  jungle,  along  with  some  information  of  culture.  Debbie  and  I 
have  been  in  touch  by  email  since  then  and  will  continue  to  do  so  in  the  future.  If  we  ever  take  that  cruise  again  you 
can  bet  I  will  reintroduce  more  gesneriads  back  into  the  wild. 
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Aca*s  Tornado 

Exhibited  by:  Tony  Hulleman 
Hybridized  by:  J.  Brownlie 
Standard 


Aca’s  Georgene 

Exhibited  by:  Tony  Hulleman 

Hybridized  by:  J.  Brownlie 
Semiminiature 
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Photo  Credit:  Paul  Sorano 


Taffeta  Blue 

2000  Release 
Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses 

Standard 


Raspberry  Chiffon 

2000  Release 
Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses 

Standard 
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Wby  Show  YotBf*  PlonH?? 

by  9ue  -Haffner 


Compete-compete-compete!!!  Win-win-win!!!  Is  this  the 
only  reason  to  enter  your  plants  in  shows?  Can  there  be 
another  way  to  think  about  shows  and  your  participation  in 
them? 

We  all  have  plants  in  our  collections  that  are  not  really 
special;  are  not  exotic  or  rare.  (They  may  not  even  be  very 
beautiful!).  We  have  them  because  we  LIKE  them  and  think 
they  are  hinny  or  cute!  We  grow  them  as  a  hobby,  not  as  a 
job.  We  enjoy  puttering  around,  repotting  here,  grooming 
there.  We  wouldn’t  do  it  if  it  wasn’t  enjoyable  and  fun.  At 
least,  we  shouldn’t  do  it  if  it  has  become  an  unpleasant  bur¬ 
den.  Shows  are  not  just  for  competition  -  they  are  for  educat¬ 
ing  others  about  African  violets  and  gesneriads,  the  different 
varieties  and  how  they  can  be  grown  to  their  fullest  potential. 

So  why  not  enter  shows  with  the  above  in  mind?  Don’t 
make  competing  to  win  the  only  reason  for  entering  a  show. 
Do  it  because  it  can  be  enjoyable  and  hin.  For  instance,  pick 
out  your  best  looking  plant,  one  you  consider  to  be  an  exam¬ 
ple  of  your  ability  to  grow  violets.  Or,  pick  out  several,  but 
keep  the  number  manageable.  Prepare  them  for  show  by 
grooming  and  cleaning.  Now,  enter  the  show  with  the  inten¬ 


tion  of  SHARING  your  plant  with  others.  They  may  admire  or 
they  may  laugh.  Others  may  be  inspired  to  enter  their  own 
plants  next  time.  Who  knows? 

Well,  the  judges  will  judge:  ribbons  will  be  awarded.  You 
can  relax;  you  had  fun  and  shared  your  hobby  with  others. 
And  if  you  did  manage  to  win  a  ribbon,  it’s  a  pleasant  sur¬ 
prise.  You  entered  the  show  for  your  own  enjoyment  and  for 
the  fun  of  it! 

Finally,  here’s  a  quote  from  well-known  cactus  exhibitor, 
Woody  Minich.  His  remarks  were  directed  to  cactus  and  suc¬ 
culent  shows,  but  they  pertain  to  any  section  of  the  plant 
hobby:  “If  you  show  plants.  I’ll  just  about  guarantee  you’ll 
become  a  better  grower.  This  is  because  not  only  is  the  public 
educated  by  comparing  plants,  but  so  is  the  exhibitor. 
Education  is  one  of  the  most  important  goals  of  any  show, 
along  with  displaying  the  hobby  to  others  and  promoting  hor¬ 
ticultural  expertise.  The  purpose  of  competition  is  to  promote 
pride  and  good  growing,  not  to  win  or  lose.  You’ll  be  more 
keenly  aware  of  excellence.” 

From  the  California  Council  “News” 


WINNER  OF  THE  “AFRICAN  VIOLET  QUILT” 

PATSY  HARMS,  EVANSTON,  IL 


Needless  to  say,  the  “Violet  Quilt”  was  the  star  of  the 
Omaha  Convention,  until  the  show  opened,  of  course.  There 
were  ooh’s  and  aah’s  everywhere  and  members  looking  to 
see  where  their  block  was  placed  on  the  quilt.  It  helped  to 
raise  almost  one  thousand  dollars  for  the  AVSA  Building 
Maintenance  Fund.  THANK  YOU,  THANK  YOU,  THANK 
YOU,  to  each  member  who  sent  a  quilt  block  and  helped 
make  the  project  such  a  success. 

This  was  such  a  hit,  I  was  asked  to  make  another  one  for 
next  year.  I  will  be  happy  to  do  another  one,  but  your  coop¬ 
eration  is  needed.  As  it  takes  some  time  to  make  a  quilt, 
please  send  your  blocks  as  soon  as  possible. 

Requirements  are:  each  affiliate  or  individual  interested, 
send  me  a  12  1/2"  quilt  block.  This  will  make  a  12"  finished 
block.  Choose  your  own  pattern,  be  it  applique,  cross-stitch, 
patchwork,  counted  cross-stitch,  etc.  Use  unbleached  muslin 
or  similar  color  for  the  background,  and  the  block  must  be 
AFRICAN  VIOLET  RELATED. 

Send  to:  Helen  Blanton,  622  Riverside  Dr.,  St.  Charles, 

MO. 
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by  Sue  Gardner  •  Australia 


why  Disbud? 

Many  new  growers  cannot  contemplate  taking  all  the 
flowers  from  their  favorite  plant.  But  if  you  want  great  show 
plants  with  a  large  head  of  flowers  disbudding  is  necessary  for 
the  following  reasons! 

1 .  A  show  plant  needs  to  grow  evenly.  If  it  is  flowering,  the 
leaves  can  be  distorted  in  shape  or  grow  unevenly  around 
the  flower  stalks. 

2.  The  disbudded  plant  grows  larger  in  a  short  time.  It  can¬ 
not  do  this  if  it  is  putting  its  energy  into  flowering.  When 
a  plant  blooms,  most  of  its  energy  goes  into  the  flowers  so 
that  the  center  leaves  will  be  appreciably  smaller.  This 
means  the  plant  will  have  a  row  of  small  leaves  which 
looks  bad  and  loses  points. 

3.  Disbudding  produces  a  larger  head  of  flowers  when 
disbudding  ceases. 

4.  Disbudding  allows  the  owner  to  control  the  time  of 
flowering.  With  a  little  care,  the  plant  will  be  in  full  bloom 
at  show  time. 

There  are  two  types  of  disbudding  -  complete  or  partial. 
Complete  Disbudding 

Complete  disbudding  means  all  the  flower  stalks  are 
removed  from  the  plant  for  a  set  period  of  time.  Stop  disbud¬ 
ding  at  a  set  number  of  weeks  before  a  show.  You  may  disbud 
for  six  months  before  the  big  day.  Always  allow  a  small  plant 
to  flower  at  least  once  to  be  sure  it  is  flowering  true  to  type. 

Partial  Disbudding 

This  is  for  those  who  cannot  bear  to  be  without  flowers  for 
any  length  of  time.  Every  second  or  third  forming  bud  or 
flower  stalk  is  removed  allowing  only  a  few  flower  stalks  to 
develop  and  produce  flowers.  In  this  way  you  may  enjoy 
some  flowers  while  causing  minimum  distortion  to  the  leaf 
pattern.  If  you  are  serious  about  growing  plants  for  the  show, 
however,  you  should  really  disbud  completely. 

How  to  Disbud 

As  vigorous  flower  stalks  are  produced  only  in  the  top 


three  rows  of  leaves  it  is  best  to  remove  flower  stalks 
completely  until  five  to  six  months  before  a  show.  You  need  to 
check  your  plants  every  ten  days  or  so.  As  some  varieties 
produce  two  bloom  stalks  in  each  leaf  axil,  it  is  better  to  cut 
the  bloom  stalk  leaving  a  stub  of  about  1/4".  This  means  you 
do  not  damage  the  second  flower  stalk  and  prevent  it  from 
developing.  When  you  disbud  in  this  way,  it  is  often  a  good 
idea  to  re-pot  more  often,  about  every  three  to  four  months. 

The  time  to  stop  disbudding  must  be  calculated.  On  aver¬ 
age,  you  stop  disbudding  variegated  varieties  at  about  9 
weeks  before  a  show.  Doubles  are  disbudded  until  8  weeks 
prior,  semi-doubles  seven  weeks  and  singles  6  weeks.  If  you 
know  a  particular  plant  takes  a  certain  time  to  flower  fully, 
you  use  that  time  as  your  guide.  Mark  these  dates  on  your 
calendar  and  remove  all  bloom  stalks  which  are  longer  than 
1/4".  Remember  to  remove  all  the  stubs  left  in  the  leaf  axils 
about  two  weeks  before  the  show. 

Miniature  violets  do  not  need  to  be  disbudded  in  the  same 
way  that  standards  are.  If  the  plant  has  few  flowers  it  is  a 
good  idea  to  disbud,  but,  if  it  flowers  profusely,  do  not  bother. 

Another  Idea  -  Disbloomieg 

Sometimes  we  disbud  our  plants,  but  on  show  day  some 
flowers  are  faded  or  dead  and  we  may  damage  fresh  blooms 
in  our  efforts  to  remove  them.  If  we  practice  disblooming  we 
can  avoid  this.  Also,  disblooming  helps  the  blossoms  on  our 
plant  to  be  all  the  same  size. 

Disblooming  means  removing  the  blossoms  that  have 
opened  too  early  for  the  show.  It  is  best  to  ascertain  how  long 
a  blossom  lasts  on  each  plant,  but  if  you  cannot  do  this,  follow 
this  rule  of  thumb: 

Remove  all  blooms  which  are  fully  open  14  days  before 
the  show.  Do  this  by  cutting  the  pedicel  (small  stalk  support¬ 
ing  each  individual  flower) .  You  will  usually  find  only  the  first 
flower  to  open  is  removed  and  this  allows  the  other  flowers  to 
develop  to  the  same  size.  Often  the  first  flower  of  a  cluster 
uses  all  the  plant  energy  causing  the  later  blooms  to  be 
smaller,  penalizing  the  plant  in  a  show.  Try  some  or  all  of 
these  ideas  and  grow  a  beautiful  show  plant. 

From  “Violets  Agrowing”,  publication  of  the  Cape  AVS 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 

Taming  The  River  Wild 

Best  Design  /Best  Container  Garden 
2000  AVSA  National  Show 

Exhibited  by:  Dolores  Gibbs 
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SINNINGIAS 

by  Dale  Martens  •  League  City,  TX 


You’d  be  surprised  how  easy  it  is  to  grow  the  showy 
Sinningia  next  to  its  cousin,  the  African  violet.  You  can  use 
the  same  potting  method,  soil,  light,  and  fertilizer  that  you 
use  on  your  violets,  with  one  exception:  wick  watering  is 
NOT  recommended.  A  terrarium  environment  is  not 
necessary.  At  the  base  of  the  stem,  under  the  soil,  you  will 
usually  find  a  tuber.  If  the  plant  dries  out,  it  will  go  into 
dormancy. 

When  you  get  your  first  Sinningia,  treat  it  just  like  a 
violet.  When  the  bottom  leaves  begin  to  turn  yellow  or 
mushy,  its  time  to  look  for  young  shoots  coming  from  the 
tuber  next  to  the  old  stem.  Whether  or  not  you  see  young 
shoots,  this  is  the  time  to  take  the  Sinningia  out  of  the  pot 
and  pull  off  75%  of  the  old  roots  and  wash  off  the  old  soil.  Be 
careful  not  to  break  the  new  shoots,  if  there  are  any.  Cut  off 
the  old  stem  1/4  inch  from  the  tuber  and  put  it  aside.  Place 
the  tuber  in  a  clean  pot  so  it  is  covered  with  at  least  1/4  inch 
of  soil.  Tubers  without  shoots  should  sprout  in  3  months  if 
kept  moist,  but  not  soaking  wet. 

Thke  the  old  stem  and  cut  it  in  half.  Now,  remove  the 
bottom  pair  of  leaves  from  the  top  half.  Thke  off  any  flowers 


and  plant  this  old  stem  in  a  covered  container  in  an  equal 
mixture  of  perlite,  vermiculite,  and  sphagnum  moss.  After  it 
forms  a  tuber  within  4  weeks,  replant  it  in  regular  violet  soil. 
Cover  this  new  plant  for  at  least  2  weeks. 

Check  the  bottom  of  the  stem  to  see  if  there  is  at  least  one 
pair  of  good  leaves.  If  there  are,  cut  the  stem  in  half, 
separating  the  two  leaves.  Plant  the  leaves  with  stem 
attached  in  the  above  mixture  in  a  covered  container.  If  you 
are  lucky,  baby  plants  will  come  up.  Sometimes  a  tuber 
forms,  but  it  might  not  put  up  a  flower  stem. 

It’s  also  fun  to  grow  Sinningias  from  seed.  The  seed  pod 
will  ripen  in  30  days  and  split  open.  Sprinkle  the  seeds  on  top 
of  the  above  mixture  in  a  closed  container.  Within  two  weeks 
you  will  have  babies.  Repot  them  in  any  violet  “baby  mix”, 
5  to  a  2  1/4  inch  pot.  Keep  the  pot  covered.  After  4  weeks, 
transplant  1  Sinningia  to  a  2  1/4  inch  pot  in  regular  violet 
soil.  Cover  the  pot  for  at  least  2  more  weeks.  They  LOVE 
being  transplanted  and  will  actually  grow  faster  than  if  left 
alone.  You  will  have  a  blooming  plant  in  5  months. 

From  the  California  Council  “News” 


THE  AFRICAN  VIOLET  SOCIETY  OF  AMERICA,  INC. 

MINUTES  ANNUAL  MEETING 

MAY  27,  2000  •  Omaha,  Nebraska 


The  Annual  Business  Meeting  of  the  African  Violet  Society  of  America  was 
called  to  order  by  Third  Vice  President,  Linda  Owens,  at  3:03  PM  in  the  Palace 
Ballroom  G  of  the  Holiday  Inn  Convention  Centre,  Omaha,  Nebraska.  The 
Invocation  was  given  by  Pat  Sutton  followed  by  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance  to  the  flag. 
Linda  Owens  presented  the  President,  Bill  Foster. 

Secretary  Pro  Tern  Janet  Riemer  reported  a  quorum  was  present. 

She  also  read  the  Standing  Rules  and  moved  adoption.  The  motion  was 
seconded  by  Jack  Wilson  and  the  Standing  Rules  were  adopted. 

President  Foster  introduced  Christine  (Chili)  Sanders,  Professional  Registered 
Parliamentarian,  as  parliamentarian  for  the  Annual  Meeting. 

He  then  called  upon  Bev  Promersberger,  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  to 
approve  the  minutes  of  the  1999  Annual  Business  Meeting  for  the  committee’s 
report  and  she  reported  the  minutes  had  been  approved. 

The  appointment  of  the  Committee  to  approve  the  current  minutes  was 
announced  by  President  Foster  with  Judy  Carter,  Chairman,  Dolores  Gibbs  and  Jane 
Rexilius.  Ron  Davidson  was  appointed  timekeeper. 

Elinor  Skelton.  Chairman  of  the  Resolution  Committee,  presented  the 
resolution  which  is  attached.  It  was  adopted. 

Mary  Boland,  reporting  for  the  Bylaws  Committee,  presented  the  following 
amendments,  and  moved  adoption;  To  amend  the  Bylaws,  Article  III,  Section  2e  by 
striking  out  the  second  sentence  and  inserting:  “An  Honorary  Life  Member  shall  be 
a  person  given  a  life  membership  for  outstanding  services";  To  amend  the  Bylaws, 
Article  VII,  Section  4  by  striking  “office  manager”  and  inserting  “administrative 
coordinator”;  To  amend  the  Bylaws,  Article  X,  Section  2  by  striking  the  section  and 
inserting:  “Other  Committees:  Such  other  committees,  standing  or  special,  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  President  as  the  Society  or  the  Executive  Committee  shall  from 
time  to  time  deem  necessary  to  cany  on  the  work  of  the  Society.  The  President  shall 
be  an  ex  officio  member  of  all  committees  except  the  Nominating  Committee”;  To 
make  the  following  clerical  and  editorial  changes:  Article  II,  Section  2,  first 
sentence:  Add  a  comma  after  the  word  “purposes”.  Article  III,  Section  2a,  b,  c,  h  - 
Delete  “who  shall  be”;  Section  2f,  g  -  Delete  “which  shall  be"  and  delete  “the” 
before  AVSA;  Section  4  second  sentence,  add  a  comma  after  “meetings”. 


Article  IV,  Section  1,  Paragraphs  a,  b,  c,  d,  e  and  f  -  Delete  “who”  at  the 
beginning  of  each  paragraph. 

Article  VII,  Section  1  second  sentence,  delete  the  comma  after  “Otherwise”; 
Section  4  delete  “office  manager”  and  insert  “administrative  coordinator”. 

Article  IX,  Section  3  second  sentence,  delete  "for”  after  the  word  “provide” 
and  delete  the  comma  after  the  word  “year”. 

The  amendments  were  adopted. 

Janet  Riemer,  by  direction  of  the  Board,  moved  the  adoption  of  the  following 
amendment:  To  amend  Article  V,  Section  2,  second  sentence,  by  striking  "four  (4)” 
and  inserting  “eight  (8)”  so  that  the  sentence  would  read:  No  officer  shall  serve 
consecutive  terms  in  the  same  office  except  the  Secretary  and  the  TVeasurer,  who 
shall  be  limited  to  eight  (8)  terms. 

There  was  considerable  debate.  Joyce  Stork  spoke  in  opposition  and  Nancy 
Hayes  and  Mary  Boland  spoke  in  support.  John  Carter  and  Jim  Owens  were  tellers 
for  the  rising  vote.  As  there  was  less  than  nine-tenths  in  the  affirmative,  the 
amendment  was  lost. 

Barbara  Pershing,  member  of  the  Nominating  Committee,  presented  the 
following  slate  for  directors:  Barbara  Elkin  of  California,  Winston  Goretsky  of 
Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada,  Shannon  Ahlman  of  Nebraska,  John  Carter  of  Oklahoma, 
and  Sue  Hoffmann  of  Virginia.  There  were  no  nominations  from  the  floor  and  the 
slate  was  elected. 

President  Foster  announced  that  the  installation  would  take  place  at  the 
banquet. 

Carol  Allegrettl  of  Illinois,  Convention  Chairman  of  the  2001  Convention  to  be 
held  in  Chicago  from  May  27th  through  June  3rd,  invited  all  to  come. 

As  there  was  no  further  business,  the  meeting  was  adjourned  at  3:32  PM. 

Janet  Riemer,  Secretary  Pro  Tern 
COMMITTEE  TO  APPROVE 
Judy  Carter,  Chairman 
Dolores  Gibbs 
Jane  Rexilius 
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'Moon  in  0r(-e^ 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  Used  for  destroying 
noxious  growths,  weeds,  pests,  etc.,  and  for  cultivating. 

Msion  in  X-mpuB 

Productive  and  moist,  earthy  and  feminine.  Used  for  plant¬ 
ing  many  crops,  particularly  potatoes  and  root  crops,  and  when 
hardiness  is  important.  Also  used  for  lettuce,  cabbage,  and  sim¬ 
ilar  leafy  vegetables. 

Moon  in  Q^emini 

Barren  and  dry,  airy  and  masculine.  Used  for  destroying 
noxious  growths,  weeds  and  pests,  and  for  cultivation. 

Mooft  in  Ccrocep 

Very  fruitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine.  This  is  the 
most  productive  sign,  used  extensively  for  planting  and 
irrigation. 

Moob  in  heo 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  This  is  the  most 
barren  sign,  used  only  for  killing  weeds  and  for  cultivation. 

MQon  in  'Yirgo 

Barren  and  moist,  earthy  and  feminine.  Good  for  cultiva¬ 
tion  and  destroying  weeds  and  pests. 


MsoiJ  in  hihpa 

Semi-fruitful  and  moist,  airy  and  masculine.  Used  for 
planting  many  crops  and  producing  good  pulp  growth  and 
roots.  A  very  good  sign  for  flowers  and  vines.  Also  used  for 
seeding  hay,  com  fodder,  etc. 

'Msion  in  Scop^io 

Very  fruitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine.  Nearly  as 
productive  as  Cancer;  used  for  the  same  purposes.  Especially 
good  for  vine  growth  and  sturdiness. 

Moon  in  Sagiifapim 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  Used  for  planting 
onions,  seeding  hay,  and  for  cultivation. 

M.Qon  in  'CGi^pkiQpn 

Productive  and  dry,  earthy  and  feminine.  Used  for  plant¬ 
ing  potatoes,  tubers,  etc. 

'M<QQn  in  ^^apias 

Barren  and  dry,  airy  and  masculine.  Used  for  cultivation 
and  destroying  noxious  growths,  weeds,  and  pests. 
in 

Very  fmitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine.  Used  along 
with  Cancer  and  Scorpio,  especially  good  for  root  growth. 


September  Moon  l^ble 

Date 

Sign 

Element 

Nature 

Phase 

1  Fri, 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruit 

1st 

2  Sat.  12:55  am 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

1st 

3  Sun. 

Scorpio 

Water 

Ftuitful 

1st 

4  Mon.  9:08  am 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

5Tue. 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd  11:27  am 

6  Wed.  8:47  pm 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruit 

2nd 

7  Thu. 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruit 

2nd 

8  Fri. 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruit 

2nd 

9  Sat  9:44am 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

2nd 

10  Sun 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

2nd 

11  Mon.  9:34  pm 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd 

12'Rie. 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd 

13  Wed. 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

Full  2:37  pm 

14  Thu.  7:00  am 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

15  Fri. 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

16  Sat.  2:05  pm 

Idurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruit 

3rd 

17  Sun. 

Tdurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruit 

3rd 

18  Mon.  7:22  pm 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

3rd 

19  The. 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

3rd 

20  Wed.  11:16  pm 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th  8:28  pm 

21  Thu. 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th 

22  Fri. 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th 

23  Sat.  2:00  am 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

4th 

24  Sun. 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

4th 

25  Mon.  4:02  am 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

4th 

26  Tue. 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

4th 

27  Wed.  6:22  am 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruit 

New  2:53  pm 

28  Thu. 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruit 

1st 

29  Fri.  10:30  am 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fmitful 

1st 

30  Sat. 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fmitful 

1st 

October  Moon  Table 

Date 

Sign 

Element 

Nature 

Phase 

1  Sun.  5:50  pm 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

2  Mon. 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

3  Trie. 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

4  Wed.  4:42  am 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fmit 

1st 

5  Thu. 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fmit 

2nd  5:59  am 

6  Fri.  5:33  pm 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

2nd 

7  Sat. 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

2nd 

8  Sun. 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

2nd 

9  Mon.  5:36  am 

Pisces 

Water 

Fmitful 

2nd 

10  Hie. 

Pisces 

Water 

Fmitful 

2nd 

11  Wed.  2:51pm 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

12  Thu. 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

13  Fri.  9:06  pm 

Hums 

Earth 

Semi-fmit 

Full  3:53  am 

14  Sat. 

Hums 

Earth 

Semi-fmit 

3rd 

15  Sun. 

Hums 

Earth 

Semi-fmit 

3rd 

16  Mon.  1:19  am 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

3rd 

17  Tue. 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

3rd 

18  Wed.  4:37  am 

Cancer 

Water 

Fmitful 

3rd 

19  Thu. 

Cancer 

Water 

Fmitful 

3rd 

20  Fri.  7:42  am 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

4th  2:59  am 

21  Sat. 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

4th 

22  Sun.  10:52  am 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

4th 

23  Mon. 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

4th 

24  Hie.  2:30  pm 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fmit 

4th 

25  Wed. 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fmit 

4th 

26  Thu.  7:23  pm 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fmitful 

4th 

27  Fri. 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fmitful 

New  2:58  am 

28  Sat. 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fmitful 

1st 

29  Sun.  2:40  am 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

30  Mon. 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

31  Hie.  1:01  pm 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fmit 

1st 

Reprinted  with  permission  from  Llewellyn 's  2000  Moon  Sign  Book. 
published  by  Llewellyn  Publications,  (pages  40,  42),  ISBN  1-56718-953-9 
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CDEaLI 


by  Cheryl  Salatino  •  Sudbury,  MA 


Soil  mealy  bugs  are  usually  introduced  to  your  collection 
from  a  plant  that  has  recently  been  acquired.  If  you  take  the 
proper  precautions  they  are  easily  contained.  If  you  happen 
to  discover  these  little  pests,  tending  to  them  quickly  will 
ensure  that  your  plant  has  a  good  chance  of  recovery. 

First,  let’s  understand  some  of  the  symptoms: 

•  The  plant  wilts,  as  if  suffering  from  over  watering 

•  The  plant  develops  a  small  center 

•  Blossoms  appear,  but  buds  will  not  form 

Finding  the  culprits:  If  you  suspect  soil  mealy  bugs, 
take  a  look  at  the  saucer  below  the  plant.  If  you  look  closely 
(especially  after  watering)  you  may  see  what  appears  much 
like  sawdust,  rice,  or  particles  of  perlite.  Soil  mealy  bugs  are 
very  small,  white  and  waxy.  They  move  slowly,  but  they  do 
move,  so  watch  for  a  minute.  Another  way  to  discover  their 
presence  is  the  inspection  of  the  rootball.  You  will  see  a  cot¬ 
tony  mass  around  the  roots  or  inside  the  rootball. 

If  you  see  something  white  but  aren’t  sure,  crush  the 
particle.  If  it  crunches,  it’s  perlite.  If  not,  you’ve  found  a  soil 
mealy  bug. 

What  to  do:  The  best  treatment  I’ve  found  is  drenching 
with  Knox  Out.  Three  applications  usually  does  the  trick. 
Applying  the  solution  as  if  bottom  watering  is  most  effective. 
This  way  you  will  thoroughly  wet  the  entire  contents  of  the 
pot. 


Follow  the  Knox  Out  directions  carefully  for  ornamental 
plants.  The  solution  should  be  used  on  a  7  to  10  day  interval 
between  applications.  If  the  plant  requires  another  watering 
during  this  period,  use  clear,  unfertilized  water.  Also,  make 
sure  that  the  plant  is  not  completely  dry  when  you  treat  with 
Knox  Out. 

Prevention:  Keep  each  of  your  plants  in  a  separate, 
clean  saucer.  If  you  wick  water,  use  individual  reservoirs.  A 
common  watering  source  will  allow  the  other  plants  in  the 
tray  to  become  infected.  Quarantine  new  plants  for  three 
months.  Keep  all  new  arrivals  in  a  separate  location  and 
watch  for  any  problems  that  may  develop.  If  top  watering, 
use  a  separate  watering  can  for  these  quarantined  plants. 
When  soil  mealy  bugs  come  in  contact  with  the  tip  of  a 
watering  can  they  easily  spread  and  rapidly  multiply. 

As  an  extra  precaution,  once  every  three  months  apply  a 
single  dose  of  Knox  Out  to  your  entire  collection. 

Please  note:  Recently  I’ve  read  accounts  that  recom¬ 
mend  throwing  a  plant  away  once  soil  mealy  bugs  are  dis¬ 
covered.  In  my  opinion,  discarding  the  plant  is  unnecessary. 
Several  growers  I  know,  including  myself,  have  had  experi¬ 
ence  with  severe  infestations  of  soil  mealy  bugs.  Each  one  of 
us  has  been  successful  in  eliminating  the  pests  and  saving 
our  plants.  I  won’t  kid  you,  some  varieties  do  not  respond 
well  to  the  chemical  treatment,  but  the  majority  do  just  fine. 

From  “Ye  Bay  Stater",  publication  of  the  Bay  State  AVS 


THE  AFRICAN  VIOLET  SOCIETY  OF  AMERICA,  INC. 

STATEMENT  OF  ASSETS,  LIABILITIES  AND  NET  ASSETS  -  MODIFIED  CASH  BASIS 

DECEMBER  31,  1999 


ASSETS  1999 

CURRENT  ASSETS: 

Cash  and  cash  equivalents .  $  78,445 

Investments .  124,309 

Miscellaneous  receivable .  820 

Inventory .  14,665 

Prepaid  expenses .  15,255 

Total  current  assets .  255,494 


PROPERTY  AND  EQUIPMENT,  net  of 
accumulated  depreciation  of  $87,358 

and  $76,452  .  106,012 


OTHER  ASSETS: 

Reorganization  costs  net  of  accumulated 
amortization  of  $4,880  and  $4,880 

PERMANENT  RESTRICTED  ASSETS: 


Investments .  32,500 

Total  assets .  $372,006 


LIABILITIES  AND  NET  ASSETS 
CURRENT  LIABILITIES: 

Payroll  and  sales  tax  liabilities .  $  1 ,625 

Deferred  advertising  income .  5,208 

Deferred  membership  fees .  $  60,432 

Deferred  life  memberships .  108,875 

Deferred  income,  future  conventions .  3,325 

Deferred  revenue  -  other .  5,798 

Total  current  liabilities .  185,265 


NEW  ASSETS: 

Unrestricted: 

Operating .  (13,895) 

Board  designated  -  convention .  23,191 

Board  designated  -  life  membership .  1 3,360 

Board  designated  -  Boyce  Edens .  18,303 

Board  designated  -  Hudson  awards .  1 ,540 

Property  and  equipment .  106,012 

Total  unrestricted  net  assets .  148,51 1 

Temporarily  restricted .  5,732 

Permanent  restricted .  52,500 

Total  net  assets .  186,743 

Total  liabilities  and  net  assets .  $372,006 
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^-y^mcofv  ’^olet& 

6^  ^  (jas/i-^  'U/ison  •  jWor^t^ome/y , 


At  some  time  or  another,  we  have  all  displayed  African 
violets  in  our  home  for  special  occasions  or  for  visiting  compa¬ 
ny  to  see  and  admire.  A  light  stand  full  of  blooming  plants  is 
breathtaking,  but  these  mighty  wonders  can  be  put  out  in  the 
home  in  various  ways,  some  of  which  you  may  have  never 
thought  of  before.  And  we’ve  all  given  violets  as  gifts  for  any 
and  all  reasons  imaginable.  The  ultimate  key  in  using  African 
violets  as  design  accents  in  your  home  is  to  be  creative  and 
flexible,  always  keeping  the  plant  as  a  prime  part  of  the  entire 
picture.  For  gift-giving,  African  violets  are  perfect,  but  why  not 
carry  the  idea  a  little  further  and  make  the  gift  truly  memorable 
for  your  recipient.  I’ve  compiled  a  long  list  of  possibilities  here, 
but  the  spectrum  is  truly  only  limited  by  your  own  imagina¬ 
tion.  Hopefully  you’ll  find  something  new,  different,  engaging 
or  fun  to  use  with  your  own  plants. 

’Wicker  baskets 

Baskets  are  really  lovely  filled  with  violets,  either  singu¬ 
larly  or  grouped  together.  A  fun  thing  you  can  do  with  baskets 
is  to  shred  or  cut  an  old  colored  bed  sheet  or  fabric  piece  into 
2-3  inch  wide  strips,  bunch  up  and  wrap  each  piece  around  the 
handle  of  the  basket.  You  can  finish  it  off  with  a  large  match¬ 
ing  bow  or  wired  bird.  You  can  fill,  glue,  wrap,  wire,  or  staple 
just  about  anything  to  the  basket,  giving  it  a  customized  look 
that  matches  your  decor.  Here  are  some  ideas  of  things  you  can 
use  in  decorating: 


Ribbon  (silk,  satin,  felt,  or  fabric) 

Thssels 

Leaves 

Bird  feathers 

Marbles 

Photographs  (cut  out  &  glued) 
Potpourri 

Tiny  flags  or  drink  umbrellas 

Fabric  pieces 

Felt  cut-outs 

Dried  flowers 

Silk  flowers 

Glass  rocks 

Decorative  linen  napkins 
Confetti 

Paper  mache’  art 
Bows 
Buttons 
Twigs 

Decorative  twine 


Lace 

Seashells 
Tiny  figurines 
Small  sun-catchers 
Cute  pictures  cut  from 
greeting  cards 
Polished  rocks 
Small  decorative 
glass  bottles 
Spanish  moss 
Tissue  paper 
Decorative  hand  towels 
Magnets 

Broken  pieces  of  ceramic 

’Wrapping  paper 

Driftwood 

Small  balloons 

Beads 

Mirrors 

Fruit 


Large  shallow  bowls 

A  really  cute  idea  for  the  bathroom  is  to  fill  a  shallow  bowl 
about  1/3  of  the  way  up  with  sand,  bury  the  pot  of  a  pretty, 
light-colored  African  violet  in  the  center,  and  fill  with  a  few 
seashells  and  a  piece  of  driftwood.  Bowls  are  versatile... 
decorate  with  some  Spanish  moss,  feathers,  or  marbles,  with 
your  beautiful  violet  sitting  pretty  in  the  center. 

Whatever  design  you  use,  choose  a  color-coordinating 
violet  or  one  that  compliments  the  colors  in  your  accessories. 

Boxes 

Cover  the  entire  box  inside  and  out  with  paper,  fabric,  col- 
laged  pictures,  tissue  paper,  lace,  or  just  drape  a  sheet  or  other 
fabric  (larger  than  box  to  hide  it  completely)  in  and  around  the 
box  and  create  a  “nested”  look.  A  nice  idea  might  be  to  make 
it  a  niche-like  shelf  display  with  one  box  side  cut  out. 

Dinner  plates  and  platters 

Advantages  are  that  they  match  decor  already,  no 
customizing  is  necessary,  they  stop  any  leaks  from  soiling 
fabrics,  and  can  be  perfect  in  a  pinch.  Display  a  platter  of  vio¬ 
lets  with  small  items  like  confetti,  marbles,  Spanish  moss,  or 
dried  flowers. 

Paper  box  tops 

These  are  the  boxes  that  office  paper  comes  in.  The  tops 
make  nice  coffee  table  trays  if  painted  or  draped  with  linen. 
Spruce  it  up  with  some  dried  flowers,  mirrors,  twigs,  or 
figurines. 

Hats 

Now  here’s  an  interesting  one!  That  old  hat  can  be  used! 

Turn  it  upside  down  and  put  it  in  the  center  of  any  table,  add 
an  AV  or  two,  and  a  few  (just  a  few,  if  any)  complimentary 
accents.  People  won’t  believe  your  ingenuity. 

Candle  holders 

There  are  a  lot  of  different  holders  out  there,  and  you’re 
sure  to  have  one  in  your  house  that  will  work.  Pretty  votive 
holders  will  hold  a  small  plant,  and  can  even  be  dressed  up 
with  a  silk  floral  ring  around  the  base.  Pillar  holders  are  perfect 
for  some  larger  plants,  but  be  sure  to  keep  the  size  in 
perspective.  You  don’t  want  to  cover  up  the  holder... it’s  just  as 
decorative  as  the  plant  itself.  Be  creative! 

Coffee  mugs 

Perfect  for  a  housewarming  gift,  a  small  plant  fits  great,  but 
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you  might  want  to  put  in  some  newspaper  to  give  the  plant 
some  height.  You  can  decorate  with  some  ribbon,  tissue  paper, 
small  balloon  on  a  stick,  or  other  item.  You  can  even  mix  and 
match  and  put  the  mug  into  a  decorated  basket  or  box. 

Tins 

Everyone  has  tins  in  the  pantry  or  closet,  collecting  dust 
from  last  Christmas.  Any  tin  is  good.  You  don’t  have  to 
decorate  the  outside,  but  you  can  fill  the  inside  with  a  plant,  a 
candle,  some  candy  canes,  or  cotton  fluff  (for  fake  snow).  Just 
remember  to  give  the  recipient  the  lid,  too! 

Glass  Jars 

Save  those  pretty,  etched  sauce  jars!  What  you  can  do  is  fill 
the  bottom  of  the  jar  with  potpourri  or  curled  gift  ribbon,  glue 
a  couple  small  decorative  items  to  the  outside,  make  a  small 
cardboard  or  foam  plate  collar  for  the  plant,  then  just  put  it  in. 
It’s  quick,  easy,  and  it  looks  like  you  spent  hours  coming  up 
with  the  idea. 

THnket  and  jewelry  boxes 

I  have  several  small  trinket  boxes  made  of  ceramic.  Some 
of  them  are  large  enough  to  hold  at  least  one  miniature  violet. 
They  look  lovely  when  added  to  a  basket,  tray  or  platter  and 
filled  with  potpourri  or  AV  blossoms.  Jewelry  boxes  are  great 
gifts  an3Avay,  but  with  the  top  open  to  reveal  a  beautiful 
blooming  violet,  it’s  breathtaking.  Fill  empty  space  with  other 
small  trinkets,  marbles,  rocks, or  tissue  paper. 

Things  to  keep  in  mind 

•  In  most  any  case,  the  plant  is  better  off  in  its  own  pot.  Just 
fit  the  pot  into  the  container  or  decorative  accent,  and  be 
sure  to  secure  it  in  place  somehow.  Use  cardboard,  tissue 
paper,  or  something  you  can  crumple  to  make  it  secure. 


•  Make  sure  the  plant  is  damp  but  not  recently  watered. 
Most  of  these  ideas  do  not  have  enough  space  for  a  saucer, 
and  you  don’t  want  to  min  any  of  your  decorative 
materials.  If  the  plant  has  been  watered  within  the  last  day, 
place  it  on  a  paper  towel  for  a  couple  hours  before  placing 
it  in  the  arrangement. 

•  Be  absolutely  positive  that  none  of  your  materials  are  toxic 
to  the  violet  in  any  way.  If  you  paint  a  pot,  give  it  plenty 
of  time  to  dry  completely.  If  you  use  any  other  live  material 
such  as  twigs  or  floral  pieces,  clean  them  thoroughly  first 
with  strong  water  pressure  and  let  them  dry  naturally.  You 
don’t  want  any  creepies  finding  their  way  to  your  violet. 
And  don’t  forget  toxic  fumes,  either.  If  you  use  any  type  of 
paints  or  glues,  make  sure  they  are  dry  and  applied  in  a 
well-ventilated  area. 

•  If  you  are  giving  a  plant  to  a  friend,  new  neighbor,  or  co- 
worker,  please  remember  to  add  a  care  sheet  v/ith  the  gift. 
It  may  look  lovely  now,  but  if  they  don’t  know  how  to  care 
for  the  new  plant,  it  won’t  look  lovely  next  week! 

•  You  don’t  always  have  to  use  the  entire  plant  in  a  display 
or  gift.  If  the  arrangement  is  small  in  proportion,  or  you 
just  don’t  have  a  plant  to  spare,  decorate  with  the 
blossoms.  You  can  even  put  them  on  food  if  you  haven’t 
used  any  pesticides  or  chemicals.  They  are  beautiful 
en-masse,  as  we  well  know,  but  remember  they  don’t 
necessarily  need  to  be  on  the  plant  to  be  beautiful. 

•  If  the  arrangement  will  be  a  gift,  include  things  that  are 
customized  to  that  person.  If  your  Aunt  Marge  likes 
animals,  include  animal  cut-outs  or  figurines,  leopard  print 
fabrics,  or  anything  else  she  might  like.  Be  creative  and 
flexible-use  whatever  might  mean  something  to  that 
particular  person. 

•  If  your  arrangement  is  simply  for  decorative  purposes  in 
your  home,  keep  it  simple,  but  keep  a  theme  as  well. 


My  Method  of  Seed  Germination 

by  Laura  Johnson 


I’ve  found  gesneriad  seed  does  quite  well  without  too 
much  fancy  preparation.  I  use  straight  vermiculite,  with  a 
light  sprinkle  of  milled  sphagnum  moss  over  the  surface.  I 
wet  everything  down  with  a  spray  bottle,  so  the  moss  and 
vermiculite  are  drippy,  sopping  wet.  Then  I  sprinkle  the  seed 
lightly  over  the  surface.  1  feel  the  milled  sphagnum  is  crucial, 
to  prevent  some  kinds  of  fungal  diseases. 

There  are  two  things  I  found  that  have  increased  my 
germination  rate:  lots  and  lots  of  moisture,  and  plenty  of 
warmth.  The  surface  of  the  planting  medium  MUST  NOT  get 
the  least  bit  dry,  until  the  seedlings  are  up  and  have  devel¬ 
oped  long  enough  roots  to  reach  below  the  surface  for  mois¬ 
ture.  I  keep  a  close  eye  on  the  covered  seed  pots,  and  will 
mist  them  gently  if  it  looks  like  the  surface  is  drying  out. 
Proper  warmth  is  vital.  I  aim  for  mid  to  high  70 ’s  (F).  It 
seems  to  me  that  lower  temperatures  delay  germination  and 


allow  mold,  algae,  etc.  to  get  a  head  start  over  the  seedlings. 

I  have  also  started  putting  my  prepared,  wet  seed  pots  in 
the  microwave  for  a  short  cycle.  Just  enough  that  the  surface 
is  steaming  hot,  and  feels  quite  hot  to  my  fingertip.  Then  I 
allow  the  pots  to  cool,  and  sow  the  seed.  Sometimes  the  seed 
takes  a  while  to  germinate,  and  the  microwave  seems  to  help 
control  mold,  algae,  slime,  etc.  that  can  start  growing  after 
several  weeks.  I  dislike  using  chemical  forms  of  mold  control, 
as  I  don’t  know  how  sensitive  the  seedlings  are  to  chemicals. 

I  also  find  that  fertilizer  seems  to  encourage  algae 
growth,  so  I  don’t  fertilize  seedlings  too  soon.  I  usually  wait 
until  the  second  pair  of  leaves  has  started  to  develop  before  I 
fertilize.  Unless  they  get  pale  looking  sooner,  then  I’ll  apply  a 
very  diluted  fertilizer. 
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WORTH  REPEATING  ... 
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by  Kenneth  W.  Barbi 
Annapolis,  MD 


If  you  could  build  a  basic  plant  stand  for  $20,  and  then 
add  lights  and  trays,  wouldn’t  it  be  worth  it?  Commercial 
vendors  sell  comparable  stands  made  out  of  metal  for  as 
much  as  a  few  hundred  dollars.  With  a  little  bit  of  time  spent 
following  these  instructions,  a  substantial  PVC  pipe  plant 
stand  could  be  yours. 


MATERIAL  LIST 

All  the  following  parts  are  commonly  available  at  large 
hardware/home  building  stores: 

8  Ten  foot  3/4"  White  PVC  Pipes 
34  PVC  3/4"  Tee  Connectors 
4  PVC  3/4"  90  Degree  Elbow 
Connectors 

1  Can  of  PVC  Adhesive 
6  1  5/8"  Diameter  White  Wheels 
(OPTIONAL) 

6  3/4"  Wheels  Sockets  (OPTIONAL) 

4  2'  X  4'  Egg  Crate  for  Ceiling 

Fluorescent  Lights  (OPTIONAL) 

1  Heavy  Duty  light  timer  (OPTIONAL) 

5  2'  X  4'  White  Plastic  Ceiling 

Fluorescent  Light  Covers 
(OPTIONAL) 

Additional  items  can  be  purchased  from  a  number  of 
AVM  advertisers  such  as  Indoor  Gardening  Supplies: 

4  48"  double  Fluorescent  Plant  Lite 
Fixtures  with  Chains 

(IGS  Model  #  PLD42WS-C) 

16  Standard  11"  x  22"  x  2-1/2" 

Perma-Nest  Plant  Trays 

TRAYS 

I  use  two  different  approaches  on  trays.  Several  of  my 
stands  use  four  standard  1 1"  x  22"  x  2-1/2"  Perma-Nest  Plant 
Trays  per  shelf  covered  by  a  2'  x  4'  white  egg  crate  that  you 


use  for  covering  ceiling  fluorescent  fixtures.  I  do  community 
wick  watering  in  this  arrangement.  My  other  stands  use  a 
2'  X  4'  white  translucent  plastic  ceiling  fluorescent  fixture 
covers  I  spray  paint  black.  The  black  reflects  less  light  than 
leaving  them  white  so  my  leaves  don’t  tend  to  hug  the  pots 
by  growing  down  to  the  stand.  I  use  this  arrangement  to 
hold  individual  plant  reservoirs  made  from  plastic  contain¬ 
ers  such  as  margarine  containers.  In  both  cases,  I  use  the 
hanging  fluorescent  light  fixtures  under  the  shelves  to  sup¬ 
port  the  trays  with  water  or  the  plastic  shelf  individual 
watering  containers.  I  also  put  the  white  plastic  2'  x  4'  sheet 
under  the  green  trays  if  I  use  the  community  watering  sys¬ 
tem  to  catch  water  under  the  trays  if  I  spill  it. 


LIGHTS 

I  prefer  professionally  built  two  (2)  light  units  with  low 
power  ballasts  such  as  those  sold  by  Indoor  Gardening 
Supplies  of  Detroit,  Michigan.  The  Sylvania  Wide  Spectrum 
lamps  are  1 1  inches  apart,  and  the  light  fixtures  can  be  daisy- 
chained  together  by  plugging  them  into  one  another.  After 
the  last  light,  plug  the  string  into  a  heavy  duty  24  hour  timer. 


CONSTRUCTION 


Cut  the  ten  foot  lengths  of  PVC  pipe  into  the  following 
lengths: 


Item  1. 
Item  2. 
Item  3. 


Item  4. 
Item  5. 


8  48"  (for  the  wider 

part  of  the  shelves) 

10  211/16"  (for  the  sides 
of  the  shelves) 

8  12  3/4"  (for  top  2  levels 

to  provide  closer 
spacing  for 
minis/semiminis) 

8  15  1/2"  (for  bottom  2 

levels  for  standards) 

16  1  3/8"  (Connectors  for 

the  shelf  members) 
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ASSEMBLY 

Step  1  =  Glue  PVC  Tee  Connectors  to  both  ends  of  all  the 
Item  Is  and  eight  of  the  Item  2s.  Make  sure  both  the  PVC  Tee 
Connectors  are  parallel  to  each  other. 

Step  2  -  Using  Item  5  connectors,  glue  the  long  and  short 
lengths  of  shelf  supports  made  in  Step  I  together  to  form  a 
rectangular  shelf.  I  suggest  doing  this  job  by  placing  both 
pieces  against  a  square  wall  in  your  house. 

Step  3  -  Glue  PVC  90  Degree  Elbow  Connectors  to  two 
of  the  Item  2s  for  the  top  light  support.  Make  sure  both  the 
PVC  90  Degree  Elbow  Connectors  are  parallel  to  each 
other. 

Step  4  -  Using  eight  Item  4s,  connect  the  bottom,  sec¬ 
ond,  and  third  shelf  together.  DON’T  GLUE.  I  use  pressure 
to  keep  the  shelves  together  and  not  glue.  In  this  way,  I  can 
take  the  shelves  apart  for  transport  or  for  making  further 
adjustments  on  the  distances  between  lights  and  plants. 

Step  5  -  Using  eight  Item  3s,  connect  the  fourth  shelf 
and  top  light  support  together.  DON’T  GLUE.  I  use  pressure 
to  keep  the  shelves  together  and  not  glue.  Again,  in  this 
way,  I  can  take  the  shelves  apart  for  transport  or  for  making 
further  adjustments  on  the  distances  between  lights  and 
plants. 

Step  6  -  Using  chained  light  fixtures,  support  trays  or 
plastic  shelves  with  the  light  fixtures.  Plug  them  together 
daisy-chain  style  and  into  the  timer.  Connect  to  AC. 


SUPPORTING  THE  BOTTOM  SHELF 


When  I  use  Perma-Nest  Trays,  I  divide  the  long  pipes  on  the 
bottom  shelf  in  half  and  install  PVC  Tee  Connectors  (with 
optional  wheels)  to  support  the  trays.  If  I  only  use  a  plastic 
shelf,  I  support  the  middle  center  line  of  the  plastic  shelf  at 
both  ends  and  in  the  middle  so  that  plants  on  their  reservoirs 
don’t  bend  the  shelf. 


CLEANING  THE  STAND 

Depending  how  neat  you  are,  you  may  want  to  clean  off 
the  black  printing  on  the  PVC  pipes.  This  is  not  as  easy  as  it 
sounds.  You’ll  need  to  use  lacquer  thinner  or  acetone  with  a 
piece  of  fine  steel  v/ool.  Work  on  the  marks  until  they  come 
off.  Do  this  outdoors  since  the  cleaner  is  very  flammable,  and 
wear  a  face  mask  such  as  a  3M  No.  7251  Permissible 
Chemical  Cartridge  for  Organic  Vapors  which  you  should  be 
using  v/hen  you  spray  pesticides  on  your  African  violets.  This 
mask  is  available  in  the  same  hardware/home  building  stores 
where  you  bought  the  material,  paint  specialty  stores,  or  in 
your  larger  garden  stores  that  sell  large  quantities  of 
pesticides. 


TOTAL 

When  you  add  the  cost  of  the  plant  stand  materials  (approx¬ 
imately  $20),  the  lights  (approximately  $75  x  4  =  $300), 
egg  crate  (approximately  $10  x  4  =  $40),  plastic  covers  or 
shelves  ($10  x  5  =  $50),  and  Pema-Nest  Plant  Trays 
(approximately  $5x16  =  $80),  you  pay  $490  which  is  less 
than  a  pre-made  stand  when  you  add  all  the  extras  that  don’t 
come  with  it.  Doing  it  yourself  allows  several  unique  options. 
For  example,  if  you  get  shop  lights  for  about  $10  per  unit 
with  standard  cool  white  fluorescent  bulbs  and  decide  to  use 
just  plastic  shelves  without  the  Perma-Nest  Plant  Trays,  you 
can  build  a  plant  stand  that  costs  $20  +  4  times  $10  (shop 
light)  +  5  times  $10  (plastic  shelves)  =  $50,  or  $1 10.  If  you 
select  shop  lights,  you  must  make  the  vertical  supports 
(Items  3  &  4)  longer  to  accommodate  the  extra  thickness  of 
the  lights.  Good  luck  with  your  project. 
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I  don’t  believe  the  yellows  had  their  origin  in  the  species. 
I  had  several  opportunities  to  talk  with  Nolan  Blansit  about  a 
year  or  so  before  his  first  yellows  were  released.  Nolan 
learned  I  was  working  on  a  project  on  the  flower  pigments  of 
violets  and  asked  if  I  would  examine  some  of  his  early  yel¬ 
lows.  In  the  discussions  that  followed,  the  use  of  the  species 
violets  in  his  work  was  never  mentioned.  I  also  grow  all  of 
the  species  and  there  isn’t  anything  in  any  of  them  that  sug¬ 
gest  they  contain  genes  for  yellow.  Therefore,  I  don’t  have 
any  evidence  to  suggest  that  the  species  were  used  in  the 
development  of  the  yellow  African  violet. 

The  yellow  color  appears  to  be  a  result  of  the  flower  pig¬ 
ment  synthesis  pathway  turning  “left”  instead  of  “right” 
towards  the  pinks/reds/blues.  The  turning  of  genes  off/on  is 
similar  to  what  gives  us  spots  in  fantasy  flowers.  If  the  path¬ 
way  is  “on”  the  color  develops  to  the  familiar  pinks  to  blues. 
If  the  gene  is  “off’,  a  secondary  pathway  appears  to  function 
and  yellow  pigments  are  produced.  In  some  instances,  the 
gene  seems  to  be  partly  on,  giving  yellow  overtones  to  the 
regular  pigment  colors. 

The  yellow  pigment  in  African  violets  is  a  water  soluble 
pigment  similar  to  that  found  in  yellow  petunias.  The  yellow 
pigment  in  violets  is  not  a  carotene  based  pigment  (water 
insoluble)  like  that  in  tomatoes  and  orchids.  The  carotene 
pigments  are  more  intense  in  color  than  the  water  soluble 
pigments.  This  is  one  reason  why  the  color  of  yellow  violets 
is  less  intense  than  other  yellow  flowers  and  has  been  hard¬ 
er  to  work  with. 

I  believe  that  the  yellow  color  was  developed  through  the 
intensive  inbreeding  that  Nolan  did  with  his  first  yellow 
mutant.  Inbreeding  intensifies  some  traits  and  causes  others 
to  be  lost.  For  example,  I  suspect  that  Nolan’s  early  plants 
had  ruffled  foliage.  This  is  a  dominant  trait  and  is  highly 
linked  to  ruffled  flowers.  Many  of  the  yellows  have  uneven 
petals,  a  possible  legacy  of  the  ruffled  foliage/flower  ancestry. 
The  unruly  foliage  that  is  a  problem  with  some  of  the  yellow 


cultivars  is  likely  a  result  of  the  same  inbreeding  system. 

The  yellow  color  seems  to  be  highly  linked  to  fantasy 
pattern.  Many  of  the  yellow  plants  will  show  flecks  of  pink  or 
blue  fantasy  dots  from  time  to  time.  I  think  this  is  a  direct 
result  of  their  ancestry  and  the  inbreeding. 

Fantasy  is  a  very  unstable  genetic  trait,  which  compli¬ 
cates  the  stability  with  yellows.  Unlike  other  flower  pigments, 
yellow  is  much  more  temperature  and  age  sensitive.  The 
amount  of  yellow  will  vary  as  the  environment  changes. 

This  is  a  major  problem  in  producing  consistent  color 
when  growing  these  plants.  I  don’t  know  that  there  is  a  lot 
that  can  be  done  about  the  problem.  Its  similar  to  what  cur¬ 
rently  happens  to  the  colored  edged  plants  and  to  the  new 
thumbprint  pattern  plants.  We  like  the  traits,  so  we  put  up 
with  the  problems. 

I’m  encouraged  by  what  they’ve  managed  to  do  in  yel¬ 
low  petunias  and  I  think  similar  results  can  be  done  in  violets 
if  enough  time  and  effort  is  put  into  the  hybridization  pro¬ 
grams.  Standard  breeding  techniques  may  allow  “good”  traits 
to  be  put  back  into  the  plants,  eliminating  some  of  the  prob¬ 
lems  caused  by  the  initial  inbreeding.  However,  selection  for 
good  yellow  color  will  have  to  continue  at  the  same  time. 
Combining  all  of  the  desirable  traits  together  will  take  time 
and  patience. 

One  goal  for  improving  the  yellows  that  might  be  done 
through  genetic  engineering  is  to  move  in  the  genes  for  the 
carotene  pigment  system  to  replace  or  supplement  the  current 
water  soluble  pigment  system.  For  example,  move  the  genes 
for  yellow  in  roses  or  orchids  into  violets.  This  would  greatly 
improve  color  intensity  and  color  stability.  It  should  also  set 
the  stage  for  better  reds  and  oranges.  Orchids  have  both  pig¬ 
ment  systems  and  hint  at  what  might  be  accomplished  even¬ 
tually  in  violets. 

From  “African  Violet  and  Gesneriad  News” 


Good  Work  Habits 

You  can  sometimes  transmit  pests  from  one  plant  to  another  while  repotting.  Developing  good,  clean  work  habits  can 
help  prevent  this. 

Prepare  separate  layers  of  newspaper.  Repot  the  first  plant  on  the  top  sheet  of  newspaper,  then,  carefully  roll  up  that 
sheet,  along  with  the  debris  from  the  newly  repotted  plant  and  discard  it.  Repot  the  next  plant  on  a  clean  sheet  of  paper, 
and  so  on.  Also,  clean  your  tools  between  plants 

It  is  also  a  good  idea  to  clean  your  work  area  with  a  disinfectant  spray,  and  never  reuse  old  potting  mix. 
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Growth  Pattern  of  African  Violet  Leaves 

by  Cathy  Black 


The  leaves  of  an  African  violet  plant  form  a  pattern.  Each 
row  of  leaves  on  a  single  crown  plant  grow  from  one  centre 
radiating  out  in  a  group  of  three  leaves. 

The  top  centre  rov/  is  always  the 
smallest  group  of  three  leaves.  This  is 
where  growth  begins.  If  you  will  look 
dov/n  into  the  centre  of  your  plant, 
you  can  see  the  first  three  tiny 
leaves. 

The  row  directly  under  this  first 
row  will  be  just  a  little  larger  and  fill 
in  the  spaces  left  by  the  first  row. 

This  pattern  goes  on  down  each  succeeding  row 

of  leaves.  Still  each  row  will  contain  three  leaves.  So  comes 

the  term  symmetry  or  radiating  such  as  the  spokes  of  a  wheel. 

As  the  first  group  of  leaves  begins  to  mature,  the  petioles 
lengthen  and  the  leaves  grow  longer. 

This  first  set  of  leaves  are  called  “Baby 
Leaves.”  When  the  small  plant  has 
developed  two  or  three  rows  of  leaves, 
the  original  baby  leaves  will  look  out 
of  proportion  to  the  rest.  These  baby 
leaves  are  now  at  the  base  of  the  plant 
and  need  to  be  removed.  They  will 
spoil  the  plants  eventual  symmetry  and  they  will  never  grow 
or  be  a  strong  part  of  the  plant. 

Since  the  African  violet  grows  from  top  centre  to  bottom,  it 
is  the  bottom  leaves  that,  in  time  will  lose  their  vigor  and  need 
removing.  They  should  be  removed  in  the 
same  group  of  three  as  they  grew. 

Removing  only  one  of  the  three  leaves 
can  cause  the  plant  to  grow  unevenly, 
causing  gaps.  Eventually  the  plant 
could  have  many  leaves  on  one  side 
and  fewer  on  the  other.  In  most  cases,  if 
one  of  the  leaves  in  a  group  of  the  oldest 
leaves  (bottom  row)  has  a  problem,  the 
remaining  two  leaves  in  the  row  will  also  show 
some  sign  of  damage.  Prompt  removal  and  repotting  to  reset 
the  plant  down  in  its  pot  will  assure  that  the  plant  will  retain 
its  symmetrical  growth. 

The  secret  to  good  symmetry  is  the  removal  of  the  three 
leaves  of  a  group  all  at  the  same  time,  not  one  today  and  one 
next  week.  When  the  leaves  are  removed,  the  plant  wl  have 
time  to  adjust  and  other  leaves  will  fill  in  to  form  the  symme¬ 
try  needed. 

During  a  plant’s  growth  there  will  be  times  when  one  leaf 
may  be  damaged  within  the  middle  row  of  leaves.  This  one  leaf 
can  be  removed  and  again  the  other  leaves  will  fill  in  for  it. 


They  may  need  some 
“training”  to  help  do  this.  I 
cannot  stress  enough  to  do 
this  immediately,  as  they 
can  not  fill  in  overnight  for  a 
show! 

Due  to  cultural  condi¬ 
tions  such  as  extreme  dry¬ 
ing,  over  watering  or 
change  of  fertilizing  sched¬ 
ules,  entire  rows  of  leaves 
can  show  up  smaller  than 
the  older  row  beneath  it.  At 
this  point,  all  the  leaves 
below  and  including  the  small  or  misshapen  row  need  to  be 
removed  and  the  plant  potted  down  to  a  proper  size.  These 
small  or  misshapen  leaves  will  never  grow  properly  and  if  you 
try  to  only  remove  them,  the  row  above  will  droop  because 
there  wOl  be  nothing  to  hold  them  up. 

Plants  will,  at  times,  develop  a  leaf  directly  over  the  leaf  of 
the  previous  row  or  may  try  to  grow  four  leaves  in  one  row. 
When  this  occurs  it  is  best  to  choose  the  leaf  that  will  display 
the  best  symmetry  and  careftilly  remove  the  extra  one.  Again, 
if  this  is  done  early  the  plant  will  adjust  itself. 

Remember . . .  leaves  on  African  violets  that  are  damaged 
in  any  way  will  NEVER  get  better.  So  for  not  removing  them 
promptly  you  will  be  setting  yourself  up  for  a  big  disappoint¬ 
ment  at  showtime.  A  small  plant  with  nice  healthy  green 
foliage  and  a  good  symmetry  will  score  better  than  a  large 
plant  with  poor  cultural  care. 

Thke  the  time  to  sit  down  with  a  mature  plant  and  a  baby 
plant.  Study  and  trace  with  your  eyes  its  growth  pattern  from 
the  tiniest  of  the  first  three  leaves  to  the  oldest,  most  mature 
leaves.  You  will  then  begin  to  become  aware  of  this  pattern. 


Can  you find  the  rows  of  three  leaves  onyour  African-violets? 


From  the  “Violet  Connection "  and 
“African  Violet  <S  Gesneriad  News’’ 


Uneven foliage  can  distract  from 
an  otherwise  attractive  show  plant. 
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Mary  Corondan 
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ALBUQUERQUE  AVC,  NM  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection; 
Picasso,  Blue  Is  Blue,  Halo's  ,'\glitter;  Best  in  Show:  Picasso;  Best  Seminiiniatiire:  Ness' 
Satin  Rose;  Best  Miniature:  Rob's  Twinkle  Pink,  Louise  Sando,  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Optimara  Nevada,  Optiniara  Maui,  Optimara  New  Mexico;  Best 
.VVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Optimara  Little  Amethyst,  Optimara  Rose  Quartz,  Cheny 
Glo:  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  |o  Ellen  Bowden,  Best  Gesneriad:  Strepcocatpus 
'Daria';  Design  Sweepstakes,  Nancy  Stewart.  Best  Design,  Margaret  Schmierer. 

AVC  OF  MORRIS  COUNTY,  N(  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Ness'  Candy  Pink,  The  Alps.  Optimara  TYadition:  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection: 
Ness'  Mini  Sota,  Little  Pro.  Irish  Flirt;  Best  in  Show/Best  Semiminiamre:  Irish  Flirt:  Best 
Standard:  Ness'  Candy  Pink;  Best  Miniature:  Orchard’s  Bumble  Magnet:  Best  TYailer: 
Rob's  Boolaroo:  Horticulttire  Sweepstakes,  Bob  Kurzynski.  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia 
velunna:  Best  Gesneriad:  Episcia  ‘Pink  Dreams':  Best  Design.  |ill  Fischer.  Design 
Sweepstakes:  (tie)  Karyn  Cicliocki  and  Emilia  Rykowski. 

AVS  OF  DAYTON,  OH  -  Winners:  Best  ,WSA  Standard  Collection:  Ocean  Eyes, 
Rebel's  Cranberiy  Creme,  Marching  Band,  Pat  Hancock.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Back  In  Time.  Frosted  Whisper,  Picasso.  Thelma  Lawson.  Best  AVS.V 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Fiddlesticks.  Rob's  Gra\-  Ghost,  Rob’s  Hallucination, 
Dorothy  Rittenhouse.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Ness'  Satin  Rose,  Ness’ 
Crinkle  Blue.  Persian  Lace:  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  ionantha.  Susan  Allison.  Best 
in  Show/Best  Standard:  Picasso;  Best  Semiminiamre:  Shy  Blue;  Best  Ttailer:  Princess 
'Ilail;  Best  Gesneriad:  Episcia  'Strawbeny  Patch';  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Anne 
Thomas.  Best  Miniamre:  Optimara  Little  Pearl:  Design  Sweepstakes.  Frank  Winstel. 
Best  Design.  Mary  Everting. 

AVS  OF  GREATER  MONTREAL,  QUE  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Spring  Crocus.  Ice  Stomi,  Gala  Pink;  Best  .WSA  Mini/Semi  Collection: 
Optimara  Little  Comanche,  Rob's  Scooter,  Von's  Small  Gift:  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard: 
Fredette's  Moontlower;  Best  Semiminiature:  Rob's  Scooter:  Horticulture  Sweepstakes; 
Design  Sweepstakes,  Greta  Durand.  Best  Miniamre;  Orchard’s  Bumble  Magnet:  Best 
Trailer:  Rob's  Boolaroo,  Irene  Henry.  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  grandifolia  #237, 
Mario  Santopietro.  Best  Gesneriad:  Strcptocaipus  'Blue  Bird',  Denise  Cheurefils. 
Best  Design,  Anne  Herbatuk. 

AVS  OF  NORTHERN  ILLINOIS,  IL  -  Winners;  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Hello  There,  Sea  Drift,  Buckeye  Buttlerflies;  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard:  Blue  Mirage; 
Best  Semiminiature:  Ness'  Crinkle  Blue:  Horticulmre  Sweepstakes.  Adelle  Johnson. 
Best  Miniature:  Ness'  Angel  Babe;  Best  Tiailer:  Teen  Trail,  Anna  Jean  Landgren.  Best 
Gesneriad;  Episcia  'Showtime';  Best  Design.  Ed  Johnson. 

AVS  OF  PENSACOLA,  FL  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Maggie 
Lee,  Pensi  Classic,  Rhapsodic  Gisela,  Jane  Watts.  Best  ,VVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection: 
Rob’s  Ftiddy  Dudd\’.  Definitely  Danyl,  Hector,  Louise  Merritt.  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Cupid's  Kiss,  Irish  Flirt,  Ness'  Crinkle  Blue;  Best  Miniamre:  Petite 
Fantasy,  Lynn  Peterson.  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard:  Royal  Rage:  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes.  George  Starr.  Best  Semiminiamre;  Irish  Flirt;  Best  Ttailer;  Sunrise  Waltz, 
Katreen  Childers.  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  vclutina  lite,  Jan  Kurtz.  Best  Geseneriad: 
Episcia  'Fire  Lizard';  Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Jean  Jones. 

AVS  OF  ROCHESTER,  NY  -  Winners;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Dean's 
Peach  Blush,  Rob's  Mad  Cat,  Dean's  Ruby;  Best  in  Show/Best  Semiminiature:  Dean's 
Peach  Blush;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  tongwcnsis-.  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Fay 
Wagnian.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob's  Dandy  Lion,  Rob’s  Bamboozle, 


Rob's  Miss  Sniftles,  Ralph  Robinson.  Best  Standard:  Rainbow’s  Quiet  Riot:  Best 
Gesneriad:  Strcptocaipus  'Bristol's  Popsicle':  Best  Design,  Olive  Robinson.  Best 
Trailer:  Rob's  Boolaroo,  Diane  Johanson.  Design  Sweepstakes,  Barbara 

Festenstein. 

AVS  OF  SOUTH  BAY,  CA  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Maas' 
Mat}'  Lou,  Picasso,  ,\pache  Freedom:  Best  Standard;  Apache  Freedom;  Best  TYailer: 
Falling  Snow;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Dorothy  Gawienowski.  Best  ,WSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Ness’  Crinkle  Blue,  Sprinkles,  Spin-out;  Best  in  Show/Best 
Semiminiature:  Ness’  Crinkle  Blue;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  grandifolia,  Celine 
Chase.  Best  Miniamre:  Optimara  Little  Kunzite:  Best  Design.  Evelyn  Allustlarti.  Best 
Gesneriad:  Episcia  ‘Pink  Satin',  Anne  Jantzen.  Design  Sweepstakes,  Irene  Thomas. 

AVS  OF  WESTERN  NEW  YORK:  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Harbor  Blue,  Satin  Wine,  Windy  Day;  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard:  Wind>'  Day,  Leu 
Lewek.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Lyon's  Mirage,  Ice  Queen,  Island 
Hideaway.  Elaine  Geiger.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  June  Bug,  Rob’s 
Twinkle  Pink,  Orchard’s  Bumble  Magnet;  Best  Miniature:  Orchard's  Bumble  Magnet, 
Ralph  Robinson.  Best  Tiailer:  Rob's  Sailor  Bill;  Horticulmre  Sweepstakes,  Marge 
Jasinsky.  Best  Gesneriad:  Chiysothemis  pulchella-.  Design  Sweepstakes,  Paul  Kroll. 

BALTIMORE  AVC,  MD  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  smndard  Collection:  Red  Robe, 
Maggie  Lee.  Pueblo:  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard:  Christine,  Marie  Bums.  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  White  Dew,  Sassy  Shirley,  Ness’  Sno  Fun.  Shirley  Hoffman. 
2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Ness'  Red  Flash,  Ness'  Satin  Rose,  Rob's  Fuddy 
Duddy;  Best  Semiminiature:  Rob's  Fuddy  Duddy;  Best  Miniamre:  Gleeful  Elf; 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes.  JoAnne  Baker  Praner.  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  Sigi  Falls, 
Ken  Barbie.  Best  Gesneriad:  Chirita  'Diane  Marie';  Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes, 
Gary  Gordon. 

BAY  STATE  AVS,  MA  -  Winners:  Best  ,WSA  Standard  Collection:  Cheny’  Ice, 
Designer  Dress,  Skagit  Rust)’:  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection;  Snuggles,  Ness’  Frosty 
Belle.  Rob's  Hot  Foot:  Best  Standard:  Designer  Dress,  Susan  Gimblet.  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  The  King,  Granger's  Wonderland,  Rapid  Transit,  Marie 
Montague.  Best  in  Show/Best  Trailer:  Adeara:  Best  Semiminiamre:  Little  Pro: 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Nancy  Manozzi.  Best  Miniamre:  Petite  Blarney:  Best 
Species:  Saintpaulia  orbicularis  \-ar.  pwpurea.  Robert  Clark.  Best  Gesneriad:  Chirita 
sinensis  x  self;  Best  Design,  Lisa  Di  Mambro.  Design  Sweepstakes,  Suzanne  Ress. 

BERGEN  COUNTY  AVS,  NJ  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Windy 
Day,  Ode  to  Beauty  Ness'  Midnight  Fantasy;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Audrey 
Buchanan,  Rob's  Hallucination:  Snuggles  Snow  Bab)’:  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard: 
Windy  Da)’;  Best  Semiminiamre:  Rob’s  Hallucination,  Barbara  Church.  2nd  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Granger’s  Pink  Nimbus,  Optimara  New  Mexico,  Ness’ 
Midnight  Fantas)',  Betty  Curry.  Best  Trailer:  Perk  Up,  Lucinda  Muni.  Best  Gesneriad: 
Chirita  sinensis  'Hisako'.  Lee  Borey.  Best  Design,  Frank  Senna.  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Richard  Curry.  Design  Sweepstakes,  Joe  De  Simon. 

CAPITAL  CITY  AVS,  CA  -  Winners:  Best  ,VVSA  Standard  Collection:  Bertha, 
Magnolia,  Maggie  Lee,  Leona  Faoro.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Milky  Way 
Trail,  Cirelda,  Rob's  Galiwinku;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  velutina  lite:  Best  Trailer: 
Milky  Way  Trail;  Best  Gesneriad:  Nautilocalyx  cordatus,  Jeani  Hatfield.  Best  in 
Show/Best  Standard:  Irish  Spring;  Best  Semiminiature:  Irish  Flirt,  Oscar  Faoro.  Best 
Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Barbara  Elkin.  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Cindi 
Nofziger. 
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CAPITAL  DISTRICT  A¥S,  NY  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection; 
Snow  Squall,  Wild  Irish  Rose,  September  Affair;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Irish 
Flirt,  Definitely  Danyl,  Moonsilk;  Best  in  Show/Best  Semiminiature:  Rob’s  Sarsparilla; 
Best  Standard:  Wild  Irish  Rose;  Best  Miniature:  Everdina;  Best  Ttailer:  Milky  Way  'Rail; 
Best  Species:  SaintpauUa  velutina-.  Best  Gesneriad:  Kohleria  ‘Emily  Roberts’, 
Margaret  Califano.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mlni/Semi  Collection:  Irish  Flirt,  Wee  Be,  Rob's 
Denim  Demon;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  George  McDonald.  Best  Design;  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Vincent  Ozimek. 

CEN-TEX  RAINBOW  AVC,  TX  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Rhapsodic  Erika,  Graffiti,  Lela  Marie;  Best  Standard:  Rhapsodic  Erika,  Maxine 
Garlick.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob's  Match  Point,  Ness'  Crinkle  Blue,  Irish 
Flirt;  Best  in  Show/Best  Semiminiature:  Katia;  Best  Miniature:  Mickey  Mouse; 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Blake  Mayfield.  Best  Species: 
SaintpauUa  orbicularis  var.  purpurea,  James  Sneed.  Best  Gesneriad:  Episcia 
'Peppermint  Brocade',  JoAnne  Rogers.  Best  Design,  Gloria  Du  Bose. 

CENTRAL  CALIFORNIA  AVS,  CA  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Ness'  Sno  Fun,  Ness’  Satin  Rose,  Rob’s  Cotton  Ball;  Best  in  Show/Best 
Semiminiature:  Ness'  Satin  Rose,  Laura  Hardcastle.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Optimara  Little  Comanche,  Rob's  Blue  Light,  Pink  Skies,  Stan  Barnes.  Best 
Standard:  Cherry  Sparkles;  Best  Gesneriad:  Episcia  ‘Cleopatra’,  Donnie  Bames.  Best 
Miniature:  Everdina;  Best  Railer:  Milky  Way  Rail;  Best  Design;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Renee  Wilson.  Best  Species:  SaintpauUa  velutina  lite,  Helen  Sepe. 
Design  Sweepstakes,  Laveme  Cottet. 

CENTRAL  FLORIDA  AVS,  FL  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Grandmother's  Halo,  Rodeo  Showgirl,  Ropic  Heat;  Best  in  Show/Best  Semiminiature: 
Shutter  Bug;  Best  Standard:  Grandmother’s  Halo;  Best  Gesneriad:  Sinningia  'Teddy'; 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Eivie  Clendenning.  Best  Miniature: 
Little  Missy.  Evelyn  Briggs.  Best  TVailer:  Candy  Fountain,  Nell  Ransone.  Best 
Species:  SaintpauUa  velutina  lite,  Lois  Spraybeny.  Best  Design,  Catherine 
Boyberger. 

CENTRAL  JERSEY  AVS,  NJ  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  CoUection: 
Rhapsodic  Mary.  Picturesque,  Splendiferous;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Hondo 
Honey,  Rob’s  Jee  Jim,  Dean's  Aquarius;  Best  Semiminiature:  Rob’s  Fuddy  Duddy;  Best 
Miniature:  Optimara  Little  Moonstone;  Best  Railer:  Milky  Way  Rail;  Best  Gesneriad: 
Streptocarpus  'Bristol’s  Sunset’;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Ron  Ennis.  Best  in 
Show/Best  Standard:  Rose  Lisere,  Dale  Jasaitis.  Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes, 
Jan  Murasko. 

CINCINNATI  AVS,  OH  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Optimara 
Little  Ruby,  Wichita  Baby,  Rob's  Willy  Nilly;  Best  Miniature:  Optimara  Little  Ruby;  Best 
Species:  SaintpauUa  tongwensis-,  Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Penny 
Wichman.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Definitely  Danyl,  Snuggles  Little 
Dreamer,  Sugar  Bear  Blues;  Best  Semiminiature:  Definitely  Darryl,  Helen  Chambers. 
Best  in  Show/Best  Standard:  Sharon's  Way;  Best  Gesneriad:  Sinningia  leucotricha, 
Sharon  Holtzman.  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Margie  Slye. 

COPPER  CITY  AVS,  NY  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Baker's 
Lynn,  Baker’s  Carrie,  Baker’s  Ruth,  Paul  Davidson.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection; 
Optimara  Little  Aztec;  Ness’  Crinkle  Blue,  Midnight  Rascal;  Best  Semiminiature:  Ness’ 
Crinkle  Blue;  Best  Miniature;  Rob's  Twinkle  Pink;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Cathy 
Best.  Best  in  Show:  Bertha,  Bill  and  Robin  Yager.  Best  TYailer:  Ramblin’  Angel,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wilson  Hart.  Best  Design,  Bill  Yager.  Design  Sweepstakes,  Robin  Yager. 

DELAWARE  AVS,  DE  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Favorite 
Child,  Bertha,  jean;  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection;  Rob’s  Macho  Devil,  Aca’s 
Merry  Maty,  Precious  Pink;  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard:  Jean;  Best  Miniature:  Rob's 
Twinkle  Blue;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Bessie  Pyle. 

DESERT  SUN  AVS,  AZ  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Lyon’s 
Pirate’s  Treasure,  Optimara  Michelangelo;  Optimara  Georgia;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Baby  Brian,  Rob’s  Boolaroo,  Rob's  Wagga  Wagga;  Best  in  Show/Best 
Standard:  Lyon's  Pirate’s  TYeasure;  Best  Gesneriad:  Episcia  ‘Silver  Skies’;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Marlene  Buck.  Best  Semiminiature;  Rob’s  Sarsparilla;  Best  TYailer: 
Sweet  Amy  Sue,  Thelma  Heinrich.  Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Julie  Gibson. 
Best  Species:  SaintpauUa grandifolia  ^237.  Dawn  McNeese. 

EARLY  BIRD  VIOLET  CLUB,  AL  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Christine,  Ness’  Minnesota  Splash,  Apache  Thtget;  Best  in  Show/Best  'Ifailer:  Sundown 
TLail;  Best  Standard:  Apache  Thtget;  Best  Species:  SaintpauUa  nitida-,  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Mike  Barksdale.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Irish  Flirt,  Rob’s 
Calypso  Beat,  Ness’  Crinkle  Blue;  Best  Semiminiature:  Rob’s  Mad  Cat,  Sandra 
Campbell.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Optimara  Little  Crystal,  Optimara 
Little  Amethyst,  Optimara  Little  Ruby;  Best  Miniature:  Optimara  Little  Crystal;  Best 
Gesneriad:  Columnea  ‘Aladdin’s  Lamp’,  Ramona  Hodges.  Best  Design;  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Donna  Henderson. 

E'VENING  AVC  OF  DES  MOINES,  LA  -  Winners:  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard: 
Optimara  Ontario,  Muriel  Brill.  Best  Semiminiature:  Ness’  Crinkle  Blue,  Ken 
Wilkinson.  Best  Miniature:  Rob’s  Voodoo  Blue,  Harry  Jochems.  Best  Uailer: 
Foxwood  IVail,  Wil  Page.  Best  Gesneriad:  Streptocarpus  ‘Diane’,  Gloria  Slater. 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Joan  Watts.  Design  Sweepstakes,  Kathy  Mathews. 


FIRST  AVS  OF  DENTON,  TX  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Marching  Band,  Rodeo  Countiy,  Fredette’s  Strawberry  Ripples;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Pat  Champagne,  Hector,  Rob’s  Fuddy  Duddy:  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard: 
Rodeo  Countiy;  Best  Semiminiature:  Rob's  Fuddy  Duddy;  Best  Trailer:  Pixie  Blue; 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Richard  Nicholas.  Best  Species:  SaintpauUa  velutina  lite; 
Design  Sweepstakes,  Janet  Castiglione.  Best  Gesneriad:  Streptocarpus  'Bristol’s 
Petunia’,  Phyllis  Reuss.  Best  Design,  Eunice  Curry. 

FIRST  AVS  OF  V/ICHITA  FALLS,  TX  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection;  Annabelle,  Ode  to  Beauty.  Windy  Day;  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard: 
Annabelle;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Allene  Peek.  Best  Gesneriad;  Ncmatanthus 
‘Black  Gold';  Design  Sweepstakes,  Joanie  Sleeper.  Best  Design,  Mary  Walbrick. 

GARDEN  STATE  AVC,  NJ  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Ness' 
Candy  Pink,  Ness’  White  Bear,  Outrage;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Senii  Collection:  Cupid's  Kiss, 
Rob’s  Antique  Rose,  That’s  Show  Biz;  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard/Best  Species: 
SaintpauUa  grandifolia  #299;  Best  Miniature:  Persian  Prince;  Best  TYailer:  Pixie  Trail; 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Fred  Hill.  Best  Semiminiature:  Rob’s  Boondoggle,  Sheila 
Ando.  Best  Gesneriad:  Alsobia  dianthiflora.  Heather  Menzel.  Best  Design,  Beverly 
Lueschen.  Design  Sweepstakes,  William  Lueschen. 

GULF  AVC,  FL  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Michiko,  Tiger,  Tme 
Blue  Miracle,  Lilian  Scott.  2iid  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Picasso,  Ness’  Candy 
Pink.  Ellen  Griffin’s  Pride;  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob's  Boogie  Woogie, 
Rob’s  Outer  Orbit,  Ness’  Cranbeny  Swirl;  Best  Species:  SaintpauUa  cotifisa;  Best 
Gesneriad:  Streptocarpus  'William  Waidelick’;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes;  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Anna  Marie  Rinick.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Ice 
Maiden.  Rob's  Iridium  Queen,  Rob's  Boogie  Woogie;  Best  Semiminiature:  Rob’s  Ice 
Maiden;  Best  Miniature:  Rob's  Cheny  Soda,  Lois  Giles.  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard: 
Ness’  Candy  Pink,  Toni  Loosemore.  Best  TTailer:  Sunrise  Waltz,  Maiy  Alice 
O’Connor.  Best  Design,  Mary  Morgan. 

HEART  OF  mIssOURI  AVS,  MO  -  Winners:  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard: 
Rainbow’s  Quiet  Riot;  Best  Semiminiature:  Rob's  Antique  Rose;  Best  Miniature:  Rob's 
Angelie,  Peg©?  Payne.  Best  Trailer:  Cupcake  Trail;  Best  Gesneriad:  Streptocarpus 
'Bristol's  Suzy  Que’;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Dorothy  Anderson.  Best  Design; 
Design  Sweepstakes,  Barbara  Schuette. 

ILLINOIS  AVS,  IL  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Optimara 
Trinidad,  Aca’s  Flying  Free.  Aca’s  Margaret  Joan;  Best  Trailer;  Honeysuckle  Rose;  Best 
Gesneriad:  Streptocarpus  ‘Sensation’,  Gary  Mikita.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Ness’  Blue  Velvet,  Ness'  Happy  Freckles,  Ness’  Sassy  Lassy;  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Ness’  Angel  Eyes,  Ness'  Sheer  Peach,  Ness’  Red  Flash;  Best 
Standard:  Ness’  Bangle  Blue;  Best  Miniature;  Ness’  Angel  Babe;  Horticuiture 
Sweepstakes,  Dixie  Williams.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  White  Dew,  Ness' 
Crinkle  Blue,  Mini  Papa;  Best  in  Show/Best  Semiminiature:  White  Dew,  Deborah 
Raising.  Best  Species:  SaintpauUa  mpicola,  Jean  Willey.  Best  Design,  Claudia 
Golab. 

LAKES  AREA  VIOLET  GROWERS,  MN  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Ness'  Candy  Pink.  Ness’  Forever  Blue.  Ness’  Viking  Maiden,  Jean  Ness. 
2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Chiffon  Print,  Rhapsodic  Stephanie,  The  Alps.  Ken 
Rein.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Ness’  Mini  Sota,  Ness’  TV'inkle  Pink,  Beginner’s 
Luck;  Best  in  Show/Best  Semiminiature:  Ness’  Twinkle  Pink;  Best  Standard:  Ness’ 
Candy  Pink;  Best  Trailer:  Baby  Brian;  Best  Species:  SaintpauUa  mpicola;  Best  Design; 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Kathy  Lahti.  Best  Miniature:  Optimara  Little  Ctystal; 
Design  Sweepstakes,  Judith  Neumann.  Best  Gesneriad:  Episcia  ‘Strawberry  Patch', 
Elizabeth  Frigstad. 

LAKE  SHORE  AVS,  IL  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Bob  Serbin, 
Rebel’s  Splatter  Kake,  Granger's  Wonderland;  Best  Standard:  Granger's  Wonderland, 
Steven  Covolo.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Pat  Champagne,  Rob’s  Match  Point, 
Definitely  Danyd;  Best  in  Show/Best  Semiminiature;  Definitely  Danyl;  Best  Miniattire: 
Petite  Jewel,  Janice  Brans.  Best  Trailer:  Cheny  Blossom  Trail,  Carol  Allegrett.  Best 
Species:  SaintpauUa  orbicularis  var.  pwpurea,  Morgan  Simmons,  Best  Gesneriad: 
Streptocarpus  ‘Museum  of  Art’;  Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Patricia  Harms. 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Anna  Jean  Landgren. 

LONG  ISLAND  AVS,  NY  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Lela 
Marie;  The  Alps;  Lady  Blue;  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard:  Lela  Marie;  Best  Gesneriad: 
Episcia  ‘Raspberry  Thrt’,  Dorothy  Vogt.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection;  Paradise 
Pink,  Tiger,  Blushing  Ivoiy,  Florence  Schnaufer.  Best  Semiminiattire:  Snuggles; 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Lois  Szostak.  Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes, 
Rosemary  Macaluso. 

METROPOLITAN  ST.  LOUIS  AV  COUNCIL,  MO  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Ness'  Midnight  Fantasy,  Bertha.  Aca's  Coral  Beauty,  Marilyn 
Evensen.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Optimara  Little  Aztec,  Cupid’s  Kiss, 
Beginner’s  Luck;  Best  in  Show/Best  Miniature:  Optimara  Rose  Quartz;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Susan  Hapner.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Definitely  Darnd, 
Dean’s  Aquarius,  Joy’s  Pink  Halo,  Ardath  Miller.  Best  Standard:  Smooch  Me.  Marion 
Hamtil.  Best  Semiminiature:  Rob's  Pink  Puff,  Janet  Graves.  Best  Ttailet:  Milky  Way 
Ttail,  Margaret  Kline.  Best  Species:  SaintpauUa  Sigi  Falls.  Gary  Dunlap.  Best 
Gesneriad:  Streptocarpus  ‘Bristol's  Kiss  Me’,  Doris  Natale.  Best  Design;  Design 
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Sweepstakes,  Fran  Russom. 

THE  MONCTONIAN  AVS,  CANADA  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Red  Robe,  Fantasy  Maker,  Rain  Man;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection: 
Rob's  Antique  Rose,  Rob's  Sarsparilla,  Rob's  Ragamuffin;  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard; 
Red  Robe;  Best  Semiminiature:  Rob's  Sarsparilla;  Best  Miniature:  Aca's  Pink  Pet;  Best 
Ttailer:  Rob's  Lilli  Pilli;  Best  Gesneriad:  Kohleria  'Jester';  Horticulture  Sweepstakes, 
Sharon  Bailey.  Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Eva  Belliveau. 

MONTGOMERY  AVS,  AL  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Picasso, 
Wrangler's  Luv  Texas,  Ode  to  Beauty;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Irish  Flirt, 
Precious  Pink,  Rob's  Hot  Foot;  Best  Standard:  Holiday  Lights;  Best  Miniature:  Rob's  ice 
Ripples;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Mary  Chamberland.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Makin'  Romance,  Chiffon  Print,  My  Wicked  Ways;  Best  TLailer:  Ramblin' 
Sunshine;  Best  Gesneriad;  Streptocarpus  'Helene';  Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes, 
Donna  Ferguson.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Ness'  Satin  Rose,  Pat 
Champagne,  Teen  Sweetheart;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  velutina  lite.  Peg  Ph5Thyon. 

MOONLIGHT  AFRICAN  VIOLETS  AND  FORT  WORTH  AFRICAN  'VIO¬ 
LETS,  TX  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Maty  Craig,  Vintage  Wine, 
Brazos  Blue;  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard:  Maty  Craig,  Virginia  Linson,  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Cupid's  Kiss,  Red  Bandito,  White  Dew;  Best  Semiminiature:  Red 
Bandito;  Best  'lYailer:  Cirelda;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Alex  Early.  Best  Gesneriad: 
Streptocarpus  ‘Something  Special',  TTessie  Barker,  Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes, 
Bonnie  Harris. 

NORTH  CENTRAL  ARKANSAS  AVS,  AR  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Picotee  Petticoat,  Natchurly  Nawlins,  Fishemian's  Paradise;  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Ness'  Satin  Rose,  Ness'  Crinkle  Blue,  Rob's  Boogie  Woogie;  Best 
in  Show/Best  TLailer:  Deer  TYail;  Best  Semiminiature:  Rob's  Boogie  Woogie,  Alice 
Brown.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Ward  Brown,  Shameless  Flirt,  Fisher's 
Leone;  Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Danny  Tidwell.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Rob's  Ice  Ripples,  Rob's  Twinkle  Pink,  Ness'  Angel  Babe-,  Best  Miniature: 
Ness'  Angel  Babe;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Kirby  Maggard.  Best  Standard: 
Wrangler's  Savage  Love;  Best  Gesneriad:  Streptocarpus  ‘Midnight  Flame',  Barbara 
Dye.  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  rupicola,  Lynda  Harkenreader. 

NORTH  STAR  AV  COUNCIL,  MN  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Bud's  Gianna,  Smooch  Me,  Annabelle;  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard:  Bud's  Gianna, 
Sharon  Johnson.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Barbara  Ann,  The  Alps, 
Heavenly  Notes;  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob's  Whippoorwill,  Rob's 
Fuzzy  Navel,  Rob's  Boogie  Woogie;  Best  Design,  Barbara  Wemess.  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  California  Sunset,  Joy's  Pink  Halo,  Dean's  Faded  Rose; 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Sandy  Officer.  Best  Semiminiature;  Fantastic  Fantasy;  Best 
TVailer:  Honeysuckle  Rose;  Best  Gesneriad:  Streptocarpus  ‘Bristol's  Moonlit  Sky', 
Carol  Semray,  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  corxfusa,  Ruth  Bann.  Design  Sweepstakes, 
Retha  Johnson. 

POMONA  VALLEY  AVS,  CA  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection; 
Maty  Craig,  Marching  Band,  Wrangler's  El  Diablo;  Best  Miniature:  Petite  Jewel;  Best 
Trailer:  Rob's  Boolaroo,  Gini  McCanne.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Apache 
Diamond,  Victorian  Flirt,  French  Lilac;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection;  Irish  Flirt, 
Rob's  Heat  Wave,  Rob's  Fuddy  Duddy;  Best  in  Show/Best  Semiminiature:  Rob's  Outer 
Orbit;  Best  Design;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Pat  Vinciguerra, 
Best  Standard:  Bertha;  Best  Gesneriad:  Sinningia  'Bewitched',  Dorothy  Kosowsky, 

QUAD-CITIES  AVS,  lA  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Annabelle,  Nortex’s  Valentine  Haven,  Optimara  Monet;  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard; 
Nortex's  Valentine  Haven;  Best  Semiminiature;  Ness'  Crinkle  Blue;  Best  Gesneriad: 
Streptocarpus  'Velma',  Celia  Schafer.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Optimara 
Little  Moonstone,  Rob's  Starberty,  Optimara  Little  Amethyst;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Carol  Boyd.  Best  Miniature:  Ballet  Blue  Ice.  Alma  Lavine.  Best  Trailer: 
Little  Chippery  Ttail;  Best  Design,  Jackie  Jones. 

RICHMOND  AVS,  VA  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Ode  to 
Beauty,  Optimara  Michelangelo,  Painted  Desert:  Best  Standard:  Ode  to  Beauty;  Best 
Design;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Barbara  Peterson.  Best  in 
Show/Best  Semiminiature;  Ness'  Satin  Rose.  Kitty  Hedgepeth.  Best  Miniature:  Dean's 
Ivoty  Lace,  Vicki  Carr.  Best  Trailer:  Sundown  Trail;  Best  Gesneriad:  Columnea  ‘Broget 
Stavanger',  Alice  Grundy.  Best  Species;  Saintpaulia grandifolia,  Cathy  Akers. 

ROCKY  MOUNTAIN  AV  COUNCIL,  CO  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Picasso,  The  Alps,  Apache  Warbonnet;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection: 
Rob's  Cool  Faiit,  Ness'  Sno  Fun,  California  Sunset;  Best  Semiminiature:  Rob's  Heebie 
Jeebie,  Trudy  Brekel.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Optimara  Little  Ruby, 
Optimara  Little  Fluorite,  Cutie;  Best  in  Show/Best  Trailer:  Wood  TTail;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Nelly  Levine.  Best  Standard:  Ness'  Coral  Sunset;  Best  Miniature:  Aly's 
Blizzard  Bunny,  Betty  Margetts.  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  pendula  var.  kizarae, 
Fran  Ratte.  Best  Gesneriad:  Streptocarpus  ‘Serins',  Billie  Golla.  Best  Design, 
Coleen  Clark. 

THE  SAINTPAULIA  SOCIETY  OF  LONG  ISLAND,  NY  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Lela  Marie,  Mindi's  Tears,  Bud's  Melanie;  Best  in 
Show/Best  Standard:  Lela  Marie:  Best  Trailer:  Perk  Up,  Jane  Weber.  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Anastasia,  Lyon's  TTopical  Sunset,  Lyon's  Pirate's  Treasure;  Best 


AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Ness'  Crinkle  Blue,  Rob's  Calypso  Beat,  Sugar  Bear  Blues; 
Best  Semiminiature:  Ness'  Crinkle  Blue;  Best  Miniature:  Pink  June  Bug;  Best  Species: 
Saintpaulia  grandifolia-,  Best  Gesneriad:  Petrocosmea  'Momo';  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Joseph  Palagonia.  Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Claire 
Schirtzer. 

SAN  MATEO  COUNTY  AVS,  CA  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection; 
Rhapsodic  Clementine,  Makin'  Romance,  Wild  Irish  Rose;  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard: 
Rhapsodie  Clementine;  Best  Gesneriad:  Streptocarpus  ‘Raven's  Wing',  Carolee 
Carter.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob's  Boogie  Woogie,  Ness'  Crinkle  Blue, 
Rob's  Hot  Foot;  Best  Semiminiature:  Rob's  Boogie  Woogie;  Best  Miniature:  Petite  Jewel, 
Charmion  Woolfe.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Teen  Thunder,  Rob's 
Antique  Rose,  Irish  Flirt,  Heather  Morgan.  Best  Trailer:  Rob's  Galiwinku,  Sam 
McKenna.  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  difficilis,  Madeline  Thube.  Best  Design;  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Thelma  Walther.  Horticulmre  Sweepstakes,  Enid  Wood. 

SPRINGFIELD  AVC,  OH  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Tiger, 
Wrangler's  Jealous  Heart,  Picasso;  Best  TTailen  Fancy  TTail,  Linda  Owens.  2nd  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Tiger,  Aca's  Red  Ember,  Candy  Swirls;  Best  in  Show/Best 
Standard:  Candy  Swirls;  Horticulmre  Sweepstakes,  Janice  Carr.  Best  AVSA  MinPSemi 
Collection:  Snuggles  Blushing  Doll,  Pat  Champagne,  Mini  Papa;  Best  Sernirniniamre: 
Mini  Papa;  Best  Gesneriad:  Episcia  'Raspberry  Creme';  Design  Sweepstakes,  Betty 
Bartley.  Best  Miniamre:  Dawn  Michelle,  Florence  Borton.  Best  Design,  Laraine 
Hune. 

STAMPEDE  CITY  AVS,  CALGARY  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Blue  Mink,  Rapid  Transit,  Royal  Flair;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob's  Hot 
Chocolate,  Lace  Shadows,  Ness'  Satin  Rose;  Best  in  Show/Best  Trailer:  Beacon  TTail, 
Jean  Melnechuk.  2rid  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Wrangler's  Dixie  Celebration, 
Hearts  Aglow,  Melodie  Sheila;  Best  Standard:  Perhaps  Love;  Horticulmre  Sweepstakes, 
Gertrud  Schneider.  Best  Semiminiature;  Sassy  Sister;  Best  Design,  Murna 
Kosowan.  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  orbicularis  var.  purpurea,  Margaret  Gratto. 
Best  Gesneriad:  Streptocarpus  ‘Bristol's  Luv  It',  Winston  Goretsky. 

THIMBLE  ISLANDS  AVS,  CT  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Ness'  Bangle  Blue,  Looking  Glass,  Heavenly  Notes;  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard: 
Kilauea;  Best  Sernirniniamre:  Rob's  Sarsparilla;  Best  Miniamre:  Rob's  Soliloquy; 
Horticulmre  Sweepstakes,  Nancy  Gilson.  Best  Gesneriad:  Sinningia  leucotricha,  John 
Cacace.  Best  Design,  Charlene  Boyce. 

TIDEWATER  AVS,  VA  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Vintage 
Wine,  Fredette's  Moonflower,  Powder  Keg;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Snuggles 
Little  Dreamer.  Candy  Ciystals,  Von's  Small  Gift;  Best  in  Show/Best  Sernirniniamre: 
Snuggles  Little  Dreamer;  Best  Standard:  Vintage  Wine,  Ellen  Stallings.  2nd  Best 
AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob's  Wagga  Wagga,  Rob's  Lilli  Pilli,  Rob's  Boolaroo;  Best 
Trailer:  Rob's  Wagga  Wagga;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  House  of  Amani,  Pat  Knight. 
Best  Gesiieriad:  Chirita  'Kazu',  Sue  Hoffmann.  Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes, 
Marie  Mulroy.  Horticulmre  Sweepstakes,  Carol  Van. 

UNION  COUNTY  CHAPTER,  AVSA,  NJ  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Winnergreen,  Snuggles,  Little  Pro;  Best  in  Show/Best  Sernirniniamre:  Little 
Pro;  Best  Miniamre:  Rob's  Twinkle  Blue-,  Horticulmre  Sweepstakes,  Muriel  Lawrence. 
Best  Standard:  Raspberry  Halo,  Walther  Ott.  Best  Gesneriad:  Episcia  ‘Pink  Dreams', 
Jill  Fischer.  Best  Design,  Jean  Peters.  Design  Sweepstakes:  Faith  Perrin. 

UNPREDICTABLE  AVS,  MO  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Rain 
Man,  Ness'  Coral  Sunset,  Favorite  Child;  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob's 
Heat  Wave,  Rob’s  Boondoggle,  Rob's  Scooter;  Best  Sernirniniamre:  Tomboy  Blue;  Best 
Miniamre:  Aly's  Blizzard  Bunny;  Horticulmre  Sweepstakes,  Wilma  Wolverton.  Best 
AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Marion’s  Enchanted  TTail,  Rob’s  Lilli  Pilli,  Rob’s  Toorooka-, 
Best  Trailer;  Marion's  Enchanted  TTail,  Sue  Hill.  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard: 
Wrangler's  Winter  Hawk.  Beulah  Cupito.  Best  Species;  Saintpaulia  grandifolia  #237, 
Katsuko  Davison.  Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Deanna  Loeffler. 

VIOLET  PATCH  OF  SOUTH  FLORIDA,  FL  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Monique,  Happy  Harold,  Coral  Kiss;  Best  Standard:  Private  Dancer,  Lia 
Hemphill.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Irish  Flirt,  Ness’  Satin  Rose,  Lyon’s  Wine 
Drops;  Best  in  Show/Best  Sernirniniamre:  Ness’  Satin  Rose;  Best  Miniamre:  Ness' 
Angel  Blush;  Horticulmre  Sweepstakes,  Linda  Castellanos.Best  Trailer:  Ramblin’ 
Dots;  Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Lynn  Di  Mario.  Best  Species;  Saintpaulia 
pendula,  Jan  Mink.  Best  Gesneriad:  Streptocarpus  'Jennifer',  Elizabeth  Stanley. 

■VIOLETS  AND  FRIENDS  CLUB,  OH  -  Winners:  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard: 
Optimara  Molokai;  Best  Gesneriad;  Streptocarpus  ‘Bristol’s  Luv  It';  Horticulmre 
Sweepstakes;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Terena  Stotler.  Best  Sernirniniamre:  Rob’s  Hot 
Foot;  Best  Design,  Shirley  Jones. 

WINDSOR  AVS,  CT  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Ness'  Disco 
Belle,  Wild  Irish  Rose,  Frosty  Spring;  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard:  Ness’  Disco  Belle; 
Best  Sernirniniamre:  Rob’s  Boogie  Woogie;  Horticulmre  Sweepstakes,  Sylvia  Thub. 
Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Perfect  Peach,  Irish  Flirt,  Cathy’s  Fireworks, 
Charlotte  Howson.  Best  Miniamre;  Rob’s  Rinky  Dink;  Best  Design,  Nancy  Hayes. 
Best  Trailer:  Pbde  Blue;  Best  Gesneriad:  Sinningia  speciosa  'Regina',  Cindy  Fagan. 
Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  velutina  lite,  David  Peterson.  Design  Sweepstakes,  Marcia 
Kilpatrick. 
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IS  AN  AVSA  NATIONAL 
CONVENTION  FOR  YOU? 


You  bet!  Let  me  tell 
you  about  the  Omaha, 

Nebraska  2000  AVSA 
Convention.  To  start  my 
tale  off,  our  plane  departed 
Sacramento  International 
Airport  at  6:30  a.m.  on 
Sunday  May  21.  This  is 
really  before  breakfast  you 
know... 

With  just  “the  Weaver 
Woman”  and  I  in  our  room, 
we  broke  in  a  new  room¬ 
mate.  I  hope  Carolee  Carter  has  recovered  from  her  ordeal  by 
now.  Ever  been  short-sheeted? 

Monday  brought  lovely  weather  with  a  little  humidity. 
Our  group  took  Tour  Two,  and  Omaha’s  Henry  Doorley  Zoo 
was  gorgeous.  Next  was  the  IMAX  Theater  and  the  film  on 
porpoises.  (What  is  the  plural  of  porpoise?) 

On  the  next  day,  Ihesday,  we  took  Tour  Three,  “Westward 
Ho”,  the  starting  place  for  most  of  the  wagon  trains  heading 
west  on  the  Oregon  Trail.  A  box  lunch  was  served  at  Fort 
Atkinson  State  Historical  Park.  No  napping  on  this  tour. 

Tuesday  evening  it  was  a  trip  to  the  Old  Market  in  Historic 
Omaha.  Six  of  us,  all  from  California,  had  a  very  good  time  at 
the  Upstream  Brewing  Company.  It’s  a  small  brewery  with 
excellent  food.  Our  entertainment  was  provided  by  the  Head 
Chef,  Gary  Hoffman,  who  served  complementary  desserts.  Did 
1  say  anything  about  lack  of  sleep? 

Wednesday  morning  brought  the  Board  Meeting  for  me 
and  a  shopping  tour  for  the  rest  of  the  gang.  Wednesday 
evening  we  all  loaded  onto  another  bus  for  our  trip  to 
Mahoney  State  Park.  Here  we  were  served  an  excellent  buffet 
dinner  and  enjoyed  a  fabulous  melodrama.  If  you’ve  never 
hissed  the  villain  and  thrown  popcorn  you  haven’t  seen  a 
good  melodrama.  What  did  you  say  about  napping? 

Thursday,  7:30  a.m.,  the  Sales  Room  opened!!!  We  had 
been  waiting  all  week  just  for  this  day.  Before  I  could  have  my 


spending  spree,  I  had 
gotten  up  early  to  attend 
the  Teacher’s  Breakfast.  No 
rest  here  either,  nod  off  and 
you  missed  that  great  buy! 
Thursday  was  also  the  day 
Doris  and  I  were  to  sit  at 
the  AVSA  Sales  Thble.  This 
is  were  you  really  meet  the 
people. 

Friday,  of  course,  was 
the  day  for  Judging, 
Workshops  and  the 
Opening  Banquet.  That  meant  another  early  start  for  us. 
Dress-up  costumes  were  in  order  for  Doris  and  I.  During 
dinner  we  were  entertained  with  a  murder  mystery,  and 
although  we  tried,  we  missed  the  villain  completely. 

After  the  banquet  it  was  time  to  head  for  the  room  and  a 
much  needed  rest.  However,  it  was  up  at  5:30  the  next 
morning,  Saturday,  to  attend  the  Judge’s  Breakfast.  After 
breakfast  it  was  back  to  the  Sales  Room  for  more  treasures. 
After  the  Saturday  Luncheon  the  auction  was  held.  There 
were  many  lovely  things  and  rare  plants  were  offered.  All  you 
needed  was  money.  The  Chirita  leaves  I  wanted  went  for 
more  money  than  I  had  left.  I  think  the  Sales  Room  got  to  me 
first. 

Sunday  it  was  up  at  3:30,  that’s  9:00  a.m.  of  course,  for 
the  trip  home.  We  were  all  dead  on  our  feet.  A  nap  was  in 
order  here.  Ah... the  wonders  of  sleep.  Some  of  the  highlights 
of  this  convention  where,  meeting  new  people,  the  Koalas  and 
the  Aquarium  at  the  Zoo,  the  Melodrama  and  of  course  my 
wonderful  friends. 

Attending  an  AVSA  Convention  is  worth  every  bit  of 
missed  sleep.  Our  next  convention  will  be  held  in  Chicago. 
Please  keep  May  27  through  June  3,  2001  open.  Now  is  the 
time  to  catch  up  on  your  rest  because  during  the  convention 
you  won’t  get  any.  If  you  catch  me  napping,  kindly  wake  me 
up,  I  might  miss  something. 


by  Barbara  Elkin 
Auburn,  CA 


Doris  “The  Weaver  Woman  ”  and  Barbara  Elkin 
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September  9  -  CALIFORNIA 

AVS  of  San  Francisco  Plant  Sale 
San  Francisco  County  Fair  Bldg 
Ninth  Avenue  @  Lincoln  Way 
San  Francisco.  CA 

September  16  &  17  -  CALIFORNIA 
Delta  Gesneriad  and  AV  Society 
Show/Sale 

Shepard  Garden  and  Arts  Center 

5300  McKinley  Blvd 

Sacramento.  CA 

Sept  16  -  2pm  -  5pm 

Sept  17  -  10am  -  5pm 

Info:  Lynn  Lombard  (530)  637  -  9000 

September  22  &  23  -  TEXAS 

Alpha  AVS.  First  of  Dallas  AVS  and  First  Nighter  AVS 
Combined  Sale 

Plano  Market  Square  Mall  (Garden  Ridge) 

Ave  K  at  Spring  Creek  Pkwy 
Plano.  TX 

Sept  22  -  10am  -  9pm 
Sept  23  -  10am  -  6pm 
Info:  (927)  278  -  0389 


September  30  -  October  1  -  ILLINOIS 
Glenvievv/North  Shore  AVS  Display/Sale 
Chicago  Botanic  Garden,  Glencoe,  IL 
Sept  30  -  9am  -  5pm 
Oct  1  -  10am  -  4pm 

Info:  Barbara  Goodsell  (847)  729  -  1690 

September  30  -  October  1  -  MICHIGAN 
Michigan  State  AVS  Display/Sale 
Matthaei  Botanical  Gardens 
1 800  Dixboro  Rd. 

Ann  Arbor.  MI 

Sept  30  ■  10am  -  4:30pm 

Oct  1  -  1  lam  -  2pm 

Info:  Loreen  Callentine  (517)  345  -  9053 

September  30  -  NEBRASKA 
Omaha  AVS  Fall  Show 
West  Roads  Mall 
102  &  W.  Dodge  Rd. 

Omaha.  NE 

Hours:  10am  -  9pm 

Info:  Perry  Robinson  (402)  280  -  2882 

September  30  &  October  1  -  FLORIDA 
Florida  AV  Council  Show/Sale 
Lakeland  Square  Mall 
US  98  North  (North  of  1-4,  Exit  18) 

Sept  -  30  -  10am  -  9pm 
Oct  1  -  noon  -  5:30pm 
Info:  Christal  Collier  (863)  686  -  9049 

October  6  -  8  -  MINNESOTA 

Lakes  Area  Violet  Growers  Display/Sale 

Maplewood  Mall.  White  Bear  Ave 

Maplewood,  MN 

Oct  6  -  10am  -  9pm 

Oct  7  -  10am  -  6pm 

Oct  8  -  1  lam  -  6pm 

Info:  lean  Ness  (651)  429  -  4109 

October  7  -  ARKANSAS 
Bella  Vista  AVC  Plant  Sale 
Dixieland  Mall 
Rogers,  AR 
Hours:  1 0am  -  3pm 
Info:  Beth  Ihllant  (501)  273  -  9717 

October  7  -  WASHINGTON 

Saintpaulia  Society  of  Thcoma  Plant  Sale 

Poole's  Nurseiy  and  Garden  Center 

6th  &  Union 

Thcoma,  WA 

Hours:  10am  -  3pm 

Info:  Marilyn  Stene  (253)  404  -  0093 

October  7  -  OREGON 

Portland  AVS  Plant  Sale 
Thbor  Heights  Methodist  Church 
6161  SE  Stark  Street 
Portland,  OR 
Hours:  10am  -  4pm 
Info:  Charlotte  Smith  (503)  771  -  5762 
Ruth  lones  (503)  223  -  9855 


September  23  &  24  -  ARIZONA 
Tucson  AVS  Plant  Sale 
El  Con  Mall 

E.  Broadway,  east  of  Country  Club 

Tucson,  AZ 

Sept  23  -  9am  -  9pm 

Sept  24  -  9am  -  5pm 

Info:  Cindy  Baker  (520)  878  -  0588 


October  7  &  8  -  LOUISIANA 

Louisiana  Council  of  AV  judges  and  Growers  Show/Sale 
Lakeside  Shopping  Center 
3301  Veterans  Blvd. 

Metairie,  LA 
Oct  7  -  2pm  -  9pm 
Oct  8  -  noon  -  6pm 

Info:  Audrey  Voorhees  (504)  282  -  6492 


September  23  &  24  -  PENNSYLVANIA 

Pittsburgh  Violet  and  Gesneriad  Society  Exhibit/Sale 

Northland  Public  Library 

300  Cumberland  Rd 

Pittsburgh,  PA 

Sept  23  -  10am  -  5pm 

Sept  24  -  1pm  -  3:30pm 

Info:  Georgene  Albrecht  (724)  693  -  8666 

Email:  georgenea@beIlatlantic.net 

September  24  -  ONTARIO,  CANADA 
Toronto  AVS  Plant  Sale 
Civic  Garden  Center,  Edwards  Gardens 
777  Lawrence  Ave.,  East  at  Leslie 
Toronto.  Ontario.  Canada 
Hours:  1pm  -  4  pm 
Info:  Robin  Cotton  (905)  349  -  2501 

September  30  -  CALIFORNIA 
Fancy  Bloomers  AVS  Show/Sale 
Coddington  Mall 
Guernville  Rd  @  Hwy  101 
Santa  Rosa.  CA 
Show  -  1  -  5pm 
Sale  -  1 0am  -  5pm 
info:  Byron  Borck  (707)  527  -  8362 


October  13  -  15  -  WISCONSIN 

Wisconsin  Council  of  AV  Clubs  Annual  Show 
East  Towne  Mall 
Madison,  WI 

Oct  13  &  14  -  10am  -  9pm 
Oct  15  -  1  lam  -  6pm 

October  15  -  MASSACHUSETTS 

Bay  State  AVS  Annual  Dinner  and  Business  Meeting 

Waltham  Field  Station 

Waltham,  MA 

Plant  Sale:  1  lam 

Dinner:  1pm 

Speaker:  Paul  Sorano  of  Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses 
Info:  Anne  Marie  Flynn  (508)  435  -  71 13 
Email:  amf6024@aol.com 

October  21  &  22  -  CALIFORNIA 
Thousands  Oaks  Show/Sale 
Thousand  Oaks  Library 
1401  E.  lanss  Rd. 

Thousand  Oaks,  CA 

Oct  21  -  1  lam  -  5pm 

Oct  22  -  I  pm  -  4pm 

Info:  Marcia  Shaver  (805)  495  -  0218 


October  25  -  29  -  CALIFORNIA 
California  AV  Councils  Convention 
Four  Points  Sheraton  Hotel  (805)  658  -  1212 
1050  Schooner  Dr. 

Ventura.  CA 

Info:  Florence  Naylor  (805)  653  -  5546 

October  26  -  28  -  NEW  YORK 

New  York  State  AV  Convention/Show 

Holiday  Inn  Airport 

91 1  Brooks  Ave  1-390,  Exit  18A 

Rochester,  NY 

Hours:  9am  -  4pm 

Info:  Barbara  Gogoll  (716)  392  -  9528 
Email:  bagogoll@hotmaiI.com 
Irwin  Wagman  (716)  381  -  6384 
Email:  irwinwag@aol.com 

October  27  &  28  -  FLORIDA 
Suncoast  AVS  Fall  Sale 
St.  Bartholomew  Episcopal  Church 
3747  34th  St.  S. 

St.  Petersburg,  FL 

Oct  27  -  9am  -  4pm 

Oct  28  -  9am  -  2:30pm 

Info:  Retta  Anderson  (727)  866  -  3468 

October  27  -  29  -  MINNESOTA 
AVS  of  Minnesota  Show/Sale 
Har  Mar  Mall 
County  Rd.  B  &  Snelling 
St.  Paul.  MN 
Oct  27  -  10am  -  9pm 
Oct  28  -  10am  -  6pm 
Oct  29  -  noon  -  5pm 
Info:  Kathy  Lahti  (320)  274  -  1157 

October  28  &  29  -  CONNECTICUT 
Nutmeg  State  AVS  Show/Sale 
Days  Inn,  Exit  55 
Branford,  CT 
Oct  28  -  1pm  -  5pm 
Oct  29  -  10am  -  4pm 
Info:  Ann  W.  Butler  (203)  281  -  1715 

October  28  -  WASHINGTON 
Longview  AVC  Plant  Sale 
Longview  Triangle  Mall 
Longview,  WA 
Mall  Hours 

October  27  &  28  -  TEXAS 

Lone  Star  AV  Council  Convention 
Radisson  Hotel  &  Suites 
2330  W.  Northwest  Hwy. 

Dallas,  TX 

Sales:  Oct  27  &  28  -  10am  -  5pm 
Show:  Oct  27  -  1pm  -  5pm 
Oct  28  -  10am  -  5pm 
Info:  Grace  Davis  (972)  278  -  0389 

November  3  &  4  -  NORTH  CAROLINA 
Green  Thumb  AVS  Plant  Sale 
2836  North  NC  58 
Nashville.  NC 

Info:  Lucille  Prutzman  (252)  459  -  3722 

November  4  &  5  -  NEW  JERSEY 
Tristate  AV  Council  Show/Sale 
Frelinghuysen  Arboretum 
53  East  Hanover  Ave 
Morristown,  N| 

Nov  4  -  1:30pm  -  5pm 

Nov  5  -  1  lam  -  4pm 

Info:  Katyn  Cichocki  (973)  579  -  7914 

November  9  -  11  -  PENNSYLVANIA 

Mid  Atlantic  AVS  Convention  Show/Sale 
Sheraton  Great  Valley 
Fraser,  PA 

Info:  Marian  Gershon  (215)  393  -  0852 
Peggy  DePhillippo  (610)  489  -  4744 
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In  an  African  violet  show  (and  often  in  Horticultural 
Society  shows),  there  is  usually  a  section  devoted  to 
‘Gesneriads  (other  than  African-violets).’  That  section  then 
will  be  broken  down  into  classes  that  are  determined  by  size 
of  plants,  root  structure,  and  whether  the  accepted  entries  are 
blooming  or  grown  for  foliage. 

First,  you  must  remember  that  a  gesneriad  grown  for 
foliage  is  not  just  a  plant  that  is  ‘out  of  bloom.’  The  foliage 
MUST  have  a  special  quality  of  color  or  form.  It  should  be  out¬ 
standing  in  growth  habit,  form,  texture  and  color.  There 
absolutely  must  be  no  blossoms  or  even  buds  showing  color  if 
you  want  to  exhibit  it  in  a  class  of  ‘other’  gesneriad  plants 
grown  for  foliage.  Remember  ornamental  value  is  an 
attractive,  positive  trait.  The  plants  entered  in  the  class  of 
‘gesneriads  grown  for  foliage’  need  to  have  special  qualities  to 
compensate  for  their  lack  of  blossoms. 

When  the  plants  are  judged,  the  scale  of  points  gh'es  the 
most  value  to  ‘Cultural  perfection’  with  up  to  40  points  being 
available  for  this  quality  in  the  plant.  This  applies  to  the  over¬ 
all  beauty  of  the  plant  and  shows  the  care  the  plant  has  had 
during  its  entire  life.  Erect  stems  should  be  straight,  pendent 
stems  should  be  flexible  and  the  plant  should  be  in  a  container 
that  is  appropriately  sized  for  the  plant.  The  plant  should  have 
a  symmetrical  form.  It  is  quite  all  right  for  erectly  growing 
plants  to  have  a  stake,  but  the  stake  should  blend  with  the 
stem  of  the  plant,  not  extend  above  the  plant,  and  be  as  unob¬ 
trusive  and  inconspicuous  as  possible. 

Next  in  importance  in  judging  is  ‘Ornamental  value’  with 
35  points,  meaning  that  the  plant  must  be  attracti\'e,  and  thus 
‘ornamental’  to  the  eye.  Ornamental  factors  include  the  leaf 
pattern,  color  of  foliage,  color  contrast  such  as  veining,  or  leaf 


texture  such  as  white  wooly,  burnished  metallic,  corduroy-like 
surface,  or  brilliantly  glossy.  This  quality  may  also  apply  to  a 
plant  that  has  been  trained,  through  careful  control,  into  a 
unique,  attractive,  artistic  pattern.  Some  gesneriads  have  col¬ 
orful  or  uniquely-shaped  seed  pods  that  are  of  ornamental 
value. 

The  ‘Condition’  of  the  plant  being  exhibited  receives  25 
points,  meaning  the  plant  must  appear  fresh  and  healthy,  with 
no  traces  of  dust  or  spray.  It  is  permissible  to  trim  foliage,  but 
it  must  be  done  in  a  way  that  will  look  natural  upon  first 
glance.  Perfect  foliage  will  receive  higher  scoring  than 
trimmed  leaves.  All  dead  leaves  should  be  removed,  the  soil 
surface  should  not  be  discolored,  and  the  container  the  plant 
is  in  must  be  clean. 

Some  plants  that  would  do  well  in  a  class  for  ‘Gesneriads 
Grown  for  Foliage’  are  Episcia  (but  not  all  Episcia  varieties  - 
remember  the  Criteria  of  ornamental  value) ,  Chirita  sinensis 
‘Hisako’,  Nematanthus  ‘lungle  Lights’  or  ‘Bijou’,  some 
members  of  the  Drymonia  genus,  Pearcea  hypocyrtipora, 
Smithian tha  cinnabarina,  Columnea  hiria  ‘Light  Prince’, 
‘Mirage’  or  ‘Frosty  Hills’,  Alsobia  dianthiflora  variegated, 
Nematanthus  gregarius  ‘Golden  West’,  Chiysothemis 
pidchella,  Nautilocalyx  lynchii,  pemphidius  or  glandidifer, 
Gasteranthus  atratus,  Sinningia  hirsuta  or  canescens, 
Eucodonia  ‘Adele’,  Gesneria  christii,  Orinithoboea  arach- 
noidea,  Bellonia  spinosa.  The  preceding  list  is  not  all-inclu¬ 
sive,  but  it  should  give  you  an  idea  of  what  is  acceptable  for 
entering  in  a  show  as  a  gesneriad  grown  for  foliage.  Good  luck 
with  all  of  your  show  plants! 

Erom  “African  Violets  &  Gesneriad  News" 


Chirita  sinensis  grown  by  Carolyn  Conlin-Lane 
and  shown  in  the  ‘Grown  for  Foliage’  class  at 
the  1999  AVSC  convention  show. 


Nautilocalyx  pemphidius  grown  by  Bill 
Krewer,  has  an  unusual  pebble  surface  on  the 
leaves,  making  it  a  for  foliage'  candidate. 


Cotytoplectus  cutucunensis  has  beaut fd 
foliage  similar  to  Gloxinia  lindeniana.  Grown 
and  shown  by  Daphne  Yaremko. 
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''WicfC  Water  ^our  (PCants 

by  %a[yh  %pbinson 


Wick  watering  is  a  very  simple,  very  efficient,  and  very 
popular  method  for  watering  plants,  especially  for  those 
plants  that  prefer  to  be  “evenly”  watered,  like  African  violets. 
Like  an  oil  lamp  draws  fuel  from  a  reservoir  to  keep  a  flame 
lit,  your  violet  can  draw  water  from  a  reservoir  to  keep  its  soil 
moist.  The  lamp  stays  lit,  and  the  plant  stays  watered,  so 
long  as  the  reservoir  doesn’t  go  dry. 

A  wick-watering  system  is  simple  -  all  that  is  needed  is 
a  “wick”,  a  pot  for  the  plant,  and  a  container  for  water.  There 
are  many  attractive,  ready-made  wick-watering  pots  and 
containers  commercially  available,  and  all  will  work  quite 
well.  If  you’d  like  to  save  some  money  and  construct  a 
system  yourself,  it’s  quite  easy.  Wicking  material  should  be  a 
synthetic,  man-made  material  (not  cotton  or  wool,  which  will 
rot  over  time) ,  like  acrylic  yarn  or  string,  or  thin  strips  of  old 
panty-hose.  The  thickness  of  the  material  isn’t  too  critical, 
since  the  plant  will  draw,  only  as  much  water  as  it  needs, 
though  you  should  generally  use  thicker  wicks  for  larger  pots 
and  plants  that  will  consume  more  water.  The  pot  can  be  any 
nonporous  container,  with  a  hole  its  bottom.  Any  container 
with  a  lid,  upon  which  the  plant  can  sit,  that  can  hold  water, 
will  work  as  a  reservoir. 

To  assemble  your  system,  first  thread  your  wick  through 
the  hole  in  the  pot  bottom  and  into  the  soil.  Since  the  plant’s 
roots  will  tend  to  grow  around  the  moist  wick,  it’s  better 
(though  not  imperative)  to  have  the  wick  in  more  than  just 
the  bottom  of  the  pot,  or  straight  through  the  center  of  the 
root  ball  -  try  “winding  it  around”  a  bit,  up  to  the  soil  surface. 
This  is  easier  done  when  the  plant  is  being  potted,  so  it’s  best 
to  do  it  then.  Since  the  plant  will  stay  almost  constantly  wet. 


a  very  light  soil  must  be  used,  one  which  contains  at  least 
50%  perlite. 

Next,  create  a  small  hole  in  the  lid  to  your  reservoir,  and 
thread  the  wick  through  this  hole,  so  that  the  end  of  the  wick 
reaches  the  reservoir  bottom  when  your  plant  sits  upon  the 
lid  (see  the  illustration).  Then  fill  the  reservoir  with  water 
containing  fertilizer  -  since  this  is  a  constant  watering 
method  at  only  1/4  to  1/2  strength  of  what  you  would  use  if 
top-watering.  If  you’ve  created  a  larger,  second  hole  in  the 
lid,  you  may  add  water  through  this,  rather  than  having  to 
remove  the  lid  to  do  this.  To  begin  the  “wicking”  action,  you 
may  have  to  top  water  the  plant  the  first  time,  wetting  the 
wick  from  the  top  as  well  as  the  bottom. 


From  “VioletsFun  Photo  Journal” 


Growing  Violets  From  a  Leaf 


The  most  important  thing  to  remember  is  to  choose  a  leaf  that  is  healthy.  If  your 
violet  has  variegated  foliage,  be  sure  to  select  a  healthy  leaf  with  a  lot  of  green. 

Using  a  sharp  knife,  cut  the  petiole  on  an  angle.  Some  growers  dip  the  cut  end  into 
a  rooting  powder. 

Place  the  cut  petiole  in  a  pot  filled  with  either  a  starter  mix  of  one  part  perlite  and 
one  part  vermiculite,  or  your  regular  potting  soil  which  has  been  moistened,  but  is  not 
soggy.  To  create  a  greenhouse  environment,  place  the  pot  in  a  plastic  baggie  and  blow 
air  into  the  bag.  Or,  cover  the  pot  with  a  plastic  bag  and  secure  it  with  a  rubber  band. 
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Mannafi's 

(greenhouses 

Control  Botrytis  and 
Powdery  Mildew 

"mail  order  specialists" 

African  Violets,  Geraniums,  Gesneriads 
&  Flowering  Tropicals 

Well  established  starter  plants  -  fresh-cut  violet  leaves 

We  now  offer  mini  and  semiminiature  violets 
and  have  added  more  varieties  of 
other  gesneriads  and  tropical  plants 

nvjQon 

BACTERICIDE  &  FUNGICIDE 

Effective  •  Invisible  •  Systemic 

We  take  pride  in  our  expert  wrapping  &  packing 

Shipping  throughout  Canada,  United  States 
and  Internationally 

Visit  our  web  site  at  wivw.alannahs.com 

Our  2000  catalog  will  be  available  late  February 
please  send  $2.00 

Box  1342  Box  2 

Grand  Forks,  BC  Danville,  WA 

VOH  IHO  Canada  99121  USA 

For  tech  information,  contact: 

Source  Technology  Biologicals,  Inc. 

1-800-356-8733 

THE  GREEN  THUMB 

11884  Claude  Ct. 
Northslenn,  Co.  80233 
e-mail  Liz4847@aol.com 

FALL  SPECIAL  OFFERS 

10  leaves,  my  choice  $12.50  ppd. 

20  leaves,  my  choice  $25.00  ppd. 

35  leaves,  my  choice  $35.00  ppd. 

shippins  until  Nov.  1,  weather  permittins 


A  &  W  Violets  &  Jewelry 

website  will  be  aimilable  soon  at  www.awviolets.twoffice.com. 
Well  have  a  link  to  our  violet  catalog  -feel  free  to  visit  often  while  it's  under 
construction.  We're  still  moving  in  the  future,  but  we  will  ship  from  wherever 
•’xt  shipping  dates  are  September  and  October.  Thank  you. 
8704  E.  92nd  Place 

I  Kansas  City,  MO  64138  •  (816)  767-9126 


ShoMe  Violets 

Plants  -  $1.50  ea.  ppd.  •  Leaves  -  $.75  ea.  ppd. 
Postage:  Plants  -  $6,  Leaves  -  $3.50 
No  List  -  $10  Minimum 


Make  Checks  or  Money  Order  to: 

Tomazine  Carlton  -  Owner  '  Phone:  660-542-2714 

1 1 08  E.  1 0th,  Apt.  A  Carrollton,  MO  64633 


P.  O.  Box  527-AV  •  Dexter,  Ml  48130 
Phone  (734)  426-9080  •  Fax:  (734)  426-7803 
9:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  EASTERN 
www.indoorgardensupplies.com 


FULL  LINE  OF  INDOOR  GARDENING  PRODUCTS 

♦  PLANT  TRAYS  ^  LIGHTED  STANDS  ♦ 

>  METERS,  TIMERS  PLANTLITES  ♦  ACCESSORIES  ♦ 

40  WATT  WS  (Wide  Spectrum)  LAMPS: 

6  =  $36.32  1 2  =  $62.06  24  =  $1 1 7.90 


G4-SD2  $554.00 
W/4  Two  Lamp  Fixtures 
and  WS  Lamps 
4  Shelves  W/1 6  Trays 
74H  X  53L  x  23D 


ALL  PRICES  PREPAID, 

MICHIGAN  RESIDENTS  ADD  6%  SALES  TAX 
VISA,  MASTERCARD,  DISCOVER,  CHECKS  &  COD’S  ACCEPTED 

FREE  CATALOG 


G22  $164.80 
W/2  Two  Lamp  Fixtures 
and  WS  Lamps 
2  Shelves  W/2  Trays 
40Hx27LX12D 
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Ceramic  Reservoir  Pots  4  pack: 

S  ^anUoileetion  in  plastic  mini-wells  still  $2SJS 
Postpaid  to  48  states 

Alaska  Et  Hawaii  add  $10.00 


Super 
Miniatures 


Receive  a  collection  of  Little  Jewels®  violets  direct  from 
Holtkamp.  The  Mini-Well™  or  blue  ceramic  reservoirs  are 
included  along  with  fertilizer.  Thme  minis  are  my  to  grow! 

Teas  Nursery  Gn.,  Inc.,  P.O.  Bex  1603,  Bellaire,  TX  77403-1603 


Teas  Catalog 
FREE  to  AVSA 

Fertilizers,  violet  pots  including 
the  Dandy  Pot®  plus  orchids, 
plumerias,  bromeliads,  books, 
and  supplies. 


1  -800-446-7723  www.teasnursery.com 


PHYSAN  20"^  Controls 
African  Violet 
Potliogons. 

•  Controls  algae  on  mats,  wicks, 
reservoirs,  trays,  pots,  benches, 
and  work  surfaces. 

•  Controls  damping  off  on 
seedlings  and  plants. 

•  Controls  crown  rot,  powdery 
mildew,  botrytis. 

•  Controls  disease  spread  by 
disinfecting  tools. 


Let  those  pesky  visitors  know  they’re 
not  wanted.  Take  control  with 

PHYSAN  20. 


MARiL  PRODUCTS,  INC. 
320  West  6th  Street 
Tustin,  CA.  92780 
P.  714.544.7711 
800.546.7711 
F.  714.544.4830 
www.physan.com 


esert  Violets 

Mostly  fresh  cut  leaves 

2000  Catalog  -  $1.00  cash  only  -  refundable  with  order 


Selected  varieties  of  plants  still  available. 
Including  Jeff  Smith’s  new  Yesterday’s  series. 
Call  or  email  for  more  information. 


Susan  MerskI,  horticulturalist 

(520)  326-3057 

email:  deeertvlolets0tlierlver.com 


2511  N.  Pesert  Ave. 
Tucson,  AZ  65712 
by  appointment  only 


Custom  Made  Award 
Ribbons  and  Rosettes 


YVONNE  AGREE 

3235  Lockmoor  Lane  Dallas,  Texas  75220 
(214)  357-6045 


HATTIE  BAGGETT’S 

AFRICAN  VIOLETS 

Specializing  in  Large  Flowering  Standards,  Shipping  Fresh  Cut 
Leaves  and  Starter  Plants  in  2  1/2"  Pots,  Lots  of  Oldies  plus 
New  Varieties,  State  Inspected  and  Certified 
2000  List  $2.00  -  Payable  to  Hattie  Baggett 

Shipping  U.S.  only  May  1  -  Oct.  31 ,  2000  HCR  2,  Box  381 

Phone  520-822-5060  Tucson,  AZ  85735-971 4 


Kiolet  Perfection  by  Gini 

A  California  Goldmine  of 


Quality  violets  new  and  older  varieties 
Standards,  Minis,  Trailers  &  Leaves 

All  plants  $4.00  Leaves  $1.25 

Minimum  order:  8  plants  +  one  free  gift  plant 

Special  Offers 

12  sturdy  starters,  my  choice,  $40.00  -i-  $6.00  S&H 
12  leaves,  my  choice,  S&H  included  $15.00 
(Does  not  include  free  gift  plant) 

Catalog  2000  available  upon  receipt  of  mailing  address  along  with 
$1.50  that  can  be  credited  with  first  order  of  $25.00 

Gini  McCanne  •  1420  Oxford  Ave.,  Claremont,  CA  91711 
Phone:  evenings  or  weekends  (909)  624-8331 
e-mail:  violetperfection@earthlink.net  Fax:  (909)  624-6565 
MasterCard  /  Visa  available  with  $25.00  min.  order 
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27THYEAR 


PLASTIC  FLOWER  POTS 


CAPE  COD  VIOLETRY 

John  &  Barbara  Cook 
Dept.  AV  28  Minot  St.  (5».8)  548-=2798 
Hours  by  appointment  •  Falmouth,  Massachusetts  02540 
SUPPLIES  FOR  VIOLET  GROWiRS  BY  VIOLET  GROWERS 

WE  CARRY  ALL  THE  SPECIES  AND  THE  ORIGINAL  10 
Catalog  $2.00,  Foreign  catalog  $3.00 
Phone  (508)  548-2798  -  Fax  (508)  540-5427  -  email  viotets@cape.com 


V 


SIZE  COLOR  TYPE 

10 

25 

50 

100 

iOO 

1-1/4“  Wt(only)  Thumb  Pot  $ 

1.20 

$  2.75 

$  5.00 

$  9.80 

$  44.50 

2-1/4”  Gr.  orWt  Rd.  or  Sq. 

1.05 

2.15 

3.90 

7.25 

33.00 

2-1/2"  Gr.  or  Wt.  Rd.  or  Sq. 

1.15 

2.40 

4.55 

8.60 

40.50 

3“  Gr.  orWt.  Rd.  Tub,  Std.  Sq. 

1.30 

2.95 

5.25 

9.80 

44.50 

3-1/2"  Gr.  orWt  Rd.Tub 

1.35 

3.30 

6.00 

11.40 

52.00 

4"  Gr.  orWt  Rd.Tub 

1.75 

3.85 

7.20 

13.50 

59.40 

4-1/2"  Gr.  orWt  Rd.Tub 

2.40 

5.60 

8.00 

15.50 

73.00 

5“  Gr.  or  Wt.  Rd.  Tub 

2.90 

6.75 

12.50 

23.00 

105.00 

6"  Gr.  or  Wt.  Rd.  Tub 

3.40 

8,20 

15.40 

28.80 

134.00 

6-1/2"  Gr.  orWt.  Rd.Tub 

4.00 

9.50 

18.00 

34.00 

160.00 

MINIATURIZING  MINI  POTS  WITH  SAUCER 

1-1/4”  Terracotta 

4.00 

8.00 

14.00 

25.00 

PLASTIC  PAN  POTS 

5"  Gr.  orWt.  2-1/2“  Deep 

2.90 

6.75 

12.50 

23.00 

105.00 

6"  Gr.  or  Wt.  3-3/4"  Deep 

4.10 

9.75 

18.50 

35.00 

165.00 

7“  Gr.  or  Wt.  4"  Deep 

6.00 

14.50 

28.00 

54.00 

8"  Gr.  orWt  4"  Deep 

7.60 

18.50 

36.00 

70.00 

PLASTIC  HEAVY  DUTY  POT  SAUCERS 

4"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

2.25 

5.25 

9.00 

16.80 

6"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

3.60 

8.60 

15.80 

29.00 

8"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

4.40 

10.50 

20,00 

38.00 

PLASTIC  WICK  WATER  RESERVOIRS 
(recessed  snap-on  lids,  8  oz 

3.00 

7.15 

13.20 

24.00 

110.00 

wicks  not  included)  16  oz 

3.60 

8.50 

16.00 

30.00 

140.00 

Lids  or  containers  only  - 1/2  listed  pries  32  OZ 

4.90 

11.75 

22.50 

42.00 

200.00 

PLASTIC  LABELS 

100 

500 

1000 

3"  White,  Red,  Orange,  Yellow,  Green  Blue,  Lavender,  Pink 

1,00 

4.75 

7.00 

4"  White,  Green,  Blue,  Lavender,  Pink,  Red,  Yellow 

1.25 

5.75 

10.00 

5"  White,  Lavender 

1.50 

7.00 

13.00 

4  1/2“  White  only 

2.00 

9.00 

17.00 

PERMANENT  TRAYS  -  Light  Green  -  No  Holes 

1 

6 

12 

4"  X  8“  X  2-1/2" 

.90 

5.10 

9.75 

8"  X  8"  X  2-1/2” 

1.40 

8.00 

15.00 

8"x  12"  X  2-1/2" 

1.50 

8.50 

16.20 

11"  X  22"  X  2-3/4"  Lt.  Green  or  Beige 

4.75 

27.00 

51.00 

CLEAR  DOMES 

11 "  X  22"  trays  $2.00  ea.  Dome  and  Tray  combo  $6.25  each. 

Elisa’s  African  Violet  Rings 

1 

6 

12 

25 

SO 

Mini  (6")  Gr.  only 

.90 

4.75 

8.75 

18.00 

31.50 

9"  Gr.  only 

1.00 

5.00 

9.50 

20.00 

36.00 

13"  Gr.  only 

1.25 

6.50 

12.00 

21.00 

38.00 

ELISA’S  AFRICAN 
VIOLET  SUPPORT 
RINGS 

MANUFACTURER 
WHOLESALE 
DISTRIBUTOR 
6".  r-  13" 

CLUBS  -  BUSINESSES 
SEND  FOR  PRICE  LIST 


PHYSAN  20 

16  oz.- $6.25 
32  oz.- $10.50 
1  gal. -$31.50 

SUPERTHRIVE 
1/2  oz.  -  $2.79 

1  oz.  -  $4.19 

2  oz.  -  $5.25 
4  oz.  -  $8.45 

DANDY  POTS 
2-1/4"  -  4" 

OYAMA  PLANTERS 
Mini  -  1-1/2"  -  2-1/2"  -  3"  -  3-1/2" 
4"-5"-6" 

AEROSOLS 

PT1200  DS-18  02.  $11.95 
Resmjitherins 

PT1300  DS-18  0Z.  $12.00 
Orthene 

PT1500  DS-16  0Z.  $6.95 
Knox-Out  -  Diazinon 
PT1600  DS-16  02.  $9.89 
X-C!ude  -  Pyrethrums 

CHEMICALS 
Phyton  27,  Avid 
Marathon,  Pentac,  Aerosols 
Shultz  Products  &  Others 

FLORA  CART 
Light  Stands 

KEilCIGROW  PLUS 


FREDITTE’S  ALLEGRO  Plant  Tonic 
Excellent  for  starting  leaves  and  small  plants. 

Use  3  tsp.  per  gal.  water.  4  oz.  bottle  -  $3.00  each; 

3  for  $8.50;  6  for  $16.50;  12  for  $30.00 

PLASTIC  TERRARIUM 

12"  Diameter  -  $6.75  each 

White  -  Green  -  Beige  -  Terra-cotta 

SWIFT’S  “MOIST-RITE”  PLANTER 

White  -  Green  -  Black 

$4.00  each  -  6/19.20  -  12/36.40  -  24/67.00 

SHIPPING  INSTRUCTIONS: 

Supplies  -  UPS  East  of  Mississippi  -  $4.00; 

West  of  Mississippi  -  $4.50  *  $5.00  West  of  Rockies 
Supplies  -  U.S.  Mail  -  Actual  Cost  -  $4.00  min. 

Mass,  residents  include  5%  Sales  Tax 
Please  include  STREET  or  ROAD,  Zip  Code  and 
Phone  Number 

PRICES  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGE  WITHOUT  NOTICE. 


DYNA-GRO  FERTILIZERS 

15  mi  • 

■$21.50 

Formula 

Type 

Size  /  Price 

1/2  pt. 

1  pt. 

7-9-5 

Plant  Food 

$4.29 

$6,29 

3-12-6 

Bloom 

$4.29 

$7.49 

9-3-6 

Foliage  Pro 

$4.29 

0-0-3 

Pro-Tekt 

$4.29 

Concentrate 

K-L-N 

$10.00 

Dolomite  Limestone 

2  !bs./$1.75 

Charcoal 

20  oz. 

40  oz. 

No.  4  Coarse  or 

No.  6  Medium 

1.75 

3.25 

4  qts. 

16  qts. 

Vermiculite 

No.  2  Coarse 

1.75 

5.00 

Perlite 

Coarse 

1.75 

5.00 

Canadian  Peat  Moss 

$1.75 

$5.00 

TROY  Capillary  watering  mat  -  a  full  4  feet  wide 
$2.40  per  running  yard  -  whole  yard  lengths 
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The  Association  for  plant  & 
flower  people  who  grow  in 
hobby  greenhouses  and 
windows! 

Quarterly  Magazine 

Growing  &  Maintenance 

Help  &  Advice 

Hobby  Greenhouse  Association 

8  Glen  Terrace,  Bedford,  MA  01730-2048 

Dues:  USA  $19  (Canada  and  Mexico,  $21  US  fnnds/MO) 
($22  Overseas,  US  fnnds/MO) 

Sample  magazine  $3.50 
Directory  of  Greenhouse  Manufacturers  $2.50 


BELISLE'S 

Heirloom  Violets 

Quality  Gesneriads 

Unusual  Companion  Plants 

Mail  Order  Catalog  $2.00 

P.O.  Box  111 

4041  N.  Metnik  Rd. 

Radisson,  WI  54867  qibwa,  WI  54862 

AFRICAN  VIOLETS  BY  FREDERICKS,  INC. 


Alyce  Droege 

BEST  VARIETIES  -  YELLOWS  TOO! 
STANDARDS  in  3"  &  4"  pots,  plus  leaves 
MINIS  CHIRITAS 

TRAILERS  CHIMERAS 

EPISCIAS  STREPTOCARPUS 

and  other  GESNERIADS 


COMPLETE  GROWERS  SUPPLIES 

design  supplies  -  books  -  pincups  2-3/4"  to  5-1/2" 
fertilizers  -  spray  -  “my  own  mix”  soil 
Dandy  pots  -  2  sizes  -  many  colors 
growing  pots  -  Oyamas  -  hanging  baskets 
beautiful  ceramic  wick  pots  (pat.  pend.) 

6  sizes  -  decorator  colors 

Home  of  Aly’s  hybrids 


GIFT  CERTIFICATES  -  CATALOGUE  $2.00 
P.  O.  Box  1416 
Eranklin,  NC  28744 
Monday  -  Saturday 
9  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 


VtSA 


1-800-771-0899  orders  only 

1-828-349-4832 
www.african-violets.com 
North  Carolina  Registration  number:  5656 


Each  issue  contains  4  full-color  pages, 
interesting  articles  and  cultural  information 
6  issues  per  year,  $10  ($12  outside  of  US). 
VioletsFun,  P.  O.  Box  9,  Naples,  NY  14512 
Phone:  716-374-8592  VioletsFun@aol.com 


EOX  RIVER  VIOLETRY 

Located  between  Montello  and  Princeton  on  the  Fox  River 
Large  selection  of  African  Violets  and  Related  Plants 
Plant  List  $1  -  No  Shipping 
W390  River  View  Dr.  •  Montello,  WI.  53949 
e-mail  foxriverviolets@excite.com 
By  Appointment  only  (920)  295-4555 


Order  Now  For  Fall  Shipment 

(Fall  is  a  great  time  for  rooting  leaves) 


Specializing  in  variegated  standards  including  “Buckeyes”, 
“Rebels”,  “Croteans”  and  other  “Hobby-Hybridizers” 


“Super  Soil”  pre-mix  or  our  recipe  plus  raw  ingredients  (humus;  dehydrated  cow 
manure;  super  soil  additive)  for  mixing  your  own. 


•  Master  blend  fertilizers  -  contain  no  urea. 


•  White  4"  and  5"  oyama  pots. 

•  “Buckeye"  T-shirts,  sweat  shirts,  tote  bags  -  all  sizes  -  imprinted  with  photos  of 
“Buckeye”  hybrids. 

List  $2.00  cash,  stamps  or  check 
Payable  to  Pat  Hancock 

P.O.Box  8085  •  West  Chester,  OH  45069  •  (513)777-2524 


1  -800-770-AVSA 
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iSave  tlie  Wild  5  aintpaulia 

'W'ill  the  African  Violet  Survive? 

A  'T~ 5aintpaulia  species  are  foiinc!  only  in  a  very  limit- 
W  eel  liakitat  in  a  lianjliil  of  mountain  and  coastal  rain¬ 
forests  known  l)y  scientists  as  tlie  Eastern  Arc.  ALucli  of  tlie 
Arc  rainforests  liave  teen  destroyed  Ly  man. 

The  Arc  Project  of  the  Tanzania  Wildlife  Fund 
is  preserving  and  regenerating  the  Sainq->aidia  habitat. 

You  can  play  a  critical  role. 

Friend  (Rafiki)  of  5aintpaulia  -  $io 
Patron  (MhifaJi)  of  5aintpaulia  -  $25 
Guardian  (Adlezi)  of  Saintpaulia  -  $5o  or  more 

Donations  are  Tax  Deductible  made  to: 

Tanzania  JVddlife  Fund  ‘  dzjS  Madison  Ave.,  Suite  2001 
'  New  York  NY  10022 


Lyndon  Lyon 

Oreenheuses,  Inc. 

PO  Box  249  DeptAV  Dolgeville  NY  13329 

hybrids  since  1954 

Afri«iii  ¥ioletey  Aeschynantbus,  Chiritas, 
CodonanlAe,  Columnms,  Episeias,  Kohterias, 
Mefna^ntihus,  Orchids,  Rex  Begonias, 
Streptocarpus,  other  assorted  Gesneriads, 
and  SO  much  more! 

mm  ■mmMmwim 

© 

To  receive  our  2000  Catalog,  please  send: 
$3.00  U.S.  /  $5.00  International 

Our  greenhouses  are  open  year  round. 

No  appointmente  necessary! 

Call  for  hours!  Phone  (315)  429  8291 

Visit  0wr  website  at: 

wwwJyndonlyon.com 


wamimmasmiimm 


Violet  Showcase  Potting  IVIediuin 

Our  Potting  Medium  is  a  mixture  of  sifted  sphagnum  peat  moss, 
course  vermiculite,  course  perlite,  horticultural  charcoal,  dolomite  lime 
and  trace  elements.  PH  approximately  6.5.  This  soilless  medium,  which 
we  mix  ourselves,  is  used  for  all  of  our  violets  and  other  gesneriads.  It  is 
packaged  dry.  Moisten  it  thoroughly  at  a  rate  of  1  cup  very  hot  water  per 
quart  of  medium  before  using.  Thousands  of  users  report  success  with 
our  medium  growing  by  wicking,  capillary  matting,  Oyama  Planters, 
Swift’s  Moist  Rites,  and  ceramic  “soak  thru’’  pots.  We  use  it  both  for  starter 
plants  and  full  grown  plants. 

3  Qt.  Bag:  $2.99 
9  Qt.  Bag:  $6.95 
40  Qt.  Bag:  $24.59 

(Colorado  addresses  add  3%  tax)  Shipping  charges:  Orders  totaling 
up  to  $3.00  add  $3.50  shipping;  orders  totaling  between  $3.01  and  $7.00,  add  $6.00  shipping;  orders  totaling  over  $7.01  add  $9.00 
shipping.  Orders  for  more  than  40  qts  combined  total  will  be  invoiced  at  prevailing  catalog  prices  and  shipping  costs.  This  ad  expires 
January  31, 2001. 

Spscia!  Offer.  Sample  bag  (1  Quart)  $4.00,  shipping  included.  All  prices  and  shipping  charges  are  for  U.S.  addresses. 
Checks,  Money  Orders,  MasterCard,  VISA,  and  Discover  Card  accepted.  Mail  your  order  or  phone  (303)  761-1770  during 
shop  hours:  10  AM  to  5  PM  [Mountain  Time]  Mon.  or  Wednesdays  thru  Saturdays.  Closed  Sundays  -i-  Tuesdays. 

Fax  (24  hours  a  day)  (302)  762-1808.  Free  copy  of  our  supplies  catalog/violet  list  sent  with  order  or  send  for  free  copy. 
Customers  outside  the  US  please  send  $2  for  our  catalog/list.  In  business  since  1969. 

Visit  our  web  page  at  http://ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/violet_showcase 

THE  VIOLET  SHOWCASE 

3147  SOUTH  BROADWAY  ENGLEWOOD,  COLORADO  80110 
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CLASSIFIED  ADS 


BAYOU  VIOLETS  -  LEAVES  ONLY 

Request  catalog  $1.00 
Check  payable  to  Genelle  Armstrong 
1313  Gardenia  Drive 
Metairie,  LA  70005-1152 


NEPTUNE’S  HARVEST  ORGANIC  FERTILIZERS 
Top  of  the  line. 

Commercial  proven.  Outperform  chemicals. 

Free  catalog  1  (800)  259-GROW  (4769) 


VIOLET  VENTURE 
Fay  Wagman  •  52  Harper  Drive 
Pittsford,  NY  14534 
Leaves  only  -  List  $  1 .00 

JoS  VIOLETS 

2205  College  Drive 
Victoria,  TX  77901  •  (361)  575-1344 
Get  list  from  http://'www.geocities.com/iosviolets  or  send  stamped  envelope 


LUCILLE’S  AFRICAN  VIOLETS 
Blooming  standards.  Starters 
2836  North  NC  58  •  Nashville,  N.C.  27856 
Phone  (252)  459-3722  List  $1.00 


African  violets  know  no  borders,  so  why  not 
become  a  member  of  the 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  SOCIETY 
OF  CANADA 

and  receive  Chatter,  its  quarterly  publication? 


A  magazine  dedicated  to  the  growing  and  showing  of  African 
violets  and  Gesneriads.  USA/International  membership  $14.00. 

Please  make  your  cheque  or  bank  draft  payable  to  AVSC 
and  forward  to: 

Mrs.  Irene  Henry 
349  Hyman  Drive 

Dollard  des  Ormeau,  RQ.  H9B  1L5 
Canada 


Cryptanthus 

the  Dazzling  Earth  Stars 

are  the  perfect  companion  plants  for  your 
African  violet  collection  requiring  the 
same  care.  Exquisite  colors,  leaf  shapes 
and  patterns  of  stripes,  bars  and  zig  zags 
year  ’round  in  every  shade  of  the  rainbow. 
Send  first  class  stamp  for  cultural  information 
or  $3.00  for  a  sample  of  our  color  quarterly  journal. 

THE  CRYPTANTHUS  SOCIETY 


Carole  Ftichtmyer  -  Secretary 
18814  Cypress  Mountain  Drive 
Spring,  TX  77388 


THE  WINTER  CUTOFF  FOR  GFHPPINO/ 

A  SAMPLING  OF  OUR  VARIETIES 

STANDARDS 

Hancock  -  Buckeye  Batik,  Butterflies,  Cherry  Topping,  Butterfly  Kisses 
Ness  -  Antique  Red,  Coral  Bliss,  Fireglow,  Too  Much  Pizazz,  Cranberry  Lace 
Stork  -  Chinook  Wind,  Scajawea,  Smoky  Joe,  Up  In  Flames,  Emergency 
Sorano  -  Blue  Dragon,  Kissing  Bandit,  Pirate’s  Treasure,  Velvet  Valentine 
Brownlie  -  Aca’s  Purple  Explosion,  Yvon  Decelies,  Theresa,  Red  Face 

MINIATURES/SEMIMINATURES 

Robinson  -  Rob’s  Itty  Bitty,  Argyle  Socks,  Miss  Sniffles,  Mr.  Sneezy 
Pittman  -  Timid  Teen,  Teen  Kiss,  Knockout  Blue,  Wee  Bee 
Hoover  -  Tiny  Dancer,  California  Sunset,  Baby  Darryl 
A  few  more  -  Dean’s  Rosalie,  Orchard’s  Bumble  Magnet,  Mac’s  Blazing  Bounty 

TRAILERS 

Ramblin’  Cream  Pie,  Ramblin’  Show  Stopper,  Dancin’ Tr.,  Amadie  Tr.,  Little  Chippery,  Tinywood  Tr., 

Sweet  Sam,  Pixie  Runaround  and  many  more 

Our  2000  catalog  contains  the  description  of  these  plants  plus.  Available  for  $1.00. 

is:  SHIRLEY’S  CHOICE  -  24  for  $24.00  or  50  for  $44.00  plus  $6.00  shipping  for  up  50.  Over  50  add  10  cents ' 
Shipping  on  plants  $7.00  for  up  to  6,  and  40  cents  for  each  additional  plant.  We  will  ship  unjjl  November  1st. 

x"  V  Make  checkjpayabie  to  Shiriey  Sanders  ,, 

034  Rayburn  Drive  •  San  Antonio, TK  78221  *  '(210)  923-1093 
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VIOLET  GALLERY 

African  violets  -  standards,  miniatures,  trailers,  leaves  and  supplies. 
Our  catalog  is  available  on  our  website;  or  call  /  write 
www.violetgallerv.com  -  email  mpetry@cvn.net 
1590  Cranberry  Road,  York  Springs,  PA  17372  •  (717)  528-8268 


Looking  for  Orchid 
Information?  Log  Oni 

Interact  with  other  eager 
orchid  enthusiasts  by  click¬ 
ing  on  Orchid  Forum  at 
OrchidWeh^,  developed 
especially  as  an  informa¬ 
tion  exchange  platform  for 
orchid  growers  through¬ 
out  the  world.  The  Ameri¬ 
can  Orchid  Society's  pop¬ 
ular  Web  site  has  extensive  plant-care  tips,  inspiring  photo¬ 
graphs,  a  calendar  of  orchid  events  and  other  helpful  orchid 
information. 

Founded  in  1921,  the  AOS  is  the  world's  number-one  orchid- 
information  source  —  just  ask  30,000  members  worldwide.  On¬ 
site  membership  application  is  available  along  with  convenient, 
secured  shopping  in  The  AOS  Bookshop  and  Orchid  Emporium. 

American  Orchid  Society 

Dept.  AVMAG,  6000  South  Olive  Avenue 

West  Palm  Beach,  Florida  33405-4199 

Telephone  561-585-8666  Fax  561-585-0654 

E-mail  TheAOS@compuserve.com  Web  site  orchidweb.org 


$15  per  year  or  $25  for  two  years  (outside  Canada  read  as  US  dollars) 
John  Beaulieu  Productions  email:  gesnews@bconnex.net 
^Box  118,  Midhurst  ON  LOL  1X0  CANADA^ 


‘Prairie  Violets 


P.O.Box  313  .  Maroa,  IL  61756 
OCder  and  newer  varieties,  noveCtks,  etc.  [eaves  [abeUd  -  our  choice 
12  for  $1 1.50,  25  for  $16.50,  35  for  $21.50,  50  for  $26.50  ppd 
Logo  T-shirts  ( s,m,l,xl )  $  1 5  ppd  Logo  Tote  Bags  $  1 2  ppd 
Shipping  April  1 5  thru  October  30th  Leaf  Price  List  $  1 .50 

mail  order  leaves  only  refundable  with  1st  order 


VOLKMANN  BROS.  GREENHOUSES 

•  AFRICAN  VIOLETS  •  CONSTANT  FEED  ®  FERTILIZER  *  POTTING  SOIL 
•  RESERVOIR  WICK  POTS  •  RESERVOIR  WICK  SAUCERS 
.  PLASTIC  POTS  •  A.V  SEED  •  PLASTIC  TRAYS 
•  FLUORESCENT  LAMPS  •  COLOR  CATALOG  $1 .00 
P.O.BOX  191289  *  DALLAS,  TEXAS  75219-8289 
AREA  CODE  (214)  526-3484 


Travis?^iolets. 

P.O.BOX  42  OCHLOCKNEE.GA.  31773 

FREE  VIOLETS!!! 


Phone  1-912-574-5167 
1-912-574-5236 
Fax  Orders  only  -  912-574-5605 
e-mail:tviolets@aol.com 


New  and  older  varieties  of  African  violets,  from  leading  hybridizers,  and  our  own  new  plants.  All  orders  before 
November  1  will  receive  2  FREE  PLANTS  with  every  12  plants  ordered.  Send  $2  for  our  new  2000  catalog,  or 
order  from  our  ad  in  the  January  issue  of  AVM.  Try  our  super  special  12  Husky  Starters  -  all  different  -  $38 
Postpaid  -  All  plants  our  choice  (Does  not  include  2  FREE  PLANTS)  VISA  -  MASTERCARD  -  List  all  info  on 
card  -  Min,  card  order  $36.  See  our  web  page:  www.imox.com/travisviolets  AD  EXPIRES  11/30/2000 
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BEAUTIFUL  AFRICAN  VIOLETS 
AND  OTHER  GESNERIADS  FROM 
GARY  &  PAT  DUNLAP 


Assortments 

Leaves,  Cuttings 
or  Rhizomes 

Starters 

10  Standard 

7.95 

21.95 

10  Miniature 

5.95 

17.95 

10  Semiminiature 

5.95 

17.95 

10  Trailers 

5.95 

17.95 

10  Mixed 

6.95 

19.95 

10  Mixed/all  new 

8.95 

24.95 

10  Species 

8.95 

24.95 

10  Streptocarpus 

8.95 

24.95 

10  Achimenes 

8.95 

24.95 

10  Aeschynanthus 

8.95 

24.95 

10  Columnea 

8.95 

24.95 

10  Nematanthus 

8.95 

24.95 

10  Mixed  other  Gesneriads 

8.95 

24.95 

Miracle  Mix  Potting  Soil  $2.50/gal,  $10.00/5  gal 
Miracle  Mix  II  (High  water  retention)  $3.00/gal,  $12.00/5  gal 
Miracle  Mix  III  (Beneficial  bacteria)  $3. 00/gal,  $12.00/5  gal 
Miracle  Mix  IV  (Both  additives)  $3. 50/gal,  $14.00/5  gal 
1-1-1  Mix  with  Charcoal  $2.50/gal,  $10.00/5  gal 


Sales  in  USA  only.  Minimum  order  $20.  No  credit  or  credit  card  orders. 
Packing  and  shipping  $6  plus  .25  per  plant  after  the  first  10  plants,  .10 
per  leaf  after  the  first  10  leaves.  We  ship  by  priority  mail  only.  Our 
choice  only  on  assortments.  Catalog  $1 .50.  Make  checks  payable  to: 
Dunlap  Enterprises,  4189  Jarvis  Rd.,  Hillsboro,  MO  63050.  Our 
catalog  is  also  at  our  home  page:  http://wvTO/.jcn1  .com/patspets  phone 
(636)  789-3604  e-mail:patspets@jcn1  .com 


CERAMIC  AFRICAN  VIOLET  POTS 

Largest  Variety  of  SELF-WATERING  POTS 

33  uniquely  different  pots,  including: 

ANGELS,  SQUARE  SILL  SITTERS,  ROUND  HANGING  POTS, 
TEA  POTS,  FLUTED,  VICTORIAN  AND  MORE. 

Must  see  COLOR  PHOTO  to  appreciate 
Artfully  Handpainted  (No  Decals). 

AFFORDABLY  PRICED.  All  made  in  our  Studio. 

Call  or  Write  for  FREE  Catalog. 

Herbal  Gardens  Ceramics  P.  O.  Box  38 

Montara,  CA  94037  (650)  728-7683 


Country  Violets  Greenhouse 

2010  Enon  Rd. 

Webb,  AL  36376 


Quality  plants  and  leaves  from  many  great  hybridizers. 
Send  for  our  catalog  of  more  than  250  varieties. 
VISA/MC  accepted  -  Catalogs  $3.00 


e-mail:  royh@graceba.net  check  us  out  on  the  web 

Phone:  334-899-7142  www.graceba.net/~royh 


AV  WORLD’S 
BEST  SELLER 


Thanks  to  “G-T-S"  I  Just  won  my  first  Best  in  Show  award! 
I  tell  everyone,  "If  you  don't  have  this  book,  you  aren’t 
growing  violets  to  their  full  potential."  Mrs.  M.  L.  Horne 
(Includes  unique  chapter  on  "Miniaturing  the  Miniatures") 


A  step-by- 
step  guide 

Illustrated  -  112  pages 
8 'A  X  11  paperback 


USA/Canada  -j 
$1.50  p&h  +  Ife.yo 
Calif,  add  6%  sales  tax 

overseas  postage:  $7.50 
air  mail,  or  $2,50  surface 
D.  M.  Prestia 
1404  N.Tustin  J-4 
Santa  Ana,  CA  92705 

SAVE  *2.05 
PER  BOOK! 

10%  discount  for  10  or  more  (save  $1.30  each)  USA/CAN  p&h  75<t 
each  (save  Tht  each)  total  $2.05!  Overseas  p&h  $1.20  each  surface. 


Our  Customers  say  it  best. . . 

Dear  Dyna-Gro, 

I  am  writing  this  letter  to  tell  you  how  much  I  like  your 
fertilizer.  ..  .Sonja  Johnson  in  Omaha,  Arkansas,  sold  me 
some  Dyna-Gro  Liquid  Grow  and  Liquid  Bloom  for  my 
violets. 

I  watered  the  show  plants  with  the  Bloom  and  the  baby 
plants  with  the  Grow.  In  two  weeks  the  baby  plants  had 
doubled  in  size  and  had  a  pretty  green  color. 

I  entered  31  plants  in  the  show.  Those  plants  received 
10  best  in  class,  the  Sweepstakes  award,  the  Best 
Collection  award,  30  blue  ribbons  and  1  red  ribbon.  That 
plant  was  a  trailer  and  didn’t  have  three  crowns. 


Sincerely, 

Bonnie  Bailey 
Springfield,  Missouri 


Nutrition  Solutions® 


For  information  or  to  order  call  Dyna-Gro 

(800)  DYNA-GRO  or  FAX  (510)  233-0198 

1065  Broadway  •  San  Pablo,  CA  94806 
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NEW  FOR  2000! 

Winner,  Best  Commercial  Display 
at  1S99  A¥SA  Contention  Show 

We  ship  during  winter 
We  sell  standards  too! 


NEW  AFRICAN  VIOLET  VARIETIES 


ROB’S  ARGYLE  SOCKS.  Large  dbl.  pink  stars  with  heavy  blue 
fantasy  streaks;  lovely,  yellow,  beige, and  green  Champion 
variegated  foliage;  constant  bloomer,  excellent  showplant; 
semiminiature 

ROB’S  ITTY  BSTTY.  And  we  mean  it!  Loads  of  sdbl.  bright  pink 
semi-bells  over  very  dark,  pointed  foliage:  a  very  tiny  plant  (1  1/2" 
to  2")  that  might  be  frustrating  to  grow  for  some,  but  it  can  be 
spectacular;  a  real  micro-miniature 
ROB’S  LITTLE  PUEBLO.  Large  sdbl.  coral  stars  held  above  very 
dark,  red-backed  foliage;  a  constant  bloomer  that  makes  a  good 
showplant;  the  lovely  colors  will  make  this  popular;  semimini 


ROB’S  MISS  SMIFFLES.  A  terrific  plant  that  is  certain  to  be  a 
favorite;  never-ending  masses  of  eye-catching  sdbl.  to  dbl.  white 
blooms  with  distinct,  irregular  red  edges;  heavy,  constant 
blooming  small  semimini 

ROB’S  MISTER  SNEEZY.  Sdbl.  dbl.  light  to  medium  burgundy- 
red;  dark,  red-backed,  glossy  foliage;  heavy  bloomer;  small 
semimini 


.....plus  dozens  of  other  favorites,  including  the  Best  New  Cultivar 
at  1999  AVSA  Convention  ‘Rob’s  Hallucination’ 


NEW  STREPTOCARPUS  VARIETIES 


Our  own  hybrids.  All  are  spectacular,  constant,  and  heavy  bloomers.  They  are  extremely  easy  to  grow  and  bloom, 
even  in  windows.  Care  is  identical  to  violets.  Unless  noted  otherwise,  most  grow  in  4-5"  pots  when  mature. 


BRISTOL’S  BLUE  WATER.  We  displayed  this  at  shows  this  spring 
and  had  to  beat  back  the  customers!  Loads  of  med.  blue  blooms 
w/deeper  blue  lower  lips;  an  easy  grower  and  very  profuse  bloomer 
BRISTOL’S  DINGA  LING.  Sdbl.  white  blooms  w/dark  blue-purple 
streaks  on  lower  lobes;  a  heavy,  constant  bloomer 
BRISTOL’S  INK  BLOT.  Adorable,  nearly-black,  velvety  blooms 
w/tiny  yellow  eyes;  compact  grower 
BRISTOL’S  LILY  WHITE.  Sdbl.  nearly-pure  white  blooms  held  in 
masses  above  compact  foliage;  terrific  bloomer;  a  must-have  for 
those  wanting  white 

BRISTOL’S  PISH  POSH.  Lovely  white  blooms  w/round  pink-rayed 
eyes  in  center;  nice,  compact,  symmetrical  foliage;  pretty  plant 
and  easy  grower 


BRISTOL’S  STATIC  CHARGE.  Very  interesting  silver-purple 
blooms  w/dark  blue  rays  radiating  from  a  yellow  eye;  must  see  to 
believe;  sure  to  be  a  collectible 

MOM’S  PLANT.  Rescued  from  our  trash  by  Rob’s  mother,  this 
plant  spent  the  next  year  in  her  north  window  suffering  all  kinds 
of  the  worst  abuse  and  neglect.  Yet  it  never  was  without  dozens 
of  blooms  each  day  for  over  a  year!  We  were  convinced  -  this  is 
one  of  the  toughest,  best  blooming  streps  we’ve  grown  yet.  Oh 
...  the  blooms  are  light  blue  shaded  a  darker  blue-purple 


.plus  dozens  of  other  favorites 


NOT  JUST  MINIS!  WE  GROW  100’S  OF  STANDARD-SIZE  VARIETIES 

Besides  African  violets,  we  grow  a  good  selection  of  many  other  gesneriads 
We  also  offer  small-growing  Begonias,  Passiflora,  and  miniature  houseplants  for  containers 

PRICES:  $3.75  per  plant.  Please  add  $7  per  order  for  shipping  (beginning  April  15).  Winter  shipping  by  express  mail  only 
(call  us  for  details)  -  available  to  most  areas.  We  ship  anywhere  (internationally),  anytime,  safe-delivery  guaranteed! 


Special  offer:  10  different  plants  (our  choice)  $30  plus  shipping.  Club  project  and  wholesale  plants  at  discount  prices. 


Subscribe  to  “VioletsFun”  Photo  Journal! 

VioietsFun  is  an  exciting  new  journal  that  is  now  available.  In  addition  to  4  full-color  8  1/2"  X  11"  pages,  it  contains  cultural 
information,  reviews  of  latest  varieties,  interviews  with  leading  growers,  exhibitors  and  hybridizers,  and  reports  on  shows  we’ve  done 
or  seen.  It  is  our  way  of  sharing  our  mutual  love  of  African  violets  with  other  growers. 

VioletsFun  is  a  “diary”  of  our  own  experiences  with  growing  and  exhibiting  violets  and  will  be  published  bimonthly  at  a  cost  of  $10 
for  6  issues  ($12  outside  of  U.S.).  Subscriptions  placed  with  orders  of  $20  or  more  will  receive  one  free  plant!  You  need  not 
order  to  subscribe. 


SEND  $1  FOR  FULL-COLOR  CATALOG 
or  visit  our  web-site  at  www.mbsviolet.com 

DR.  RALPH  (ROB)  &  OLIVE  MA  ROBINSON  PHONE:  716-374-8592 

P.O.  BOX  9,  NAPLES,  NY  14512  Shop  &  Greenhouse  open  daily,  12  -  5  p.m. 


SEPTEMBER  SIGNALS  SEASON^S  END, 

FOR  MAILING  PLANTS  WHEN  SAFE  TO  SEND, 
SO  ORDER  PLANTS,  PLEASE  DON ^T  DELAY, 
ENHANCE  DREARY  WINTER  DAYS  IN  FULL  ARRAY. 


AUTUMN  SPECIAL 

Large  fully  grown  African  Violets  in  many  Standard  and  Optimara  varieties. 
All  in  3"  or  4”  pots.  Assorted  our  choice  (one  of  a  kind  sent). 

5  for  $21.95  postpaid  10  for  $36.95  postpaid 


CASCADE  OF  COLORS  ...  $2.95  each 

Aurora  Fantasy,  Blue  Parade,  Cherries  ‘N  Cream,  Fire  Mountain,  Hot  Pants,  Ivan,  Lila,  Louise, 
Pink  Cameo,  Rapid  Transit,  Razmataz,  Red  Robe,  Renata,  Toreador,  White  Cameo. 

BOLD  BARGAIN  BEAUTIES;.,,  $2.49  each 

Anniversary  Tribute,  Azure  Blue,  Bangle  Blue,  Billy  Penri,-_Brandywine,  Dazzler,  Firebird, 
Hallmark  Haven,  Ingrid,  Morning  Thunder,  Pink  Hill,  Rose  Lisere. 

MINIAT^HC^  SEl^MINI^^ 

Irish  Flirt  . . .  $3.95  '  . 

Little  White  Beauty,  Melanie,  Mini  Fayoriip^  .Party  Lace  . . .  $2.95  each 
Blue  Ice,  Little  Pro,  Snuggles  Innoceric^'%ffy  ...  $2.49  each 

POPULAR  TRA^ILERS  ...  $2.49  each 

Crafty  Farmer,  Royal  ^ue  Trailer,  Sky  Trailer 

SEMIMINIATURE  TRAILERS 

Lir  Run  Aft^und,  Ramblin  Fahtasy  .T  $2.95  each 
Pixie^^Iue,  Rosina  ...  $2.49  each 

Visit  our  web  site  at  www.tinarigreenhouses.com,  e-mail:  lil@tinarigreenhouses.com 
Plan  to  visit  our  Violet  Shop  -  Open  seven  day^a  week  when  traveling  through  our  area  for  custom  trimmed 
African  Violet  Baskets,  ideal  for  weddings,  showers,  parties  and  all  festive  occasions. 

ORDER  DIRECT  FROM  THIS  AD  BY  FAX,  PHONE  OR  MAIL 

SEND  $1.00  FOR  COLOR  CATALOG  FOR 
COMPLETE  LISTING  OE  VIOLETS  AND  ACCESSORIES 


WE  ACCEPT  CREDIT  CARD  ORDERS 
PHONE  1-215-947-0144 
FAX  1-215-947-2163 

PACKING  AND  POSTAL  COSTS: 

First  number  of  your  zip  code  indicates  your  zone 
Zone  0-1-2  ...  .  $6.95  per  shipment 
Zone  3-4-5  ....  $7.95  per  shipment 
Zone  6-7-8-9  .  .  $8.95  per  shipment 
CA  and  all  customers  west  of  MS  please 
include  an  additional  .35  per  plant. 


MasterCard..] 


DEPT.  AV 
COMMERCIAL  MEMBER 
AVS  OF  AMERICA,  INC 


Imi/ 


SINCE  1947 


Box  190,  232S  Valley  Road 
Huntingdon  Valley,  PA  19006 
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AVSA  Inforaiation 

FOR  CONDUCTING  BUSINESS  WITHIN  YOUR  SOCIETY 

FOR  ACCURATE  SERVICE,  SEND  YOUR  INQUIRIES  TO  THE  CORRECT  PERSON.  ALWAYS  INCLUDE  YOUR  NAME  AND  ADDRESS. 


MEMBERSHIP  DUES  INCREASE  EFFECTIVE  OCT.  1,  1999: 

Send  check  payable  to  AVSA  for  new  or  renewable  membership  to  AVSA  Office, 
2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702;  phone  409-839-4725.  Individual 
$20,  USA  only;  Individual,  all  other  countries  -  $22.50;  Commercial  USA  $32; 
Commercial  International  -  $33.75;  Life  (USA)  -  $275.  International  Life 
$325.00.  Remit  in  U.S.  Dollars  with  draft  or  check  on  a  USA  Bank.  See 
Membership  Application.  Master  CardWisa  accepted. 

AFFILIATES;  Chapter  -  $22.00;  Council,  State  or  Region  -  $22.00. 
MEMBERSHIP  AND  PROMOTION;  Send  ideas,  offers  to  help,  requests  for 
assistance  to  Anne  Tinari,  2325  Valley  Rd.,  Box  190,  Huntingdon  Valley,  PA 
19006. 

AFFILIATES:  For  information  on  Affiliates  or  how  to  organize  a  chapter, 
write  Bev  Promersberger,  P.  0.  Box  646,  Clintwood,  VA  24228.  E-mail 
clubs@avsa.org 

SHOW  SCHEDULE  APPROVER;  For  information  on  Shows,  AVSA  Awards 
and  Approving  Schedules  write  tO:  Patricia  Sutton,  1707  S.  77  E  Ave.,  Tulsa, 
OK  74112.  E-mail  sutpa01@worldnet.att.net 

AVSA  OFFICE;  Jenny  Daugereau,  Administrative  Coordinator,  2375  North 
Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702,  1-800-770-AVSA;  409-839-4725;  FAX 
409-839-4329.  Hours:  Monday  -  Friday,  9:00  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m.  CST.  E-mail 
avsa@earthlink.net 

BEST  VARIETIES:  HONOR  ROLL  COMPILER  Floyd  Lawson,  1100  W. 
Huntington  Drive,  Arcadia,  CA  91007. 

BOOSTER  FUND:  Send  contributions  to  Bill  Lyons,  38  Indian  Creek  Drive, 
Levittown,  PA  19057. 

BOYCE  EDENS  RESEARCH  FUND:  Send  contributions  to  Marlene  Buck, 
17235  N.  106th  Ave.,  Sun  City,  AZ  85373-1958. 

BUILDING  MAINTENANCE  FUND:  Send  contributions  to  Helen  Blanton,  622 
Riverside,  St.  Charles,  MO  63303. 

COMMERCIAL  ACTIVITIES:  Kent  Stork,  2501  E.  23rd  Ave.  S.,  Fremont,  NE 
68025. 

COMMERCIAL  SALES  &  EXHIBITS;  For  information  on  convention  entries 
or  sales  room,  contact  Pat  Richards,  15105  S.  Seminole  Dr.,  Olathe,  KS 
66062-3004. 

CONVENTION  AWARDS;  Jan.  issue.  Send  suggestions  or  contributions  for 
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Dear  AVSA  Members, 


The  holiday  season  is  here!  It  seems  like  only  yesterday  we  were 
involved  in  the  Omaha  convention.  Before  we  know  it,  it  will  be  time 
to  start  making  our  plans  for  the  Chicago  convention.  If  you  can’t 
think  of  anything  to  put  on  your  Christmas  list,  you  can  always  ask 
for  money  toward  your  trip  to  the  convention. 


The  Executive  Committee  and  the  Office  Staff  join  me  in  wishing  you  the  happiest 
holiday  season  ever  and  the  best  of  good  things  for  the  New  Year. 


Ip f fleers 


jLm-' 


ai 


cJkoi^ 
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Ruth  Rumsey  •  2375  North  Street  •  Beaumont,  Texas  77702 
(409)  839-4725  •  email  rrumsey@earthlink.net 


After  almost  two  years  of  drought  and  a  heat  wave  that 
broke  too  many  records  to  count,  we’re  actually  happy  to  have 
winter  come  to  Texas!  (Even  those  of  us  on  the  upper  Texas 
coast  who  prefer  to  spend  our  free  time  on  the  beach!) 

I’ve  mentioned  before  that  the  African  Violet  Magazine  is 
YOUR  publication.  Your  requests  for  more  growing  information 
have  been  heeded  and  I’m  still  open  to  more  suggestions  and 
ideas  for  topics  that  you  would  like  to  see  covered.  Please 
consider  putting  your  own  experiences  down  on  paper  and 
submitting  them  to  the  AVM.  This  magazine  is  a  fomm  for  all 
AVSA  members  to  share  the  joys  and  trials  of  growing  African 
violets. 

If  your  club  has  a  newsletter,  please  consider  putting  me  on 
your  mailing  list.  As  you  know,  much  of  the  information  in  the 
AVM  is  from  our  AVSA  affiliated  club  publications. 

I  recently  spoke  with  Virginia  Gibson,  a  member  of  the 
Aurora  Borealis  AVS  in  Anchorage,  Alaska.  We  talked  about 
the  problems  that  are  plaguing  small  clubs  around  the  country. 
Times  have  certainly  changed,  and  this  is  veiy  evident  when 
you  look  through  back  issues  of  the  AVM  from  earlier  decades. 
Gone  are  the  days  of  club  luncheons  when  most  members  were 
housewives  and  were  dressed  to  the  hilt  with  hats  and  gloves. 
These  days,  with  almost  everyone  holding  down  a  job,  clubs 
must  meet  in  the  evenings  or  on  weekends  and  it’s  more 
difficult  to  find  the  time. 

AVSA  isn’t  the  only  horticultural  organization  experiencing 
these  problems.  As  always,  increasing  membership  is  one  of 
our  goals.  One  strategy  we  are  tiying  is  to  encourage  the 
recruitment  of  younger  members.  Local  shows  are  one  way, 
and  school  programs  are  another. 

One  AVSA  Board  Member  doing  her  best  to  get  the  word 
out  is  my  friend  Georgette  Jolivette  from  Arizona.  Read  “It 
All  Started  at  Our  Show”  on  page  35.  Texan  Joyce  Stenger 
tells  us  about  the  success  her  club  found  in  joining  with 
another  club  at  show  time.  Read  “Just  By  Adding  a  Fellowship 
Class”,  page  13. 

Our  Affiliate  Chairman,  Bev  Promersberger  has  many 
helpful  suggestions  for  introducing  new  growers  to  the 
positives  of  club  membership.  If  your  club  is  experiencing 


membership  problems,  or  if  you  are  thinking  of  organizing  a 
new  club,  please  contact  Bev.  Her  address  and  email  informa¬ 
tion  are  on  the  inside  front  cover  -  the  AVSA  Information  page. 

Although  it  was  reported  in  the  Annual  Library  message  in 
the  July/August  AVM,  a  slide  program  of  new  introductions  for 
2000  is  NOT  and  will  not  be  available  through  our  Library. 
There  were  not  enough  slides  of  new  introductions  from  our 
hybridizers  to  make  a  full  slide  presentation.  If  your  club  has 
already  discussed  ordering  this  program  ( 1 98L)  please  find  a 
substitution.  We  regret  this  inconvenience. 

Plans  are  under  way  for  the  Chicago  2001  convention.  The 
January/February  2001  AVM  will  contain  the  “puiple  pages” 
insert,  your  guide  for  the  2001  convention  and  show. 

The  list  of  presentations  sounds  very  interesting  with 
topics  ranging  from  pest  control  safety,  hybridizing,  judging 
and  design  and  a  panel  on  potting  media.  There  will  also  be  a 
presentation  by  AVSA  past  president  and  the  hybridizer  of 
some  of  our  favorite  “small”  ones,  Hortense  Pittman. 
Another  presentation  will  feature  Ruth  Bann,  hybridizer  of 
some  of  my  favorite  plants  -  the  Rebel  series. 

Be  sure  to  check  the  Y2K  Best  Varieties  List,  on  page  42, 
compiled  by  Floyd  Lawson,  to  see  what  plants  are  the  25 
favorites  of  growers  around  the  world.  Our  “For  Beginners” 
columnists,  Kent  and  Joyce  Stork  invite  you  to  have  a  little 
fun  and  “Test  Your  Violet  1.0.”  on  page  8. 

I’ve  been  receiving  more  warnings  about  the  dangers  of 
asbestos-tainted  venuiculite.  The  EPA  feels  that  these  warnings 
should  be  taken  very  seriously.  As  mentioned  before,  the  EPA 
is  urging  gardeners  to  follow  these  safety  guidelines. 

•  Presume  any  vermiculite-containing  product  is 
contaminated. 

•  When  using  potting  soil  that  contains  vermiculite,  keep 
the  soil  damp  to  minimize  dust  and  pot  plants  outside. 

•  If  clothes  are  dusty,  do  not  shake  them  off.  Deposit  them 
in  your  washing  machine  immediately 


Have  a  wonderful  holiday  season! 
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Please  add  these  Affiliates  &  Judges  to  if  our 
September  /  October  2000  Insert 


Affiliates 

(Affiliates:  To  make  sure  your  club  appears  in  next  years  insert,  dues 

should  be  paid  on  time,  and  a  current  president  listed.) 

ARIZONA 

TUCSON  AVS,  Kathy  Bell,  President,  9611  E.  Blanding  Ln.,  Tlrcson, 
85747-9294 

COLORADO 

“HAPPINESS  IS”  AVS,  Betty  Margetts,  1603  Linden  ST,  Longmont, 
80501-2451 

FLORIDA 

HEART  OF  JACKSONVILLE  AVS,  Lucy  Walls,  President,  11453 
Americana  Ln,  Jacksonville,  32218-4045 

TAMPA  BAY  GESNERIAD  SOCIETY,  Mollie  Howell,  President,  1855 
McCauley  Rd.,  Clearwater,  33765-1512 

UPPER  PINELLAS  AVS,  Shirley  Killpatrick,  President,  1001  Starkey  Rd. 
Lot  379  Largo,  33771-5429 

GEORGIA 

AVC  OF  GREATER  ATLANTA,  Sarah  McGaha,  President,  4925  Howard 
Rd.,  Camming,  30040-5207 

GEORGIA  AV  JUDGES  SOCIETY,  Margie  Kotlear,  President,  112 
Skyview  Ct.,  Athens  30606-3847 

ILLINOIS 

FORT  MASSIC  AVS,  Kim  Thomasson,  President,  3658  Mermet  Rd. 
Beknap,  62908-2302 

ILLINOIS  AVS  INC.,  Anna  Jean  Landgren,  President,  2450  Iroquois  Rd., 
Wilmette,  60091-1368 

MASSACHUSETTS 

MOBY  DICK  AVC,  John  Cook,  President,  28  Minot  ST,  Falmouth, 
02540-2840 

MINNESOTA 

LAKES  AREA  VIOLET  GROWERS,  Ken  Rein,  President,  1492  Hamline 
Ave.  N.,  Saint  Paul,  55108-2350 

NEW  JERSEY 

NEW  JERSEY  CNCL/AV  JUDGES,  Frank  Senna,  President,  13  Harvard 
Way,  Oakland,  07436-3501 

TRISTATE  AV  COUNCIL,  Fred  Hill,  President,  88  Horeshoe  Ln,  S., 
Columns,  08022-1062 

NEW  YORK 

AVS  OF  SYRACUSE,  Peter  Thompson,  President,  212  Locksley  Rd., 
Syracuse,  13224-18271 

NEW  YORK  CITY  AVS,  Jim  McGregor,  President,  128  W  58th  St.,  C/0 
the  Horticultural  Society  of  NY,  New  York,  10019-2103 

OHIO 

COLUMBUS  AVS,  Thelma  Miller,  President,  1771  Kermit  Ave., 
Columbus,  43207-1640 


OHIO  STATE  AVS,  Betty  Bartley,  President,  3920  Monterey  Ave., 
Springfield,  45504-3513 

PENNSYLVANIA 

AVS  OF  CENTRAL  PENNSYLVANIA,  Susan  Reis,  President,  1181 
Williams  St.,  State  College,  16801-6310 
UTAH 

AVS  OF  UTAH,  Todd  Bertagnolli,  President,  1179  Blair  St.,  Apt  8,  Salt 
Lake  City,  84111-4754 

AUSTRALIA 

AV  ASSOCIATION  OF  AUSTRALIA,  Patricia  O’Reiley,  President,  4 
Batavia  PL,  Baulkham  Hills  NSW  2153 
AVGS  OF  CANBERRA,  INC,  C/0  Griffin  Centre,  Bunda  St.,  Canberra  City, 
ACT  2601 

CANADA 

CAREFREE  GESNERIAD  SOCIETY,  Florence  Duesterbeck,  President, 
2235  Montreal  St.,  Regina  SK  S4P  1J7 
MONCTONIAN  AVS,  Sandy  Golding,  President,  613  Philip  Rd.,  Apt. 
613,  Riverview,  NB  ElB  2M2 

FUNDY  VIOLET  CLUB,  Susan  Brooks,  President,  260  Douglas  Ave., 
Saint  John,  NB  E2K  1E6 

WINNIPEG  AVS,  Bonnie  Batchelor,  President,  320  Lake  Ridge  Rd., 
Winnipeg,  MB  R2Y  1K4 

EDMONTON  AVS,  Keith  Hussen,  #1401  8315-105  St.,  Edmonton,  AB 
T6E  4H4 

Judges 

(Judge:  To  make  sure  you  are  included  in  next  years  insert,  make  sure 
your  AVSA  dues  are  paid  and  your  Judges  Certificate  is  current.) 

'  Jennifer  KeJJum,  15831  SW  54th  PL,  Davie,  FL.,  33331-3376 
®  Stephanie  Duncan,  2030  Youngblood  Dr.,  Hephzibah,  GA.  30815- 
4452 

s  LuAnn  Christenson,  2501  E  28th  Ct.,  Davenport,  lA  52803-2101 
®  Julie  Fox,  9535  N  Conant  Ave.,  Platte  City,  MO  64079-9144 
Dale  Jasaitis,  72  Old  York  Rd.,  Bordentown,  NJ.,  08505-2912 
'  Michael  Leary,  32  West  Ave.  Apt.  2,  Fairport,  NY,  14450-2102 
'  Sharon  Leary,  32  West  Ave.  Apt  2,  Fairport,  NY  14450-2102 
5  Judith  Niemira,  12  Dappled  Dr.,  East  Amherst,  NY,  14051-1420 
'  Fred  Packer,  20  Mafalda  Dr.,  Buffalo,  NY,  14215-2018 
'  Claire  Schirtzer,  158  W  Hudson  St.,  Long  Beach,  NY  1 1561-1925 
^  Jane  Weber,  50  Belknap  Dr.  Noithport,  NY  1 1 768-3402 
^  Susan  Allison,  136  Zengel  Dr.  Centerville,  OH  45459-4412 
'  Pat  Hancock,  PO  Box  8085  West  Chester,  OH  45069-8085 
'  Sharon  Holtzman,  6971  Olentangy  Ln,  Cincinnati,  OH  45244-3146 
=  Carol  Shepard,  169  Westwind  Dr.  Avon  Lake,  OH  44012-2406 
I  Suzanne  Altenburg,  12633  Memorial  Dr  Apt  82,  Houston  TX  77024- 
4843 

=  Debra  Mischel,  2302  Mayfield  Dr.  Round  Rock,  TX  78681-1418 
“  Laura  Shannon,  8845  Norwood  Ave,  Philadelphia,  PA  19118-2710 
Susan  Dublinski,  937  N  Pine  Ct.  Lynden  WA.  98264-9774 
'  Lucy  Carrick-Wedel,  14  Hiawatha  Rd.  Toronto,  ON  M47  2X8  Canada 
®  Annie  Simard,  537  Iberville,  Mont.  St.  Hilaire  PQ  J3H  4G9  Canada 
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Not  all  traits  in  African  violets  follow  a  simple 
dominant/recessive  inheritance  pattern.  Some  traits  are 
controlled  by  several  genes,  a  genetic  pattern  known  as 
polygene  inheritance.  An  example  of  this  type  of  inheritance 
in  African  violets  is  plant  size.  There  appears  to  be  3-4  genes 
that  add  to  the  final  size  of  the  plant.  A  dominant  in  any  of 
the  genes  makes  the  plant  grow  larger.  The  more  copies  of 
the  dominant  genes  that  are  present,  the  larger  the  plant  will 
grow.  For  example,  a  plant  whose  genotype  is  AaBbCc  (3 
dominants)  will  grow  larger  than  a  plant  that  is  AaBbcc  (2 
dominants).  Plants  that  are  AABBCC  (6  dominants)  will  grow 
to  be  very  large  standards  while  those  that  are  aabbcc  (no 
dominants)  will  be  very  small  miniatures.  If  two  plants  that 
are  AaBbCc  are  crossed  together,  the  offspring  will  follow  a 
bell-curve  range  of  plant  sizes  from  very  large  to  very  small. 
However,  most  of  the  offspring  will  be  similar  to  the  parents 
in  size.  The  size  of  the  offspring  is  further  modified  by  the 
growing  conditions.  A  plant  that  has  the  genetic  potential  to 
grow  large  will  never  do  so  if  not  given  the  proper 
environment.  True  miniatures  conversely,  will  not  grow  to 
the  size  of  standards  no  matter  how  optimum  the  growing 
conditions.  Therefore,  plant  size  is  the  result  of  the  combina¬ 
tion  of  genetic  potential  and  environmental  conditions.  The 
inheritance  of  plant  size  is  further  illustrated  through  the  first 
three  questions. 


✓^^If  I  cross  a  standard  with  a  semi-mini,  what  will 
0  be  the  size  of  the  offspring? 

A:  According  to  the  polygene  inheritance  model,  the 
standard  plant  is  likely  one  with  3-4  dominants  while  the 
semi-mini  may  have  only  1-2  dominants.  Most  of  the 
offspring  will  be  approximately  the  size  of  the  two  parents. 


but  a  few  may  be  smaller  or  larger  than  either  parent. 


Q 


^How  can  I  hybridize  for  microminiature  violets? 


A:  The  easiest  way  to  produce  very  small  violets  is  to 
breed  miniatures  together  or  cross  directly  onto  microminia¬ 
tures.  The  hybridizing  of  “like  to  like”  should  produce  a  high 
number  of  small  growing  offspring.  However,  if  you  must 
breed  to  a  larger  plant  to  pick  up  some  desired  trait,  try 
crossing  your  smallest  growing  FI  offspring  together  to 
produce  the  F2  generation.  This  should  help  to  conserve  the 
desired  trait  and  the  small  plant  size  in  at  least  a  small 
number  of  the  F2  offspring. 

You  may  run  into  some  loss  of  fertility  in  the 
microminiature  violets  due  to  the  reduction  in  size  of  the 
sexual  parts.  If  this  happens,  crossing  to  semi-miniatures  or 
miniatures  may  be  necessary  rather  than  using  the 
microminiature  violets  directly  as  parents. 


0^1  have  heard  it  said  to  use  a  miniature  plant  for 
0  small  size,  but  to  backcross  to  a  standard  for  high 
flower  count.  Is  there  any  truth  to  this  saying? 

A:  There  is  some  accuracy  in  this  saying.  When  a 
miniature  is  used  to  reduce  the  size  of  the  offspring,  the 
number  of  flowers  that  the  plant  can  support  will  also  be 
reduced.  Crossing  miniatures  together  will  give  very  small 
growing  plants,  but  their  flower  counts  will  be  low. 
Backcrossing  to  a  standard  will  increase  the  number  of 
flowers,  but  the  resulting  offspring  will  be  more  semi-minia¬ 
ture  in  size  than  true  miniatures.  It  can  be  frustrating  to  keep 
these  offspring  small  enough  to  compete  in  the  miniature 
show  classes.  If  you  release  plants  produced  through  this 
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method,  give  some  careful  thought  and  evaluation  before 
describing  the  plants  as  “miniatures”  rather  than  the  “semi¬ 
miniatures”  they  might  actually  be. 

0^Is  it  more  important  to  have  the  seed  parent  or  the 
#  pollen  parent  with  good  traits? 

A:  Most  traits  in  African  violets  are  inherited  equally 
from  both  parents.  There  isn’t  usually  an  advantage  in  using 
one  plant  as  the  pollen  parent  as  compared  to  the  seed 
parent.  The  exceptions  to  this  rale  are  in  leaf  variegation  and 
in  double  flowers.  Most  variegation  types  are  inherited  only 
through  the  maternal  line.  Therefore,  to  produce  variegated 
plants,  you  have  to  use  the  variegated  parent  as  the  seed 
parent.  Plants  with  double  flowers  may  not  produce  any 
viable  pollen  and  are  often  male  sterile.  In  order  to  use  these 
plants  in  a  cross,  they  have  to  be  used  as  the  seed  parent. 
Plants  that  produce  good  pollen  such  as  singles  and  semi¬ 
doubles  may  make  better  pollen  parents,  but  the  inheritance 
of  their  flower  color  traits,  etc.,  will  be  equal  between  both  the 
seed  and  pollen  parent. 


0 


^How  is  the  ‘Firebird’  flower  pattern  inherited? 


As  This  flower  pattern  appears  to  be  a  genetic  dominant 
to  solid  colored  or  plain  flowers.  Since  the  red  flower  color  of 
‘Firebird’  is  a  genetic  recessive  to  blue  flower  color,  an  inter¬ 
esting  cross  might  be  to  cross  ‘Firebird’  to  a  blue  flowered 
plant.  About  50%  of  the  offspring  should  have  the  ‘Firebird’ 
pattern.  !f  the  blue  parent  is  homozygous  dominant,  all  of  the 
offspring  will  have  blue  flowers. 

Another  interesting  cross  would  be  to  use  a  variegated 
blue  flowered  plant  as  the  seed  parent  and  ‘Firebird’  as  the 
pollen  parent.  The  FI  offspring  would  have  variegated 
foliage,  blue  flowers  and  about  half  would  have  the  ‘Firebird’ 
pattern.  This  could  be  a  very  attractive  combination  of  leaf 
and  flower  characters. 

It  may  also  be  possible  to  combine  the  ‘Firebird’  pattern 
with  other  genetic  dominant  flower  pattern  traits  such  as 
raspberry  flowers  or  geneva  edges.  I’m  not  sure  what  the 
combination  of  traits  would  exactly  look  like,  but  they  may 


Watering  With  Capillary  Matting 


by  Ralph  and  Olive  Ma  Robinson 
Naples,  NY 


what  is  capillary  matting,  and  how  is  it  used?  Very  sim¬ 
ply,  capillary  matting  is  a  fancy  term  for  a  blanket  upon 
which  your  potted  plants  sit.  Though  you  can  buy  more 
expensive  materials,  any  blanket  made  of  synthetic  (not 
wool  or  cotton)  materials  works  well.  We  go  to  Wal  Mart  or 
K-Mart  and  buy  the  cheapest  acrylic  blankets  available. 
When  the  blanket  is  placed  in  a  waterproof  tray  or  container, 
and  kept  wet,  plants  sitting  on  the  blanket  are  able  to  draw 
water  from  the  surface  of  the  blanket  by  “capillary  action”. 
This  happens  through  the  drainage  holes  in  the  bottom  of  the 
pot,  where  soil  contacts  blanket. 

The  greatest  advantage  of  this  method  is  that  a  large 
number  of  plants  can  be  kept  watered  with  minimal  effort. 
The  number  that  can  be  kept  watered  is  limited  only  by  the 
size  of  the  blanket.  Most  of  our  smaller  plants  are  grown  this 
way.  In  less  than  an  hour,  we  can  water  thousands  of  plants. 
We  prefer  to  let  the  blanket  completely  dry  (and  the  plants 
begin  to  dry)  before  watering  again.  Should  you  choose  to 
keep  the  blanket  constantly  wet,  a  very  light  soil  mix  should 
be  used,  containing  lots  of  perlite. 

There  are  some  disadvantages.  First,  a  constantly  wet 


surface,  especially  if  the  blanket  is  light-colored  can  be  quick¬ 
ly  covered  in  unsightly  algae.  We  solve  this  by  washing  the 
blankets  once  every  three  weeks,  then  adding  some  Physan 
20  in  the  first  watering  afterwards.  Because  many  plants  are 
watered  at  once,  another  problem  is  that  all  are  given  water 
whether  or  not  they  need  it  at  the  time.  Young  plants  with 
smaller  root  systems  and  some  less  vigorous  varieties  may  be 
overwatered.  We  try  to  keep  plants  of  the  same  size  and  age 
together  on  the  same  shelf  as  much  as  possible.  The  last, 
potentially  most  serious  problem  is  the  ease  with  which  one 
diseased  plant  can  infect  all  of  its  neighbors  on  the  same 
shelf.  The  wet  mat  is  a  perfect  means  of  transportation  for 
pests  and  disease.  For  this  reason,  cleanliness  is  of  utmost 
importance,  and  never  introduce  new  plants  onto  a  shelf 
without  having  quarantined  them  first. 

All  in  all,  if  you  take  the  above  precautions,  and  you 
haven’t  the  time  to  water  a  large  number  of  plants,  mat 
watering  may  be  the  answer  for  you. 
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Kent  &  Joyce  Stork 

2501  East  23rd  Ave.  S 
Fremont,  NE  68025 


just  for  fun  take  the  following  test  and  record  the  answer 
that  most  accurately  reflects  your  growing  habits.  Then 
compare  your  answer  with  the  section  following  and  find  your 
score! 

1.  I  water  my  violets... 

A.  When  I  think  of  it  or  when  the  plants  seem  really  dry. 

B.  Once  a  week,  on  the  same  day  each  week. 

C.  Constantly,  using  a  self-watering  system  designed  for 
violets. 

D.  Water? 

2.  When  I  water... 

A.  I  let  the  violets  stand  in  water  for  however  long  it  takes 
to  soak  up  the  water. 

B.  I  water  a  little  bit  into  the  top  of  the  pot,  but  never 
enough  to  run  out  the  bottom. 

C.  I  use  a  self-watering  system  and  occasionally  water 
from  the  top  to  leach  the  soil. 

D.  I  water  thoroughly  either  from  the  top  or  bottom  and 
empty  the  saucer  soon  after. 

3.  The  following  best  describes  the  light  my  violets  get: 

A.  Fluorescent  light  1 2  inches  above  the  foliage  for  twelve 
hours  a  day. 

B.  Bright  window  light  with  plants  sitting  nearby. 

C.  Some  light  from  windows  with  plants  sitting  in  center 
of  room. 

D.  Fluorescent  light  2  to  4  feet  above  the  foliage  for  16  to 
20  hours  a  day. 

4.  The  following  best  describes  my  fertilizing  habits: 

A.  Once  or  twice  a  year,  if  I  think  of  it. 

B.  Once  a  month,  following  package  directions 

C.  Once  a  week  or  constantly  (if  using  self-watering 
system)  at  a  slightly  weaker-than-recommended 
rate. 

D.  Once  a  week  using  a  little  more  than  is  recommended. 

5.  The  following  best  describes  the  soil  in  which  my  violets 

are  growing: 


TEST  YOUR 
VIOLET  I.Q. 


A.  Good  firm  garden  dirt. 

B.  Potting  mix  that  is  fairly  dense  and  packs  down  well. 

C.  Very  loose  porous  potting  mix  that  is  not  packed 
down  at  all. 

D.  The  soil  mix  that  my  violets  came  in  when  I  got  them. 

6.  The  temperature  in  my  growing  space  is... 

A.  Usually  around  72  degrees  during  the  day  and  a  little 
cooler  at  night. 

B.  Variable,  sometimes  over  80  degrees  during  the  day 
and  much  cooler  at  other  times. 

C.  Usually  below  70  degrees  all  the  time. 

D.  Usually  warmer  than  80  all  the  time. 

7.  My  violets  are  growing  in  pots  that  are... 

A.  Made  of  plastic  or  non-porous  materials. 

B.  Clay. 

C.  Mixture  of  both  clay  and  plastic  or  non-porous 
materials. 

8.  Measure  your  violet’s  leaf  span  (the  diameter  across) ,  then 
measure  the  diameter  of  the  pot  in  which  it  is  growing.  The 
ratio  of  the  leaf  span  to  the  pot  is: 

A.  1  to  2  (plant  is  half  the  diameter  of  the  pot) . 

B.  1  to  1  (plant  is  the  same  size  as  the  pot) . 

C.  2  to  1  (plant  is  twice  the  size  of  the  pot) . 

D.  3  to  1  (plant  is  three  times  the  size  of  the  pot). 

9.  I  repot  my  violets... 

A.  I  don’t. 

B.  At  least  once  every  year. 

C.  Whenever  I  see  a  neck  developing  underneath  the 

leaves. 

D.  Whenever  they  start  to  look  sick. 

10.  If  I  saw  a  side-shoot  forming  between  the  leaves  of  my 
violet,  I  would... 

A.  Poke  it  out  immediately. 

B.  Remove  it  carefully  when  it  was  big  enough  to  be 
planted  in  its  own  pot. 

C.  Let  it  grow. 
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ANSWERS 

1 .  A  =  0  points,  B  =  1  point,  C  =  2  points,  and  D  =  subtract  1 
point. 

This  question  is  about  how  often  to  water.  Constant  self¬ 
watering  is  the  ideal  way  to  provide  consistent  moisture  to  vio¬ 
lets,  and  to  maximize  blooming  and  growing.  Once-a-week 
water  will  still  result  in  nice  plants,  but  this  method  is  vulner¬ 
able  to  changes  in  your  schedule  as  well  as  abnormally  low  or 
high  humidity  (which  will  change  how  much  water  your  vio¬ 
lets  demand) .  Watering  only  when  plants  appear  dry,  or  when 
you  think  about  it,  will  result  in  small,  tired-looking  leaves  and 
few  flowers.  Forget  to  water  entirely  and  your  hobby  is  at  risk. 

2.  A  =  subtract  1  point,  B  =  0  points,  C  =  2  points,  and  D 
=1  point 

Although  this  question  also  addresses  watering,  the  issue 
here  is  how  much.  Again  the  self-watering  method  wins  out.  It 
provides  enough  water  (unlike  choice  B)  without  the  riste  of 
root  rot  that  choice  A  has.  Notice  the  addition  to  self-watering 
however!  Once  in  a  while,  a  good  grower  will  water  violets 
from  the  top  of  the  pot  so  that  the  water  runs  through  leaching 
out  fertilizer  salts  that  inevitably  build  up.  If  you  self-water  but 
don’t  leach,  subtract  one  point.  Choice  D  is  a  very  satisfactory 
method  for  watering  violets,  particularly  when  water  is  occa¬ 
sionally  added  at  the  top  of  the  pot. 

3.  A  =  2  points,  B  =  1  point,  C  =  0  points,  D  =  1  point 
Violets  require  fairly  bright  light  in  order  to  produce  flow¬ 
ers  and  a  flat  leaf  pattern.  Ideally,  they  should  be  grown  under 
fluorescent  lights  as  described  in  A.  The  length  of  day  and  the 
distance  from  the  leaves  may  vary  slightly  from  grower  to 
grower,  however.  Subtract  one  point  if  these  lights  are  left  on 
day  and  night,  24  hours.  Since  artificial  light  isn’t  always  a 
possible  choice,  growing  your  plants  in  a  location  very  close  to 
a  bright  window  is  a  good  substitute.  Give  yourself  a  bonus 
one  point  if  you  turn  your  plants  at  least  once  a  week  to  even 
out  the  amount  of  light  to  all  sides.  In  many  office  situations, 
the  option  of  placing  violets  near  a  ceiling  fluorescent  fixture 
that  is  lit  for  long  hours  each  day  works  well.  Subtract  one 
point  if  the  ceiling  lights  are  on  for  less  than  twelve  hours  a 
day.  Are  your  violets  sitting  far  away  from  adequate  light?  You 
may  notice  that  the  leaves  seem  to  be  growing  upward  and 
that  your  violets  don’t  bloom  well  because  of  this. 

4.  A  =  0  points,  B  =  1  point,  C  =  two  points,  and  D  =  subtract 
one  point. 

It  may  surprise  you  to  find  that  it  is  wise  to  use  a  conser¬ 
vative  approach  to  fertilizing.  A  regular  and  frequent  diet  of 
weak  fertilizer  will  produce  better  results  for  most  growers  than 
the  other  methods,  especially  if  it  is  added  to  the  constant- 
water  reservoir.  Too  much  fertilizer  can  result  in  a  build-up  of 
salts  in  the  soil  which  cause  leaves  to  bum.  It  is  actually  more 
dangerous  to  overuse  fertilizer  than  to  forget  it  entirely!  On  the 
other  hand,  violets  do  need  their  nutrients,  and  proper  fertiliz¬ 
ing  will  improve  blooming  and  growing  patterns. 

5.  A  =  subtract  one  point,  B  =  0  points,  C  =  2  points,  and 
D  =  0  points 


Neither  garden  dirt,  nor  the  average  potting  mix  that  is 
available  in  stores  will  provide  your  violet  roots  with  the 
amount  of  air  and  space  that  they  need  for  optimum  growth. 
Only  a  very  loose  mix  that  is  not  packed  down  at  all  will  allow 
those  fine  hair  roots  to  thrive!  Often  the  soil  that  your  violet 
came  in  will  also  be  too  heavy  (greenhouses  tend  to  use  one 
mix  for  all  types  of  plants) .  Try  this  test:  poke  your  finger  into 
the  soil  in  which  your  violet  is  potted  and  push  it  all  the  way 
to  the  bottom  of  the  pot.  If  this  is  impossible  or  very  difficult, 
the  soil  is  too  heavy  and  needs  to  have  a  “soil  lightener”  like 
perlite  or  vermiculite  added.  This  airy  mix  is  also  best  for 
constant-water  methods  of  growing. 

6.  A  =  2  points,  B  =  subtract  one  point,  C  =  0  points,  and 

D  =  0  points 

Temperature  is  surprisingly  important  in  determining  the 
overall  health  of  violets.  Temperatures  in  the  mid  to  low  70's 
are  ideal.  The  more  consistent  the  temperature,  the  more  con¬ 
sistent  the  growth  of  the  leaves.  But  when  the  temperature  is 
consistently  too  warm,  the  leaves  will  grow  with  invariably 
long  stems  resulting  in  a  lanky  look.  When  the  temperature  is 
regularly  too  cool,  the  leaves  grow  with  stems  that  are  habitu¬ 
ally  too  short  which  may  be  so  tight  that  blossom  stems  can’t 
get  through.  Too  cool  temperatures  can  cause  flowers  to  be 
deeper  in  color  and  to  last  longer  (not  an  awful  problem) ,  while 
warm  temperatures  will  have  the  opposite  effect  of  fading  col¬ 
ors  and  shortening  the  life  of  flowers.  Either  of  those  choices 
remains  better  than  widely  varying  temperatures  during  the 
day.  Aside  from  the  resulting  problems  of  uneven  growth, 
these  temperature  differences  allow  fungus  to  thrive. 

7.  A  =  2  points,  B  =  1  point,  and  C  =  0 

Non-porous  pots,  and  plastic  is  the  least  expensive,  are 
really  best  for  growing  violets.  Plastic  pots  work  well  with  con¬ 
stant-water  methods  of  growing,  do  not  accumulate  salts  on 
the  rim,  are  lightweight,  and  easy  to  clean  for  reuse.  None  of 
that  is  true  for  clay  pots.  It  is  also  difficult  to  find  clay  pots  in 
the  squatty  smaller  size  that  violets  prefer.  Using  a  com.bination 
of  different  types  of  pots  requires  you  to  use  different  watering 
patterns  (even  if  you  don’t  constant  water) ,  according  to  the 
pot  type,  since  clay  pots  will  dry  out  sooner  and  watering  must 
be  done  more  often.  This  is  not  easy  to  keep  track  of,  and  even¬ 
tually  some  plants  will  be  over-  or  under-watered. 

8.  A  =  subtract  one  point,  B  =  0  points,  C  =  1  point,  D  =  2 

points 

Violets  like  to  be  in  small  pots!  Nature  planted  them  in  the 
crevices  between  rocks,  and  they  have  never  thrived  in  big 
spaces  since.  Violet  leaves  should  always  cover  the  entire  pot 
and  hang  over  the  edges.  This  allows  the  roots  to  fill  the 
entire  pot,  maximizing  their  use  of  available  water,  and 
encouraging  the  violet  to  direct  its  energies  toward  flowering. 

9.  A  =  subtract  one  point,  B  =  2  points,  C  =  2  points,  and  D  =  0 

It  is  important  to  repot  violets  frequently...  not  into  a  bigger 

pot  but  into  fresh  soil  that  buries  any  exposed  neck.  Regular 
repotting  is  not  as  stressful  as  desperation  repotting  (when 
your  violet  is  no  longer  thriving).  In  fact,  violets  that  are 
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repotted  yearly  may  live  for  forty  years  or  more!  You  may  use 
either  the  calendar  (once  a  year)  or  your  eyes  (see  a  neck  and 
repot  that  violet)  as  a  successful  guide.  Subtract  two  points  if 
you  forget  to  look. 

10.  A  =  2  points,  B  =  2  points,  and  C  =  0  points 

Side-shoots  on  violets  are  called  suckers.  Growers  have  a 
choice  of  eliminating  them  immediately  or  using  them  for  prop¬ 
agation  purposes  sometime  later.  Suckers  with  four  to  six 
leaves  should  be  removed,  either  for  propagation  or  the 
garbage.  Some  growers  prefer  to  poke  them  out  when  they 
have  four  leaves  or  less,  but  be  careful  that  it  really  is  a  suck¬ 
er  and  not  a  flower  stem!  Allowing  suckers  to  grow  to  full  size 
will  put  them  in  competition  with  the  mother  plant.  Eventually 
it  will  have  a  bushy  form,  and  often  flowers  are  reduced  in  size 
or  number.  It  won’t  kill  the  plant  to  leave  it,  but  good  growers 
know  better. 


Scoring 
15  to  20  points 

You  are  a  top-notch  grower  and  really  ought  to  be  exhibit¬ 
ing  your  perfect  violets  at  an  AVSA  show! 

10  to  15  points 

You  do  pretty  well  with  violets,  but  there  is  still  room  for 
improvement. 

5  to  10  points 

Your  violets  are  probably  just  getting  by.  Why  not  try  a  few 
of  the  tips  and  see  how  much  better  they  can  look? 

5  points  or  less 

There  are  no  lost  causes  and  no  brown  thumbs...  only 
those  who  haven’t  learned  how!  It’s  time  for  you  to  find  more 
information  on  this  wonderful  hobby  so  that  you  can  really 
enjoy  it! 


WHAT’S  WRONG  WITH  MY  FLOWERS? 

by  Sue  Gardner 


Thrips 

At  some  stage  we  all  meet  a  problem  when  growing  plants. 
If  you  find  your  African  violets  flowers  do  not  look  quite  right, 
it  is  time  to  do  some  detective  work! 

If  you  see  pollen  spilled  on  petals  or  leaves,  take  a  closer 
look.  Many  mature  flowers  do  shed  some  pollen  but,  if  it  seems 
excessive,  it  may  be  thrips! 

Thrips  are  tiny  insects  between  0.5  -  4mm  long.  When 
infesting  flower  stamens  they  are  usually  at  their  smallest.  The 
ones  that  enter  our  homes  and  inhabit  our  violets  are  long, 
usually  cream,  black,  tan  or  grey.  The  adult  has  feathery 
wings,  but  it  is  the  immature  thrips  that  eat  away  at  our 
flowers  and  ruin  them. 

The  rules  to  avoid  thrips  are: 

•  Do  not  bring  cut  flowers  near  your  violets. 

•  Wash  hands  and  remove  gardening  clothes  before 
handling  violets. 

•  Tell  your  cat  or  dog  not  to  go  near  the  plants  if  he  or  she  is 
giving  thrips  a  ride. 

•  Don’t  put  your  violets  near  an  open  window  where  the 
thrips  can  jump  in. 

If  you  think  you  have  thrips,  gently  flick  the  pollen  sacs 
and  watch  the  flower  with  a  magnifying  glass.  You  will  see  the 
tiny  thrips  scurrying  across  the  petals.  Do  this  a  few  times  to 
be  sure. 

To  kill  thrips  spray  with  an  insecticide  recommended  for 
thrips,  holding  the  can  about  1 2  inches  away  from  the  plant. 
Remove  all  the  blossoms  in  case  any  unhatched  eggs  remain. 
The  plant  will  flower  again.  With  a  heavy  infestation,  the 
petals  can  be  damaged,  stamens  are  dry  and  eaten  or  even  the 
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leaves  streaked.  But  never  fear,  you  can  control  thrips. 

Powdery  Mildew 

If  your  flower  stems  have  a  white  powdery  appearance, 
you  probably  have  powdery  mildew.  The  petals  can  also 
become  affected. 

To  prevent  powdery  mildew,  we  are  often  advised  to 
make  sure  the  air  around  our  plants  keeps  moving.  To  do  this 
we  can  use  a  fan  or  open  a  window  away  from  the  vicinity 
of  the  plants.  I  think  this  helps  but  it  is  also  important  to  keep 
the  plants  growing  in  an  environment  where  fungus  spores 
don’t  germinate.  This  means  to  keep  a  temperature  of  about 
65  -  75°.  If  it  is  cooler  in  winter,  perhaps  keep  humidity  down 
by  allowing  plants  to  be  a  little  drier. 

Use  a  spray  which  is  formulated  for  mildew.  Be  careful  to 
keep  the  spray  about  a  foot  from  the  plant  to  avoid  damaging 
the  foliage.  Some  people  recommend  spraying  with  a  solution 
of  baking  soda  (1/4  teaspoon  to  a  cup  of  water).  I  have  not 
tried  it.  All  sprays  usually  damage  blossoms  to  some  extent,  so 
expect  that. 

Aphids 

These  are  common  garden  insects,  which  can  be  carried 
into  the  house  in  the  same  way  as  thrips.  They  can  be  green, 
black,  brown  or  many  other  colors.  They  are  about  1.5mm 
long  and  pear  shaped. 

If  you  observe  the  precautions  as  for  thrips  you  should  not 
be  troubled,  but  if  you  need  to  spray,  be  careful  to  avoid 
damage  to  foliage. 

From  the  Newsletter  of  the  Early  Mom  AV  Group,  Inc. 
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H^io/etsy 


Barbara  Elkin 
Vintage  Violets  Committee 
2855  Gayle  Lane 
Auburn,  CA  95602-9674 
email:  bjabar@earthlink,net 

In  Remembrance 


It  seems  that  the  older  we  get  the  more  we  reflect  on  the 
past.  Do  you  remember  your  first  African  violet?  1  do!  It  had 
no  name  but  bloomed  all  the  time.  I  never  fussed  over  it.  It 
just  grew  and  bloomed.  I  never  got  the  foliage  wet  or  let  it  sit 
in  water.  At  this  point  I  think  the  only  food  it  got  was  what 
the  houseplants  had.  It  sat  on  my  stereo  in  a  south-facing 
window  behind  a  sheer  curtain.  1  loved  it  and  it  loved  where 
it  sat. 

Now  remember  this  it  was  way  back  in  the  early  70’s 
that  I  got  this  beauty.  1  don’t  remember  from  whom  or  where 
but  it  was  my  favorite  houseplant  way  back  then.  Well  one 
day  in  1974,  I  joined  the  local  African  violet  club  and  the 
ladies  made  a  house  call  to  see  my  wonderful  plant.  It  was 
still  in  bloom  and  I  was  so  proud  of  it!  The  ladies  took  one 
look  and  just  about  died.  You  see  the  pot  was  on  one  side  of 
my  stereo  and  the  blooms  were  5  feet  away.  I  just  loved  my 
plant,  kept  the  dead  leaves  and  blooms  off  and  added  soil  to 
the  pot  about  once  a  year.  I  said  I  added  soil,  not  re-potted. 
Because  the  clay  pot  was  so  encrusted  with  salts  I  had  slipped 
it  into  a  decorative  pot.  The  dirty  pot  didn’t  show  so  it  didn’t 


occur  to  me  to  give  it  a  clean  one. 

This  is  where  my  education  started.  My  lovely  plant  was 
identified  as  ‘Double  Black  Cherry’.  These  wise  ladies  dumped 
my  baby  out  of  it’s  pot  and  cut  off  it’s  head.  Then  it  was  my 
turn  to  die!  The  sad  tale  is  that  it  died!  I  was  very  upset  over 
this  and  my  future  in  AVSA  almost  came  to  an  abrupt  end  right 
there. 

From  that  point  on  the  ladies  never  let  me  out  of  their 
sight.  I  was  given  a  new  ‘Double  Black  Cherry’  and  a  few  more 
to  keep  it  company.  Isn’t  this  the  way  we  all  started  our  obses¬ 
sion  with  violets? 

The  moral  of  my  story?  Don’t  chop  off  your  head  until  you 
know  what  you’re  doing.  Somewhere  along  the  line  we  do 
learn  and  it  makes  our  hobby  a  real  winner.  Yes,  there  is  still  a 
‘Double  Black  Cherry’  in  my  collection.  Maybe  not  as  big  or 
should  I  say  as  “long”,  but  it’s  still  blooming. 

Remember  when  someone  is  good  enough  to  share  with 
you,  please  return  their  postage.  When  making  an  inquiry  from 
me  always  send  a  self-addressed  and  stamped  envelope  for  my 
reply. 


Bagdad 

Easter  Bonnet 

Midnight  Star 

Quintara 

Bing  Cherry 

Fantasy  Wasp 

My  Lady  Sue 

Ruthie’s  Bell 

Brilliant  Lady 

Hot  Line 

Oui  Blue 

Sailor  Girl 

Candle  Light 

Inca  Maid 

Oui  Louie 

Sea  Bells 

California  Giant 

Irish  Elf 

Pagan  Fir 

Shasta 

Campanile 

Ivory  Venus 

Painted  Lad 

Sherry  Love 

Carillon 

Lady  Clara 

Pink  Mink 

Spring  Deb 

Clipper  Trail 

Leprechaun  Trail 

Quiet  Enough 

Wee  Stevie 

Date’s  Jubilee 

Lime  Taffy 

Quiet  Laughter 

White  Girl 

Date’s  Masterson  Wasp 

Merida  Wasp 

Quiet  Melody 

My  thanks  to  all  of  you  for  your  continued  support  in  saving  our  African  Violet  Heritage. 
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Iris  Keating 
149  Loretto  Court 
Claremont,  CA  91711 


A  name  reservation  costs  $1.00  and  is  valid  for  two 
years,  after  which  time  it  may  be  extended  two  years  for  an 
additional  $1.00.  Registration  of  the  plant  is  $5.00  unless 
completed  within  the  reservation  period,  in  which  case  the 
balance  is  then  $4.00.  Please  make  check  payable  to  AVSA. 

John  Brownlie  -  Mississauga,  Ontario,  Canada 
*Aca*s  Family  Reunion  (8866)  6/13/00  (J.  Brownlie) 
Semidouble  pink  and  white  star.  Medium  green,  plain. 

Small  standard 

*Aca’s  Happy  Star  (8867)  6/13/00  (J.  Brownlie)  Semidouble 
pink  cupped  star.  Medium  green,  plain/red  back. 

Semiminiature 

*Aca’s  Ms.  Plum  (8868)  6/13/00  (J.  Brownlie)  Semidouble 
plum  purple  ruffled  star.  Medium  green,  ruffled.  Standard 
*Aca’s  Sizzle  (8869)  6/13/00  (J.  Brownlie)  Semidouble  plum 
red  pansy.  Variegated  medium  green,  pink  and  white, 
quilted/red  back.  Semiminiature 
*Aca’s  Sparkle  (8870)  6/13/00  (J.  Brownlie)  Semidouble 
pink  star/thin  red  edge.  Variegated  medium  green,  pink 
and  white,  plain.  Small  standard 
*Golden  Spirit  (8871)  6/13/00  (J.  Brownlie)  Semidouble 
white  and  yellow  pansy.  Variegated  medium  green  and 
white,  plain.  Standard 

‘Ukrainian  Winter  (8872)  6/13/00  (].  Brownlie)  Semidouble 
white  frilled  star/slight  pink  blush,  thin  green  edge. 
Variegated  medium  green  and  white,  ruffled.  Standard 


Rahim  Wilson  -  Port  Orchard,  WA 

‘Orchard’s  Wonder  Twin  (8873)  7/13/00  (R.  Wilson) 
Double  white  star.  Light  green,  plain.  Miniature 

Ralph  Robinson  -  Naples,  NY 

‘Rob’s  Blue  Socks  (8874)  7/29/00  (R.  Robinson) 

Semidouble  medium  blue  star.  Crown  variegated  dark 

green,  pink,  tan,  and  beige/red  back.  Semiminiature 

‘Rob’s  Bunny  Hop  (8875)  7/29/00  (R.  Robinson) 

Semidouble  pink  pansy.  Variegated  medium-dark  green 
and  white,  glossy.  Miniature 

‘Rob’s  Jitterbug  (8876)  7/29/00  (R.  Robinson)  Semidouble 
medium  blue  pansy/thin  white  edge.  Crown  variegated 
dark  green,  white  and  yellow,  pointed,  serrated/red  back. 
Miniature 

‘Rob’s  Kid  Wheezy  (8877)  7/29/00  (R.  Robinson) 

Semidouble  white  pansy/irregular  dark  purple-blue  edge. 
Medium  green,  pointed.  Semiminiature 

NAME  RESERVATIONS 

Kathleen  Arceneaux  -  Blacksburg,  VA 

(Each  of  the  following  is  preceded  by  the  name  Appalachian) 

‘  Anne’s  Sunkist  ‘  Dana  ‘  Grand  Ruffles  ‘  Hootie  ‘  Tlissy  Mussy 
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Just  By  Adding  a  Fellowship  Class 

by  Joyce  Stenger 
Houston,  TX 


In  the  photo  left  -  right  standing  are:  W.  E.  “Sonny”  Parkman  holding  his  Episcia  Seqfoam 
Janet  Stewart  did  not  hold  her  pink  Annabelle’  that  is  on  the  table  near  the  center. 

/g/t  -  right,  sitting  are:  Dorothy  Campbell  with  her  Saintpaulia  lonantha 
John  Pinedo  with  his  Emerald  Love  Sport’ 

Susan  Lim  with  her  Pink  Seeding’ 

Missing  is  Jerry  Posey  who  had  the  Columnea  “Early  Bird"  in  the  right  center  oj  the  table. 


Our  new  club  did  not  grow  enough  plants  to  merit  holding 
our  own  local  show.  Another  violet  club  in  our  area  asked  us  if 
we  would  be  willing  to  enter  plants  in  a  Fellowship  Class  of 
their  show.  They  needed  more  entries  and  we  were  delighted  to 
provide  the  plants.  Many  of  our  members  won  their  first  blue 
ribbon  in  that  Fellowship  Class. 

This  year  our  club  joined  with  that  established  club  to  have 
a  joint  show  and  sale.  Members  from  both  clubs  had  many 
exhibits.  We  shared  design  ideas,  plant  sales,  and  setup  tasks. 
Again,  there  was  a  Fellowship  Class.  This  time  we  jointly 
offered  other  growers  in  our  community  an  opportunity  to 
show  off  their  plants.  That  show  and  sale  was  a  success. 

Our  latest  Fellowship  Class  exhibitors  included  coworkers 


who  obtained  their  plants  as  gifts  for  Bosses’  Day,  Birthdays, 
Secretary’s  Day,  or  just  because  they  asked  if  they  might 
grow  one.  Their  plants  were  grown  at  their  desks  during  the 
past  year.  Every  kind  of  pot,  fertilizer,  soil,  and  container  was 
used.  The  hot  dry  environment  of  their  offices  was  harsh.  Yet 
these  growers  successfully  kept  their  plants  blooming  and 
healthy. 

Now  throughout  our  workplace  those  winning  growers 
proudly  post  their  blue  ribbons  or  rosettes  by  their  plants. 
Others  coworkers  are  asking  if  their  plants  can  be  entered  in 
the  show  for  next  year.  Our  clubs  plan  to  have  another  joint 
show  and  may  add  another  club.  You  can  just  bet  we  will  have 
a  Fellowship  Class  again. 
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B|  Dale  Martens 

?  2728  Masters  Drive 
j  League  City,  Texas  77573 
,  email  martens@wtnet 

Are  you  growing  the  yellow  blossomed  Chirita  ‘Aiko’ 
hybridized  by  Toshijiro  Okuto  of  lapan?  If  so,  stick  your  nose 
into  the  blossoms  and  see  if  you  can  smell  chocolate!!  Not 
every  plant  has  fragrance,  but  luckily  mine  does.  Even 
without  fragrance,  it  has  a  bold  yellow  blossom  and  is  worthy 
of  being  in  your  collection.  It  was  sold  at  the  AVSA  Kansas 
City  convention  by  a  couple  of  the  commercial  growers,  and 
by  now  I’m  sure  others  have  it,  so  check  the  commercial 
growers  in  the  back  of  the  African  Violet  Magazine  and 
contact  those  who  specialize  in  gesneriads.  To  help  you 
choose  which  to  order,  you  can  see  newly  hybridized 
gesneriads,  convention  winning  entries,  and  some  recently 
registered  gesneriads  pictured  on  the  AGGS  web  site: 
www.aggs.org 

I’m  originally  from  Davenport,  Iowa,  so  I  know  Chicago 
is  a  great  location  for  a  convention.  There  are  fantastic 
gesneriad  growers  in  the  mid-west.  Just  tell  yourself  right 
now  that  you’ll  save  your  pennies  to  attend  the  next 
convention!  You  won’t  be  disappointed! 

Questions  and  hopefully  helpful  answers: 

Q;  I  received  some  Sinningia  tubers.  What  now? 

A:  Jump  for  joy  because  sinningias  are  fun!  Carefully  look 
them  over  for  mealies,  especially  where  the  stem  sprouts 
from  the  tuber.  Wash  the  tuber  in  running  lukewarm  water. 
Use  whatever  soil  your  violets  like  and  plant  them  in  the 
smallest  pot  possible,  with  the  top  of  the  tuber  one  inch  below 
the  surface.  As  it  grows,  transplant  it  if  necessary,  cutting  off 
the  bottom  two  leaves  (which  are  usually  quite  small)  and 
burying  the  plant  up  to  the  next  set  of  leaves.  Give  a  variety 
of  fertilizers  at  1/8  teaspoon  per  gallon.  If  you  received  the  tip 
of  a  Sinningia  (without  a  tuber) ,  root  it  in  perlite/vermiculite 
in  a  covered  container  for  about  4  weeks. 

Q:  What  should  I  do  about  my  Streptocarpus  leaves  that 
have  brown  edges  or  are  turning  yellow? 

A:  Those  may  be  signs  of  pH  problems  and  salt  build-up. 
Cut  off  the  brown  edges  following  the  natural  shape  of  the 


leaf.  If  the  leaf  is  very  yellow,  remove  it.  If  the  plant  has  been 
in  the  pot  less  than  3  months,  leach  the  pot  slowly  with  4 
cups  of  distilled  water.  If  the  plant  has  been  in  the  pot  more 
than  4  months,  let  the  soil  dry  out  and  remove  as  much  soil 
as  possible.  Put  it  into  fresh  soil  and  place  the  whole  pot  in  a 
baggie  for  about  4  weeks. 

Q:  Why  do  the  newest  leaves  on  my  Streptocarpus  rot? 

A:  #1:  Your  soil  is  too  wet.  My  strep  soil  is  50%  perlite. 
If  you  have  a  tendency  to  have  a  problem  with  rot,  repot  the 
strep,  but  this  time  surround  it  with  small  perlite  then 
surround  the  perlite  with  AV  soil  that’s  50%  perlite.  Roots  will 
eventually  reach  into  the  AV  soil. 

A:  #2:  Your  wick  is  too  thick.  I  use  a  single  strand  of 
acrylic  crochet  yarn. 

Q:  Should  I  pinch  smithianthas,  eucodonias,  kohlerias, 
and  achimenes? 

A:  Yes,  if  you’d  like  prize  winning,  bushy  plants  with 
loads  of  blossoms!  The  key  is  to  pinch  them  fairly  low  on  the 
plant.  Pinch  above  the  second  set  of  leaves.  You’ll  usually  get 
two  sprouts,  one  on  each  side.  If  you  pinch  too  high,  the  bot¬ 
tom  stem  can’t  support  the  weight.  Remember,  inconspicuous 
support  stakes  are  okay  to  use.  Put  the  pinched  top  into  the 
same  pot  or  start  another  pot. 

Q:  My  rhizomatous  plants  have  finished  blooming.  What 
now? 

A:  Remove  the  blossom  stems  and  fill  the  reservoirs  with 
water  one  more  time.  Ihke  about  2  leaves  from  the  top  third 
of  the  plant  and  pot  them  like  AV  leaves.  You’ll  most  likely 
get  rhizomes  from  those  leaves.  (If  leaves  are  taken  in  the 
spring  you’ll  get  plants,  but  in  the  fall/winter,  you  hope  to  get 
rhizomes.)  I  put  the  smithianthas,  eucodonias,  and 
achimenes  with  their  reservoirs  on  the  floor  behind  the  plant 
stands.  That  way  I  don’t  have  to  see  how  pitiful  they  look  as 
the  tops  die.  It  takes  them  about  3  weeks  to  use  up  16  ounces 
of  water  in  the  reservoirs.  Then  I  let  the  soil  dry  for  a  week. 
Some  like  to  leave  the  rhizomes  in  their  pots,  but  if  you  do 
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that,  there’s  a  chance  the  rhizomes  will  shrivel  and  die  unless 
you  provide  some  moisture  in  the  pot  and  then  bag  it  in  a 
sealed  bag.  I  harvest  rhizomes  because  I  like  to  know  if  the 
plant  actually  produced  a  rhizome.  Some  gesneriads  produce 
a  single,  large  rhizome.  Others  produce  dozens  of  small  rhi¬ 
zomes.  I  store  rhizomes  in  a  closet  in  a  moist  mix  of  vermic- 
ulite  and  perlite  in  a  sealed  plastic  bag.  I  don’t  plant  them 
until  they  sprout. 

Q:  Why  won’t  my  streps  bloom? 

A:  If  you  are  growing  them  in  the  same  conditions  as 
your  successfully  blooming  African  violets,  perhaps  your 
streps’  pots  are  too  big.  Strep tocarpus  bloom  better  when 


pot-bound,  just  like  African  violets.  If  your  streps  haven’t 
been  repotted  in  6  months,  then  take  off  old  soil  and  the 
largest  leaves  and  give  them  fresh  soil. 

0:  How  often  should  I  divide  streps? 

A;  Don’t  divide  them  unless  you’d  like  plants  to  give 
away.  It’s  best  to  give  the  plant  a  severe  cutting  of  all  the 
largest,  oldest  leaves,  get  rid  of  half  the  old  soil,  and  pot  it  in 
the  same  pot.  Don’t  allow  the  plant  to  have  flowers  for  at 
least  2  months,  so  that  the  energy  goes  into  making  roots 
and  new  leaves.  I  use  a  high  nitrogen,  non-urea  fertilizer 
(orchid  fertilizer)  during  this  time,  alternating  that  with  bal¬ 
anced  fertilizers. 


Pests  and  Diseases  of 
Leaves  and  Stems 

by  Sue  Gardner 


There  are  several  diseases  and  pests  which  attack  African  violet  leaves  and  stems. 

We  need  to  be  able  to  recognize  these  and  deal  with  them  quickly  so  that  our  plants  will  not  suffer. 


Symptom 

Pest  or  Disease 

SolutioE 

white  cottony  specks  on 
petioles,  in  leaf  axils  and  on 
back  of  leaves. 

Mealy  Bug 

Throw  out  badly  affected  plant.  Treat  others 
with  Malathion  as  per  directions. 

Center  leaves  tight,  slight 
greying  at  base  of  new  leaves 
which  are  brittle,  stunted  hard 
and  hairy.  Buds  may  be 
twisted  and  stunted. 

Cyclamen  Mite 

Throw  out  affected  plant  (Yes,  do  it!) 

Treat  other  plants  by  spraying  with 
Kelthane  in  warm  water  (as  per  directions) 
with  a  few  drops  of  spreader. 

Repeat  3  times  at  weekly  intervals. 

Similar  to  above  but  with  a 
silvery  cast  on  deformed  areas. 

Broad  Mite 

As  above 

Tiny  crawling  insects  of 
various  colors  congregated  on 
leaves  peduncles  and  blossoms. 

Aphids 

Use  an  insecticide  spray. 

When  insects  are  dead  wash  off. 

White  powdery  appearance  on 
leaves,  peduncles  or  blossoms. 

Powdery  Mildew 

Spray  with  fungicide 

Grey  appearance  in  crown  of 
plant,  web-like  threads  develop 
after  time. 

Botrytis  or 

Grey  Mold 

Throw  plant  out  and  clean  shelves. 

Remove  all  spent  flowers  and  leaves  from 
other  plants  and  improve  air  circulation. 

Always  examine  your  plant  carefully  so  that  you  are  sure  that  you  recognize  the  problem. 
Avoid  using  chemicals  except  as  a  last  resort  and  observe  all  precautions  when  spraying. 
Do  not  eat  or  drink  when  using  sprays  and  follow  the  directions  carefully. 
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November  is  an  excellent  time  to  look  over  a  collection  and 
think  about  rejuvenating  it  in  preparation  for  a  huge  flush  of 
growth  in  the  spring.  In  that  regard,  let’s  discuss  some  basic 
aspects  for  growing  the  small  ones! 

HOW  TO  FERTILIZE 

In  my  early  years  of  growing  violets,  I  used  a  timed-release 
encapsulated  fertilizer  for  my  violets.  I  also  grew  in  clay  pots. 
They  bloomed  frequently  enough,  and  were  a  constant  source 
of  joy  to  me.  I  might  point  out  they  rarely  exceeded  10"  in 
diameter,  and  while  they  bloomed,  they  were  never  “loaded”, 
never  showing  that  magnificent  “snow  cone”  effect.  Not  until  I 
had  the  time  to  do  a  thorough  investigation  on  growing 
wondrous  show  plants  did  I  began  to  tie  the  cause  and  effect  of 
fertilizing  into  violet  performance  with  the  end  result  being 
show-stopping  plants. 

The  point  is,  timed-release  fertilizing  is  okay.  It’s  quick, 
easy,  and  saves  a  lot  of  time.  The  drawback  is  it  takes  away  a 
lot  of  control  and  “exactitude”  necessary  for  building  a  truly 
outstanding  plant.  The  reason  I  bring  this  up  is  because  a  lot  of 
“packaged  soil”  manufacturers  are  responding  to  our  ever- 
hurried  lifestyles  by  incorporating  timed-release  fertilizers  into 
the  soil.  If  you  decide  to  use  these  soils,  be  very  careful  you 
analyze  the  effect  it  will  have  on  your  plant’s  growth. 

For  best  results,  it  is  desirable  to  use  a  carefully  prepared 
soil  mix  in  conjunction  with  your  own  fertilizer  program. 

FOLIAGE 

One  of  the  biggest  differences  in  growing  minis  and  semis, 
as  opposed  to  standards,  is  there  is  less  need  for  high  nitrogen 
in  the  growth  process.  With  standards,  a  good  amount  of 
healthy  foliage  is  requisite  to  a  sterling  plant!  Nothing  is  more 
impressive  than  layer  upon  layer  of  healthy,  obviously  well 
grown  leaves.  With  the  small  ones  however,  their  blooms  often 
almost  cover  the  foliage,  and  what  isn’t  covered  is  minimal  at 


best.  It  is  rare  that  you  see  an  extremely  well  foliated  small  one, 
with  multiple  layering,  and  have  it  stay  in  size. 

It  is  for  this  reason  an  evenly  balanced  fertilizer  such  as 
20-20-20  or  23-19-17  is  unnecessary  for  growing  small  ones. 
For  this  same  reason,  foliar  feeding  is  not  as  necessary  for  lush 
growth,  however,  it  can  be  used  as  a  supplement  to  “green-up” 
foliage  and  give  it  a  very  healthy  shine! 

What  is  recommended  then?  Fertilizers  with  a  1:2:1  ratio, 
or  a  1:3:1  ratio  of  nitrogen  to  phosphorous  to  potassium,  such 
as  15-30-15  or  12-36-14,  using  the  “constant  feed”  method. 
For  foliar  feeding,  use  fish  emulsion  or  processed  formulations 
clearly  labeled  for  foliar  feeding.  Remember,  1/4  teaspoon  or 
less  per  quart  of  warm  water  is  adequate,  and  your  plants 
should  be  misted  with  the  weak  solution  very  lightly.  There 
should  never  be  run-off,  and  beads  of  mist  should  barely 
appear  on  the  leaf  surface.  Further,  while  foliar  feeding  should 
be  done  on  a  regular  basis,  it’s  not  as  important  with  the  small 
ones,  and  can  be  done  on  a  less  frequent,  yet  regular  schedule. 
(The  most  disastrous  thing  you  can  do  is  to  foliar  feed  irregu¬ 
larly.  You  will  see  breaks  in  the  growth  pattern!) 

One  other  thing:  it  has  been  suggested  to  mist  the  under 
sides  of  leaves  as  there  are  a  tremendous  number  of  stomata 
(the  scientific  name  for  the  structures  involved  in  plant 
transpiration)  there  as  compared  to  the  tops  of  the  leaves,  and 
also,  that  the  spraying  be  done  during  daytime  hours  as  com¬ 
pared  to  night-time,  because  that’s  when  the  stomata  are  open 
(this,  too,  has  to  do  with  the  photosynthesis/transpiration 
process).  I  don’t  specifically  recommend  this,  but  if  you  care  to 
and  observe  the  benefits,  so  be  it!  I  might  also  point  out  it  is 
much  more  difficult  to  do  this  with  minis  and  semis  than  with 
standards! 

BLOOMS  ARE  BUSTIN’  OUT  ALL  OVER 

One  of  the  benefits  of  using  a  fertilizer  with  a  higher 
phosphorous  content  than  nitrogen  is  better  overall  blooming 
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over  time.  There  are  at  least  two  reasons  for  this.  First, 
excessive  nitrogen  inhibits  flowering  as  the  plant’s  energy  is 
directed  to  foliage  production  instead  of  reproduction.  Second, 
phosphorous  is  one  of  the  key  elements  necessary  to  promote 
blooming. 

Its  primary  function  is  cell  division,  cell  division  translates 
into  reproduction,  and  reproduction  means  blooms! 

For  this  reason,  with  the  small  ones,  bloom  boosting  is  not 
as  critical  for  individuals  who  like  to  show  plants  or  who  are 
aiming  for  a  peak  of  blooms  for  a  special  event.  Other  benefits 
include  consistently  good  bloom  coloration  and  bud  count,  and 
a  strong,  healthy  root  system  as  cell  division  is  important  to 
healthy  root  growth  as  well.  A  disadvantage,  though,  is  more 
frequent  disbudding  is  necessary 

GETTING  TO  THE  ROOT  OF  THE  MATTER 

On  the  subject  of  roots,  it  is  important  that  their  role  be 
understood.  First,  they  anchor  and  support  the  plant.  Second, 
they  are  a  source  for  water,  oxygen  and  nutrient  absorption. 
Any  time  roots  are  disturbed  (such  as  transplanting  or  knock¬ 
ing  a  plant  over),  or  their  growth  interrupted  (by  letting  the 
plant  dry  out  or  over-fertilization) ,  the  entire  plant  suffers  while 
the  roots  recover. 

African  violets,  or  Saintpaulia  (in  the  gesneriad  world) , 
have  a  fibrous  root  system.  Thus,  they  have  no  other  storage 
system  than  their  roots  (as  compared  to  those  plants  with 
tubers  or  rhizomes)  and  are  highly  dependent  on  an  adequate 
supply  of  moisture.  When  allowed  to  wither,  the  tiny  root 
hairs  cannot  absorb  water  and  will  possibly  die.  In  extreme 
cases,  root  rot  may  set  in.  If  this  does  not  happen,  at  very 
least,  the  growth  of  the  plant  is  slowed  until  root  hairs  can  be 
re-established. 

For  years  I  have  observed  established  small  ones  seem  less 
susceptible  to  over/under  watering  than  standards.  This  seems 
to  be  because  they  are  grown  in  such  small  pots  that  the  ratio 
of  plant/foliage  to  soil  is  less  than  with  standards.  Thus,  their 
roots  more  easily  fill  the  soil,  and  over  saturated  soil  does  not 
pose  as  much  of  a  threat  to  them.  Further,  going  back  to  the 
amount  of  foliage  the  plant  carries,  small  ones  simply  have  less 
foliage,  therefore,  less  water  is  needed  to  support  the  overall 


plant  structure.  They  don’t  seem  to  suffer  as  much  during 
drought  as  the  larger  plants!  (And  I  have  lots  of  experience 
observing  this!) 

HOT  STUFF 

This  summer  I  tried  growing  some  new  minis  and  semis  I 
purchased  at  convention  in  my  upstairs  plant  room.  Mind  you, 
this  room  has  no  direct  air-conditioning,  and  temperatures 
often  approach  85  F  (30  C) .  A  fan  is  kept  on  at  all  times,  and 
too  often,  adequate  humidity  is  sacrificed.  Under  these  condi¬ 
tions,  many  of  my  new  acquisitions  have  grown  too-large 
leaves  for  minis  and  semis.  During  the  cool  winter  months,  it 
will  be  interesting  to  see  if  the  leaves  return  to  a  manageable 
size. 

Several  plants  have  received  a  definite  “thumbs-up”  from 
me,  including  ‘Rob’s  Rinky  Dink’,  a  miniature  with  plain, 
medium  green  pointed  foliage.  It  has  plain,  fuchsia-red  blooms 
that  are  almost  wasp  in  shape.  Shirley  Sanders  told  me  I’d  like 
it  and  she’s  absolutely  right!  It  has  stayed  in  size  beautifully, 
and  never  ceased  to  be  in  bloom.  Another  is  an  older  variety 
by  Rob,  ‘Rob’s  June  Bug’,  which  has  remained  quite  small, 
with  perfectly  sized  leaves,  and  has  maintained  its  variega¬ 
tion.  The  only  change  I  have  seen  is  it  developed  a  definite 
pink  cast  to  the  blooms  which  will  fade  once  cooler  tempera¬ 
tures  return. 

New  plants  which  merit  watching  are  ‘Ness’  Puppy  Magic’, 
with  beautiful  deep  magenta  blooms  with  a  distinct  white 
center  and  ‘Ness’  Puppy  Dreams’  which  is  medium  fuchsia 
with  white.  Both  plants  put  on  enormous  blooms  for  such 
small  plants!  ‘Paprika’  is  a  new  one  by  Lyons’  Greenhouses. 
This  one  is  a  gorgeous  deep  red  bloom  with  a  purplish  cast, 
reminiscent  of  the  classic  Boone  variety  ‘Vampire’s  Kiss’. 
‘Paprika’,  however,  has  a  strong  white  edge,  and  is  born  atop 
pointed,  medium  green  foliage  which  also  has  done  a  nice  job 
of  staying  in  size. 

NEXT  TIME 

Next  issue  we’ll  discuss  watering  systems,  pots,  and  soils. 
May  each  and  every  one  of  you  enjoy  a  blessed  holiday 
season,  and  don’t  forget  your  violets! 


THINK  SPRING! 

With  the  holidays  just  around  the  comer,  1  know  that  TIME  and  MONEY  are  both  at  a  premium.  I  am  asking  you 
to  think  past  the  holidays  and  forward  to  spring  and  all  the  beautiful  flowers  outside  and  the  Convention  in  Chicago. 
Won't  you  please  take  the  time  to  drop  an  award  in  the  mail?  I  know  you'll  be  glad  you  did.  All  awards  received  by 
Febmary  15,  2001  will  be  listed  in  the  Chicago  Convention  Souvenir  Book. 

Send  your  awards  to: 

Mrs.  Linda  L.  Golubski  -  AVSA  Awards  Chairman 
1416  N.W.  A  Street 
Blue  Springs,  MO  64015 

816-229-2051  (after  6:00  P.M.  CST)  •  golubksi@kc.net 
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Is  This  a  Show  Plant? 

by  Byron  Borck  •  Santa  Rosa,  CA 


I  have  over  200  varieties  in  my  collection  to  choose  from 
when  show  time  rolls  around.  With  so  many  varieties  it  is  not 
always  an  easy  task  to  pick  the  ones  to  show.  Knowing  you 
can’t  make  a  silk  purse  out  of  a  sow’s  ear  sometimes  makes  it 
even  harder  for  a  beginner  to  know  which  plants  are  truly 
show  worthy.  How  do  I  know  which  varieties  will  do  well  in  a 
show  is  a  question  I  have  asked  myself,  and  what  are  the  qual¬ 
ities  I  need  to  look  for  in  a  plant,  that  make  it  a  potential  show 
candidate? 

Let  me  make  a  point  before  I  get  back  to  those  questions. 
Besides  a  houseful  of  violets,  my  family  raises  Persian  cats  and 
guinea  pigs  which  also  go  to  shows.  When  babies  are  bom  we 
classify  them  as  pet  quality,  breeder  quality,  and  show  quality. 
The  pet  quality  animal  is  beautiful  and  tmly  has  nothing  wrong 
with  it,  but  it  does  lack  the  quality  that  the  breed  standard  calls 
for.  The  breeder  quality  is  better  than  the  pet,  but  still  is  miss¬ 
ing  some  qualities  the  standard  calls  for.  The  show  quality  has 
what  it  takes  to  compete  in  a  show  hall.  Even  here,  some  are 
better  than  others,  as  only  one  can  be  picked  for  a  Best  in 
Show. 

I  feel  the  same  is  tme  with  violets.  Some  are  just  beautiful 
house  plants  that  give  joy  to  their  owners.  Some  have  qualities 
that  would  be  useful  for  a  hybridizer  to  tiy  and  get  on  a  better 
plant.  Last  are  the  breathtaking  show  varieties. 

When  I  first  starting  growing  and  then  later  showing,  1  had 
many  plants  that  were  nice  plants,  but  not  really  what  1  would 
call  show  quality.  Many  of  them,  with  much  manipulating, 
would  earn  blue  ribbons.  1  had  a  life  other  than  violets  too,  so 
I  starting  asking  questions  and  doing  research.  1  found  1  didn’t 
need  to  be  a  slave  to  my  plants  by  turning  them  everyday  or 
moving  and  staking  leaves,  so  1  started  enjoying  them  more. 

1  once  thought  if  a  plant  was  registered  it  must  be  a  show 
variety.  How  wrong  I  was.  Many  hybridizers  see  a  seedling 


they  like  and  think  is  a  little  different.  Before  the  plant  is  taken 
through  three  generations  and  grown  in  variable  conditions,  it 
is  registered. 

So  then,  what  is  a  show  plant?  Pauline  Bartholomew 
writes  in  her  book,  GROWING  TO  SHOW  “For  foliage  we  look 
for  sturdy  petioles  growing  straight  and  evenly  distributed 
around  the  main  stem.  We  want  perfectly  overlapping  rows  of 
leaves  with  the  outer  row  in  the  pattern  of  a  circle.  We  hope  for 
foliage  that  is  not  so  sensitive  that  it  will  react  adversely  to 
slight  changes  in  culture.  For  floriferousness  we  look  for  a  vari¬ 
ety  that  produces  numerous  bloom  stalks.  We  want  lots  of 
medium  to  large  blossoms  but  not  so  many  that  the  foliage  is 
obscured,  or  spent  blossoms  are  impossible  to  clip  out.  We 
want  peduncles  strong  enough  to  hold  blossoms  over  the 
foliage  at  the  right  height.  And  finally,  in  both  blossoms  and 
foliage,  we  look  for  clear,  bright  colors  that  remain  stable.” 

To  Pauline’s  definition  I  add  the  attribute  of  “staying 
power”.  That  is  the  ability  to  stay  in  Ml  bloom  for  a  couple  of 
weeks.  It  isn't  an  easy  task  to  time  all  plants  to  bloom  at  full 
peak  for  a  specific  date.  It’s  a  sad  affair  when  plants  are  all 
bloomed  out  because  they  peaked  the  week  before  the  show. 
Some  plants  have  this  staying  power.  These  are  the  ones  I  like 
to  show. 

Now  that  I  have  a  definition,  where  can  we  find  these  vari¬ 
eties?  First  I  started  going  to  violets  shows  in  my  area  to  see 
for  myself  what  grows  well  here.  Then,  I  spent  time  talking  to 
other  knowledgeable  growers  at  California  Council  meetings. 
Next,  I  checked  the  Honor  Roll  of  Violets  to  see  which  plants 
growers  across  the  nation  like  to  grow.  Finally,  1  started  high¬ 
lighting  the  award  winners  listed  in  the  show  results  of  the 
African  Violet  Magazine. 

Is  the  search  over  now  as  my  list  of  plants  to  acquire  gets 
longer  and  longer?  For  me  it  was  still  just  another  beginning. 


ATTENTION  CONVENTION 
EXHIBITORS  -  NEW  AWARD  OFFERED 


Beginning  with  the  2001  Chicago  Convention  Show  a 
new  award  is  being  offered  by  Rob  and  Olive  Robinson  of 
Rob's  Mini-O-Lets.  This  will  be  for  the  Best  and  2nd  Best 
Robinson  Collections  in  the  amateur  division.  The  criteria 
is  as  follows: 

3  registered  Robinson  miniatures 
3  registered  Robinson  miniature  trailers 
3  registered  Robinson  semiminiatures 
3  registered  Robinson  semiminiature  trailers 


$100.00  and  a  rosette  will  be  awarded  to  the  Best 
Robinson  Collection  and  $50.00  will  be  awarded  to  the 
2nd  Best  Robinson  Collection. 

Start  growing  now  and  plan  on  exhibiting  at  the  2001 
Chicago  Convention  Show! 


Linda  Golubski 
AVSA  Awards  Chairman 
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^  (^Gor^c  c3.  (3^tarr 


This  is  one  view  of  the  use  of  wicks  for  growing  African 
violets.  There  are  conflicting  views  and  certainly  each  view¬ 
point  has  merit.  It  has  been  found  that  synthetic  fibers,  e.g., 
acrylic,  nylon  or  polyester,  work  best  because  unlike  natural 
fibers  such  as  cotton  they  do  not  rot  or  promote  fungi  growth. 
We  use  #3-1/2  braided  Nylon  cord  with  an  untwisted  center. 
We  usually  have  about  4000  plants  at  a  given  time. 

Extensive  testing  on  wicks  and  wicking  action  have 
shown  some  surprising  results.  A  test,  using  12  sizes  of 
wicks  from  a  small  thread  to  macrame  cord  about  1/4"  in 
diameter,  showed  unexpected  answers  to  some  questions. 
Twelve  violets  (same  variety,  same  size,  same  size  pot  with 
the  same  soil)  were  used  to  test  the  12  sizes  of  wicks.  The 
wicks  were  pulled  up  into  the  soil  the  same  distance. 
(Additional  tests  were  made  with  the  wicks  in  the  pot  in  var¬ 
ious  places  and  configurations  and  it  made  very  little  differ¬ 
ence  in  the  overall  growth  and  health  of  the  violets. 

There  were  small  differences  in  the  uniformity  of  mois¬ 
ture,  especially  in  larger  pots  such  as  bulb  pans  where  two 
wicks  produced  more  uniform  moisture  in  the  soil.)  The  pots 
were  set  on  a  grid  with  all  1 2  pots  the  same  distance  from  the 
bottom  of  the  pot  to  the  water  surface.  (Another  test  showed 
that,  with  our  nylon  wicks,  the  maximum  distance  water 
would  travel  up  the  wick  was  about  4".) 

There  did  not  appear  to  be  any  wick  too  big.  These  and 
subsequent  tests  showed  that  the  wick,  regardless  of  size, 
would  carry  only  as  much  water  up  to  the  soil  as  the  soil 
would  accept.  Once  the  soil  has  taken  up  all  the  water  it  will 
hold,  no  more  water  will  be  transferred  from  the  wick.  This 
appears  to  mean  that  the  key  factor  is:  “how  much  water  will 
the  soil  hold?”  A  wick  too  small  would  not  carry  up  enough 
water  for  a  large  plant,  or  for  a  plant  in  air  conditioning  or 
any  situation  where  evaporation  or  use  of  water  exceeded  the 
amount  of  water  the  wick  could  transport. 

The  wicks  failed  when  the  soil  got  too  wet  or  too  dry. 
Perhaps  an  ideal  situation  would  be  1/3  soil,  1/3  water,  and 
1/3  air.  The  soil  and  the  plant  will  get  too  wet  when: 

1 )  The  soil  holds  too  much  water  when  the  soil  composition 
is  too  heavy.  (The  addition  of  perlite  or  something  simi¬ 
lar  will  help  keep  the  soil  “light”  and  help  prevent 
packing.) 

2)  The  soil  has  been  pressed  too  tightly. 


3)  The  plant  has  not  been  repotted  often  enough.  When  the 
violet  is  not  repotted  often  enough,  at  least  3  adverse 
conditions  will  occur.  First,  the  pH  drops.  With  our  soil, 
our  water,  and  our  growing  conditions,  the  soil  starts 
with  a  pH  of  about  6.8.  After  about  6  months  it  drops  to 
about  4.2.  A  low  pH  deters  proper  uptake  of  nutrients 
needed  by  the  plant  and  it  also  speeds  up  deterioration  of 
some  of  the  soil  components.  Breakdown  of  the  soil  will 
help  it  hold  too  much  water  and 

4)  As  the  roots  grow  they  take  up  space  and  begin  to  help 
fill  the  pot  and  they  pack  the  soil  so  it  will  hold  too  much 
water. 

The  soil  will  get  too  dry  when: 

1 )  The  wick  is  too  small  for  the  conditions  or 

2)  When  the  water  supply  is  cut  off  and  the  wick  and/or  the 
soil  have  become  completely  dry  (gradually  rewetting  the 
soil  and  the  wick  will  restart  the  wicking  action)  or 

3)  The  soil  has  dried  enough  for  it  to  pull  away  from  the 
inside  of  the  pot  leaving  a  space  between  the  soil  and  the 
inside  of  the  pot,  allowing  additional  drying,  or 

4)  The  wick  has  become  plugged-up  with  algae  or  minerals 
from  the  fertilizer  or  hard  water.  Algae  grow  where  the 
water  or  wet  surfaces  are  exposed  to  sufficient  light.  The 
Starrlight  African  Violet  Lamp  and  the  ShoGro  African 
Violet  Pot  have  mat  watering  systems  where  no  light 
reaches  the  water.  We  also  make  a  reser\^oir  using  a  quart 
sherbet  container,  painting  the  outside  with  an  opaque 
paint  and  a  using  a  mat  for  watering  the  violet.  When  we 
use  mats,  we  insert  the  wick  up  into  the  soil  through  two 
holes  in  the  plastic  pot,  leaving  the  wick  across  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  pot  to  assure  good  contact  between  the  mat 
and  the  soil. 

The  bottom  line  is  that  wick  watering  is  one  of  the  easi¬ 
est  ways  to  grow  violets  but  it  is  not  a  magic  elixir  to  cure  all 

ills;  TLC  is  still  needed  to  grow  pretty  violets. 

From  “The  Dixie  News” 
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Ralph  Robinson 
RO.  Box  9 
Naples,  NY  14512 
email  robsviolet@aoLcom 


Dorothy  Kosowsky 
712  Cunningham  Dr. 
Whittier,  CA  90601 
email  dot3joe@earthlinkMet 


The  Omaha  show  is  long  gone  but  those  of  us  that  loaded 
up  on  plants  and  leaves  are  still  trying  to  find  time  to  get  all 
the  new  babies  repotted.  I’m  one  of  the  many  that  go  to 
AVSA  Conventions  and  exercise  almost  no  control  when  it 
comes  to  buying  new  plants.  The  problem  is,  if  you  haven’t 
tried  many  of  the  new  varieties  in  your  environment,  you 
don’t  know  how  it  will  do  in  your  environment  and  can’t 
offer  any  first  hand  knowledge  about  the  plants.  As  a  judge 
it’s  often  vital  to  have  some  experience  with  a  plant  in  order 
to  be  fair  in  your  decisions  about  various  plants.  It’s  a  sad 
fact  of  life  that  some  varieties  are  gorgeous  in  one  locality  and 
will  refuse  to  have  anything  to  do  with  our  “Funny  California 
Weather”.  In  the  beginning  you  worry  that  somehow  you 
haven’t  given  the  plant  a  fair  shake,  then  you  hear  others 
telling  of  the  sad  results  with  their  plant  and  realize  it  is  one 
of  those  varieties  which  just  doesn’t  transplant  to  a  different 
climate.  One  variety  in  particular  was  tried  repeatedly  by  sev¬ 
eral  people,  including  me,  because  it  had  a  wide  red  edge  and 
was  spectacular.  Unfortunately  nothing  any  of  us  did  pro¬ 
duced  this  wide  red  edge  no  matter  how  hard  we  tried.  There 
is  quite  a  difference  between  how  varieties  do  in  Southern 
California  and  the  same  plant  grown  in  the  cooler  San 
Francisco  Bay  area.  Cellars  offer  a  stable  temperature,  but 
few  are  available  in  this  area.  I  personally  feel  if  you  grow  in 
a  cellar  you  have  an  unfair  advantage  (I’m  jealous)  over  the 
rest  of  us.  It’s  obvious  to  me,  if  you  can  grow  basically  cool, 
not  cold,  you  have  a  very  big  advantage  over  those  trying  to 
keep  the  house  under  80  degrees  and  the  humidity  above 
50%,  as  in  my  area,  when  the  high  is  105  degrees  and  the 
humidity  8  or  10  %. 

On  the  subject  of  trying  the  new  varieties,  I  don’t  plan  to 
grow  all  the  plants  I  bought  at  convention  by  any  stretch  of 
the  imagination,  however  you  can  usually  tell  if  the  plant  is 
unhappy  and  will  do  poorly  in  your  environment  rather 
quickly.  I  will  then  find  a  new  home  for  that  group  of  plants 
one  way  or  another  (Including  the  circular  file).  My  best 
advice,  which  I  wish  I  could  adhere  to,  is  limiting  the  number 
of  plants  you  grow  at  any  given  time.  The  people  that  do 


exercise  this  self  control  and  keep  their  collection  within  the 
limits  of  time  available  and  their  ability  to  care  for  the  plants 
in  a  sane  manner,  not  killing  themselves  trying  to  get  it  all 
done,  are  way  ahead  of  the  game. 


^"^ESTION:  For  quite  a  while  I  have  beenjighting  a 
problem  which  /  assumed  was  thrips  with  a  week¬ 
ly  spray  of  Schultz  Insect  Killer  and  a  monthly  spray  of 
Kelthane  to  prevent  mites  and  now  Fve  decided  it  isn’t 
thrips  but  the  leaves  curl  down  and  crimp  up.  I  don’t  want 
to  treat for  thrips  when  1  don ’t  see  any  creatures  of  any  sort, 
but  want  to  cure  the  problem  with  the  leaves. 

ANSWER;  Stop  treating  immediately  with  any  kind  of 
spray  and  allow  the  plants  to  recover  from  a  huge  dose  of 
poison.  When  you  get  some  of  the  poison  out  of  the  plants 
and  the  central  leaves  begin  to  grow,  you  can  determine  if  it’s 
a  case  of  overkill  with  sprays  or  some  other  growing  problem. 
At  the  moment  the  plants  need  a  rest.  It’s  possible  you  did 
have  thrips  at  one  time  and  due  to  the  continuation  of  the 
spray  you  caused  some  type  of  damage  to  the  plants  from 
which  I  hope  they  will  recover.  If  you  sprayed  three  succes¬ 
sive  weeks  it  would  be  following  the  directions  on  most 
insecticides,  beyond  that  would  probably  be  overkill.  Most 
sprays  are  for  control,  not  to  eradicate  which  should  occur 
after  the  three  weekly  sprayings.  More  sprayings  should  only 
be  at  the  recommendation  of  an  expert  or  a  recurrence  of  the 
pest  at  a  later  time. 


y/tio 

ilthy  am 


JESTION:  I  successfully  maintain  a  small  collec- 
fion  of  African  violets  that  bloom  and  remain 
healthy  and,  after  ten  years,  still  consider  myself  a  new¬ 
comer  as  to  all  the  accessories  and  procedures  used  by  seri¬ 
ous  growers.  /  would  like  to  employ  the  sort  of  aid  to 
improve  symmetry  that  you  describe  as  a  “ring”. 

ANSWER:  Rings  are  attached  to  the  pot  with  rubber 
bands  as  leaf  supports  (some  plants  have  a  tendency  to  hug 
the  pot  and  this  forces  them  to  grow  straight  out)  and  a  guide 
to  the  best  position  of  the  leaves.  You  can  use  various  plastic 
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picks  or  swizzle  sticks  to  move  leaves.  If  the  leaf  stem  (peti¬ 
ole)  needs  to  be  straightened  use  a  plastic  clothespin  on  the 
ring  to  stop  the  leaf  in  the  correct  position  and  then  place  the 
pick  or  swizzle  stick  in  the  soil  at  the  point  where  the  stem  is 
bending.  It  only  takes  a  few  days  and  then  you  should 
remove  these  devices  to  insure  you  don’t  interfere  with  new 
leaf  growth  or  the  possibility  of  injury  such  as  punctures  . 
Rings  come  in  several  sizes  (6"  -  9"  -  13")  so  you  can  start 
training  your  show  plant  from  the  time  it  goes  into  a  3  1/2" 
pot.  They  are  available  from  Cape  Cod  Violetry,  an  advertiser 
in  the  African  Violet  Magazine.  Many  of  our  local  clubs  pur¬ 
chase  all  sizes  of  rings  in  quantity  and  have  them  among  the 
other  African  violet  supplies  as  a  service  to  those  needing 
only  one  or  two  rings  at  a  time. 

J^'^ESTION:  I  have  Just  received  a  shipment  of 
African  violets  today  and  since  it  is  quite  warm 
have  misted  them.  Would  it  be  advisable  to  use  your  method 
for  treating  new  introductions  to  a  collection:  i.e.  a  15 
minute  soak  in  Ivory  soap,  then  a  15  minute  soak  in 
Superthrive?  Do  I  wash  off  the  soap  in  between  the  soap  and 
Superthrive?  Should  1  let  them  rest  a  few  days  frst,  then 
treat  them? 

ANSWER:  When  I  treat  new  plants  being  added  to  the 
collection  they  are  straight  from  a  show  and  haven’t  been 
stuck  in  transit.  It’s  possible  for  them  to  have  been  in  a  hot 
truck  all  day  or  very  cold  in  the  cargo  hold  of  an  airplane  and 
still  reach  you  in  two  days.  When  they  come  by  post  or  UPS 
you  just  can’t  be  sure  of  the  treatment  they  have  been  sub¬ 
jected  to  along  the  way  and  I  would  give  them  at  least  a  week 
to  recover.  The  method  I  use  is  quite  simple  but  I  do  remove 
all  the  soil,  then  soak  in  a  solution  of  one  teaspoon  of  Ivory 
soap  in  a  gallon  of  tepid  water  for  15  minutes.  I  then  wash 
off  the  soap  and  soak  another  1 5  minutes  in  a  SUPERthrive 
solution  of  1 0  drops  per  gallon  of  tepid  water.  The  plants  are 
potted  in  a  sterile  mix,  consisting  of  one  quart  perlite,  one 
quart  vermiculite  and  a  cup  of  charcoal  to  protect  against  any 


soil  born  problem.  When  the  plants  are  once  again  in  good 
growth  they  are  repotted  into  my  regular  mix.  The  extra  steps 
and  time  are  well  worth  it  if  you  can  avoid  bringing  home  an 
insect  infestation. 

/"QUESTION:  Our  club  is  working  to  improve  the 
K^growing  skills  of  our  members  and  even  though  we 
explain  things  that  need  to  be  changed,  over  and  over  when 
the  plants  arrive  to  be  entered  in  the  show,  they  still  have 
the  same  problems  that  have  been  discussed  many  times  in 
culture  class.  Do  you  have  any  suggestions? 

ANSWER:  One  of  the  things  our  club  used  with  some 
success  was  a  note  sized  sheet  by  each  entry  at  our  local  and 
council  shows  called  “Ways  to  Improve  Your  Plant”  and  the 
judges  were  quite  glad  to  have  a  means  of  offering  sugges¬ 
tions  without  writing  notes. 

TO  IMPROVE  PLANT 

•  Remove  dust  and  hair 

•  Turn  plant  regularly  &  move  leaves  to  improve  symmetry 

•  Remove  immature  and  damaged  leaves  OFTEN 

•  Beware  of  making  radical  cultural  changes 

•  Over  potted 

•  Under  potted 

•  Plant  has  neck 

•  Plant  has  sucker 

•  Plant  lacks  bloom 

•  Not  blooming  true 

•  Remove  stubs 

•  Remove  faded  or  dead  blooms 

•  Plant  stressed  (wilted) 

•  Lacks  variegation 

•  Move  bloom  stalks  as  plant  begins  to  bloom  to  distribute 
bloom  evenly 

Name  of  columnist  replying  is  in  bold  print 


CHANGE  IN  JUDGES’  HANDBOOK 


The  announcement  was  made  at  the  Judges’  Breakfast 
in  Houston,  that  student  evaluation  of  teachers  of  judging 
schools  was  no  longer  a  requirement,  but  optional.  This 
was  never  published,  and  we  apologize  for  the  oversight. 

As  a  result  of  this  decision,  please  revise  rale  4, 
page  87,  of  the  Handbook  to  read: 

Students  are  not  required  to  evaluate  the  teacher. 
However,  if  they  choose  to  do  so,  they  should  write  the 
evaluation  in  their  own  words  and  pass  to  the  local 
chairman.  The  local  chairman  will  mail  all  evaluations  to 


the  Shows  &  Judges  Chairman. 

PJease  refer  to  page  83,  number  5  under  GENERAL 
RULES  FOR  JUDGES  and  eliminate  “other  than  in 
unusual  or  novel  container  classes”.  This  will,  again, 
allow  the  use  of  a  blue  ribbon  won  in  this  class  to  be  used 
in  qualifying  for  the  judges  exam.  This  was  a  decision  by 
the  Shows  &  Judges  Committee  at  the  Omaha  convention 
and  was  omitted  from  the  September  Shows  &  Judges 
column. 
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CONTAINER  GARDENS 

by  Delores  Gibbs  •  San  Marcos,  TX 

(From  a  presentation  at  1999  AVSA  Convention) 


1 .  Read  your  schedule  -  What  are  we  trying  to  depict?  Is  it 
a  mountain  scene,  a  beach  scene,  or  even  the  Grand 
Canyon?  If  it  calls  for  a  river,  you  better  have  one. 

2.  Read  your  schedule  again  -  What  size  should  it  be?  If 
it  states  not  to  exceed  20  inches,  be  sure  it  does  not 
extend  beyond  that  in  any  direction.  If  an  exhibit  is  to 
be  viewed  from  several  sides,  it  should  be  stated  so  in 
the  schedule. 

3.  Clean  your  container.  If  it  is  a  terrarium  make  sure  the 
glass  is  sparkling  clean.  Limeaway  works  well,  so  does 
vinegar.  Dish  gardens  and  natural  containers  also  need  to 
be  clean.  A  terrarium  must  have  a  cover. 

4.  Have  your  sphagnum  moss  or  potting  soil  damp.  Use 
charcoal  in  the  bottom  to  keep  the  soil  sweet.  Remember, 
in  a  finished  container  garden,  no  perlite  should  be  seen. 

5.  If  a  waterfall  or  river  is  indicated  in  the  schedule  these 
can  be  made  with  melted  paraffin.  If  you  do  not  want  it 
to  be  white,  add  just  a  bit  of  blue  or  gray  Crayola  to  the 
melting  paraffin.  A  glue  gun  can  also  be  used. 

6.  Place  rocks  or  driftwood  in  your  container  garden  with 
your  river  or  waterfall.  Then  add  plants  starting  with  your 
tree,  especially  if  it  is  a  dish  garden  or  natural  planting. 
Norfolk  Pines  go  well  with  a  mountain  scene.  Palms  go 
with  a  seashore  scene.  If  it  is  tropical  terrarium,  ferns  look 
great.  Remember  that  40  points  are  for  landscape  plan. 

7.  Have  different  heights  in  your  container  garden.  Make 
your  tree  seem  taller  by  raising  it  in  your  potting  soil  or 
sphagnum  moss.  Our  handbook  states  that  20  points 
are  for  suitability  of  material.  Plant  should  be  compati¬ 
ble  when  growing  in  the  same  cultural  environments; 
therefore,  African  violets  would  not  be  compatible  with 
cacti. 


8.  Culture  perfection  is  10  points.  Plants  should  be  well 
grown  and  free  of  pests  and  diseases.  African  violets 
should  have  a  reasonable  amount  of  blossoms. 

9.  The  relationship  to  container  is  10  points.  Consideration 
must  be  given  to  the  size  and  amount  of  planted  material 
in  proportion  to  the  container.  Use  a  combination  of  plants 
that  go  well  together.  There  should  be  a  contrast  of  tex¬ 
tures,  size,  color  and  height  to  add  interest.  African  violets 
need  a  reasonable  amount  of  blooms.  (Remember  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  having  a  class  for  container  gardens  in  shows  is  to 
promote  the  African  violet  and  another  way  to  show  the 
public  how  violets  can  be  used.) 

10.  If  using  accessories  keep  them  small  and  in  keeping  with 
what  it  is  that  you  are  trying  to  interpret.  I  like  to  have  the 
accessoiy  facing  toward  the  African  violet. 

1 1 .  Have  two  3"  x  5"  cards  with  your  container  garden.  On  one 
have  the  names  of  all  the  plants  used.  On  the  other  give 
an  explanation  of  what  you  are  trying  to  interpret.  It  helps 
the  judges  understand  what  you  have  done. 

12.  Please  yourself.  If  we  receive  a  blue  ribbon  it  is  an  added 
bonus.  Nothing  can  take  away  from  the  fun  and  excite¬ 
ment  of  accepting  the  challenge  to  create  a  container 
garden. 


CONTAINER  GARDEN 
AVSA  SCALE  OF  POINTS 


Landscape  Plan . 40  Points 

Suitability  of  Materials . 20  Points 

Condition  of  Materials . .  .  20  Points 

Cultural  Perfection . 10  Points 

Relation  to  Container . . 10  Points 


When  Shipping  Plants,  Try  This  Method 


starter  plants  can  be  protected  from  rough  handling  by 
using  just  a  little  ingenuity  and  plastic  or  styrofoam  cups. 

Small  plants  in  pots  should  have  a  piece  of  plastic  draped 
over  the  potting  soil  and  held  down  with  tape  or  a  rubber 
band.  Slide  the  plastic-covered  pot  down  into  a  snug-fitting 
cup.  Both  plastic  and  styrofoam  cups  will  work,  just  be  sure 
the  pot  fits  snugly  down  in  the  cup.  Wrap  the  pot  in  addi¬ 
tional  plastic,  if  needed,  to  assure  a  snug  fit.  Invert  another 
cup  of  the  same  size  over  the  cup  containing  the  plant  and 


tape  the  seam.  (This  will  be  top  rim  of  cup  to  top  rim  of  cup, 
as  if  you  were  pouring  one  into  the  other.)  Now  the  plant  is 
in  a  safer  environment  which  will  alleviate  most  damage 
unless  something  really  heavy  falls  on  the  package 

just  a  few  packing  precautions  can  really  brighten  some¬ 
one’s  day  when  they  open  the  package  you’ve  sent  and  find 
that  everything  arrived  in  perfect  condition. 

From  “The  Dixie  News” 
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LEARNING  FROM  A  BAD  EXPERIENCE; 

LAST  MINUTE  REPOTTING 
OF  SHOW  PLANTS 

by  Barbara  Pershing  •  Cedar  Fall,  lA 


We  have  all  heard  the  1/3  rale  for  proportion  of  plant  size 
to  pot  size.  The  pot  should  be  1/3  the  diameter  of  the  plant. 
There  are  reasons  for  this.  Too  large  a  pot:  roots  cannot  use 
the  water  that  the  soil  will  hold  and  will  cause  roots  to  die. 
Too  small  a  pot:  actually  not  as  big  a  problem  as  they  like  to 
be  root  bound  to  bloom  but  they  won’t  grow  to  be  big  show 
plants  in  tiny  pots.  Plants  look  better  when  the  proportion  of 
plant  to  pot  is  correct  and  points  can  be  taken  off  at  judging 
time  for  under-potting  or  over-potting. 

liming  of  repotting  is  important  for  show  plants.  DO  NOT 
REPOT  A  SHOW  PLANT  INTO  A  LARGER  POT  WHILE  THE 
PLANT  IS  SETTING  ON  BLOSSOMS.  I  am  speaking  from 
experience!!  I  replanted  ‘Annabelle’  from  a  6"  pot  to  a  7  1/2" 
pot  four  weeks  before  show.  While  it  had  many  blossoms,  the 
blossoms  were  small  and  didn’t  open  properly.  But  the  roots 
looked  great!  The  plant  had  filled  the  new  soil  mix  with  a 
great  looking  mass  of  new  roots  while  it  should  have  been 
developing  the  blossoms  to  their  potential!  Not  only  did  I  use 
a  larger  diameter  pot,  I  also  used  a  tall  pot  because  I  thought 
this  would  allow  for  the  leaves  to  drop  down  a  bit  and  not 


touch  the  table  when  the  ring  was  removed.  This  simply  put 
it  closer  to  the  lights,  which  I  think  may  have  caused  it  to 
produce  more  buds  rather  than  opening  those  already 
formed. 

Show  plants  should  be  repotted  in  correct  size  pots  3 
months  BEFORE  show  time.  Need  a  larger  pot  at  show  time? 
Wait  until  the  blossoms  are  all  open  (a  few  days  before  show) 
and  then  carefully  make  a  mold  of  moist  soil  in  the  larger  pot, 
very  carefully  remove  the  plant  from  the  pot  without  disturb¬ 
ing  the  roots  and  set  the  moist  root  ball  into  the  larger  pot. 
Carefully  spoon  some  fresh  soil  on  top  and  give  it  a  drink.  It 
is  very  difficult  not  to  get  dirt  on  the  leaves  so  give  the  plant 
a  bath.  If  this  is  done  carefully,  just  a  few  days  before  show, 
the  plant  will  do  fine.  The  blossoms  are  already  established 
and  open. 

All  of  this  hind-sight  is  bad  enough  when  you  see  this 
22"  plant  with  great  foliage  with  a  miserable  head  of  small 
half-opened  blossoms,  but  when  someone  says  to  you,  “This 
plant  could  have  been  Best  in  Show...” 

What  is  it  they  say?  Experience  is  the  best  teacher! 


WHEN  TLC  ISN’T  AVAILABLE 

by  Carol  Magoon 


A  couple  of  years  back  I  repotted  and  treated  my  collection 
knowing  I  had  gotten  my  first  taste  of  thrips.  However,  I  have 
37  11"  X  22"  trays  and  it  could  not  be  done  in  one  day. 
Concerned  about  “hoppers”,  I  considered  my  options.  I  had 
often  ba^ed  a  single  plant  for  one  reason  or  other.  They 
thrived  requiring  less  frequent  watering  and  growing  well,  as  it 
had  a  greenhouse  effect.  Could  a  tray  be  bagged  with  similar 
results? 

I  found,  begged,  and  bought  clear  dry  cleaner  bags.  I  closed 
the  top  ends  of  some  and  not  of  others.  I  soaked  the  trays  and 
pots  with  bleach  water,  repotted  and  treated  the  plants.  Into  the 
bags  they  went.  The  open  ends  were  then  clipped  closed.  My 
plants  are  wicked  but  I  did  not  enclose  crating  or  any  watering 
system.  They  were  mostly  bottom  watered  when  needed  which 
was  weeks  later  rather  than  days.  Placed  under  lights,  the 
green  growth  was  phenomenal!  This  would  not  work  for  win¬ 
dow  grown  plants  because  of  condensation  and  sunburns. 

Little  did  I  know  1 999  would  be  such  a  year  as  it  turned 


out  to  be.  One  crisis  after  another,  after  another  took  place.  The 
trays  of  violets  were  way  down  the  priority  list.  But  they 
toughed  it  out  without  repotting,  grooming,  or  even  water 
many  times  in  their  bags  of  warmth  and  humidity.  Beginning 
in  January,  I  took  pity  on  them  and  rescued  those  worth  saving 
plus  a  few  borderline  babies.  After  weeks  of  TLC  I  have  many 
beautiful  plants  which  are  blooming  out  of  sheer  joy  and  relief 
My  entire  collection  would  have  been  sacrificed  had  I  not  con¬ 
tinued  with  the  bags  during  the  months  I  literally  had  no  time 
or  energy  for  it.  Hopeftrlly  such  drastic  circumstances  will  not 
occur  for  anyone  but  1  can  recommend  this  system  for  good  flat 
growth  with  your  plantlets.  If  wicked,  they  will  quickly  be 
ready  to  move  right  to  a  crated  tray. 

From  “The Bloomin'  Violet”, 
Newsletter  of  the  Cedar  Valley  AVC 


November  •  December  2000 
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Whafs  Winter  Doing 
to  My  Uiolets? 

Ruth  Coulson 


Winter  again,  and  yes,  cold  does  affect  African  violets. 
Originating,  as  the  species  do,  in  tropical  east  Africa,  they 
really  prefer  mild  to  warm  temperatures  to  give  of  their  best.  At 
temperatures  below  about  60°F  the  plants  will  start  to  show 
signs  of  stress,  and  below  55°  real  problems  may  develop.  At 
even  lower  temperatures  growth  stops  and  plants  may  suffer 
permanent  harm. 

We  who  live  in  areas  where  winters  are  fairly  brief  and 
mild  know  that  we  are  fortunate  in  comparison  with  people  in 
really  freezing  climates,  lust  a  few  brief  months  of  cold  nights 
and  mild  days,  and  then  our  violets  will  be  growing  happily 
again.  But  in  the  mean  time  . . . 

Common  effects  of  cool  temperatures; 

•  Fewer  flowers,  if  any,  are  produced 

•  Buds  fail  to  open,  especially  if  cool  temperatures  combine 
with  low  humidity 

•  Growth  slows  right  down 

•  Leaves  tend  to  be  smaller  and  become  quite  brittle 

•  Leaf  edges  curl  down  around  their  margins 

•  Leaves  curl  down  around  the  pot 

•  Slower  growth  may  leave  the  potting  mix  too  wet,  leading 
to  crown  rot 

•  Cool  nights,  especially  if  combined  with  warmer  days,  can 
give  rise  to  powdeiy  mildew 

How  to  avoid  problems? 

Try  to  grow  your  African  violets  in  the  warmest  room  of 
the  house.  Remember,  a  room  which  seems  beautifully  warm 
during  the  day  may  be  very  cold  at  night  and  these  night  tem¬ 
peratures  must  be  considered.  A  kitchen  or  laundry  where  hot 
water  heater,  freezer  and  refrigerator  are  constantly  giving  off 
heat  are  often  ideal  spots  for  African  violets  during  winter. 

Don’t  leave  plants  next  to  a  cold  window  at  night, 
especially  never  leaving  them  in  the  very  cold  area  between 
curtains  and  window  glass.  If  you  grow  your  plants  on  window 
sills,  it  is  a  good  idea  to  move  them  away  at  night.  If  this  is  not 
possible,  a  sheet  of  insulating  material  (cardboard,  styrofoam 
sheeting)  slipped  between  the  plants  and  the  glass  overnight 
will  probably  help  a  little. 

Particularly  precious  or  easily  cold-damaged  plants  may  be 
placed  in  a  terrarium  for  extra  protection.  Check  frequently  for 
mold  and  mildew  problems. 

Where  heating  reduces  indoor  humidity  compensate  by 
frequent  misting  with  warm  water,  standing  on  moist  pebble 
trays,  etc. 


Keep  plants  together  so  that  the  resulting  microclimate  that 
they  produce  is  to  their  mutual  benefit.  This  reminds  me  of  the 
Emperor  penguins  huddling  in  enormous  numbers  to  with¬ 
stand  the  rigors  of  the  Antarctic  winter! 

Keep  away  from  open  doors  and  windows  to  minimize 
gusts  of  cold  air. 

If  growing  on  light  stands,  follow  the  lead  of  some  of  our 
growers  by  encasing  the  stand  in  plastic  from  just  before  the 
lights  turn  off  until  after  they  turn  on  again.  This  will  maximize 
the  warming  effect  of  the  lights  and  keep  temperatures  up 
during  the  night.  Check  for  fungal  problems  and  for  moisture 
damage  to  shelves. 

Other  growers  keep  lights  on  at  night  and  off  during  the 
day  to  take  advantage  of  the  heat  of  the  lights  during  the 
coldest  period. 

In  much  colder  areas,  running  a  small  heater  during  the 
coldest  part  of  the  night  might  be  considered  necessary. 

During  a  cold  winter  choose  not  to; 

•  Do  major  repotting 

•  Set  down  leaves  for  propagation  (especially  variegated 
types) 

•  Plant  seeds 

There  is  an  up-side  to  winter. 

Where  temperatures  are  cool  (but  not  so  cold  they  actually 
damage  the  plant),  benefits  may  include: 

•  Larger  flowers 

•  More  intense  color  in  the  flowers 

•  More  pronounced  fantasy  markings 

•  More  pronounced  white  or  colored  edges  to  flowers 

•  Accentuated  doubleness  of  flowers 

•  Richer  green  in  the  foliage 

•  More  pronounced  foliage  variegation  seen 

Another,  possibly  unseen  benefit,  is  that  mites,  thrips  and 
other  nasties  are  said  to  reproduce  more  slowly  during  cold 
weather.  We  all  need  to  continue  to  be  vigilant,  however,  but 
perhaps  problems  will  not  be  so  bad. 

And,  of  course,  spring  will  soon  be  here! 


From  “The  African  Violet”,  Official  Journal  of  the 
AV  Association  of  Australia,  Inc. 
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What*s  Missing  From  This  Picture? 


Chances  are,  few  of  today’s  garden  centers  know 
as  much  about  growing  African  Violets  as  you  do. 
No  doubt,  this  explains  why  so  many  knowledge¬ 
able  Violet  growers  have  a  hard  time  finding  the 
products  they  need.  For  anyone  who  knows  what 
it  takes  to  grow  beautiful,  full-blooming  African 
Violets,  it  can  be  like  putting  together  a  puzzle, 
only  to  find  there’s  a  piece  missing.  We  know  the 
feeling.  That’s  why  we  started  the  Selective 
Gardener,  a  plant  care  supplier  that  specializes 
in  products  for  African  Violets. 

Everything  You  Need  to  Grow  Beautiful, 
Full-Blooming  African  Violets 

The  Selective  Gardener  makes  it  easy  to  get  the 
products  you  need.  As  a  plant  care  supplier  that 
specializes  in  African  Violets,  the  Selective 
Gardener  carries  a  full  line  of  plant  care  products 
with  brand  names  like  Optimara. 

•  Fully-dissolving,  urea-free  fertilizers 

•  Self-watering  devices  such  as  the  Watermaid 
and  the  new,  spill-proof  Optimara  WaterShip 

•  Ultralight,  pH-balanced  potting  media 

•  Pots,  trays  and  plant  covers 

•  Show  accessories  and  more 

From  Leaf  Cuttings  to  Finished  Violets 

In  addition  to  plant  care  products,  the  Selective 
Gardener  offers  African  Violets  in  several  pot  sizes, 
including  genuine  Miniatures.  You  can  also  order 
leaf  cuttings  from  all  of  the  available  Optimara 
and  Rhapsodie  varieties. 


A  Complete  African  Violet  Resource 

The  Selective  Gardener  is  a  complete  African  Violet 
resource.  Send  for  the  Selective  Gardener  catalog, 
and  you  will  find  offers  for  plant  care  products, 
Violets  and  leaf  cuttings,  even  books  and  posters. 

Or  go  online,  and  you  will  find  even  more.  At  the 
Selective  Gardener’s  internet  site  (http://www. 
selectivegardener.com),  you  will  have  access  to  a 
number  of  resources  not  available  anywhere  else. 

•  Growing  tips  from  the  world  famous  Holtkamp 
Greenhouses 

•  Complete  interactive  Violet  identification  guide 

•  Links  to  other  useful  sites  such  as  Doctor 
Optimara,  a  symptom-based,  interactive 
guide  for  diagnosing  pests  and  pathogens 

•  Reviews  of  African  Violet  products 

(Tip:  If  you  do  not  have  access  to  the  internet,  try 
your  public  library.  Many  libraries,  now,  provide 
computers  for  public  use,  as  well  as  helpful 
assistance  for  anyone  wanting  to  go  online.) 

The  Selective  Gardener  Catalog 

To  receive  the  Selective  Gardener 
catalog,  send  $1  (which  will  be 
credited  to  your  first  order)  with 
your  name  and  address  to: 

The  Selective  Gardener 
6011  Martingale  Lane 
Brentwood,  TN  37027 

Or  visit  us  online  at  , 

http:  /  /  WWW.  selectivegardener.com. 


Copyright  1998.  Optimara,  Doctor  Optimara,  Optimara  WaterShip,  Watermaid  and  Rhapsodie  are  trademarks  of  International  Plant  Breeding,  A.G.,  Switzerland. 


by  Ruth  Coulson  •  Australia 


A  recent  question  about  the  presence  of  a  salt  deposit  on 
the  outside  of  African  violet  pots  (and  the  fact  that  I  have  just 
scaibbed  a  tub  full  of  dirty  pots)  set  me  thinking  about  the 
best  way  of  dealing  with  the  whole  problem  of  dirty  pots. 

None  of  us  like  our  African  violets  in  dirty  pots. 
Something  so  decorative  as  a  flowering  African  violet  surely 
loses  some  of  its  appeal  by  looking  grubby.  If  the  soiling  of 
the  pots  involves  a  salt  deposit  around  the  rim  of  the  pot  the 
plant  might  well  suffer  because  of  it.  Lastly,  if  the  plant  is  to 
be  exhibited,  points  are  always  lost  if  the  pot  is  in  any  way 
diity. 

What  is  the  easiest  way  of  keeping  African  violet  pots 
clean?  This  may  well  depend  upon  what  has  caused  the 
problem. 

Fragments  of  potting  mix 

This  is  usually  a  result  of  repotting,  or  adding  extra  mix 
to  the  top  of  the  pot.  Wiping  with  a  damp  cloth,  or  if  dry, 
dusting  off  with  a  bmsh  will  usually  do  the  clean  up.  If  the 
grime  is  long-standing  it  might  require  heavy  mbbing  to 
remove  stains.  It  is  best  to  clean  the  pot  right  away  after  pot¬ 
ting  so  it  stays  clean. 

Marker  pen  writing 

It  is  always  a  mistake  to  write  on  the  pot  rather  than 
using  an  easily  removed  label,  but  if  you  have,  you  might 
find  the  writing  rather  difficult  to  remove.  I  have  always 
found  such  marks  come  off  fairly  easily  after  soaking  the 
(empty)  pot  overnight  in  a  bleach  solution. 

Sticky  label  residue 

We  have  all  occasionally  bought  sticky  labels  which  are 
not  the  “peel  off”  type.  The  result  is  a  mess  of  adhesive  left 
on  the  pot  when  we  try  to  remove  the  label.  Many  solvents 
will  remove  this,  including  eucalyptus  oil,  many  bathroom 
and  other  household  cleaners,  but  the  cheapest  and  simplest 
of  all  is  methylated  spirits.  It  may  be  difficult  to  rub  the  stain 
hard  enough  to  remove  the  adhesive  if  there  is  a  plant  in  the 
pot,  but  on  an  empty  pot,  it  is  very  simple. 

Salt  deposits 

This  is  the  worst  problem  of  all.  Salt  deposits  occur 
around  the  drain  holes,  around  the  rim  of  the  pot,  and  at  their 
worst  may  also  form  on  the  crown  of  the  plant.  Because  the 
deposit  is  rather  acid,  any  leaves  or  petioles  which  lie  on  the 
rim  of  the  pot  may  well  be  burned  by  contact  with  salt 
deposit.  It  is  not  unusual  for  petioles  to  be  burned  through, 
causing  the  death  of  the  leaf. 

All  the  water  (and  the  fertilizer  it  is  carrying),  move 


upward  to  the  plant  in  bottom  watering  wicking  systems. 
Some  is  used  by  the  plant,  but  there  is  always  evaporation 
from  any  of  the  mix  which  is  exposed  to  the  air.  What  evap¬ 
orates  is  the  water,  leaving  behind  the  fertilizer  salts  it  is  car¬ 
rying.  This  is  why  it  occurs  around  the  drain  holes  and  on  the 
rim  of  the  pot  (as  well  as  the  top  surface  of  the  mix) . 

Not  only  salts  from  the  fertilizer  solution  which  you  are 
feeding  the  plant  go  to  make  up  this  build-up,  sometimes 
salts  from  the  mix  itself  (for  instance  from  the  peat  moss,  or 
from  additional  fertilizers  you  may  have  added  to  the  mix) 
are  also  evident.  Obviously,  the  longer  the  plant  has  been  in 
the  pot,  the  greater  the  salt  deposit. 

Are  there  any  ways  to  avoid  salt  build-up? 

Repot  the  plant  regularly,  so  salts  have  less  chance  to 
build  up.  When  repotting,  always  remove  the  topmost  potting 
mix  which  will  be  most  likely  to  contain  excess  fertilizer. 
Never  over  fertilize  with  the  watering,  as  this  will  only  add  to 
the  problem,  as  well  as  possibly  burning  the  roots  of  the 
plant.  Be  wary  of  adding  extra  “goodies”  to  the  potting  mix, 
unless  your  experience  shows  that  they  cause  no  alarming 
increase  in  build-up.  Leach  the  plant  with  clean  lukewarm 
water  at  regular  intervals  to  wash  away  any  salt  deposit 
before  it  forms  a  crust  on  the  pot  or  the  plant. 

Leaching 

This  leaching  is  something  that  most  growers  pay  some 
sort  of  lip  seiwice  to  but  I’m  not  sure  that  it  is  done  much.  I 
have  often  been  asked  whether  I  leach  my  plants  (I  don’t  -  I 
have  too  many  and  it  would  take  too  long)  and  I  have  always 
asked  the  same  question  of  the  inquirer,  and  have  only  found 
three  or  four  growers  who  actually  do  leach  their  plants  reg¬ 
ularly.  But  if  we  all  did,  the  chances  are  that  we  might  have 
happier  plants  with  less  salt  deposit  on  their  pots. 

All  that  needs  to  be  done  is  to  pour  fresh  lukewarm  water 
through  the  potting  mix  letting  it  run  freely  from  the  drain 
holes.  This  should  also  provide  an  opportunity  to  gently  rub 
off  the  beginnings  of  any  salt  build  up  on  the  pot.  Let  as 
much  as  possible  of  the  water  drain  away  before  placing  the 
plant  back  on  its  normal  watering/fertilizing  system. 

But  then,  as  I  said,  most  of  us  don’t  do  this,  so  we  end 
up  with  yellow  or  brown  stains  on  the  pot.  These  may  be 
surprisingly  difficult  to  remove.  What  sort  of  pot  you  use  is 
important  here.  If  the  pot  has  drain  holes  on  the  sides,  the 
salts  which  form  there  are  very  obvious  to  see,  and  because 
the  plastic  is  often  rather  rough  in  this  area,  the  salts  don’t 
wipe  away  at  all  easily.  A  rough  edge  on  the  rim  of  the  pot 
also  is  likely  to  attract  a  salt  deposit,  so  if  possible  choose  a 
pot  with  a  smooth  or  rolled  edge. 
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You  may  sometimes  be  able  to  wash  the  salts  off  the  pot 
(use  a  pot  scrubber  if  necessary)  with  the  plant  still  in  it.  Some 
growers  recommend  using  a  little  kerosene  on  a  cloth  to  do 
this,  but  1  have  never  done  it  that  way  myself.  If  the  pot  is 
badly  stained,  however,  it  is  much  simpler  to  move  the  plant 
into  a  cleaner  pot.  Even  where  repotting  is  not  actually 
required,  you  can  easily  slip  the  plant  out  of  its  present  pot 
and  into  another  similar  sized  one  with  a  minimum  of  fuss. 

Washing  Up 

Now  you  have  all  the  empty  dirty  pots  to  wash.  They 
mount  up  alarmingly  after  a  full  afternoon  potting  session.  I 
still  haven’t  found  a  better  way  to  do  the  job  than  to  submerge 
all  the  pots  in  a  tub  full  of  warm  water  and  chlorine  bleach, 
with  a  little  detergent.  I  leave  the  pots  overnight,  or  even 
longer.  Finally  I  get  down  to  the  job  with  a  couple  of  different 


stiff  brushes  and  a  pot  scourer.  The  soaking  has  usually  soft¬ 
ened  the  fertilizer  salts,  and  any  other  grime  on  the  pots  so 
that  they  can  be  washed  away.  1  rinse  them  in  clean  warm 
water,  and  if  possible  leave  in  the  sun  to  dry.  It  is  reassuring 
to  know  that  the  sun  is  a  great  sanitizer.  After  soaking  in 
bleach,  scrubbing  and  drying  in  the  sun,  the  pots  are  sparkling 
clean  and  should  be  free  of  any  pathogens,  so  they  are  ready 
to  reuse  next  time  I  have  a  free  afternoon. 

But  of  course  washing  pots  is  one  of  the  world’s  most  bor¬ 
ing  jobs.  It  comes  somewhere  betw^een  ironing  handkerchiefs 
and  sweeping  the  back  steps,  I  think.  However,  like  those 
jobs,  it  is  necessary  and  always  great  when  it  is  finished! 

From  “The  African  Violet”,  Official  Journal  of  the 
AV  Association  of  Australia.  Inc. 


AVSA  BOOSTER  FUND 

Bill  Lyons  • 

38  Indian  Creek  Drive  • 

Levittown,  PA  19057 

CONTRIBUTIONS  1  JUNE  TO  31  JULY  2000 

Central  Jersey  AVS,  Matawan,  NJ . 

.  $10.00 

Ruth  Ceilings,  Folsum,  CA . 

_ $8.00 

Delta  Gesneriad  and  AVS,  Sacramento,  CA 

.  .  $15,00 

In  lieu  of  travel  expense.  Kay  &  Bill  Lyons, 

Apply  to  Microfilm  Project  Fund 

Apply  to  the  Microfilm  Project  Fund 

AVS  Lower  Bucks  County,  PA 

Jean  Mcllvanie,  Denver,  CO . 

_ 52.00 

Barbara  Wemess,  Coon  Rapids,  MN . 

.  .  .  10.00 

Baton  Rouge  AVS,  Baton  Rouge,  LA . 

.  500.00 

In  loving  memory  of  husband,  Oryille 

Jane  Rexilius,  Houston,  TX . 

.  .  .  25.00 

club  dissolved.  Apply  to  Microfilm  Project  Fund 

Apply  to  the  Beaumont  Copier  Maintenance  Fund 

In  memory  of  Erwin  Pieper,  Ruth  Geoke’s  Dad 

First  AVS  of  Denton,  Denton,  TX . 

.  .  10.00 

North  Star  AV  Council,  Bloomington,  MN 

_ 15.00 

Virginia  Barthelemy,  Thmpa,  FL . 

.  .  .  .  1,00 

AVC  Morris  County,  Morristown,  NJ . 

.  .  10.00 

Susan  Fraley,  Albany,  NY . 

_ 10.00 

The  Viking  Violettes,  St.  Paul,  MN . 

.  .  .  10.00 

In  lieu  of  travel  expense.  Kay  &  Bill  Lyons, 

Elizabeth  Whitesides,  Raleigh,  NC . 

_ 10.00 

In forxd  memory  of  Betty  Nepp, 

AVS  Lower  Bucks  County,  PA 

Janet  Riemer,  Pennington,  NJ . 

.  .  .  .  50.00 

CO  founder  of  the  Club 

Sundowners  AVC,  Madison,  W1 . 

.  .  20.00 

In fond  memory  cf  Aunt,  Edith  H.  Tepper 

Yvonne  Ozio,  Morgan  City,  LA . 

.  .  .  20.00 

Central  Jersey  AVS,  Matawan,  NJ . 

,  .  10.00 

Apply  to  the  Microfilm  Project  Fund 

In  memory  of  Erwin  Pieper,  Ruth  Geoke’s  Father 

In  lieu  oj travel  expense.  Susan  Arano  and 

Joshua  McKinney,  Goshen  KY . 

. 3.97 

Ruth  Geoke,  Brenham,  TX . 

.  .  .  15.00 

Laurel  Brown,  AVC  Burlington  County, 

Faye  ShirJey,  Oceanside,  CA . 

_ 10.00 

In  memory  of  Anna  Woodnff,  Jane  Rexilius’  Aunt 

Burlington,  NJ 

Apply  to  the  Microfilm  Project  Fund 

First  AVS  of  Spartanburg,  Spartanburg,  SC 

.  .  .  15.00 

Crosstown  AVC,  Madison,  WI . 

.  .  15.00 

Meredith  Hall,  Houston,  TX . 

_ 25.00 

Yvonne  Ozio,  Morgan  City,  LA . 

.  ,  ,  15.00 

Crafts  Inc,,  Broken  Arrow,  OK . 

.  .  .  5.00 

In  memory  of  Anna  Woodruff,  Aunt  of  Jane 

In  memory  of  Anna  Woodruff,  Jane  Rexilius  Aunt 

Commission from  Omaha  Sales  Table 

Rexilius 

Tricson  AVS,  Tricson,  AZ . 

.  .  .  33.00 

Baja  Oregon  BJoomers,  Yreka,  CA . 

.  .  20.00 

Meredith  Hall,  Houston,  TX . 

_ 25.00 

Donna  Mosher,  Grove  City,  OH . 

.  .  .  10.00 

Apply  to  the  Microfilm  Project  Fund 

In  memory  of  Ruth  Geoke’s  Father,  Erwin  Pieper 

W  C  C  -  Garden  Department 

Kathryn  Thielan,  BelJeviJie,  IL . 

.  .  .  5.00 

'Ifacey  Thdman,  Bedminister,  NJ . 

. 5.00 

North  Little  Rock,  AR . 

_ 5.00 

Trish  Wright,  Houston,  TX . 

.  .  20.00 

Glenn  Hodges,  Lenexa.  KS . 

.  .  .  .  10.00 

On  behalf  of  Alice  Brown,  North  Little  Rock,  AR 

In  memory  of  Erwin  Pieper,  Father  of  Ruth  Geoke 

Dorothy  Givens,  Sunnyvale,  CA . 

_ 20.00 

Anna  Mae  Brown,  Levittown,  PA . 

.  .  .  10.00 

Irish  Wright,  Houston,  TX . 

.  .  20.00 

Apply  towards  the  Microfilm  Project  Fund 

In  memory  of  Anna  Woodruff, 

C.  P.  Povey,  Stillwater,  MN . 

.  .  .  .  50.00 

Jane  Rexilius’  Aunt 

Ann  Gramstroff,  Spring  Hill,  FL . 

. 5.00 

TOTAL: . 

$1,137.97 

AVSA  Building  Maintenance  Fund 

Donations  from  June  1,  2000  - 

July  31, 

2000 

Helen  Blanton 

•  622  Riverside  Drive  • 

St.  Charles,  MO  63304 

First  GoJdsboro  AVS,  Goldsboro,  NC . 

$25.00 

North  Star  AVC,  Plymouth,  MN . 

,  .  .  $15.00 

Ms.  Janet  Thorsrud,  San  Jose,  CA . 

.  .  .  $5.00 

Crosstown  AVC,  Madison,  WI . 

.  15.00 

Mid-America  AVS,  Overland  Park,  KS  . . .  . 

...  20.00 

Ms.  Lois  Matusak,  Crown  Point,  IN . 

_ 1.00 

Baja  Oregon  Bloomers,  Yreka,  CA . 

.  20.00 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Hans  Inpijn,  Laguna  Woods,  CA.  . .  25.00 

Ms.  TTacey  Thdman,  Bedminster,  NJ . 

_ 5.00 

Mrs.  Ardath  Miller,  Manchester,  MO . 

.  15.00 

In  memory  of  Marilee  Beam 

Ms.  Ann  Gramstorff,  Spring  HilJ,  FL . 

....  5.00 

In  memory  of  Mrs.  Alma  Janus 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Michael  Hargis,  Beaumont,  TX. 

...  25.00 

DeJta  Gesneriad  and  AVS,  Sacramento,  CA . 

.  .  .  15.00 

Central  Jersey  AVS,  Fords,  NJ . 

.  10.00 

In  memory  of  Linda  Kennedy 

Ms.  Elizabeth  Whitesides,  Raleigh,  NC .  .  ,  . 

.  .  .  10.00 

On  behalf  of  Craig  Reed  and  Jan  Riemer 

Beaumont  AVS,  Beaumont,  TX . 

...  25.00 

Mr.  Marvin  Nester,  Lakeland,  FL . 

....  5.00 

CentraJ  Jersey  AVS,  Fords,  NJ . 

.  25.00 

In  memory  of  Linda  Kennedy 

Ms.  JoAnn  Osborne,  Alpharetta,  GA . 

.  .  .  15.00 

On  behalf  of  Janet  Riemer,  speaker Jee 

First  AVS  of  Spartanburg,  SC . 

...  10.00 

Mr.  Walter  Golba,  Jr.,  South  Hadley,  MA  .  . 

.  .  .  10.00 

Sundowners  AVC,  Madison,  WI . 

.  20.00 

Tlicson  AVS,  Tricson,  AZ . 

...  34.00 

Lau  Hin  Cheung,  Hong  Kong . 

.  .  .  10.00 

AVC  of  Morris  County,  Stanhope,  NJ . 

.  .  5.00 

Ms.  Heidi  Bonneau,  San  Jose,  CA . 

,  .  .  106.50 

Mr.  Rahim  Wilson,  Port  Orchard,  WA . 

.  .  .  10.00 

On  behalf  of  Janet  Riemer 

Ms.  Kathryn  Thielan,  Belleville,  IL . 

_ 5.00 

Ms.  Mary  Faith  Floyd,  West  Memphis,  AR. 

_ 2.00 

Potomac  Council  of  African  Violet  Judges  .  . , . 

.  25.00 

Ms.  Doris  Ande,  Riverside,  CA . 

...  10.00 

Ms.  Marvel  Fox,  Bemiuda . 

.  .  .  20.00 

In  memory  of  Mr.  Robert  Gordon 

Mr.  John  Houser,  Salt  Lake  City,  UT . 

_ 5.00 

Mr.  Jack  Dumas,  Point  Lookout,  NY . 

_ 2.00 

Mrs.  Janet  Riemer,  Pennington,  NJ . 

.  25.00 

AVS  of  Utah,  Salt  Lake  City,  UT . 

...  20.00 

In  memory  of  Gladys  Hudnall 

Ms.  Donna  Mosher,  Grove  City,  OH . 

...  10.00 

TOTAL  . 

,  .  $610.50 
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Rob's 

Boogie 

Woogie 

Best  Semiminiature 
2000  AVS A  National  Show 
Exhibited  by:  Kathy  Lahti 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Rob's 
Miss  Sniffles 

Exhibited  &  Hybridized  by: 
Ralph  Robinson 
Semiminiature 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


November  •  December  2000 


City  Lights 

Best  Fantasy 

2000  AVS A  National  Show 
Exhibited  by:  Nancy  Price 
Hybridized  by:  K  Lambert 
Small  Standard 


Bob  Serbia 

Exhibited  by:  Tony  Hullerman 
Hybridized  by:  J.  Brownlie 

Standard 
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Integrated  Pest  Management  for 

African  Violets 


Note:  These  are  exceipts  Jrom  a 
lecture  given  at  the  1999  NYSAVS 
Convention  and  show  by  Jana 
.  Lamboy,  IPM  Extension  Educator 
from  Cornell  University,  compiled  by 
Rtilph  Robinson  of  Robs  Mini-o-lets 
and  the  Violet  Bam.  Reprinted  with 
V  permission  from  VioletsEun  Photo 
Journal 


First,  what  is  “Integrated  Pest  Management”  (IPM)?  IPM  is 
a  pest  management  strategy  that  is  specific  to  a  plant-growing 
environment  and  the  biology  of  the  pest.  The  tools  of  1PM 
include  monitoring  and  early  detection,  record-keeping,  isola¬ 
tion  and  “roguing”,  biological  control,  and  botanical  and  syn¬ 
thetic  pesticides. 

Early  detection  means  locating  a  problem  and  isolating 
affected  plants  before  the  pest  population  explodes  and  spreads 
to  the  rest  of  the  collection.  This  means  regular,  close  exami¬ 
nation  of  your  plant  collection  for  any  problems,  or  potential 
problems.  Keep  records  of  how,  when,  where,  and  to  what 
extent,  the  problems  appeared.  Such  records  will  help  measure 
whether  your  treatment  of  the  problem  is  working.  Do  this 
each  time  a  problem  is  identified  and  treated,  since  pests  can 
become  resistant  and  treatments  may  become  less  effective 
over  time. 

Isolation  and  “roguing”  of  problem  plants  is  one  of  the 
most  important  parts  of  good  IPM.  Isolation  means  more  than 
just  keeping  newly  acquired  plants  separate  from  the  general 
collection.  It  means  separating  any  plant  suspected  of  having  a 
problem  from  the  collection.  Identifying  and  isolating  the  prob¬ 
lem  as  soon  as  possible  makes  dealing  with  the  problem  the 
easiest  and  most  effective. 

It’s  the  best  way  to  keep  small  problems  from  becoming  big 
ones.  “Roguing”  means  discarding  sick  plants,  especially  their 
root  system.  A  good  practice  is  to  take  cuttings,  discard  the  root 
system,  and  disinfect  pots  before  reusing.  Why  discard  the  root 
system?  This  is  “home”  of  most  pests  during  at  least  part  of 
their  life  cycle.  Even  thrips,  for  example,  spend  part  of  their  life 
cycle  in  the  soil.  This  is  something  we  believe  strongly  in  - 
we’ll  discard  plants  just  for  not  being  “pretty”.  Another  grow¬ 
er  once  quoted  a  famous  food  critic  as  saying  that  “restaurants 
could  be  judged  by  the  quality  of  food  found  in  their  dump¬ 
sters”.  We’ve  found  the  same  to  be  tme  among  violet  growers. 

Biological  control  means  identifying  the  “good”  parts  of  (or 
organisms  in)  the  ecosystem  that  will  eliminate  the  “bad” 
parts.  Are  there  any  “beneficial”  insects  or  fungi?  Ask  yourself 


if  your  problem  pest  has  any  natural  predator,  and  isolate  and 
use  these.  The  advantage  of  biological  controls  is  that  they  are 
safe.  When  such  predators  are  available,  and  can  be  effective¬ 
ly  used  in  your  environment,  this  is  the  best  control  method. 

Good  IPM  doesn’t  mean  that  botanical  or  synthetic  pesti¬ 
cides  can’t  be  used.  It  does  mean,  however,  that  they  should  be 
used  safely,  properly,  and  as  effectively  as  possible.  Effective 
use  of  pesticides  means  not  using  prohibited  chemicals  or  those 
not  intended  for  use  on  your  plants  or  in  your  growing  envi¬ 
ronment.  Their  effectiveness  can  often  depend  upon  how  they 
are  applied  in  what  type  of  environment.  Eor  example,  the 
effectiveness  of  Neem,  a  popular  botanical  pesticide  used  for 
the  control  of  thrips,  can  depend  upon  the  pH  of  the  water  with 
which  it  is  mixed  when  spraying  (use  distilled  water) .  It  also 
means  having  a  knowledge  of  the  pest’s  life  cycle,  and  repeat¬ 
ing  treatments  with  the  pesticide  at  the  proper  intervals.  To  be 
effective,  the  pests  need  to  be  attacked  at  each  stage  of  their 
life-cycle  -  e.g.  you’re  not  eliminating  only  mature  pests  while 
leaving  their  larvae  behind. 

Beware  of  pesticide  use  in  the  home  -  prolonged  exposure 
to  low  dosages  can  be  harmful,  especially  to  children  and  pets. 
Remember  that  many  of  these  chemicals  work  via  the  central 
nerx'ous  system  of  the  pests,  but  we  have  the  same  central 
ner\^ous  system  (just  bigger).  When  using  these  pesticides,  do 
so  in  a  separate  (nonliving)  area,  use  according  to  the  label, 
wear  protective  clothing  (including  the  proper  mask) ,  and  re¬ 
enter  the  area  only  when  safe  to  do  so.  Carefully  launder  these 
clothes  separately  from  others,  especially  those  of  children. 

As  for  disease  management,  good  cultural  and  sanitation 
practices  are  the  most  important  tools  of  good  IPM.  Constant 
monitoring  and  recordkeeping  also  are  important.  For  a  disease 
such  as  mildew  or  botrytis  to  exist  there  are  three  necessary 
factors:  a  susceptible  host,  a  favorable  environment,  and  a 
causal  agent  (the  organism  itself) .  Disease  can  be  controlled  by 
eliminating  any  one  of  these,  and  is  easily  achieved  through 
good  culture  and  sanitation  practices. 

Isolation  and  roguing  of  weak,  unhealthy  plants  (use  your 
trash  can!)  is  the  best  way  of  removing  the  “susceptible  hosts” 
from  your  collection.  Disease  will  always  claim  the  weakest  in 
the  population  first.  It  seems  obvious,  but  growing  only 
healthy  plants  means  that  you  will  have  only  healthy  plants. 
Removing  weak  or  diseased  plants  improves  the  collection  by 
removing  both  the  plants  as  well  as  the  agents  of  the  disease. 
Don’t  fall  into  the  trap  of  believing  that  the  problem  will  always 
just  “go  away”  or  can  be  kept  there  and  treated  without  risk  of 
spreading  to  others  in  the  collection. 

Good  culture  and  sanitation  is  especially  impoitant  since 
the  organisms  can  be  difficult  to  eliminate  entirely.  Though 
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powdeiy  mildew  spores  are  viable  for  about  two  weeks, 
botrytis  spores  can  remain  viable  for  over  a  year!  Except  in  the 
most  sterile  of  environments,  these  spores  are  always  there, 
even  on  healthy  material.  Dead  and  decaying  material  though, 
provides  their  most  favorable  environment.  It’s  important  to 
carefully  remove  and  discard  this  material  so  the  spores  aren’t 
spread  onto  other  plants.  When  attending  to  your  plant 
collection  it’s  a  good  practice  to  cany  a  small  plastic  bag  with 
you  to  collect  dead  or  dying  material  removed  from  your 
plants.  Don’t  hand-cany  the  material  through  the  room  to  the 
waste  bucket  since  you  might  be  spreading  spores  over  the  rest 
of  your  collection  in  doing  this!  It’s  also  important  to  remove  all 
affected  leaves  and  flowers  before  the  spores  are  produced 
(when  they  are  still  an  immature  fungus) . 

Water  and  dampness  can  be  a  problem  since  spores  can 
develop  in  the  small  water  droplets.  When  these  droplets  are 
reabsorbed  into  the  plant  tissue  the  spores  are  absorbed  as  well. 
Because  moist,  stagnant  air  can  provide  a  favorable  environ¬ 
ment  for  these  spores,  eliminate  these  factors.  Avoid  over¬ 
crowding  your  plants  so  that  air  movement  between  plants  is 
improved,  and  spores  don’t  easily  move  from  plant  to  plant  by 
direct  contact.  Try  to  equalize  temperatures  within  the  room  by 


providing  good  air  movement  and,  since  wami  air  rises, 
providing  heat  from  beneath  the  plants  (rather  than  above 
them) . 

To  summarize  IPM’s  role  in  good  plant  culture,  and  its  dif¬ 
ferences  with  conventional  practices,  integrated  pest  manage¬ 
ment  “considers  the  environment  and  health  safety  as  well  as 
growing  beautiful  flowers.  Successful  IPM  requires  a  better 
understanding  of  pest  biology  and  of  the  specific  problems 
associated  with  your  site.  However,  compared  to  a  rigid  spray 
schedule,  it  is  not  more  time  consuming  or  difficult.  Once  you 
begin  to  understand  the  importance  of  pest  life  cycles  and  early 
detection,  it  will  be  natural  to  assign  sick  or  infested  plants  to 
the  hospital  area  and  to  save  valuable  plants  by  making 
cuttings’’. 

All  of  this,  at  times,  can  sound  a  bit  complicated  and 
technical  but,  in  fact,  it  isn’t.  Most  good  growers  already 
practice  most  principles  of  IPM.  My  take  on  the  lecture  is  that 
good  IPM  really  is  just  good  growing  habits.  If  we  provide  an 
environment  that  is  good  for  the  plants  and  not  for  its  enemies, 
we  will  be  rewarded  with  healthy  plants.  Doing  this  can  require 
some  time  and  effort  but,  in  the  long-run,  can  be  easier  than 
attacking  problems  after  they’ve  arisen. 


Boyce  Edens  Research  Fund 

Marlene  Buck 

17235  N.  106th  Avenue  •  Sun  City,  AZ  85373-1958 

Donations  received  from  April  1,  2000  -  May  31,  2000 


AVS  of  Pensacola,  Pensacola  FL . $10.00 

In  memory  of  Mr.  Smith,  son  of  Bonnie  Smith 

First  AVS  of  Denton,  Denton,  TX . 10.00 

Susan  Storey,  San  Marcos,  TX . 10.00 

In  memory  of  Gladys  Hudnell,  a  very  special 
member  of  First  Austin  AVS  who  will  be  missed 

Sundowners  AVC,  Madison,  W1 . 20.00 

BA]A  Oregon  Bloomers,  Yreka,  CA . 20.00 

Crosstown  AVC,  Madison,  W1 . 15.00 

South  Coast  AVS,  Redondo  Beach,  CA . 25.00 

In  memory  of  Rosalind  Hancock 

Long  Island  AVS,  W.  Hempstead,  NY . 25.00 

In  memory  of  Ruth  Engel 
mother  of  Delores  O  ’  Sullivan 
Suet  Lai  Yeung,  Thi  Wai,  Hong  Kong . 10.00 


H.  B.  Maddox,  Sequim,  WA . $10.00 

Susie  Quon,  Arcadia,  CA . 50.00 

Kathryn  Thielan,  Belleville,  IL . 5.00 

TVi-City  AVS,  Tt-oy,  OH . 10.00 

Armand  Aaarata,  Leonia,  NJ . 10.00 

In  memory  oj  Gerard  McCann 

First  Goldsboro  AVS,  Goldsboro,  NC . 25.00 

North  Star  AV  Council,  Plymouth  MN . 15.00 

AVS  of  Northern  Illinois . 50.00 

In  memory  of  Frank  Mitchard 

New  York  City  AVS,  NY,  NY . 517,21 

Urifortunately  the  New  York  City  AVS  has fourtd 
it  necessary  to  disband 

First  AVS  of  Spartanburg,  Spartanburg,  SC  .  .  .  10.00 
Tticson  AVS,  TUcson,  AZ . 53.00 


Heart  of  Dixie  AVS.  Dothan,  AL . $396.06 

Our  club  Is  rio  longer  meeting  arid  we  send  this 
gift for  BERF 

Quad  Cities  AVS,  Moline.  IL . 25.00 

Susan  Fraley,  Albany,  NY . 10.00 

Tt-acey  L.  Ttidman,  Bedminster,  N) . 5.00 

Hilda  iohnson,  Cambridge,  MA . 10.00 

Bahamas  AVS,  Nassau.  Bahamas . 15.00 

Delta  Gesneriad  and  AVS,  Sacramento,  CA  . .  .  15.00 

AVS  of  Hawaii.  Honolulu,  HI . 25.00 

Cynthia  O'Brien,  Norwalk,  CT . 5.00 

Ann  D.  GramstorlT,  Spring  Hill,  FL . 5.00 

Elizabeth  Whitesides,  Raleigh,  NC . 10.00 


Final  Checklist  for  Show  Plants 


1 .  Is  this  plant  free  of  diseases,  dust,  spray  and  water  residue? 
(Saliva  seems  to  be  the  best  solvent  for  removing  water 
spots  from  leaves.) 

2.  Have  you  removed  all  suckers,  seed  pods,  seedlings  and 
“baby”  leaves,  dead  and  wilting  flowers  and  spent  stems? 

3.  Does  this  plant  have  a  neck  or  does  it  sit  too  high  in  the 
pot? 

4.  Is  there  a  label  with  the  plant  name  and  your  name  on  the 
bottom  of  the  pot? 


5.  Have  you  slip-potted  this  plant  in  the  same  size,  type  and 
color  of  pot  with  a  plastic  liner  to  avoid  leakage? 

6.  Does  this  plant  need  water? 

7.  Have  you  raised  the  flowers  up  so  they  are  not  hidden  by 
the  leaves? 

8.  Are  the  leaves  lying  in  their  proper  rows? 

9.  Have  you  removed  all  visible  labels,  picks  and  supports? 
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Patchwork  Pink 

2000  Introduction 

Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses 

Standard  Chimera 


Photo  Credit:  Paul  Sorano 


Cherry  Bomb 

Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses 

Standard  Chimera 


Photo  Credit:  Paul  Sorano 
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2000  Supplement 

Master  List  of  Species  and  Cultivars 


This  is  the  2000  supplement  to  the  ninth  edition  of  the 
African  Violet  Master  List  of  Species  and  Cultivars 
(AVML,  formerly  MVL).  The  supplement  includes  all 
cultivars  appearing  in  the  2000  Registration  Reports, 
descriptions  of  non-registered  cultivars  provided  by 
hybridizers  during  that  same  period,  and  changes  to  previous 
listings.  The  AVML  and  its  supplements  provide  a  timely, 
concise  and  accurate  tool  for  classifying,  judging  and 
exhibiting  African  violets. 


The  “universal”  IBM  and  MAC  AVML  database,  and 
the  “First  Class”  version  for  Windows  only,  are  available  on 
3.5-inch  floppy  disks  for  your  computer  at  $12.50,  and 
$5.00  for  updates  as  available.  Contact  the  Beaumont  office 
for  current  dates  and  computer  details. 

Send  corrections  and/or  hybridizer’s  descriptions  of 
cultivars  to  Lynn  Lombard,  790  Ridgecrest  Drive,  Colfax, 
CA  95713,  or  e-mail  to  lombard@oro.net. 
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The  2000  Supplement  to  the  African  Violet  Master  List 

Compiled  by  Lynn  Lombard,  African  Violet  Master  List  Chairman 

Supplement  to  African  Violet  Magazine  Volume  53  No.  6  November/December  2000 

t  designates  change 

Aca’s  Blues  Singer . (J.  Brownlie)  Semidouble  blue  two-tone  star.  Variegated  medium  green,  pink  and 

white.  Large 

Aca’s  Family  Reunion .  (8866)  6/13/00  (J.  Brownlie)  Semidouble  pink  and  white  star.  Medium  green,  plain.  Small 

standard 

Aca’s  Glamour  Puss  . (J.  Brownlie)  Semidouble-double  plum-pink  two-tone  pansy.  Medium  green. 

Semiminiature 

Aca’s  Happy  Star  .  (8867)  6/13/00  (J.  Brownlie)  Semidouble  pink  bell.  Medium  green,  plain/red  back. 

Semiminiature 

Aca’s  Ms.  Plum .  (8868)  6/13/00  (J.  Brownlie)  Semidouble  plum  purple  ruffled  star.  Medium  green,  ruffled. 

Standard 

Aca’s  Puff  Ball . (J.  Brownlie)  Double  red.  Dark  green/red  back.  Small  standard 

Aca’s  Red  Feather . (J.  Brownlie)  Single  red  sticktite  star.  Dark  green/red  back.  Standard 

Aca’s  Sizzle  .  (8869)  6/13/00  (J.  Brownlie)  Semidouble  plum  red  pansy.  Variegated  medium  green,  pink  and 

white,  quilted/red  back.  Semiminiature 

Aca’s  Sparkle .  (8870)  6/13/00  (J.  Brownlie)  Semidouble  pink  star/thin  red  edge.  Variegated  medium  green, 

pink  and  white,  plain.  Small  standard 

Allegro  Apple  Blossom  .  (8833)  3/31/00  (J.  Stromborg)  Single  pale  pink  sticktite  frilled  pansy/red  eye,  red-edged  top 

petals.  Medium  green,  plain,  quilted,  scalloped.  Standard 

Allegro  Cinderella .  (8854)  3/31/00  (J.  Stromborg)  Single  chimera  white  pansy/pale  lavender  stripe.  Medium  green, 

pointed,  quilted.  Semiminiature 

Allegro  Coronation  .  (8855)  3/3  1/00  (J.  Stromborg)  Single  plum  two-tone  sticktite  frilled  pansy/red-violet  eye,  edge. 

Medium  green,  heart-shaped,  quilted,  scalloped.  Standard 

Allegro  Darcy  Farrow .  (8856)  3/31/00  (J.  Stromborg)  Single  chimera  red-violet  pansy/white  stripe,  notched  top  petals. 

Light  green,  pointed,  pebbled,  hairy.  Miniature 

Allegro  Eiaster  Morn .  (8857)  3/31/00  (J.  Stromborg)  Single  chimera  dark  purple  pansy/white  stripe.  Light  green, 

heart-shaped,  serrated.  Standard 

Allegro  Flarvest  Moonglow  .  .  (8858)  3/31/00  (J.  Stromborg)  Single  pale  lavender-blue  sticktite  ruffled  star/red-violet  eye.  Dark 

green,  plain,  quilted,  serrated/red  back.  Standard 

Allegro  Lyric .  (8859)  3/31/00  (J.  Stromborg)  Semidouble  hot  pink  frilled  pansy/red  eye.  Light  green,  spooned, 

serrated.  Standard 
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Allegro  Moon  Mist  .  . .  (8860)  3/31/00  (J.  Stromborg)  Single  pale  lavender-blue  sticktite  pansy/red-violet  eye.  Dark 

green,  heart-shaped,  quilted,  serrated/red  baek.  Standard 

Allegro  Pink  Charisma .  (8861)  3/31/00  (J.  Stromborg)  Semidouble  orchid-pink  frilled  pansy/red  eye.  Medium  green, 

plain,  serrated.  Standard 

Allegro  Tattle  Tale  . .  (8862)  3/31/00  (J.  Stromborg)  Semidouble  red-violet  frilled  pansy/darker  eye.  Medium  green, 

plain,  quilted,  scalloped.  Standard 

Aly’s  Rodger  Shifflett .  (8846)  1/3/00  (A.  Droege)  Double  chimera  white  large  star/hot  pink  stripe,  purple  fantasy. 

Medium  green,  plain,  heart-shaped,  quilted,  scalloped.  Standard 

Baker’s  Chris  .  . .  (8838)  12/6/99  (P.  Davidson)  Single  two-tone  violet  and  white  sticktite  ruffled  pansy.  Medium 

green,  plain,  pointed,  serrated.  Standard 

Baker’s  Gwen  .  (8839)  12/6/99  (P.  Davidson)  Semidouble  light  magenta  pansy/darker  top  petals.  Medium  green, 

plain,  scalloped/red  back.  Standard 

Baker’s  Karlie . . .  (8840)  12/6/99  (P.  Davidson)  Single  light  mauve  sticktite  pansy/darker  eye,  lighter  edge.  Light 

green,  plain,  pointed,  quilted,  scalloped.  Standard 

Baker’s  Kees  .  (8841)12/6/99  (P.  Davidson)  Semidouble  light  rose-pink  pansy/white  eye.  Medium  green, 

plain/red  back.  Standard 

Baker’s  Lillian  .  . .  (8842)  12/6/99  (P.  Davidson)  Semidouble  two-tone  violet  ruffled  pansy/variable  white.  Dark 

green,  plain,  pointed,  quilted,  glossy,  wavy,  serrated.  Standard 

Baker’s  Marlena  .  (8843)  12/6/99  (P.  Davidson)  Semidouble  two-tone  violet  and  white  pansy.  Medium  green,  plain. 

Standard 

Baker’s  Tana .  (8844)  12/6/99  (P.  Davidson)  Single  rose  pink  sticktite  pansy/darker  eye.  Medium  green,  plain, 

pointed,  scalloped/red  back.  Standard 

Benediction  .  . . . . (K.  Stork)  Single-semidouble  lavender  two-tone  large  frilled  star.  Medium  green, 

quilted.  Standard 

Blue  Summit  .  . . .  .(Lyon)  Single  fuchsia  sticktite  star/purple  fantasy.  Medium  green.  Standard 

Boogie  Nights . .  . . (Lyon)  Single-semidouble  fuchsia  large  frilled  star/lighter  blue-purple  edge. 

Variegated  dark  green  and  white,  wavy.  Large 

Buckeye  Babe  . . (P.  Hancock)  Semidouble  lavender  ruffled  star/thin  purple  edge.  Variegated  dark 

green,  pink  and  cream.  Standard 

Buckeye  Ballet  Master  . (P.  Hancock)  Double  purple  large/darker  tips,  variable  thin  white  edge  on  top 

petals.  Variegated  medium  green  and  cream.  Standard 

Buckeye  Befuddled  . . (P.  Hancock)  Semidouble-double  lavender-pink/dark  purple  and  raspberry 

fantasy.  Variegated  dark  green,  pink  and  cream.  Large 

Buckeye  Beguiling . . . .  .(P.  Hancock)  Semidouble  purple  large  star/darker  fantasy.  Variegated  dark  green 

and  cream.  Standard 

Buckeye  Bellringer  . (P.  Hancock)  Semidouble-double  pale  raspberry  and  lavender  pansy/darker 

raspberry  and  purple  fantasy.  Variegated  dark  green,  pink  and  cream.  Standard 

Buckeye  Bells . (P.  Hancock)  Semidouble  rose-pink  bell.  Variegated  dark  green,  pink  and  cream, 

glossy.  Standard 

Buckeye  Berry . (P.  Hancock)  Semidouble  lavender-purple  two-tone  large.  Variegated  dark  green, 

pink  and  cream.  Standard 

Buckeye  Blossom . (P.  Hancock)  Semidouble  pale  lavender  large  star/variable  thin  purple  edge. 

Variegated  dark  green,  pink  and  cream.  Standard 

Buckeye  Blushing  . (P.  Hancock)  Semidouble-double  lavender  ruffled/darker  lavender  and  purple 

fantasy,  variable  darker  edge.  Variegated  dark  green,  pink  and  cream.  Standard 

Buckeye  Blythe  Spirit . (P.  Hancock)  Semidouble-double  light  lavender  ruffled/darker  lavender  and 

purple  fantasy,  variable  purple  edge.  Variegated  medium  green  and  cream. 
Standard 

Buckeye  Bridal  Gown . (P.  Hancock)  Semidouble  pale  lavender  blush  pansy.  Variegated  dark  green,  pink 

and  cream.  Standard 

Buckeye  Bridesmaid  . (P.  Hancock)  Semidouble  bright  pink.  Variegated  dark  green  and  cream. 

Standard 
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Buckeye  Bubblegum  .......  ............  .(P.  Hancock)  Semidouble-double  bright  pink  large.  Variegated  dark  green,  pink 

and  cream.  Standard 

Buckeye  Butterfly  Kisses  . . .  .(P.  Hancock)  Semidouble  blue-lavender  ruffled  star/darker  lavender  fantasy. 

Variegated  dark  green,  pink  and  cream.  Standard 

Buckeye  Crackerjack  ......  ............  .(P.  Hancock)  Semidoubie-double  light  purple  ruffled  star/darker  fantasy. 

Variegated  dark  green,  pink  and  cream,  serrated.  Large 

Buckeye  Cranapple  . . .  .(P.  Hancock)  Semidouble  lavender-red  large  star/variabie  dark  purple  fantasy. 

Variegated  dark  green,  pink  and  cream,  plain.  Large 

Buckeye  Crested  Peach  .....  ......... - (P.  Hancock)  Semidouble-double  peach-pink  ruffled/variable  darker  peach  tips. 

Variegated  dark  green,  pink  and  cream,  plain.  Standard 

Buckeye  Crushed  Velvet  ....  ............  .(P.  Hancock)  Semidouble-double  light  purple  ruffled  pansy/dark  purple  and 

raspberry  fantasy,  raspberry  edge.  Variegated  dark  green,  pink  and  cream. 
Standard 

Buckeye  Dancin’  Clouds . .  .(P.  Hancock)  Semidouble-double  white  ruffled  star/variable  pink  eye,  streaks. 

Variegated  medium  green  and  cream,  plain.  Standard 

Buckeye  Daydreamer  .  . . .  .(P.  Hancock)  Semidouble  mauve-pink  large  star.  Variegated  dark  green,  pink  and 

cream,  serrated.  Large 

Buckeye  Dedication  ........  ............  .(P.  Hancock)  Semidouble  white  large  ruffled  star.  Variegated  dark  green  and 

white.  Large 

Buckeye  Disco  Dancer  ......  ............  .(P.  Hancock)  Single  pink  frilled  pansy/wide  rose  edge.  Variegated  dark  green, 

pink  and  cream,  scalloped.  Standard 

Buckeye  Easy  Goer  ........  . . (P.  Hancock)  Semidouble-double  dark  coral-pink  frilled.  Variegated  dark  green, 

pink  and  cream.  Large 

Buckeye  Especially  Mine  . . .  .(P.  Hancock)  Semidouble  lavender-pink  ruffled  pansy/purple  and  raspberry 

fantasy,  raspberry  edge.  Variegated  dark  green,  pink  and  cream.  Large 
Buffalo  Hunt  .............  ............  .(K.  Stork)  Semidoubie-double  red  frilled.  Medium  green,  plain.  Standard 

jCastro  ..................  (3340)  03/16/78(G.  Beck)  Semidouble  dark  blue.  Plain,  quilted.  Standard 

Contrary  Mary  . . .  (8836)  10/18/99(D.  Thornburg)  Semidouble  light  pink  ruffled  pansy/darker  center,  edge.  Medium 

green,  quilted,  serrated.  Standard 

Donna  Marie  .............  (8847)  1/29/00  (J.  Bell)  Single  dark  pink/lighter  overlay.  Black-green,  plain/red  back.  Standard 

Fantasia  Delight  ...........  . .  .(Lyon)  Semidouble  light  pink  wavy/blue  and  rose  fantasy.  Dark  green.  Standard 

Fiery  Sunset  ..............  . .  .(Lyon)  Semidouble  bright  fuchsia  wavy  star/wide  white  edge.  Dark  green,  wavy. 

Standard 

Frosty  Frolic  . . .  .  ............  .(Lyon)  Semidouble  lavender  cupped  pansy/green-white  fantasy,  wide  dark  green 

edge.  Variegated  medium  green  and  white,  quilted.  Standard 

Funambule  . . .  .  ............  .(D.  Croteau)  Semidouble  dark  blue  pansy/white  and  pink  fantasy.  Variegated 

dark  green  and  pink,  plain.  Standard 

Glimmer  .................  ............  .(K.  Stork)  Single  white  sticktite  star/fuchsia-red  patches.  Dark  green,  quilted. 

Large 

Glorioski  ................  (8851)  3/27/00  (J.  Swift)  Semidoubie-double  dark  blue-purple  star/white  edge.  Dark  green,  plain, 

quilted.  Standard 

Golden  Spirit  .............  (8871)  6/13/00  (J.  Brownlie)  Semidouble  white  and  yellow  pansy.  Variegated  medium  green 

and  white,  plain.  Standard 

Grape  Festival  ............  (8863)  4/29/00  (J.  Cochran)  Single  lavender  two-tone  sticktite  frilled  pansy/darker  tips.  Medium 

green,  plain,  scalloped.  Standard 

Harlan’s  Dream  ...........  (8837)  1  i/27/99(All  Seasons  AVC/H.  Montgomery)  Single-semidouble  coral  pansy.  Medium 

green,  plain,  ovate,  quilted/red  back.  Standard 

Ice  Storm  ................  (8833)  9/3/99  (G.  Durand)  Single-semidouble  white  ruffled  star.  Dark  green,  heart-shaped, 

quilted,  glossy,  serrated/red  back.  Standard 

Irish  Blue  Eyes  ............  ............  .(K.  Stork)  Siiigle-semidouble  white  pansy/blue  eye,  variable  green-tinged  edge. 

Light  green.  Standard 

Jettle  ....................  ............  .(D.  Harrington)  Double  dark  blue.  Medium  green,  quilted.  Standard 
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Kent’s  Big  Deal  . . . . (K.  Stork)  Single-semidouble  purple  large  star/variable  red-blushed  eye. 

Variegated  dark  green  and  pink.  Large 

Key’s  Freckle  Face  .  (8849)  3/25/00  (K.  Degner)  Semidouble  pink  ruffled  pansy/fuchsia  overlay,  wide  edge.  Light 

green,  quilted,  scalloped.  Large 

Key’s  Heayenly  Star  .......  (8850)  3/25/00  (K.  Degner)  Single-semidouble  pink  star/wide  dark  fuchsia  edge.  Medium  green, 

plain,  pointed,  serrated/red  back.  Standard 

Little  Sundrop . (Lyon)  Single  white  cupped  star/yellow  eye.  Variegated  light  and  dark  green, 

ivory  and  variable  rose.  Semiminiature 

Lyon’s  Kissy  Face  . .  . . (Lyon)  Single  chimera  light  blue  sticktite  pansy/white  stripe.  Light  green,  plain. 

Standard 

Lyon’s  New  Dawn  . (Lyon)  Single-semidouble  chimera  white-pink  pansy/purple-blue  stripe. 

Variegated  dark  green  and  cream.  Standard 

Lyon’s  Paprika  . (Lyon)  Semidouble  dark  mauve-red  star/white  edge.  Black-green,  pointed. 

Semiminiature 

Lyon’s  Spring  Dancer . (Lyon)  Semidouble-double  white  pansy/light  green  ruffled  edge.  Variegated  light 

green  and  white,  wavy.  Standard 

Mandan  Dandy  . .  .  .(K.  Stork)  Single-semidouble  dark  coral  frilled  star.  Dark  green,  wavy.  Standard 

fMaria  Androlina . .  (3186)  08/24/77(G.  Beck)  Semidouble  orchid-pink.  Dark  green,  quilted,  scalloped.  Standard 

Mariah . .  ............  .(D.  Harrington)  Single  pink/radiating  red-violet  eye,  variable  top  petal  violet 

edge.  Medium  green,  quilted.  Standard 

fMarie’s  Bodega  Watercolor  (7783)  09/05/92(M.  Beeman)  Double  pink  rose,  and  white  shaded  ruffled  star.  Variegated  dark 

green,  pink,  rose,  cream  and  plain,  quilted,  hairy,  wavy.  Large 

■[■Marie’s  Pink  Bouquet .  (7786)  09/05/92(M.  Beeman)  Double  pink  ruffled  pansy.  Variegated  green,  pink  and  white, 

ruffled,  scalloped,  girl  foliage.  Standard 

|Marie’s  WIndtripper .  (7789)  09/05/92(M.  Beeman)  Single-semidouble  pink  frilled  star.  Variegated  dark  green  and 

cream,  ruffled,  girl  foliage.  Standard 

Mermaid’s  Kiss  . . (Lyon)  Semidouble  light  lavender  star/blue  and  red-orchid  sparkle  fantasy, 

red-orchid  edge.  Variegated  dark  green  and  white.  Standard 

Midnight  Plum . .  .(Lyon)  Double  red-plum.  Variegated  dark  green,  cream  and  rose.  Standard 

My  Mary  Sue .  (8835)  10/4/99  (D.  Hudson)  Single  chimera  purple/white  stripe.  Light  green,  pointed,  quilted, 

glossy.  Standard 

Ness’  Antique  Red . .  .(D.  Ness)  Double  dark  red.  Dark  green,  pointed,  serrated/red  back.  Standard 

Ness’  Blue  Wave  . (D.  Ness)  Single  light  blue  sticktite  pansy/lighter  top  petals.  Dark  green, 

serrated/red  back.  Small  standard 


Ness’  Blueberry  Kiss . (D.  Ness)  Single  white  sticktite  star/large  blue  tips.  Medium  green.  Small 

standard 

Ness’  Blueberry  Puff . (D.  Ness)  Semidouble  dark  blue  pansy/pink  fantasy.  Dark  green,  glossy, 

scalloped/red  back.  Small  standard 

Ness’  Cherry  Confection . (D.  Ness)  Semidouble  chimera  red  large  ruffled  pansy/white  stripe.  Medium 

green,  quilted.  Standard 

Ness’  China  Blue  . .  . . .  .(D.  Ness)  Semidouble  light  blue  two-tone  pansy/lighter  top  petals,  variable  white 

fantasy  on  lower  petals.  Dark  green,  serrated.  Small  standard 

Ness’  Cool  Breeze  . (D.  Ness)  Semidouble-double  light  blue/white  top  petals.  Medium  green,  quilted. 

Standard 

Ness’  Coral  Bliss  . (D.  Ness)  Semidouble-double  dark  coral.  Dark  green,  scalloped/red  back. 

Standard 

Ness’  Coral  Dawn  . . .  ............  .(D.  Ness)  Single  coral  sticktite  star.  Dark  green,  scalloped/red  back.  Small 

standard 

Ness’  Cranberry  Lace  . . .  .(D.  Ness)  Double  red-fuchsia  large/variable  thin  white  edge.  Medium  green, 

scalloped.  Standard 

Ness’  Dream  Maker  . . .  .(D.  Ness)  Semidouble  chimera  white  ruffled  pansy/coral-pink  stripe.  Medium 

green,  quilted,  scalloped.  Standard 
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Ness’  FIreglow . .  . 

Ness’  Forever  Pink  . 

Ness’  Jesse . 

Ness’  Lemon  Brocade  . 

Ness’  Midnight  Mist  . .  . 

Ness’  Orange  Pekoe . 

Ness’  Pixie  Grin . 

Ness’  Puppy  Charms . 

Ness’  Puppy  Dreams . 

Ness’  Puppy  Magic  . 

Ness’  Puppy  Prints  . 

Ness’  Viking  Fantasy . 

New  Year’s  Eve . 

Omaha  Thunder  . 

Optimara®  Bolero . 

Optimara®  Cha  Cha . 

Optimara®  Charleston . 

Optimara®  Conga . 

Optimara®  Degas  . 

Optimara®  Flamenco . 

Optimara®  Foxtrot . 

Optimara®  Hokey  Pokey  .  .  . 

Optimara®  Hula  Hula  . 

Optimara®  Jitterbug  . 

Optimara®  Kazuko . 

Optimara®  Lambada  . 

Optimara®  Limbo . 

Optimara®  Little  Arapaboe  . 
Optimara®  Little  Creek  .  .  .  . 
Optimara®  Little  Ottawa  .  .  . 
Optimara®  Little  Pawnee  .  .  . 

Optimara®  Miho . 

Optimara®  Millennia . 

Optimara®  Omita . 

Optimara®  Polka  . 

Optimara®  Quickstep . 


.(D.  Ness)  Semidouble  bright  red  ruffled  pansy.  Dark  green,  glossy,  scalloped/red 
back.  Standard 

.(D.  Ness)  Semidouble-double  pink  large  star/thin  white  wavy  edge.  Medium 
green,  scalloped.  Standard 

.(D.  Ness)  Semidouble  lavender  wavy  star/white  eye,  darker  lavender  ring.  Dark 
green,  quilted.  Small  standard 

.(D.  Ness)  Double  ivory  and  yellow.  Dark  green.  Standard 

.(D.  Ness)  Semidouble  dark  blue  pansy/white  eye,  thin  white  edge.  Medium  green, 

scalloped.  Small  standard 

.(D.  Ness)  Semidouble-double  coral  large  pansy.  Variegated  dark  green,  pink  and 
cream,  scalloped/red  back.  Large 

.(D.  Ness)  Semidouble  mauve  pansy/thin  white  edge.  Variegated  medium  green 

and  white.  Semiminiature 

.(D.  Ness)  Semidouble  white  pansy/pink  patches.  Medium  green,  heart-shaped, 
quilted.  Semiminiature 

.(D.  Ness)  Semidouble  white  and  pink  pansy.  Medium  green,  quilted. 

Semiminiature 

.(D.  Ness)  Semidouble  white  and  bright  fuchsia  pansy.  Medium  green, 
heart-shaped,  quilted.  Semiminiature 

.(D.  Ness)  Semidouble  medium  blue  pansy/light  pink  fantasy.  Dark  green,  quilted. 

Semiminiature 

.(D.  Ness)  Single  white  sticktite  star/pink  and  purple  fantasy,  white  edge.  Medium 
green,  scalloped.  Standard 

.(Lyon)  Double  pink  star/dark  wine  sparkle  edge.  Variegated  dark  green,  white 
and  cream,  variable  pink.  Standard 

.(K.  Stork)  Single-semidouble  dark  red  star.  Medium-dark  green,  plain.  Standard 

.(Holtkamp)  Single  pink.  Medium  green.  Small  standard 

.(Holtkamp)  Single  blue.  Medium  green.  Small  standard 

.(Holtkamp)  Single  lilac.  Light  green.  Small  standard 

.(Holtkamp)  Semidouble  lilac  frilled.  Medium  green.  Small  standard 

.(Holtkamp)  Single  white/red  patches.  Medium  green,  plain.  Standard 

.(Holtkamp)  Semidouble  red-purple/white  wavy  edge.  Medium  green.  Small 
standard 

.(Holtkamp)  Single  blue  frilled/white  edge.  Medium  green,  plain.  Small  standard 

.(Holtkamp)  Double  blue  frilled.  Dark  green.  Small  standard 

.(Holtkamp)  Semidouble  lilac  wavy.  Medium  green.  Small  standard 

.(Holtkamp)  Semidouble  red  frilled.  Medium  green.  Small  standard 

.(Holtkamp)  Single  white.  Light  green.  Large 

.(Holtkamp)  Single  lilac.  Dark  green.  Small  standard 

.(Holtkamp)  Single  blue.  Medium  green.  Small  standard 

.(Holtkamp)  Single  white.  Light  green.  Semiminiature 

.(Holtkamp)  Single  pink.  Dark  green.  Semiminiature 

.(Holtkamp)  Double  white/purple  eye.  Medium  green.  Semiminiature 

.(Holtkamp)  Single  light  blue.  Medium  green.  Semiminiature 

.(Holtkamp)  Single  blue.  Dark  green.  Standard 

.(Holtkamp)  Single  red/white  stripe.  Medium  green.  Standard 

.(Holtkamp)  Single  burgundy.  Medium  green.  Standard 

.(Holtkamp)  Semidouble  light  blue  wavy.  Dark  green.  Small  standard 

.(Holtkamp)  Double  blue/white  edge.  Dark  green.  Small  standard 
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Optimara®  Rumba .  . . .(Holtkamp)  Single  light  blue  frilled.  Medium  green.  Small  standard 

Optimara®  Rumiko  . . . (Holtkamp)  Single  blue.  Medium  green,  plain.  Standard 

Optimara®  Shimmy . . . (Holtkamp)  Double  red  and  white  frilled.  Light  green.  Small  standard 

Optimara®  Tango  . .  ............  .(Holtkamp)  Single  purple  and  white.  Light  green.  Small  standard 

Optimara®  Twist  . .  . . (Holtkamp)  Double  purple  and  white  frilled.  Medium  green.  Small  standard 

Optimara®  Two-step . .  .(Holtkamp)  Double  burgundy  and  white  frilled.  Light  green.  Small  standard 

Optimara®  Waltz .  . . .(Holtkamp)  Semidouble  two-tone  pink  frilled.  Medium  green.  Small  standard 

■[Orchard’s  Night  Light  .....  (8814)  06/08/99(R.  Wilson)  Single-semidouble  white  star/variable  pink  blush.  Dark  green,  plain, 

quilted,  pebbled.  Semiminiature 

Orchard’s  Wonder  Twin  ....  (8873)  7/13/00  (R.  Wilson)  Double  white  star.  Light  green,  plain.  Miniature 

Patchwork  Blue  . .  . . .  .  .(Lyon)  Single-semidouble  chimera  blue-violet  frilled  star/white  stripe.  Medium 

green.  Standard 

Patchwork  Pink . (Lyon)  Single-semidouble  chimera  light  pink  frilled  star/white  stripe.  Medium 

green.  Standard 

Patchy  Trail . .  .(D.  Harrington)  Single  white/violet  patches  on  top  petals.  Light  green,  plain. 

Semiminiature  trailer 

fPink  Parfait . .  .  (8852)  3/27/00  (J.  Swift)  Semidouble  bright  pink  large  star/white  frilled  edge.  Dark  green, 

quilted,  wavy,  scalloped.  Standard 

Pink  Summit  .............  ............  .(Lyon)  Single-semidouble  medium  pink  frilled  pansy/white  edge,  variable  green 

tinge.  Medium  green.  Standard 

Pinkie  Winkie  . (J.  Swift)  Semidouble  bright  pink  large  star/white  frilled  edge.  Dark  green,  plain. 

Large 

Precious  Rose . (Lyon)  Double  white  star/rose  edge.  Variegated  medium  green  and  white,  ovate, 

serrated.  Standard 

Raspberry  Chiffon . (Lyon)  Semidouble  light  pink  star/light  blue  and  dark  rose  fantasy,  rose  edge. 

Medium  green.  Standard 

Red  Tiger . .  . . (Lyon)  Single-semidouble  fuchsia  sparkle  star/white  edge.  Black-green. 

Semiminiature 

Rhapsodic  Agnes  . . (Holtkamp)  Single  blue.  Light  green.  Standard 

■[Rhapsodic  Cornelia .  . . .(Holtkamp)  Semidouble  light  blue.  Dark  green.  Standard 

Rob’s  Blue  Socks  . .  (8874)  7/29/00  (R.  Robinson)  Semidouble  medium  blue  star.  Crown  variegated  dark  green, 

pink,  tan,  and  beige/red  back.  Semiminiature 

Rob’s  Bunny  Hop  .  (8875)  7/29/00  (R.  Robinson)  Semidouble  pink  pansy.  Variegated  medium-dark  green  and 

white,  glossy.  Miniature 

Rob’s  Jitterbug  . .  (8876)  7/29/00  (R.  Robinson)  Semidouble  medium  blue  pansy/thin  white  edge.  Crown 

variegated  dark  green,  white  and  yellow,  pointed,  serrated/red  back.  Miniature 

Rob’s  Kid  Wheezy  .........  (8877)  7/29/00  (R.  Robinson)  Semidouble  white  pansy/irregular  dark  purple-blue  edge.  Medium 

green,  pointed.  Semiminiature 

Ruffled  Feathers  ..........  . . (K.  Stork)  Semidouble-double  coral  ruffled/ligbter  veins,  edge.  Medium  green. 

Standard 

Salmon  Ella . .  . . (K.  Stork)  Double  salmon-coral  wavy.  Dark  green.  Standard 

■[San  Gregorio . .  (3743)  10/15/79(0.  Beck)  Semidouble  magenta-lavender.  Dark  green,  serrated/red  back. 

Standard 

Santa’s  Kiss  .  . . (Lyon)  Semidouble  white  fluted  star/light  fuchsia  edge,  variable  green  tips. 

Variegated  medium  green  and  white.  Standard 

Shimmer  Shake  . . (Lyon)  Double  pink  frilled  star/blue  fantasy.  Dark  green.  Standard 

Silly  Girl  . . (Lyon)  Semidouble  medium  pink  pansy/red  sparkle  edge.  Light  green,  girl 

foliage.  Miniature 

Simpler  Times . . . . . (Lyon)  Double  dark  blue  large  star.  Dark  green.  Standard 

•[Snowy  Sky  . .  (8834)  9/3/99  (G.  Durand)  Semidouble  light  blue  ruffled  star/white  fantasy.  Dark  green,  ovate, 

quilted,  serrated/red  back.  Standard 
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Stormy  Rage  . . . (Lyon)  Double  dark  blue  star.  Variegated  dark  green,  pink  and  cream. 

Semiminiature 

Summer  Sunshine . . . (Lyon)  Double  white  frilled  star/yellow  blush  eye.  Variegated  medium  green  and 

white,  wavy.  Standard 

Sweet  Sam  .  (8845)12/8/99  (P.  Harris)  Double  pink/variable  pink  and  or  white  mottled  edging  on  top  petals. 

Medium  green,  pointed,  heart-shaped,  serrated.  Semiminiature  trailer 

Taffeta  Blue . (Lyon)  Semidouble  white  frilled  pansy/bright  blue  patches.  Medium  green. 

Standard 

Too  Much  Pizzazz . .  .(D.  Ness)  Semidouble  dark  red  large  wavy  star.  Dark  green,  serrated/red  back. 

Standard 

Tropical  Heat  Wave  . . . (K.  Stork)  Single-semidouble  coral-rose  large  frilled  star.  Dark  green,  wavy. 

Standard 

Ukrainian  Winter  .  (8872)  6/13/00  (J.  Brownlie)  Semidouble  white  frilled  star/slight  pink  blush,  thin  green  edge. 

Variegated  medium  green  and  white,  ruffled.  Standard 

Uncle  Cassie .  (8848)  1/29/00  (J.  Bell)  Single  light  mauve  pansy/darker  marking,  green-white  edge.  Medium 

green,  plain.  Standard 

Vallarta  La  Palapa  .  (G.  Beck)  Single  medium  pink.  Dark  green,  quilted,  serrated.  Semiminiature 

trailer 

Victorian  Treasure  . (Lyon)  Single  chimera  dark  pink  large  sticktite  frilled  star/medium  blue  stripe, 

fantasy.  Medium  green,  quilted.  Standard 

Vintage  Lace  . (Lyon)  Single  purple  and  blue  star/light  pink  edge.  Variegated  dark  green  and 

cream.  Standard 

Von’s  Elegance  .  (8864)  5/31/00  (Y.  Lambert)  Single-semidouble  blush  white  pansy.  Dark  green,  plain,  quilted/red 

back.  Semiminiature 

Von’s  Mariner  .  . .  (8865)  5/31/00  (Y.  Lambert)  Semidouble-double  bright  blue  pansy.  Dark  green,  plain, 

quilted/red  back.  Semiminiature 

Watercolor  Raindrops . (Lyon)  Single  pink  star/blue-purple,  pink  and  rose  fantasy.  Variegated  dark 

green,  cream  and  ivory.  Standard 

Watermelon  Bay  . (Lyon)  Scmidouble  blue-purple  star/white  frilled  edge.  Dark  green,  pointed, 

pebbled/red  back.  Semiminiature 

fWine  Country  .  (7790)  09/()5/92(M.  Beeman)  Single-semidouble  wine  ruffled  pansy.  Variegated  dark  green,  rose 

and  white,  ovate,  glossy,  ruffled,  scalloped.  Standard 
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Rebecca  Jane 

Hybridized  by:  J.  Eyerdom 
Large 


Tropical 
Heat  Wave 

Best  Plant  in  Commercial  Division 
2nd  Best  New  Cultivar 
Exhibited  &  Hybridized  by: 

Kent  Stork 

Kents  Flowers 
Standard 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 
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Propagation 
by  Division 


Mature  African  violet  plants  can  often  produce  two  or 
more  crowns.  Sometimes  we  just  haven’t  noticed  that  a 
tiny  group  of  leaves  has  suddenly  grown  into  another 
crown  or  maybe  we  haven’t  had  the  time  to  groom  our 
plants.  If  the  crowns  are  divided,  each  will  become  a  new 
plant.  The  best  time  to  divide  crowns  is  just  after  bloom, 
when  each  crown  begins  producing  new  leaves. 


1 .  Allow  the  soil  to 
dry  before  divid¬ 
ing  crowns.  Wet 
soil  tends  to  stick 
to  the  roots  and 
makes  it  difficult 
to  see  the  natural 
division  of  the 
crowns. 


3. 


Remove  plant  and  rootball  from  pot.  Gently  shake 
most  of  the  soil  from 
roots.  Look  closely 
for  the  natural 
division.  Carefully 
pull  crowns 
apart  to  see 
if  a  substantial 
root  system 
exists  on 
each  one. 

You  may 
have  to 
use  a 

sharp,  sterilized 
knife  to  separate  them 


Plant  each  crown  in  a  3  inch  pot  with  fresh,  sterilized 
African  violet  mix.  Place  pots  in  a 
bright  sunny  window  out  of  direct 
sunlight  or  under  lights. 
Water  plants  with  a  solution 
of  superthrive  and  water 
(10  drops  per  gal.)  to 
minimize  shock. 
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It  All  Started  at  Our  Show 

by  Georgette  Jolivette 
Desert  Sun  African  Violet  Society 
Arizona 


As  a  member  of  the  Desert  Sun  AVS,  Arizona,  I  always 
look  forward  to  our  annual  show  and  sale.  Last  year  there 
were  some  surprising  results. 

The  judging  was  almost  complete  when  a  little  lady 
came  to  me  carrying  some  leaves  and  two  plants.  She  told 
me  her  name  was  Dannita  Coleman  and  that  she  was  a 
teacher.  She  also  told  me  that  she  wanted  to  have  a  class 
project,  and  asked  if  1  could  help  her  select  some  leaves. 

We  chose  ‘Beethoven’  and  a  few  others.  She  took  the 
leaves  and  plants  home,  took  a  clear  plastic  candy  box  that 
one  of  her  student’s  parents  had  given  her,  and  filled  it  with 
African  violet  soil.  The  leaves  weren’t  planted  with  the  peti¬ 
ole  pointing  down,  but  were  laid  on  top  of  the  soil,  damp¬ 
ened  with  water  and  the  clear  cover  was  placed  on  the  box. 

The  children  in  her  class  watched  those  leaves  every  day 
until  one  day  some  of  the  students  shouted,  “Miss  Coleman, 
we  have  babies!”  Under  their  watchful  eyes  the  babies  grew 
and  grew. 

One  night  I  received  a  call  from  Dannita  who  wanted  to 
know  if  I  would  do  a  workshop  for  a  few  women  friends.  “Of 
course,”  I  told  her,  “This  is  what  I  am  here  for!”  We  met  in 
her  home  and  I  told  them  the  history  of  the  African  violet, 
America’s  favorite  houseplant.  Then  the  fun  part  came.  I  did 
a  design  work  shop.  It  consisted  of  an  Interpretive  Plant 
Arrangement,  an  Interpretive  Flower  Arrangement,  a  minia¬ 
ture  arrangement,  and  an  underwater  arrangement. 

I  have  never  in  my  life  seen  such  excitement!  The  ladies 
wanted  to  know  if  they  could  join  this  organization  and  I 
told  them,  “Yes!” 


I  gave  them  an  application  blank  and  told  them  to  make 
as  many  copies  as  needed  and  send  in  their  membership  fees 
when  they  had  time.  Dannita  said,  “Give  me  that  application. 
I’ll  run  to  the  corner  and  make  copies.” 

In  a  snap  she  was  back,  with  10  copies.  The  four  ladies 
made  out  checks  for  our  affiliate  club,  and  to  AVSA!  They  all 
joined  and  we  are  expecting  quite  a  few  more  members. 

All  this  came  about  because  a  teacher  had  attended  our 
annual  show! 

Thank  you  to  our  hostess  and  new  member,  Dannita 
Coleman,  and  our  other  new  members,  Corliss  Scipio  Pearson, 
Marie  Ausberry,  and  Gloria  Collins. 

I  always  like  to  get  feedback  from  those  attending  any 
workshop.  Here  are  some  of  the  comments. 

“Georgette  was  great,  she  knows  so  much  about  African 
violets!  I  have  learned  more  in  this  short  time  than  ever 
before.  Her  love  for  the  flowers  “shines  through”.  I  am 
looking  forward  to  being  a  member  of  the  society.” 

“Georgette,  the  demonstrations  were  excellent,  not  only 
informative,  but  also  fascinating.” 

“Mrs.  jolivette's  work  shop  was  educational  and  enjoy¬ 
able.  After  the  workshop,  I  knew  I  had  to  become  a  member 
of  the  African  Violet  Society  of  America.” 

“I  felt  that  the  workshop  was  very  beneficial  and  I 
learned  a  lot.  I  want  to  become  a  member  of  the  African  Violet 
Society  of  America.” 

This  small  workshop  was  such  a  success,  we’re  having 
another  this  Saturday.  This  one  will  cover  “Having  a  Show, 
and  the  Different  Committees”. 


DO  YOU  OVERFERTILIZE? 

by  Leonie  Chirgwin 


The  signs  of  over-fertQizing  African  violets  are  green, 
tight  centers  (gray  fuzzy  centers  are  something  else) ,  coarse 
brittle  leaves,  stalks  that  snap  easily,  or  an  orange-brown 
crust  on  the  hairs  of  the  center  leaves.  A  warning  sign  is  the 
orange  crust  that  appears  around  the  edge  of  pots  and  around 
the  drainage  holes. 

Follow  the  instructions  on  the  packet  or  bottle  of  fertili¬ 
zer.  If  in  doubt,  less  is  better  than  more.  Don’t  think  that 
strong  fertilizer  will  produce  a  bigger  plant  with  more  flowers. 
At  certain  times  of  the  year  a  plant  needs  less  fertilizer  than 
at  other  times.  For  example,  in  summer,  we  all  drink  a  lot  of 
fluid  but  eat  less.  Plants  are  the  same,  needing  extra  fluid 


because  of  the  heat,  but  not  the  extra  food  they  would  get  if 
the  fertilizer  solution  was  just  as  strong  as  in  spring.  Also,  in 
winter  when  growth  has  slowed  due  to  the  cold  weather,  less 
food  is  required  because  the  plant  isn’t  growing. 

Treatment  for  over-fertilizing  is  to  let  warm  water  run 
through  the  potting  mix  and  out  the  drainage  holes  to  leach 
out  that  excess  fertilizer.  Also  wash  the  leaves  gently  under 
warm  water.  Brush  the  orange  crust  on  the  hairs  with  a  weak 
vinegar  solution  and  then  rinse  with  plain  water. 

From  the  Newsletter  of  the  Early 
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Ness* 
Dream  Maker 

Exhibited  &  Hybridized  by:  D.  Ness 
Midland  Violets 
Standard 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Sinningia 
*  Orange  Zinger* 

Exhibited  by:  Bobbie  Peters 
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Shy  Blue 
Precious  Pink 
California  Sunset 

2nd  Best  AVSA  Semiminiature  Collection 
2000  AVS A  National  Show 
Exhibited  by:  Dolores  Gibbs 
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Keeping  Your  Plants  Nice 

by  Sue  Gardner 


If  you  want  to  grow  a  lovely  plant  or  if  you  just  always  want 

your  plant  to  look  nice,  you  need  an  ongoing  program  of  care.  If 

you  use  the  following  suggestions,  they  soon  become  second 

nature  and  you  can  achieve  great  results! 

Initial  Steps 

1 .  When  re-potting,  you  can  start  to  groom  your  plants  for  sym¬ 
metry  and  beauty.  First,  remove  all  flowers  and  check  plant  for 
pests  or  disease.  Then,  remove  outside  immature  leaves  as 
shown  marked  with  an  “X”  in  diagram  ( 1 ) .  These  leaves  are 
usually  smaller  and  paler  in  color  than  more  mature  leaves. 

2.  Next,  remove  any  marked  or  damaged  leaves  -  unless  they 
are  center  leaves,  in  which  case  leave  them  until  plant  grows 
larger. 

3.  Place  the  plant  on  a  table  or  floor  and  look  down  on  it.  Remove 
any  other  leaf  which  spoils  the  symmetry  of  the  leaf  pattern.  If 
you  are  unsure  whether  a  leaf  should  be  removed,  cover  it  with 
a  piece  of  tissue.  If  the  symmetry  is  improved,  then  it  is  safe  to 
remove  the  leaf.  You  may  need  to  cover  several  leaves  before 
making  a  decision.  It  is  always  better  to  check  in  this  way 
because  you  cannot  glue  a  leaf  back  onto  the  plant! 

4.  Your  plant  probably  now  has  a  neck  see  diagram  (2).  Select  a 
suitable  pot  and  pot  the  plant  so  that  the  neck  is  covered. 

5.  Brush  any  potting  mix  or  dust  from  the  leaves  with  a  soft 
brush.  Wiping  with  a  moist  tissue  is  often  an  effective  way  to 
remove  dust  and  cat  hair.  If  necessary  wash  the  plant  as  dirt  left 
on  leaves  can  cause  marks  to  develop.  To  wash,  take  the  plant 
to  a  sink,  tilt  sideways  and  gently  run  tepid  water  over  the 
outside  leaves.  If  any  water  collects  in  the  center,  gently  mop 
with  a  tissue.  You  have  now  discovered  that  you  need  plenty  of 
tissues! 

Ongoing  Grooming  and  Care 

Every  few  weeks,  check  your  plant  for  the  following 
problems  using  the  suggested  remedies  if  necessary. 

Lack  of  Symmetry 

Place  your  plant  on  a  piece  of  newspaper  on  the  floor.  Stand 
above  the  plant  and  look  down.  The  light  color  of  the  paper 
allows  you  to  see  the  leaf  outline  and  check  for  symmetry.  If  a 
leaf  has  skewed  out  of  position  as  in  figure  (3),  use  a  clothes 
peg  clipped  to  the  rim  of  the  pot  to  exert  gentle  pressure  on  the 
leaf  petiole  to  move  it  back  to  its  correct  position.  You  may  have 
a  better  implement  than  a  clothes  peg  -  if  so,  use  it. 

If  the  leaf  won’t  lie  flat  when  you  clip  the  peg  in  place,  put 
a  small  smooth  piece  of  wooden  skewer  through  the  hole  in  the 
peg,  so  that  the  skewer  keeps  the  leaf  flat.  See  diagram  (4). 


Diagram  (1) 

Immature  leaves  are  marked  with  an  X. 


Diagram  (2) 

Plant  with  an  ugly  neck! 


Diagram  (3) 

Move  leaf  to  fill  gap. 


Diagram  (4) 

Peg  clipped  to  rim  of  pot. 
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Leaves  Drooping 

If  the  leaves  of  your  plant  droop  down,  they  need  support 
until  they  strengthen.  The  simplest  way  to  support  leaves  is 
with  a  collar  made  from  a  paper  plate  cut  as  in  diagram  (5). 

Select  a  plastic  covered  paper  plate  as  uncoated  paper 
could  cause  drying  of  leaves.  Slip  each  half  of  the  cut  plate 
under  the  leaves  using  the  pot  rim  to  hold  the  inner  edge  in 
position.  Remove  the  collar  when  the  leaves  are  self 
supporting. 

Sideshoots 

Check  your  plant  for  sideshoots  because  they  spoil  the 
shape  of  the  plant.  You  need  to  be  able  to  recognize  the 
difference  between  a  sideshoot  and  a  flower  bud.  Look  at 
diagram  (6).  The  sideshoot  has  4  leaves,  whereas  the  flower 
bud  has  2  smaller  leaves  with  a  round  bud  in  between. 

Disbudding 

If  you  are  growing  a  plant  for  a  show,  you  may  want  to 
disbud  so  that  the  plant  will  develop  a  large  head  of  flowers 
when  required.  Some  plants  grow  two  flower  stalks  from 
each  leaf  axil.  See  diagram  (7). 

It  is  always  good  to  check  your  plant  to  see  if  it  does  this. 
If  your  plant  only  grows  one  flower  stalk  you  can  disbud  by 
pulling  the  flower  stalk  sideways  until  it  snaps  off. 

If  it  grows  two  flower  stalks,  you  need  to  remove  the  first 
one  carefully  so  that  you  leave  the  second  one  to  develop  if 
required.  Remove  the  first  stalk  by  cutting  it  carefully, 
leaving  a  small  stub  about  3mm  long.  See  diagram  (8). 

If  you  can’t  exist  without  flowers,  leave  one  flower  stalk 
on  each  plant.  Or  you  could  allow  some  plants  to  flower 
while  disbudding  the  plants  you  are  growing  for  a  show. 

The  above  suggestions  are  not  very  arduous  when  they 
become  a  habit.  So  try  to  keep  your  plants  nice! 


Sideshoot  Flowerbud 

Diagram  (6) 


Diagram  (7) 


total  removal  removal 

of  flowerstalk  leaving  stub 


Diagram  (8) 


From  the  “Newsletter”  of  the  Early  Mom  AV 
Group,  Australia  &  New  Zealand 


More  Tips  for  Winter 


’Winter  has  arrived.  A  problem  some  members  experience 
is  that  the  area  in  which  their  plants  grow  becomes  too  cold. 
To  get  around  this  we  have  adjusted  our  lights  so  that  those 
in  one  half  of  the  plant  room  come  on  two  hours  earlier  than 
those  on  the  opposite  side.  This  also  means  that  the  second 
lot  of  lights  go  off  two  hours  later  than  the  first  lot.  This 
extends  the  warmth  in  the  room  by  four  hours. 

Place  a  sheet  of  newspaper  over  plants  if  they  are  against 
glass  and  cannot  be  moved  away  from  the  window.  This  will 
be  sufficient  to  protect  the  plant  from  the  cold  that  is  trans¬ 


ferred  through  the  glass.  If  the  plant  is  in  flower,  some 
bamboo  skewers  or  something  similar  can  be  inserted  into 
the  pot  to  keep  the  paper  off  the  blooms  and  to  prevent  them 
from  being  damaged.  A  curtain  drawn  across  a  window  at 
night  will  make  quite  a  difference  to  the  temperature  your 
windowsill  plants  experience. 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


*Wild  Things** 

Design  by:  Miriam  K,  Greene 
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GROWING  VARIEGATED 
AFRICAN  VIOLETS 

Sue  Gardner  •  Australia 


Variegated  African  violets,  even  without  flowers  can  be 
quite  spectacular  in  appearance.  The  foliage  can  be  cream, 
pink,  white,  yellow,  and  lavender  as  well  as  all  shades  of 
green.  After  admiring  the  foliage  however,  most  growers  want 
a  beautiful  head  of  flowers  to  complete  the  picture.  There  are 
several  types  of  variegation: 

•  Tommie  Lou  -  creamy  white  edge  to  leaf  or  variegation 
through  leaves. 

Some  examples  are  ‘La  Golondrina’,  ‘Cinnamon  Spice’ 
and  ‘Red  Sleigh’. 

•  Mosaic  -  a  mosaic  pattern  covers  the  whole  leaf. 
Examples  are  ‘Emperor’  and  ‘Lillian  Jarrett’. 

•  Crown  -  a  lighter  greenish  pattern  in  the  center  leaves 
only. 

These  terms  are  not  always  used  in  violet  catalogues 
today.  Usually  the  description  merely  reads  “variegated 
foliage”.  Most  of  the  latest  plants  seem  to  be  Tommie  Lou 
variegation  which  is  good  as  it  is  easier  to  grow. 

Variegated  violets  grow  more  slowly  and  are  more  sensi¬ 
tive  to  poor  conditions  than  all  green  varieties,  so  require  more 
patience.  However,  the  basics  are  still  the  most  important: 

•  Twelve  hours  light  daily  (insufficient  light  affects 
blooming  and  growth) 

•  Sufficient  water 

•  Light  airy  soil  with  correct  pH 

•  Fertilizer 

Temperature 

It  has  been  established  that  temperature  is  the  major  factor 
affecting  variegated  violets.  It  affects  the  amount  of  nitrogen 
available  to  the  plant  and  thus  the  amount  of  variegation.  This 
is  because  the  nitrogen  in  the  soil  is  made  available  to  plants 
by  the  action  of  soil  bacteria.  At  high  temperatures  soil  bacte¬ 
ria  are  very  active,  but  at  low  temperatures  less  active  bacteria 
provide  little  nitrogen  for  the  plant. 

We  can  use  temperature  to  control  the  amount  of  variega¬ 
tion  and  also  the  health  of  our  plants.  A  healthy  plant  needs 
enough  green  (chlorophyll)  in  the  leaves  to  grow  and  flower.  If 
it  is  too  cold,  the  amount  of  green  is  reduced  and  the  plant 
cannot  grow  -  it  may  even  lose  all  green  color  and  eventually 
die.  The  opposite  is  also  true  -  very  high  temperatures  will 
cause  the  plant  to  lose  its  variegation  and  become  all  green. 


The  temperature  favored  by  most  successful  growers 
seems  to  be  65°  -  75°F.  I  find  this  can  vary  a  little  before  real 
problems  occur. 

Fertilizer 

Some  people  say  to  feed  variegated  plants  a  very  low 
nitrogen  fertilizer  such  as  NPK  5:55:7.  I  tried  this  and  my 
plants  became  too  variegated  resulting  in  smaller  leaves  and  an 
unhealthy,  weak  appearance.  The  only  time  it  would  be  a  good 
idea  would  be  during  a  very  hot  summer  period  when  the 
plants  tended  to  become  all  green.  Placing  them  in  a  cooler 
position  would  be  the  best  option.  Use  a  fertilizer  which  is  well 
balanced.  If  your  plant  becomes  too  variegated,  give  it  a  foliar 
spray  with  fish  emulsion  (2  drops  per  liter) . 

Propagating  Leaves 

When  propagating  leaves  of  variegated  plants  care  must 
be  taken  to  select  leaves  with  maximum  green  color.  Keep 
leaves  warm  and  when  plantlets  appear  check  to  see  that  they 
are  not  all  white.  If  they  show  too  much  variegation  they  will 
struggle  to  survive.  To  make  them  healthy  enough  to  survive 
on  their  own,  feeding  with  a  fairly  high  nitrogen  fertilizer  will 
help.  (i.e.  a  weak  solution  of  fish  emulsion).  Grow  your  baby 
plants  as  green  as  possible  until  they  are  a  reasonable  size 
then  use  a  more  balanced  fertilizer  to  produce  variegation. 
Remember  however  that  the  growth  will  be  slowed  as 
variegation  increases.  Don’t  keep  your  plant  all  green  as  green 
leaves  do  not  become  variegated. 

Selecting  Plants 

Select  variegated  varieties  which  grow  well  in  the  area  in 
which  you  live.  Plants  which  thrive  in  one  part  of  the  country 
grow  differently  in  another.  Ask  other  growers  to  recommend 
suitable  varieties  or  experiment  yourself. 

Flowering 

'Variegated  plants  flower  well  and  can  be  grown  as  beauti¬ 
ful  show  plants.  Disbud  in  the  usual  way  to  produce  good 
foliage.  Allow  nine  weeks  for  heavily  variegated  plants  to 
flower  and  eight  weeks  for  those  with  light  variegation. 
Remember,  healthy  plants  flower  best. 
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Floyd  Lawson 

1100  W.  Huntington  Dr.,  #21,  Arcadia,  CA  91007 
floydll@earthlink.  net 


Welcome  to  the  first  Best  Variety  List  of  the  new  century. 
Here  are  the  25  favorites  of  growers  around  the  world,  send¬ 
ing  in  their  lists  of  the  25  African  violets  which  are  their 
favorites.  This  is  truly  a  worldwide  effort.  Thank  you  to  all 
who  participated  and  thank  you  to  each  who  encouraged  me 
along  the  way.  I  cannot  personally  answer  each  note,  but  the 
comments  are  deeply  appreciated. 

Again  this  year  we  are  using  the  descriptions  from 
AVSAs  First  Class  data  base.  A  short  list  of  “runners  up” 
without  descriptions  is  also  included. 

1.  Irish  Flirt  (7577)  11/07/91  (S.  Sorano)  Double  bright 
green  and  white  frilled  star.  Medium  green,  wavy. 
Semiminiature 

2.  Ness’  Crinkle  Blue  (8136)  01/19/95  (D.  Ness)  Double 
dark  blue  star/thin  white  edge.  Dark  green,  quilted,  serrat¬ 
ed/red  back.  Semiminiature 

3.  Ode  to  Beauty  (7677)  02/28/92  (G.  Cox/B.  Johnson) 
Semidouble  medium  coral  star/thin  raspberry  band,  white 
edge.  Dark  green,  plain,  quilted.  Large 

4.  Precious  Pink  (6025)  07/05/85  (H.  Pittman)  Semidouble 
pink.  Variegated,  plain.  Semiminiature 

5.  Milky  Way  Trail  (7169)  08/01/89  (].  Stahl)  Single-semi- 
double  white  pansy.  Medium  green,  heart-shaped,  quilted. 
Semiminiature  trailer 

6.  Pixie  Blue  (2598)  09/16/74  (L.  Lyon)  Single  purple- 
blue/darker  center.  Plain,  ovate.  Miniature  trailer 

7.  Tiger  (3433)  06/01/78  (1.  Fredette)  Semidouble  dark 
blue-violet.  Variegated.  Large 

8.  The  King  (2698)  05/28/75  (M.  Maas)  Double  dark  blue- 
purple.  Plain.  Standard 

9.  Optimara  Rose  Quartz  (6969)  11/19/88  (Holtkamp) 
Single-semidouble  pink.  Medium  green,  ovate,  pointed, 
glossy,  hairy.  Miniature 

10.  Happy  Cricket  (5726)  04/29/84  (Hollada)  Double  laven¬ 
der  two-tone  frilled.  Dark  green,  ruffled/red  back.  Large 

11.  Granger’s  Wonderland  (3419)  05/01/78  (Eyerdom) 
Semidouble  light  blue  frilled.  Plain,  ruffled.  Large 

12.  Tomahawk  (7269)  01/22/90  (K.  Stork)  Semidouble-dou¬ 
ble  bright  red.  Dark  green,  plain.  Large 

13.  Rob’s  Sticky  Wicket  (6467)  01/27/87  (R.  Robinson) 
Semidouble  light  fuchsia.  Medium  green,  pointed. 
Semiminiature  trailer 
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14.  Little  Pro  (6637)  06/11/87  (H.  Pittman)  Semidouble 
pink.  Dark  green,  quilted,  pointed/red  back.  Semiminiature 

15.  Windy  Day  (7719)  06/15/92  (Stork/Boone)  Semidouble 
medium  blue  star/white-green  ruffled  edge.  Dark  green, 
pointed,  ruffled/red  back.  Large 

16.  Snuggles  (5018)  08/27/82  (L.  Lyon)  Semidouble  pink. 
Variegated.  Semiminiature 

17.  Nortex’s  Snowkist  Haven  (6046)  09/12/85  (B. 
Johnson)  Single  white  frilled  star.  Medium  green,  pointed, 
quilted,  hairy.  Standard 

18.  Ness’  Satin  Rose  (8144)  01/19/95  (D.  Ness)  Double 
rose-mauve  two-tone  star.  Dark  green,  quilted,  scal¬ 
loped/red  back.  Semiminiature 

19.  Falling  Snow  (Tracey)  Semidouble  white.  Light  green. 
Semiminiature  trailer 

20.  Cherokee  Trail  (5234)  04/09/83  (L.  Ray)  Double 
pink/white  edge.  Variegated  white  and  green,  pointed. 
Standard  trailer 

21.  Sassy  Sister  (8553)  11/09/96  (S.  Sorano)  Double  dark 
pink  pansy/green  ruffled  edge.  Medium  green,  plain, 
wavy.  Semiminiature 

22.  Rob’s  Fuddy  Duddy  (7886)  06/02/93  (R.  Robinson) 
Semidouble  dark  mauve-purple  sticktite  pansy.  Dark 
green,  quilted.  Semiminiature 

23.  Powwow  (7708)  06/15/92  (K.  Stork)  Semidouble  red 
pansy.  Variegated  green  and  cream,  plain.  Standard 

24.  Mickey  Mouse  (H.  Inpijn)  Double  dark  blue.  Dark  green, 
pointed/red  back.  Miniature 

25.  Arapahoe  (7706)  06/15/92  (K.  Stork)  Semidouble  red 
large  star.  Light-medium  green,  plain,  pointed.  Large 


Runners  Up:  Rodeo 
Cowboy,  Rob’s 
Boolaroo,  Picasso, 
International,  Apache 
Victory,  Apache 
Rainmaker,  Apache 
Feathers,  Tommie  Lou, 
Harbor  Blue,  Marching 
Band,  Dumplin’ 
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CHICAGO  OFFERS  AN  ABUNDANCE  OF  RICHES 


Plan  ahead  -  always  good  advice  when  anticipating  a  trip. 
Soon  you  will  be  reading  about  the  outstanding  tours  that  are 
offered  as  part  of  the  2001  AVSA  Convention  in  Arlington 
Heights,  Illinois,  a  suburb  of  Chicago.  Because  it  is  impossible 
to  cover  all  the  wonderful  sights,  sounds  and  experiences  that 
the  city  and  surrounding  areas  have  to  offer,  you  may  want  to 
consider  coming  early  or  staying  beyond  June  3  to  indulge 
yourself. 

On  the  lake  front  is  a  cluster  of  magnificent  museums:  The 
Field  Museum  of  Natural  History,  The  Shedd  Aquarium  and 
The  Adler  Planetarium.  The  first  of  these  is  home  to  the  world 
famous  “new”  dinosaur  named  Sue  which  is  displayed  in  an 
intriguing  exhibit.  At  the  aquarium  you  can  attend  an  engag¬ 
ing  dolphin  and  whale  show  and  the  planetarium  offers  a  wide 
variety  of  “I-Max”  opportunities. 

Further  south  is  a  one-of-a-kind  collection,  The  Museum  of 
Science  and  Industry,  where  one  could  spend  days  marveling 


at  human  ingenuity.  If  art  is  your  interest,  there  is  the  Art 
Institute,  famous  for  its  collection  of  impressionistic  paintings; 
the  Terra  Museum  of  American  Art;  the  Museum  of 
Contemporary  Art;  and  the  DuSable  Museum  of  Afro-American 
Art. 

For  pure  fun  you  can  attend  a  baseball  game.  See  the  Cubs 
at  Wrigley  Field  or  the  White  Sox  at  Comiskey  Park.  Shop  till 
you  drop  on  the  “Magnificent  Mile”  (north  Michigan  Avenue) 
or  in  the  Loop,  or  spend  an  afternoon  at  Navy  Pier  or  visit  one 
of  the  zoos  -  Brookfield  (west  of  the  city)  or  Lincoln  Park 
(nearer  downtown.) 

Today,  while  tending  your  violets,  dream  a  bit.  Dream  not 
only  about  the  ribbons  you  will  be  taking  home  from  the  2001 
Convention,  the  new  plants  you  acquire,  and  the  good  friends 
you’ve  spent  time  with,  but  also  the  storehouse  of  memories 
you  will  have  from  visiting  a  world  class  city.  Chicago  is  wait¬ 
ing  for  you! 


AFFILIATE  UPDATE 

Bev  Promersberger  -  Affiliate  Committee 
P.O.  Box  646  •  Clintwood,  VA  24228  •  clubs@avsa.org 


Congratulations  and  welcome  A  new  club  is  forming  in 

to  the  following  new  affiliates:  Tucson,  Arizona 

Rainbow  Wanganui  African  Violet  Tucson  African  Violet  Society  -  Northwest 

Violeteers  and  Gesneriad  Club  Cindy  Baker 

President  -  Dorothy  Pekel  President  -  Iris  Burgess  9796  N.  Golden  Sun  Drive 

1860  S.  IWin  Willow  Drive  28  Parkdale  Drive  Oro  Valley,  AZ  85737 

New  Berlin,  WI  53146-1257  Wanganui,  NZ 


If  you  didn’t  find  a  club  in  your  area  listed  in  the  September  issue  of  the  AVM,  please  contact  me  to  see  if  someone 
else  in  your  area  is  interested  in  starting  a  local  club.  Or,  maybe  you  would  like  to  start  one  yourself.  We  have  a  starter 
packet  and  advice  that  stays  with  you  until  you  are  established.  You  can  request  this  packet  or  any  other  information 
by  writing  or  e-mailing  me  at  the  addresses  listed  above. 


Membership  Application 

Application  for  Membership  Recommended  by _  Mem.  # _  Date 

The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc. 

2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702 


Membership  runs  one  year  from  date  paid  and  includes  6  issues  of  the  AFRICAN  VIOLET  Magazine.  □  New  Member 


□  Individual  Membership  USA  ($20.00) 

□  Associate  Member  USA  ($10.00-no  magazine,  must  reside  at  same  address 
as  a  person  having  any  other  class  of  membership) 

□  International  Membership  ($22.50) 

□  International  Associate  ($1 1.50-no  magazine,  must  reside  at  same  address 
as  a  person  having  any  other  class  of  membership) 

□  Commercial  USA  ($32.00) 

□  Commercial  International  ($33.75) 

□  Affiliated  Chapter  USA  ($22.00) 

□  Affiliated  Chapter  International  ($24.50) 

□  Affiliated  State.  Regional  and  Council  ($22.00) 

□  Life  Member  ($275.00) 

□  Library  ($20.00) 

□  International  Life  ($325.00) 


(Please  type  or  print)  Q  Renewal  Mem.  # - 

Name _ 

Address _ 

City _ 

State _  Zip _  Country _ 

Make  checks  payable  to  AVSA,  Inc.  INTERNATIONAL  APPLICANTS: 
please  remit  in  US  $  with  a  draft  or  check  on  a  USA  bank. 

International  postal  money  orders  accepted.  Dues  are  not  refundable. 

VISA  /  MC  accepted  Card# _ 

Exp.  Date _  Signature _ 
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By 


If  you  believe  in  planting  by  the  moon,  then  to  have  suc¬ 
cess  with  African  violets  choose  dates  while  the  moon  is 
moving  from  the  “new”  to  the  “full”,  or  on  the  increase,  say 
the  experts.  This  allows  two  weeks  for  planting,  but  some 
days  will  give  better  results  than  others. 

Here  are  some  more  suggestions  from  those  who  claim 
success  with  this  method: 

Planting  is  done  under  the  six  fruitful  signs,  which  are,  in 
the  order  of  their  importance  -  Cancer,  Scorpio,  Pisces, 
Capricorn,  Libra  and  Thurus. 

The  other  six  signs  are  barren  and  are  never  used,  with 
the  exception  of  Leo,  which  is  the  ideal  sign  for  removing 
suckers.  It  is  believed  if  they  are  removed  during  Leo  they 
will  not  return. 

Planting  by  the  moon  involves  more  than  just  planting 
by  the  moon’s  phases.  You  can  plant  during  particular  quar¬ 
ters  for  different  effects  and  according  to  Moon  Signs,  as  well 
as  phases  and  get  exactly  the  kind  of  growth  you  desire. 

Here  are  some  of  the  rules  advocated  by  those  who  fol¬ 
low  the  moon  signs: 


•  To  set  leaves,  use  signs  of  Cancer  and  Pisces  in  the  2nd 
quarter.  Setting  leaves  in  Cancer  results  in  quick,  heavy 
root  systems. 

•  To  set  suckers,  or  to  cut  off  a  plant  for  rerooting,  use  the 
signs  of  Scorpio  or  Taurus,  during  any  of  the  four  quar¬ 
ters. 

•  To  plant  seeds  or  remove  babies  from  Mother  Leaf  use  the 
sign  of  Libra.  Also,  if  you  are  changing  a  plant  from  the 
rooting  mix  to  the  potting  mix  for  the  first  time,  use 
Libra.  Transplanting  in  Libra  represents  beauty  in  form 
and  color,  and  is  best  for  flowers. 

•  The  sign  of  Capricorn  is  seldom  used. 

•  For  blossoms,  plant  when  the  moon  is  increasing,  partic¬ 
ularly  in  the  first  quarter. 

•  Plant  in  Libra  for  beauty,  Scorpio  and  Pisces  for  abun¬ 
dance  and  Thurus  for  hardiness. 

Not  all  African  violet  growers  believe  in  planting  by  the 

Moon,  but  some  swear  by  the  success  of  following  these 

guidelines. 


when  Those  New  Leaves  Arrive 


by  Cheryl  Salatino 


For  leaves  that  have  lost  some  strength,  try  soaking  them 
in  warm  water.  First,  cut  the  end  of  the  petiole  (stem)  on  an 
angle,  just  as  you  would  prepare  for  propagation.  Place  the 
entire  leaf  in  warm  water.  When  the  water  cools  to  room 
temperature,  remove  the  leaf  Place  it  on  a  paper  towel  and 
carefully  pat  dry.  The  strength  or  rigidity  should  have  returned 
to  the  leaf  If  so,  it  is  ready  to  be  used  for  propagation. 

There  are  several  choices  that  you  have  for  propagating 
from  a  leaf  The  one  that  works  best  for  me  is  very  easy  to  do. 
Whenever  you  decide  to  propagate  from  a  leaf  choose  a  strong, 
undamaged  specimen.  Avoid  mature,  wilted  or  discolored 
leaves. 

Choose  a  small  pot  or  Solo  cup  that  has  good  drainage.  Fill 
the  pot  with  a  light  potting  mix  (which  includes  plenty  of 
vermiculite  and  perlite) .  Make  sure  the  petiole  has  a  fresh  cut 
on  an  angle  approximately  an  inch  below  the  leaf  Place  the 
petiole  in  the  potting  mix  also  on  a  slight  angle.  Place  the  pot 


into  a  resealable  plastic  bag  for  moisture  retention  and  find  a 
warm,  well  lit  location. 

I  don’t  have  space  on  my  light  stands,  so  I  use  a  bright 
window.  While  it  does  take  longer  in  a  window  than  under 
grow  lights,  you  will  get  baby  plantlets.  Ideal  conditions  yield 
the  first  signs  of  plantlets  in  6  to  8  weeks.  But  I’ve  had  leaves 
that  have  taken  up  to  6  months  to  produce.  If  you  decide  to  use 
a  plastic  bag,  make  sure  that  the  plant  does  not  get  too  wet. 
The  leaf  may  rot  if  it  becomes  saturated.  Exposure  to  fresh  air 
at  least  once  per  week  for  several  hours  will  help  (more  often 
if  growing  under  lights) .  As  far  as  watering  is  concerned,  keep 
the  soil  mbcture  consistently  moist,  but  not  wet.  When  you 
water,  use  a  balanced  fertilizer  (e.g.  20-20-20)  to  encourage 
foliage  and  root  development. 

From  ‘Ye  Bay  Stater’,  publication  of  the  Bay  State  AVS 
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M.QQn  in  0ries 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  Used  for  destroying 
noxious  growths,  weeds,  pests,  etc.,  and  for  cultivating. 

Moon  in 

Productive  and  moist,  earthy  and  feminine.  Used  for  plant¬ 
ing  many  crops,  particularly  potatoes  and  root  crops,  and  when 
hardiness  is  important.  Also  used  for  lettuce,  cabbage,  and  sim¬ 
ilar  leafy  vegetables. 

Moori  (•«  Q^mini 

Barren  and  dry,  airy  and  masculine.  Used  for  destroying 
noxious  growths,  weeds  and  pests,  and  for  cultivation. 

Mston  in  Cencep 

Very  fruitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine.  This  is  the 
most  productive  sign,  used  extensively  for  planting  and 
irrigation. 

Moon  in  Xi^o 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  This  is  the  most 
barren  sign,  used  only  for  killing  weeds  and  for  cultivation. 

Moon  in  T(V90 

Barren  and  moist,  earthy  and  feminine.  Good  for  cultiva¬ 
tion  and  destroying  weeds  and  pests. 


November  Moon  T^ble 

Date 

Sign 

Element 

Nature 

Phase 

I  Wed. 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruit 

1st 

2  Thu. 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruit 

1st 

3  Fri.  1:41  am 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

1st 

4  Sat. 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

2nd  2:27  am 

5  Sun.  2:13  pm 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd 

6  Mon. 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd 

7Tue. 

Pisces 

Water 

Frtiitful 

2nd 

8  Wed.  12:02  am 

Aries 

Fire 

Batten 

2nd 

9  Thu. 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

10  Fri.  6:12  am 

Thurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruit 

2nd 

1 1  Sat. 

Thurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruit 

Full  4:15  pm 

12  Sun.  9:27  am 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

3rd 

13  Mon. 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

3rd 

HTlie.  11:21  am 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

3rd 

15  Wed. 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

3rd 

16  Thu.  1:19  pm 

Leo 

Fire 

Batren 

3rd 

17  Fri. 

Leo 

Fire 

Batten 

3rd 

18  Sat.  4:15  pm 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

4th  10:24  am 

19  Sun. 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

4th 

20  Mon.  8:35  pm 

Libra 

Ait 

Semi-fhiit 

4th 

211^0. 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruit 

4th 

22  Wed. 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruit 

4th 

23  Thu.  2:33  am 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th 

24  Fri. 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th 

25  Sat.  10:33  am 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

New  6:11  pm 

26  Sun. 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

27  Mon.  8:57  pm 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruit 

1st 

281116. 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruit 

1st 

29  Wed. 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruit 

1st 

30  Thu.  9:26  am 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

1st 

Sighs 

Moon  in  x^ihra 

Semi-fmitM  and  moist,  airy  and  masculine.  Used  for 
planting  many  crops  and  producing  good  pulp  growth  and 
roots.  A  very  good  sign  for  flowers  and  vines.  Also  used  for 
seeding  hay,  com  fodder,  etc. 

Moon  In  Sco^'^lo 

Very  fruitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine.  Nearly  as 
productive  as  Cancer;  used  for  the  same  purposes.  Especially 
good  for  vine  growth  and  sturdiness. 

Moon  In  Sagiifarias 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  Used  for  planting 
onions,  seeding  hay,  and  for  cultivation. 

Moon  In  Co^lcorn 

Productive  and  dry,  earthy  and  feminine.  Used  for  plant¬ 
ing  potatoes,  tubers,  etc. 

Moon  In 

Barren  and  dry,  airy  and  masculine.  Used  for  cultivation 
and  destroying  noxious  growths,  weeds,  and  pests. 

Moon  in  Pisces 

Very  fmitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine.  Used  along 
with  Cancer  and  Scorpio,  especially  good  for  root  growth. 


December  Moon  T^ble 


Date 

Sign 

Element 

Nature 

Phase 

1  Fri. 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

1st 

2  Sat.  10:23  pm 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

1st 

3  Sun. 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd  10:55  pm 

4  Mon. 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd 

5Tue.  9:17  am 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

6  Wed. 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

7  Thu.  4:26  pm 

Thurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruit 

2nd 

8  Fri. 

Thurus 

Earth 

Semi-ftuit 

2nd 

9  Sat.  7:50  pm 

Gemini 

Air 

Batren 

2nd 

10  Sun. 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

2nd 

1 1  Mon.  8:48  pm 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

Full  4:03  am 

121^0. 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

3td 

13  Wed.  9:09  pm 

Leo 

Fire 

Batren 

3td 

14  Thu. 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

15  Fri.  10:30  pm 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

3rd 

16  Sat. 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

3rd 

17  Sun. 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

4th  7:41  pm 

18  Mon.  2:01  am 

Libra 

Ait 

Semi-fruit 

4th 

19  The. 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruit 

4th 

20  Wed.  8:12  am 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th 

21  Thu. 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th 

22  Fri.  4:57  pm 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Batren 

4th 

23  Sat. 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

4th 

24  Sun. 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

4th 

25  Mon.  3:54  am 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruit 

New  12:22  pm 

26  The. 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruit 

1st 

27  Wed.  4:25  pm 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

1st 

28  Thu. 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

1st 

29  Fri. 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

1st 

30  Sat.  5:27  am 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

1st 

31  Sun. 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

1st 

Reprinted  with  permission  from  Llewellyn ’s  2000  Moon  Sign  Book. 
published  by  Llewellyn  Publications,  (pages  40,  42),  ISBN  1-56718-953-9 
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Propagation  by  Bloomstalk 

by  Mary  Walbrick 


Have  you  ever  used  a  bloom  stalk  for  propagation?  If 
you  have  not,  give  it  a  try  the  next  time  you  are  putting 
down  leaves.  It  is  easy  to  do,  and  requires  no  special 
equipment. 

This  method  is  excellent  with  many  hobbyists  reporting 
great  success  with  reproducing  chimeras  and  fantasies.  Some 
of  the  benefits  for  using  bloom  stalks  are:  you  don’t  ruin  the 
symmetry  of  your  plant  when  you  take  a  leaf  for  propaga¬ 
tion,  you  need  less  room  for  propagation,  and  you  are  using 
plant  material  that  is  usually  discarded. 

When  you  are  ready  to  begin  this  project,  first  gather  the 
materials  you  normally  use  for  propagation  with  a  leaf.  To 
save  space  in  the  propagation  box,  you  can  plant  four  or 
more  stalks  to  a  container. 

When  searching  for  bloom  stalks,  keep  the  following 
things  in  mind;  choosing  varieties  that  have  large  bracts  and 
are  heavily  marked  with  the  desired  traits  and  coloration.  The 
stalk  should  be  fresh  and  mature.  A  mature  bloom  best 
exhibits  its  characteristics.  Variegated  plants  with  very  light 
bracts  will  not  root  and  miniatures  have  such  small  bracts 
they  are  not  recommended  for  this  technique.  Occasionally 
the  plantlets  will  not  bloom  true. 

Be  sure  you  use  a  sharp  razor  blade  or  knife  to  make  a 
diagonal  cut  about  one  inch  below  the  bract.  Carefully, 
remove  all  buds  and  blooms  as  close  to  the  bracts  as  possi¬ 


ble.  I  allow  my  cuts  to  dry  for  10  -15  minutes.  A  small 
amount  of  rooting  hormone  can  be  used. 

*  Line 


J - Slant  Cut 

You  are  now  ready  to  plant  the  stalk.  Lightly  moisten  the 
soil  with  fertilizer  water,  then  place  the  stalk  into  the  soil.  Cover 
the  container  with  a  plastic  bag  or  clear  cover  to  maintain  a 
slightly  moist  atmosphere. 

You  are  now  ready  to  put  the  prepared  bloom  stalks  on  the 
shelf  and  wait  for  results.  They  should  be  placed  about  10-12 
inches  under  your  fluorescent  lights  for  eight  to  ten  hours  per 
day.  The  development  time  of  the  new  growth  will  vary.  It  can 
range  from  4-12  weeks  before  you  see  tiny  leaves  start  to  form 
in  the  middle  of  the  bract. 

When  the  plantlets  are  about  1-1/2"  to  2"  across,  harden 
off  and  plant  in  your  regular  soil. 

Now  that  my  prop  box  is  full  of  bloom  stems,  I  wonder  if 
this  method  will  work  on  some  of  the  other  gesneriads? 


From  the  Lone  Star  ACV  Council  Newsletter 


How  to  Propagate  Trailers 

by  Sue  Gardner 


Trailers  can  be  propagated  in  two  ways  -  by  a  crown  cut¬ 
ting  and  by  a  leaf  cutting. 

When  a  trailer  is  groomed  and  repotted  you  may  cut  the 
end  of  a  trailing  stem  off  and  create  a  crown  cutting.  To  pre¬ 
pare  the  cutting  for  planting,  remove  all  but  the  last  4  or  5 
leaves,  clean  the  stem  and  cut  it  so  that  it  is  about  2cm  long. 

To  prepare  the  crown  cutting,  fill  a  small  pot  with  potting 
mix,  place  the  cutting  in  the  pot  so  that  the  lower  leaves  are 
just  slightly  above  the  level  of  the  mix. 


cutting 

To  prepare  a  leaf  cutting,  cut  the  petiole  on  an  angle  so 
that  the  remaining  petiole  is  2cm  long.  Place  it  in  the  pot  so 
that  the  leaf  blade  is  slightly  above  the  level  of  the  mix. 


Leaf  cutting 


When  using  either  method,  water  the  pot  the  cuttings  are 
planted  in  and  drain  well,  overnight  if  necessary.  Put  the  pot 
in  a  plastic  bag  and  place  in  a  warm,  light  place.  In  several 
weeks  you  will  have  new  trailers! 


From  the  Newsletter  of  the  Early  Mom  AV  Group,  Australia 
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How  to  Pack  a  Leaf 


Whether  you  want  to  take  leaves  of  your  African  violets 
to  your  club  Christmas  party  leaf  swap,  to  your  meeting, 
show  or  promotion  to  sell,  or  just  to  give  to  a  friend,  there  is 
a  best  way  to  go  about  it. 

•  Choose  a  good  healthy  leaf.  Unless  the  plant  from  which 
you  are  taking  it  is  young  and  vigorous,  or  has  recently 
had  all  old  outside  leaves  removed,  do  not  use  an  out¬ 
side  leaf.  They  have  little  vigor  left  and  when  used  for 
propagation  they  may  root  but  just  sit  and  not  produce 
plantlets.  Naturally  any  leaves  you  give  or  sell  must  be  of 
the  highest  quality.  Never  choose  a  leaf  that  has  brown 
patches  or  edges  or  that  has,  or  has  recently  had  mildew. 
Curled  up,  spooned  leaves  (unless  that  is  the  natural 
character  of  the  plant)  should  usually  be  avoided  because 
they  are  normally  old  and  lacking  in  vigor. 

•  Make  sure  the  leaf  is  turgid  with  water.  Do  this  by  only 
taking  from  a  plant  that  has  not  been  short  of  water,  and 
perhaps  by  standing  in  water  for  some  hours  where  pos¬ 
sible.  Such  leaves  survive  much  longer  and  will  usually 
root  more  quickly. 

•  It  is  a  good  idea  to  brush  the  leaf  at  this  stage  to  remove 
dust  and  adhering  particles  of  potting  mix. 

•  Cut  the  end  off  the  petiole  so  that  it  is  easier  to  pack.  It  is 


not  necessary  to  cut  to  the  length  for  planting  since  the 
recipient  may  like  to  recut  the  end. 

•  Opinions  seem  to  be  divided  about  whether  leaves  should 
be  packed  with  moist  cotton  on  the  cut  ends.  Some  feel 
that  without  this  step  the  leaf  might  dry  out,  others  feel 
that  this  extra  moisture  may  cause  the  leaf  to  rot. 
Perhaps  a  compromise  is  appropriate  -  use  just  a  minimal 
amount  of  cotton  on  the  end  of  the  stem  and  make  it 
lightly  moist. 

•  Plastic  sandwich  bags  are  ideal  for  individual  leaves. 
Before  placing  the  leaf  within,  write  the  name  of  the  vari¬ 
ety  on  the  front  of  the  bag  with  a  marker  pen,  or  write  on 
a  sticky  paper  label  which  you  then  stick  on  the  front  of 
the  bag. 

•  Place  the  leaf  in  the  bag  and  fold  the  top  down. 

A  leaf  packed  this  way  can  last  several  weeks  (although 
this  is  a  long  way  from  ideal).  Usually  it  only  has  to  stay  in 
good  condition  for  a  couple  of  days  at  most.  If  it  becomes  at 
all  limp  it  can  be  revived  by  recutting  the  end  and  then  stand¬ 
ing  in  water  for  a  day  before  planting. 

From  “The  Fyncan  Violet”,  Official  Journal  of  the 
AV Association  oj Australia,  Inc. 


AFRICAN  VIOLETS  AS  THERAPY 

by  Maria  J.  Clark 
Jacksonville,  FL 


In  early  1999,  Heart  of  Jacksonville  African  Violet  Club 
was  invited  to  present  a  program,  featuring  African  violet  care 
and  propagation,  at  a  large  Jacksonville  retirement 
community. 

Six  members  of  the  Club  volunteered  their  time,  the  Club 
itself  donating  all  requisite  supplies  for  repotting  and  culture, 
while  the  violet  plants  were  obtained  from  a  local  distributor 
(their  cost  underwritten  by  the  retirement  center) . 

About  seventy  members  from  the  center  and  neighboring 
area  attended  the  program.  It  opened  with  an  hour-long 
discussion  of  African  violet  history,  development,  care  and 
propagation,  using  both  graphics  and  the  purchased  plants  as 
illustrations. 

Attendees  and  Club  volunteers  were  then  guests  at  an 


excellent  luncheon  buffet,  hosted  by  the  center. 

In  the  afternoon,  plants  were  chosen  by  the  attendee;  and 
Club  members  worked  with  them  to  demonstrate  culling, 
repotting,  wick  watering,  feeding,  etc. 

The  entire  presentation  generated  much  enthusiasm  and 
good  will  and  interest  in  the  violets  themselves  as  attractive, 
easy-to-care  for  house  plants. 

Since  then,  the  Club  has  received  numerous  requests  for 
similar  presentations  at  senior  centers,  nursing  homes,  retire¬ 
ment  residences  and  senior  Health  Fairs. 

The  Club  has  now  participated  in  two  senior  Health  Fairs 
and  another  retirement  community  program,  with  additional 
future  presentations  as  Club  participants,  facilities  and  dates 
can  be  coordinated. 
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TEN  BASIC  PRINCIPLES  IN 
GROWING  SHOW  PLANTS 


Below  I  have  outlined  some  ways  to  help  you  in  developing  your  show  pants.  Do  not  hesitate  to 
enter  your  violets  in  the  show.  Your  participation  is  a  responsibility  to  your  club  as  it  upgrades  the 
show’s  score.  Remember  some  plants  will  win  blue  ribbons,  some  red,  some  white;  all  cannot  be  blue 
ribbon  winners.  The  important  thing  is  to  have  a  pretty,  healthy  plant  you  are  proud  of  that  will  add  a 
touch  of  beauty  to  our  show. 

Good  luck, 
Mary  Stallings 
Ft.  Worth,  TX 


I.  CHOICE  OF  A  SHOW  PLANT 

1 .  Choose  a  good  variety  that  you  like  and  will  enjoy. 

2.  Try  to  choose  a  plant  for  each  section  of  the  show 

schedule. 

3.  Important  qualities  of  a  show  plant: 

(a)  Stay  away  from  unnamed  varieties.  Be  sure 
some  are  registered. 

(b)  Plants  with  tailored  leaves  are  the  easiest  to 
grow  into  a  nice  flat  rosette,  but  mffled  foliage 
can  be  spectacular. 

(c)  Double  blossoms  last  longer. 

(d)  Many  new  varieties  of  single  blossoms  are  no 
longer  free  dropping. 

(e)  Prolific  bloomers  are  desired.  The  number  of 
blossoms  per  peduncle  should  be  nine  or  more 
for  standard  varieties. 

(f)  Be  sure  the  plant  has  a  good  center  and  is 
insect  free. 

(g)  The  petioles  should  be  strong  enough  to  sup¬ 
port  the  leaves. 

(h)  A  mature  plant  should  have  a  good  leaf  pattern 
with  each  layer  of  leaves  overlapping  the  peti¬ 
oles  below  without  spaces  between  the  leaves. 
No  soil  should  be  visible. 

(i)  The  beauty  of  new  frills  and  double  blossoms, 
also  variegated  foliage  are  eye-catching. 

(j)  The  peduncle  should  be  strong  enough  to  hold 
the  blossoms  upright. 

(k)  The  leaves  should  grow  out  straight  from  the 
stem  of  the  plant. 

II.  CARE  OF  THE  YOUNG  PLANT 

1.  Small  plantlets  with  root  ball  of  1-2  inches  are 

adequate  to  plant  in  2  1/4-2  1/2  inch  pots. 

2.  Plant  in  center  of  pot. 
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3.  Be  sure  the  plant  is  level  in  the  pot.  Use  opposite 
leaves  as  a  guide.  This  is  important  to  balance  the 
ranks  in  a  mature  plant. 

4.  Allow  the  plants  to  bloom  to  determine  if  they  are 
tme. 

5.  Plastic  pots  should  have  holes  burned  in  the  sides  to 
insure  air  circulation  to  the  roots. 

6.  If  wicking  is  used,  the  plant  should  be  allowed  to  dry 
out  about  every  1 0  days  to  the  point  water  is  need¬ 
ed.  Water  with  tepid  water,  then  return  to  wicking. 
This  allows  the  roots  to  get  air  and  also  washes 
down  the  accumulated  salts. 

7.  When  the  plant  is  root-bound,  transfer  to  a  “Moist- 
Rite”.  The  plant  will  be  about  12"  -  14"  in  diameter. 

III.  SPACE 

1 .  Crowding  plants  results  in  the  development  of  long, 
weak  and  twisted  petioles. 

2.  Crowded  plants  provide  ideal  conditions  for  the 
developm.ent  of  foliage  diseases. 

3.  Space  is  necessary  to  develop  good  symmetry. 

4.  Plants  should  not  be  allowed  to  touch  each  other. 
This  prevents  leaf  damage. 

5.  Leaves  should  not  be  pinned  down.  The  stems  will 
grow  straight  from  the  stem  if  space  and  light  are 
provided. 

6.  Leaf  supports  help  in  supporting  and  training  the 
leaves. 

IV.  LIGHTING 

1 .  A  strong  light  must  reach  the  crown  of  the  plant  to 
set  buds. 

2.  Wide  Spectrum/Gro-Lux  Fluorescent  lights  should 
burn  12  hours  a  day. 

3.  Lights  should  be  about  12  inches  above  the  shelf 
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4.  Him  the  plants  3-4  times  a  week.  This  helps  to  be  checked  about  every  three  months  as  decompos- 

maintain  a  straight  main  stem.  ing  of  soil  elements  alter  the  acidity. 

5.  Too  much  light  will  cause  bleaching  of  the  leaf  color.  4.  Use  slightly  moist  soil  when  potting. 


V.  HUMIDITY 

1 .  Humidity  of  50-60  percent  is  ideal. 

2.  Promotes  larger  blossoms. 

3.  Growth  rate  is  increased. 

4.  Low  humidity  may  cause  dropping  of  buds. 

5.  The  level  of  humidity  may  be  raised  by  placing 
plants  on  trays  filled  with  moist  pebbles,  moisting 
foliage  frequently  or  adding  a  room  humidifier. 

6.  Too  high  humidity  without  good  air  circulation  may 
produce  rot  or  mold. 

VI,  TEMPERATURE  AND  VENTILATION 

1 .  At  50  degrees  a  plant  will  not  grow. 

2.  60-70  degrees  is  ideal. 

3.  High  temperatures  may  cause  blasting  of  buds, 
streaking  of  blossom  color,  yellowing  of  leaves  and 
speeds  up  the  activities  of  insects. 

4.  Ventilation  provides  circulation  of  air  which  is  impor¬ 
tant  in  preventing  the  development  of  disease  organ¬ 
ism.  The  leaf  surface  continuously  loses  water  vapor 
and  oxygen  and  allows  the  entrance  of  carbon  diox¬ 
ide.  This  is  necessary  in  supplying  food  for  growth. 

5.  Temperature  below  60  degrees  for  a  period  of  time 
may  cause  brittle  foliage  which  curves  down;  also 
deformed  blossoms. 

VIL  WATERING 

1 .  Use  slightly  warm  (tepid)  water  to  prevent  shocking 
the  feeder  roots. 

2.  Use  water  direct  from  the  faucet  unless  it  goes 
through  a  water  softener. 

3.  Moist  is  the  word  to  describe  the  water  content  of 
the  soil. 

4.  Growth  problems  result  from  both  over  watering 
and  under  watering. 

5.  Apply  only  tepid  water  to  a  plant  that  is  dry;  allow 
24  hours  for  the  plant  to  recover. 

6.  Learn  the  analysis  of  your  water  supply. 

VIII.  SOIL 

1 .  Use  a  loose,  porous  soil  with  good  drainage.  Most 
commercially  prepared  soils  are  excellent. 

2.  Be  sure  the  soil  is  free  from  harmful  diseases,  insect 
eggs  and  weed  seed.  This  may  be  accomplished  by 
pasteurizing  the  soil  (bake  30  minutes  at  180 
degrees)  or  by  use  of  chemicals. 

3.  The  PH  of  the  soil  should  be  6.5-7.  This  is  important 
as  it  controls  the  availability  of  food  to  the  plant. 
Water,  fertilizers  and  chemicals  have  a  marked 
affect  on  PH  when  added  to  the  soil.  The  PH  should 


IX.  FERTILIZERS 

1 .  The  soil  and  the  fertilizer  should  be  compatible  to  be 
sure  the  plant  receives  proper  nutrients. 

2.  Apply  fertilizer  only  when  the  soil  is  damp. 

3.  Set  up  a  regular  program  of  feeding  and  do  not 
increase  the  fertilizer  before  show  time.  This  will 
result  in  tight,  burned  centers  or  an  interruptive 
growth  pattern. 

4.  One  tablespoonful  of  super-phosphate  added  to  the 
watering  jug  about  four  months  before  the  show  will 
help  increase  the  development  of  roots  and 
blossoms.  It  will  change  the  PH  of  the  soil  as  super¬ 
phosphate  has  a  PH  of  2.  It  will  also  increase  the 
growth  of  algae  in  a  “Moist-Rite.” 

X.  CAUTION  AND  CLEANLINESS 

1.  Isolate  and  spray  all  new  plants  before  adding  to 
your  collection.  (I  remove  all  buds  and  blossoms.) 

2.  Use  1/4  teaspoon  Orthene  to  one  quart  of  water; 
spray  under  the  leaves  and  pour  the  solution  on  soil 
until  it  is  saturated. 

3.  Keep  the  plants  free  of  dust  and  soil.  They  interfere 
with  plant  growth  and  aid  in  the  spread  of  disease. 
Wet  soil  particles  may  cause  marred  foliage. 

4.  Wash  the  leaves  under  slightly  warm,  running 
water.  Remove  excess  water  with  a  sponge.  Use 
mild  soap  solution  to  remove  spray  marks. 

5.  Observe  your  plants  often.  Look  for  insects  or  their 
signs;  change  in  the  blossoms;  changes  in  leaf  size, 
shape  or  color,  and  suckers. 

6.  Yellow  leaves  are  usually  the  result  of  cultural 
problems  or  pests.  Check  PH  of  soil  and  root  system. 

7.  Remove  all  spent  blossoms  and  stems,  aging  leaves 
and  suckers. 

8.  Add  3-4  drops  of  mild  detergent  in  the  misting  water 
to  help  deter  some  insects. 

9.  Be  careful  in  changing  your  cultural  methods.  Have  a 
clear  understanding  of  how  and  why  it  may  improve 
your  plants.  Experiment  on  one  or  two  plants. 

10.  Give  your  plants  the  essentials  they  need  to  be 
strong  healthy  plants  that  will  be  able  to  resist  dis¬ 
ease  and  pest  invasion. 

1 1 .  Beware  of  cut  flowers  brought  in  from  the  garden. 

12.  Fungus  gnats  are  vehicles  which  will  spread  insects 
and  disease  among  your  plants.  Saturation  of  the 
soil  with  Orthene  will  eliminate  them. 

13.  Beware  of  the  advice  you  receive  on  growing 
violets.  Be  sure  the  individual  has  demonstrated  the 
horticultural  knowledge  and  perfection  you  are 
seeking. 
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GROOMING  AND  JUDGING  TRAILERS 

by  Velma  Lewis 


A  beautifully  groomed,  healthy,  bloomed-covered  trailer 
can  be  just  as  exciting  as  any  “Best  of  Show”  single  crown 
African  violet.  Some  growers  think  that  trailers  are  too  much 
trouble,  too  messy,  and  do  not  produce  enough  blooms. 
Trailers  do  require  work  -  they  must  be  groomed,  but  not 
enough  blooms?  Oh  yes,  they  have  plenty  of  blooms! 

There  are  a  few  basic  guidelines,  when  followed, 
that  yield  a  bountiful  display  of  blossoms. 

Trailers  have  the  same  growing 
requirements  as  other  violets: 
adequate  light,  food,  humidity  and 
grooming. 

In  order  to  produce  blooms,  trailers 
must  be  potbound.  Since  there  are  no 
restrictions  on  the  size  of  pots  that 
trailers  are  shown  in,  I  thought  I 
could  put  a  young  plant  in  a  large 
pot  and  it  would  keep  growing 
and  fill  the  pot.  Not  so.  It  just  sat 
there  looking  pitiful,  so  I  now 
plant  my  trailers  in  pots  propor¬ 
tional  to  their  size.  After  a  time,  a 
trailer  must  be  potted  up  but  not  until  it 
fills  the  pot  completely,  and  some  crowns  hang  over  the  rim. 
I  have  seen  miniature  trailers  in  large  pots  and  they  are  beau¬ 
tiful,  but  I  am  unsuccessful  in  getting  them  to  fill  the  pot  while 
continuing  to  bloom,  so  I  have  settled  on  a  size  limit  of  five 
inch  tub  pots.  That  size  is  better  for  my  growing  situation, 
since  I  use  wick  watering.  I  lack  the  memory  and  the  self 
discipline  necessary  to  water  them  from  the  top.  I  either  drown 
the  poor  things  or  forget  them  completely. 

Another  requirement  of  trailers  is  that  all  crowns  must  be 
actively  growing  in  order  to  bloom,  but  is  that  not  true  for 
regular  violets?  I  suggest  that  it  is.  As  trailers  grow,  the  tips  of 
the  crowns  must  be  pinched  out  to  encourage  branching.  On 
young  plants  pinch  out  only  the  center,  taking  as  few  leaves 
as  possible.  On  larger  plants,  you  can  cut  off  enough  of  the 
crown  to  start  a  new  plant.  Be  careful  to  take  the  same  size 
cutting  from  each  crown  so  that  the  original  plant  will  grow 
uniformly. 

Recently,  I  took  twelve  cuttings  from  a  semiminiature 
(‘Boxwood  Trail’)  and  planted  them  all  in  a  clear  covered 
plastic  food  container  from  the  deli.  In  four  to  six  weeks,  I  will 
set  each  little  plant  in  a  very  small  pot.  What  will  I  do  with  so 
many  of  the  same  variety?  My!  My!  The  number  of  potential 
recipients  is  endless,  especially  if  I  wait  until  they  start 
blooming. 

Grooming  trailers  can  be  a  chore  or  it  can  be  a  pleasant 
activity.  I  choose  to  take  the  pleasure  route,  viewing  it  with 


the  same  zeal  as  cleaning  out  a  closet  or  balancing  my  check¬ 
book.  There  are  three  necessary  grooming  tools:  tweezers, 
scissors,  and  thumbnails.  Trailers  tend  to  get  bad  leaves  all 
over  the  plant  and  it  is  necessary  to  reach  down  into  the  plant 
with  scissors  or  thumbnails  and  pluck  them  out.  Older  leaves 
go  limp,  hang  over  the  edge  of  the  pot,  and  must  be  either  cut 
out  near  the  base  of  the  plant  or  pulled  out  with  a  quick  jerk. 

Tweezers  are  used  to  remove  those  spent  blossoms  or 
bloom  stems  which  fingers  will  not  reach.  I 
thoroughly  appreciate  the  fact  that 
removing  many  leaves  or  just  a  few  will 
not  hurt  the  looks  or  symmetry  of  a 
trailer. 

Taking  trailers  to  show  is 
easier  than  taking  regular  vio¬ 
lets.  Most  trailers  take  up  very 
little  room  and  on  the  way  to  the 
show  they  survive  being  crowd¬ 
ed  together  better  than  other 
violets.  Sometimes  I  stabilize  my 
trailers  by  carefully  inserting  shish  kebab 
sticks  into  the  soil,  remembering  to  remove  them 
before  judging.  If  a  leaf  is  broken  during  transport,  it  is 
not  a  problem;  just  be  sure  to  remove  all  of  the  remaining 
stem. 

Judging  trailers  is  not  too  different  from  judging  other  vio¬ 
lets.  Beauty  is  beauty,  and  any  judge  can  recognize  it  in  show 
quality  plants.  The  AVSA  Judges’  Handbook  gives  the  scale  of 
points  and  special  notes  on  judging  trailers.  All  judges  should 
review  this  material  before  reporting  for  judging  duty. 

I  offer  these  brief  comments  on  judging  trailers: 

Form  (according  to  variety): 

Trailers  vary  widely  in  form.  Some  trailers,  such  as 
‘Boxwood  Trail’  and  ‘West  Trail’  shape  themselves  into 
attractive  “domes”.  Other  trailers,  ‘Redwood  Trail’  and  ‘Pixie 
Blue’,  must  be  carefully  shaped  and  trimmed  to  make  them 
form  correctly.  When  one  side  of  a  trailer  does  not  conform  to 
the  desired  shape,  it  must  be  trimmed  to  keep  the  crowns 
consistent. 

Condition  (cultural  perfection); 

Neither  trailers  nor  the  pots  they  are  in  are  restricted  in 
size,  but  the  two  must  be  in  proportion.  Marred,  yellow,  or 
spotted  leaves  are  so  easy  to  remove  -  the  trailer  deserves  to 
be  graded  down  on  account  of  them.  Another  consideration  in 
judging  trailers  is  that  all  leaves  should  be  uniform  in  size. 
Miniature  trailers  should  have  small  leaves  -  unusually  large 
leaves  or  crowns  should  be  removed. 
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Quantity  of  bloom: 

“Most  trailers  are  heavy  bloomers,”  says  the  Handbook. 
That  is  certainly  true  and  the  blooms  should  be  evenly 
distributed  on  the  plant.  If  one  side  of  the  plant  is  not  bloom¬ 
ing,  the  crowns  on  that  side  must  be  clipped  several  weeks 
prior  to  the  show,  and  that  side  should  be  turned  so  that  it  gets 
plenty  of  light.  Points  are  deducted  if  the  blooms  are  not 
evenly  distributed. 

Size,  type,  and  color  of  blossom: 

Blossoms  are  judged  according  to  variety.  Blossoms  are 
sometimes  larger  on  standard  trailers  than  on  miniature  or 
semiminiature  trailers.  The  color  of  the  blossom  is  judged 
according  to  the  variety  of  the  trailer. 

Since  trailers  vary  as  much  in  size,  form,  and  bloom  as 


other  violets,  each  one  is  unique  and  is  judged  according  to  its 
own  merits.  I  am  thankful  that  we  have  a  standard  from 
which  to  judge.  I  once  saw  a  ‘Pixie  Blue’  win  Best  of  Show 
and  on  another  occasion,  1  saw  a  much  larger  ‘Redwood  Trail’ 
win  Best  of  Show.  It  all  depends  on  the  quality  of  the  trailers. 

The  African  Violet  Magazine  (May/June,  1989,  page  56) 
had  an  excellent  article,  “Trailing  African  Violets”,  by  lanice 
Bruns.  She  tells  us  that  one  successfully  grown  trailer  will 
“hook”  a  violet  grower.  She  says  that  each  trailer  is  a  new 
experience  and  each  one  turns  out  differently.  I  agree  with  her 
wholeheartedly  and  I  recommend  her  article  to  anyone 
interested  in  trailers. 
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When  you  Have  to  Spray. 


Sometimes,  despite  all  care  and  hygiene,  our  plants,  be 
they  African  violets  or  other  gesneriads,  do  need  to  be  treated 
for  pests  and  diseases.  The  biggest  problems  we  find  are  mites, 
thrips,  soil  mealy  bugs  and  powdery  mildew  in  African  violets, 
and  all  of  those  plus  white  fly,  caterpillars  and  snails  in  the 
other  gesneriads  where  grown  outdoors. 

Here  are  a  few  tips: 

•  If  you  are  unused  to  pesticides,  seek  advice  from  other 
experienced  growers  or  from  your  local  nursery  for  what 
you  can  use. 

•  Use  the  right  kind  of  pesticide  for  the  problem  you  are 
experiencing  -  miticides  for  mites,  fungicides  for  powdery 
mildew,  etc.  Check  the  side  of  the  package  for  the  list  of 
pests  which  your  chemical  will  attack. 

•  It  is  important  to  use  the  correct  strength  of  pesticide. 
Check  the  side  of  the  package  for  this  also.  Measure  with 
care,  using  measuring  cup  or  dropper  to  get  the  correct 
dilution.  Used  too  strong  it  may  damage  the  plant  and  used 
too  weak  it  may  not  kill  all  the  pests  on  the  plants  perhaps 
leading  to  a  population  of  bugs  more  resistant  to  the  pesti¬ 
cide  next  time  they  are  sprayed. 

•  Apply  pesticides  correctly.  Depending  upon  what  is  being 
used  and  what  pest  or  disease  is  being  troublesome  it  may 
be  recommended  to  spray  heavily  to  “run  off”,  to  mist 
lightly,  to  spray  under  the  leaves  as  well  as  over  the  top, 
to  drench  the  potting  mix,  etc. 

•  Do  not  spray  unnecessarily.  Excessive  use  of  pesticides  is 
not  only  dangerous  to  the  user,  but  may  well  lessen  their 
effectiveness  for  everyone. 

•  Spray  thoroughly.  Don’t  leave  some  plants  unsprayed 


because  they  seem  not  to  be  suffering  any  symptoms.  If  a 
pest  is  present  in  the  collection  then  all  plants  should  be 
sprayed. 

•  Spray  repeatedly.  In  most  (but  not  all)  cases  it  is  necessary 
to  spray  two  to  three  times  to  completely  eliminate  the 
problem.  This  is  in  order  to  kill  the  next  generations  of  the 
pests  as  they  appear.  Failing  to  do  the  follow  up  spraying 
will  probably  lead  to  continued  pest  attacks.  Doing  the  job 
properly  at  the  time  may  actually  lead  to  less  spraying 
being  necessary  in  the  long  run. 

•  Spray  regularly.  Because  different  pests  have  different  life 
cycles  it  is  important  to  do  the  spraying  at  times  appropri¬ 
ate  to  when  they  “hatch  out”.  For  instance,  for  mites  spray 
every  seven  to  ten  days,  three  times.  For  thrips  spray 
every  five  days,  three  times. 

•  Be  sure  to  remove  plants  from  living  areas  when  spraying 
and  for  some  time  afterward  (depending  upon  the  toxicity 
of  the  chemical  used) . 

•  If  taking  plants  outside  to  spray  (and  this  is  preferable)  try 
to  do  it  when  the  air  is  calm,  such  as  early  in  the  morning. 

•  Wear  appropriate  clothing  and  cartridge  type  spray  mask. 
Depending  upon  the  toxicity  of  the  chemical  being  used 
you  may  need  to  cover  all  skin  and  hair.  Wash  carefully 
and  thoroughly  afterwards.  Launder  clothing. 

•  Above  all,  follow  all  the  directions  on  the  package.  They 
are  there  to  indicate  the  effectiveness  of  the  material  and 
for  your  protection.  Should  the  directions  be  on  a  separate 
leaflet  make  sure  you  store  it  for  future  reference. 

From  “The  African  Violet”,  Official  Journal  of  the  AV 
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Under  Water 
Flower  Arrangements 

by  Edna  Rourke  •  Shelton,  CT 


An  underwater  flower  arrangement  is  an  anangement  that 
is  completely  submerged  in  water  and  exhibited  in  a  transpar¬ 
ent  container. 

As  in  any  other  interpretive  arrangement,  its  purpose  is 
to  display  African  violet  blossoms  in  a  pleasing  and  artistic 
way.  The  African  violet  blossom  should  be  the  focus  or  cen¬ 
ter  of  interest  in  the  design.  The  blossoms  are  enhanced, 
supported  and  emphasized  by  the  use  of  both  interesting  line 
and  plant  material.  Cut  plant  material  is  used  in  these 
arrangements. 

In  an  interpretive  design  class,  interpretation  of  the  title  of 
the  class  is  the  goal.  This  interpretation  can  be  either  sugges¬ 
tive  or  very  obvious.  It  doesn’t  mean  that  the  interpretation  has 
to  be  literal.  The  choice  is  yours. 

As  in  any  other  designs,  the  same  ele¬ 
ments  and  principles  of  design  apply.  The 
AVSA  iLidges  Handbook  is  an  excel¬ 
lent  source  of  information  and  lists 
and  explains  all  of  these  elements 
and  principles. 

To  begin  your  underwater 
arrangement: 

Select  the  container 

It  should  be  of  clear  glass  and 
free  of  any  design  or  etching.  A 
design  or  pattern  in  the  glass  will  be 
distracting  and  take  away  from  the 
design.  Examples  of  suitable  containers  are 
brandy  snifters,  bowls,  jars,  and  fish  tanks  (that 
are  clear  glass)  and  bubble  bowls. 

Select  plant  material 

Keep  in  mind  that  depending  on  the  shape  and  thickness 
of  the  glass  of  the  container  you  use,  everything  you  put  in 
the  container  will  be  magnified  when  water  is  added.  A  round 
bowl  will  magnify  more  than  either  a  vertical  or  straight¬ 
sided  container. 


riorate  as  easily.  Try  to  choose  freshly  opened  blossoms  as  well 
as  some  buds. 

Try  to  do  your  arrangements  in  advance  so  you  have  the 
time  to  tiy  it  in  your  container  with  water  and  make  any 
adjustments  necessary. 

If  you  plan  on  using  a  bubble  bowl,  remember  your  design 
will  have  to  be  inverted.  You  will  have  to  make  sure  that  all  of 
your  materials  are  anchored  securely. 

Mechanics 

The  same  mechanics  you  would  use  in  a  standard  design 
to  hold  everything  together  may  be  used  in  an  under  water 
arrangement.  However,  in  an  undenvater  arrangement  materi¬ 
al  is  used  to  conceal  the  mechanics.  You  can  use  pin 
holders,  floral  clay,  or  straws  wrapped  with 
floral  tape  to  hold  the  stems  of  blossoms 
or  plant  material.  Any  of  these  may  be 
anchored  with  cling.  Fine  floral  wire 
or  fish  line  may  be  used  to  hold 
fine  line  material  and  foliage 
together  before  anchoring  to  a 
base.  Fine  gravel  or  stones, 
shells,  clear  marbles,  or  glass 
chips  are  some  examples  of 
materials  you  can  use  to  cover  a 
pin  holder.  Remember,  before 
using  any  of  these  items  wash  them 
thoroughly  to  remove  any  dirt. 

A  glue  gun  also  works  quite  well  in 
an  underwater  arrangement.  The  plant 
material  is  able  to  absorb  water  through  the 
stems  and  leaves  and  the  blossoms  stay  fresh.  However, 
in  a  standard  aiiangement  this  is  not  possible. 

Line  Material 

There  are  many  kinds  of  materials  that  can  be  used.  The 
following  are  just  some  examples:  various  types  of  willow 
branches,  bittersweet  vine,  wisteria  vine,  grape  vine,  spirea, 
forsythia,  ivy,  barbeny,  cottoneaster,  Chinese  holly,  etc. 


Make  sure  all  of  your  material  is  clean 

Be  selective  with  all  of  the  components.  Wash  all  plant 
material  to  be  used  and  take  off  any  damaged  foliage  or  other 
imperfections. 

When  selecting  the  blossoms  to  be  used  choose  varieties 
that  have  some  substance  to  them  rather  that  the  very  delicate 
ones.  They  rire  more  likely  to  hold  up  better  and  will  not  dete- 


Foliage 

Again,  there  are  many  plants  available  to  use.  Examples 
are:  boxwood,  holly,  ivy,  African  violet  leaves,  Columnea, 
Nematanthus,  ajuga,  pachysandra,  etc.  are  but  a  few. 

Once  you  get  everything  together,  practice  before  show 
time  and  you’ll  find  how  easy  it  becomes  as  well  as  just  how 
much  fun. 
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by  Cheryl  Salatino 


Light  is  one  of  the  most  misunderstood  elements  in  grow¬ 
ing  African  violets.  As  you  know  from  window  growing,  it  is 
important  to  have  enough  light  or  the  plants  will  not  flower; 
too  much  and  problems  will  occur.  The  same  is  true  when 
growing  under  artificial  light. 

Consider  first  how  much  natural  light  there  is  in  the  room 
where  your  stand  will  be  located.  If  the  room  is  naturally  well 
lit,  fluorescent  lights  can  be  operated  from  12  to  14  hours  per 
day.  If  there  is  no  natural  light  in  the  room,  plants  will  require 
14  to  16  hours  per  day.  Those  recommendations  should  be 
followed  when  conditions  are  ideal,  meaning  temperature,  air 
circulation  and  humidity  are  maintained  at  consistent  levels 
required  for  growing  healthy  African  violets.  For  example, 
during  the  hot  summer  months  it  is  best  to  shorten  the  light¬ 
ing  periods.  Heat  slows  the  plant’s  ability  to  grow,  therefore 
requiring  less  exposure  to  light. 

Here  are  some  other  lighting  tips  to  remember: 

Be  aware  of  the  type  of  florescent  bulbs  you  are  using  in 
your  light  stand.  If  the  bulb  is  a  wide  spectrum  bulb,  reduce 
the  light  exposure  to  10  to  12  hours  per  day. 

When  replacing  bulbs,  try  to  install  one  new  bulb  at  a 
time.  Each  new  bulb  has  a  high  degree  of  intensity  for  sever¬ 
al  days  when  first  used.  Start  out  with  8  hours  of  light  and 
increase  the  lighting  time  by  1  hour  each  week  until  the  rec¬ 
ommended  hours  are  reached.  Timers  offer  a  consistent  light¬ 
ing  plan  for  African  violets. 

Turning  the  plants  for  consistent  light  exposure  and  sym¬ 
metry  is  also  required  under  artificial  lights,  yet,  not  needed  as 


often  as  for  window  grown  plants. 

Some  varieties  of  African  violet  do  not  perform  well  under 
florescent  lights.  These  plants  may  require  less  hours  of  light 
exposure  or  placement  further  away  from  the  bulbs. 

It  is  important  that  you  know  your  violets;  what  they  like, 
as  well  as  when  there  is  trouble.  If  a  plant  develops  misshapen 
foliage,  too  much  florescent  light  may  be  the  problem.  Also 
watch  out  for  plants  reaching  for  the  lights.  Most  often  this 
condition  occurs  when  the  plant  wants  more  light  but  1  have 
had  reaching  plants  that  really  wanted  less  light.  Another  con¬ 
dition  to  monitor  is  bleaching  and  yellowing  of  the  foliage.  Too 
much  light  is  often  the  cause  of  this  problem.  Don’t  be  afraid 
to  experiment  with  varieties  that  appear  problematic,  just 
change  the  lighting  exposure  and  monitor  closely. 

Remember  that  florescent  bulbs  are  most  intense  in  the 
center  and  less  so  at  the  ends.  Place  heavily  variegated  foliage 
near  the  center  of  the  bulb.  If  you  are  growing  species  vari¬ 
eties,  place  these  plants  at  the  ends  of  the  shelf 

Make  sure  that  you  consider  the  distance  between  the 
bulb  and  the  top  of  the  plant.  Standard  variety  plants  should 
be  placed  10"  to  12"  below  the  light  source.  Some  growers 
have  success  at  a  closer  distance  of  8",  although  this  is  too 
close  for  my  growing  conditions.  Minis  and  semiminis  are  typ¬ 
ically  grown  closer  to  the  bulb  at  6"  to  8"  distances.  Again, 
consider  placing  problem  plants  at  1 8"  from  the  bulb  when  too 
much  light  seems  to  be  the  cause. 

From  ‘Ye  Bay  Stater’,  publication  of  Bay  State  AVS 


Plant  Stacking 

by  Sue  Gardner 


when  you  grow  too  many  plants  or  have  too  little  space, 
you  may  like  to  consider  plant  stacking.  I  don’t  mean  putting 
plants  on  top  of  one  another!  Rather,  I  mean  placing  plants  in 
such  a  way  to  fit  more  plants  onto  the  shelf  than  if  they  were 
placed  side  by  side. 

Look  at  the  following  diagrams. 


Plants  stacked 


The  above  plants  are  all  on  wick  watering  containers  on 
light  stand  shelves.  Several  sizes  of  reservoirs  are  used  to 


obtain  different  heights.  Tall  drinking  glasses  are  used  for 
minis.  This  allows  the  minis  to  be  closer  to  the  lights.  The 
glasses  are  opaque  which  prevents  the  growth  of  algae. 

As  long  as  the  center  leaves  of  the  plant  are  in  direct 
light,  the  plant  will  continue  to  grow  well.  It  does  not  seem  to 
matter  much  if  some  outside  leaves  are  in  partial  shade. 
Check  the  plants  to  ensure  that  they  do  not  lose  symmetry.  If 
they  appear  to  lean  in  one  direction,  turn  them  a  half  turn  at 
regular  intervals. 

The  above  system  of  plant  stacking  has  been  used  to 
grow  sixteen  show  plants  where  only  10  would  fit  side  by 
side.  The  show  plants  won  prizes,  so  this  method  could  be 
considered  successful! 
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Developing  a  Soil  Recipe 

by  George  Starr  •  Pensacola,  FL 


There  are  probably  almost  as  many  formulas  for  African 
violet  soil  as  there  are  good  growers.  Most  of  those  formulas 
are  no  doubt  veiy  satisfactory.  We  wish  to  present  information 
on  a  recipe  based  on  our  research  and  experience. 

There  are  many  methods  of  growing  violets  and  a  soil 
designed  for  one  method  such  as  top-watering  will  not  neces¬ 
sarily  be  adequate  for  other  methods,  e.g.,  wick  and  mat  water¬ 
ing.  With  these  methods,  water  is  supplied  to  the  soil  on  a  con¬ 
tinuous  basis. 

If  the  amount  of  water  in  the  soil  is  to  be  controlled  by  the 
size  of  the  wick,  a  large  supply  of  various  sized  wicks  would  be 
needed  because  there  are  large  differences  in  the  amount  of 
water  required  by  a  violet.  The  differences  in  the  amount  of 
water  needed  are  caused  by: 

1 .  growth.  As  the  plant  gets  larger  it  uses  more  water. 

2.  transpiration.  Moisture  transpires  from  the  leaves  to  the 
atmosphere  in  greater  quantity  for  larger  plants,  and 

3.  evaporation.  Ambient  temperature  and  humidity  controlled 
by  air  conditioning,  gas  heat,  and  other  factors,  such  as  pot 
size,  influence  the  rate  of  evaporation  moving  water  from 
the  plant  to  the  atmosphere. 

An  additional  problem  with  using  wick  size  to  control  the 
amount  of  water  in  the  soil  is  the  determination  of  the  exact 
size  wick  for  each  set  of  conditions.  It  appears  that  changing 
the  wick  size  to  match  each  situation  is  neither  a  scientific  nor 
adequate  solution. 

We  adopted  the  theory  that  the  best  solution  would  be  to 
develop  a  soil  that  would  accept  and  hold  a  very  specific 
amount  of  water  based  on  the  needs  of  the  plant,  that  is,  a  soil 
that  would  not  get  too  wet  even  with  a  constant  supply  of 
water  available.  The  wick  would  need  to  be  large  enough  to 
supply  an  adequate  amount  of  water  to  the  soil  under  all 
conditions. 

There  are  rather  wide  differences  in  the  choices  of  soil  com¬ 
ponents  used  by  successful  growers  who  were  willing  to  share 
their  recipes.  After  about  6  years  of  experimenting,  we  devel¬ 
oped  a  soil  recipe  that  we  believed  to  give  the  best  results.  We 
have  not  changed  that  formula  for  the  past  12  years.  We  usu¬ 
ally  have  about  4000  plants  of  various  sizes,  from  cut  leaves 
to  very  large  violets  (some  greater  than  24"),  planted  in  this 
soil.  This  mixture  provides  the  correct  amount  of  water  for  all 
these  violets.  It  was  specifically  designed  for  wick  and  mat 
watering.  Other  formulas  would  most  certainly  be  required  for 
growing  methods  such  as  top  or  bottom  watering  where  the 
soil  periodically  dries,  or  nearly  dries  and  must  be  re- wetted. 

Our  soil  will  neither  accept  nor  hold  too  much  water  unless 
adverse  conditions  exist  such  as: 


1 .  the  soil  being  pressed  down  too  tightly  when  potted. 

2.  rapid  root  growth  taking  space  in  the  pot  that  causes 
packing  of  the  soil. 

3.  infrequent  repotting.  We  try  to  re-pot  every  5-6  months, 
leaving  the  root  ball  mostly  intact,  because  aging  soil 
causes  a  drop  in  pH.  With  our  soil,  our  water,  and  our 
growing  conditions,  the  soil  starts  with  a  pH  of  about  6.8. 
(Ideal  pH  for  violets  is  6.4  to  6.9).  After  6  months  it 
drops  to  about  4.2.  A  low  pH  deters  proper  uptake  of 
some  nutrients  needed  by  the  plant.  These  acidic  condi¬ 
tions  also  speed  up  deterioration  of  some  of  the  soil  com¬ 
ponents.  This  breakdown  of  the  soil  causes  it  to  hold  too 
much  water. 

Our  final  soil  recipe  was  tested  for  water  holding  proper¬ 
ties.  A  4  inch  round  tub  plastic  pot  held  about  4.5  ounces  of 
completely  dry  soil.  It  weighed  about  7  ounces  as  mixed  and 
as  used  for  potting.  After  fully  loading  the  soil  with  water  and 
letting  it  drain  for  10  minutes,  it  weighed  about  10  ounces. 
After  an  additional  2  hours  and  again  after  1 2  hours  the  soil 
still  weighed  about  the  same  (10  ounces).  The  next  day 
water  was  poured  through  the  soil  and  after  draining,  it  still 
weighed  about  1 0  ounces.  An  additional  test  was  made  with 
a  large  wick  to  carry  water  up  into  the  soil.  The  soil  remained 
about  the  same  weight,  10  ounces. 

We  use  #3-1/2  braided  Nylon  cord  with  an  untwisted 
center.  Once  the  correct  water  level  in  the  soil  is  reached,  the 
soil  will  not  accept  any  more  from  the  wick.  The  conclusion 
is  that  the  soil  holds  a  specific  amount  of  water  and  it  appears 
to  be  the  correct  amount  for  good  violet  growth. 

Most  of  the  components  were  selected  because  other 
growers  were  using  them.  Only  the  use  of  the  component 
Flower  Rock  was  totally  original.  Sometimes  the  small  parti¬ 
cle  version  of  Flower  Rock  is  referred  to  as  “soil  additive”.  It 
is  a  red  volcanic  rock  from  Colorado.  It  holds  a  very  specific 
amount  of  water  and  is  believed  to  increase  blossom  size.  It 
has  been  reported  that  coffee  beans  grown  in  volcanic  soil  are 
larger  and  classed  as  premium.  The  organic  portion  of  the  soil 
is  heat  treated  at  60  degrees  C  (160F)  for  about  1.5  hours. 
This  temperature  was  chosen  because  it  kills  insects,  insect 
eggs  and  weed  seeds.  It  is  low  enough  that  it  does  not  kill  all 
of  the  beneficial  bacteria  which  are  necessary  for  uptake  of 
some  elements  by  the  plant.  The  soil  is  screened  through  a 
1/2  inch  mesh  to  provide  a  final  mixing,  break  up  any  lumps 
and  screen  out  large  particles  which  may  have  been  in  the 
moss. 

Our  used  soil  is  saved  and  given  to  others  to  be  mixed 
with  “potting  soil”  for  use  with  outdoor  plants,  e.g.,  day  lilies. 


54  African  Violet  Magazine 


November  •  December  2000 


Signs  of  a  pH  Problem 

by  Cheryl  Salatino 


Any  plant  will  have  difficulty  absorbing  nutrients  if  the 
acid-aMline  balance  (pH)  is  not  within  an  acceptable  range. 
That  is  true  for  both  the  pH  of  the  water  or  the  soil  mix. 

For  African  violets,  the  ideal  range  for  your  soil  mix  is 
between  6.5  and  6.7,  slightly  on  the  acid  side.  But  African  vio¬ 
lets  can  grow  and  bloom  in  soil  that  maintains  a  wider  range 
of  6.2  to  6.9.  This  is  also  true  for  most  of  your  gesneriads. 

As  for  your  water,  it  should  be  a  neutral  pH.  That  is 
because  the  fertilizers  that  you  add  are  slightly  acidic  and  often 
bring  the  pH  into  the  appropriate  range.  I  recently  had  my 
water  tested  and  found  that  my  tap  water  was  7. 1 .  After  the 
fertilizer  had  been  added,  the  pH  tested  at  6.7  -  6.8. 

To  understand  the  signs  of  improper  pH  balance,  look  for 
these  symptoms: 

Too  much  acidity: 

Sickly  pale  green  leaves  Yellow/green  color  on 

Stunted  growth  older  foliage 

Fewer  blossoms  Tight  center  leaves 

Too  alkaline: 

Leaves  turn  yellow,  as  if  undernourished. 


The  symptoms  may  be  indistinguishable  between  too  much 
acidity  and  too  much  alkalinity.  You  must  understand  what 
makes  up  your  soil  mix.  If  it  is  heavily  peat-based,  it’s  a  good  bet 
that  the  problem  is  acidity. 

Have  your  soil  and  water  tested  if  you  are  uncertain  about 
the  pH  levels.  At  the  Bay  State  Show,  we  tested  various  soil 
mfxes  I  had  prepared.  The  pH  levels  were  dramatically  different. 
When  I  used  Optimara  African  violet  soil  as  my  base  (I  always 
add  vermiculite,  perlite,  charcoal  and  dolomite  limestone  to 
lighten  my  soil) ,  it  was  in  an  acidic  range  that  needed  correc¬ 
tion.  Straight  from  the  bag  (without  my  additives)  tested  even 
lower.  But  the  results  for  Hoffman’s  African  violet  soil  (with  my 
additives)  were  in  the  ideal  range.  Cape  Cod  Violetiy  soil  mix¬ 
ture  tested  in  the  correct  range  for  growing  African  violets. 

When  growing  African  violets  there  can  be  several  avenues 
to  explore  if  a  plant  begins  to  have  trouble.  The  best  thing  you 
can  do  is  examine  the  plant  and  understand  the  current  grow¬ 
ing  conditions.  All  problems  are  not  pests.  Many  signs  point  to 
inappropriate  amounts  of  light  and  water.  After  other  troubles 
have  been  explored,  think  about  the  pH  levels  in  your  soil  mix 
and  water.  Your  plants  will  be  glad  you  did. 


Streps  Love  “Happy  Feet” 

by  Ralph  Robinson 


This  is  what  any  Streptocarpus  most  wants.  If  its  feet,  or 
roots,  are  happy,  it  is  happy  and  will  grow  and  bloom  well. 
When  its  root  system  isn’t  happy  and  healthy,  It  can  display  a 
number  of  unwanted  symptoms.  For  this  reason,  proper  soil, 
pot  size,  and  watering  are  very  important. 

Streps  much  prefer  a  very  light,  porous  soil  over  a  rich, 
dense  one.  For  this  reason,  soilless  mbces  -  those  containing  no 
garden  loam,  are  best.  Be  sure  that  the  soil  con¬ 
tains  plenty  of  vermiculite  and/or  perlite.  Add 
even  more  of  these  ingredients,  particularly  per¬ 
lite,  the  wetter  you  plan  on  keeping  the  soil. 

Prepackaged  soil  mixes  of  the  kind  usually  found  at 
the  supermarket  or  garden  center  are  possibly  the 
worst  kind  of  soil  to  be  using.  As  we  tell  our 
customers  at  the  shop,  judge  the  soil  mbc  by 
its  feel,  not  by  the  label.  The  bag  should  feel 
light  and  fluffy,  like  a  nice,  comfortable  bed¬ 
room  pillow.  Avoid  heavy  or  dense  mixes,  even  if 
they  call  themselves  an  “African  violet  soil”. 

Pot  size,  and  regular  repotting  are  also  very  important.  If 
streps  are  rootbound,  they  will  tell  you  very  clearly  that  they 
need  a  larger  pot,  or  need  to  be  divided  and  repotted.  New, 
developing  roots  are  what  keeps  the  plant  happy  and,  when 
rootbound,  these  don’t  have  a  chance  to  develop.  When  very 
rootbound,  new  foliage  may  not  develop  fully  or  properly,  and 
in  extreme  cases,  may  have  difficulty  in  developing  at  all.  If 


Naples,  NY 

severely  rootbound,  the  plant  can  display  symptoms  very  sim¬ 
ilar  to  a  cyclamen  mite  infestation  -  tight,  distorted,  even  hairy 
and  grayish  center  growth.  If  overpotted,  too  much  soil 
surrounds  a  small  root  system.  The  extra  soil  stays  wet,  since 
no  roots  are  there  to  draw  this  water.  The  youngest,  most 
tender  roots  on  the  outside  of  the  root  ball  are  then  very  easily 
damaged. 

As  with  violets,  proper  watering  means  provid¬ 
ing  the  plant  with  just  as  much  water  as  it 
needs,  when  it  needs  it.  If  top  watering,  this 
means  watering  the  plant  when  the  soil  surface 
just  begins  to  feel  dry  to  the  touch.  If  using  a 
constant  watering  method,  such  as  capillary 
matting  or  wicking,  its  very  important  to  use 
a  very  light  soil  mix  -  at  least  50%  perlite  if 
wicking.  Because  streps  dislike  having  con¬ 
stantly  wet  feet,  we  find  that  they  are  happiest 
when  top  watered.  We  mat  water  only  plants  in 
smaller  pots,  and  do  not  begin  to  water  by  mats  immediately 
following  potting  or  repotting,  so  that  we  can  be  confident  that 
new  roots  have  begun  to  grow  into  the  additional  soil.  If  using 
a  constant  watering  system,  it’s  also  a  good  practice  to  occa¬ 
sionally  let  the  mat  or  water  reservoir  dry  out.  Avoid  keeping 
the  soil  constantly  wet,  all  the  time. 
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November  3  &  4  -  NORTH  CAROLINA 

Green  Thumb  AVS  Plant  Sale 
2836  North  NC  58 
Nashville,  NC 

Info:  Lucille  Pmtzman  (252)  459  -  3722 

November  4  &  5  -  NEW  JERSEY 

Tristate  AV  Council  Show/Sale 

Frelinghuysen  Arboretum 

53  East  Hanover  Ave 

Morristown,  NJ 

Nov  4  -  1:30pm  -  5pm 

Nov  5  -  1  lam  -  4pm 

Info:  Karyn  Cichocki  (973)  579  -  7914 


November  9  -  11  -  PENNSYLVANIA 
Mid  Atlantic  AVS  Convention  Show/Sale 
Sheraton  Great  Valley 
Fraser,  PA 

Info:  Marian  Gershon  (215)  393  -  0852 
Peggy  DePhillippo  (610)  489  -  4744 

November  19  -  COLORADO 

Rocky  Mountain  AV  Council  Judging  School 
Barbara  Elkin,  Teacher 
Denver  Botanic  gardens 
Denver,  CO 

Info:  Harry  Weber  (970)  593  -  0331 
Fran  Ratte  (303)  582  -  5497 

December  2  -  NORTH  CAROLINA 

Triangle  AVS  Fall  Violet  Sale 
North  Gate  Mall,  Durham,  NC 
Hours:  9am  -  4pm 
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Mary  Corondan 

7205  Dillon  Court 
Plano,  TX  75024 


AVC  OF  BURLINGTON  COUNTY,  NJ  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Tiger,  Picasso,  China  Pink;  Best  Standard:  Tiger, 
Florence  Murphy.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Melodic  Kimi, 
Rob’s  Omega,  Optimara  Van  Gogh;  Best  Miniature:  Pink  Dove;  Best 
Gesneriad:  Nautilocalyx  pemphidius-,  Horticulture  Sweepstakes;  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Susan  Amao.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection;  Foxwood 
TTail,  Rob’s  Toorooka,  Cirelda;  Best  in  Show/Best  Trailer;  Foxwood  TTail, 
Sandy  Skalski.  Best  Semiminiature;  Sassy  Shirley,  Rita  Perzeproski.  Best 
Species;  Saintpaulia grandifolia  #237-,  Best  Design,  Karen  Monahan. 

AVS  OF  SYRACUSE,  NY  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Ness’  Firefly,  Rob’s  Fiddlesticks,  Rob’s  Whodunit;  Best  in 
Show/Best  Miniature:  Optimara  Little  Amethyst;  Best  Semiminiature:  Ness’ 
Firefly;  Best  Design;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Donna  Coleman.  2nd  Best 
AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Optimara  Little  Crystal,  Ness’  Angel  Babe, 
Orchard’s  Bumble  Magnet;  Best  Trailer:  Champagne  Pink,  Mary  Ryan. 
Best  Gesneriad:  Kohleria  'Dark  Velvet’,  Cindi  Boesse.  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Ethel  Champion. 

BLUFF  CITY  AVC,  TN  -  Winners:  Best  Standard:  Ozio;  Best  Design; 
Design  Sweepstakes,  Iona  Pair.  Best  Miniature:  Orchard’s  Bumble 
Magnet;  Best  Trailer:  Rob’s  Boolaroo;  Best  Gesneriad:  Streptocarpus 
‘Christmas  Morning’;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Geneva  Stagg. 

CAPITAL  CITY  AVS  OF  MONTGOMERY,  AL  -  Winners:  2nd  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection;  Shameless  Flirt,  L’Ambassadeur,  Makin’ 
Romance;  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Beginner’s  Luck,  Shy 
Blue,  Irish  Flirt;  Best  MiniaUire:  Optimara  Little  Azurite;  Best  Trailer:  Rob’s 
Toorooka;  Best  Gesneriad:  Streptocarpus  ‘Leslie’,  Best  Design;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Doris  1111.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Ness’  Satin  Rose,  Ness’  Crinkle  Blue,  Precious  Pink;  Best  in 
Show/Best  Standard:  Ness’  Coral  Sunset,  Archie  Boyd.  Best 
Semiminiature:  Ness’  Crinkle  Blue,  Linda  Boyd.  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia 
orbicularis,  Ihsha  McLain. 

GREEN  THUMB  AVS,  AR  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Ellie  Gardner,  Pink  Star  Lou,  Sweet  Amy  Sue;  Best  Tlailer:  Pixie 
Blue,  Margaret  Condit.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Mary  Craig, 
Maiden,  Picasso;  Best  Semiminiature:  Oksana;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes, 
Ruby  Pope.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Shy  Blue,  Rob’s  Dust  Storm, 
Rob’s  Pink  Satin,  Candace  Page.  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard:  Mindi 
Mom,  Mary  Hill.  Best  Gesneriad:  Episcia  ’Blue  Nile’,  Charlotte  Jenkins. 

HOOSIER  AVS,  IN  -  Winners:  Best  in  Show/Best  Trailer:  Linda 
Darnel;  Best  MiniaUtre:  Optimara  Little  Pearl;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia 
rupicola;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Jean  Willey.  Best  Standard:  Hawaiian 
Pearl;  Best  Miniature:  Rob’s  Seduction;  Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes, 
Lois  Matusak.  Best  Gesneriad:  Streptocarpus  ‘Bristol’s  Jumpin  Jack’, 
Gary  Mikita. 


NASA  AREA  AVS,  OVAL  CLUB,  TX  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Pewter  Bells,  Dean’s  Arctic  Frost,  California 
Sunset;  Best  Standard:  Strawberry  Shake;  Best  Semiminiature:  California 
Sunset;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  pedula  var.  kizarae-.  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Joyce  Stenger.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Toy 
Castle,  Optimara  Little  Tourmaline,  Persian  Prince;  Best  in  Show/Best 
Miniature/Best  Ttailer:  Tiny  Wood  TTail;  Best  Gesneriad:  Streptocarpus 
‘Texas  Hot  Chili’;  Best  Design;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  John  Nabers. 

PARMATOWN  AVC,  OH  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Northern  Star,  Ness’  Bangle  Blue,  Pearls  ‘n’  Rubles;  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Definitely  Darryl,  Sassy  Sister,  Sultan,  Tracy 
Lorence.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Lemon  Cream,  Picasso,  Wild 
Irish  Rose;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Sultan,  Cookie  Man,  Ness’ 
Crinkle  Blue,  Martha  Bell.  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard:  Optimara  New 
Mexico;  Best  Semiminiature:  Rob’s  Hallucination;  Best  Miniature;  Ness’ 
Angel  Babe;  Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Marian  Tisdale.  Best 
Trailer:  Lil  Runaround;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  tongwensis,  Best 
Gesneriad:  Chirita  linearifolia,  Linda  Neumann.  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes  (tie):  Martha  Bell  and  Linda  Neumann. 

SILVERMINE  AVS,  CT  -  Winners;  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Favorite  Child,  Mindi  Brooke,  Windy  Day;  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard: 
Favorite  Child;  Best  Gesneriad:  Streptocarpus  ’Bristol’s  Luv  It’,  Sylvia 
Siegel.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Optimara  Molokai,  Banana 
Split,  Optimara  Monet;  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Silly 
Sally,  Rob’s  Dust  Storm,  Rob’s  Bamboozle;  Best  Design,  Jean  Simons. 
Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Heat  Wave,  Rob’s  Boo  Hoo, 
Optimara  Little  Pueblo;  Best  Miniature:  Ness’  Angel  Babe;  Best  Trailer: 
Honeysuckle  Rose;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Lynn  Wallach.  Best 
Semiminiature:  Ness’  Crinkle  Blue,  Marge  Rosenberg.  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Cindy  O’Brien. 

SPRINGFIELD  AVS,  PA  -  Winners:  Best  in  Show/Best  Trailer:  Baby 
Brian;  Best  Gesneriad:  Episcia  cupreata,  Barbara  Jones.  Best  Standard: 
Powwow,  Jean  Kaplan.  Best  Semiminiature:  Pink  Pussycat,  Betty  Roth. 
Best  Miniature:  Optimara  Little  Diamond;  Best  Design;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Debbie  Schaffer.  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  House  of 
Amani,  Joan  Santino.  Design  Sweepstakes,  Nancy  Corse. 

TORONTO  AVS,  ONTARIO  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Gillian,  The  Alps,  Marching  Band;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Ness’  Crinkle  Blue,  Snuggles  Snow  Baby,  Snuggles;  Best  in 
Show/Best  Standard:  Optimara  Ontario;  Best  Semiminiature:  Rob’s  Outer 
Orbit;  Best  Miniature;  Little  Redhead;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Emma 
Bygott.  Best  TTailer:  Rob’s  Miriwinni;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  ionantha-. 
Best  Gesneriad:  Sinningia  ‘Anna  W’  x  self,  Carolyn  Conlin-Lane.  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Eleanor  Elston. 
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In  Memory 


EDNA  SNOW 

Edna  Snow  of  Chicago,  IL,  passed  away  in  April,  2000.  An  avid  grower,  Edna  experimented  with  hybridizing  and 
passed  hcTTo^e-qf  Afn^n  violets  on  to  her  grandchildren.  Her  collection  is  flourishing  now  under  the  care  of  her  eldest 
grandson^ 

BARBARA^EtA1^JE  ALLSUP 

Barbara  Elaine  Allsup,  Anchorage,  AK,  passed  away  in  August,  2000.  Barbara  was  a  member  of  the  Aurora  Borealis 
AVS  and  AVSA  for  several  years.  She  was  the  editor  of  the  club’s  newsletter,  "Buds  and  Blooms"  for 


ALMA  JANUS 

Alma  Janus  of  St.  Louis,  MO,  passed  away  in  June,  2000.  Longtime  member  of  the  St.  Louis  A 
as  president  from  1982-84  and  was  president  of  the  Judges  Council  from  1977-78. 


Tt^^^ars. 

V'&''ui^|^1hV‘'served 


WATER...TOO  MUCH,  TOO  LITTLE 

Madaline  Whittaker  •  Oxnard,  CA 


of  all  the  environmental  factors  that  affect  plant  life,  none 
is  more  important  than  watering. 

Viitually  all  physiological  processes  in  plants  take  place  in 
the  presence  of  water.  Water  is  essential  for  such  basic  chemi¬ 
cal  actions  as  digestion  (in  which  water  combines  with  the 
minerals  digested)  and  photosynthesis  (in  which  the  hydrogen 
of  the  water  joins  with  carbon  dioxide  to  form  sugar).  The 
materials  in  the  soil,  and  the  foods  manufactured  by  the  leaves, 
move  in  solution  from  the  regions  of  absorption  to  other  parts 
of  the  plant. 

In  spite  of  the  importance  of  water,  the  quantity  actually 
used  by  the  plant  is  a  small  fraction  of  the  amount  absorbed  by 
the  soil.  And,  most  of  the  water  entering  the  plant  escapes  from 
the  leaves  as  water  vapor. 

Another  overlooked  factor  of  overwatering  is  that  water 
contributes  to  the  rigidity  of  the  plant  in  the  soil.  This  fact  alone 
contributes  to  the  death  rate  of  plants  in  many  cases. 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 


BAYOU  VIOLETS  -  LEAVES  ONLY 

Request  catalog  $1.00 
Check  payable  to  Genelle  Armstrong 
1313  Gardenia  Drive 
Metairie,  LA  70005-1 152 

NEPTUNE’S  HARVEST  ORGANIC  FERTILIZERS 

Top  of  the  line. 

Commercial  proven.  Outperform  chemicals. 

Free  catalog  1  (800)  259-GROW  (4769) 


VIOLET  VENTURE 
Fay  Wagman  •  52  Harper  Drive 
Pittsford  NY  14534 
Leaves  only  -  List  $  1 .00 

JoS  VIOLETS 

2205  College  Drive 
Victoria,  TX  77901  •  (361)  575-1344 
Get  list  from  http://www.geocities.com/iosviolets  or  send  stamped  envelope 


Overwatering  causes  fungus  to  abound  at  root  level.  Fungi  will 
thrive  in  any  warm,  dark  and  wet  area.  This  is  called  root  and 
stem  rot. 

Soil  is  the  reservoir  for  water  and  nutrients.  Overwatering 
will  definitely  leach  the  nutrients  and  precious  humus  from  the 
soil. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  coin,  we  have  the  hazard  of  under¬ 
watering.  A  critical  time  for  proper  water  conditions  is  when 
tiny  buds  begin  to  set.  The  buds  are  extremely  fragile.  If  there 
is  a  lack  of  moisture,  buds  will  quickly  wither  and  dry  off.  Your 
plant  will  use  more  water  when  it  is  in  bloom.  At  this  time  you 
must  be  very  aware  of  your  plant’s  water  needs. 

Balance  is  the  key  to  correct  watering  of  African  violets. 
Find  a  system  of  watering  which  allows  the  roots  to  stay  even¬ 
ly  moist,  but  not  drenched. 

From  the  CA  Council  News 


Fiolet  Perfection  by  Gini 

A  California  Goldmine  of 


Quality  violets  new  and  older  varieties 
Standards,  Minis,  Trailers  &  Leaves 
All  plants  $4.00  Leaves  $1.25 

Minimum  order:  8  plants  +  one  free  gift  plant 


Special  Offers 

12  sturdy  starters,  my  choice,  $40.00  +  $6.00  S&H 
12  leaves,  my  choice,  S&H  included  $15.00 
(Does  not  include  free  gift  plant) 

Catalog  2000  available  upon  receipt  of  mailing  address  along  with 
$1 .50  that  can  be  credited  with  first  order  of  $25.00 


Gini  McCanne  •  1420  Oxford  Ave.,  Claremont,  CA  9171 1 
Phone:  evenings  or  weekends  (909)  624-833 1 
e-mail:  violetperfection@earthlink.net  Fax:  (909)  624-6565 
MasterCard  /  Visa  available  with  $25.00  min.  order 
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Mannafi 's 
Qreenfiouses 


"mail  order  specialists" 

African  Violets,  Geraniums,  Gesneriads 
&  Flowering  Tropicals 


Well  established  starter  plants  -  fresh-cut  violet  leaves 
We  now  offer  mini  and  semiminiature  violets 
and  have  added  more  varieties  of 
other  gesneriads  and  tropical  plants 

We  take  pride  in  our  expert  wrapping  &  packing 

Shipping  throughout  Canada,  United  States 
and  Internationally 

Visit  our  web  site  at  www.alannahs.com 
Our  2001  catalog  will  be  available  late  February 

please  send  $2.00 


Box  1342 
Grand  Forks,  BC 
VOH  IHO  Canada 


Box  2 

Danville,  WA 
99121  USA 


PHYSAN  20'"  Centrals 
African  Violet 
Pathogens. 

•  Controls  algae  on  mats,  wicks, 
reservoirs,  trays,  pots,  benches, 
and  work  surfaces. 

•  Controls  damping  off  on 
seedlings  and  plants. 

•  Controls  crown  rot,  powdery 
mildew,  botrytis. 

•  Controls  disease  spread  by 
disinfecting  tools. 


Let  those  pesky  visitors  know  they’re 
not  wanted.  Take  control  with 

PHYSAN  ^O. 


/4cnee 

Custom  Made  Award 
Ribbons  and  Rosettes 

YVONNE  AGREE 

3235  Lookmoor  Lane  Dallas,  Texas  75220 
(214)  357-6045 


A  &YJ  Violets  &  Jewelry 
Due  to  our  upcoming  move,  our  catalog  will  not  be  available  until 
January,  2001,  but  please  visit  us  online.  Our  website  is  available  at 
www.awvioleti twoffice.com  and  our  nao  shipping  address 
zvill  be  posted  there.  Thank  you  for  your  patronage  this  year. 

Happy  Holidays! 

8704  E.  92nd  Place  *  Kansas  City,  MO  64138  •  (816)  767-9126 


P.  O.  Box  527-AV  •  Dexter,  Ml  48130 
Phone  (734)  426-9080  •  Fax:  (734)  426-7803 
9:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  EASTERN 
www.indoorgardensupplies.com 


FULL  LINE  OF  INDOOR  GARDENING  PRODUCTS 

^  PLANT  TRAYS  >  LIGHTED  STANDS  ♦ 

^  METERS,  TIMERS  4-  PLANTLITES  4>  ACCESSORIES  4- 

40  WATT  WS  (Wide  Spectrum)  LAMPS: 

6  =  $36.32  12  =  $62.06  24  =  $1 17.90 


G4-SD2  $554.00 
W/4  Two  Lamp  Fixtures 
and  WS  Lamps 
4  Shelves  W/1 6  Trays 
74H  X  53L  X  23D 


ALL  PRICES  PREPAID,  $164.80 

MICHIGAN  RESIDENTS  ADD  6%  SALES  TAX  4 

VISA.  MASTERCARD,  DISCOVER,  CHECKS  &  COD'S  ACCEPTED  g  Shelve  W/2  Trays 
FREE  CATALOG  40H  x  27L  xi2D 
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Rob's 

Mini-o-lels 


^  African  Violets  and  Gesneriads^ 


NEW  FOR  2000! 

Winner,  Best  Commercial  Display 
at  1999  AVSA  Convention  Show 

We  ship  during  winter 
We  sell  standards  too! 


NEW  AFRICAN  VIOLET  VARIETIES 


ROB’S  ARGYLE  SOCKS.  Large  dbl.  pink  stars  with  heavy  blue 
fantasy  streaks;  lovely,  yellow,  beige, and  green  Champion 
variegated  foliage;  constant  bloomer,  excellent  showplant; 
semiminiature 

ROB’S  ITTY  BITTY.  And  we  mean  it!  Loads  of  sdbl.  bright  pink 
semi-bells  over  very  dark,  pointed  foliage;  a  very  tiny  plant  (1  1/2" 
to  2")  that  might  be  frustrating  to  grow  for  some,  but  it  can  be 
spectacular;  a  rea!  micro-miniature 
ROB’S  LITTLE  PUEBLO.  Large  sdbl.  coral  stars  held  above  very 
dark,  red-backed  foliage;  a  constant  bloomer  that  makes  a  good 
showplant;  the  lovely  colors  will  make  this  popular;  semimini 


ROB’S  MISS  SNIFFLES.  A  terrific  plant  that  is  certain  to  be  a 
favorite;  never-ending  masses  of  eye-catching  sdbl.  to  dbl.  white 
blooms  with  distinct,  irregular  red  edges;  heavy,  constant 
blooming  small  semimini 

ROB’S  MISTER  SNEEZY.  Sdbl.  dbl.  light  to  medium  burgundy-red; 
dark,  red-backed,  glossy  foliage;  heavy  bloomer;  small  semimini 


. plus  dozens  of  other  favorites,  including  the  Best  New  Cultivar 

at  1999  AVSA  Convention  ‘Rob’s  Hallucination’ 


NEW  STREPTOCARPUS  VARIETIES 

Our  own  hybrids.  All  are  spectacular,  constant,  and  heavy  bloomers.  They  are  extremely  easy  to  grow  and  bloom, 
even  in  windows.  Care  is  identical  to  violets.  Unless  noted  otherwise,  most  grow  in  4-5"  pots  when  mature. 


BRISTOL’S  BLUE  WATER.  We  displayed  this  at  shows  this  spring 
and  had  to  beat  back  the  customers!  Loads  of  med.  blue  blooms 
w/deeper  blue  lower  lips;  an  easy  grower  and  very  profuse  bloomer 
BRISTOL’S  DINGA  LING.  Sdbl.  white  blooms  w/dark  blue-purple 
streaks  on  lower  lobes;  a  heavy,  constant  bloomer 
BRISTOL’S  INK  BLOT.  Adorable,  nearly-black,  velvety  blooms 
w/tiny  yellow  eyes;  compact  grower 
BRISTOL’S  LILY  WHITE.  Sdbl.  nearly-pure  white  blooms  held  in 
masses  above  compact  foliage;  terrific  bloomer;  a  must-have  for 
those  wanting  white 

BRISTOL’S  PISH  POSH.  Lovely  white  blooms  w/round  pink-rayed 
eyes  in  center;  nice,  compact,  symmetrical  foliage;  pretty  plant 
and  easy  grower 


BRISTOL’S  STATIC  CHARGE.  Very  interesting  silver-purple 
blooms  w/dark  blue  rays  radiating  from  a  yellow  eye;  must  see  to 
believe;  sure  to  be  a  collectible 

MOM’S  PLANT.  Rescued  from  our  trash  by  Rob’s  mother,  this 
plant  spent  the  next  year  in  her  north  window  suffering  all  kinds 
of  the  worst  abuse  and  neglect.  Yet  it  never  was  without  dozens 
of  blooms  each  day  for  over  a  year!  We  were  convinced  -  this  is 
one  of  the  toughest,  best  blooming  streps  we’ve  grown  yet.  Oh  . . . 
the  blooms  are  light  blue  shaded  a  darker  blue-purple 


.plus  dozens  of  other  favorites 


NOT  JUST  MINIS!  WE  GROW  100’S  OF  STANDARD-SIZE  VARIETIES 

Besides  African  violets,  we  grow  a  good  selection  of  many  other  gesneriads 
We  also  offer  small-growing  Begonias,  Passiflora,  and  miniature  houseplants  for  containers 

PRICES:  $3.75  per  plant.  Please  add  $7  per  order  for  shipping  (beginning  April  15).  Winter  shipping  by  express  mail  only 
(call  us  for  details)  -  available  to  most  areas.  We  ship  anywhere  (internationally),  anytime,  safe-delivery  guaranteed! 


Special  offer:  10  different  plants  (our  choice)  $30  plus  shipping.  Club  project  and  wholesale  plants  at  discount  prices. 


Subscribe  to  “VioletsFun”  Photo  Journal! 

VioletsFun  is  an  exciting  new  journal  that  is  now  available.  In  addition  to  4  full-color  8  1/2"  X  11"  pages,  it  contains  cultural 
information,  reviews  of  latest  varieties,  interviews  with  leading  growers,  exhibitors  and  hybridizers,  and  reports  on  shows  we’ve  done 
or  seen.  It  is  our  way  of  sharing  our  mutual  love  of  African  violets  with  other  growers. 

VioletsFun  is  a  “diary”  of  our  own  experiences  with  growing  and  exhibiting  violets  and  will  be  published  bimonthly  at  a  cost  of  $10 
for  6  issues  ($12  outside  of  U.S.).  Subscriptlorrs  placed  with  orders  of  $20  or  more  will  receive  one  free  plant!  You  need  not 
order  to  subscribe. 


SEND  $1  FOR  FULL-COLOR  CATALOG 
or  visit  our  web-site  at  www.robsviolet.com 

DR.  RALPH  (ROB)  &  OLIVE  MA  ROBINSON  PHONE:  716-374-8592 

P.O.  BOX  9,  NAPLES,  NY  14512  Shop  &  Greenhouse  open  daily,  12-5  p.m. 
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The  Association  for  plant  & 
flower  people  who  grow  in 
hobby  greenhouses  and 
windows! 

Quarterly  Magazine 

Growing  &  Maintenance 

Help  &  Advice 

Hobby  Greenhouse  Association 

8  Glen  Terrace,  Bedford,  MA  01730-2048 

Dues:  USA  $19  (Canada  and  Mexico,  $21  US  funds/MO) 
($22  Overseas,  US  fimds/MO) 

Sample  magazine  $3.50 
Directory  of  Greenhouse  Manu  facturers  $2.50 


P.O.  Box  111 


BELISLE'S 

Heirloom  Violets 
Quality  Gesneriads 
Unusual  Companion  Plants 
Mail  Order  Catalog  $2.00 


Radisson,  WI  54867 


AFRICAN  VIOLETS  BY  FREDERICKS,  INC. 


Alyce  Droege 

BEST  VARIETIES  -  YELLOWS  TOO! 


STANDARDS  in  3"  &  4"  pots,  plus  leaves 
MINIS  CHIRITAS 

TRAILERS  CHIMERAS 

EPISCIAS  STREPTOCARPUS 

and  other  GESNERIADS 


COMPLETE  GROWERS  SUPPLIES 

design  supplies  -  books  -  pincups  2-3/4"  to  5-1/2" 
fertilizers  -  spray  -  “my  own  mix”  soil 
Dandy  pots  -  2  sizes  -  many  colors 
growing  pots  -  Oyamas  -  hanging  baskets 
beautiful  ceramic  wick  pots  (pat.  pend.) 

6  sizes  -  decorator  colors 

Home  of  Aly’s  hybrids 


GIFT  CERTIFICATES  -  CATALOGUE  $2.00 
P.  O.  Box  1416 


r  ^  ^ 

Eranklin,  NC  28744 

IMasferCard.. 

Monday  -  Saturday 

9  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 

ViSA 

1-800-771-0899  orders  only 

1-828-349-4832 

www.african-violets.coni 


North  Carolina  Registration  number:  5656 


Ceramic  Reservoir  Pots  4  pack:  $34.95 

5  plant  collection  in  plastic  mini-wells  still  $29.95 
Postpaid  to  48  states 
Alaska  &  Hawaii  add  $10.00 


Super 
Miniatures 


Receive  a  collection  of  Little  Jewels®  violets  direct  from 
Hoitkamp.  The  Mini-Well™  or  blue  ceramic  reservoirs  are 
included  along  with  fertilizer.  These  minis  are  easy  to  grow! 
Teas  Nursery  Co.,  Inc.,  P.O.  Boi  1603,  Bellaire,  n  77402-1603 


Teas  Catalog 
FREE  to  AVSA 

Fertilizers,  violet  pots  including 
the  Dandy  Pot®  plus  orchids, 
plumerias,  bromeliads,  books, 
and  supplies. 


1  -800-446-7723  www.teasnursery.com 


African  violets  know  no  borders,  so  why  not 
become  a  member  of  the 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  SOCIETY 
OF  CANADA 

and  receive  Chatter,  its  quarterly  publication? 


A  magazine  dedicated  to  the  growing  and  showing  of  African 
violets  and  Gesneriads.  US/VInternational  membership  $14.00. 


Please  make  your  cheque  or  bank  draft  payable  to  AVSC 
and  forward  to: 

Mrs.  Irene  Henry 
349  Hyman  Drive 

Dollard  des  Ormeau,  P.Q.  H9B  1L5 
Canada 


Cryptanthus 

the  Dazzling  Earth  Stars 
are  the  perfect  companion  plants  for  your 
African  violet  collection  requiring  the 
same  care.  Exquisite  colors,  leaf  shapes 
and  patterns  of  stripes,  bars  and  zig  zags 
year  ’round  in  every  shade  of  the  rainbow. 
Send  first  class  stamp  for  cultural  information 
or  $3.00  for  a  sample  of  our  color  quarterly  journal. 

THE  CRYPTANTHUS  SOCIETY 

Carole  Richtmyer  -  Secretary 
18814  Cypress  Mountain  Drive 
Spring,  TX  77388 


Join 
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Save  tke  Wild  Saintpaulia 

the  African  Violet  Survive  ? 

Wild  Saintpaulia  specie^  are  found  only  in  a  very  limit¬ 
ed  lialritat  in  a  liandlul  of  mountain  and  coastal  rain¬ 
forests  known  liy  scientists  as  tire  Eastern  Arc.  Muck  of  tire 
Arc  rainlorests  liave  keen  destroyed  ky  mair. 

The  Arc  Project  of  the  Tanzania  JVilJlife  Fund 
is  preserving  and  regenerating  the  Saintpaidia  hahitat. 

You  can  play  a  critical  role. 

Friend  (Rafihi)  of  Saintpaulia  -  $io 
Patron  (Mhifadi)  of  Saintpaulia  -  Sa5 
Guardian  (Mlezi)  of  Saintpaulia  -  $5o  or  more 

Donations  are  Tax  Dediictihle  made  to; 

Tanzania  JVildlife  Fund  '  ()zj5  ALadison  Ave.,  Suite  2001 
New  York,  NY  10022 


Lyndcn  Lyon 

Greenhouses,  Inc. 

PO  Box  249  Dept  A V  Dolgeville  NY  13329 

^Vte  violets 

Quality  hybrids  since  1954 

African  Violets,  Aosolisriiaiithus,  Chiiitas, 
Codonanthe,  Columneas,  Episeias,  Kohlerias, 
Nematanthus,  Orchids,  Ecjk  Begonias, 
Streptocarpus,  other  assorted  Oesneriads, 
and  SO  much  more! 

mm  mmMMWMm 

© 

To  receive  our  2000  Catalog,  please  send: 
$3.00  U.S.  /  $5.00  International 

Our  greenhouses  are  open  year  round. 

No  appointments  necessary! 

Call  for  hours!  Phone  (315)  429  8291 

Visit  our  website  M: 

www.lyndonlyon.com 


LEAF  SUPPORT  RINGS 

Give  your  violets  a  spruced  up  look.  Keep  the  leaves  from  touching  and  being 
damaged  by  rough  pot  edges.  Excellent  for  training  show  plants  to  perfect 
symmetry.  Made  of  green  plastic.  Each  comes  with  a  rubber  band  which  is 
what  holds  the  ring  onto  the  pot.  Slides  on  from  the  bottom  of  the  pot. 
Instructions  included.  Three  sizes: 

6"  Ring  -  great  for  minis  and  young  standards.  Fits  up  to  3"  pots. 

$1.19  each;  or  $13.39  per  dozen,  or  $24.39  per  25. 

9"  Ring  -  fits  3"  to  5"  pots.  $1.29  each,  or  $14.69  per  dozen;  or  $26.79  per  25. 

13"  Ring  -  fits  5"  to  8"  pots.  $1.59  each;  or  $17.39  per  dozen;  or  $31.59  per  25. 

Extra  rubber  bands  (specify  which  ring  size)  $.75  per  dozen. 

SHIPPING/HANDLING  COSTS:  Orders  for  less  than  $10;  add  $5.50;  Orders  for  more  than  $10  add  $6.50.  WE  SHIP  via 
UPS  most  often.  (Orders  shipped  outside  the  U.S.  will  be  mailed  at  actual  cost.)  Prices  good  until  January  31,  2001. 

A  free  copy  of  our  supplies  catalog/violet  list  will  be  enclosed  with  each  order.  Colorado  addresses  please  add  3%  tax.  We 
also  have  a  complete  line  of  growing  supplies,  lighted  plant  stands,  soils,  fertilizers,  assorted  pots,  wicking  trays,  insecticides, 
books,  seed  and  more  AND  leaves  or  starter  plants  of  over  120  different  violets  -  including  minis,  standards  and  gesneriads. 
Lots  of  new  varieties  for  this  year  plus  many  classics.  In  business  since  1969.  Closed  Sundays  and  Tuesdays. 

Visit  our  web  page  at  http://ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/violet_showcase 

Checks,  MASTERCARD,  VISA  and  DISCOVER  accepted. 

Phone  (303)  761-1770  between  10  a.m.  and  5  p.m.  Mountain 
Time  Mondays  and  Wednesdays  thru  Saturdays.  (Mountain 
Time  is  2  hours  earlier  than  Eastern  Time  and  1  hour  later 
than  Pacific  Time)  Fax  (303)  762-1808.  FAX  machine  any 
time.  Catalogs  free  to  US  addresses.  Others  send  $2.00  US$ 

THE  VIOLET  SHOWCASE 

3147  South  Broadway 
Englewood,  Colorado  80110 
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You  knoWj 


rest  of  M 


•Solets  ~  Bdw  meet  the 


QuarferJ^-i^l^tn/afy  ■'^^sive  seed  .fund, 
judgln||'^feftd6fe;Yduny?  robfns,  annual 
coriyefition;  plus  a’cdpy.of  "How  to 
^"Xribw,&  Grow  fesneriods" 

IndivicJijta'l.'^^^ljarship  -  $20.00 


U.S. 


Please  send  check,  money  order,  or 

.Mi^dit  cajd  inforrnation  to: 

/:  I  feSS""i5feml)eryiiD  Secretariat  .,:\x 

Sc  DBlyler 

fir,  RO.  ibx  1598  ^  t  '  -  V-  4 
Porf  Angeles,  WA  98362-01194  USA^^| 

VUttu^onUne^  KC£p.//wwu;^^|^^gp 


VIOLET  GALLERY 

African  violets  -  standards,  miniatures,  trailers,  leaves  and  supplies. 
Our  catalog  is  available  on  our  website;  or  call  /  write 

www.vioIetgallery.com  -  email  mpetry@cvn.net 
1590Cranberry  Road,  York  Springs,  PA  17372  •  (717)  528-8268 


(Prairie  Viotets 


P.O.Box  313  •  Maroa,  IL  61756 
OCder  and  nemeT  varieties,  noveCties,  etc.  [eaves  CaBeCed  -  oar  choke 
12  for  $1 1.50,  25  for  $16.50,  35  for  $21.50,  50  for  $26.50  ppd 
Logo  T-shirts  (s,m,l,xl)  $15  ppd  Logo  Tote  Bags  $12  ppd 
Shipping  April  15  thru  October  30th  LeafPrice  List  $1.50 

mail  order  leaves  only  refundable  with  1st  order 


Each  issue  contains  4  full-color  pages, 
interesting  articles  and  cultural  information 
6  issues  per  year,  $10  ($12  outside  of  US). 
VioletsFun,  P.  O.  Box  9,  Naples,  NY  14512 
Phone:  716-374-8592  VioletsFun@aol.com 


Looking  for  Orchid 
Information?  Log  Oni 

Interact  with  other  eager 
orchid  enthusiasts  by  click¬ 
ing  on  Orchid  Forum  at 
OrchidWeh®,  developed 
especially  as  on  informa¬ 
tion  exchange  platform  for 
orchid  growers  through¬ 
out  the  world.  The  Ameri¬ 
can  Orchid  Society's  pop¬ 
ular  Web  site  has  extensive  plant<are  tips,  inspiring  photo¬ 
graphs,  a  calendar  of  orchid  events  and  other  helpful  orchid 
information. 

Founded  in  1921,  the  AOS  is  the  world's  number-one  orchid- 
information  source  —  just  ask  30,000  members  worldwide.  On¬ 
site  membership  application  is  available  along  with  convenient, 
secured  shopping  in  The  AOS  BookShop  and  Orchid  Emporium. 

American  Orchid  Society 

Dept.  AVAAAG,  6000  South  Olive  Avenue 

West  Palm  Beach,  Florida  33405-4199 

Telephone  561-585-8666  Fax  561-585-0654 

E-mail  TheAOS@compuserve.com  Web  site  orchidweb.org 


$15  per  year  or  $25  for  two  years  (outside  Canada  read  as  us  dollars) 
John  Beaulieu  Productions  e-maii:  gesnews@bconnex.net 

^Box  118,  Midhurst,  ON  LOL  1X0  CANADA y 


VOLKMANN  BROS.  GREENHOUSES 

•  AFRICAN  VIOLETS  •  CONSTANT  FEED  ®  FERTILIZER  •  POTTING  SOIL 
•  RESERVOIR  WICK  POTS  •  RESERVOIR  WICK  SAUCERS 
•  PLASTIC  POTS  •  A.V.  SEED  •  PLASTIC  TRAYS 
•  FLUORESCENT  LAMPS  •  COLOR  CATALOG  $1.00 
P.O.BOX  191289  •  DALLAS,  TEXAS  75219-8289 
AREA  CODE  (214)  526-3484 


FOX  RIVER  VIOLETRY 

Located  between  Montello  and  Princeton  on  the  Fox  River 
Large  selection  of  African  Violets  and  Related  Plants 
Plant  List  $1  -  No  Shipping 
W390  River  View  Dr.  •  Montello,  WI.  53949 
e-mail  foxriverviolets@excite.com 
By  Appointment  only  (920)  295-4555 


TravisMolets 

P.O.BOX  42  OCHLOCKNEE.GA.  31773 


Phone  1-912-574-5167 
1-912-574-5236 


Fax  Orders  only  -  912-574-5605 
e-mail:tviolets@aol.com 


New  and  older  varieties  of  African  violets,  from  leading  hybridizers,  and  our  own  new  plants.  Send  $2  for  our  new 
2001  catalog,  or  order  from  our  ad  in  the  January  issue  of  AVM.  Try  our  super  special  12  Husky  Starters  -  all 
different  -  $38  Postpaid  -  Ail  plants  our  choice  but  all  different.  VISA  -  MASTERCARD  -  List  all  info  on  card  -  Min. 
card  order  $36.  See  our  web  page:  www.imox.com/travisviolets  AD  EXPIRES  11/30/2000 
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BEAUTIFUL  AFRICAN  VIOLETS 
AND  OTHER  GESNERIADS  FROM 
GARY  &  PAT  DUNLAP 


Leaves,  Cuttings 


Assortments 

or  Rhizomes 

Starters 

10  Standard 

7.95 

21.95 

10  Miniature 

5.95 

17.95 

10  Semiminiature 

5.95 

17.95 

10  Trailers 

5.95 

17.95 

10  Mixed 

6.95 

19.95 

1 0  Mixed/all  new 

8.95 

24.95 

10  Species 

8.95 

24.95 

10  Streptocarpus 

8.95 

24.95 

10  Achimenes 

8.95 

24.95 

10  Aeschynanthus 

8.95 

24.95 

10  Columnea 

8.95 

24.95 

10  Nematanthus 

8.95 

24.95 

10  Mixed  other  Gesneriads 

8.95 

24.95 

Miracle  Mix  Potting  Soil  $2. 50/gal,  $10.00/5  gal 
Miracle  Mix  II  (High  water  retention)  $3.00/gal,  $12.00/5  gal 
Miracle  Mix  III  (Beneficial  bacteria)  $3.00/gal,  $12.00/5  gal 
Miracle  Mix  IV  (Both  additives)  $3.50/gal,  $14.00/5  gal 
1-1-1  Mix  with  Charcoal  $2. 50/gal,  $10.00/5  gal 

Sales  in  USA  only.  Minimum  order  $20.  No  credit  or  credit  card  orders. 
Packing  and  shipping  $6  plus  .25  per  plant  after  the  first  10  plants,  .10 
per  leaf  after  the  first  10  leaves.  We  ship  by  priority  mail  only.  Our 
choice  only  on  assortments.  Catalog  $1 .50.  Make  checks  payable  to: 
Dunlap  Enterprises,  4189  Jarvis  Rd.,  Hillsboro,  MO  63050.  Our 
catalog  is  also  at  our  home  page:  http://www.jcn1  .com/patspets  phone 
(636)  789-3604  e-mail:patspets@jcn1  .com 


CERAMIC  AERICAM  VIOLET  POTS 

Largest  Variety  of  SELF-WATERING  POTS 


33  uniquely  different  pots,  including: 

ANGELS,  SQUARE  SILL  SITTERS,  ROUND  HANGING  POTS, 
TEA  POTS,  FLUTED,  VICTORIAN  AND  MORE. 


Must  see  COLOR  PHOTO  to  appreciate 
Artfully  Handpainted  (No  Decals). 
AFFORDABLY  PRICED.  All  made  in  our  Studio. 


Call  or  Write  for  FREE  Catalog. 

Herbal  Gardens  Ceramics  P.  O.  Box  38 

Montara,  CA  94037  (650)  728-7683 


Country  Violets  Greenhouse 

2010  Enon  Rd. 

Webb,  AL  36376 


Quality  plants  and  leaves  from  many  great  hybridizers. 
Send  for  our  catalog  of  more  than  250  varieties. 
VISA/MC  accepted  -  Catalogs  $3.00 


e-mail:  royh(s> graceba.net  check  us  out  on  the  web 

Phone:  334-899-7142  www.graceba.net/~royh 


AVWORLD’S 
BEST  SELLER 


Thanks  to  "G-T-S”  I  just  won  my  first  Best  in  Show  award! 
1  tell  everyone,  “If  you  don't  have  this  book,  you  aren't 
growing  violets  to  their  full  potential.”  Mrs.  M.  L.  Horne 
(Includes  unique  ehapter  on  “Miniaturing  the  Miniatures") 


A  step-by- 
step  guide 

Illustrated  -  112  pages 
8 'A  X  11  paperback 


D.  M.  Prestia 
1404  N.  Tustin  J-4 
Santa  Ana,  CA  92705 

SAVE  *2.05 
PER  BOOK! 

10%  discount  for  10  or  more  (save  $1.30  each)  USA/CAN  p&h  75« 
each  (save  75t  each)  total  $2.05!  Overseas  p&h  $1.20  each  surface. 


Our  Customers  say  it  best. . . 

Dear  Dyna-Gro, 

I  am  writing  this  letter  to  tell  you  how  much  I  like  your 
fertilizer.  ..  .Sonja  Johnson  in  Omaha,  Arkansas,  sold  me 
some  Dyna-Gro  Liquid  Grow  and  Liquid  Bloom  for  my 
violets. 


I  watered  the  show  plants  with  the  Bloom  and  the  baby 
plants  with  the  Grow.  In  two  weeks  the  baby  plants  had 
doubled  in  size  and  had  a  pretty  green  color. 


I  entered  31  plants  in  the  show.  Those  plants  received 
10  best  in  class,  the  Sweepstakes  award,  the  Best 
Collection  award,  30  blue  ribbons  and  1  red  ribbon.  That 
plant  was  a  trailer  and  didn’t  have  three  crowns. 

Sincerely, 


Bonnie  Bailey 
Springfield,  Missouri 


Nutrition  Solutions® 


For  information  or  to  order  call  Dyna-Gro 

(800)  DYNA-GRO  or  FAX  (510)  233-0198 

1 065  Broadway  •  San  Pablo,  CA  94806 
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V 


27TH  YEAR 


CAPE  COD  VIOLETRY 

John  &  Barbara  Cook 
Dept.  AV  28  Minot  St.  (508)  548-2798 
Hours  by  appointment  •  Falmouth,  Massachusetts  02540 
SUPPLIES  FOR  VIOLET  GROWERS  BY  VIOLET  GROWERS 


WE  CARRY  ALL  THE  SPECIES  AND  THE  ORIGINAL  10 

Catalog  $2.00,  Foreign  catalog  $3.00 
Phone  (508)  548-2798  -  Fax  (508)  540-5427  -  email  violets@cape.com 


PLASTIC  FLOWER  POTS 


V 


SIZE  COLOR  TYPE 

10 

25 

50 

100 

500 

1-1/4"  Wt.  (only)  Thumb  Pot  $ 

1.20 

$  2.75 

$  5.00 

$  9.80 

$  44.50 

2-1/4"  Gr.  or  Wt.  Rd.  or  Sq. 

1.05 

2.15 

3.90 

7.25 

33.00 

2-1/2"  Gr.  orWt.  Rd.  or  Sq. 

1.15 

2.40 

4.55 

8.60 

40.50 

3"  Gr.  or  Wt.  Rd.  Tub,  Std.  Sq. 

1.30 

2.95 

5.25 

9.80 

44.50 

3-1/2"  Gr.  orWt.  Rd.  Tub 

1.35 

3.30 

6.00 

11.40 

52.00 

4"  Gr.  or  Wt.  Rd.  Tub 

1.75 

3.85 

7.20 

13.50 

59.40 

4-1/2"  Gr.  orWt.  Rd.  Tub 

2.40 

5.60 

8.00 

15.50 

73.00 

5"  Gr.  orWl.  Rd.  Tub 

2.90 

6.75 

12.50 

23.00 

105.00 

6"  Gr.  or  Wt.  Rd.  Tub 

3.40 

8.20 

15.40 

28.80 

134.00 

6-1/2"  Gr.  orWt.  Rd.  Tub 

4.00 

9.50 

18.00 

34.00 

160.00 

MINIATURIZING  MINI  POTS  WITH  SAUCER 

1-1/4"  Terracotta 

4.00 

8.00 

14.00 

25.00 

PLASTIC  PAN  POTS 

5"  Gr.  orWt.  2-1/2"  Deep 

2.90 

6.75 

12.50 

23.00 

105.00 

6"  Gr.  or  Wt.  3-3/4"  Deep 

4.10 

9.75 

18.50 

35.00 

165.00 

7"  Gr.  or  Wt.  4"  Deep 

6.00 

14.50 

28.00 

54.00 

8"  Gr.  or  Wt.  4"  Deep 

7.60 

18.50 

36.00 

70.00 

PLASTIC  HEAVY  DUTY  POT  SAUCERS 

4"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

2.25 

5.25 

9.00 

16.80 

6"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

3.60 

8.60 

15.80 

29.00 

8"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

4.40 

10.50 

20.00 

38.00 

PLASTIC  WICK  WATER  RESERVOIRS 

(recessed  snap-on  lids,  8  oz 

3.00 

7.15 

13.20 

24.00 

110.00 

wicks  not  included)  16oz 

3.60 

8.50 

16.00 

30.00 

140.00 

Lids  or  containers  oniy  - 1/2  iisled  price  32  OZ 

4.90 

11.75 

22.50 

42.00 

200.00 

PLASTIC  LABELS 

100 

500 

1000 

3"  White,  Red,  Orange,  Yellow,  Green  Blue,  Lavender,  Pink 

1.00 

4.75 

7.00 

4"  White,  Green,  Blue,  Lavender,  Pink,  Red,  Yellow 

1.25 

5.75 

10.00 

5"  White,  Lavender 

1.50 

7.00 

13.00 

4  1/2"  White  only 

2.00 

9.00 

17.00 

PERMANENT  TRAYS  -  Light  Green  -  No  Holes  1 

6 

12 

4"  X  8"  X  2-1/2" 

.90 

5.10 

9.75 

8"  X  8"  X  2-1/2" 

1.40 

8.00 

15.00 

8"  X  12"  X  2-1/2" 

1.50 

8.50 

16.20 

1 1"  X  22"  X  2-3/4"  Lt.  Green  or  Beige 

4.75 

27.00 

51.00 

CLEAR  DOMES 

1 1"  X  22"  trays  $2.00  ea.  Dome  and  Tray  combo  $6.25  each. 

Elisa’s  African  Violet  Rings 

1 

6 

12 

25 

50 

Mini  (6")  Gr.  only 

.90 

4.75 

8.75 

18,00 

31.50 

9"  Gr,  only 

1.00 

5.00 

9.50 

20.00 

36.00 

13"  Gr.  only 

1.25 

6.50 

12.00 

21.00 

38.00 

ELISA’S  AFRICAN 
VIOLET  SUPPORT 
RINGS 

MANUFACTURER 

WHOLESALE 
DISTRIBUTOR 
6' -9"- 13" 

CLUBS  -  BUSINESSES 
SEND  FOR  PRICE  LIST 


PHYSAN  20 
16  oz.  -  $6.25 
32  oz.  -  $10.50 
1  gal.  -  $31.50 

SUPERTHRIVE 

1/2  oz.  -  $2.79 

1  oz.  -  $4.19 

2  oz.  -  $5.25 
4  oz.  -  $8.45 

DANDY  POTS 
2-1/4"  -  4" 

OYAMA  PLANTERS 

Mini  -  1-1/2"  -  2-1/2"  -  3"  -  3-1/2" 
4"-5"-6" 

AEROSOLS 

PT1200  DS-18  0Z.  $11.95 

Resmitherins 

PT  1300  DS-18  0Z.  $12.00 

Orthene 

PT  1500  DS  - 16  oz.  $6.95 
Knox-Out  -  Diazinon 
PT1600  DS-16  0Z.  $9.89 
X-Clude  -  Pyrethrums 

CHEMICALS 

Phyton  27,  Avid 
Marathon,  Pentac,  Aerosols 
Shultz  Products  &  Others 

FLORA  CART 

Light  Stands 

KEIKIGROW  PLUS 

15  ml  -  $21.50 


FREDETTE’S  ALLEGRO  Plant  Tonic 
Excellent  for  starting  leaves  and  small  plants. 

Use  3  tsp.  per  gal.  water.  4  oz.  bottle  -  $3.00  each; 

3  tor  $8.50:  6  for  $16.50;  12  for  $30.00 

PLASTIC  TERRARIUM 

12"  Diameter  -  $6.75  each 

White  -  Green  -  Beige  -  Terra-cotta 

SWIFT’S  “MOIST-RITE”  PLANTER 

White  -  Green  -  Black 

$4.00  each  -  6/19.20  -  12/36.40  -  24/67.00 

SHIPPING  INSTRUCTIONS: 

Supplies  -  UPS  East  of  Mississippi  -  $4.00; 

West  of  Mississippi  -  $4.50  •  $5.00  West  of  Rockies 
Supplies  -  U.S.  Mail  -  Actual  Cost  -  $4.00  min. 

Mass,  residents  include  5%  Sales  Tax 
Please  include  STREET  or  ROAD,  Zip  Code  and 
Phone  Number 

PRICES  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGE  WITHOUT  NOTICE. 


DYNA-GRO  FERTILIZERS 


Formula 

Type 

Size  /  Price 

1/2  pt. 

1  pt. 

7-9-5 

Plant  Food 

$4.29 

$6.29 

3-12-6 

Bloom 

$4.29 

$7.49 

9-3-6 

Foliage  Pro 

$4.29 

0-0-3 

Pro-Tekt 

$4.29 

Concentrate 

K-L-N 

$10.00 

Dolomite  Limestone 

2  lbs./$1.75 

Charcoal 

20  oz. 

40  oz. 

No.  4  Coarse  or 

No.  6  Medium 

1.75 

3.25 

4  qts. 

16  qts. 

Vermiculite 

No.  2  Coarse 

1.75 

5.00 

Perlite 

Coarse 

1.75 

5.00 

Canadian  Peat  Moss 

$1.75 

$5,00 

TROY  Capillary  watering  mat  -  a  full  4  feet  wide 
$2.40  per  running  yard  -  whole  yard  lengths 


Season’s  Greetings  from  all  the  Tinari’s 

Our  gratitude  and  appreciation  of 
Your  patronage  throughout  the  year. 

May  joyful  holiday  memories, 

Brighten  your  day  and  fill  your  heart  with  cheer. 

African  Violet  Accessories  Shipped  Promptly  The  Year  Round 


WE  ACCEPT  CREDIT  CARD  ORDERS 

PHONE  1-215-947-0144  •  EAX  1-215-947-2163 

‘•AFRICAN  VIOI.KTS  (aiTS  FROM  NATliRK" 

by  Melvin  J.  Robey 

Beautiful  new  book  contains  42  color  photos,  I.‘i0  black  and  white, 
many  illustrations  and  charts.  Learn  how  to  identify  insect  problems 
and  gain  knowledge  on  how  to  select  the  proper  pesticide  for  erad- 
tcation.  Detailed  chapters  on  proper  potting,  watering,  lighting, 
propagation,  hybridizing,  and  seed.  A  real  textbook  8  1/2"  x  1 1”  all 
you  ever  need  to  know  about  African  violets  at  your  fingertips. 
Truly  a  masterpiece  ...  $45.(10  ppd. 


"INSKCl  &  mitf:  pests 
OF  AFRICAN  MOI  FITS" 

A  factual  book  by  Dr.  Charles  Cole  relating  to  basic  principles  of  pest 
control.  Helps  you  to  be  proficient  in  detecting,  identifying  and 
controlling  pests  on  African  violets.  16  colorful  pictures  depicting 
insect  damage  on  plants,  pest  charts  and  table  of  measures  included 
$12.00  with  any  order,  separately  add  $1.9.5  postage. 


■CROWING  AFRICAN  VIOLETS  IN 
SOCTHERN  AFRICA" 

by  Joan  Halford 

A  fascinating  basic  method  promoting  every  facet  of  home  or 
greenhouse  growing.  Containing  3.1  color  photos,  over  100  vivid 
illustrations  displaying  how  to  propagate  cuttings,  hybridize  and 

Shown  are  leaf  and  blossotn  types,  pests  and  eradication  methods. 
Texas  Potting  and  capillary  matting,  feeding,  watering  and  humidity 
requirements. 

An  excellent  glossary  and  index  provide  continuity  and  fundamen¬ 
tals  for  success  ...  $16.95  postpaid 


TABEE  FOP  AI),IUST.ABI.E  FIXTl  RES 

This  tabletop  adjustable  fixture  is  available  in  two  sizes.  Fixture 
height  is  easily  adjusted  from  1"  to  24"  on  the  sturdy  I"  square 
welded  aluminum  legs.  White  aluminum  fixtures  complete  with 
wide  spectrum  tubes,  2-wire  cord  and  on/off  line  sw  itch. 
MODFX  1T220W.S... TABLETOP  FIXTURE  with  2-20  watt 
Gro-Lux  Wide  spectrum  tubes,  24"  length  ...  $72.95  ppd. 
MODEL  TT240WS,..TABLETOP  FIXTURE  wtth  2-40  watt 
Gro-Lux  wide  spectrum  tubes,  38"  length  . . .  $82.95  ppd. 


HANDCRAFTEl)  2-PIECE  SELF-W  ATERING  CERAMIC  POT 
STYLE  CSW  -1 
Height  4-1/2"  overall 

Width  7"  overall 

Pot  Size  For  3"  or  4”  pots 
/  Price  $15.95  ppd 

/  STA  LE  CSAV.2 

Height  3-1/4"  overall 

Width  .“1-1/2"  overall 

Pot  Size  For  2-1/4"  or  3”  pots 

Price  $11.95  ppd 

STYLE  CSW-MINI 
(for  miniatures  &  semiminiatures) 

Height  3-1/4"  overall 

Wid'th  4-3/4"  overall 

Pol  Size  Minis 

Price  $9.95  ppd 

STYLE  CSW-MM  (Micromini) 

NEW  -  especially  for  Microminis 
Height  2-1/4" 

Width  3-1/2”  overall 

Price  $7.95  ppd 

Choose  from  8  .sparkling  colors  in  deep  lavender,  lilac,  Robin's  egg  blue,  mint  green, 
deep  blue,  pink,  dark  green,  gray  and  white.  Attractive  violet  cluster  decal  decoration 
on  both  sides,  (please  state  2nd  color  choice).  These  pots  can  be  watered  from  side  holes 
to  the  reservoir  or  removed  to  refill  reservoir.  Helps  to  avoid  overwalering  and  very 
convenient  for  people  who  must  be  away  for  periods  of  lime. 


DANDY  POTS 

D.ANDY  POT  ...  4",  16  ounce  transparent  reservoir  wick 
planters,  made  of  fade  resistant  plastics,  simple  to  use  wick 
watering  system.  Easy  to  fill  reservoir  which  comes  apart  for 
cleaning.  Available  in  green,  lavender,  pink,  purple  and  white  ... 
$6.99  with  any  order,  specify  color 

NEW  IDEAL!  .SQUATTY  4  '  PLA.STIC  POTS  ...  comes 
complete  w  ith  easy  detachable  matching  saucer,  available  in 
white  or  green  ...  69e  each,  or  Special  of  6  for  $3.9.5.  with  any 
order. 


f 


“SUCKER  PLUCKER”  -  tempered  steel  blades  - 
straight  and  curved.  Sharp  edges  (or  easy  plucking, 
natural  finish,  hardwood  handle  . . .  $.3.49  each  ppd. 
“LEAF  DUSTER"  -  fan  shaped  brush  of  pure  natural 
bristle,  great  for  hairy  leaf  varieties  . , ,  $4.95  each  ppd. 
SPECIAL;  One  of  each  $7.95  ppd. 


SUCKER  PLUCKER 


LEAF  DUSTER. 


4-TR.AY  LITE  .ST.AND... Fabricated  from  1"  square  aluminum  tubing. 
They  are  easy  to  assemble  with  a  screwdriver.  These  stands  are  sturdy,  yet 
attractive.  The  unit  comes  complete  with  four  plastic  tan  trays  and  four 
double  light  fixtures  with  Gro-Lux  wide  spectrum  tubes.  The  shelves  do  not 
adjust,  but  the  fixtures  are  easily  adjusted  with  the  new  slide  adjustment. 
Overall  size  70"  high  x  26"  length  x  12"  depth.  Shipped  by  UPS  prepaid. 

4-  fray  Lite  Stand...Aliimimim  Iniish . $33().(l(l  ppd. 

4- Fray  Lite  Stand. ..Brow  it  Finish . $350.01)  ppd. 


'FIN.ARI  AFRICAN  VIOLET  GROWING  MEDIllM  -  Properly  blended  growing  medium 
the  same  used  in  our  greenhouse  operation,  pH  of  about  6.4.  packaged  ready  to  ship  in: 

12  Quart  Poly  Bag . Zone  0-1-2 . $12.95  ppd. 

12  Quart  Poly  Bag . Zone  3-4-5 . $1,3.95  ppd. 

12  Quart  Poly  Bag . Zone  6-7-8-9 .  $14.95  ppd. 

(First  number  of  your  zip  code  indicates  you  should  use.) 


Visit  our  web  site  at  www.tinarigreenhouse.com 
1:  lil@tinarigreenhouses.coni 


G22A...COMPACT  LITE  STAND  -  2  Shelf  stand  is 
fabricated  from  1"  square  aluminum  tubing,  easily 
assembled.  This  stand  is  a  sturdy,  attractive  propagating 
unit.  The  shelves  do  not  adjust,  but  the  fixtures  are  easily 
adjusted  with  new  slide  adjustment.  Complete  with  trays, 
fixtures  and  2-20  watt  Gro-Lux  wide  spectrum  tubes. 
Overall  size  40"  high,  27”  long.  12"  deep.  Shipped  prepaid 
via  UPS  ...  $185.00  ppd 


DEPT.  AV 
COMMERCIAL  MEMBER 
,  AVS  OF  AMERICA.  INC. 

SINCE  1947 


Box  190,  2325  Valley  Road 
Huntingdon  Valley,  PA  19006 


